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ORLANDO    FURIOSO. 


CANTO    XXIV. 


CHI  mette  il  pie  sit  f  amor o fa  p  am  a 
Cerchi  ritrarlo,  e  non  v'invefchi  Pale: 
Che  non  linfamma  Amor,fe  non  infanta 
A  giudicio  de'  Savi  univerfale  : 
E  fe  beny  come  Orlando,  ognun  non  fmania  ; 
Suo  furor  mo/fra  a  qualch'  altro  fegnale  .- 
E  qual  e  di  pazzia  fegno  piu  efpreffby 
Che  per  altri  voler,  perder  fejieffo  ? 

2. 

Vari  gli  effetti  fan  }  ma  la  pazzia 
E  tutt'  una  pero,  che  Ufa  ufcire  : 
Gli  e,  come  una  gran  fe>va  ove  la  via 
Conviene  a  forza  a  chi  vi  va  fullire  : 
Chi  fu,  chi  giuj  chi  qua,  chi  la  travvia  : 
Per  cancluder  in  fomma,  io  vi  vo  dire, 
A  chi  in  amor  s*  invecchia,  oltr'  ogni  pena, 
Si  convengono  i  ceppi,  e  la  catena. 

Ben  mi  ft  potria  dir,  Prate,  tu  vai 
J_?  altrui  mojirando,  e  non  vedi  il  tuo  fallo* 
Io  vi  rifpondo,  che  comprendo  ajjai 
Or,  che  di  mente  ho  luddo  intervalh  : 
Ed  ho  gran  euro  effcro  far  la  ormai, 
Di  ripofarmi,  e  a"  ufcir  fuor  di  balio ; 
Matojiofar,  cwnevorrei,   nol  ptjjb, 
Che' I  male  e  penetrato  infirf  a  Fojjb. 

Signor,  ne  F altro  canto  io  vi  dicea ; 
Che' I forfennato,  e  Furiofo  Orlando 
Trattefi  I'arme,  e  fparfe  al  campo  avea, 
Squarciati  i  panni,  via  gittato  il  brando, 
Svelte  le  piante  ;  e  rifonarfacea 
I  cavifajfi,  e  falte  fehe  ;  quando 
Alcun  pajlori  alfuon  trajfe  in  quel  lato 
Lor  Jlella,  o  quakhe  lor  grave peccato, 
VOL.  IL 


WHO  on  the  glew  of  love  once  fets  his  foot, 
Let  him  get  off,  before  his  wings  it  touch : 
For  love  a  fort  of  madnefs  is,  no  doubt ; 
The  judgment  of  the  wife  declares  it  fuch : 
In  all  fome  fign  of  fury  will  break  out, 
Tho'  all,  Orlando-like,  don't  rave  fo  much. 
What  can  of  madnefs  greater  mark  difplay, 
Than,  others  to  attain,  to  throw  ourfelves  away  ? 

2. 

Various  are  the  effects  ;  but  folly  'tis 
All  one ;  fince  it  from  reafon  makes  us  fbray : 
To  a  vaft  foreft  it  is  like,  in  this, 
Who  enters  there,  per  force  muft  lofe  his  way. 
Some  up,  fome  down,  here,  there,  their  road  fome 
In  fine,  then  to  conclude,  I  here  would  fey,      Qnifs : 
Who  aged  grows  in  love,  belide  all  pains, 
Would  be  with  fetters  fuited  well  and  chains. 

3- 

To  me,  you  well  may  fay,  Brother,  you  fho\w 
Others,  but  fee  not  your  own  fault  at  all : 
I  give  for  anfwer,  This  full  well  I  know, 
While  my  mind  has  a  lucid  interval, 
And  have  much  thought,  and  hope  foon  this  to  do, 
Myfelf  to  reft,  retiring  from  this  ball ; 
But  this  cannot^  fo  foon  as  wi/h'd,  be  done  j 
My  malady  has  penetrated  to  the  bone. 

4- 

Sir,  I,  in  t'other  Canto,  to  vou  faid, 
Orlando  Frantic,  all  his  fenfe  new  gone, 
Caft  off  his  arms,  them  o'er  the  field  he  fprend, 
His  veftments  tore,  his  fword  away  had  thrown, 
Pluck'd  up  the  trees  by  th'  roots,  to  echo,  made 
The  lofty  foreft  and  the  cliffs  of  fcone  : 
When  any  fhepherd,  at  the  noife,  came  there, 
Or  for  fome  grievous  crime,  or  led  by  evil  (tar. 
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ORLANDO    F  U  R  I  0  S  0.  Canto  24. 


Vijle  delpazzo  finer edibil  prove 

Pol  piu  d"  apprej/b,  e  la  pojjanza  ejlrerna, 

Si  volt  an  per  fuggir,  ma  no  n  f anno  me, 

£i  come  uvvienne  in  fubitana  tema. 

Ilpazzo  dletro  lor  ratio  ft  move  ; 

Uno  nepiglia,  e  del  capo  lofcema 

Con  la  facilita,  cbe  torria  alcuno 

Da  I* arbor  pome^  o  vago  for  dalpruno. 

6. 

Per  una  gamba  il  grave  trsnco  prefe* 
E  quel  ufb  per  mazza  addojfi  al  refto? 
In  terra  un  paio  addormantatojiefey 
Ch'  al  navijjimo  diforfefa  defto  : 
Gil  altri  fgombraro  fubito  i  I  pa  eft, 
C'ebbono  ilpiede,  e  il  buono  awifo  prefto  : 
Nonfariajlato  ilpazzo  al  feguir  lento, 
Se  non  ch'era  gla  volto  al  loro  armento. 

Gli  agricoltori  accorti  a  gl'altnu'  ejfimpli 
Lafcian  ne  i  campi  aratri,  e  -marre,  e  falci  : 
Chi  mint  a  fit  le  cafe,  e  cb:  fit  i  tcntpli^ 
Poi  cbe  non  fonficuri  olmi,  ne  falci, 
Onde  rorrendafuriafe  contempli, 
Ch'a  pugni,  ad  urti,  a  morfe,  a  graff,  a  calcit 
Cavalli,  e  buoi  rempe,  fracaj/a,  e  ftrugge^ 
E  ben  e  corridor  cbi  da  luifugge. 

8. 

Gla  potre/le fentir,  come  rimbombe 
Ualto  rumor  ne  le  propinque  ville 
D^url'i,  e  di  corni,  e  rujlicane  trombe, 
E  piufpeflb)  cbe  d'altro,  il  fuon  difquille  ; 
E  con  fpuntoni,  edarcbi,  efpiedi,  efrombe 
Veder  da  i  manti  fdrucciolarne  mille, 
Ed  altrettanti  andar  da  bajjo  ad  alto. 
Per  fare  al  pazzo  un  villanefco  ajjalto. 

aal  -uenir  fuol  nelfalfo  lito  Fonda 
oJJa  daYauftro^  ch'aprincipio  fcherza. 
Che  maggior  de  la  pritna  e  la  feconday 
E  con  piu  for za  poifegue  la  terza  : 
Ed  ogni  volta  piu  I'umore  abbonda^ 
E  ne  r arena  piujlende  la  sferza  : 
Ta!  contra  Orlando  I'empia  tnrba  crefct, 
Cbe  giu  da  baize  fcenae,  e  di  valli  efce. 

10. 

Fece  inorir  diece  p  erf  one,  t  diece, 
Cbe  fenza  or  dine  akun  gH  andar  o  in  mano, 
E  quejio  cbiaro  efperimento  feet, 
Ch'era  ajfai  piujicur  /fame  lontano. 
ffrar  fangue  da  quel  urpo  a  nejfiin  lect, 
Che  b  fere,  e  percuote  ilferre  in  vano  : 
Al  Conte  i!  Re  del  del  tal  grazia  diede 
Per  pcrh  a  guaf'dia  dijuafantajfjf* 


As  they  the  mad  man's  monftrous  prowefs  fee, 

And  pow'r  extreme,  when  they're  to  him  more  near, 

They  turn  to  flight,  but  know  not  where  to  flee, 

Juft  as  it  happens  in  a  fudden  fear  : 

Th'  enrag'd  purfaeswith  vaft  rapidity, 

He  feizes  one,  and  ofF  his  head  does  tear, 

With  like  facility,  as  one  would  take 

An  apple  from  the  tree,  orflow'r  from  thorny  brake . 

6. 

Then  by  one  leg  the  heavy  trunk  he  caught, 
Which  he  his  club  on  other's  backs  did  make : 
A  pair  quite  ilunn'd,  ftretch'don  the  earth  he  brought. 
Who  may  perhaps  at  the  laft  day  awake. 
Others,  of  foot  alert,  and  quick  of  thought, 
With  utmoft  fpeed  the  country  now  forfake  : 
The  mad-man  in  pnrfuit  had  not  been  flow; 
But  to  their  herds  he  turn'd  his  fury  now. 

7  • 

The  Countrymen,  grown  by  example  wife, 
Their  p'loughs,  their fpades,  andfcyth.es,  leave  in  the 
Some  upon  houfes,  fome  on  churches  rife,      [fields : 
Since  neither  elm  or  willow  fafety  yields ; 
From  whence  the  croud  this  horrid  fury  eyes, 
With  thrufts,  bites,  fcratches,  kicks,  and  fifts,  he 
He  horfe  and  ox  does  batter,  tear,  and  flay,    [weilds : 
Good  muft  the  conrfer  be,  from  him  to  fly  away. 

8. 

Now  might  be  heard  re-echo  all  around, 
Of  the  adjacent  towns,  the  mighty  yell : 
The  noife  of  horns,  and  ruftick  trumpets  found, 
And,  above  all,  the  frequent  ring  of  bell : 
With  bows,  fpits,  flings,  andftaves,  with  iron  bound, 
Down  the  hills  rolling,  one  might  thoufands  tell : 
And  from  below,  as  many  climbing  high, 
In  country  guife,  the  mad-man  to  defy. 

9- 

As  the  waves  come  upon  the  briny  fliore, 
At  firft,  in  fport,  mov'd  by  the  fouthern  blafl ; 
The  fecond's  greater  than  what  went  before  ; 
And  with  more  force  thereon  the  third  is  caft  j 
And  ev'ry  turn  the  water  ftill  fwells  more, 
Upon  the  {brand  extends  its  lafli  more  fair. : 
So  'gainft  Orland  the  fell  tribe  multiplies ; 
Who  from  the  rocks  defcend,  and  valleys  rife. 

10. 

Ten  perfons  firft,  and  then  ten  more,  he  flew, 
Who  without  order  rufh'd  into  his  hand : 
And  this  a  plain  experiment  did  {hew, 
That  'twas  much  fafer  to  at  diftance  ftand. 
None  from  this  Kited  body  blood  e'er  drew ; 
For  him  can't  pierce,  or  cut,  ev'n  lleely  brand : 
The  King  of  Heaven  gave  the  Count  fuch  grace, 
Him,  Guardian  of  his  holy  faith,  to  place. 


Canto  24.  ORLANDO    FUR10SO. 


Era  a  periglio  di  morir  Orlando, 
SefoJ/e  di  morirjlato  capace  : 
Potea  imparar,  ch'era  agittar  il  brando, 
£  poi  voter  fenz,  arme  ejjera  tidace. 
La  turba  gia  s'andava  ritirando 
Vedendo  ogni  fuo  cotyo  ufcir  fallace. 
Orlando,  poi,  che  piu  nijfun  I'  attend*, 
Verfo  un  bar  go  di  coje  iicammin  prende, 

12. 

Dentro  non  vi  trovs  piccfol,  rie  grande, 
Chelborgo  ognun  per  terra  avea  lafciato, 
Verano  in  copia  povere  vivande 
Convenient!  a  un  pajloralejlato. 
Senza  t  'I  pane  difcerner  da  le  ghiande 
Daldigiuno,  e  da  rimpeto  cacciato, 
Le  mani,  e  il  dentt  lafJo  andar  di  kotta 
In  quel,  ch*  trovo  prinia,  o  crudo  ocotte, 

E  quindi  errando  per  tutto  il  paefe 

Davct  la  caccia,  e  a  gli  uomini,  e  «  le  fere. 

E  fcorrendo  pei  bofcbi  talor  prefe 

I  capri  fnelli,  e  le  damme  leggier  e. 

SpeJJo  con  or/1,  e  con  cinghiai  contefe, 

E  con  man  nude  It  pofe  a  giacere  ; 

E  di  lor  carne  con  tutta  lafpoglia 

Piii  volte  il  venire  empi  con  fora  veglia. 

14; 

Di  qua,  di  la,  di  fu,  di  giu  difcorre 

Per  tutta  Francia,  e  un  giorno  a  un  ponte  arrivat 

Sotto  cui  largo,  e  pieno  d'acqua  cor  re 

Un  finme  d'alta  e  di  fcofcefa  riva  : 

Edificato  a  canto  avea  una  torre, 

Che  d'ognintorno  di  Ionian  fcopriva  : 


ce   t  quv,  avete  altrove  a 
Che  di  Zerbin  nti  convien  ptitna  dire. 

J5- 

Zerbin  dapoi,  ch'  Orlando  fu  partita, 
Dimoro  alquanto,  e  pei  prefe  il  fentiero, 
Cbcl  Paladino  innanzi  gli  avea  trito, 
E  moffe  a  pajfo  lento  il  fuo  dejiriero  : 
A'0«  credo,  cbe  duo  miglia  anco  fojfe  ito, 
Che  trar  rj\de  legato  un  cavaliero 
Sopra  un  picciol  ronzino,  e  d'ogni  lato 
La  guardia  aver  d'  un  cavalier  o  armato. 

16. 

Zerbin  qv.ejh  prigion  conobbe  tijto, 
Cbe  gli  fu  apprejfo,  e  cofi  fe  Ijabella. 
Era  Oiioruo  il  Bifcaglin^  cbe  po/fo 
Fu  come  litpo  a  guardia  de  I'agnella. 
L'avea  a  tutti  gli  amid  fuoi  prepofto 
Zerbino  in  cotifidargli  la  donzella, 
Sperando  che  la  fede,  che  nel  rejlo 
Sf/npre  avea  avuta  avejfe  anco^a  in  quefto-, 


il. 

Orland  in  danger  \vas  of  being  llain, 
If  of  condition  capable  to  die : 
To  quit  his  fword,  how  great  he  was,  is  plaia ; 
And  then,  unarm'd,  exert  fuch  bravery  : 
The  crowd  retiring,  now  no  more  remain, 
As  turn  out  vain  they  ev'ry  ftroke  defcry. 
Orland,  fince  none  now  longer  with  him  (lay, 
Towards  a  little  vill  of  houfes  takes  his  way. 

12. 

Within  he  neither  met  with  fmall  or  great ; 
For  ev'ry  one,  through  fear,  the  vill  did  quit : 
Plenty  there  was  of  poor  and  humble  meat, 
What  for  a  flation  paftoral  was  fit : 
By  fury,  and  by  failing,  drove  to  eat ; 
Acorns  from  bread,  difcerning  not  a  whit, 
His  hands  and  teeth  at  once  he  eager  prefs'd 
To  whate'er  firft  he  found,  or  raw,  or  drefs'd. 

r3- 

And  from  thence  wand'ring  all  the  forefl  o'er, 
To  men,  as  well  as  favage  beads,  gave  chace  ; 
And  fometimes  feiz'd,  as  thro'  the  woods  he  bore 
The  nimble  goats  and  deer  fo  fwift  of  pace : 
Oft  with  the  bear  contended  and  wild  boar 
With  naked  arm,  left  dead  upon  the  place  : 
And  with  flefh,  fkin,  and  offal  of  the  kill'd, 
Oftimes,  in  furious  mind,  his  belly  fill'd. 

14. 

Now  here,  now  there,  now  up,  now  down,  does  go 
Thro'  France,  'till  one  day  to  a  bridge  he  came  ; 
Beneath,  with  current  large  and  full,  did  flow 
A  river  of  a  deep  and  rocky  ftream ; 
Built  on  one  fide  a  tower,  there  did  ihow 
At  diftance  all  around  its  lofty  frame : 
What  here  he  did,  you  are  to  hear  elfewhere ; 
For  of  Zerbin  to  fpeak  I  now  prepare. 

IS- 

Zerbin,  what  time  Orland  made  his  retreat, 
A  while  remain'd ;  then  did  the  footfteps  trace 
Which  by  the  Paladin  before  were  beat, 
And  mov'd  his  palfrey  in  a  gentle  pace : 
I  think  he  was  not  gone  two  miles  as  yet, 
When  he  a  knight  efpy'd  in  bondage  bafe 
On  a  fmall  forry  horfe  :  On  each  fide  had 
The  guard  of  him,  a  cavalier  in  armour  clad. 

1 6. 

To  Zerbin  ftreightway  was  this  pris'ner  knowc, 
And  fo  to  Ifabel,  when  he  came  near. 
Bifcayan  Odoric,  who  ftation 
Had,  as  the  wolf  has  of  the  lamb  the  care. 
Him  preference  'bove  all  his  friends  had  mo~*vn 
Zerbin,  to  him  confiding  thus  the  fan- ; 
Hoping  the  faith,  which  he  m  all  the  reft 
Had  ever  had,  in  this  he'd  have  exprefs'd. 

Bz  IT.- 
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Canto  24, 


17. 

Comt  era  a  funto  quella  cofajiata 
Venia  Ifabella  rac:antando  aiiotta  } 
Come  nil  palifchermo  fu  falvata 
Prima  c'aveffe  il  mar  la  nave  rotta. 
La  forza,  (he  Yavea  Odorico  ufata  ; 
E  come  tratta  poifoJTe  a  la  grotta  : 
A£  glunftra  ancy  al  fin  dl  quel  fermone, 
Che  trarre  il  malfattor  vider  prigione. 

18. 

7  duo,  cb'in  mezzo  avean  prefo  Odarico, 
/)'  IJabella  notizia  ebbono  vera  : 
£  s'avvifaro  ejjer  di  lei  F  Annco^ 
E  II  Signs?  lor,  colu'i  cb'apprejfi  Fera  : 
Mapiu,  tbe  ne  Io  fcudo  II  fegno  antico 
Vider  dipinto  difuajiirpe  alter  a 
E  trovar  poi,  cbe  guardar  meglio 
6V/  fera  al  vero  appojio  il  lor  a  awifa. 

19. 

Sahara  a  pled;,  e  con  aperte  braccia 
Correndofe  n'andar  verfo  Zerbinc, 
E  I'abbracciaro^  ove  ilmaggior  i  abbraccia, 
Col  capo  nudo  e  col  ginoccblo  ckino. 
Zerbin  guardando  I'uno  e  faltro  infaccia 
Vide  ejjer  Fun  Corebo  il  Bifcaglfnoy 
sHmonio  fcltro^  cb'egl'Cavea  mandati 
Con  OdiricQ  in  su'l  naviglio  armati. 

20. 

'jJlmGult  dijfe  ;  Pol  che  place  a  Dio 
(Lafua  me rce)  cbe  Jla  Ifabtlla  tect ; 
Jo  poj/o  ben  comprender^  Signer  mioy 
('he  nulla  cofa  nuova  ora  t'arrece  : 
S'io  TO  dlr  la  cagion,  che  quejlo  rlo 
Fa,  che  ccft  legato  Vfdi  meco  : 
Che  da  cajiei,  cbe  piufenti  fa/efti, 
A punto  avrai  tutta  i'ijloria  intefa* 

21. 

Come  dal  traditore  io  fui  fiber nito^ 
£htando  da fe levommi ,  japer  del: 
E  come  poi  Corebo  fuferit o, 
Ch'a  defender  favea  tolto  cojlei ; 
Ma  quanta  a  I  mio  ritorno  fia  fegulto^ 
Ne  veduto,  rieintefo  fu  da  lei, 
Che  te  fabbia  potato  rtferire  : 
Di  quejta  parts  dunque  io  ti  vo  dire. 

22. 

.De  la  eittade  al  mar  ratio  io  venlva 
Con  cavalii,  cb'infretta  avea  travail, 
Sempre  con  gli  ocihi  intenti,  s'iofisprrca 
Co/ior,  che  mollo  addietro  eran  reftati  : 
Io  verigo  innavzi ;  io  vengo  in  su  la  riva 
Del  mare,  al  luogo,  ove  io  gli  avea  lij'ciati,. 
Jo  guardo  ;  ne  di  tor  a  altro  ritrovo^ 
Chf  ne  f 'arena  altun  ve 


17- 


As  they  were  going  on,  about  this  cafe, 
That  iaftant  Ifabella  did  explain, 
How,  in  the  (mall  boat,  ftie  efcaped  was, 
Before  the  fhip  was  wreck'd  upon  the  main : 
The  force  us'd  to  her  by  this  Od'ric  bafe  ; 
And,  how  fhe  after  to  the  grot  was  ta'en : 
Nor  of  her  fpeech  as  yet  to  th'  end  was  got, 
When  (lie  the  malefadtor  faw  a  pris'ner  brought, 

18. 

The  two,  who  Odoric  betwixt  them  held, 
Of  Ifabella  now  had  notice  clear ; 
And  that  her  lover  'twas  they  plain  beheld, 
And  their  own  Lord,  who  to  her  was  fo  near  j 
But  more,  the  ancient  enfigns  in  his  fhield 
Of  his  high  race,  to  fee  depicled  there : 
And  after  found,  upon  a  clofer  fight, 
That  their  opinions  had  been  form'd  aright. 

19. 

They  leap  on  foot,  and  hafte  with  fwifteft  pace, 
And  tow'rds  Zerbin  with  open  arms  they  go ; 
And  him  embrace  as  great  ones  we  embrace, 
With  head  uncover'd,  and  with  knee  bent  low  : 
Zerbin  infpecling  one  and  t'other's  face, 
Saw  one  was  the  Bifcayan  Corebo, 
Almonio  t'other,  thofe  whom  he  had  fent 
With  Od'ric,  on  his  naval  armament. 

20. 

Almonio  faid,  Since  heaven  has  thought  good, 
By  mercy  great,  that  Ifabel's  with  you, 
My  Lord,  by  me  'tis  plainly  underftood, 
That  I  mould  now  inform  you  nothing  new; 
The  reafon  to  you,  if  relate  I  wou'd, 
Why  thus  this  wretch  with  me  in  bonds  you  viewj. 
From  her,  who  mofl  th'  offence  has  undergone, 
As  you  the  ftory  mult  exacl  have  known.  * 

21. 

How  I  was  baffled  by  this  traitor  bafe, 

When  he  got  rid  of  me,  you  needs  mufl  know* 

And  how  Corebo,  after,  wounded  was, 

Who  of  the  lady  the  defence  took  to ; 

But  all  that  after  my  return  did  pafs, 

Was  neither  by  her  heard,  nor  could  me  view, 

That  fhe  mould  power  have,  it  to  relate  : 

Wherefore  that  part  I  now  to  you  will  flate. 

22. 

From  th'  city  to  the  fea  in  hafte  came  I, 
With  horfes,  which  I  fpeedily  did  find, 
Ever  my  eyes  intent,  if  I  could  fpy 
Them,  who  from  me  had  tarry'd  much  behind  : 
1  forward  prefs'd,  and  to  the  banks  came  nigh 
O'  th'  fea,  the  place  where  left,  as  was  my  mind  : 
jL-look,  and  of  them  nothing  elfe  could  view, 
Except  upon  the  fand  feme  footfteps  new. 


Onto  24.  ORLJNDOF  U  R  IO 


La  pejlafeguitai,  che  mi  condujfe 
Nel  bofco  fier,  ne  motto  a  dentrofui, 
Che  dove  II  ftion  I'orecchie  mi  percttjfi, 
Giacere  in  terra  ritrovai  coftiii . 
Gli  domandai,  che  de  la  donna  fujfc; 
Che  d'Odorico,  (hi  avea  offefo  lui : 
Jo  me  n'andai ;  poi  che  la  cofa  feppi  ; 
11  traditor  cercando  per  quei  greppi. 

24. 

Molto  aggirando  vommi  ;  e  per  quel  giornt 
Altro  vejligio  ritrovar  non  pojjb. 
Dove  giacea  Corebo,  al  fin  ritorno, 
Che  fat  to  apprejjo  avea  il  terren  fi  roj/o, 
Che  poco  piu,  che  vifacea  foggiorno, 
Gli  far ia  Jlato  di  btfogno  il  fojfo, 
E  i  preti,  e  ifrati  piu  per  fitter  rarlo^ 
Cb'imedici,  e  chillettoperfanarlo. 

'25. 

Dal  bofco  a  la  cittafeci  portalh,  ^ 
E  poft  in  cafa  dyun  ojtier  mio  amico9 
Chefotto  fano  in  poco  terming  hallo 
Per  euro  ed  arte  d'un  chirurga  antico  : 
Poi  d'armeprovveduti,  e  di  cavalh 
Corebo  ed  io  cercammo  d'Odorico, 
Ch'in  corte  del  Re  Aifonfo  Bifcaglia 
Trovammo  ;  e  quivifui  fees  a  battaglia. 

26. 

La  giujlizia  del  Re,  che  il  loco  franco 
De  la  pugna  mi  diede,  e  la  ragione ; 
Ed  oltre  a  la  ragion  la  Fortuna  anco, 
Che  fpejfo  la  vittoria,  ove  vitol,pone, 
Mi  giovoji,  che  di  me  pote  manco 
11  traditor  e  ondefu  mio  prigione  : 
11  Re,  vd^to  ilgranfallo,  mi  concejje 
Di  poterfarne,  quanta  mi  piacejje. 

27. 

Non  fho  valuta  uccider,  ne  lafciarh, 
Ma,  come  vedi,  trarloti  in  catena, 
Perche  vo  cfra  tejlia  di  giudicarlo9 
Se  morire,  o  tenerfi  deve  in  pena. 
L'avere  inttfo  ck'eri  apprejfo  a  Carls, 
E'l  defir  di  trovarti,  qui  mi  mena  : 
Ringrazio  Dio,  che  mi  fa  in  quejla  parte, 
Dove  lo  fperai  meno,  ora  trovarte. 

28. 

Ringraziol  anco  ;  che  la  tua  Jfabella 
Jo  veggo  (e  non  fo  come]  che  teco  haiy 
Di  cut  per  opra  delfellon  novella 
Penfai,  che  non  avejffi  ad  udir  mat. 
Zerbino  afcolta  Almonio,  e  non  favella^ 
Fermando  gli  occki  in  Odorico  ajjai : 
Nonjiperodio,  come,  che gl'increfce; 
Ch'afi  mal  fin  tanta  amicizia  gli  ejce. 


S  0. 

23- 


. 

The  footfteps  I  purfu'd,  \vhich  me  convey'd 
To  a.  wild  wood,  nor  enter'd  long  was  I, 
But  where  a  rumour  did  my  ears  invade, 
Upon  the  ground  I  faw  this  perfon  lie. 
I  afk'd  him,  what  had  happen'd  of  the  maid  j 
Of  Od'ric ;  and  whence  came  this  injury  ? 
Hearing  the  ftory,  inftantly  I  flew 
Along  thofe  tiills,  the  traitor  to  purfue. 

24. 

Much  compafs  went  I,  and  throughout  that  day, 
Do  all  I  could,  no  other  feotfteps  found : 
At  laft  came  back  to  where  Corebo  lay, 
Who  fo  had  redden'd  near  him  all  the  ground, 
That  had  I  made  but  little  longer  ffay, 
For  him  a  grave  to  get  I  had  been  bound  -r 
And  priefls  and  friars  for  his  fepulture, 
Rather  than  bed,  or  doctor  him  to  cure. 

To  th'  city  from  the  wood  I  had  him  ta'en, 
To  an  inn-keeper's  houfe,  my  friend,  who  there^ 
In  little  time,  had  got  him  well  again, 
By  an  experienc'd  furgeon's  art  and  care : 
After,  when  horfes  we  and  arms  did  gain, 
Od'ric  to  feek,  Coreb  and  I  prepare •$ 
Whom  in  Alfonfo's  court,  Bifcaylia's  King, 
We  found,  and  him  I  did  to  combat  bring. 

26. 

The  juftice  of  the  King,  who  did  beftow 
On  me  free  place  for  combat,  and  the  caufe  j 
And  ftill  befide  the  caufe,  ev'n  fortune  too, 
That  oft  difpofes  vict'ry  by  her  laws, 
Help'd  me  fo  much,  'gainft  me  could  little  do 
The  traitor,  whence  my  prifoner  he  was : 
The  King  his  great  crime  heard,  did  me  allow 
The  pow'r,  whate'er  I  pleas'd  with  him  to  do. 

27- 

I  would  not  kill  him,  nor  him  would  I  leave  j 
But,  as  you  fee,  bring  him  to  you  in  chains, 
Willing  from  you  he  fentence  mould  receive, 
If  he  mould  die,  or  live  in  fitting  pains : 
You  with  King  Charles,  as  news  I  did  receive, 
And  hopes  to  find  you,  brought  me  to  thefe  plains  > 
Thanks  be  to  God!  who  me^did  here  direct, 
To  find  you  now,  where  leail  I  did  expect. 

28. 

I  thank  him  too,  your  Ifabel  I  fee 
(And  by  what  means  I  know  not)  with  you  here-, 
Of  whom,  I  thought,  "by  this  rogue's  villainy, 
You  never  more  the  rews  again  would  hear. 
Zerbin  Almonio  heard,  nor  word  fpake  he, 
Fixing  his  eyes,  on  Odoric  did  ftare, 
In  hatred  not  fo  much,  as  he  did  grieve, 
That  fo  much  friendship  ftiould  fuch  end  receive* 


ORLANDO    F  If  R  I  0  S  O. 
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29- 

Finite  t'tbbi  Almmio  il  fuo  fermane, 
Zerbin  riman  gran  pczzo/bigottito  ; 
Cbe  chi  tTogn'eltro  men  n'avea  ragione, 
Si  efpre/amnnte  il  po/a  aver  tradito  : 
Ma  pot,  cbe  £nna  lunga  ammirazione 
pu  fgfpirando  finalmenie  ufcilo  \ 
jil  prigion  dsmanJo^  fi  fojje  vero 
•L  c'avea  di  lui  detto  il  cavaliers. 


29. 


to 


11  dijleal  con  Je  gtnoccbia  in  terra 
Lafcio  cadt'ft  :  e  diffe^  Signor  mio, 
Ognun^  cbe  vive  al  mondo,  pecca  ed  erra  ; 
Ne  differifie  in  altro  ilbnon  dal  r/a, 
Se  nan,  cbe  fnno  e  vinto  ad  ogni  guerra  , 
Chegli  wen  .noj/a  ad  un  picciol  difio  ; 
L'altro  ruorre  a  Farme^  efi  diftnde  ; 
Mafe'lnimicoefcrte,  anco  eifirende. 

31- 

Se  tu  m'avfjji  pofto  a  la  difefa 

D'urta  tua  roeca  ;  e  ch'al  primiero  ajfel 

Alzat  •  avejji  fenza  far  contefa 

De  gl'inimici  le  handler  e  in  alto  ; 

Di  viita,  o  tradimentO)  che  piit  pcfa  , 

Su  gli  occhi  por  mi  fi  potria  uno  fmalto  ; 

Ma  s'io  cede/i  aforza  ;  fan  ben  certo, 

Cbe  biafmo  KJH  avrei,  ma  gloria  e  merto. 

i* 

Sempre  che  rinimlco  e  piit  pojftnte, 
Pin,  cbi  perde^  acceltabile  ha  la  feu  fa. 
JWia  fe'guardar  dovea  nan  altrimente^ 
Cb*  unafortezza  d'  ogri  intorno  chiufa  i 
Cofi  coh  quanta  jenno^  e  quanta  mente 
De  la  fotnma  prudenzia  niera  infufa^ 
/^  r,n  'sforzai  ruardarla  :  ma  al/Jn  vinto 
Da  intollerando  ajjalto  ne  fid  fpinto. 

Con  diffe  Odorico^  e  poi  foggumfe  , 
Cbe  far  hi  lungo  a  racontrarin  il  tutto  ; 
MoJlraitdO)  che  granjtimzlo  lo  punfe-, 
E  non  per  lieve  sferza  <?  era  indutto^ 
Se  mat  per  prieghi  ira  di  cuor  ft  emunfe9 
S'ttmiltfi  di  parlor  fete  mai  frutto, 
Quivifar  la  dcwa  :  the  do  che  muma 
Di  cuor  durezza,  ora  Odorico  truova. 

Pigliar  di  tanta  ingiuria  aha  vendetta 
Tra  il  fi  ZerbinO)  e  ii  no  refta  csnfufo  : 
II  vedere  il  deinerito  lo  alletta 
jffar,  chefta  il  fellon  di  vita  efclufo  : 
II  ricordarji  I'amiciziajiretta, 
Cb'erajtata  fra  lor  perfe  lungo  ufo, 
Con  I'acqua  di  pieta  I'accefa  rabbia 
Ntlcor  glifpegne,  e  vuolche  merce  n'abbia. 


Soon  as  Almonio  his  difcourfc  had  done, 
Zerbin  long  time  did  as  aftonifh'd  Hay, 
That  he,  that  had  lefs  caufe  than  any  one, 
In  manner  fo  exprefs,  could  him  betray  ; 
But,  after  a  long  admiration, 
When  finally  he  to  a  figh  gave  way, 
The  pris'ner  he  demanded  :  Is  this  true, 
Which  now  this  cavalier  has  told  of  you  ? 

3°- 

The  traitor  proftrate  to  the  earfh  fell  down. 
And  thus,  upon  his  knees,  his  Lord  befought  : 
To  fin  and  error  ev'ry  mortal's  prone  ; 
Nor  do  the  good  from  wicked  differ  aught, 
Save,  one  in  ev'ry  war  is  overthrown, 
Soon  as  attack'd  by  any  tempting  thought  : 
T'other  aflumes  his  arms,  and  takes  the  field  ; 
But—  if  the  foe's  too  potent,  even  he  muft  yield, 

31- 

If  you  in  the  defence  had  ported  me 
Of  any  fort,  and  at  firft  battery 
I,  without  conteft,  had  the  enemy 
SufFer'd  his  ftandard  to  exalt  on  high  ; 
Of  cowardice,  or,  what's  worfe,  treachery, 
Reproach,  with  juftice  might  upon  me  lie  ; 
But,  if  to  force  I  yielded,  fure  I  am, 
Glory  I  ihould  have  merited,  not  blame. 

32- 

Still  as  more  potent  is  the  enemy, 
More  juft  excufe  has  he  who  is  fubdu'd  : 
I  fhould  have  guarded  my  fidelity 
No  lefs  than  forts  we  round  with  ftrength  include  : 
So  did  I,  with  all  the  fagacity 
With  which  my  mind  and  judgment  were  endu'd  : 
I  drove  to  guard  it  ;  but  at  length  when  bent 
By  pow'r  intolerable,  forc'd  was  to  retreat. 

Thus  Od'ric  fpoke,  and  after  more  did  fay, 

Which  would  be  tedious,  fhould  I  all  recite  : 

That  great  compunction  flung  him  did  difplay, 

And  not  induc'd  to  this  by  paflion  light  : 

If  anger  e'er  by  pray'rs  was  wip'd  away; 

If  humble  fpeech  e'er  brought  forth  fruit  aright  ; 

This  ought  to  do't;  and  Odoric  did  find 

Herein,  what  mov'd  the  hardnefs  of  his  Prince's  mind. 

34- 

To  take  for  fo  great  wrong  a  vengeance  high, 
'Twixt  yes  and  no,  doubtful  Zerbin  remain'd  : 
Pleas'd  was  he,  thinking  of  the  injury, 
The  felon  to  lofe  life  fhould  'be  ordain'd  : 
Then  recollecting  the  ftricl:  amity 
That  'twixt  them  they  long  time  had  entertained  ; 
With  drops  of  tendernefs  the  burning  rage 
Quench'd  in  his  heart,  and  him  to  mercy  did  engage. 


Canto  24. 


ORLANDO    F^V  R  I  Q  S  O. 


35- 


Mentre  Jlava  CD  ft  Zerbino  in  for  ft 
Di  liberare,  o  di  mensr  captivo  ; 
O  pur  il  dijleal  da  gli  occhi  torfe 
Per  morte^  o  pur  tenerlo  in  pena  vivo ; 
£>uivi  ringhiando  tfpalafreno  corfe, 
Che  Mandricardo  avea  di  briglia  privo : 
E  vi  porto  la  vecchia,  che  vicino 
A  morte  dianzi  avea  tratto  Zerbino. 

3.6; 

//  palafre n,  ch'udito  di  iontano 
Avea  qutjl'ahri,  era  tra  lor  venutot 
E  la  vecchia  portatavi,  ch*  in  vano 
Venia  piangendo,  e  domandando  aiuto. 
Corns  Zerbin  lei  vide,  alzo  la  mano 
Al  del,  chefibenignogli  era  futo  ; 
Che  datogli  in  arbitrio  avea  quei  dui, 
Che  foli  odiati  ejjer  dovean  da  lui. 

37- 

Zerbin  fa  rltener  la  mala  vecchia 
Tanto,   che  penji  quel,  che  debbafarne : 
Tagliarle  il  nafo,  e  Puna  c  I 'altra  oreccbia 
Penfa  ed  efempio  a  malfattori  darne : 
Poi  gli  par  ajjal  meglio,  fe  apparecchia 
Un  pajlo  a  gli  voltoi  di  quella  earns  : 
Punizion  diver  fa  tra  fe  volv*> 
E  cofi  finalmente  firifofae. 

3». 

Si  rivolta  a  i  compagni ;  e  dice,  lo  fono 
Da  lafciar  vivo  il  dijleal  contento  : 
Che  s'in  tutto  non  merits  perdono, 
Non  merit  a  anco  Ji  crudel  tormento  : 
Che  viva,  e  che  Jlegato  Jia,  gli  dono\ 
Pero,  ch'ejjlr  d'cunor  la  colpa  fento  ; 
E  fccllmente  cgni  fcufa  ^ammettey 
Ruanda  in  Amor  la  colpafi  rifatte. 

39- 

Amor  ha  voltofottofopra  fpejfi 
Senno  piufaldo,  che  non  ha  cojlui^ 
Ed  ha  condotto  a  via  maggior  eccejjb 
Di  quefto,  ch'oltraggiato  ha  tittti  tiui, 
Ad  Odorico  debbe  ejfer  rimejfi ; 
Punito  ejjer  debbo  to,  che  ciece  fui  : 
Cieco  a  dargline  imprefa  j  e  non  par  mentey 
Cbe'lfoco  arde  la  paglia  facilmente., 

40. 

Pot  riiirando  Odorico,  lo  vo  ;  che  fa, 
Gli  diffe,  del  tuo  error  la  penitenza, 
Che  la  vecchia  abbi  un  anno  in  csmpagnia, 
2?e  di  Ififciarla  mai  ti  fia  licenza  ; 
Ma  notte,  e  giorno,  ove  in  vada,  oJ1ia9 
Un'ora  mai  non  it  ne  trovi  fenza  ; 
E  fin  a  morte  fia  da  te  difefa 
Contra  ciafcuns  che  voglia  farle  oj^efa, 


35- 

While  Zerbin  in  fuch  doubtful  guifc  dkl  flay, 
To  fet  him  free,  or  lead  him  in  his  chain, 
Or  from  his  fight  the  traitor  take  away 
By  death,  or  living,  keep  him  on  in  pain, 
The  palfrey  fwiftly  running  there  did  neigh, 
From  which  the  bridle  Mandricard  had  ta'en ; 
And  the  old  woman  brought  there,  who  before 
Had  to  his  death  fo  nigh  Zerbino  bore. 

36. 

The  palfrey,  who  had  heard  the  company 
At  a  great  diftance,  now  amidft  them  came ; 
And  the  old  woman  brought  there,  who  did  cry 
As  fhe  came  on,  and  help  in  vain  exclaim : 
When  her  he  {aw,  Zerbin  his  hands  rais'd  high 
To  heav'n,  which  fo  benign  to  him  became ; 
And  now  thefe  two  to  his  difpofal  gave, 
To  whom  alone  he  hatred  ought  to  have. 

37- 

To  hold  the  vile  old  wretch  Zerbin  takes  care, 
'Till  he  fhould  judge  what  courfe  with  her  to  take 
He  thinks  her  nofe  to  cut,  and  each  her  ear, 
To  malefactors  an  example  make : 
Then  it  feem'd  better  that  he  ftiould  prepare 
Her  flefh  a  feafl  to  be  for  vultures'  fake : 
Punition  diverfe  in  himfelf  revolv'd, 
And  upon  this  he  finally  refolv'd. 

38. 

Turns  to  the  company,  then  fays,  Alive 
This  traitor  to  leave  ftill,  I  am  content ; 
And  if  he  wholly  merits  not  reprieve, 
He  merits  not  I  cruel  fhould  torment  j 
To  him  to  be  unbound,  and  life  I  give, 
Seeing  his  fault,  from  love,  which  I  refent : 
Any  excufe  we  eafily  admit, 
When  we  reflect  love  did  the  crime  commit. 

39- 

'Tis  love  has  frequently  turn'd  upflde  down 
A  breafl  more  firm  than  has  this  criminal; 
And  has  to  far  more  great  excefs  led  on, 
Than  ev'n  this  outrage  he  has  done  us  all : 
To  Od'ric  due  is  a  remifEon ; 
On  me,  who  blind  was,  ihould  punition  fall : 
Blind,  an  emprize  to  give  him,  and  ne'er  mind, 
That  ftraw  near  fire  is  to  take  fire  indin'd. 

40. 

Then,  looking  upon  Odoric,  faid  he, 
I  will,  your  crime  this  penance  fhould  receive  : 
A  year  you  keep  th'  old  woman  company 
Nor  be  you  licenc'd  ever  her  to  leave ; 
But  night  and  day,  where'er  you  go  or  be,- 
An  hour  from  her  none  ever  you  perceive : 
And  until  death,  you  fland  in  her  defence, 
'Gainft  ev'ry  one,  who  would  give  her  offence. 
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4i. 

Vo  \  fe  da  lei  ti  fara  comandato, 
Chepigli  contra  ognun  contefa  e  guerra. 
Vo  in  quejlo  tempo,  che  tufia  obbligato 
Tutta  Francis  cercar  di  terra  in  terra. 
Cofi  dicea  Zerbin,  che  pel  peccato 
Meritando  Odoric  andar  fotterra, 
^uejlo  era  porgli  innanzi  un'alta  fojja, 
Chefia'gran  firte,  chefhivar  la  pojja. 

42. 

Tante  donne,  tanti  uomini  traditi 
Avea  la  vecchia,  e  tanti  offefi,  e  tanti, 
Che  chi  fara  con  lei,  non  fcnza  liti 
Potra  pajjar  de'cavaliert  erranti. 
Cofi  di  par  faranno  ambi  pitniti ; 
Ella  di  fuoi  commtjffi  errori  inanti  } 
Egli  di  torne  la  difefa  a  torto  : 
Ne  molto  poira  andar,  che  nonfta  morto. 

43; 

Di  dover  fervar  quejfo,  Zerbin  diede 
Ad  Odorico  un  giuramcnts  forte, 
Conpatto,  che  fe  mai  rompe  lafede, 
E  ch1  innanzi  gli  capiti  per  forte* 
Senza  udir  prieghi,  e  averne  piu  mercede, 
J>0  debba  far  morir  di  cruda  morte  : 
Ad  Almonio,  e  a  Corebo  poi  rivolto 
Fece  Zerbin,  che  fu  Odorico  fciolto. 

44-. 

Corebo,  confentendo  Abnonio,  fciolfe 
II  traditor  al  fin,  ma  non  infretta ; 
Ch'a  I'uno,  e  a  I'aitro  ejjer  turbato  dolfe 
Da  Ji  defiderata  fua  vendetta, 
^uindi  partijft  il  dijleale ;  e  tolfe 
In  compagnia  la  vecchia  maladetta  : 
Non  ft  legge  in  Turpin,  che  n'avvenijje  : 
Ma  vidigia  un  Autor  che  piu  nefcrijfe. 

.45- 

Scrive  F  Autor  e  ;  il  cui  name  mi  taccio, 
Che  non  furo  lontani  una  giornata, 
Che  per  torfi  Odorico  qvello  impaccio, 
Contra  ogni  patto,  ed  ogni  fede  data, 
Al  lollo  di  Gabrina  gitto  un  laccio, 
E  che  a  un  olmo  la  lafiio  impiccata ; 
£  ch'indi  a  un  anno  (ma  non  dice  il  kco) 
Almonio  a  lui  fece  il  medefmo  gipco. 

46. 

Zerbin,  che  dietro  era  venuto  a  I'orma 
Del  Paladin,  ne  perderla  vorrebbe, 
Manda  a  dar  dije  nuove  a  In  fua  torma, 
Chejlarfenza  gran  dubbio  non  nedebbe. 
Almonio  manda,  e  di  piu  cofe  in  for  ma, 
Che  lungo  il  tutto  a  raccontar  jarebbe  : 
Almonio  manda,  e  a  lui  Corebo  appref/o  ; 
We  lien,  fuor  ch' Iji.bclla,  altri  con  eft. 


I  will,  to  you  fhould  it  be  her  command, 
You  ftrife  and  war  'gainft  any  undertake  : 
I  will,  that  now  you  obligated  ftand 
O'er  France,  from  land  to  land,  you  haity  make : 
Thus  faid  Zerbin,  for  that,  by  crime  fo  grand, 
For  him  a  grave  his  merit  might  befpeak : 
This  was  to  lay  before  him  a  deep  gap, 
That  it  great  luck  muft  be,  could  he  efcape. 

42. 

Th'  old  woman  did  fo  many  men  betray, 
And  ladies,  and  did  wrongs  of  fo  great  height, 
That  who  fhould  with  her  be,  not  without  fray 
Could  travel  on,  'gainfl  many  an  errant  knight ; 
Thus  they'd  be  punifh'd,  both  in  equal  way  ; 
She  for  the  faults  fhe  did  before  commit; 
He  by  the  taking  her  defence  in  wrong ; 
Nor,  but  he  dead  muft  be,  could  wander  long. 

43- 

Zerbino  gave,  that  he  fhould  this  obferve, 
An  oath  to  Od'ric,  in  ftrong  manner  ta'en ; 
With  compact,  if  he  from  his  vow  fhould  fwerVe; 
And  he,  by  chance,  fhould  light  of  him  again ; 
His  pray'rs  unheard,  no  mercy  he'd  deferve, 
But  by  a  cruel  death  he  fhould  be  flain  : 
Then  to  Almonio  and  Coreb  turn'd  round, 
Zerbin  commanded  Od'ric  be  unbound. 

44. 

At  laft  Almonio,  with  Coreb's  confent, 
Let  loofe  the  traitor,  but  not  fpeedily; 
For  both  the  one  and  t'other  difcontenf, 
Criev'd  of  their  vengeance  to  deprived  be  : 
From  hence  away  the  treach'rous  Od'ric  went, 
And  took  the  curs'd  old  hag  in  company : 
What  came  of  them  in  Turpin  we  read  not ; 
But  I've  an  author  feen,  who  more  has  wrote. 

45- 

An  author  writes,  the  name's  in  filence  pafs'd, 
Ere  they  did  one  day's  journey  farther  go, 
Od'ric  to  rid  him  of  his  burden  vaft, 
Counter  to  ev'ry  paft  and  given  vow, 
About  Gabrina's  neck  an  halter  caft, 
And  left  her  hanging  to  an  elmeu  bough : 
And  a  year  after,  but  the  place  don't  fay, 
Almonio  fhew'd  to  him  the  felf-fame  play. 

46. 

Zerbino,  who  the  footfteps  now  purfues 
O'th'  Paladin,  nor  would  he  lofe  the  route, 
Sends  to  his  fquadron  of  himfelf  the  news, 
Who  elfe  muft  needs  remain  in  utmoft  doubt : 
Almonio  fends,  and  more  things  to  him  fhews, 
Which  would  be  tedious  to  the  whole  tell  out : 
Almonio  and  Corebo  too  fends  on, 
And  with  himfelf,  fave  Ifabel,  keeps  none. 


47- 
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' 'era  I 'amor  grandey  che  Zerbino, 

E  non  minor  delfuo,  quel  che  Ifabella 
Portava  al  virtuofo  Paladino^ 
Tanto  il  defer  d'intender  la  novella^ 
Ch'egli  avej/'e  trovato  il  Saracino^ 
Che  deldejlrier  lo  trajje  con  la  fella  ; 
Che  non  far  a  a  Cejfercito  ritorno, 

finitO)  che  fta  il  terzo  giorno. 


Se 


48. 


//  terming^  eft  Orlando  afpettar  dijje 
11  cavalier ',  ch'ancor  non  porta  fpada. 
Non  e  alcun  luogo,  dove  il  Conte  gi/f, 
Cbe  Zerbin  pel  medefimo  non  vada  : 
Giunfe  al  Jin  tra  quegli  arbori,  chefcrijje 
L'ingrata  donna,  un  poco  fuor  diftrada^ 
E  con  la  font  e  e  col  vicino  Jaffa 
Tutti  li  ritrovo  mejfi  in  fracajfo* 

49. 

Vede  Ionian  non  fa  che  luminofot 
E  trova  la  corazza  ejjer  del  Conte  ; 
E  trova  I 'elmo  poiy  non  quel  famofoy 
Ch'armo  gia  il  capo  a  PJtyricano  Almonte. 
11  dejlrier  ne  la  felva  piu  nafcofo 
Sente  annitrire^  e  leva  al  fuon  la  front  e  } 
E  vide  Brigliador  pafcer  per  Ferbat 
Che  da  Varcion  pendent  e  ilfrenoferba. 

50. 

Durindana  cerco  per  laforejla^ 
E  fuor  la  vide  del  foderojtarfe. 
Trovo,  ma  in  pezzi,  ancor  la  fopravejia, 
Ck'in  cento  lochi  il  mifer  Conte  fpfirfe. 
Ifabella,  e  Zerbin  con  faccia  mcjla 
Stanno  mirana'o,  e  nan  fan  che  penfarfe  : 
Penfar  potrian  tutte  le  cofe,  eccetto 
ChefoJ/e  Orlando  fuor  de  fintelletto. 

51- 

Se  di fan  fat  vedejjino  una  goccia, 
Creder  pctrian,  che  fojfe  Jiato  morto. 
Intanto  lungo  la  corrente  doccla 
Vider  venir  un  pajiorelh  fmorto. 
Cofluipur  dianzi  avea  di  5«  la  roccia 
L.' alto  furor  de  I'infclice  forfj; 
Come  far  me  git  to,  fqitardoffii  panni^ 
Pfjjlori  uccife,  efe  mill  altri  danni, 

52. 

Coftui,  richieJJo  da  Zerbin^  gli  d'tede 
Vcra  information  di  tu'to  quejh. 
Zerbmji  marcTJiglia^  e  a  peua  il  crede^ 
E  tutlavia  nha  indizio  manifcjlo. 
Sia  come  vuole  :  cgli  difcende  a  pifde 
Plen  di  pietadt,  lagrimofo^  e  meftoj 
E  riccgliendo  da  diverfa  parte 
Le  reliquie  ne  va}  cb'eranofparte, 
VOL.  II. 


47- 

So  very  great  the  love  was,  \vhich 
Nor  lefs  than  his,  did  Ifabella  Ihew, 
Conceiv'd  towards  the  val'rous  Paladin, 
Such  a  defire  to  hear  of  him  aught  new, 
If  he  as  yet  had  found  the  Saracin, 
Who  from  his  horfe  him  with  his  faddle  drew ; 
Back  to  the  army  he'll  not  go,  before 
Three  days  completely  (hall  be  gone  and  o'er. 

48. 

The  term,  Orlando  faid  he  would  attend 
The  cavalier,  who  yet  no  fword  would  wear. 
No  place  was,  where  the  Count  his  fteps  might  bend, 
That  Zerbin  thro'  the  felf-faine  did  not  bear  : 
Arrives  among  the  grove  of  trees,  i'  th'  end, 
Carv'd  by  th'  ingrate,  which  to  the  road  lay  near : 
And,  with  the  fountain  and  the  neighb'ring  rock, 
All  he  difcover'd  into  pieces  broke. 

49. 

At  diftance  faw,  he  knew  not  what^ahat  fhone, 
And  found,  it  the  cuirafs  was  of  the  Count ; 
Then  fees  the  helmet,  not  that  famous  one 
Which  arm'd  the  head  of  African  Almont : 
The  horfe  within  the  thicket  moft  o'ergrown 
Heard  neigh,  and  at  the  noife  he  rais'd  his  front ; 
And  Brigliador  he  grazing  there  beheld, 
Whom,  hanging  at  the  faddle-bow,  the  bridle  held. 

So- 
Sought  Durindana  then  the  foreft  round, 
And  faw  unflieath'd  it  from  the  fcabbard  lays  ; 
E'en  his  furtout,  but  all  in  pieces  found, 
Which  the  poor  Count  had  caft  an  hundred  ways, 
Zerbin  and  Ifabel,  in  grief  profound, 
Unknowing  what  to  think,  flood  in  amaze : 
Of  all  things  elfe  to  think  they  were  inclin'd, 
Save,  that  Orlando  was  out  of  his  mind, 

51- 

Hud  they  difcover'd  but  a  drop  of  blood, 
They  might  imagine  that  he  dead  had  been  i 
In  the  mean  time,  by  a  ftream's  cryftal  flood, 
A  fhepherd  coming,  pale  with  fear,  was  feen. 
This  man  before  from  off  the  rock  had  view'd, 
Of  the  unhappy,  the  high  furious  mein : 
His  arms  how  he  had  thrown,  his  veftments  tore, 
The  fhepherds  kill'd,  and  done  a  thoufand  mifchiefs 
52.  Qnore. 

Enquiring,  from  this  man  Zerbin  receives 
An  information  true  of  all  the  roll. 
Zerbin  fo  wonders,  Icarce  lie  it  believes, 
And  all  the  way  has  tokens  manifeil: : 
Be't  as  it  will,  his  horfe  he  fudden  leaves, 
With  pity  fill'd,  in  tears,  with  grief  opprefs'd ; 
And  went  about,  ccllecYmg  up  and  down 
The  relicks,  which  in  various  parts  were  thrown, 
C  53- 
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53- 


S3- 


Dalpalafren  difcendc  anco  Ifaltlh, 
E  va  quelFarme  riducendo  tnfteme. 
Ecco  lor  Joprawiene  una  donzella 
Dolente  in  vljta,  e  di  cttor  fpejjb  genie. 
Semi  domanda  alcun;  chifia  ;  perch' elta 
Coft  faffligge  \  e  che  dolor  la  preme  ; 
Jo  gli  refpondera,  che  e  Fiorditigi, 
Che  de  I'amantefuo  cerca  i  vejiigi. 

Da  Brandt 'mar te  fenzafarle  motto 
La f data  fit  ne  la  citta  di  Carlo  ; 
Dov'ella  i'afpettofei  me/t,  od  otto, 
EI  quando  a  I  fin  non  vide  ritornarlo^ 
Da  un  mare  a  I'altrofi  mife,  fin  fat  to 
Pirene,  e  I'Alpe-,  eper  tutto  a  cercarlo  : 
Uando  cercando  in  ogni  parte,  fuore 
CValpalazzo  £  Atlante  incantatore. 

Se  fojfejfata  a  quell' 'ojtel  d' Atlant  e^ 
Veduto  con  GradaJJo  andare  errand1) 
L'avrebbe)  c«n  Ruggier,  con  Br  adamant  et 
E  con  Ferrauprima,  e  con  Orlando. 
Jkfa  poi  eke  caccio  AJlolfo  il  Negromante 
Colfuon  del  cor  no  orribile,  e  mirando^ 
Brandimarte  torno  verfo  Parigi : 
Ma  non  fapea  gia  quejto  Fiordiligi. 

56. 

Come  to  vl  dico,  fopraggmnta  a  caft 
A  quei  duo  Amanti  Fiordiligi  bella, 
Consbbe  Farme,  e  Erigliador  rimafo 
Senza  il  padrone^  e  colfreno  a  la  fella, 
Vide  con  gli  occbi  ilniferabil  cafo, 
£  n'ebbe  per  udita  anco  novella  ; 
Che  fimilmente  il  pa/fore/  narrdle 
Aver  veduto  Orlando  correrfolle, 

Quivi  lerbin  tutte  rag  una  I'arme, 
£  nefa  come  un  lei  trofeo  s'un  pino  : 
E  valendo  vietar^  che  nonfe  n'arme 
Cavalier  paefan^  ne  peregrine  ; 
Scrive  nel  verde  ceppo  in  breve  car  me  ^ 
AR  MATURA  a" Orlando  Paladino  ; 
Come  volej/e  dir^  Neffun  la  musva, 
Chejlar  non  pojja  con  Orlando  aprova, 

58- 

Fin! to  c'ebbe  la  laudtvol  opra, 
Tornava  arimontar  sulfuodejiriero: 
Ed  ccio  JVLandr'icardo  arrivar  J'opra , 
Che  vi/fa  ilpin  di  quelle  fpoglie  a/tiers 3 
Lo  pritga  che  la  cofa  gli  difctiopra  ; 
E  quel  gli  narra^  come  ha  intefo  il  vero  : 
Allora  il  Re  Pagan  licto  non  baday 
Che  vicne  al  pino,  t  ns  Itva  la  fpada  j 


Ifabel  too  defcends  fi-om  her  palfrey, 
And  does  thefe  arms  about  collecting  go, 
When  they  a  damfel  coining  to  them  fee, 
From  her  heart  fighing  oft,  in  look  of  woe  r 
If  any  one  enquires  who  this  might  be, 
That  is  with  grief  opprefs'd,  afflicted  fo ; 
I'll  anfwer  him,  this  Flordilige  does  prove, 
Who  fearches  now  the  footfteps  of  her  love. 

54- 

By  Brandimart,  of  which  no  word  he  {aid, 
In  Charles's  city  fti'ad  deferted  been ; 
Where  fhe  for  him  fix  or  eight  months  had  ftay'd  ; 
And,  when  at  laft  he  came  not  back,  fh'ad  feen, 
From  one  to  t'other  fea  herfelf  convey'd 
Throughout,  to  feek  him  from  Alps  to  Pyrene  : 
To  ev'ry  place  about  to  feek  him  went, 
Save  the  enchanted  palace  of  Atlant. 

55- 

Had  fhe  been  at  this  manfion  of  Atlant, 
Him  wand 'ring  with  Gradafs  fhe  there  had  feen, 
As  he  with  Ruggier  and  with  Bradamant, 
With  Ferrau  firft,  and  with  Orland  had  been  : 
But  when  Aftolf  drove  off  the  Necromant, 
Of  his  dread  wond'rous  horn,  with  noife  fo  keen, 
Back  towards  Paris  Brandimart  did  go ; 
But  this,  as  yet,  Flordilige  did  not  know. 

56. 

Joining  by  chance,  as  I  before  have  faid, 
With  thefe  two  lovers,  Flordilige  the  fair, 
She  knew  the  arms,  and  Brigliador,  who  ftay'd 
Bridled  and  faddled,  but  no  Mafter  there  : 
The  haplefs  cafe  with  her  own  eyes  furvey'd, 
Which  alfo  fhe  before  as  news  did  hear  : 
For  her  inform'd  the  fhepherd  likewife  had, 
That  he  had  feen  Orland,  who  was  run  mad. 

57- 

Here  all  the  arms  Zerbin  does  reunite, 
And,  as  a  trophy  fair,  fix'd  to  a  pine  : 
Wills  to  forbid  thefe  arms  be  touch'd  by  Knight, 
Whether  he  native  be,  or  peregrine  : 
On  verdant  tree,  in  a  fhcrt  verfe,  does  write, 
Thefe  are  Orlando's  arms,  the  Paladin  : 
As  if  he  meant  to  fay,  Thefe  no  one  move, 
Who  can't  an  equal  to  Orlando  prove. 

5*- 

When  this  praife-worthy  tafk  was  at  an  end, 
Again  to  mount  his  palfrey  he  return'd  ; 
And,  behold  Mandricard  toward  him  bend, 
Who  faw  the  pine  with  thofe  rich  fpoils  adorn'd, 
Praying  the  cafe  to  him  might  be  explain'd  ; 
And  he  the  truth  relates,  as  you  have  learn'd. 
The  Pagan  King  rejoic'd,  without  delay 
Comes  to  the  pine,  and  takes  the  fword  away ; 
2  59, 
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59- 


Dicendo,  Alcun  non  me  ne  puo  riprendere  : 
Non  e  pur  oggi,  cb'io  Vho  fatta  mia. 
Ed  ilp°JfeD°  giujtamente  prendcre 
Ne  pojjo  in  ogni  parte,  owunque fia. 
Orlando,  cbe  temea  quella  defender  ey 
S'ba  finto  pazzo,  e  I' ha  gittata  via  : 
Ma  quando  fua  vilta  pur  cofi  fcv.fi, 
Non  dtbbefar,  cb'io  tnia  ragion  non  ufi, 

60. 

Zerbino  a  luigridava;  Non  la  torre, 
O  penfa  non  I'averfenza  quejiione  : 
Setogliefti  cofi  Far  me  d' Ettorre, 
Tit  rbai  di  fur  to  piii,  che  di  ragione. 
Senz'altro  dir  I'un  fopra  laltro  corre^ 
D'animo  e  di  virtu  gran  paragone. 
Di  cento  colpi  gia  rimbomba  ilfuono^ 
Nc  bene  ancor  ne  la  battaglia  fono. 

61. 

Di prejlezza  Zerbin  par  unafiammct 
Atorfi,  owunque  Dur  in  dana  cada. 
Di  qua,  di  la  faltar,  come  una  damma 
Fa'lfuo  dejlrier,  dove  e  miglior  la  Jlrada  .' 
£  ben  convien,  cbe  non  ne  per  da  dramma  ; 
Cb'andra,  a"untratto  il  c oglie  quella  fyada* 
A  ritrovar  gl'innamorati  fpirti, 
Cb'empion  lafelva  de  gli  ombroji  mirti. 

62. 

Come  il  veloce  can,  che1 1  psrco  ajfalta, 
Chefuor  del gregge  errar  vcgga  ne'campi, 
Lova  aggirandQi  equinci,  e  quindifalta9 
Ma  quello  attende,  ch'una  volta  inciampi  : 
Cofife  vien  la  fpada,  obaj/a,  odaltay 
Sta  mirando  Zerbin,  come  nefcampi  : 
Come  la  vita,  efonor  falvi  d  un  tempo 
Tienfempre  Foccbio,  e  fere^  e  fugge  a  un  tempo. 

63. 

Da  Faltra  parte,  owunque  il  Saradn9 
La  fiera  fpada  vibra,  o  piena,  o  vota  ; 
Sembrafra  due  montagne  un  vento  alpino, 
Cb'  una  frondofa  felva  il  Marzo  fcuota  ; 
Ch'cra  la  caccia  a  terra  di  capo  chinot 
Or  gli  fyezzati  rami  in  aria  ruota. 
Benche  Zerbin  piu  colpi,  e  fugga,  e  fchi'd, 
I  fin,  cb'un  non  gli  arrivi. 

64. 


Non  puofcbivare  d 


Non  pub  fchivare  al  fin  un  gran  fendente^ 
Cbe  tra  I  brando  e  lofiudo  entra  sifl  petto, 
Grojfo  I'ufbergO)  e  %ro{ja  parimente 
Era  la  piaftra^  il  panzeron  perfdto  : 
Pur  nmgli  fteron  contra  ;  td  uguclmente 
A  la  fpada  crudcl  dieron  ricetto. 
Quella  ca/o  tagliando  do  cbe  prefet 
La  corazza3  e  iarcion  Jin  su  Famefe, 


Saying,  For  this,  none  can  me  wrong  declare, 
'Tis  not  to-day  that  this  I  made  my  own  ; 
And  the  pofleffion  of  it  I  may  fliare 
Juftly,  in  any  place  where  it  is  fhown  : 
Orlando,  to  defend  this  having  fear, 
Has  madnefs  feign'd,  and  it  away  has  thrown  : 
But,  tho'  his  cowardice  he  thus  excufe, 
It  is  but  juft  I  fhould  my  reafon  ufe. 

60. 

Forbear  to  take  it,  to  him  Zerbin  cries ; 
Or  think  not  to  retain  it  without  fight : 
If  Hector's  arms  you  feize  on  in  fuch  guife, 
By  robbery  you  have  it,  not  by  right. 
Without  more  fpeech,  each  at  the  other  flies, 
Great  paragons  of  courage,  and  of  might ; 
Of  hundred  ftrokes,  the  noife  now  echoes  round, 
Ere  yet  they  fully  were  in  combat  found. 

61. 

In  fwiftnefs  Zerbin  does  like  flame  appear, 
Where  Durindana  falls,  away  to  get, 
He  makes  his  war-horfe  leap  as  does  a  deer, 
This  way  and  that,  where  his  road  feems  moll  fit  s 
And  not  to  lofe  the  leaft,  he  muft  take  care  ; 
For  he  muft  go,  if  by  this  fword  once  hit, 
To  find  thofe  fhades  out,  who,  infpir'd  with  love, 
Fill  the  dark  confines  of  the  myrtle  grove. 

62. 

When  worrying  the  hog,  as  the  fleet  hound, 
Which  wand'ring  from  the  herd  i'th'field  he  fees  ; 
One  fide  and  t'other  leaps,  and  him  goes  round ; 
But  th'other  watches  him  at  once  to  feize  ; 
So,  where  the  fword,  or  high  or  low  is  found, 
Zcrbiri  ftands  looking,  as  the  ftroke  he  flees  : 
How  life  and  honour  he  at  once  might  fave, 
Holds  fix'd  his  eyes,  and  ftrikes,  when  back  he  gare. 

63- 

On  t'other  hand,  where-e'er  the  Saracin 
Brandifhes  full  or  void  his  deadly  blade, 
It's  like  a  tempeft  midft  the  mounts  Alpine, 
When  the  March  winds  the  leafy  woods  invade, 
That  drives"  it  down  to  earth  with  top  recline, 
Or  wheels  in  air  the  boughs  torn  from  its  head  r 
Tho'  Zerbin  many  ftrokes  avoids  by  flight, 
He  could  not  fhift  at  laft,  but  one  did  on  him  light. 

64. 

He  could  not  fhift  j  at  length,  a  cleaving  blow, 
Which  'twixt  his  iword  and  fhield  his  bofooi  hit : 
Hi 3  corflet  grofs,  of  equal  groirhefs  too 
His  coat  of  mail,  and  breaft-plate  were  complete : 
But  'gainft  it  flood  not,  and  alike  all  now 
The  cruel  weapon's  entrance  did  admit, 
Which,  falling,  cut  where-ever  it  did  light, 
Cuirafs,  and  faddle-bow,  and  trappings,  quite, 
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65. 

E  fe  non*  chffujcarfo  ilcolpo  aljuanto, 
Per  mezzo  lofendea,  come  una  canna  j 
Ma  jenetra  ml  vivo  a  pena  tanto, 
Che  poco  piu,  che  la  pell*  gli  danna  : 
La  non  profonda  piaga  e  lunga^  quanta 
Nonji  Tnif'<reria  con  una  fpavna. 
Lf  lucid' ar  me  il  caldo  fangue  irriga 
Perfin'alpie'di  rubiconda  riga. 

66. 

Ccfi  talora  un  bel  purpureo  najlro 
Ho  veduto  fartir  tela  d'argento 
Da  quella  lianca  man  pin,  ch'alabajlre^ 
Da  cut  partir  il  cusr  fpefc  mi  fento. 
^ulvi  poco  a  Zerbin  vale  eJJ'er  maftro 
Di  guerra,  edaverforza^  e  piit  a rdimento  ; 
Che  difinezza  d'armt,  e  di  pojjanza 
II  Re  di  Tartaria  troppo  I'avanza. 

67. 

Fit  quejlo  colpo  del  Pagan  maggiore 
In  apparenza,  che  fojje  in  effetto  j 
<Tal  ch' IJabella  fe  ne  fenie  it  cere 
Fendere  in  mezzo  a  I'aggbiacciato  petto. 
Zerbin  pien  d'ardimento,  e  di  valore 
^Tutto  s'injiamma  d'ira^  e  di  difprtto  j 
£  quanta  pin  ferire  a  due  man  puotet 
In  mezzo  felmo  il  Tartaro  penuote. 

68. 

<j)uaji  sul  cello  del  dejirier  piegoj/e 
Per  fafpra  botta  il  Saracin  fuperbo  } 
£  quando  felmofenza  incanto  fofle> 
Partita  il  capo  gli  avria  il  colpo  acerbo. 
Con  poco  differ ir  ben  yendicojfe^ 
NediJJe^  a  un'altra  vclta  io  te  la  ferbo  j 
E  la  f pa  da  gli  alzoverfo  felmetto^ 
Sperandcft  tagliarlo  iujhfal  petto. 

69. 

Zf ;•/>///,  che  tenca  Focchio^  eve  la  mente^  . 
Prejlo  il  cavallo  a  la  man  dejlra  volfe : 
Nonfiprefto  pero,  che  la  tag'iente 
SpadafuggiJJe,  che  lo  fctfdo  co'fe  : 
Da  fommo  ad  imo  ella  il  parti  ugnalmenle^ 
E  di  fetto  il  braccial  roppey  e  difciolfe  j 
E  lui  fen  nel  braccio  ;  e  pot  farnefe 
JSpezzogli,  enc  la  cofcia  anco  glifcefe. 

70. 

Zerbin  di  qua,  di  la  cerca  ogni  via  : 
A7^  mai  di  quel  che  vuol,  coja  gli  avvienne  ; 
Che  I'armatura,  fopra  cttiffi  ia, 
Unpiiciolfegnopar  non  ne  riliene. 
Da  taltra  parteil  Re  di  Tar  .ria 
Sopra  Zerbino  a  tal  vantag-  is  viene, 
Che  fhaferito  in  feite  parti    ;  in  otto, 
Tolto  lofcudoy  e  mezzy  I'chiu  rctto. 


65. 

And,  fomewhat  fhort  if  the  blotv  had  not  been, 
Juft  as  a  reed  it  him  had  cleft  in  twain  ; 
But  to  the  quick  it  fcarce  fo  entered  in, 
That  little  more  than  (kin  did  hurt  fuftain. 
The  wound,  tho'  long,  was  in  its  depth  but  thin, 
And  might  the  meafure  of  a  fpan  contain. 
The  fhining  arms  with  the  warm  blood  were  wet  ; 
A  crimfon  fillet  trickled  to  his  feet. 

66. 

As  fometimes  with  a  fcarlet  ribband  fine, 
Dividing  cloth  of  filver  have  I  feen 
That  hand,  which  alabafter  does  outfhine, 
Whence  oft  I've  felt,  my  heart  has  feverd  been.  . 
Here  fkill  in  war  little  avail'd,  Zerbin 
Having  much  force,  more  bravery  therein ; 
For  in  flout  arms,  and  in  his  power  too, 
The  King  of  Tartary  too  much  did  him  outdo. 

67. 

Greater,  thus  by  the  Pagan  giv'n,  the  wound, 
Than  in  effecT:  it  had  been,  was  in  ihow  ; 
So  that  her  heart  thence  Ifabella  found 
Amidft  her  frozen  bofom,  cleft  in  two. 
Zerbin  with  rage  and  valour  did  abound, 
All  o'er  inflam'd  with  fpite  and  fury  too : 
With  all  his  force,  with  vaft  two-handed  might, 
Midft  of  his  helmet  he  the  Tartar  hit. 

68. 

Almoft  down  to  his  horfe's  neck  did  lean 
The  haughty  Saracin  by  the  fierce  blow  ; 
And  had  his  helmet  not  enchanted  been, 
The  flroke  fevere  had  cleft  his  head  in  two : 
With  fmall  delay  fit  vengeance  may  be  ta'en, 
He  faid,  and  next  turn  I  referve  for  you  : 
And  his  fword  tow'rds  his  helmet  lifted  up, 
Quite  to  his  breaft,  expecting  him  to  chop. 

69. 

Zerbin  with  eye  and  mind  intent  furvey'd, 
And  fudden  turn'd  his  horfe  round  to  the  right, 
Yet  not  fo  quickly,  that  the  cutting  blade 
He  could  avoid,  which  on  his  fhield  did  light : 
From  top  to  bottom  it  a  parting  made, 
The  bands  beneath  did  cut  and  difunite  ; 
And  wounds  his  arm,  then  did  to  bits  divide 
His  coat  of  mail,  and  funk  into  his  fide. 

70. 

Zerbin  now  here,  now  there,  each  method  fought, 
Nor  could  he,  what  he  wifh'd  fo  much,  attain  j 
For  that  the  armour,  upon  which  he  fmote, 
Not  ev'n  the  fmalleft  fignal  did  retain  : 
On  t'other  hand,  the  Tartar  King  had  got 
.Over  Zerbino  the  advantage  plain, 
That  in  a  many  places  him  he  ftroke, 
His  ihield  had  ta'en,  and  midfl  his  helmet  broke. 
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Quel  tuttavia  piu  va  perdendo  il  fangue  : 
Manca  laforza,  e  ancor  par  chenolfenta, 
11  vigor  of  a  cor,  cbe  nulla  langue, 
Valfi,  che'l  debolcorpone  fo/lenta. 
La  donna  fua  per  tirnor  fatta  efangue 
Jntanto  a  Doralice  s'apprefenta, 
£  la  priega,  e  la  fupplica  per  Dio, 
Che  part ir  "voglia  il  fiero  ajfalto^  e  rio, 

72.  _ 

Cortefe^  comebella,  Doralice, 
N^e  ben  ficura,  come  ilfatto  fegitci  ', 
fa  volentier  quel,  ch'  Ifabella  dice, 
E  difyone  ilfuo  arnante  a  pace,  o  tricgus. 
Coft  a  prieghi  de  Valtra,  lira  nit  rice 
Di  cuor  fugge  a  "Lerbino,  eft  dilegua  ; 
Ed  egli  ove  a  lei  par,  piglia  la  Jlr 
Senza  Jinir  I'impreja  de  la  fpada. 

Fiorddigi,  cbe  mal  vede  difefa 
La  buona  fpada  del  mifcro  Conte  ; 
Tacita  duolfi ;  e  tanto  le  ne  pefa, 
Che  d'lra  piange,  e  battefi  la  f rente. 
Vorrla  aver  Brandimarte  a  quclla  imprefa  ; 
E  fe  mai  lo  ritrova,  e  gli  lo  conte ; 
Non  crede  pot,  che  Mandricardo  vada 
Lunga  Jlagione  altier  dl  quella  fpada. 

74- 

Fiordiligi  cercando  pure  in  vano 
Va  Brandimarte  fuo  mattina,  efcra  ; 
E  fa  camm'm  da  lui  molto  lontano, 
Da  lui,  cbe  gia  tomato  a  Parlgi  era. 
'Tanto  cllafe  n'ando  per  monte,  e  piano, 
Che  giunje,  o-ve,  al  pajfar  d'una  riviera^ 
Vide,  e  conobbe  /'/  mifer  Paladino  ; 
Ma  did  am  qud,  cb'avvcnne  di  'Lerbino. 

Cbillafciar  Durindana,fi  gran  falh 
Gli  par,  cbe  piu  d'ogn'altro  mal  gl'increfcf  ; 
^uantunque  apenajlar  pojfa  a  cavaih 
Pel  molto  fangue,  che  ?//  e  ufcito,  ed  efce. 
Or  pot,  che  doponontioppo  intervalto, 
CeJJa  con  lira  il  caldo,  it  do  for  crefct  ; 
Crefce  il  dokr  fi  irnpetuofamentc, 
Cbe  mancarfi  la  vita  fe  nefente. 

76. 

Per  debolezza  piu  non  potea  gire  ; 
Si  che  fermojji  apprej/o  una  fontana. 
Nonja  cbe  far,  ne  che  fi  dcbba  dire 
Pcr  f.iularlo  la  donzella  umana. 
Sol  di  dijagio  lo  vede  morire, 
Che  quindi  e  troppo  ogn'i  citta  Icntana, 
Dove  in  qucl  punto  al  medico  ricorra, 
Cbe  per  pit.  tade,  o  premio  gli  fotcorra. 


He  the  mean  time,  as  more  his  blood  was  fpent, 
Fail'd  in  his  ftrength,  yet  feem'd  to  feel  no  pain  j 
His  vigorous  heart,  which  found  no  languifhment, 
Had  force  his  feeble  body  to  fuftain  : 
Bloodlefs  his  Nymph,  for  fear  of  the  event, 
To  Doralice  applies  in  fup pliant  ftrain  ; 
And  her  intrcats,  and  for  God's  fake  did  pray, 
That  fhe  would  part  this  fierce  and  deadly  fray. 

72. 

The  courteous  Doralice  as  well  as  fair, 
As  fhe  the  fequel  of  this  aftion  fear'd, 
Performs  what  Ifabella  did  declare, 
For  peace  and  truce  her  lover  fhe  prepar'd  : 
So  the  revengeful  ire  at  t'other's  prayer, 
Fled  from  Zerbino's  heart,  and  difappear'd  ; 
And  he,  where'er  fhe  pleas'd,  his  courfe  does  bend; 
Nor  of  the  fword  the  enterprize  does  end. 

73- 

Flordilige,  who,  fo  ill  defended,  fpies 
The  trufty  weapon  of  th'  unhappy  Count, 
Silently  grieves,  and  it  fo  heavy  lies, 
With  anger  fhe  laments  and  beats  her  front, 
Wifhes  her  Brandirnart  at  this  emprize : 
If  fhe  e'er  find  him,  and  fhe  this  recount, 
Thinks  Mandricard  then  will  not  be  allow'd 
Long  flage  to  travel,  of  that  weapon  proud. 

74- 

Flordilige  journey'd  on,  but  frill  in  vain, 
From  morn  to  night  for  Brandirnart  to  look  ; 
And  far  from  him  did  ftill  her  courfe  maintain, 
Who  towards  Paris  back  his  journey  took  : 
So  much  fhe  wander'd  over  hill  and  plain, 
She  came,  where,  at  the  paflage  of  a  brook, 
She  fees,  and  knows  the  wretched  Paladin  ; 
But  tell  we  now  what  happen'd  to  Zerbin. 

Whofe  leaving  Durindan  ieem'd  fault  fo  great 

To  him,  it  griev'd  him  more  than  other  woe; 

Tho'  fcarcely  he  upon  his  horfe  could  fet, 

By  the  much  blood  was  gone,  arid  ftill  does  flow  t 

Now,  after  a  fliort  interval,  the  heat 

Of  his  wrath  ceafmg,  more  his  pain  did  grow  : 

His  pain  increas'd  in  fuch  impetuous  way, 

That  he  perceiv'd  his  life  itfelf  decay. 

76. 

Thro'  weaknefs  now,  he  ccaid  no  farther  go ; 
So  that  he  near  unto  a  fountain  flay'd  : 
What  fhe  fhould  do  or  utter  did  not  know 
The  nymph  compafiionnte,  ro  give  him  aid  : 
To  fee  him  dying,  helplefs  thus,  what  woe! 
For  every  city  thence  tco  tar  was  laid, 
Where  ftraight  fhe  could  to  fome  phyfician  fly, 
Who  might  for  pity,  or  reward,  relief  apply. 

77- 
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77- 


Ella  non  fa,  fe  non  In  van  dolerfi, 
Chiamar  for  tuna,  e  il  clelo  empio,  e  mfdele. 
Pcrcbc,  obi  la/at  dicea,   non  mi  fommerfty 
Quando  Icvai  ne  F  Ocean  le  -vclc? 
Zerbin*  che  i  languidi  occbi  ba  in  lei  convcrfi^ 
Sentepiii  dogiia,  cb'ella  ft  querele, 
Che  de  la  paflion  tenace,  e  forte, 
Cbf  tha  condutto  omai  vlcino  a  morte. 

78. 

Cofi,  cor  mio,  vogliate,  le  diceva, 
Dopo,  cb'io  faro  marts,  amarmi  cincora ; 
Come  folo  il  lafdarvi  c,  che  m'aggreva 
ghtifenza  guida,  e  non  gia  perch'' 'to  mora  : 
Che  Je  in  ficura  parts  maccadeva 
Finir  de  la  mi  a  vita  I' ultima  or  a ; 
Lieto,  e  contento,  e  fcrtunato  a  pieno 
Mortofarei,  poi  cft'io  vi  moro  tnfeno. 

79- 

Ma  pd  che  I  mio  dejlino  iniqito,  e  duro 
Vuolch'io  vilafct ;  e  nonfo  in  man  di  cui  ; 
Per  quc/Ja  bocca,  e  per  quejti  occbi  giuro9 
Per  quejle  chiome,  onde  allacciato  fui ; 
Che  difperato  nel  profondo  ofcur'o 
Vo  de  I' inferno  ;  eve  il  penfar  di  lJuit 
C'abbia  coji  lafciata,  ajfai  piu  ria 
Sara  d'ogni  aJtra  pena,  che  vifia. 

80. 

A  quejlo  la  mejlijjlma  Ifabella 
Declinando  la  faccia  lagrimcfa, 
E  congiungendo  la  fua  bocca  a  quella 
Di  Zerbin,  langnidetta  come  rofa  ; 
Rofa,  non  colta  infuajiagion,  Ji  cb'ellct 
Impallidifca  in  su  la  ficpe  ombrofa ; 
Dijfe,  Non  vi  penfute gia,  mia  vita. 
Far  fenza  m{  quejr ultima  partita. 

gl. 

Di  do,  cor  mio,  nejjun  timor  vi  toccbi, 
Cb'io  vofeguirvi,  o  in  cielo,  o  nel/' inferno. 
Convien,  the  Tuno,  e  raltrofpirto  fcocchi, 
Jnfieme  vada,  infieme  jlia  ineterno. 
Non  ft  tojlo  Vidro  chiudervi  gli  occbi \ 
O  che  inuccidcru  il  ddire  interne  ; 
O  fe  quel  non  puo  tanto,  io  vi  prometto 
CM  quejia  fpada  oggi  paffarmi  il  petto. 

82. 

De  cor  pi  noflri  bo  ancor  nonpoca  fpeme> 
Che  me'morti,  che  viva  abbian  Ventura  : 
£hti  forfe  alcun  capitera,  cb'infieme 
MojJ'a  a  pit-tu,  dara  lor  fepoltura  : 
Coji  dicendo,  le  rdiquie  ejlreme 
De  hfpirto  vital,  che  mo>tefura^ 
Fa  ricogliendo  con  le  labbia  mejle 
Fin,  cttuua  minima  aura  ve  ne  rejle, 
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77- 

Nought,  but  to  vainly  mourn,  to  do  fhe  found, 
Call  heav'p  and  fortune  impious,  inhumane  : 
Alas !  faid  fhe,  Why  was  I  not  then  drown'd, 
What  time  my  fails  I  hoifted  on  the  main  ? 
Zerbin  his  languid  eyes  on  her  turn'd  round, 
As  foe  lamented,  felt  a  greater  pain, 
Than  from  his  anguifh  pow'rful  and  fevere, 
Which  now  had  brought  him  to  his  death  fo  near. 

78. 

Thus  will  you,  to  her  faid  he,  deareil  heart, 
When  I  am  dead,  love  me  with  conftancy  ; 
As  only  leaving  you,  'tis,  gives  me  fmart, 
Here  without  guide,  and  not  becaufe  I  die  ; 
For,  had  I  happen'd  in  fome  fafer  part, 
To  clofe  my  life's  laft  moments  finally; 
Joyful,  contented,  and  completely  bleft, 
Dead  fhould  I  be,  thus  dying  on  your  breaft, 

79- 

But  fmce  my  defliny  unjuft,  fevere, 
Wills,  you  I  quit,  to  whofe  hands  I  don't  kno\y  ; 
By  this  fweet  mouth,  and  by  thefe  eyes  I  fwear, 
And  by  thefe  locks,  which  me  have  captiv'd  fo, 
That,  to  th'  obfcure  abyfs,  I  in  defpair, 
Go  of  th'  infernal,  where  to  think  of  you, 
Whom  thus  I've  left,  more  dreadful  far  to  me 
Will  prove,  than  any  other  pains  which  there  maybe, 

8q. 

Here  Ifabella  overwhelm'd  with  woe, 
Her  face  declining,  which  with  tears  o'erflows, 
And  her  mouth  that  of  Zerbin's  joining  to, 
In  languid  manner,  drooping  like  the  rofe  ; 
Rofe,  not  in  feafon  cropt,  which  fading  now, 
Upon  its  fliady  branches  pallid  grows  : 
She  fays,  Dear  life,  conceive  not  in  your  mind, 
At  this  laft  parting,  to  leave  me  behind. 

81. 

Of  that,  let  no  fear  touch  you,  deareft  heart, 
For  I  to  heav'n  or  hell  will  follow  thee  : 
'Tis  fit  that  both  our  fouls  together  flart, 
Together  go,  join'd  in  eternity. 
When  from  thofe  eyes  I  fee  the  light  depart, 
Either  internal  grief  will  murder  me  ; 
Or,  if  that  cannot,  to  you  I  proteft, 
With  this  your  fword,  to-day  I'll  pafs  my  breafi, 

82. 

And  of  our  bodies,  I  fome  hope  conceive, 
They,  not  lefs  dead,  than  living,  luck  may  have ; 
That  this  way  fome  one  may  by  chance  arrive, 
Who,  mov'd  by  pity,  will  beftow  a  grave. 
Thus  fpeaking,  of  his  fpirits  yet  alive 
Th'  extremeftrelicks,  which  fell  death  would  crave, 
She  with  her  mournful  lips  comprefs'd  retrains, 
While  any  fmalleft  breath  of  them  remains. 

83. 
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83, 


Zerbin  la  debd  voee  rinfor-zando 
DiJJe\  loviprego,  ejupplico^  tnlaDLva, 
Per  quello  amor,  che  mi  moftrajie,  quanda 
Per  me  lafciajie  la  paterna  riva  ; 
E  fe  comandar  po/o,  io  vel  comando, 
Che  Jin ,  che  piaccia  a  Dio,  rejliate  viva : 
Ne  mat  per  cafe  pcgniate  in  oblio> 
Che  quanta  amarft  puo,  v*  abbia  amato  io. 
.84- 

Per  liberarvi  d'ogni  atto  villano ; 
Come  fe,  quandoa  lafpeloncatorfe^ 
Per  indi  trarvi^  il  Senator  Romano  : 
Cofe  (lafua  merce)  gia  vi  foccorfe 
Nel  niare^  e  contra  il  Bifcaglin  profano  : 
E  fe  pure  avverra ,  c he  poi  ft  deggia 
Merire,  clhra  il  minor  mal  s'eleggia. 

85. 

2fon  credo )  che  queft' ultime  parole 
PoteJJe  efprimer  ft,  che  fojfe  intcfo  5 
E  finiy  come  il  debd  fame  fuolet 
Cut  cera  manchi,  od  altro^  in  chejta  acctfo* 
Chipotra  dire  a  pieny  come  fi  dud?  ^ 
Poi  che  ft  vede  pallido^  e  diftefo^ 
La  giovinetta^  e  freddo^  come  giaccio, 
Jlfuo  caro  Zerbin  rtfiare  in  braccio  ? 

86. 

Soprail  fanguigno  corpo  s'abbandonay 
E  di  copiofe  lagrime  lo  bagna, 
E  firideji^  ch'intorno  ne  rifuona 
A  mdte  miglia  il  bofcot  e  la  campagna ; 
Nea  le guancie,  ne  al petto  Jiperdona^ 
Chel'unOy  el'altronon  percuota^  e fragna % 
E  Jlraccia  a  torto  I'auree  crefpe  chiome 
Chiamando  fempre  in  van  Fa  mat  9  name.  - 

87- 

In  tanta  rabbia,  in  tal furor  fommerfei 
L'avea  la  doglia  fua,  che  facilmente 
dvria  la  fpada  infejiej/a  converfa 
Poco  al  fuo  amante  in  quefto  ubbidiente  j 
S'uno  eremila,  ch'a  lafrefca,  e  terfa 
Fonte  avea  ufanza  di  tornar  fivente 
Da  lafua  quir.di  no>z  lontana  cclla  ; 
AV//  s'cpponeay  venendo^  al  voler  d'clla, 

88. 

II  venerabil  uom,  ch'alta  bontade 
Avea  congiunta  a  natural  prudenzia', 
Ed  era  tut  to  pien  di  cariiade^ 
Di  buoni  eflempi  ornato,  e  d'elo^uenzia  ' 
A  la  giovunc  dolente  perfiude 
Con  ragicni  efficaci  patienzia, 
Ed  innanzi  le  pcn^  come  uno  fpecchio^ . 
Denne  dd  tejl amenta  e  nuwo^  ewttklo, 


83- 

Zerbin  his  feeble  voice  enforc'd  more  loud, 
Said,  You,  my  Goddefs,  I  intreat  and  pray, 
By  that  fame  love,  which  once  to  me  you  (ho'w'J, 
When  from  your  father's  land  you  came  away  ; 
And  I  command,  if  to  command's  allow'd, 
That  you  alive,  while  heaven  pleafes,  flay  : 
Nor  e'er  by  chance  into  oblivion  throw, 
As  much  as  poifible  to  love,  I  have  lov'd  you. 

84. 

Perchance  good  heaven  will  provide  you  aid, 
To  guard  you  from  all  a£b  of  villainy, 
As  heretofore  it  to  the  den  convcy'd 
The  Roman  Senator,  to  fet  you  free  : 
So  you  before  protected  (thanks  be  paid) 
On  board  and  againfl  the  Bifcan's  treachery-: 
And,  fhould  it  happen  you  are  forc'd  to  die» 
Then  to  the  fmallefl  ill  your  mind  apply. 

85- 

That  thefe  laft  words  I  fcarcely  can  believe, 
As  to  be  heard,  he  could  exprefs  fo  plain: 
And  ends,  as  we  a  feeble  light  percicve, 
Devoid  of  wax,  or  what  does  fire  maintain. 
Who  to  the  full  can  tell  how  much  did  grieve 
The  datnfel,  feeing  him  extended  lain, 
And  pallid  ;  and,  as  ice  itfelf  fo  cold, 
Her  dear  Zerbino  in  her  arms  to  hold  ? 

86. 

Over  his  bloody  corfe  to  her  defpair 
Gives  loofe,  and  baths  it  with  a  briny  flood  ; 
And  fcreams,   that  one  refound  throughout  might 
For  many  miles,  the  country  and  the  wood :     [hear 
Nor  either  cheeks  or  bofom  would  fhe  fpare, 
But  one  and  t'other  beats,  in  defp'rate  mood  ; 
And  rends  to  bits  her  golden  crifped  hair, 
The  name  invoking  vainly  of  her  dear. 

87. 

In  fo  much  rage,  fuch  fury  overborne 
Her  grief  had  made  her,  that  fhe  eafily 
Difpos'd  the  fword  againfl  herfelf  to  turn, 
Not  much  obedient  to  her  lord  thereby, 
Had  not  a  hermit  to  the  fountain  borne, 
Which  frefh  and  clear  he  vifits  frequently, 
Came  from  his  cell,  from  thence  not  far  behind, 
And  now  oppos'd,  what  fhe  to  do  inclin'd. 

88. 

The  venerable  man,  whofe  goodnefs  high, 
Conjoined  was  with  natural  good  fenfe, 
And  was  entirely  full  of  charity, 
With  good  example  grac'd,  and  eloquence ; 
Perfuades  the  weeping  lady  to  comply, 
With  reafons  ftrong,  to  ufe  her  patience  : 
And  lays,  as  in  a  glafs,  before  her  view, 
Women  of  the  old  teftameat  and  new. 
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89. 

Poi  lefece  veder,  come  nonfujje 
Alcun,  fg  non  in  Dio  vero  ccr.tento  : 
E  cb'eran  faltre  tranfttorie,  e  fluffs 
Speranzc  utnans,  e  di  pico  momenta. 
E  tanto  feppe  dir,  cbe  la  ridujje 
Da  quel  crudele,  ed  ojlinato  intents, 
Cbe  la  vita  fegucnte  ebbe  difio 
Tutta  al  ffrvigio  dedicar  di  Dio. 

90. 

Non  cbe  lafciar  del  fuo  Signor  voglia  unque 
N^i^  I  grand' amor,  m  le  reliquie  morte. 
Convien  che  I'abbia  cvvunquejtia,  e  owunque 
Vada,  e  che  feco  e  notte,  e  di  le  porte. 
£)uindi  aititando  feremita  dunque, 
Ch'era  de  la  fua  eta  valido,  e  forte, 
Sul  mefto  fuo  dejlrier  Zerbin  pofaro, 
E  molti  di  per  quelle  felve  andaro. 

01. 

Non  volfe  il  canto  vecchio  ridurfeco 
Sola  con  folo  la  giovane  bella 
La,  dove  afcofa  in  unfelvaggio  fpeco 
Non  lungi  avea  la  folitaria  cella  j 
Fra  fe  di.  endo,  con  periglio  arreco 
In  una  man  la  paglia,  e  la  facella ; 
Ne  jl  fida  in  fua  eta,  ne  in  fua  prudenzicty 
Cbe  di  fefaccia  tanta  efperienzia. 

92. 

Di  condurla  in  Provenza  ebbe  penftero 
Non  lontano  a  Marfilia  in  un  ca/tello  ; 
Dove  difante  donne  un  mona/lero 
Ricchijfimo  era,  e  di  edificio  hello  : 
E  per  portarne  il  morto  cavaliero, 
Compcjio  in  una  cajja  aveano  quello, 
Cbe'n  un  cajlel,  ch 'era  tra  via,  fi  fees 
Lunga,  e  capace,  e  ben  cbiufa  di pece. 

93- 

Piu,  e  piu  giorni  gran  fpazio  di  terra 
Cercaro,  e  Jempre  per  lochi  piu  inculti ; 
Cbe  pieno  ejfendo  ogni  coja  di  guerra, 
Volcano  gir  piu,  chepoteano  occulti. 
Al  fine  un  cavalier  la  via  lor  f err  a, 
Che  lorfe'oltraggi,  e  difoncjii  infultit 
Di  cut  ii;rc,  quando  il  fuo  loco  fia  : 
Ma  ritorno  ora  al  Re  di  Tartaria. 

94. 

dvuto  c'ebbe  la  battaglia  ilfine, 
Che  gia  v'ho  detto  ;  il  giwin  Ji  raccolfe 
A  le  frefche  ombre,  e  a  ronde  cr'iftattine^ 
Edaldejlrier  la  fella,  e'lfreno  tolfe  ; 
E  lo  lafcio  per  I'erbe  tencrine 
Del prato  andar  pafcendo,  ove  egli  i~olj~e\ 
Ala  nonjle  molto,  cbe  vide  lontano 
Ca'.ar  del  monte  un  cavalier  al  piano. 


89. 


Then  made  her  fee,  that  not  in  things  mundane  ; 
But  that  in  God  alone  \vas  true  content : 
And  that  were  only  tranfitory,  vain 
All  human  hopes,  and  but  of  fmall  moment. 
And  knew  fo  well  to  fpeak,  her  to  reflrain 
From  fuch  her  cruel,  obftinate  intent, 
That  her  remaining  life  (he  did  defign 
To  dedicate  to  fervices  divine. 

90. 

Not  that  fhe  of  her  Lord  would  e'er  confent, 
To  quit  the  love  immenfe,  or  relicks  dead  : 
'Twas  fit  {he  bear  him  wherefoe'er  Ihe  went, 
And  have  him  night  and  day  where'er  fhe  Aay'd. 
Thence  then  the  hermit  his  affiftance  lent, 
As,  of  his  age,  ftout,  ftrong,  to  give  her  aid  : 
Upon  his  mournful  horfe  Zerbin  they  plac'd, 
And  many  days  along  thefe  woods  they  pafs'd. 

91. 

The  old  man  cautious,  would  not  with  him  take 
Alone,  with  him  alone,  the  damfel  fair, 
There,  where  conceal'd  in  the  felvatick  brake, 
From  thence  his  folitary  cell  was  near  ; 
Thinking,  with  danger,  I  fhould  undertake, 
In  the  fame  hand,  the  torch  and  ftraw  to  bear : 
Nor  in  his  age  or  prudence  would  confide, 
Of  him  fo  great  experiment  be  try'd. 

92. 

To  Provence  he  had  thought  her  to  convey, 
Unto  a  caftle,  to  Marfilia  near, 
Of  holy  women,  where  a  convent  lay, 
Which  was  moft  rich  of  edifices  fair  : 
And,  the  dead  cavalier  to  bear  away, 
A  coffin  they  to  put  him  in  prepare  ; 
Which  at  a  houfe  hard  by  the  way  was  made, 
Capacious,  16ng,  and  well  with  pitch  inlaid. 

93- 
Over  great  fpace  of  land,  full  many'  a  day, 

They  places  mod  uncultivated  fought : 

For  now,  that  war  in  ev'ry  quarter  lay, 

The  moft  conceal'd  they  could  to  go  they  thought. 

At  length  a  cavalier  obilrucls  their  way, 

Who  fhamefuloutrage,infults,tow'rds  them  wrought: 

Of  whom  I'll  tell  you,  when  fit  place  {hall  be ; 

But  now  I  turn  to  th'  King  of  Tartary. 

94. 

Now,  as  had  terminated  been  the  fight, 
As  I  have  told  ;  the  youth  retir'd  away 
To  the  cool  fliades,  and  waves  as  cryftal  bright ; 
His  bit  and  faddle  off  his  horfe  did  lay, 
And  to  the  tender  herbage  loos'd  him  quite, 
O'th'  meads,  where-e'er  he  would,  to  feed  and  flray ; 
But  ftay'd  not  long,  e're  he  from  far  defcry'd 
A  knight,  to  th'  plain  down  from  the  mountain  ride. 

95- 
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95 

Conobbel)  come  prim  a  alzo  la  fronts, 
Doralice^  e  mojlrollo  a  Mandricardo, 
Dicendo,  Ecco  ilfuperbo  Rodomonte, 
Se  non  rninganna  di  Ionian  lofguardo. 
Per  far  teco  battaglia  cala  il  monte  ; 
Or  ti  potra  giovar  I'ejfer  gagliardo  : 
Perduta  avtrmi  a  grande  ingiuria  tiene^ 
Ch' era  fua  fpofa  ;  e  a  vendicarfi  viexe. 

96. 

£>ual  buonaflor,  cbe  I'anitra,  o  Vacceggia 
S'tarna,  o  Colombo,  I  fmiV  altro  auge'dv 
Ftnirft  incontra  di  iontano  vcggia* 
Leva  la  t(J}a,  e  fi  fa  iieio,  e  belio  : 
Tal  Mandncardo^  come  certo  deggia 
Di  Rodomontefar  ftrage,  e  nia.ello  ; 
Ccn  letizia,  e  baldanza  il  dejtrier  piglia, 
Le  Jtajfe.  a  i  piedi,  e  da  a  la  man  la  bngli*. 

-     ?7'.- 

Quando  vicini  fur  Ji,  cb  ua.ir  cniart 

Irar  lor  pottanfi  le  parole  alter  e, 
Con  le  mani,  e  col  capo  a  minacciare^ 
Jncomincio  gridando  il  Re  d'  Algiers , 
Cb'a  penitenza  gli  faria  tornare, 
Cbe  per  nn  tuner t^rio  fuopiacere 
Non  avejfe  rifpetto  a  provocarfe 
Lui,  ch'alta  mcnte  era  per  veiidicarji, 

c,8. 

Rifpofe  Mandncardo  ;   Indarno  tenta 
Chi  mi  vual  impaurir  per  minacciarme  : 
Cofi  fanciidli,  oj\  niminefpaventa^ 
O  attri,  che  nonjappia,   cbe  fieno  arme  : 
Alt  non,  cut  la  battaglia  piu  talenta 
D'ogni  ripofo  ;   e  foil  per  adoprarme 
A  piey  a  cavallo,  arrnato  ;  e  difarmaio  ; 
Sia  a  la  campagna^  ojia  ne  lo  jleccata. 

99. 

Ecco  jono  fi  gli  cltraggi,  al  grido,  a  lire, 
Al  rrur  debrandi,   al  crudci  juon  de  Jerri  ; 
Come  vento,  en;  prinui  a  penu  Jpire^ 
Pol  czminci  a  crdlar  frajjini^  e  arj  i  ; 
Ed  indi  ofcura  polve  in  citla  aggire, 
Indi  gli  arbori  fvelia^  e  cafe  attcrri, 
So'nmergiJ  in  mare^  e  pirti  rifi  tempcfla^ 
Che1 1  g!  fgge  Jpai'fo  uccida  a  laforejia. 

ICO. 

DC' 'duo   Pagani  fenza  pari  in  terra 
G'/V  audacijjimi'ior^  le  firze  cjlreme 
Parturifconi  colpi  ed  una  gucrra 
Convent ente  a  fi  ftroze  feme. 
Del  grande,  e  orribil  fuon  trema  la  terra 
Quando  le  jpade  JonpercoJTe  infume  : 
Gettano  I'at'tne  infin  al  del  fi:intillet 
Anzi  lampadi  accefe  a  rnilie  a  tnille* 
VOL.!!. 


95- 

Doralice  foon  as  (he  lifts  up  her  front. 
Knew  him,  and  unto  Mandricard  did  IheW ; 
Saying,  See  there  the  haughty  Rodomont, 
If  from  afar  be  not  deceiv'd  my  view; 
Who  now  to  combat  you  descends  the  mount  : 
That  flout  you  are,  now  well  may  favour  VOL;. 
Great  injury  he  deems  it,  me  thus  loft, 
Who  was  his  fpoufe,  and  for  revenge  does  poft. 

96. 

As  the  ftout  gofs-hawk,  who  the  duck  or  quail, 
Partridge  or  dove,  or  fuch-like  bird  elpies, 
Which  in  the  air,  from  far,  does  tow'rds  him  fail ; 
His  plumes  makes  fair  and  fine,  his  creft  does  rile : 
So  Mandricard,  who  thought  he  could  not  fail, 
But  daughter  Rodomont,  and  facrifice  ; 
With  joy,  with  courage,  on  his  horfe  does  get, 
His  foot  the  ftirrup  takes,  his  hand  the  bit. 

97- 

When  they  were  come  fo  nigh,  that  they  could  hear 
Diflinftly  'twixt  them,  the  expreifions  proud  : 
With  hands  and  head,  his  menaces  fevere, 
The  Algier  King  commences,  roaring  loud  : 
Sufficient  penance  I  will  make  you  bear, 
That  this  ram  pleafure  you've  yourfelf  allow \! : 
Nor  of  provoking  him  have  had  regard, 
Who  with  his  vengeance  high  can  you  reward. 

98'. 

Mandricard  anfwers  him  :  In  vain  he  tries, 
Who  would  with  menaces,  caufe  me  to  • 
Women  or  infants  fuch  way  we  furprize; 
Or  others,  who  to  weapons  ftrang^rs  p. re  ; 
But  not  fo  me,  who  battles  higher'  prize 
Than  all  repofc  ;  and  ftill  myleif  prepare, 
On  foot,  on  horfe,  with  armour,  or  \virhont, 
On  open  plain,  or  in  the  lifts  mark 'd 'out. 

99. 

Now  they  come  on  to  outrage,  wrath,  and  cries, 
To  draw  their  fwords,  with  fteel  dire  noiie  to  ma',e  : 
The  wind  at  firft  thus  does  but  fcarcely  rile, 
After  begins  the  am  and  beech  to  break  ; 
Then  with  a  cloud  of  duft  furronnds  the  fkles, 
Houfes  beats  down,  trees  up  by  th'  roots  does  take, 
Sinks  in  the  fea,  does  dreadful  tempeft  raife, 
Which  cattle,  fcatter'd  thro'  the  foreft,  (lays. 

100. 

Of  thefe  two  Pagans,  not  on  earth  fuch  pair, 
The  hearts  moft  valiant,  the  exceflive  might, 
Such  blows  produc'd,  and  fuch  a  kind  of  war, 
As  for  a  progeny  fo  fierce  was  right. 
The  vaft  and  horrid  found,  the  earth  made  jar, 
Upon  each  other  when  their  weapons  light; 
A  thoufand  fparks  their  arms  to  heaven  caft, 
Rather  a  thoufand  lighted  torches  biaz'd. 

D  101. 
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ior. 


Senza  ma'i  ripofarfi,  o  pighar  fato 
Dufafra  quei  duo  Re  I'afpra  battaglia  ; 
Tentando  or  a  da  quejio,    or  da  quel  Into 
Avir  bpiajlre,  e  penetrar  la  magha. 
Ne  perde  I'un,  tie  I'altro  acquijia  il  prato. 
Ma,  come  intorno  ftanfo/e,  o  muraglia, 
O  trippo  cojti  ognoncia  di  quel  loco, 
Nonji  parton  d'un  cercbio  angujlo,  e  poco. 

102. 

Fra  mille  colpi  il  Tartaro  itna  volta 
Colfe  a  duo  mani  in  front c,  il  Re  £  Algiers, 
Che  gli  fece  veder  girar  in  volta  ^ 
Quant  e  mai  furon  fiaccole,  e  lumiere. 
Come  ogniforzaa  f  African  fia  tdta , 
Le  groppe  del  dejlrier  col  capo  fere  : 
Perde  lajlaffa,  ed  e,  prefente  quella, 
Che  contanCama,  per  ufcir  di  fella. 

103. 

Ma,  come  ben  compojiot  e  valido  arcot 
Di  fin  acciaie  in  bucna  fomma  grew  ; 

fuanto  ft  china  piii,  quanta^  piu  carco, 
piu  la  sforzan  martinelli,  e  leve ; 
Con  tanto  piu  furor,  quands  e  poi  fcarcot 
Ritorna,  e  fa  piu  mat  eke  non  riceve  i 
Cojiquello  African  tojlo  riforge  j 
E  doppio  ilcolpo  a  Finimico  porge. 

104. 

Rodomonte  a  quel  fegno,  ove  fu  colto  ; 
Colfe  appunto  il  figlivol  del  Re  Agricane : 
Per  quejio  non  pote  nuocergli  alvolto, 
Ch'in  dlfefa  trovo  Farme  Troiane : 
Majlordi  in  modo  il  Tartaro,  che  molto 
Non  fapea  sera  vefpero,  o  dimane  : 
L'irato  Rodomonte  non  farrejia, 
Che  mena  /W/r»,  e  pur  fegna  a  la  tefta. 

105. 

//  cavallo  del  Tartaro,  ch'abberre 
La  fpada,  eke  ffchiando  cala  a" alto, 
Al fuo  Signer  con  fuo  gran  mal  foaorre, 
Perche  iarretraper  fuggir  d'unfalto  : 
II  brando  in  mezzo  il  capo  gli  trafcorre, 
Ch'al  Signer  non  a  lui  movea  i'ajjalto  ; 
11  f/ti/er  non  avea  V elmo  di  Troia, 
Come  i  I  padrone,  onde  convien  che  muoia. 

ic6,; 

Qnel  cade,  e  Mandricardo  in  piedi  guizza 
yon  piujtordito,  e  Durindana  aggira. 
Vedcr  mcrto  il  cavallo  extro  gli  attizza, 
Efuor  divav.fu  tin  grave  incendio  a"ira. 
I?  African  per  :<rtarlo  il  deftrier  drizza  : 
Ala  art  piu  Mandricardo  fi  ritira 
Che  fcoglio far  foglia  da  I' onde,  e  awenne, 
Chi  I  aejlritr  cadde  i  edegli  in  pie  fitenne. 


101. 

Without  themfelves  e'er  refting,  breath  to  take, 
'Twixt  the  t\vo  Kings  thebattle  fierce  did  lad  : 
Now  on  this  fide,  now  that,  attempt  they  make 
To  pierce  their  mail,  or  get  the  plates  unbrac'd  : 
Ground  one  can't  get,  nor  t'other  will  forfake  ; 
But,  as  if  wall  or  fofs  were  round  them  plac'd, 
Or  of  this  fpot,  too  dear  was  ev'ry  inch, 
From  the  fmall  narrow  ring  they  would  not  flinch. 

102. 

Midd  thoufand  ftrokes,  the  Tartar  made  a  blow 
Two-handed  on  the  front  o'  th'  Algerine, 
Which  made  him  view,  round  in  a  circle  go, 
As  many  lights  and  fparks  as  e'er  were  feen  : 
Upon  his  horfe's  rump  his  head  fell  low, 
As  from  the  African  all  ftrength  was  ta'en  ; 
He  loft  his  ftirrup,  ready  was  to  fall  ; 
She  prefent,  he  fo  lov'd,  to  fee  it  all. 

103. 

But  as  a  ftrong  and  well  compos'd  crofs-bow, 
Which  does  great  weight  of  fined  deel  contain, 
The  more  'tis  dretch'd,  the  more  it  is  drawn  low, 
And  more  the  catch  and  lever  it  do  drain, 
With  the  more  fury,  when  it  is  let  go, 
More  ill  than  it  receiv'd,  returns  again  : 
Jud  fo  the  African  o'  th'  fudden  rofe, 
And  to  the  foe  return'd  redoubled  blows. 

104. 

Where  Rodomont  was  ftruck,  on  the  fame  place 
He  hit  exact  King  Agricane's  fon  ; 
But  thereby  could  not  hurt  him  in  the  face, 
As  for  defence  the  Trojan  arms  h'ad  on : 
But  ftun'd  the  Tartar  fo,  he  could  notguefs 
Whether  the  time  might  be  or  night  or  noon  : 
The  enrag'd  Rodomont  no  time  delay'd, 
But  drove  another,  aim'd  full  at  his  head. 

105. 

The  Tartar's  horfe,  that  could  not  brook  the  blade, 
Which,  as  i'  th'  air  it  fell,  whiz'd  from  on  high, 
T'  his  own  great  damage,  gave  his  mader  aid ; 
For  back  retiring,  by  a  leap  to  fly, 
The  fword  pafs'd  thro'  the  middle  of  his  head, 
Which  did  its  force  t:  his  Lord,  not  him,  apply  : 
The  wretch,  the  helm  of  Troy  not  arm'd  withal, 
As  was  his  mader,  needs  to  death  mult  fall. 

1 06. 

He  fell,  and  up  on  foot  Mandricard  fprung, 
Not  dun'd,  and  Durindana  wheel'd  about : 
To  fee  his  palfrey  dead,  within  was  dung, 
And  a  vad  fire  of  anger  blaz'd  without. 
His  horfe  the  Moor  direct  againd  him  flung  ; 
But  no  more  Mandricard  retir'd  fo  dout, 
Than  rock  does  to  the  wave  ;  and  it  fell  out 
T'other's  horfe  tumbled,  and  he  was  on  foot. 

107, 
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107. 

V  African^  eke  mancarfe  it  ddjlrier  fente  j 
La/da  lejlaffe,  e  iu  l'ut\ion  ft  panta  i 
E  reft  a  In  piedi  efciolto  a?-volmente  : 
Cosi  I'un  Faltro  poi  di  part  affront  a. 
La  pugna  piu  cbe  mat  ribolie  ardente, 
£  Podio,  e  fira,  e  la  fuperbia  monta  ; 
Ed  era  per  feguir  :  ma  quivi  giunfe 
Infretta  un  mejaggier,  cbe  gli  dif giunfe. 

108. 

Vi  giunfe  un  meffaggier  del popol  Aforo 
Di  tnolti,  cbe  per  Francia  eran  mandatl 
A  richiamar  a  gli  ftendardi  lore 
1  capitani,  e-i  cavalier  privati  ; 
Pen  he  rimperadcr  da  i  Gigli  d'ara 
Gli  avea  gli  alloggiamemz  gia  ajjediati ; 
E  fe  non  e  ilfoccorfo  a  venir  prejlo  ; 
Ueccidio  fuo  conofce  manifejio. 

109. 

Rictnsbbe  il  meffaggio  i  cavalieri 
Oltre  a  rm/egne^  oltre  a  le  fopraveJJe, 
41  girar  d*  le  fpade^  e  a  i  cslpi  fieri, 
Cb'altre  man  non  farebbono  cbe  que/te. 
Tra  lor  pero  non  oja  entrar  ;  cbe  /peri, 
Cb*  fra  tent' irafecurta  gli  prefte 
L'effer  Mejfo  del  Re,  neft  conforta 
Per  dir,  J^imbafciador  pena  nonpsrta. 

no. 

A/fa  viene  a  Doralice,  ed  a  lei  narra, 
Cb1  /fgramante,  Marfilio^  e  Stordilano 
Csn  pochi  dentro  a  maljicura  sbarra 
Sono  ajjediati  dal  popol  Crijliano. 

-m  T  .         '  1  r  J.       '          L  ° 


ne  inarra* 


Narrato  il  cafo,  con  priegbi 
Che  faccia  il  tutto  a  i  duo  guerrieri  piano  ; 
E  che  gli  accordi  infieme,  e  per  to  fcampo 
Del  popol  Saracin^  li  meni  in  camps. 

nr. 

Tra  i  cavalier  la  donna  di  gran  core 
Si  mette^  e  dice  loro  ;   Io  vi  comando, 
Per  quanta  fo^  che  mi  portate  amore^ 
Cbe  riftrbiate  a  miglior  ufa  il  brands^ 
E  ne  Vfgniate  fubito  in  favor  e 
Del  noftro  campo  Saracino  quando 
Si  trova  ora  ajjediato  ne  le  tende^ 
E  prejh  aiuto,  o  gran  ruina  attende. 

112. 

Indi  il  mejfi  foggiunfe  il  gran  periglio 
De  i  Saracini,  e  narro  il  fatto  a  pieno  ; 
E  diede  infieme  let t  ere  delfiglio 
Del  Re  Troiano  al  figlio  d'Ulieno. 
Si  piglia  finalmtnte  per  configlio, 
Che  i  duo  guerrier,  depojto  ogni  veltno, 
Faccino  infieme  triegua  fin" al  giorno, 
Cbefia  tolto  lajfedio  a  i  Mori  intarno. 


io7. 

The  African,  who  his  horfe  fault'ring  found, 
His  ftirrups  quits  and  on  his  faddle  rofe, 
And  dextroufly  fet  free,  on  foot  did  bound ; 
So  one  the  other  equal  now  oppofe  : 
The  fight  reboil'd  with  heat  yet  more  profound  j^ 
And  hatej  and  rage,  and  pride,  alternate  glows, 
And  had  continu'd  on  ;  but  now  there  join'd 
A  meflenger  in  hafle,  who  them  disjoin 'd. 

108. 

There  join'd  one  courier  from  the  Moorifh  band 
Of  many,  who  thro'  France  difpatches  were 
Unto  their  feveral  ftandards,  to  demand 
The  chieftains,  and  each  private  cavalier  : 
For  he,  who  the  gold  lilies  did  command, 
Did  of  their  lodgments  now  the  fiege  prepare  : 
And  if  of  aid  th'  arrival  was  not  prefs'd, 
They  their  deftruction  knew  was  manitefl:. 

109. 

The  meflenger  well  knew  the  cavaliers, 
Befides  their  arms  and  upper  veffo  they'd  on, 
By  wheeling  of  their  fwords  and  f  trokes  fo  tierce. 
Which  other  hands  than  thofe  could  not  have  done ; 
But  yet  betwixt  them  enter  not  he  dares, 
Tho'  midft  fuch  ire  he  hopes  for  fafety  fhown, 
As  a  King's  courier  ;  yet  was  not  content 
To  fay,  embafladors  no  wrong  e'er  underwent, 

1 10. 

But  comes  to  Doralice,  to  her  relates, 
That  Agramant,  Marfilius,  Stordilan, 
In  weak  defence,  with  few  within  their  gates, 
Befieged  were,  by  th'  people  Chriftian : 
The  cafe  thus  told,  with  prayers  her  intreats, 
She  would  make  all  to  the  two  warriors  plain  ; 
And  caufe  them  both  agree,  and  to  protect 
The  Pagan  force,  their  fteps  to  th'  camp  direct. 

Ml. 

The  lady  bold,  betwixt  each  cavalier 
Places  herfelf,  and  fays,  You  I  command, 
By  what  I  know  of  love  to  me  ye  bear, 
I  will,  ye  keep  for  better  ufe  your  brand, 
And  fuddenly  to  the  relief  repair 
O'  th'  Pagan  army,  as  we  underftand 
Befieg'd  they  are  at  this  time  in  their  tents, 
And  ruin  wait,  unlefs  your  aid  prevents. 

112. 

The  meflenger  the  danger  great  fubjoins 
O'  th'  Saracins,  and  told  the  matter  plain  ; 
At  the  fame  time  delivering  thofe  lines 
From  Trojan's  fon  to  him  of  Ulien  : 
When  ev'ry  one  at  length  in  counfel  joins ; 
The  warriors  both,  afide  all  rancour  lain, 
Betwixt  them  truce  fhould  make  until  the  day 
From  round  the  Moors,  the  fiege  be  ta'en  away. 

D2  113. 
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Canto 


. 

E  [enzapiudimira,  ccme  pna 
Liberal!)  d'ajfedio  abbian  lor  gent  e> 
Non  s'intfndano  aver  piu  conipagma, 
Ala  crudel  guerra,  inimicizla  ardente^ 
Fin  che  con  I  'ar  me  dlffinito  fia 
Chi  la  donna  aver  d^  meritamwte  ; 
v/utl/a,  ne  le  cui  man  ginrato  fue, 
Fece  laftcurta  per  ambedue. 

114. 

&»ivi  era  la  Difcordia  impaziente^ 
lilimicn  dipace,  e  d'ogni  tregua  ; 
E  la  Super  bia  v'c,  cbe  nan  confente^ 
Nevuolpatir,  cbe  tale  auardo  fegua. 
Aiapiu  di  lor  puo  Amor  quivi  prefente^ 
Di  cui  I'  alto  valor  nejjuno  adcgua  ; 
E  fe,  cb'  indietro  a  colpi  di  faette 
E  la  Di/Lordia^  e  la  Superbiajlette. 

115. 

Fti  conclufa  la  triegua  fra  co/iors 
Si  come  piacque  a  chi  di  Isr  potea^ 
/'7  mancava  uno  de  i  cavalli  loro^ 
Che  mirto  qud  del  Tart  aro  giacea  } 
Pero  vi  venue  a  tempo  Erigliadora^ 
Cbe  It  frefcVerbe  lungo  ilrio  pafcea. 
Ma  a  I  fin  del  canto  10  mi  trovo  ejjer  giunte, 
Si  cb'iofato  con  vojlra  grazia  punto. 


And  after,  without  more  delay,  as  foon 

As  they  their  people  from  the  fiege  fet  free, 

They  mean  not  to  be  joint  companion, 

But  in  fierce  war  and  burning  enmity, 

Until  with  arms  there  be  decilion 

Who  mould  poflefs  the  fair  defervediy. 

She,  to  whofe  hand  they  plight  their  foleinn  troth, 

Made  the  fecurity  unto  them  both.  • 

114. 

Here  with  them  Difcord  was  impatient, 
Of  peace  and  ev'ry  truce  the  enemy. 
And  Pride  was  there,  who  would  not  give  confent, 
Nor  fuffer  to  take  place  fuch  amnefty  ; 
But  Love,  more  pow'rful,  did  himfeif  prefent, 
To  whofe  high  valour  none  can  equal  be  ; 
And  caus'd,  by  flrokes  of  his  unerring  lhaft, 
Both  Pride  and  Difcord  to  remain  abaft. 

115, 

The  truce  betwixt  them  was  at  length  agreed, 
As  pleafed  her,  who  over  them  had  fway. 
Now  of  their  horfes,  one  they  flood  in  need, 
As  that  the  Tartar  own'd,  extinct  now  lay : 
When  Brigliador,  who  by  the  dream  did  feed 
On  the  frefh  grafs,  in  feafon  came  that  way  ; 
But  at  the  canto's  end  I  me  percieve, 
So  here  I'll  make  a  full  flop  with  your  leave. 

W. 


*##*****#*****^ 


CANTO    XXV. 


OGran  contrajio  in  glovenil penfiero 
Dejir  di  laude  ed  inipeto  d1  Amore  ! 
Ne  cbi  piu  vaglia  ancor  fi  truova  in  vero^ 
Cbe  refta  or  quejio,  or  qitel  fuperiore. 
^  I' uno  ebbe,  e  ne  I 'altro  cavaliero 
'•'uivi  gran  forza  il  debito^  e  I'oncre, 
Cbe  I'amorofa  tile  iintermejje 
Fin  cbe  face  orfo  il  campo  lor  s'tveffe. 

*Aa  piu  ve  Febke  Amor  ;  cbe  fe  non  era^ 
•   '')•:  co;~!  comando  la  donna  loroy 
\  -ri  ji  fciogliea  quella  battaglia  fiera, 
•j  navrebbe  il  trionfale  alioro  : 
Kd  Agramar,te  ixvan  coiia  fua  fchiera 

tto  fivria  afptitafo  di  ccftoro 
Dunque  Amor  fempre  rio  non  ft  ritrova  '•> 

Hi  KKOU,  anco  talvslla  giova. 


/^\  F  youthful  thought ;  O  conflict  how  fevere  ! 
V  The  thirft  of  praife, andboundlefs  force  of  love; 
Nor  which  prevails,  can  we  difcover  clear, 
Now  this  fuperior,  now  that,  wiD  prove. 
Here  both  the  one  and  t'other  cavalier 
Duty  and  honour  pow'rfully  did  move, 
That  they  their  am  rous  quarrel  mould  delay, 
Till  they  affiflance  to  the  camp  convey. 

2. 

But  love  prevail'd  ;  and  were  it  not  that  me 
Who  was  their  miihrefs  fuch  way  did  command, 
From  this  fierce  battle  they  had  not  got  free, 
Till  one  had  the  triumphal  laurel  gain'd  ; 
And  Agramante,  with  his  foldiery, 
Hopes  of  their  aid  had  vainly  entertain'd. 
Therefore  for  ever  evil  is  not  love, 
It  oft  it  hurts,  it  fometimes  good  does  prove. 


Canto  25. 
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Or  I'uno,  e  faltro  cavalier  Paganoy 
Che  tutti  ban  differiti  i  lor  litigi, 
Va  per  fal-var  I'eJJercito  dfricano 
Con  la  donna  gentil  verfo  Parigi  ; 
E  va  con  ejjji  ancora  il  piidol  nano, 
Che  fegulto  ihl  Tartar o  i  vejiigi 
Finche  con  lui  condotto  afronte  a  front  e 
Eibe  qulvi  il  gelofo  Rodomonte. 

Capitaro  in  un  prate,  ove  a  dibtto 
Erano  c avail er  fopra  un  ruf cello  ^ 
Duo  difarmati,  e  duo  cb'avean  Celmettoy 
E  una  donna  con  lor  di  vifo  bello  : 
Chi  f offer  quelli,  altrove  in  fia  detto  ; 
Or  no  ;  c  he  di  Ruggier  prima  favello  ; 
Del  buon  Ruggier,  di  cui  vi  fu  narrato, 
Chetofiudo  nel  pozzo  avea  gittato. 

Non  e  dal  pozzo  ancor  Icntano  un  ir.ighoy 
Che  venire  un  carrier  vede  in  gran  frettat 
Di  quei)  che  rnanda  di  Trojano  il  Figlio 
A  i  cavalieri^  onde  facccrfo  afpetta  ; 
Dal  qua  I  ode  che  Carlo  in  tal  ptriglio 
La  gentt  Saracina  tien  ri/irctta, 
Che  fe  non  e  chi  to/to  U  dia  aita, 
Tofto  Fonor  vi  lafcera,  o  la  vita. 

6. 

Fit  da  molti  penfier  ridutto  in  forfe 
Ruggier,   che  tutti  1'affu  'ire  a  un  tratto  ; 
Ma  qual  per  lo  miglior  doveffe  torfe 
AT£  luogo  a-vea,  ne  tempo  a  pen  jar  atto  : 
Lafcio  andare  il  MeJJaggio,  e' I  freno  torfe 
La  dove  fit  da  quella  donna  tratto, 
Che  ador  adora  in  modo  Faffrettava, 
Che  nejjun  tempo  d'indugiar  le  dava. 

Quindi,feguendo  il cammin  prefo,  vennf, 
Gia  dcclir.ando  ilfole,  ad  una  terra, 
Che' I  Re  Marfilio  in  mezzo  a  Francia  tenne, 
Totta  di  man  di  Carlo  in  quella  guerra. 
Ne  alponte^  ne  alia  port  a  fi  ritenne, 
Che  non  gli  niega  alcuno  ilpaffo,  o  ferray 
Een>.ti  intorna  al  rajirello^  e  in  sii  le  foj/e 
Gran  quant ita  f  uomini,  e  d'arme  fofle. 

8. 

Perch" era  conofciuta  dalla  gcnte 
La  donzella  che  aveva  in  compagnia^ 
Fit  lafciato  p&ffkr  liber amente, 
Ne  domancJtato  pure,  onde  venia. 
Giunfe  alia  piazza,  e  di  fuoco  liuente^ 
E  plena  la  trovo  di  gente  ria, 
E  vide  in  mezza  Jlar  con  v'ifofmorto 
II  giovine  dannato  ad  efir  morto* 


Both  one  and  t'other  Pagan  warrior  now, 
Who  had  agreed  their  quarrel  to  deier, 
On  Afric's  army  fafety  to  beftow, 
Tow'rds  Paris  travell'd  with  the  lady  fair  : 
And  with  thenj  too  the  little  dwarf"  did  go, 
Who  on  the  Tartar's  tracks  did  forward  bear, 
Till  to  this  place  he  with  him  front  to  front, 
Conducted  had  the  jealous  Rodomont. 

4- 

They  foon  arrived  at  a  beauteous  mead, 

Where  Knights  at  eafe  clofe  by  a  rivlet  were ; 

Two  were  unarmed,  two  in  armour  clad, 

A  lady  with  them  fat  of  vifage  fair  : 

Who  thefe  were,  fliall  in  other  place  be  faid, 

Not  now,  for  I  muft  talk  firfl  of  Ruggier  ; 

Of  brave  Ruggier,  of  whom  to  you  was  fhown, 

That  he  his  fhield  into  the  well  had  thrown. 

He  from  the  well  a  whole  mile  had  not  got, 

When  he  a  courier  coming  fwift  did  fee, 

Of  thofe,  to  whom  did  Trojan's  fon  allot 

To  go  to  knights,  whofe  aid  expected  he : 

Of  whom  he  heard,  that  Charles  retain'd  clofe  fhut 

In  peril  vafl  the  Pagan  foldiery: 

That  if  their  aid  no  one  did  quickly  give, 

They  there  their  life  or  honour  foon  mull  leave. 

6. 

Ruggier,  midft  divers  thoughts,  did  ftill  remain 
In  doubt,  which  him  at  once  embarrafTed  ; 
But  which  he  mould  as  fitteft  entertain  ; 
For  thought,  nor  place,  nor  time,  he  fuiting  had. 
He  let  the  courier  go,  and  turn'd  his  rein 
There,  where  he  now  was  by  the  damfcl  led  ; 
Who  ev'ry  inftant  haften'd  him  fuch  way, 
That  file  no  time  allow'd  him  for  delay. 

7- 

Thence  he  unto  a  city  did  advance 
Upon  his  road,  the  fun  now  going  down, 
Which  King  Marfilius  held  in  midft  of  France, 
And  in  this  war  from  Charles's  hand  was  won  • 
At  bridge  nor  gate  was  any  hinderance, 
As  entrance  was  deny'd  or  flop'd  by  none ; 
Tho'  on  the  fofs  and  barriers  all  around, 
Great  quantity  of  armed  men  was  found. 

8. 

Becaufe  that  known  unto  thefe  people  was 
The  damfel  that  he  had  in  company, 
With  freedom  they  permitt:-d  him  to  pals, 
Nof  did  they  even  afk  him,  whence  came  he  : 
To  the  piazza  come,  of  ths  dire  blaze, 
And  cruel  people  full  he  it  did  fee ; 
And  in  the  mid/1  of  them  he  did  defcry 
A  youth  with  pallid  look,  ceademu'd  to  die. 
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Ruggier,  come  gli  alzo  gll  occhi  nelvifo, 
Che  chino  a  terra,  e  lagrlmofojla'va^ 
Di  veder  Bradamante  gli  fit  avvifo, 
Tanto  il  giovine  a  lei  rajjimigliava  : 
Piudejfa  gli  parea,  quanta  pin  fifo 
Jlvolto,  e  alia  per fona  il  riguardava  ; 
E  fra  fe  dijje.:  O  quefta  e  Bradamante, 
O  ih'to  nonfon  Ruggier,  com' era  inante. 

10. 

Per  troppo  ardir  ft  fara  forfe  mt/a 
Del  garzon  condannato  a  la  difeja  ; 
E  poi  cbe  mat  la  cofa  Pefucceffa, 
Nefarajiata  (come  io  veggo)  prefa. 
Deb  percbe  tanta  fretta  ?  cbe  con  ejja 
lo  non  potei  trovarmi  a  quejla  imprffa  ? 
Jkfa  Dio  ringrazio,  the  ci  fan  venuts, 
Ch'a  tempo  ancora  io  patrb  darle  aiuto. 

II. 

E  fenza  piu  indugiar  la  fpfdajlringe^ 
C'avea  a  Fa  tiro  cajiel  roita  la  lancia, 
E  addoj/o  ilviilgo  incrme  il  dejtrier  fpinge 
Per  lo  petto,  pei  ftancbi,  e  per  la  panda  : 
Alena  la  fpada  a  cerco,  ed  a  chi  cinge 
La  fronte,  a  chi  la  gola,  a  chi  la  guancia  : 
Fugge  il  popvl.gridar.do  ;  e  la  gran  frotta 
Re/la  ofdanc(,{a,  o  con  la  tefta  rotta. 

12. 

ComeJIormn  d'augei,  ch'in  ripa  a  unjlagno 
Pola  fecuro,  e  a  fua  pajlura  attende  ;  . 
S'improvifo  dal  del  falcon  grij'agno 
Gli  da  nel  mezzo,  o  un  ne  battt^  o  prende^ 
Si  fparge  infuga  ;  ognun  lafcia  il  compagno^ 
E  de  lo  fcampo  fua  curafi  prende : 
Ccfi  veduto  avrefte  far  cojforo 
Tojio  cbe'lbuon  Ruggier  diede  fra  loro. 

13- 

A  quattro,  o  fti  da  i  colii  i  capi  netti 
Levo  Ruggier,  ch'ivd>  a  fugglr  fur  lenti  J 
Ne  divife  altrettanti  infina  i  petti. 
Fin* a  gli  occhi  infiniti,  e  fri  a  i  denti, 
Conccdero  cbe  non  trcvajje  elwctti, 
Ala  ben  di  ferro  ajfai  cuffie  lucenti ; 
E  telmi  fini  an  o  vi  J ~ojfer  flat '/', 
Cofigli  avrebbe^  opoco  men  tagliati. 

14. 

La  forza  di  Ruggier  non  era,  qtiale 
Or  ft  ritrovi  in  cavalier  moderno  ; 
A^  in  or  fa,  ne  in  /eon,  ne  in  animate 
Altro  piu  fie ro,  o  noftrale,  odffferno: 
Forje  il  tremuoto  Ic  fareble  uguale  ; 
Forfe  ilgran  Diavol,  non  quel  de  I' infinity 
Ala  quel  del  mio  Signer,  cbe  va  col  foco  ; 
Cb'a  ciclo,  e  a  terra,  e  a  mar  ft  fa  dar  loco. 


As  his  eyes  Ruggier  on  his  face  did  raiie, 
Who  to  the  earth  inclin'd,  and  weeping  ftood  ; 
He  thought  that  this  his  Bradamante  was  ; 
The  youth  of  her  fuch  vaft  refemblance  fhew'd  j 
And  more  feem'd  her  to  be,  as  he  his  face 
And  perfon,  with  more  Uriel  attention  view'd ; 
And  (aid  in  thought,  or  Bradamant  is  here, 
Or,  as  I  was  before,  I'm  not  Ruggier. 

io. 

She  was,  perhaps,  led  by  her  courage  great, 
Raftily  the  youth  condemned  to  defend; 
And  when  turn  d  out  th'  event  unfortunate, 
Might  (as  I  fee)  have  prifoner  remain'd  : 
Then  why  fuch  haite  ?  that  I  could  not  be  at 
This  enterprize,  to  her  my  aid  to  lend  : 
But,  thanks  to  God  !  I  hither  am  come  now, 
And  time  enough,  aiTiftarice  to  beftow. 

1 1. 

And,  without  more  delay,  his  fword  he  drew ; 
For  he  at  t'other  fort  his  lance  did  break, 
And  on  the  feeble  croud  with's  war-horfe  flew, 
Which  thro'  their  breafts,  flanks,  bellies,  way  did  make. 
He  wheels  his  fword  around,  and  fome  cuts  thro' 
The  forehead,  fome  the  throat,  and  fome  the  cheek. 
The  people  fcreaming  fly  ;  a  num'rous  train, 
With  maimed  limbs,  or  wounded  heads,  remain. 

12. 

Juft  as  a  flock  of  birds,  on  the  lake's  fide, 
Who  fly  fecure,  and  to  their  feed  attend : 
If  marp-claw'd  falcon  fwift  from  flcy  does  glide 
Into  the  midft,  and  one  does  feize  and  rend  ; 
Scatter  in  flight,  none  with  his  mate  will  bide, 
But  to  his  own  efcape  his  care  will  tend  : 
So  amongft  thefe,  you  might  the  fame  percieve, 
As  foon  as  brave  Ruggier  did  'mongfl  them  drive. 

r3- 

The  heads,  Ruggier  does  ftrike,  of  four  or  five, 
At  once  clear  off,  who  in  their  flight  were  flow, 
As  many  more  down  to  the  breafts  does  rive  ; 
To  th'  eyes  and  teeth  of  numbers  comes  the  blow : 
That  he  no  helmets  found,  that  point  I  give  ; 
But  coifs  of  fteel  which  cover  many'  a  foe  : 
And  if  they  had  the  fineft  helms  had  on, 
The  cut  as  far,  or  little  lefs,  had  gone, 

14. 

So  feeble  was  not  of  Ruggier  the  might, 
As  now  is  found  in  modern  cavalier; 
In  lion,  bear,  or  beaft,  does  fiercer  fight, 
Which  or  our  own,  or  foreign  countries  rear  : 
Perhaps  the  thunder  moft  might  equal  it, 
Or  the  grand  dev'l,  not  o'th'  infernal  fphere ; 
But  of  my  Lord,  which  out  with  fire  does  fly, 
To  which  all  yields  on  earth,  in  fea,  in  iky. 
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D'ogni  fuo  colpo  mat  non  cadea  manca 
D'un  uom  in  terra,  e  lepiu  volte  un  paio, 
E  quattro  a  un  colpo,  e  cinque  n'uccife  anco, 
Si  che  fivenne  tojlo  al  centinaio  : 
Tagliava  dbrando,  chetrajfe  dal  fianco, 
Come  un  tenero  latte,  il  duro  acciaio  : 
Falerbia,  per  dar  morte  ad  Orlando, 
Fe  nel  giardin  d'Orgagna  il  crudcl  brando. 

16. 

Averlofatto  poi  ben  le  rincrebbe, 
Che' I  fuo  giardin  disfar  vide  con  cjfo  : 
Che  ftrazio  dunque \  che  ruina  deb  be 
Far  or,  ch'in  man  di  tal  guerriero  e  mejfo  ? 
Se  mai  Ruggier  furor,  fe  rnai  forza  ebbe 
Se  maifu  I' alto  fuo  valore  efprejfo, 
Qui  febbe,  il  pofe  qui,  qui  fu  veduto, 
Sperando  dare  a  la  fua  donna  aiuto. 

Shtaifa  la  lepre  contra  i  canifciolti, 
Facea  la  turba  contra  lui  riparo. 

,  che  rejlaro  ucciji,furo  molti, 
*uro  injiniti  quei,  ch'in  fuga  andaro. 
Avea  la  donna  intanto  i  la^ci  tolti, 
Ch'ambe  le  mani  al  giovine  legaro  ; 
E  come  pote  meglio,  prejlo  armollo  : 
Gil  die  una  fpada  in  mono,  e  unjcudo  al  collo. 

1 8, 

Egli,  che  molto  e  offefo,  piu  che  puote, 
Si  cere  a  vendicar  di  quella  genie  : 
E  quivi  fan  ft  le  fue  forze  note, 
Che  riputar  ft  fa  prode,  e  valente. 
Gin  avea  attuffato  le  derate  ruote 
11  folne  la  marina  d'Occidente, 
Quando  Ruggier  vittoriafo,  e  quello 
Giovine  feco  ufcir  fuor  del  cajiello. 

19. 

^uando  il  garzonftcuro  de  la  vita 
Con  Ruggier  ft  trovo  fuor  de  le  porte  j 
Gli  rende  motta  grazia,  ed  infinita 
Con  gent  i  I  modi,  e  con  parole  accorte  j 
Che  non  lo  conofcendo,  a  dargli  aita 
Si  fojfe  mejfo  a  rifchio  de  la  morte  i 
E  pregb,  che' I  fuo  name  gli  dicejfe 
Per  faper  a  chi  tanto  obbligo  avejfe, 

20. 

Veggo,  dicea  Ruggier,  lafaccia  bella$ 
E  le  belle  fattezze,  e'l  bel  fembiante  ; 
Ma  la  foavita  de  lafavella 
Non  odo  gia  de  la  mia  Bradamante : 
Ne  la  relazion  di  grazie  e  tfuella, 
Ch'ella  ufar  debba  al  fuo  fedele  amante  ; 
Ma  fe  quefta  e  Bradamante^  or  come 
Ha  fi  tojlo  in  obblio  mejfo  ilmio  name  ? 


'5- 

Down  at  one  ftroke  there  never  lefs  did  go 
To  earth  than  one,  and  two  moft  frequently'1; 
And  even  four  or  five  kill'd  at  a  blow  ; 
So  that  an  hundred  foon  might  icckoned  be. 
The  fword  he  from  his  fide  did  draw,  .  ut  thro', 
Like  tender  tin,  fteel  temper'd  the  moft  high. 
To  kill  Orlando,  Falerina  made, 
I'  th'  garden  of  Orgagna,  this  dire  blade. 

1 6. 

It  after  griev'd  her  much  (he  it  had  made, 
As  (he  her  garden  faw  by  it  deftroy'd  : 
What  flaughter  therefore  now  !  what  ruin  dread 
Muft  it  produce,  by  fuch  a  knight  employed. 
If  ever  rage  or  prowefs  Ruggier  had ; 
If  e'er  his  valour  high  his  foes  annoy'd  ; 
He  us'd  it  here,  here  had  it,  here  difplay'd, 
Hoping  to  give  to  his  dear  lady  aid. 

What  'gainft  the  dogs  let  loofe  defence  the  hare, 
Such  againft  him,  the  multitude  did  make  : 
They  who  did  kill'd  remain,  great  numbers  were  ; 
Infinite  they,  who  did  to  flight  betake. 
Mean  time  the  maid  the  fetters  off  did  tear, 
Which  did  the  young  man's  hands  in  bondage  rack, 
And  quickly  armed  him  the  beft  (lie  could, 
A  fword  in  hand,  and  (hield  on  arm  beftow'd. 

18. 

He,  who  is  much  offended,  moft  he  can, 
Seeks  on  this  people  to  wreak  vengeance  dread : 
And  here  his  force  he  did  fhow  forth  fo  plain, 
He  made  his  might  and  prowefs  valued. 
The  fun  had  now  within  the  weftern  main 
Setting,  his  golden  wheels  extinguifhed, 
When  Ruggier,  who  this  victory  had  got, 
Did  from  the  fort  with  the  youth  ifTue  out. 

19. 

When  the  youth  did,  fecure  of  life,  furvey 
Himfelf,  with  Ruggier,  got  without  the  gate, 
Thanks  out  of  number  he  did  to  him  pay, 
In  genteel  manner,  and  fpeech  delicate ; 
That  for  his  aid  he  fhould  himfelf  betray, 
Unknowing  him,  to  hazard  of  his  fate ; 
And  begg'd  he  to  him  would  his  name  expound, 
To  know  to  whom  he  was  fo  highly  bound. 

20. 

The  beauteous  vifage,  thinks  Ruggier,  I  fee. 
The  lovely  features  and  the  femblance  fair  ; 
But  of  the  fpeech,  the  charming  melody, 
Of  my  dear  Bradamant  does  not  appear. 
This  her  return  of  thanks,  and  words  which  fhe 
Employs,  are  not  what  I  expect  from  her  : 
If  (he  is  Bradamante,  how,  fo  foon^ 
Has  flie  my  name  loft  in  oblivion  ? 
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21. 


Per  ben  faperne  il  certo^  accortamente 
Ragglcr  Ic  d'ffe  :  to  if  ho  vcduto  altrove  ; 
Ed  ho  penfaiOj  epenfo,  e  finalmente 
Non  /o,  ne  pojjb  ricordarmi  dove. 
Ditemelvoi^fe  vl  ritorna  a  mente, 
E  fate,  che'l  vonie  anco  udir  mi  giove* 
Accio  ch'io  faper  poj/a,  a  cut  mia  ait  a 
Dal  fuoco  alii  a  I  a  hat  a  oggl  la  vita. 

Che  voi  m'abliate  vijloy  ejfer  potria, 
Rifpofe  quel,  ma  non  fo  dove,  o  quando  : 
Ben  iio  pel  mondo  anch'io  la  parts  mia 
Strane  venture  or  qua,  or  Id  cercando  : 
Forfe  una  rnlaforellajlatafia, 
Che  vejle  tarme^  eporta  a  lato  il  brando, 
Che  nacque  meco,  e  tanto  mi  fomiglia^ 
Che  non  ne  puo  difcerner  lafamiglia. 

23- 

Ne  primo ,  ne  fecondo,  ne  ben  quarto 
Siete  di  queij  cb' error e  in  do  prefo  hanno  : 
Ne'l  padre,  neifratelli^  ne  cbi  a  un  par  to 
Ci  produjje  ambi,  fcernere  ci  fanno  : 
Gli  e  ver,  che  quejto  crin  raccorcio,  e  fpario, 
Cb'io  ports  come  gll  altri  uomini  farino  ; 
Ed  il  juo  lingo,  e  in  treccia  al  capo  avvolta, 
Ci  Jo  lea  far  gia  differ  enzia  molt  a. 

24. 

Ma  poi  clfim  giorno  dla  ferita  fu 
J^el  capo  (lungo  faria  dirvi  come) 
E  ptrTaaaffo  vn  jervo  m  Gem 
A mcz/za  orecchia  le  taglio  le  ch'u 
jllnn  fegno  tra  not  non  reffopiu 
Di  differeniita\  fuor  cbe  I  jejjo,  e  it 
K.icdardetto Jon  to,  Bradamante  dla\ 
Io  fratd  di  Kinaldo^  ejfafrrclla. 

25- 

E  fe  non  v'incrcf-cjfe  d'ctfcoltarmi, 

C'ifa  dird,  che  \ii  faria  jlupire  ; 

La  qual  m'tccorfe  per  affomigliarmi 

A  lei  \  g/oia  alp'inciptO)  e  al  fin  martire. 

Rn?g!f/'o,  i(^j,alpui  grax'cft  iftrmt 

Piu  d'Acf  ijJ'.rni  non  potrebbe  ndire^ 

Che  dwc  alcun  n\  ordo  intcrvet/iffe 

De  li  fua  donna  i  il  prego  fit  che  dij/e. 

26. 

/ccarldc  <v  qvefii  di,  che  pe  i  vidni 
bofchi  pajjando  la  forella  mia 
Ferita  da  uno  jluul  de'Saracini^ 
C>:c Jenzfi  F clino  la  trovar  per  via^ 
Fu  &  fiardarji  aftretia  i  lunghi  crinij 
Sc  janar  volfe  d'una  piaga  ria, 
"Ch'avea  con  gran  periglio  ne  la  tcfla  ; 
E  coji  fcorcia  en  o  per  la  for  eft  a. 


That  he  might  know  for  certain,  artfully 
Ruggiero  faid,  I  have  feen  you  elfewhere  ; 
And  I  have  thought,  and  think,  and  finally 
I  know  not,  nor  can  I  remember  where  : 
If  to  your  mind  it  does  return,  tell  me, 
And  let  me  have  the  joy  your  name  to  hear  ; 
That  I  may  know  whofe  life  my  aid  to-day 
Has  from  the  fire  in  fafety  borne  away. 

22. 

It  well  may  hap,  you  me  before  did  fee, 
Reply'd  the  youth,  nor  know  I  when  or  where  t 
I,  for  my  part,  throughout  the  whole  world  flee ; 
Now  here,  now  there,  fearching  adventures  rare  : 
Perhaps  one  of  my  fitters  it  might  be, 
Who,  clad  in  arms,  fword  on  her  fide  does  wear  ; 
WhoAvas  born  with,  and  fo  refembles  me, 
We  can't  be  known  afunder  by  the  family. 

23- 

Nor  firft,  nor  fecond,  nor  yet  fourth  are  you 
Of  thofe,  who  in  this  error  have  been  ta'en  ; 
Nor  brothers,  fire,  nor  who  produc'd  us  two 
Both  at  one  birth,  can  us  diflinguifh  plain  : 
That  this  my  hair,  {hort,  fcattered,  'tis  true 
I  wear,  as  cufrom  is  of  other  men  ; 
And  fhe  her's  long,  in  treiles  round  her  head. 
Which  'twixt  us  once  a  great  diftinclion  made. 

24. 

But  after  fhe  reciev'd  a  wound  one  day 
On  her  head  ;  how,  'twere  tedious  to  declare  ; 
And  to  heal  this,  a  hermit  cut  away 
Do\\  n  to  the  middle  of  her  ear,  her  hair  : 
No  other  mark  of  difference  we  difplay, 
Except  'tis  in  our  fex,  and  names  we  bear. 
1  Ricciardet,  fhe  Bradamant,  is  call'd ; 
I  brother,  fhe  the  Cfter,  of  Rinald. 

25- 

And,  if  'twill  not  pain  you  to  lend  an  ear, 
I'll  tell  what  will  amazing  be  to  you, 
Which  chanc'd  by  the  refemblance  that  I  bear 
To  her,  which  firft  was  blifs,  the  end  in  woe. 
Ruggier,  who  could  not  verfe  more  pleaiing  hear, 
Nor  fweeter  hiilory  could  liften  to, 
Than  when  did  intervene  the  mention 
Of  his  dear  lady,  bcgg'd  fo,  he  went  on. 

26. 

It  at  that  time  did  happen,  when  did  pafs 
My  fifter  thro'  the  woods  that  r.re  around, 
By  troop  of  Saracins  fhe  wounded  was, 
Who  on  the  \vay  her  without  helmet  foaad  : 
To  cut  her  hair'neceffity  fhe  has, 
If  fhe  would  healed  be  of  cruel  wound, 
Which  very  dang'rous  fhe  had  in  her  head  ; 
And  fuch  way  crop'd,  fhe  thro'  the  foreft  ftiay'd. 
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Canto  25. 


ORLANDO    F  U  R  10  S  0. 


27. 


Errando  gluvfe  ad  una  ombrofa  fonte  ; 
E  per  eke  afflitta,  e  Jianca  rltrovojje  ; 
Deddeflrter  fcefit\  e  difarmb  la  front  e, 
E  iit  le  tener  erbe  addormentofje. 
lo  non  credo,  cbe  favola  fi  conte, 
Che  plu  dl  quejla  IJlorla  bella  fojje  : 
Fiordifpina  dl  Spagna  foprarriva, 
Che  per  cacclar  nil  bofco  ne  veniva. 

28. 

E  quando  ritrovo  la  mia  Jiroccbia 
Tutta  coperta  d'arme,  eccetto  Unify, 
C'avea  la  fpada  in  lucgo  dl  canocchia  ; 
Le  fu  vedere  tin  cavalier o  avvifo  : 
Lafaccia,  e  le  virilfatezze  addocchia 
Tanto,  cbe  fe  ne  fente  il  cuor  conquifo ; 
La  invita  a  caccia,  e  tra  I'ombrofe  fronde 
Lunge  da  gll  altrl  al fin  feco  f'afionde. 

29. 

Pol  (he  rha  feco  infolitario  loco-, 
Dove  non  teme  d"ejjer  I'jpragglnnta, 
Con  atti,  e  con  parole  a  poto  a  poco 
Lefcuopre  HfiJJo  cuor  dl  grave  punta  : 
Con  gll  occhi  ardenti,  e  ca  ifofpir  dl  foes 
Le  mojira  Palma  dl  difeo  confunta  : 
Or  fe  f color  a  in  vifo,  or  fi  raccende, 
Tanto  s'arrifchia,  ch'un  bacio  ne  prende. 

30. 

La  mia  forella  avea  ben  conofciuto, 
Che  quefta  donna  in  camblo  I' avea  to  It  a  ; 
Ne  dar  poteale  a  quel  bifogno  aiuto, 
E  fi  trovava  in  grande  imbaccio  avvolta, 
Gli  e  megliO)  dlcea  feco9  s'io  rifiuto 
Quefta  avuta  dl  me  credenzajtolia  ; 
E  ch'io  mi  mojlri  femmina  gentile, 
Che  lafciar  riputarmi  un  uomt  vile. 

31. 

E  dice  a  liver  ch'era  vlltade  efprejja 
Conveniente  a  un  uom  fatto  di Jin  ceo  ^ 
Con  cut  ft  bella  donna  fojje  mcjja 
Plena  dl  dolce,  e  dl  nettareo  fttcco  ; 
E  tuttavla  jiejje  a  parlar  con  ej/a 
Tenende  bajfe  i'ale^  come  il  cucco. 
Con  modo  accorto  ella  il  parlar  rlduffe^ 
Che  venne  a  <//r,  come  donzella  fujje^ 

32- 

Che  gloria,  qual  gia  Ippolita,  e  Camilla, 
Cerca  ne  forme,  e  In  Africa  era  nata 
In  lito  al  mar  ne  la  citta  d'  Arzilla, 
A  fcuda,  e  lancia  dafanciulla  ttfata. 
Per  quejio  non  fefmorza  una  feint ilhi 
Delfuoco  de  la  donna  Innamorata  : 
£htejlo  rlmedlo  a  falta  piaga  e  tar  do  ; 
Taiit'avea  Amor  cacciato  innanzi  il  darclo. 
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Straying,  fhe  came  unto  a  fhady  font ; 
And,  as  fhe  found  herfelf  faint,  wearied  ; 
Her  horfe  difmounted,  and  difarm'd  her  front, 
And  on  the  tender  grafs  to  fleep  fhe  laid  : 
I  think  not  any  tale  that  they  recount, 
Is  than  this  ftory  in  more  charms  array'd. 
A  Spanifh  lady,  Flordifpine  by  name, 
Thither  a  hunting  to  the  foreft  came. 

28. 

And  when  my  fifter  fhe  percieved  there, 
Except  her  face,  in  arms  all  covered, 
Who  did  a  fword  inftead  of  diftaff  bear, 
That  'twas  a  Knight,  fhe  did  herfelf  perfuade  : 
She  on  her  face,  and  limbs  robuft,  did  flare 
So  much,  that  fhe  her  heart  found  conquered  : 
Invites  her  to  the  chace,  and  to  the  fhade, 
Far  from  the  reft  at  length  fhe  with  her  ftray'd. 

29. 

When  her  in  lonely  place  fhe  with  her  had, 
Where  flic  of  being  follow'd  had  no  fear  ; 
"By  deeds  and  words  fhe  by  degrees  betray'd 
Her  heart,  cleft  thro'  with  puncture  moft  fevere  v 
With  fiery  eyes  and  flaming  fighs  difplay'd 
Her  foul,  which  fierce  defire  did  rack  and  tear  : 
Now  flam'd  her  colour,  now  her  face  forfook  ; 
At  laft,  fo  bold  fhe  grew,  a  kifs  fhe  took. 

My  fifter  had  by  this  difcovered, 

That  flie  had  been  miftaken  by  the  dame ; 

Nor  could  fhe  give  the  help  of  which  fh'ad  need. 

And  was  in  an  embarrafment  extreme  : 

'Tis  better  I  refute,  t'  herfelf  fhe  faid, 

This  foolifli  fancy  fhe  of  me  does  frame ; 

And  that  I  am  a  courteous  female  fhown, 

Than  let  myfelf  be  thought  a  male  poltroon. 

31- 

And  faid  the  truth  ;  for  'twere  poltroonery 
Exprefs,  and  for  a  man  of  ftucco  fit, 
To  whom  fo  fair  a  lady  did  apply, 
Of  fweeteft  juice,  neclareous  replete ; 
And  with  her  fliould  in  talk  alone  comply ; 
And,  cuckow-like,  his  wings  to  drop  permit 
Her  fpeech  fhe  now  reduc'd  in  prudent  way, 
And  briefly,  I  a  damfel  am,  did  fay  ; 

32- 

Who,  like  Camilla  and  Hippolyta, 
Seek  fame  in  arms,  and  by  the  fea-fide  born 
I'  th'  city  of  Arzille  in  Africa, 
Who,  from  my  infancy,  have  armour  worn. 
Yet,  for  all  this,  did  not  one  fpark  decay 
Of  the  vafl  blaze  of  her,  with  love  forlorn  : 
To  her  dread  wound  this  remedy  is  flow, 
Love  into  her  fo  deep  his  dart  did  throw. 
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Per  qiiefto  nan  It  par  men  belloilvifo  ; 
Men  bel  lo  fguardo,  e  men  belli  cojiumi  : 
Per  do  non  torna  ilcuor,  che  gia  divifo 
Da  lei,  godea  dentro  gli  amati  lumi  : 
Vedendvia  in  quell' abito  I'e  awifo, 
Che  puofar,  cbildefir  non  la  confvmi  ; 
E  quandoctfcila  e  pur  femmina  penfa, 
Sffira,  epiange,  e  mo/Ira  doglia  immenja. 

Chi  aveffe  ilfuo  rammarico,  e'lfuo  pianto 
£)uel  giorno  udito,  avria  pianto  con  lei  : 
£>uai  torment  if  dicea,furon  mai  tanto^ 
Crudei*  che  pin  mnjian  crudeli  i  miei  ? 
D'ogn  ahro  arnore  ~b  feeler  at  o,  ofanta 
11  difiatofin  fpcrar  potrei  ; 
Saprei  partir  la  rofa  da  le  fpine  ; 
Sell  H  rt'io  defiderio  efenzafine. 
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Se  pur  volevi,  dmor,  darmi  tormento : 
Che  finer  efcejje  il  mio  felicejiato, 
D'alam  martir  dovevijiar  content  o, 
ChefoJJe  ancor  ne  gli  altri  amanti  ufato. 
Ne  tra  gli  uomini  mai,  ne  tra  farmento^ 
Che  femmina  ami  femmina  ho  irovato  : 
Non  par  la  donna  a  I'a/tre  donne  bella ; 
Ne  a'ctrve  cervat  ne  a  Fagnelle  agnclla. 

36' 

In  terra,  in  aria,  in  mar  fala  fon'io, 
Che  patifco  da  tefi  durofcempio  ; 
£  qucfto  haifatto,  acciixbe  I' err  or  tnio 
Si  a  ne  I'  Imperio  tno  F  ultimo  effempio. 
La  mogtie  del  Re  Nino  ebbe  dijto 
11  figlio  amando  feeler ato^  ed empio, 
£  Mirra  il  Padre,  e  la  Cretenfe  il  Toro  : 
Ma gliep'rufolle  il  mio,  cWalcun  de  i  loro. 

La  femmina  nel  mafchiofe  difegno : 
Speronne  il  fine,  ed  eblelo,  come  odo  : 
Pa/if  e  ne  la  vacca  entro  di  legno  ; 
dltre  per  altri  mez'zi,  e  vario  mods  : 
Afafe  volajje  a  me  con  cgni  ingfgno 
Dedalo,  no"  potria  faoglier  quel  nodo^ 
Chefece  il  majiro  troppo  diligente, 
Natura  d'ogni  cofa  piu  psffente. 
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Coftfi  duole,  e  ft  cs^fuma  ed  ange 
La  bella  donna,  e  n$n  iacchsta  in  fretta  : 
Tti/orji  tatte  ii  vijo,  e  il  capel f range ^ 
E  di  ft  contra  fe  ce^ca  vendetta. 
La  nna  forella  per  pieta  ne  piange  j 
Ed  e  a  fentir  di  quel  dolor  cojireita  : 
Dei  faile,  e  van  difiofijluaia  trarla  ; 
Ma  nonfa  akunprsjitto^  e  in  lanoparla. 


For  this,  the  face  appeared  not  lefs  fhir, 
The  look  lefs  beauteous,  manners  the  lefs  ga}r  : 
For  this,  her  heart  returns  not,  which,  from  her 
Divided,  in  the  eyes  belov'd  does  play  : 
Her,  in  this  drefs  perceiving,  does  prepare 
To  aft,  that  by  this  fire  ihe  mayn't  decay  : 
And,  when  (he  thinks  (he  is  a  woman  too, 
She  fighs,  laments,  difcovers  endlefs  woe. 
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Who  her  complaints  and  lamentations  fad 
Had  that  day  heard,  had  alfo  with  her  griev'd  : 
What  torments  ever  were  fo  dire,  {he  faid, 
Than  which  more  cruel  I  have  not  conceived  : 
In  ev'ry  other  love,  or  good  or  bad, 
Hope  may  be,  that  the  end  may  be  atchiev'd : 
You  from  the  thorn  the  rofes  may  divide ; 
This  my  defire  alone  can  ne'er  be  fatisfy'd. 

If,  to  torment  me,  Love,  you  did  defign, 

As  that  you  envy'd  my  too  happy  ftate  ; 

I  at  no  other  anguiih  fhould  repine, 

If  'twas  of  other  lovers  too  the  fate. 

Amongft  mankind  I  never  found,  or  kine, 

That  female  ever  lov'd  a  female  yet : 

To  other  dames  dame  beauteous  ne'er  does  fhow, 

Nor  lamb  to  lambs,  nor  to  the  does  a  doe. 

36. 

I  fingle  am  on  earth,  in  fea,  in  fky, 
Who  from  you  fuch  fevere  allotment  bear  : 
And  this  you've  done,  that  of  your  fov'reignty 
My  error  might  example  be  moft  rare. 
King  Ninus'  wife,  with  great  impiety, 
Wifh  entertain'd,  holding  her  fon  too  dear  ; 
Myrrha,  her  fire,  a  bull,  the  Cretan  dame  ; 
But  than  all  theirs  more  foolilli  is  my  flame. 
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One  woman,  a  defign,  difguifed,  laid, 
Hop'd  for  ;  and,  as  I  hear,  the  end  Ihe  got. 
Pafiphae  wooden  cow  entered, 
Others  on  other  various  methods  thought ; 
But  fhould  e'en  Dedalus  fly  to  my  aid 
With  all  his  art,  he  could  not  folve  this  knot ,' 
Which  a  too  careful  miftrefs,  nature  ty'd, 
More  powerful  than  ev'ry  thing  befide. 

38. 

Thus  grieves,  of  anguifh  full,  and  difcontent, 
The  fair  one,  nor  herfelf  does  quiet  foon  ; 
Sometimes  her  face  fhe  beat,  her  hair  flie  rent, 
And  'gainft  herfelf  her  vengeance  fets  upon  : 
My  fitter  too  for  pity  does  lament : 
And,  as  fhe  was  compell'd  to  hear  this  moan, 
Her  from  her  foolim  wifh  ftrives  to  refrrain  ; 
But  no  fuccefs  can  find,  talks  all  in  vain. 

39- 
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Ella,  ch'aiuto  cerea,  e  non  conforto  ; 
Sernpre  piufi  lament  a  9  e  piu  fe  dtiole  : 
Era  del  giorno  il  terming  or  mat  ccrty, 
Che  roffeggiava  in  Occidente  ilfole  \ 
Ora  opportuna  da  ritrarji  in  portOj 
A  chi  la  notte  al  bafcoflar  non  vuole  : 
Quando  la  donna  invito  Bradamante 
A  quijia  terra  fua  poco  dijian'e. 

40. 

Non  lefeppe  negar  la  mia  fortHa, 
E  coji  infteme  ne  vennero  alloco, 
Dove  laturba  fcekrata,  e  fella 
Pojio  mavria  (fe  tu  non  v'eri)  al  fcco. 
Fece  la  dentro  Fiordifpina  bella 
La  mia  firocchia  accarezzar  non  poco  ; 
E  rivtjiita  difemminil  gonna 
Connfcer  fe  a  ciafcttH,  ch'ella  era  donna. 

41. 

Pero  cbe  cenofcendo,  che  nejfuno 
Utii  traea  da  quel  virile  a f petto, 
Non  le  parve  anco  di  viler, 
B'tafmo  di  fe  per  quejfofoj/e  detto  : 
Felio  anco  accio  che  I  rnal  c'avta  da  funs 
Virile  a  hi  to  errando  gia  conceit  o> 
Ora  con  raltro  difroprendo  il  vero 
Provafi  di  cacciarfuor  ddpenftero. 

42. 

Commune  il  letto  ebbon  la  notte  infant^ 
Ma  molto  differente  ebbon  ripofo  ; 
Che  I'una  dorme^  e  Faltra  piange^  e  gerre, 
Che  fe-?pre  ilfuo  dfftrfta  piu  focofo  j 
E  fe'/  fonno  talor  gli  occhi  lepreme, 
Qtiel  breve  fonno  e  tutto  imaginofo : 
Le  par  veder  che' I  del  I'abbia  concfffo 
Bradamante  cangiata  in  migltor  fejfi. 
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Come  rinfermo  accefo  di  gran  fete ', 
5^  in  quella  ingorda  voglia  faddormenta^ 
Nell1  interrotta^  e  torbida  quiete 
D'ogn'acqua,  che  mai  vide,  fe  ram  men  ta  j 
Coii  a  cojlei  di  far  fue  voglie  liete 
L'imagine  del  fonno  rapprefenta  ; 
Si  defta,  e  nel  dejlar  mette  la  mano> 
E  ritrova  pur  fempre  il  fogno  vanot 

Quanti  preghi  la  notte  ^  qnarti  voti 
Offerfe  al  fuo  Macone,  e  a  tutti  i  Dei 
Cbe  con  miracoli  apparent!,  e  noti 
MtttaJJero  in  miglior  fejfo  coJJei  / 
Ma  tutti  veds  andar  d effetto  vuoti, 
E  forfe  ancora  in  del  ridea  di  lei  : 
PaJJa  la  noite^  e  Febo  il  capo  biondo 
Traea  del  mare,  e  dava  luce  al  mondo. 


3.9- 

She,  who  relief,  not  comfort,  fought  to  find, 
Still  more  laments,  ftill  more  does  grief  difplay. 
Now  from  its  height  the  day  v.-as  fo  declin'd, 
The  weft  was  redden'd  by  the  folar  ray  ; 
Now  homewards  fhould  retire  them,  who  inclin'd 
Were  not  all  night  within  the  wood  to  ftay  ; 
When  Brad'mant  was  invited  by  the  fair, 
To  this  her  city  hard  by  to  repair. 

40. 

My  fifter  knew  not  how  her  to  deny  ; 
And  thus  together  to  the  place  they  came, 
Where  the  croud  wicked,  fell,  had  prefently 
Put  me,  had  you  not  come,  into  the  flame. 
Fair  Flordifpine  did  fo  to  all  apply, 
By  them  my  fifter  much  carefs'd  became  : 
And  cloathing  her  in  female  drefs  again, 
That  flie  a  damfel  was  to  all  made  plain. 

41. 

For,  as  fhe  knew  that  no  utility 
She  from  this  manlike  afpeft  could  obtain  ; 
She  feem'd  not  willing  there  fhould  any  be, 
Who  blame  for  this,  fhould  'gainft  her  entertain. 
She  did  it  too,  that  what  dire  mifery 
From  veft  miftaken  man's  fhe  did  fuftain, 
Now,  with  the  female,  as  fhe  might  percieve 
The  truth,  from  out  her  thoughs  might  try  to  drive. 

42. 

They  in  one  bed  each  night  together  lay  ; 
But  they  partake  quite  different  repofe : 
One  fleeps,  the  other  fighs  in  mournful  way, 
As  ftill  increafes  her  flame  amorous  : 
And,  if  fometimes  fleep  o'er  her  eyes  does  ft  ray, 
That  fleep  but  fhort,  all  fleeting  fancies  fhows : 
She  feems  to  view,  that  heaven  did  agree, 
Into  the  better  fex  Bradamant  chang'd  fhould  be. 

43- 

As  of  fick  man,  parch'd  up  by  thirft  fo  great, 
Slumbering,  on  fuch  greedy  wifh  intent, 
In  this  fo  broken  reft,  difturbed  ftate, 
On  liquors  all,  e'er  feen,  the  mind  is  bent ; 
So  to  her,  how  her  wifhes  to  complete, 
The  fancies  of  her  fleep  do  reprefent. 
She  wakes,  and  waking  does  her  hand  extend, 
And  ever  finds  her  dream  was  to  no  end. 

44. 

How  many  pray'rs  and  vows  each  night  {he  made 
Unto  her  Macon,  ev'ry  deity, 
That,  with  apparent  miracle  difplay 'd, 
The  nymph  to  better  fex  might  changed  be : 
But  all  her  vows  without  effect  furvey'd  ; 
And  perhaps  too,  to  heav'n  'twas  mocker)'. 
The  night  was  pafs'd,  Phoebus  his  vifage  bright 
Rais'd  from  the  fea,  and  to  the  world  gave  light. 
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PC/'  rfoV  rf?  venue,  e  cbe  lafciaro  il  letto, 
A  Flsrdifpina  iaugumenta  dogia, 
Cbe  Bradaminte  ha  delpartir  gut  ditto, 
Cbe  ufcir  di  quejlo  ipipaccio  avea  gran  vegl:a  : 
La  gentll  donna  un  ottitno  ginetto 
Iv  don  da  hi  vucl,  cbe  partendo  togka, 
Guernito  tToro,  id  unafopravejia* 
Che  ri.camente  ha  di  fit  a  man  contefta. 

46. 

Accompagnolla  un  pezzi  Fiordifpina, 
Poife'piangtndo  cljuo  cajhl  ritornc,  : 
La  tnia  Sorella  si  ratio  cammina, 
Che  venne  a  Monialbano  anco  quel  giorno  : 
Noi  fuoifrateUi)  e  la  madre  mef china 
lutti  le  fiamo  fefteggiando  intorno, 
Che  di  lei  nonfentendo,  avuta  forte 
Dubbio,  e  tema  avevam  dellafua  morte. 
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Mirammo^  al  trar  dell'elmo,  a/mozzo  cnne 

Che  intorno  al  capo  prima  iavvolgea  j 

Cos]  lefopravejli  peregrine 

Nefer  maravigliar^  cbe  indojfi  avea ; 

Edella  tut  to  dal  principio  al  fine 

Narronne,  quel  ch'iy  dianzi  vi  dicea  ; 

Ccme feritafoffe  albofco,  e  come 

LafciaJ/e  per  guarlr  le  belle  thiome. 
48. 

E  come  pal  dormenda  in  ripa  affacque 

La  bdla  cacciatrice fopraggiunfe^ 

A  cui  lafalfafua  fembianza  piacque, 

E  come  dalla  fchiera  la  difgiunfe  : 

Del  lamento  di  lei  poi  nulla  tacque^ 

Che  di  pietade  I'anima  ci  punfe; 
E  come  allcgio  feco^  e  tut  to  quelfo 

Che  fece  fin  che  ritorno  al  cajielh. 

49.. 

Di  Fiordifpina  gran  notizia  elb'io, 
Che  in  Saragozza,  e  gia  la  vidi  in  Franda  } 
E  piacquer  mol'.o  all'appetito  mio 
J  juoi  begLi  ccchi,  e  la  polita  guancia  : 
Ma  non  lafiiaifermarvici  il  difio^ 
Che  I'atnar  fenza  fpeme  e  fogno9  e  ciancia  : 
Or  quando  in  talarnpiezza  mijiporgty 
L'antica  fiamma  fubito  riforge. 

50. 

Di  quejla  fpcme  Amore  ordifce  i  nodiy 
Che  d'altre  fiia  ordir  non  It  potea  j 
Onde  mi  pigl'ia,  e  mojlra  infiems  i  modi, 
Che  da  la  donna  avrei  quel,  ctiio  'chiedta. 
A  fucceder  far  an  facil  lefrodi 
Che.,  come  fpejjo  altti  ingannato  avea 
La  fimiglianza,  c'ho  di  mia  forella^ 
Forfe  anche  ir?gannera  quejla  dtnzd'a. 
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When  the  day  came,  and  they  forfook  their  bed, 
Of  Flordifpana,  now  increas'd  the  \voe  ; 
For  Brad'mant  faid,  her  parting  was  decreed, 
Having  great  mind  from  this  diftrefs  to  go. 
The  genteel  lady,  a  moil  gallant  fteed, 
In  gift,  at  parting,  on  her  would  bellow, 
With  trappings  deck'd  with  gold,  and  a  furtout, 
Which  flie  with  her  own  hand  had  richly  wrought. 

46. 

Flordifpine  fome  fpace  bore  her  company, 
Then  to  her  fort,  back,  weeping,  took  her  way. 
My  fifter  travell'd  on  fo  fpeedily, 
She  to  Montalban  came  that  very  day  : 
Mother  and  brethren,  late  in  mifery, 
Crouding  around  her,  our  delight  difplay  :  , 

As  in  ftrong  doubt  we  were,  fince  we  did  hear 
No  news  of  her,  and  of  her  death  had  fear. 
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Her  helm  ta'en  off,  we  were  furpriz'd  to  view, 
Which  late  flow'd  round  her  head,  cut  ftiort  her 
So  the  furtout,  to  us  quite  firange  and  new,   [hair: 
Did  our  amazement  raife,  which  (he  did  wear : 
And  (he  from  the  beginning  all  did  ihew 
Unto  the  end,  as  late  I  did  declare  ; 
How,  in  a  wood,  a  wound  fhe  had  receiv'd, 
And  for  the  cure  was  of  her  hair  bereav'd. 

48. 

And  then,  how  deeping  by  a  fountain's  fide, 
The  lovely  huntrefs  coming,  her  did  find  ; 
Who  her  appearance  falfe,  with  pleafure  ey'd  ; 
And  how  me  from  her  company  disjoin'd  : 
Of  her  affliction  then  did  nothing  hide, 
Which  with  compaffion  wounded  had  her  mind  : 
And  how  (he  lodg'd  with  her ;  and  did  explain 
All  that  had  pafs'd,  till  fhe  came  home  again. 

49. 

Of  Flordifpine  I  knowledge  had  intire, 
Having  feen  her  in  Saragofs  and  France  ; 
And  her  fine  eyes  my  appetite  did  fire, 
And  of  her  face  the  beauteous  elegance  : 
But  I  would  not  on  her  fix  my  dellre, 
As  hopelefs  love  a  dream  is,  and  romance. 
Now  in  fuch  op'ning  fhe  herfelf  does  throw, 
Sudden  my  former  flame  again  did  glow. 

50. 

Love,  from  this  hope,  his  nets  in  order  lays, 
As  they  from  other  threads  could  not  be  weav'd  ; 
Whence  me  he  takes,   and  then  the  means  difplays, 
How  might  the  wifh'd-for  lady  be  atchiev'd. 
This  fraud  upon  her  eafily  might  pafs, 
That,  as  had  others  frequently  deceiv'd 
The  femblance,  which  I  to  my  fitter  bear, 
I  might  perhaps  alfo  deceive  this  fair. 

51- 
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Faccio,  o  no' I  fa  do  ?  al  fin  mi  par,  eke  buorio 
Sempre  ctrcar  quel,  che  diletti,  fia  : 
Del  miopetijier  con  altri  non  ragiouo, 
Ne  vo  ch'in  do  conjiglio  altri  mi  dia. 
lo  vo  la  notte,  eve  quelfarme  fonot 
Che  s'avea  tratte  la  forella  mia  ; 
'Tolgoley  e  col  dejlrier  fuo  via  cammino ; 
Nejio  afpettar,  che  luca  il  mattutino. 

52. 

lo  me  ne  vo  la  notte  :  Amore  e  ducfj 
A  ritrovar  la  bella  Fiordifpina, 
E  v' arrival,  che  non  era  la  luce 
Del  fclafcofa  ancor  ne  la  marina. 
Beato  £,  chi  correndo  fe  conduce 
Prima  de  gli  altri  a  dirh  a  la  Regina  ; 
Da  hi  fperando  per  Cannunzio  buono 
Acquiftar  grazia^  e  riportarne  dono. 

Tutti  niaveam  tolto  coji  in  fall", 
Com'bai  tu  fatto  oncer,  per  Bradamante  ; 
Tanto  piu,  che  le  vcjli  ebbi,  e'l  cavallo, 
Con  che  partita  era  dlu  il  giorno  inante  : 
Vien  Fiordifyina  di  poco  intervalh 
Con  fcjle  into>/tra,  e  >.on  carezze  tante, 
E  con  ft  allegro  vifo,  e  Ji  gioconda, 
Che  piu  gioia  mojtrar  non  potria  al  mondo- 

Lt  belle  braccia  al  cello  indi  migetta, 
E  dolcementejlringe,  e  bacia  in  bocca  : 
Tu  puoi  penfar,  1'allora  la  faetta 
Dirizzi  Amor,  s'in  mezzo  il  cuor  mi  tocca  : 
Per  man  mi  piglia,  e  in  camera  confretta 
Mi  mera  ;  e  non  ad  altri,  ch'a  let  tocca , 
Che  da  felmo  a  lo  fpron  I'arme  mi  JJacdt 
E  nejjun  altro  vuoly  chefe  nimpacci. 

Poi  fattaji  arreccare  una  fua  vefte 
Adorna,  e  ricca,  di  fua  man  Iafpiega9 
E  come  io  fuffi  femmina,  mi  vefte  j 
E  in  reticella  dloro  il  crin  mi  lega. 
Io  muovo  gli  occhi  con  maniere  onejle^ 
Ne  ch'iojia  donna  alcun  mio  gejio  niega  : 
La  voce^  ch'accufar  mi  poteaforfe, 
Si  ben  ufai,  ch' 'alcun  ncnje  n'accorfs, 

56. 

Ufcimmo  pot  lay  dove  erano  molte 
Perfoneinfaloy  e  cavalier  i,  e  donne  ; 
Da  i  quali  fummo  con  I'onor,  raccolte^ 
Ch'a  leRegine  fajfe,  e  gran  madonne. 
tOhtivi  fF oleum  mt  rifi  io  piii  volte, 
Che  non  fappiendo  do  che  fotto  gonne 
Si  nafcondejfe,  valido,  e  gagliardo, 
JMi  vaggheggiavan  con  laf.ivo  fguardo. 
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Should  I  do  this  or  not  ?  at  laft  I  thought 
That  it  was  good  for  pleafure  ftill  to  ftrive. 
Of  my  defign,  with  others  reafon'd  not ; 
Nor  will'd,  in  this  any  fhould  counfel  give : 
That  very  night,  where  were  the  arms,  I  got ; 
Which  taken  off,  my  fifter  there  did  leave  ; 
Took  them,  and  with  her  horfe  parfu'd  my  way; 
Nor  did  I  tarry  for  the  break  of  day. 

S2- 

I  travel  all  the  night,  Love  is  my  guide, 
That  I  may  find  the  beauteous  Flordifpine ; 
And  thither  I  arrived,  ere  did  hide 
The  fun  his  light  within  the  wave  marine. 
Happy  was  he,  who,  fo  faft  running  hied 
Before  the  reft,  to  tell  it  to  the  Queen : 
Hoping  of  her,  for  this  good  embafly, 
Reward  to  get,  and  in  her  favour  be. 

They  ev'ry  one  fuppos'd  miftakenly, 
That  I  was  Bradamant,  as  you  did  too  ; 
The  more,  as  both  the  arms  and  horfe  had  I, 
With  which  the  day  before  (he  thence  did  go. 
Here  Flordifpine  in  little  time  does  hie, 
With  joy  and  fuch  carefles  me  to  view  ; 
And  with  fo  mirthful  and  fo  jocund  look, 
As  blifs  the  greateft  in  the  world  befpoke. 

54- 

Her  beauteous  arms  about  my  neck  {he  threw, 
And  fweetly  clafp'd  me,  and  my  lips  did  kifs  : 
If  love  his  fhaft  now  right  directs,  judge  you, 
If  thro'  the  middle  my  heart  wounded  is : 
She  took  my  hand,  me  quick  t'  her  chamber  drew, 
And  to  herfelf,  not  others  trufted  this, 
From  helm  to  fpurs,  my  armour  did  untie, 
And  fuffers  none  themfelves  herein  to  occupy. 

Of  hers  then  caus'd  be  brought  to  me  a  gown, 

Herfelf  unfolds  it,  'twas  deck'd  fumptuoufly  ; 

And,  as  Tad  been  a  female,  put  it  on, 

And  in  a  golden  net  my  hair  did  tie. 

I  keep  my  eyes  in  modeft  motion  ; 

Nor,  that  I'm  female,  do  my  acts  deny. 

My  voice,  which  might  perhaps  have  me  accus'd, 

No  creature  could  fufpecl,  fo  well  I  us'd. 

56- 

Then  we  went  out  where  many  perfons  were, 

Ladies  and  cavaliers  in  the  faloon ; 

By  whom  we  were  receiv'd  with  honour  there, 

As  unto  Queens  and  ladies  great  is  done. 

I  to  myfelf  oft  fmil'd  at  many  here, 

As  my  true  fex  to  none  of  them  was  known  : 

They,  thonghtlefs  of  my  courage  ftout  and  bold, 

With  too  free  glances  me  did  oft  behold. 

57* 


ORLANDO     F  V  R  I  O  S  O. 


Canto  i<. 


57- 

Pot,  cbefeffce  la  mite  piu  grande, 
E  gia  un  pezzo  la  men  fa  e>~a  levatat 
La  menfa,  eke  fit  d'ciiime  vivande 
Secondo  la  flagiwe  npparechiata  ; 
Non  ujpetta  la  donna,  cb'io  domande 
4W,' cbe  mera  caglon  del  venirjlata  : 
Ell i  m' invita  per  jua  cortffia, 
Cbe  qudla  notte  a  giater  feco  io  fiia. 

58. 

Poi  cbe  donne,   c  donzelle  ormai  levate 
Si  fur n,  e  pa<r%i,  <?  camerieri  intorno  ; 
Etfend*  arnbe  nelletto  difpogllate 
Co  i  tn-cbi  accefi,  cbe  pan  a  di  giorno  ; 
Io  cominciai ;  Not  vi  maravigliate^ 
Madonna )  fefi  tofto  a  voi  ritorno  ; 
Che  forfe  v 'andavate  imaginando 
Di  non  mi  riveder,  Jin  Dio  fa  quando. 

59- 

Diro  prima  la  cat/fa  del  part  tre  : 
Poi  del  ritorno  Vudirete  ancora. 
Se'lvo/fro  ardor,  Madonna,  intiepidire 
Potuto  avejffi  col  miofar  dimora  ; 
Vivere  invojlrd  fervizio9  e  morire 
Vcluto  avrei,  nejlarnefenza^  un'ora. 
Ma  vijlo  quanta  il  miojiar  vi  nocejfi, 
Per  ntn  poter  far  meglio^  andare  tlejji, 

60. 

Fortuna  mi  tiro  fuor  del  cammino 
In  mezzo  un  bofco  d'intricati  rami  ; 
Dove odo  un grido  rifor.ar  vic'ino, 
Come  di  donna,  cbe  foccorfo  chiami. 
V'accorro  j  e  fopra  un  L^ra^Jlallino 
Ritrovo  un  Fauna,  Savea  prej\  a  gli  ami 
In  mezzo  Vacqua  una  donzdla  liuda  ; 
E  mangiarfi  il  crudel  la  volea  cruda. 

6r. 

Cola  mi  traffi^  e  con  la  fpada  in  manot 
Perch 'aiutar  non  la  potea  altrimente^ 
Tolfi  di  vita  il  pefcator  villano  } 
Ed  ella  falto  in  acqua  immantinente  : 
Ne  m'avrai,  dijfe,  dato  aittto  in  vatio  ; 
Ben  ne  farai  premiato,  e  riccamente 
Quanta  cbiederfaprai^  per  cbe  fan  Ninfay 
Cl)e  vivo  dentro  a  quejia  cbiara  Unfa. 

62. 

Ed  ho  pojjianzafar  cofejlupende, 
E  sforzar  gli  element  i,  e  la  natitra  : 
Chiedi  tu,  quanta  il  mio  valor  ieftende^ 
Poi  lafcia  a  me  di  fat'ufarti  cur  a  : 
Dal  del  la  luna  al  mio  cantor  difcende^ 
S'aggiaccia  ilfuoco,  e  Taria  fi  fa  dura  : 
Ed  ho  talor  con  femplici  parole 
MoJJa  la  terra  j  ed  bofermato  ilfole. 


57- 


When  now  advanc'd  the  hour  of  midnight  late, 
And  now  remov'd  fometime  the  table  wag  ; 
The  table,  on  which  food  moft  delicate, 
According  to  the  feafon  they  did  place  : 
The  lady  flay'd  not  till  I  Ihould  inrreat, 
What  had  of  my  arrival  been  the  caufe  : 
She,  in  her  courtefy.  did  me  invite, 
That  I  with  her  would  take  a  bed  that  night. 

58. 

When  now  the  dames  and  damfels  -were  away, 
The  pages  and  the  chamberlains  all  gone, 
As  in  the  bed  both  of  us  undrefs'd  lay, 
With  lighted  torches  which  the  day  out/hone  : 
Fair  lady,  thus  did  I  begin  to  fay, 
Be  not  amaz'd  that  I  return  fo  foon, 
As  you  perhaps,  that  I  might  not  be  feen 
By  you  imagin'd,  till  —  the  Lord  knows  when. 

59- 

I  firft  will  tell  the  caufe  of  my  retreat  ; 
Of  my  return,  then  will  I  alfo  fay, 
If  you,  my  lady,  it  will  recreate, 
To  hear  the  ftory  which  I  ftiall  difplay. 
My  life,  till  death,  to  you  I'd  dedicate, 
Nor  one  bare  hour  would  I  without  you  ftay  ; 
But  feeing  that  my  ftay  did  hurt  to  you, 
As  I  could  not  do  better,  chofe  to  go. 

60. 

Me,  in  my  road,  fortune  did  fo  confound, 
I  ftray'd  to  foreft  with  boughs  intricate, 
Where  near  me  I  did  hear  a  cry  refound, 
As  of  a  damfel,  who  did  help  intreat  : 
I  ran,  and  on  a  chryftal  lake  I  found 
A  fawn,  who  on  his  hook  did  (lily  get, 
In  middle  of  the  waves,  a  damfel  fair  ; 
And,  cruel  !  did  to  eat  her  raw  prepare. 

61. 

I  then  bore  up,  and  in  my  hand  my  blade, 
As  otherwife  I  of  no  help  could  be, 
The  villain  fifherman  from  life  convey'd, 
She  into  water  leap'd  immediately  ; 
Said,  You  in  vain  have  not  giv'n  me  your  aid, 
You  mall  rewarded  be,  and  fplendidly 
In  all  that  you'll  demand  ;  feeing  I  am 
A  nymph,  who  live  beneath  this  chryftal  ftream. 

62. 

And  I  have  pow'r  ftupendous  works  to  do  ; 
O'er  th'  elements  and  nature  empire  bear  : 
Demand  of  me,  far  as  my  pow'r  will  go  ; 
Then,  you  to  fatisfy,  leave  me  the  care. 
The  moon  from  heav'n  my  fong  brings  here  below; 
E'en  fire  is  froze,  and  harden'd  is  the  air  : 
And  fometimes  with  a  fmgle  word  alone, 
I've  caus'd  the  earth  to  move,  and  ftop'd  the  fun. 
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Non  le  domando  a  quefta  offerta  un'ire 
Tefor,  ne  dominar  popoli,  e  terre  ; 
A?  in  piu  virtU)  ne  in  piit  vigor  falire, 
Ne  vincer  con  onor  tutte  le  guerre  ; 
Ma  fol,  che  qualcbe  via,  donne  il  diftre 
Voflro  s  'adempia^  mifchiuda^  e  differ  re  : 
2tfe  piu  le  domando  un,  ch'un  altro  ejfettoy 
Ma  tutta  alfuo  giudicio  mi  rimetto. 

64. 

Ebbile  a  pena  mia  domanda  efpojia^ 
Ch'un' aUra  volt  a  la  vidi  attuffata  ; 
Nefece  al  tnio  parlare  altra  rifpojla, 
Che  di fpruzzar  ver  me  I'acqua  incantata  : 
Laqual  non  primo  al  vifo  mi  iaccojla^ 
Ch'io  (non  fo  come)  fan  tutta  mutata  ; 
Jo'!  veggio^  io'l  fento,  e  a  pena  vero  par  mi  : 
Sent  a  in  mafchio  di  femmina  mutartm. 

65. 

E  fe  nonfofje,  che  fenza  dimora 
Vi  potete  chiarir^  nol  crederejie  : 
E  qua  I  ne  F  altro  fejfi,  in  que/io  a  near  a 
Ho  le  mie  voglie  ad  ubbidirvi  prejie  : 
Commandate  lor  pur,  che  fieno  or  or  a 
E  fempremai  per  voi  vigili,  e  defie  \ 
Cofele  dijji,  e  feci^  ch'ella  i/lejja 
Trovo  con  man  la  veritade  efprejfa. 

66. 

Come  interviene  a  chi  giafuor  di  fpeme 
Di  co fa  Jia^  che  nel  penfier  molt'abbia  j 
Che  mentre  piu  d'ej/erne  privo  geme, 
Piu  fe  n'ajfligge^  e  fe  ne  Jlrugge^  e  arrt 
Se  ben  la  trova  pot,  tanto  gli  preme 
L'aver  gran  tempo  feminato  in  fabbia  j 
E  la  difperazton  I' ha  Ji  male  ufo, 
Cke  non  erede  afejiej/o^  ejla  confufo : 

67. 

Coji  la  donna ;  poi  che  tocca^  e  vedt 
£htel,  di  c'avuto  avea  tanto  defire, 
A  gli  occbr\  al  tatto^  a  fejiejja  non  credet 
E  Jia  dubbtofa  ancor  di  non  dormire  : 
E  buona  pruova  bifogno,  a  far  fide , 
Che  fentia  quel,  che  le  pare  a  f entire  : 
Fa  Ciel)  dijft  e!!a>  fe  fon  fogni  quejli, 
Ch'io  dorma  fempre,  e  mai piu  non  mi  dcjli. 

68. 

Non  rumor  di  tamburi^  o  fuon  di  tromle 
Furon  principio  a  i'amorcfo  ajfalto  ; 
Ma  baci^  che  imitavan  le  colombe, 
Davan  fegno  or  di  girt,  or  di  fare  alto  : 
Ujammo  altr'arme,  che  faettt,  o  frombe  : 
Jo  fenza  fcale  in  su  la  rocca  falto  ; 
E  lo  jlendardo  piantsvi  d:  botio, 
E  la  nimica  mia  mi  cacao  Jotto. 


63- 

At  this  her  offer,  I  did  not  demand 
To  heap  up  wealth,  o'er  men  or  countries  fway  ; 
Nor  greater  courage,  greater  ftrength  command  ; 
Nor  each  emprize  with  fame  to  bear  away  : 
But  only  that  fome  way  fhe  would  expand, 
Whence  I  might  gratify  your  wifhes  gay  : 
Nor  for  peculiar  means  did  I  apply, 
But  on  her  judgment  wholly  did  rely. 

64. 

I  fcarce  had  my  demand  expounded  plain, 
Than  her  again  in  water  plung'd  I  fee  ; 
Nor  anfwer  gave  fhe  to  my  fpeech  again, 
But  with  inchanted  water  fprinkling  me  : 
Which  to  my  face  its  way  did  fcarcely  gain, 
Then,  how  I  know  not,  I  chang'd  totally : 
I  fee,  I  feel,  and  fcarce  could  it  believe, 
I  to  a  male  of  female  chang'd  myfelf  perceive. 

65. 

And  you  would  not  believe,  could  I  not  clear 
This  cafe  to  you,  without  the  leaft  delay  : 
Whatever  means  within  my  power  are, 
Are  ever  prompt  your  wifhes  to  obey  : 
Judge  whether  I  for  you  had  love,  my  fair, 
Who  could  refufe  the  gift  of  valour,  fway, 
Of  riches,  flrength,  and  victory  in  fight ; 
Yet  made  my  fame  give  place  to  your  delight. 

66. 

As  haps  to  him,  whofe  ev'ry  hope  is  flown, 
Of  what  long  time  he  thought  did  entertain, 
And,  whilft  to  be  without  it  he  does  moan, 
Afflicts,  diffracts  himfelf,  and  does  complain ; 
If  he  fhould  find  it,  yet  fo  dire  is  grown 
His  having  fo  long  time  employ'd  in  vain  ; 
And  to  defpair  having  fo  much  been  us'd, 
Himfelf  he  can't  believe,  and  ftands  conf  us'd. 

67. 

Juft  fo  the  lady,  when  fhe  did  perceive 
Her  fond  defire  no  more  mould  fruitlefs  be, 
Her  very  fenfes  yet  can  fcarce  believe, 
Remains  as  yet  in  great  perplexity ; 
As  fhe  imagin'd,  her  I'd  not  deceive, 
Altho'  furprizing  was  my  hiftory  : 
Grant  heav'n,  if  thefe  are  only  dreams,  fhe  fpake, 
I  ftill  may  dream,  and  never  may  awake. 

68.  O. 

No  trumpet's  found,  of  drums  no  noify  beat, 
Diflurb'd  us  in  our  fportive  merriment, 
But  fighings,  which  did  turtles  emulate, 
Gave  tokens  of  our  tender  langutiliment : 
With  chearfui  thoughts  our  bofoms  were  replete, 
Such  interviews  fond  lovers  muft  content ; 
For,  of  unfeigned  love  and  fiJemn  vow, 
What  converfe  can  the  chearfulnefs  outdo  ? 
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69; 

Se  fu  quel  letto  la  notte  dinanti 
Pien  difofpiri,  e  di  querele  gravi ; 
Nonflette  ly altra  poi  fenza  altrettanti 


69. 


Ncn  con  piu  nodi  I  jieffuofi  accanti 

Lc  colonn£  circondanO)  e  le  irai-i* 

Di  qv.dli^  con  che  noi  legammo  Jlrttti 

E  colli,  e  fanchi,  e  brae  da  t  e  gambe,  e  petti. 

70.  _ 

La  cofajjava  tacitafra  noi 
Si,  che  duro  il  placer  per  alcun  mefe. 
Pur  fi  trovo  chi  Je  n'accorfe  poi 
Tanto,  cbe  con  mio  danno  il  Re  lo'ntefe. 
Voi)  che  mi  liber  a  ft  e  da  quei  fuoi, 
Cbe  ne  la.  piazza  avean  le  fiamme  accefe, 
Comprendere  oggimai  potete  il  rejlo  ; 
Ma  Dio  fa  ben  con  che  dahr  ne  rejlo. 

71. 

Cofi  a  Ruggier  narrava  Ricciardettot 
E  la  notturna  via  facea  men  grave ', 
Salendo  tuttavia  verfo  un  poggetto 
Cinto  di  ripe,  e  di  pendici  cave. 
Unertocalle,  e  pien  difajfi,  e  ftretto 
dpria  il  cammin  con  fatLofa  chiave. 
Sfdea  al  fommo  un  caftel  delta  Jgnfmonte, 
C'avea  in  guardia  Aldigier  di  Chiaramonte. 

72. 

Di  Buovs  era  cojlui figliuol  ba/iardo^ 
Fratel  di  Malagigi,  e  di  Viviano. 
Chi  legit i mo  dice  di  Ghterardo^ 
E  teftimonio  temerario,  e  vano, 
Foffe  comefevoglia  era  gagliardo, 
Prudcnte,  liberal,  cortffe,  umano  ; 
E  facea  quivi  le  fraterne  mura 
La  notte ,  il  di  guardar  con  buona  cur  a, 

Raccolfe  il  cavalier  cortefemente. 
Come  dovea,  il  cugin  fuo  Ricciardetta  ; 
Cb'amo  come  fra  tello,  e  parimente 
Fu  ben  i)ifto  Ruggier  per  fuo  rifpetto  : 
Ma  nongli  ufci  gia  incontra  allegramentet 
Come  era  ufata  ;  anzi  con  triflo  afpetto^ 
Perch' uno  awifo  ilgiorno  avuto  avea 
Che  ndvifo,  e  nel  cuor  mejlo  il  facea. 

A '  Ricciardetto  in  cambio  de  faluto 

Diffe  :  Fratdlo,  abbiam  nuova  non  buona  : 

Per  certijjimo  mej/o  oggi  ho  faputo, 

Che  Bertolagi  iniquo  di  Baiona 

Con  Lanfufa  crudels'e  convenuto> 

Che  prezhfe  fpoglie  e/o  a  lei  donay 

Ed  ejjaa  lui  pan  no/in  frati  in  mano, 

H  tuo  buonMalagigi^  e  Utuo  Fiv'uno. 


If  this  fame  bed  had  been  the  former  night 
Witnefs  of  fighs  and  lamentations  fad, 
The  other  pafs'd  was  with  no  lefs  delight, 
With  joy,  feftivity,  and  fportings  glad  : 
Entwining  bearbind  don't  more  knots  unite, 
When  it  the  beams  and  columns  does  invade, 
Than  we,  intended  in  our  fond  embrace, 
From  out  our  minds  all  doubtful  fear  to  chace. 

70. 

The  thing  remain'd  'twixt  us  in  fecrecy, 
That  for  fome  months  continu'd  our  delight; 
If  et  fome  there  were,  who  made  difcovery, 
That,  to  my  forrow,  the  King  heard  of  it : 
From  thofe  his  people,  you,  who  fet  me  free, 
That  in  the  piazza  fires  but  now  did  light, 
Are  able  now  to  comprehend  the  reft : 
Heav'n  knows  with  how  great  grief  I  am  opprefs'd. 

7i- 

Thus  Ricciardet  to  Ruggier  did  relate, 
And  made  lefs  tedious  their  nofturnal  route  : 
Mean  time,  up  tow'rds  a  little  mount  they  get, 
Which  mounds  and  hollow  cliffs  had  all  about : 
A  barren  path,  fill'd  with  huge  ftones  and  ftraight, 
With  toilful  entrance,  open'd  at  the  foot : 
At  top  a  caftle  flood,  call'd  Agrifmont, 
Which  had  to  guard  Aldigier  of  Claremont. 

72- 

He  Buovo's  fon  was  illegitimate, 
Brother  of  Malagige  and  Vivian ; 
Who  lawful  fon  of  Gerard  does  relate, 
Does  teftimony  give  that's  rafh  and  vain : 
Be  it  as  'twill,  he  was  of  courage  great, 
Liberal,  prudent,  courteous,  and  humane  ; 
And  caus'd  be  guarded  there  his  brother's  fence, 
Both  night  and  day  with  induftry  immenfe. 

73- 

The  knight  reception  gave,  with  courtefy, 
As  to  his  kinfman  Ricciardet  was  due, 
Whom  he  as  brother  lov'd,  and  equally, 
On  his  account,  Ruggier  was  welcome  too ; 
But  came  to  meet  him  not  fo  chearfully 
As  he  was  us'd,  rather  with  look  of  rue  : 
For  he  a  piece  of  news  receiv'd  that  day, 
Which  made  his  face  and  heart  in  mournful  way. 

74- 

He  faid,  inftead  of  falutation, 
To  Pvicciardet,  Brother,  ill  news  I've  had  : 
By  certain  rnefTage,  I  this  day  have  known, 
That  Bertolage  of  Baiofl,  wretch  fo  bad, 
With  fierce  Lanfufe  has  fix'd  convention, 
By  him  to  her  (hall  prefents  great  be  made  ; 
And  (lie  our  brothers  in  his  hands  will  put, 
Your  Vivian  and  your  Maligigi  flout. 

75- 
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Ella  daldi,  che  Ferrau  li  prefe, 

Gli  ha  ognor  tenuti  in  loco  of  euro,  e  fdlo 

Fin  che' I  brutto  contralto,  e  difcortefe 

N'ha  fattocon  coftui,  di  ch'io  favello. 

Gli  de'  mandar  domane  al  Maganzefe 

Ne  i  confin  tra  Baiona,  e  un  fuo  caftello  : 

Verra  in  perfona  egli  a  pagar  la  mancia, 

Che  compra  il  miglior  fangue,  chejia  in  Francia. 

76. 

Rinaldo  noflro  n'ho  avvifato  or  ora, 
Ed  ho  cacciato  il  mejjo  di  galoppo  : 
Ma  non  mi  par,  ch' arrivar  pojja  ad  era, 
Che  nonfia  tar  da,  che' I  cammino  e  troppo  : 
lo  non  ho  meco  gente  da  ufcir  fuora  ; 
Uanimo  I  pronto,  ma  il  poter  e  zoppo  : 
Segii  ha  queltraditor,  li  fa  morire; 
Si  che  nonfo  che  far,  nonfo  che  dire. 

La  dura  nuova  a  Ricciardetto  fpiace , 
E  perche  fpiace  a  lui,  fpiace  a  Ruggiero  ; 
Che  pot  che  quejfa,  e  quel  vede,  che  face, 
Ne  trae  profitto  aLun  del  fuo  penjiero  ; 
Dijfe  con grande  ardir;  Datevipace, 
Sopra  me  cjueft'imprefa  tutta  chero, 
E  quejla  mia  varra  per  mille  fpade 
A  riporvi  i  fratelli  in  liber  tade. 

78. 

lo  non  voglio  altra  gente,  altri  fujfidi, 
Ch'io  credo  baftar  folo  a  quejlo  fatto  : 
lo  vi  dcmando  folo  un,  che  mi  guidi 
Al  luogo,  ove  Ji  dee  far  il  baratto  ; 
E  vi  faro  fin  qui  J entire  i  gridi 
Di  chi  far  a  prefente  al  rio  contratto. 
Coji  dicea  ;  ne  dicea  cofa  nuova 
A  Vun  de  dui,  che  n'avea  vijla  pruova. 

79- 

L'altro  non  fafcoltava  ;  fe  non,  quanta 
S'afcolti  un,  ch'aj/ai  parli,  e  fappia  poco  t 
Ma  Ricciardetto  gli  narro  da  canto, 
Comefu  per  cojlui  tratto  delfuoco  ; 
E  ch'era  certo,  che  maggior  del  v«nto 
Faria  veder  I'  efletto  a  tempo,  e  a  loco. 
Gli  dicde  allor  udienza  piu  che  prima, 
E  riverillo,  e  fe  di  lui  granjlima. 

80. 

Ed  a  la  menfa,  ove  la  coiia  fufe 
llcorno,  raaoro,   come  fuo  donno. 
Quivi  fenzaltro  aiuto  Ji  conclufe, 
Che  liber  are  i  duo  fratelli  pcnno. 
In  tanto  foprawiene,  e  gii  occhi  chiufe 
A  i  Signon,  e  a  i  fergenti  il  pigro  jonno  ; 
Fuor  ch'a  Ruggier,  che  per  tenerlo  de/io 
Gli  punge  il  corfempre  un  penfier  molejlo. 
VOL.  II. 


75- 

She,  from  the  day,  when  Ferrau  them  did  fieze, 
Has  held  them  fliil  in  foul  and  dark  retreat, 
Till  in  the  wicked  contract  fhe  agrees 
With  the  inhuman  wretch  of  whom  I  treat :  % 
This  day  fhe  fends  them  to  the  Maganzefe, 
On  confines  'twixt  Baiona  and  her  feat. 
He  comes  in  perfon  handfel  to  advance, 
To  purchafe  the  beft  blood  that  is  in  France. 

76. 

I  our  Rinald  advis'd  hereof  juft  now, 
And  have  the  meflenger  full  gallop  fent ; 
But  I  conceive  he  will  arrive  too  flow, 
Seeing  the  way  is  of  too  great  extent : 
I  have  no  people  forth  with  me  to  go, 
My  mind  is  prompt,  my  might  is  impotent  : 
If  them  the  traitor  gets,  he  them  will  flay  j 
So  that  I  know  not  what  to  do  or  fay. 

77- 

This  cruel  news  did  Ricciardet  difpleafe  : 
And,  as  it  him  difpleas'd,  difpleas'd  Ruggier  : 
Who,  as  he  one  and  t'other  filent  fees  ; 
Nor,  from  reflection,  any  profit  {hare  : 
Said,  with  great  boldnefs,  Set  yourfelves  at  eafe ; 
I  afk,  that  I  all  this  emprize  may  bear : 
Midfl  thoufand  fwords,  this  mine  fhall  able  be 
The  brethren  to  replace  in  liberty. 

78. 

I'll  have  no  other  folk  nor  fubfidies  ; 
I  for  this  deed  think  I  fuffice  alone  : 
I  aflc  but  one,  me  of  the  way  t" apprize 
To  th'  place  where  the  exchange  is  to  be  done. 
I'll  caufe,  quite  hither  ye  fhall  hear  the  cries 
Of  all  at  this  unjuft  convention. 
Thus  faid  he,  and  herein  faid  nothing  new 
To  one  of  them,  who  once  the  proof  did  view. 

79- 

T'other  ne'er  hears,  or  hears  in  fuch  way, 
As  one  fmall  knowledge  whofe  great  talk  betrays  ; 
But  Rieciardet  to  him  afide  did  fay, 
How  he  was  freed  by  him  from  fiery  blaze  : 
And  that  he's  fure,  he'll  in  effect  difplay 
More  than  he  boafls  of,  at  the  time  and  place  . 
Now  he  gives  audience  greater  than  before, 
And  him  reveres  and  almoft  does  adore. 

80. 

And  at  the  board,  where  plenty  full  difplay 'J 
Her  horn,  refpects  him  as  his  fov'reign  he  : 
Here  they  conclude,  that,  without  other  aid, 
They  able  are  their  brethren  to  fet  free. 
In  the  mean  time  fleep  did  the  eyes  invade 
Of  Lords  and  fervants  clos'd  in  lethargy, 
Save  of  Ruggier  ;  for,  him  awake  to  hold, 
Still  anxious  thought  his  heart  corrodicg  rowl'd. 


,4  O  R  L  A  N  D 

8r. 

Uaflfdio  <?  Agramante,  c'avfa  il  glows 
Udito  dul  carrier,  glijla  nel  core  : 
Ben  vede,  ch' ogni  minima  foggiorno, 
Chefaccia  d'aiutarh^  efuodtfnore. 
^tianto  gli  fara  infamia,  quanta  fcorxe, 
Se  co  inimici  va  delfno  Signore  j 

0  come  a  gran  viltade,  e  gran  deli t to 
Battezzandcfi  allor  gli  fara  efcritte. 

82. 

Potriain  ogn'altrs  tempo  ejjer  creduta, 
Che  vera  religion  I'ave/e  mcffb  j  _ 
Ma  ora-i  cbe  bifogno  ha  coljuo  aiuto 
Jgramante  d'ajfedio  ejjer  rifcoffb, 
Piu  tojio  da  ciafcun  fara  tenuto, 
Che  timor^  e  villa  i'abbia  percojfi, 
Ch'alcun,a  opinion  di  miglior  fede  : 
^uejlo  ilzuordi  Ruggierjlimula,  efitde. 

83- 

Che  s'aWta  da  partire  anco  lopunge 
Senza  licenzia  de  la  fua  Regina. 
Ruanda  que/iopenjier,  quando  quelgiunge^ 
Che  I  dubbin  cuor  diverfamente  inchina. 
Gli  era  l'awifo  riufcito  lunge 
Di  trovarla  al  cajid  di  Fiordifpina  ; 
Dove  infieme  dovean>  come  ho  gia  dettoy 
Infoccorfo  venir  di  Ricciardetto. 

84- 

Poi  gli  fowien,  ch'egli  le  avea  promej/o 
Di  feco  a  Vallombrofa  ritrovarft  : 
Penfa^  ch'ondar  vabbia  ella ;  e  quhi  d'ejpi 
Che  non  -vi  truovi  poi>  tnaravigliarft. 
Potejj'e  a/men  mandar  lettera,  o  mejfo 
Si,  ch'ella  non  avej/i  a  lamentarfi ; 
Che  o/tre,  tVegli  mal  le  avea  ubbidlto? 
Scn-za  far  motto  ancor  fojje partito. 

85. 

Poi  che  piu  cofe  imaginate  febbe^ 
Pen/a  fcriverle  a  I  Jin  quant  o  gli  acccda  : 
£  ben  ch'egli  non  fappia,  come  debbe 
La  lettera  in-viar,  Ji  che  ben  vada  : 
Non  pero  vuol  re/tar^  che  ben  potrebbe 
Alcun  niijfo  fecUl  trovar  per  Jtrada  : 
Piu  non  s^indug-ia^  efalta  de  le  piume  ; 
Si  fa  dar  carta,  inchhjlro,  penna^  e  lume. 

86. 

1  camerier  (lifer eti^  edaweduti 
drrecam  a  Ruggier^  do,  che  comanda. 
Egli  comincia  afaivfre  ;  e  i  faluti 
(Comejtfuol)  ne  i  prhni  verji  manda. 
Poi  narra  de  gli  avvift^  che  venuti 
Son  dal  fuo  Re,  ctfaiuto  gli  dcmanda  j 
E  je  I'andatafua  non  e  ben  prejla, 

O  mortO)  o  in  man  de  gli  nimid  rejla. 


O    FU  R  I  0  S  O. 


Canto  25. 


81. 


The  fiege  of  Agramant,  \vhich  he  that  day 
Heard  from  the  courier,  in  his  mind  kept  place  : 
He  plainly  fees,  that  each  the  leaft  delay 
He  made  to  help  him,  is  to  his  difgrace : 
What  infamy,  what  ihame  will  on  him  lay, 
If  he  with  his  Lord's  foes  himfelf  conveys  ! 
O  how  great  fault !    how  great  poltroonery '! 
If  now  baptiz'd,  to  him  aicrib'd  will  be. 

82. 

At  other  time,  it  credence  might  have  gain'd, 
That  true  religion  him.  herein  did  move  ; 
But  now,  when  with  his  aid  he  is  conftrain'd 
The  fiege  from  Agramante  to  remove, 
Rather  by  ev'ry  one  'twill  be  maintain'd, 
That  fear  and  cowardice  his  motives  prove, 
Than  an  opinion  of  a  faith  more  right : 
This  thought  did  Ruggier's  heart  corrode  and  finite. 

83- 

That  he  muft  go,  did  alfo  him  torment, 
Without  the  leave  o'  th'  Emprefs  of  his  mind. 
Now  rifes  one,  now  other  fentiment ; 
For  doubt  to  duT'rent  ways  his  heart  inclin'd. 
Long  fince  to  him  arriv'd  advertifement, 
That  her  at  Flordifpina's  fort  he'd  find  ; 
Where  they  together  mould,  as  I  have  (aid, 
Arrive  to  give  to  Ricciardetto  aid. 

84, 

Then  recollects  his  promife,  did  declare, 
That  her  at  Vallombrofe  he'd  meet  again  ; 
Thinks  that  me  muft  expect  him,  and  that  there 
Not  finding  him,  in  wonder  will  remain: 
Letter  at  leafl  may  fend  or  meflenger, 
So  that  fhe  therefore  need  not  to  complain  : 
For,  befide  that  he  her  did  ill  obey, 
Even  without  a  word  he  came  away. 

85. 

When  he  a  many  things  had  caft  in  mind, 
He  thinks,  all  which  fell  out,  he'll  writing  fay,. 
And  tho'  he  knew  not  how  might  be  confign'd 
The  letter,  it  with  fafety  to  convey  ; 
Yet  ftops  he  not,  as  he  with  eafe  could  find 
A  faithful  meflenger  upon  the  way  : 
Delays  no  longer,  but  his  pillow  quits, 
And  caus'd  be  brought  paper,  pen,  ink,  and  light?. 

86. 

The  waiting-men  obfervant  and  difcreet, 
That  which  Ruggier  commanded  to  him  brought. 
To  write  begins  he  ;  her  with  health  does  greet, 
(As  ufual  is)  in  the  firft  lines  he  wrote  : 
Then  the  news  tells  her  with  which  he  did  meet, 
Sent  from  his  King,  who  his  affiftance  fought ; 
And,  if  his  journey  was  not  fudden  ta'en, 
Dead  or  in  hoflile  hands  he  muft  remain. 
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87.  87. 


Poi  feguita  ;  cb'effendo  a  tal  partita , 
£"  £•/;'«  /«'  />£r  aiutofe  volgea  ; 
Ved'ffe  ella,  che'lbiafmo  era  infinito^ 
S'a  quel  punto  negarglielo  volea  ; 
j£  c£'(/7o  «  /«  dovendo  ejjer  inarito> 
Guerdarfe  da  ogni  maccbiafj  dovea  ; 
Che  vonji  convenia  can  lei,  cbe  tistta 
Erafencera>  alcuna  cofa  brutta. 

88. 

E  fe  mat  per  addietro  un  name  chlari 
Ben  oprando  cerco  dl  guadagnarfi ; 
E  guadagnato  poi\  fe  avuto  caro, 
Se  cercato  I'avea  di  confervarji ; 
Or  lo  cercava^  en'erafatto  avaro  : 
Poi  cbe  dovea  con  lei  participarfi ; 
Laqual  fua  moglie,  e  totalmente  in  dui 
Corpi  effer  dovea  un'anima  con  lui. 

89. 

E  ft  come  gia  a  bocca  I'avea  detto, 
Le  ridicea  per  quejia  carta  ancora, 
Finito  il  tempo  ;  in  c he  per  fede  ajlretto 
Era  al  fuo  Re,  quando  nan  prima  muora  ; 
Ghefefara  Crijiian  cofi  d't/etto. 
Come  di  buon  volerftato  era  ogni  ora  ; 
E  eft  al  padre,  e  a  Rinaldo^  e  a  glialtn fuoi 
Per  moglie  domandar  la  far  a  poi. 

90. 

Voglioy  le  foggiungea,  quando  vi  piaccta, 
L'ajfedio  al  mio  Signer  levar  d'inlorno  j 
Accio  cbe  rignorante  vulgo  taccla^ 
Ilqual  direbbe  a  mia  vergogna,  e  fcorno, 
Ruggier^  mentre  Agramante  ebbe  bonacda, 
Mai  nan  rabbandono  notte,  ne  giorno  : 
Or,  cbe  Fortunaper  Carlo  fe  picga^ 
Egli  col  vincitor  I'infegna  Jpiega. 

91.^ 

I'oglio  qutndici  di  t ermine ,  o  venti 
Tanto  che  comparir  pojja  una  volta* 
Si  che  de  gli  Africani  alloggiamenti 
La  grave  ojfidion  per  tnefia  tolta  : 
Infanta  cercheroconvenienti 
Cagioni,  e  che  fian  giujie  a  dar  di  volt  a  ; 
lo  vi  domando  per  mio  onor  fol  quejfa^ 
Tutto  poi  vojiro  e  di  rrna  vita  il  rejh. 

92. 

Injimlli  parole Ji  diffufe 
Ruggier,  cbe  tulte  non  fi  dirv'i  a  pieno  ; 
E  j'egui  con  molt'altre,  e  non  conclufe 
Ftmhe  non  vide  tutto  il  foglio pieno  : 
E  poi  piego  la  h'ttera^  e  In  chiufe? 
E  fuggellata  je  L.  pofe  infeno, 
Con  ft  erne,  che  gli  occorra  il  di  fegucntey 
Chi  a  la  donna  La  dia  jecretamente. 


Then  follows,  that  he  being  in  fuch  plight, 
And  that  to  him  he  for  his  aid  apply'd, 
She  would  perceive,  that  blame  'twere  infinite, 
If,  at  fuch  junfture,  him  he  this  deny'd  : 
And,  as  with  her  in  wedlock  to  unite, 
To  guard  from  ev'ry  fpot,  did  him  betide  ; 
For  that  with  her,  who  was  in  all  things  pure, 
Filth  to  conjoin,  he  could  no  way  endure, 

88. 

And  if  e'er  heretofore  illuftrious  name, 
By  afting  worthily,  I  fought  to  gain  ; 
And  having  gain'd  it,  I  efteem'd  the  fame^ 
If  I  have  ever  fought  this  to  maintain  ; 
I  fought,  and  greedy  of  it  I  became, 
That  I  might  you  to  fhare  with  me  obtain. 
The  wife,  tho'  in  two  bodies  on  the  whol^, 
Ought  with  her  hufband  to  be  one  in  foul. 

89. 

And,  as  by  mouth  he  her  acquainted  has, 
He  by  this  letter  tells  repeatedly, 
Soon  as  the  time  in  which  he's  bound  lhall  pafs, 
By  contract  to  his  King,  unlefs  he  die, 
That  he'll  in  faft  Chriftianity  embrace, 
As  in  his  mind  difpos'd  continually  ; 
And,  from  her  friends,  Rinaldo  and  her  fire", 
After,  he  her  for  confort  will  require". 

90, 

I  will,  he  adds,  fo  it  be  to  your  mind, 
The  fiege  from  off  my  royal  Matter  raife, 
So  that  may  filent  be  the  vulgar  blind, 
Who'd  fay,  to  my  confufion  and  difpraife, 
Ruggier,  whilft  Agramant  had  feafon  kind, 
Ne'er  him  abandon'd  either  nights  or  days  : 
Now  that  for  Charles  fortune  herfelf  does  ply, 
He  with  the  victor  lets  his  enfign  fly. 

91. 

Fifteen  or  twenty  days  I  would  allot 
Until  I  once  can  my  appearance  make, 
That  from  the  African's  entrenched  fpot, 
This  heavy  fiege  my  prowefs  off  may  take  : 
Mean  time  by  me  caufe  fitting  (hall  be  fought, 
Which  may  bejuft,  their  party  to  forfake: 
This  only  for  my  honour  I  demand, 
Then  of  my  life  the  reft  yon  may  command. 

92. 

Ruggier  his  mind  reveal'd  in  words  like  thofe, 
The  whole  by  me  can't  fully  be  exprefs'd  ; 
And  much  more  adds,  nor  by,  his  pen  he  throws, 
Till  the  full  fheet  he  faw  to  her  addrefs'd  : 
Then  folds  the  letter  up,  and  it  does  clofe; 
And  fealing  it,  he  puts  it  near  his  breaft, 
In  hope  that  he  may  meet,  the  following  day, 
One,  wha'd  this  fecretly  to  her  convey. 

F2  93' 
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93- 

Cbittfa  ch'ebbe  la  letter  a  >  cbiufe  anco 
Gli  occbi  in  suletto,  e  ritrovo  quiete  ; 
Wlfonno  venne,  e  fparfe  il  cor po  JI  anco 
Col  ramo  intinto  nel  liquor  di  Lete  ; 
£  posb  fin,  cb'un  nembo  rojjb,  e  bianct 
Di  fiori  fparfe  le  contrade  liete 
.Del  lucido  oriente  d'ogn'intorno  ; 
Edindi  ufci  de  faureo  albergo  il  giorno. 

04. 

E  poi,  cb'a  falutar  la  nuova  luce 
Pei  vcrdi  rami  iacominciar  gli  "augelli  ; 
Aldigler ;  cbe  voleva  ejfer  il  duce 
Di  Ruggiero,  e  de  faltro,  e  guidar  quelli 
Ove  faccian^  che  dati  in  mano  a  I  truce 
Bertolagi  nonjieno  i  duofratelli^ 
Fu'l  primo  in  piede ;  e  quando  fentir  /«/, 
Delletto  ufciro  anco  quegli  altri  dui. 

95- 

Poi,  cbe  vejliti  furO)  e  bene  armatif 
Co  i  duo  cugin  Ruggier  Ji  mette  in  via, 
Gia  molto  indarno  avendogli  pregati, 
Cbe  quejla  imprefa  a  lui  tutta  Ji  dia. 
Ma  ejji  pel  dejir,  ch'han  de'lor  frati, 
E  per  che  lor  parea  difcortefia, 
Steron  negando  piu  duri,  che  faffi  ; 
Ne  confentiron  mait  cbefolo  andajji. 

v   96. 

Giunfero  al  loco  il  di ;  cbeji  dovea 
Malagigi  mutar  ne  i  cariaggi : 
Era  un*ampia  campagna,  cbe  giacea 
Tutta  fcoperta  a  gli  Apollinei  raggi. 
Quivi  ne  allor,  ne  mirto.fi  vedea^ 
Ne  cipreffii  ne  fra/ini^  nefaggi  ; 
Ala  nuda  ghiara,  e  qualche  umil  virgulto^ 
Non  mat  da  marra,  o  mai  da  vamer  culto* 

07. 

/  tre  guerrieri  arditi  Ji  fermaro 
Dcve  i:n  fentier  fendea  quella  pianura  j 
£  giunger  quivi  un  cavalier  miraro^ 
Ch'avea  d'oro  fregiata  farmatura  ; 
£  pfr  infegna  in  campo  verde  il  raro 
E  bello  augel^  che  piu  d'unfecol  dura  : 
Signor  nonpiu^  cbe  giunto  alfin  mi  veggia 
D;  quejla  canto,  e  ripofarmi  cbieggio. 


93- 


Having  the  letter  clos'd,  he  too  did  clofe 
His  eyes  on  bed,  and  there  he  found  out  reft, 
Which  coming  Ueep  o'er  his  tir'd  body  throws 
With  rod,  which  was  with  Lethe's  juice  imprefs'd  r- 
And  flept  until  a  fhow'r  of  flow'rs  arofe, 
Vermilion,  white,  which  fpread  the  country  ble/L 
Of  the  bright  orient  quarter  all  around, 
And  thence  the  day  from  its  gold  lodge  did  bound  > 

94- 

As  foon  as  light  'new-coming  to  falute 
The  bitds  began  thro'  ev'ry  verdant  bough. 
Aldigier,  who  will'd,  they  fhould  him  depute, 
With  Ruggier  and  the  reft,  the  guide  to  go, 
To  acl,  that  in  the  hands  might  not  be  put 
Of  bloody  Bertolage  the  brothers  two, 
Was  up  the  firft,  and  when  the  others  heard 
Him,  from  their  beds  themfelves  they  alfo  rear'd. 

95- 

Soon  as  they're  drefs'd,  and  in  their  arms  array'd> 
With  the  two  kinfmen  Ruggier  takes  his  way, 
Having  them  mightily  in  vain  now  pray'dr 
That  this  emprize  they'd  wholly  on  him  lay  : 
But,  thro'  defire  they  for  their  brethren  had, 
And  leaft  they  might  difcourtefy  betray, 
They  fix'd  refufing  ftood,  more  firm  than  ftone, 
Nor  e'er  confented  he  fhould  go  alone. 

96. 

They  came  that  day  where  did  the  others  mean, 
To  change  Mal'gige,  for  what  the  carts  convey  j 
Where  was  extended  forth  an  ample  plain,. 
Which  to  Apollo's  rays  quite  open  lay. 
Here  neither  laurel  was  nor  myrtle  feen, 
Nor  cyprefs,  afli,  or  beech,  their  boughs  difpiay  j 
But  naked  fands,  and  fome  few  bufties  low, 
Not  cultivated  e'er  with  fpade  or  plough. 

97- 

Here  ftop'd  their  courfe  the  valiant  warriors  three^ 
Where  crofs  the  plain,  track  did  itfelf  unfold, 
And,  coming  there,  a  cavalier  they  fee, 
Who  armour  had  adorn'd  all  o'er  with  gold  ; 
And  on  green  field,  for  enfign  carry'd  he,. 
The  rare  fine  bird,  which  does  for  ages  hold. 
No  more  Sir,  as  I'm  at  the  clofe  I  find 
O'  th'  canto,  and  to  reft  am  now  inclin'd. 

ML 
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CANTO    XXVI. 


f^Ortefi  donne  ebbe  I'antica  etade  {, 
*-'  Che  le  virtu,  non  le  ricchezze  amaro : 
Al  tempo  noftro  fi  ritruovan  rode, 
A  cui  piu  del  guadagno  altrojia  cart. 
Ma  quellc,  che-per  lor  vera  bontadt  - 
Non  feguon  delle  piu  lo  jlile  avaro  j 
Vivendo  degne  fan  d'ejfir  (entente, 
Gloriofe,  e  immortal  pot  che  Jienfpente. 

2. 

Degna  d'eterna  laude  e  Bradamante, 
Cbe  non  amo  tefor,  non  amb  impero ; 
Ma  la  virtu,  ma  fanimo  pre/iante. 
Ma  Valta  gentilezza  di  Ruggiero  ', 
E  merito,  cbe  ben  lefojje  amante 
Un  cofi  valorofo  cavaliero, 
E  per  piacere  a  lei  facejje  cofe 
Ne  i  fecoli  avvenir  miracolofe. 

Ruggier,  come  d't  fepra  vi  fu  detto, 
Co  i  duo  di  Chiaramonte  era  venuto  ; 
Dico  con  Aldigier,  con  Ricciardetto 
Per  dar  a  i  duo  f rat  el  prigioni  aiuto. 
Vi  dijfi  ancor,  che  difuperbo  afpetto 
Venire  un  cavaliero  aitean  veduto  ; 
Che  portava  I'Augel,  cbe  fi  rinnova, 
Efempre  unico  a  I  mondo  ft  ritrova. 

4- 

Come  di  que/li  il  cavalier  s'accorfe, 
CheJIavan  perferir  quivi  lu  l'ak, 
In  prova  difegno  di  voler  porfe, 
S'alla  fembianza  avcan  virtude  uguaif. 
E  di  voi,  dijje  loro,  alcuno  forfe, 
Che  provar  voglia  cbi  di  noi  piu  vale> 
A  colpi  o  della  land  a  o  della  Jpada 
Fin  che  1'un  rejii  in  fella,  e  I'altro  cada  ? 

Farei,  dijfe  Aldigier,  teco  :  o  volejfi, 
Menar  lafpada  a  cerco,  o  correr  I' a/fa  ; 
Ma  irfaltra  itnprefa,  che  fe  qui  tu  fttffi, 
Veder  pitre/ti,  quejia  in  modo  g:t  :jfta, 
Ck'apfirlar  teco,  nan  che  ci  traej/i 
A  correr  giojira.  a  ptna  tempo  bajia  : 
Seicento  ucmini  al  varco,  o  piu  attendiamo, 
Co  i  quai  oggi  provani  ol/bligo  abbiamo. 


IN  ancient  times  there  courteous  ladies  were, 
Who  defpis'd  riches,  but  did  virtue  love. 
In  our  own  times  they're  to  be  found  but  rare, 
Who  aught  than  filthy  lucre  more  approve  : 
But  they  who  from  their  goodnefs  true  forbear 
Tow'rds  avarice  with  the  bafe  croud  to  move, 
Do  rich  content  deferve,  while  here  they  live, 
Immortal  glory  fhould,  when  dead  receive. 

2. 

Bradamant  meriteth  eternal  fame, 
Who  priz'd  not  treafure,  nor  held  empire  dear  j 
But  valour,  but  the  mind  of  noble  frame, 
But  the  deportment  gen'rous  of  Ruggier  : 
And  worthy  is,   that  her,  with  equal  flame, 
Should  love  fo  valourous  a  cavalier  ; 
And  fhould,  to  gain  her  heart,  fuch  actions  do, 
As  after  ages  fhall  with  wonder  view. 

Ruggiero,  as  above  I  did  relate, 

With  the  two  knights  of  Claremont  did  arrive, 

I  mean  with  Aldigier  and  Ricciardet, 

To  their  two  pris'ner  brothers  aid  to  give. 

I  told  you  alfo,  that  with  brow  elate, 

A  cavalier  approaching  they  perceive, 

Who  bore  the  bird  does  from  its  afhes  rife, 

And  which  throughout  the  world  ftill  fingle  is. 

4- 

When  them  this  knight  advancing  on  did  find, 
Who  as  in  aft  to  flrike  here  ready  flood  ; 
To  make  experiment  he  was  inclrn'd, 
If  did  their  valour  match  their  femblance  good. 
Perhaps,  faid  he,  one  of  you  has  deiignM 
To  try  if  you  by  me  can  be  withftood, 
By  blows,  or  with  the  lance,  or  with  the  blade, 
Till  one  remains  in's  feat,  t'other  on  earth  is  laid. 

I  would,  faid  Aldigier,  whether  it  is 
Your  will  to  wield  a  fword,  or  break  a  fpear ; 
But  that  you  thus  would  fpoil  other  emprize, 
Which,  if  you  will  remain,  you  may  fee  here  : 
For  fcarce  the  time  does  for  our  talk  fuffice, 
Much  lefs,  that  for  the  tilt  we  fhould  prepare. 
We  for  fix  hundred  men  or  upwards  fiay, 
With  whom  we  are  oblig'd  to  fight  to-day. 
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6. 


cbe  prigioni 
e  at, 


Per  tor  lor  duo  de'niftri, 

fuinci  trarran,  pictade, 
Jtguito  narrando  le  cagicni, 
Ch   lifece  venir  con  1'artne  indojfo. 
Si  giuj:a  e  queftafcufa,  che  rn'opponi, 
DijJ'e  il  guerrier,  che  contradttir  non  pojfo  ; 
E  fo  certo  giudicio,  che  vci  fate 
Tre  cavalier,  che  pochi  pari  abbiate. 

10  clnedea  un  colpo,  o  dui  con  voi '  fcontfarme^ 
Per  veder  quarto  fojjt  il  valor  vijlro  ; 

Ma  quaado  all'altrui  fpefe  dimcjharme 
Lo  vogliate  ;  mi  bafta  j  £  piu  non  gioftro  : 
H  prsgo  ben,  cbe  por  con  le  vojir'artne 
gHiejVtlnio  io  pojja  e  quejlo  fcudo  nojlro  : 
E  fpero  dimojirar,  fe  con  vci  vegno^ 
Cbe  di  tal  cotnpagnia  non  fono  indegno. 

8. 
Par  mi  veder,  ch'alcunfnper  dt/ia 

11  nojne  di  cojiui^  cbt  qitivi  giuntf 
A  RuggicrOy  e  a  compagni  Ji  offeria 
Ccmpagno  d'arme  al  perigliofo  punto. 
Co/lei^  non  piu  cojlui  detia  vijia  : 
Era  Marfija  ;  c he  diede  I'ajjunto 
Al  tnij'ero  Zerbin  del/a  ribalda 
Feccbia  Gabrina^  ad  ogni  malfi  calda. 

9- 

/  duo  di  Chiaramonte^  e  il  buon  Ruggiero 
L'accettar  voleniier  nclla  lor  fchiera  : 
Cb'eJJer  credeano  certo  un  cavaliero^ 
E  non  donzella^  e  non  quella  ch' ell' era. 
Non  mclto  dopo  fcoperfe  Aldigiero^ 
E  vederfe'  a  i  compagni  una  bandiera% 
Chefacca  I'aura  tremolare  in  volta  j 
E  molta  gente  intorno  avca  ractlla. 

io. 

E  poi,  cbe  piu  kr  fur  fatti  vicinit 
£  cbe  meglio  notar  I'abito  Moro, 
Conobbero,  che  gli  eran  Sar acini, 
E  videro  i  prigioni  in  mezzo  a  lore, 
Legati,  e  tratti  su  picciol  ronzini 
A'  Maganzefi,  per  cambiarli  inoro. 
DijJ'e  Marfifa  a  gli  altri  .-  Or  a,  cbe  rejla, 
Poi  cbe  fonqui,  per  cotnindar  la  f eft  a  ? 

II. 

Ruggitr  rifpofe  j  Gfinvitati  ancora 
Nonci  [on  tutti  ;  e  mane  a  una  gran  parts  i 
Gran  ballo  s'apparecchia  di  fare  era, 
£  percbe  fia  folenne,  ufiamo  ogn'arte  ; 
Ma  far  non  ponno  omai  lunga  dimora  j 
C'Ji  dicendo,  veggono  in  difparte 
I'enire  i  traditori  di  Maganza  j 
Si  chj eran  prejjb  a  cominiciar  la  danza. 


Two  of  our  men  to  free,  whom  here  they  train 
Prifoners,  us  incites  pity  and  love  ; 
And  he  went  on  the  reafon  to  explain, 
Which  made  them  clad  in  armour  hither  move : 
So  juft  is  the  excufe,  does  me  reflrain, 
The  warrior  faid,  I  cannot  difapprove  : 
And  I  frame  certain  judgment,  you  are  three 
Such  cavaliers,  as  fcarce  can  equall'd  be. 

7- 

I  afk'd  to  have  with  you  a  flroke  or  two, 
To  fee  what  of  your  valour  was  the  pow'r  ; 
But,  fmee  at  other's  cofts  you  it  will  (hew, 
It  is  enough,  the  tilt  I  a<k  no  more. 
Now,  with  your  armour,  this  my  helmet  too, 
And  this  my  fliield  to  put,  I  you  implore ; 
And  hope  to  Ihow,  if  there  I  with  you  hie, 
I'm  not  unworthy  of  fuch  company. 

8. 

It  feems  to  me,  fome  one  will  anxious  be 
To  know  this  perfon's  name,  did  here  arrive, 
And  afk'd  Ruggiero  and  his  company, 
At  this  fo  dang'rous  time  his  aid  receive  : 
She,  for  me  (hall  no  more  be  called  he, 
Marphifa  was,  who  did  the  conducl:  give 
To  poor  Zerbino,  o'  th'  old  wretch  Gabrine, 
Who  to  all  evil  did  fo  much  incline. 

9- 

The  two  of  Claremont,  and  the  brave  Rnggier, 
Her  in  their  troop  received  willingly  ; 
As  certain  her  they  thought  a  cavalier, 
And  not  a  maid,  as  fhe  was  really. 
A  banner  not  long  after,  Aldigier 
Difcovered,  and  fhow'd  his  company  ; 
Which  the  air  trembling  round  did  verberate, 
Where  gather'd  was  of  men  a  concourfe  great. 

io. 

And  when  they  to  them  were  advanc'd  more  near, 
And  plainer  did  their  Moorim  drefs  unfold, 
They  knew  a  troop  of  Saracins  they  were, 
And  midft  of  them  the  pris'ners  did  behold 
Fettered,  whom  did  little  horfes  bear 
Unto  the  Maganzefe,  to  truck  for  gold. 
Marphife  faid  to  them,  Why  delay  we  now, 
Since  they  are  here,  the  banquet  to  fall  to  ? 

ii. 

Ruggier  reply 'd,  The  guefts  invited  here 
Are  not  all  come,  a  great  part  is  behind  : 
Now  is  got  ready  for  us  dance  moil  rare, 
And  that  it  pompous  be,  each  art  let's  mind : 
But  it  cannot  be  long  ere  they  appear  : 
As  thus  they  talk'd,  they  did  advancing  find 
The  trait'rous  Maganzefe  at  diftance  fmall ; 
So  that  they  ready  were  for  op'ning  of  the  ball. 

12. 
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12. 


Giungean  da  Puna  part  e  i  Maganzeft, 
£  conducean  con  laro  i  niuli  carchi 
D'oro  e  dl  vefti)  e  d'altri  ricchi  arnefi  : 
Dall' altra  in  mezzo  a  lance,  fpade,  ed  arcki 
Venian  dolenti  i  duo  germani  preft  ; 
Che  ft  vediano  ej/ere  attefi  a  i  varcbii 
E  Eertolagi  empio  inimico  loro 
Udian  parlar  col  capiiano  Mora. 

J3- 

A£  di  Buovo  il  figliuol,  ne  quel  d1  Amone^ 
Vedulo  il  Maganzefe,  indugiar  puvte  : 
La  lancia  in  refta  t'uno  e  i'altro  paney 
E  funo  e  i'altro  iltraditsr  percuote  : 
L'un  gli  pajja  la  panda,  il  primo  arcione^ 
E  I'altro  ii  vifoper  mezzo  le  gote. 
Cofi  n'andajjer  pur  tutti  i  malvagi, 
Come  a  qua  celpi  n'ando  Bertolagi. 

14. 

Marfifa  con  Ruggiero  a  quejto  fegno 
Si  mutrve  ;  e  xon  flfpetta  altra  trombetta  : 
Ne  prima  rowpe  I'arreftato  legno, 
Che  tre  I'un  dopo  I'altro  in  terra  getta  : 
De  I'ajla  di  Ruggier  fu  il  Pagan  degno^ 
Che  guidogli  altriy  e  ufd  di  vita  infretta, 
E  per  quella  medefima  con  lui 
Uno,  ed  tin  altro  ando  ne  i  regni  bui. 

J5- 

Di  qui  natque  un  error  tra  gli  affuliti^ 

Che  lor  camo  lor  ultima  ruina. 

Da  un  lato  i  Maganzefi  ejjer  traditi 

Credeanfi  da  la  f quadra  Saracina ; 

Da  I'altro  i  Mori  in  tal  modo  feriti 

V altra  fchiera  chiamavano  affajjina  ; 

E  tra  lor  cominciar  confer  a  clode 

A tirar  archi)  .e  a  menar  lancie ',  e  fpade. 

16. 

Salta  ora  in  quejta  fquadra,  ed  ora  in  quetla 
Ruggiero  ;  e  via  ne  toglie  or  dieci^  or  venti  : 
dltrettanti  per  man  de  la  donzella 


Di  qua^  e  di  la  ne  fon  fcemati  efpenti  : 

'i  di  fella^ 
uanti  ne  toccan  le  fpade  taglienti  ; 


Tanti  Ji  veggon  gir  morti 


A  cui  dan  gli  elmi^  e  le  corazze  Ioco9 
Come  nel  bofco  i  fecchi  legni  alfuo;o. 

J7'. 
Se  mat  d'aver  veduto  vi  ricorda, 

O  ripsrtato  v'hafama  al'orecchie 

Come  allor  che'l  collegia  Ji  dijcorda^ 

E  vanfi  in  aria  a  far  guerra  Icpeccbie; 

Entri  fra  lor  la  rondineila  ingorday 

E  mangi)  uccida,  e  guaftine  parccchie  j 

Dovete  imaginar,  cbe  Jinnlmente 

Ruggier  faffe^  e  Marjifa  in  quella  gente. 


The  Maganzefe  on  one  fide  did  arrive, 
And  they  with  them  did,  their  mules  burdened 
With  gold,and  verts,  and  pompous  trappings,  drive : 
On  t'other,  round  inclos'd,  by  lance,  bow,  blade, 
The  captive  brothers  flill  advancing  grieve, 
Finding  themfelves  unto  thefe  limits  led  : 
And  Bertolage,  their  impious  foe,  they  hear, 
Who  with  the  Moori/h  captain  did  confer. 

Neither  of  Buovo  or  Amon  the  fon, 
Seeing  the  Maganzefe  could  now  delay  : 
They  both  of  them  refted  their  lances  foon, 
And  to  the  traitor  both  their  flrokes  convey : 
His  faddle-bow  and  paunch  was  pierc'd  by  one, 
Thro'  midfl  his  jaw  and  face  t'other  made  way. 
Would  that  all  villains  were  to  fhare  the  fate 
Which  Bertolagi  from  thefe  warriors  met. 

14. 

Marphifa,  at  this  fignal,  with  Ruggier, 
Moves  on,  nor  does  for  any  trumpet  wait ; 
Nor  did  fhe  break  her  formidable  fpear, 
Ere  ftie  three  following  to  earth  had  beat. 
The  Pagan  worthy  was,  who  led  the  war, 
Of  Ruggier's  lance,  and  quick  he  life  did  quit, 
And  by  the  very  felf-fame  there  did  go 
Two  others  with  him  to  the  realms  below. 

Here  thofe  attack'd,  miflakenly  conceiv'd, 

What  to  their  utter  ruin  them  convey'd  : 

Upon  one  fide  the  Maganzefe  believ'd, 

By  the  troop  Saracin  they  were  betray'd  : 

On  t'other,  when  the  Moors  fuch  flrokes  receiv'd, 

They,  as  aflafiins,  t'other  troop  upbraid  ; 

And  'twixt  them  they  began  with  {laughter  dread, 

To  draw  their  bows,  and  fight  with  lance  and  blade. 

1 6. 

Ruggier  now  to  this  fquadron,  now  to  that 
Bounds,  and  now  ten,  now  twenty  takes  away : 
As  many  more,  the  damfel's  hand  elate, 
Now  here,  now  there,  wide  ravaging,  does  flay. 
As  many  dead  were  feen  fall  from  their  feat, 
As  on  them  they  their  trenchant  fwords  did  lay, 
To  which  the  helmets,  coats  of  mail,  gave  place, 
As  in  the  wood  dry  flicks  do  to  the  blaze. 

If  you  remember  you  did  ever  fee, 
Or  that  Fame  ever  brought  it  to  your  ear, 
How,  when  the  fwarming  college  difagree, 
And  to  wage  war  the  bees  fly  up  in  air  ; 
The  fwallow  coming,  fates  his  gluttony, 
Docs  numbers  eat,  flay,  and  to  pieces  tear  : 
You  may  imagine,  that  'mongfl  thefe  fuch  way 
Marphifa  and  Ruggier  themfelves  difplay. 

18. 


4c5  O  R  L  A  N  <D 

Non  ct>ft  Riec'wrdctto,  e  il  fuo  cugino 
Tra  fe  due  genti  variavan  danza  ; 
Perchl  lafaando  il  campo  Saracino 
Sol  tenean  foccblo  a  V altro  di  Maganza. 
11  frateldi  Rinaldo  Paladino 
Con  molto  ant  mo  avea  molt  a  pojfunza  9 
E  quivi  raddoppiar  glie  la  face  a 
L'odh,  che  font r a  a  i  Maganzeft  avra. 

19. 

Facea  parer  quejla  medefma  caufa 
Vn  lean  fiero  il  baftardo  di  Buovo  ; 
Che  con  L:  fpada  fenza  indugio,  epaufa 
F ende  ogn'elmo*  o  lofchiaccia,  come  un  ovs- 
E  qual  perfona  nonfariajiata  aufa, 
N  on  J  aria  comparita  un  Ettor  nuovo, 
Marfifa  avendo  in  compagnia,  e  Ruggiero, 
Cb'eran  la  fcdta^  e'lfior  d'ogni  gutrritro  ? 

20. 

Marfifa  tutta^olta  combattendo 
SpeJJ'o  a  i  compagni  gli  occbi  rivoltava  : 
E  di  lor  forza  paragon  vedendo 
Con  maraviglia  tutti  li  lodava  ; 
Ma  di  Ruggier  pur  il  valor  ft  upendo, 
E  fenza  part  al  mondo  le  jembrava  ; 
E  talorfe  credea,  chefoJJ'e  Marte 
Scefo  dal  quinto  cielo  in  quella  parte. 

21. 

Mirava  quelle  orribili  percojfe  ; 
Miravale  non  mai  calare  in  folio  : 
Par ea  che  contra  Balifarda  fojje 
II  fen  o  carta,  e  nin  duro  metallo. 
Gli  elmi  tagliava,  e  le  corazze  grojje^ 
E  gli  uomini  fendea  fin  sit'l  cavalto  : 
E  li  mandava  in  parte  uguali  al  pratoy 
Tanto  da  /*««,  quanta  da  II' a  It  ro  la  to. 

22. 

Continuando  la  medefma  botta 
Uccidea  col  Signore  il  cavallo  anche  * 
J  capi  da  lefpalle  alzava  infretta^ 
E  fptjfo  i  bufti  dipartia  da  r  anche. 
Cinque,  e  piu  a  un  colpo  ne  taglio  talotta  ; 
E  fe  non  che  pur  dubito,  che  manche 
Credcnza  alver  ;  c'hafaca'a  di  menzognay 
Dipiu  direiy  ma  di  men  dir  bifogna. 

23. 

Jl  buon  Turpin,  che  fa ,  che  dice  il  vero, 
E  lafcia  creder  poi  quel^  ch'a  fuom  piace, 
Narra  mirabil  cafe  di  Ruggiero, 
Ch'udendole,  il  direjle  VQI  mendace. 
Cofe  parea  di  gbiaccio  ogni  guerriero 
Contra  Marfifa^  ed  ella  ardenteface  : 
E  non  men  di  Ruggier  gli  OCchi  a  fe  trajfi, 
Cb'ella  di  lui  Palto  valor  miraj/e. 
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18. 

But  Ricciardet  nor's  kinfman  did  incline, 
'Mongft  thefe  the  dance  to  vary  in  fuch  way  : 
For  that,  they  leaving  the  camp  Saracin, 
Their  eyes  on  that  o'  th'  Maganzele  did  lay. 
The  brother  of  Rinald  the  Paladin, 
With  courage  great,  great  prowefs  did  difplay  ; 
And  this  the  hatred  for  him  double  made, 
Which  'gainft  the  Maganzefe  he  ever  had. 

19. 

From  the  fame  caufe,  like  lion  fierce,  on  drives 
Of  Buovo  the  fon  illegitimate, 
Who  with  his  fword  each  helm  to  pieces  rives 
Without  delay,  or  like  an  egg  beats  flat : 
And  ev'ry  one,  to  (hew  his  courage  flrives  : 
And  who  would  not  an  Hector  emulate  ? 
Having  with  them  Marphifa  and  Ruggier, 
Who  of  all  warriors  chofen  flowers  were. 

20. 

Marphifa  all  the  while  flill  fighting  on, 
To  her  companions  frequent  turn'd  her  eye  t 
And  feeing  of  their  force  the  paragon, 
Praifes  the  feats  of  all  exceedingly  ; 
But  greateft  of  Ruggier  the  might  was  fhowr, 
Which  the  whole  world  appeared  to  outvie  : 
And  fometimes  ihe  believ'd  that  Mars  he  was, 
From  the  fifth  heav'n  defcended  to  this  place. 

21. 

On  the  blows  horrible  fhe  much  did  gaz£, 
She  minded  that  they  never  fell  in  vain  : 
It  feem'd  that  fteel  'gainft  Balifarda  was 
As  paper,  nor  it's  hardnefs  could  retain. 
The  helms  it  fplits,  cuts  thro'  each  thick  cuirafs, 
And  cleaves  the  men  down  to  the  horfe  in  twain  ; 
And  on  the  field  the  equal  parts  abide, 
As  much  on  one  as  on  the  other  fide. 

22. 

The  fword  continuing  its  horrid  fway, 
Does  with  the  cavalier  the  horfe  kill  too  ; 
In  crouds  the  heads  fly  from  the  trunks  away, 
And  from  the  haunches  off  the  bufts  cuts  thro' : 
Five  at  a  blow,  or  more,  does  fometimes  flay. 
And,  if  I  did  not  fear,  this  tale,  tho1  true, 
Appearing  falfe,  would  little  credence  gain, 
I  more  would  tell,  but  muft  myfelf  reftrain. 

Good  Turpin,  knowing  he  does  truth  aver, 
But  leaving  each  his  own  belief  to  frame, 
Wonderful  things  relateth  of  Ruggier  ; 
Which,  if  you  heard  them,  you  would  falfe  efteem ; 
So  alfo  feem'd  of  glafs  each  cavalier 
Againft  Marphife,  and  fhe  a  burning  flame  : 
And  of  Ruggier,  no  lefs  the  eyes  fhe  drew, 
Than  fhe  of  him  the  valour  high  did  view. 
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E  iella  lui  Marte  Jiimato  avea, 

Stimato  egli  ami  a  lei  for fe  Bellona, 

Se  per  donna  coft  la  conofcea^ 

Come  parea  il  contrario  a  la  perfona  } 

E  forfe  ernulazion  tra  lor  nafcea 

Per  quella, ger.te  mifera*  non  buona  ; 

Ne  la  cut  carne,  e  fangue,  e  nervi*  ed  ojja 

Fanprova  fbi  dl  loro  abbia  piu  pojja. 

25. 

Bajlo  dl  quattro  Fanimo  e  il  valorc 
J  fart  ch'un  campo,  e  I'a/tro  andajfe  rotto* 
Ron  reftava  arme,  a  cbifuggla^  migliore 
Cle  qneUa  cbe  fi  porta  piu  di  fotto. 
Beatc  chi  il  cavallo  ha  corridor -e, 
Cb'iu  pt'tzzo  non  e  qui-vi  ambiot  ne  trotto  : 
E  chi  wt  b<<  dejlrier^  quivi  s'avvede, 
Quanto  il  mejlier  de  I" arme  e  trijlo  dpiede, 

26. 

Riwan  la  preda,  e'l  campo  a  i  vincitori, 
Cbe  nyn  efante,  o  mulatier*  che  rejli : 
La  i  M'jg-s  ze/;.   >-  qua  fuggono  i  Mori't 
Quei  lafi.wno  i  prigion,  le  jome  quejti. 
Furon  cin  liiii  -v//£,  e  piu  co  i  ari 
JMalagigi  e  fftvfana  a  fcioglur  prefti\ 
RTefur  men  diligent  a  jciorre  i paggi, 
£  par  le/ome  in  terra  e  i  carriaggi. 

.27- 

Oltre  una  buona  quantita  d'argento, 
Ch'in  diverfe  vajflle  era  formato  j 
Edalcun  muliebre  vejlimento 
Di  lavoro  bellijfimo  fregiato  j 
E  perjtanze  reall  un  paramento 
D'oro  e  di  fetd  infiandra  Iavorat0t 
Ed  altre  £ofe  ricche  in  ccpia  grande^ 
Fiafchi  di  vin  trovar,  pane,  e  vivandt, 

28. 

jil  trar  de  gli  elmi  tutti  vider9  come 
Avea  lor  data  aiuto  una  donzella  : 
Fu  conofciuta  afauree  crefpe  chiome, 
Ed  a  lafaccia  dclicata,  e  bclla. 
L'oncran  motto,  e  pregano,  che' I  name 
Di  gloria  degno  non  afconda  ;  ed  ellay 
Chefempre  tra  gli  amid  era  cortcfey 
A  dur  di  fe  notizia  non  contefe. 

29. 

Nmji  ponno  faziar  di  riguardarla^ 
Che  tal  vi/ta  I'avean  ne  la  biittaglia  : 
Scl  mira  tlla  Ruggier^Jsl  an  lui  par  la  ; 
Altrl  non  prezza,  altri  non  par  che  vaglia. 
Vengono  i  jeriii  intanto  ad  invitarla 
Ci  i  compagni  a  goder  la  vettovaglia, 
Cb'apparet.cbiata  avean  jipra  una  fontet 
Che  difcndea  dal  raggio  ejil-vo  un  monte. 
VOL.  II. 


24- 

And  if  flie  him  as  Mars  did  look  upon, 

He  as  Bellona  would  have  reckon'd  her  ; 

If  that  fhe  was  a  female  he  had  known, 

As  different  her  perfon  did  appear  ; 

And  perhaps  'twixt  them  emulation 

Arofe  for  thefe  poor  wretches  mofl:  fevere  ; 

As  in  their  flefh,  and  nerves,  and  bones,  and  blood, 

They  trial  made  who  greateft  prowefs  fhow'd. 

The  courage  and  the  prowefs  of  thefe  four 
Suffic'd  to  put  both  camps  to  total  rout ; 
Who  fled  away,  no  better  armour  wore, 
Than  that  which  underneath  them  they  had  got : 
Happy  whofe  horfe  of  galloping  had  p;r*r'r, 
As  nothing  amble  would  avail,  or  tro: : 
And  they,  who  horfes  had  not,  here  might  note, 
How  bad  for  warriors  'twas  to  fight  on  toot. 

26. 

To  th'  conquerors  was  left  the  field  and  prey  ; 
Nor  horfe,  nor  foot,  continu'd  on  the  plain  : 
Here  Maganzefe,  and  there  Moors,  fly  away, 
Of  thefe  the  pris'ners,  thofe  the  fpoils  remain  : 
At  this  their  freedom,  faces  glad  difplay, 
Hearts  more  fo  Malagige  and  Vivian : 
Their  men  as  ready  were  to  empty  out 
The  carriages,  and  on  the  earth  the  treafures  put. 

27- 

Befides  good  quantity  of  filver  plate, 
Which  was  wrought  up  in  veflels  different, 
And  garments  for  the  female  fex  complete, 
Work'd  up  with  labour  the  mofl:  excellent  ; 
And  pompous  furniture  for  rooms  of  ftate 
Of  gold  and  filk  in  Flemifh  ornament ; 
And  other  treafures  rich,  in  plenty  vaft, 
Bottles  of  wine,  and  food  they  found  for  a  repaflr, 

Their  helmets  taking  off,  to  all  .was  fhown, 
That  'twas  a  damfel  to  them  aid  did  bear  : 
She  by  her  golden  curled  locks  was  known, 
And  by  her  face  mofl:  delicate  and  fair. 
Her  they  much  honour,  and  of  hi:?:h  re?o\vn 
Her  name  fo  worthy,  beg  fhe  would  -declare  : 
And  fhe,  who  'mongfr,  her  friends  her  courtefy 
Still  fhow'd,  this  knowledge  of  herfelf  does  not  deny. 

29. 

Their  viewing  her  could  ne'er  be  fatisfied, 
Who  in  the  battle  law  her  might  fo  vaft, 
She  talk'd  to  Ruggier,  tor  him  Ible  apply'd, 
Others  fhe  feem'd  not  to  regard  the  ieaft  : 
Mean  time  the  fervants  to  invite  her  hied, 
With  her'companions  to  enjoy  the  feaft, 
Which  on  a  fountain  they  did  ready  get, 
By  hills  defended  from  the  fultry  heat. 
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30. 

Era  una  delefonti  di  Merlino 
De  le  quattro,  di  Francia  da  lui  fatte  5 
D'intorno  cinta  di  lei  marmofino 
Lucido  e  terfo,  e  bianco  piu  che  latte. 
Quivi  d 'intaglio  con  lavor  divino 
Avea  Merlino  imagini  ritratte : 
Direjie  che  fpiravano ',  efeprive 
Nenfo/ero  di  voce,  ctferan  vive. 

31- 

Gtuivi  una  Bf/lia  ufcir  della  forejia 
Parea  dicrudelvijta,  odiofa,  e  brutta; 
C'avea  I'orecchie  d'afino,  e  la  tejia, 
Dilupo  i  denti,  e  per  gran  fame  afciutta. 
Branche  avea  di  lean  :  I'altro,  che  rejla* 
Tut  to  era  volpe ;  e  parea  fc  orrer  tutta 
E  Francia,  e  Italia,  e  Spagna,  ed  Inghilterra, 
L'Europa,  efAfta,  e  al  fin  tutta  la  terra. 

3?- 

Pe r  tutto  avea  genii  ferite,  e  mortet 

La  baj/a  plebe,  e  i  piu  fuperbi  capi : 

Anzi  nuocer  parea  molto  piu  forte 

A  Re,  a  Signori,  a  Principi,  a  Satrapi  : 

Peggiofacea  ne  la  Romano  carte, 

Che  v'avea  uccifi  Cardinali,  e  Papi : 

Contaminato  avea  la  bellafede 

Di  Pietro,  e  mejfo  fcandol  ne  lafede. 

33- 

Par,  che  dinanzi  a  quejta  bejlia  orrenda 
Cada  ogni  muro,  ogni  ripar  che  tocca  : 
Non  ft  vede  citta,  che  ft  difenda  ; 
Se  fapre  incontra  ogni  cajiello,  e  rocca  : 
Par,  che  a  gli  onor  aivini  anche  s'ejiendai 
Efea  adorata  da  la  gente  fciocca  ; 
E  che  le  chiavi  iarrogbi  d'avere 
Del  cielo,  e  del  abbijfo  in  fuo  potere. 

34- 

Poifi  vedea  d'lmperiale  alloro 
Cinto  le  chiome  un  cavalier  venire 
Con  ire  giovani  a  par  ;  c he  i  gigli  d'oro 
TeJJuti  avean  nel  lor  real  vejlire  j 
E  con  infegna femile  con  loro 
Parea  un  leon  contra  quel  Moftro  ufcire, 
Avean  lor  nomi  chifopra  la  tejla, 
E  chi  nel  lembo  fcntto  de  la  vejla. 

Vun  ',  c'avea  fin* a  Pelfa  nella  panda 
La  fpada  immerfa  alia  maligna  Fera, 
Francefco  primo  avea  fcritto  di  Francia  j 
Majfimigliano  d' Aujiria  aparfeco  era  j 
E  Carlo  quinto  Imperator,  di  lancia 
Avea  pajfato  il  mojlro  allagorgiera  ; 
E  I'altro,  che  di /iral  gli  Jige  il  petto, 
L'ottavo  Enrico  d' Inghilterra  I  detto. 


This  was  a  fountain  Merlin  did  defign, 

One  of  the  four  which  he  in  France  had  made  ; 

Environ'd  all  around  with  marble  fine, 

Whiter  than  milk,  flaming  and  polifhed  : 

Engraved  here  with  workmanfhip  divine 

Merlin  had  various  images  difplay'd  ;  [priv'd 

You'd  fay,  they  breath'd ;  and,  were  they  not  de- 

Of  utterance  and  voice,  you'd  fay,  they  liv'd. 

31- 

Here  from  the  wood  feem'd  as  if  iffued 
Of  favage  look,  an  odious,  ugly  beaft, 
Which  of  an  afs  the  ears  had,  and  the  head 
And  teeth  of  wolf,  and  parch 'd  by  hunger  va£; 
Had  lion's  claws ;  all  parts  unmentioned 
Were  like  a  fox ;  and  feem'd  as  if  it  pafs'd 
O'er  France  and  England,  Spain  and  Italy, 
Europe  and  Afia,  and  each  fov'reignty. 

32. 

She  kill'd  or  maim'd  many  in  ev'ry  place, 
The  people  low,  and  thofe  of  higher  ftrain  ; 
Rather  with  harm  purfued,  that  ftronger  was> 
The  Kings,  the  lords,  princes,  and  noblemen  : 
She  in  the  Roman  court  did  things  more  bafe. 
As  there  fhe  Cardinals  and  Popes  had  flain, 
Contaminated  Peter's  holy  ieat, 
And  on  the  faith  had  rais'd  a  fcandal  great. 

It  feems,  that  where  this  horrid  beaft  does  tend, 

Each  wall,  each  rampart,  that  fhe  touch'd,  fell  down. ; 

No  city's  feen  that  could  itfelf  defend, 

Each  caftle,  fort,  is  'gainft  her  open  thrown  : 

It  feems,  they  ev'n  with  worfhip  her  attend, 

And  fenfelefs  herds  pay  adoration  ; 

And  that  fhe  arrogates,  that  in  her  pow'r 

Of  heaven  and  of  hell  the  keys  fhe  bore. 

34- 

Then  coming  was  efpy'd  a  cavalier, 
With  the  imperial  laurel  grac'd  his  head ; 
With  him  three  youths  who  royal  vefts  did  wear, 
With  golden  lillies  o'er  embroidered ; 
And,  who  with  them  did  the  fame  ftandard  bear, 
A  lion  'gainft  the  monfter  iffued : 
Their  names  they  fome  upon  their  heads  had  got, 
And  fome  upon  their  garments  hem  were  wrote.. 

One,  who  his  fword  did  to  the  hilts  advance 

Into  the  belly  of  the  beaft  malign, 

Had  wrote  on  him  Francis  the  firft  of  France ; 

Him  Auftrian  Maximilian  did  join  : 

And  Charles  the  fifth  the  Emperor,  his  lance 

Quite  thro'  the  monfter's  gullet  did  incline  : 

On  one,  who  with  a  dart  had  pierc'd  its  breaft, 

Henry  the  Eighth  of  England  was  exprefs'd. 

'  36. 
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Decimo  ha  quel  leonfcritto  sul  dojjo, 
Cb'al  bruit o  Mojlro  i  denti  ha  ne  I'orecchi, 
E  tanto  I' ha  gia  travagliato,  e  fcojjb^ 
Chevi  fono  arriviti  altri  parecchi. 
Parea  del  mondo  ognl  timor  rimoffo^ 
Ed  in  emenda  de  gli  errori  vecchi 
Nobilgente  accorrea  ;  non  pero  mo!tat 
Onde  alia  Eclva  era  la  vita  tolta. 

37- 

1  cavalieri  Jlavano,  e  Marfifa 
Con  dejiderio  di  conofcer  quejli ; 
Per  le  cui  mani  era  la  Beftia  uccifa, 
Chefatti  avea  tanti  luoghi  atri,  e  mefti : 
Awenga  che  la  pietra  fojje  incifa 
De  i  nomi  lor,  non  eran  manifejti. 
Si  pregavan  tra  lor,  cbe  fe  fapejje 
L'iftot  ia  alcuno,  a  gli  altri  la  dicejje* 

3.8-. 

Voltb  Viviano  a  Malagigi  gli  occbi, 
Chejlava  a  udire,  e  non  facea  lor  motto  : 
A  te^  dijfet  narrar  rijhria  tocchi^ 
Cb'e//er  ne  dei>  per  quel  ch'io  veggay  dotto. 
Chi  fan  coflor^  cbe  con  faette,  (Jloccbi, 
E  lance  a  mart  e  ban  F  Anima  I  condotto  ? 
Rifpofe  Maligigiy  Non  e  iftoria 
Di  c'abbi  Autor  fin  qui  fat  to  memoria. 

39-  ^ 

Sappiate,  cbe  coftor,  che  qui  fcritto  hanno 
Nel  mar  mo  i  nomi,  al  man  do  ma'i  non  fur o  ; 
Ma  fra  fettecento  anni  vi  far  anno 
Con  grande  onor  del  fecolo  futuro. 
Merlino  il  fa-vie  incantator  Britanno 
Ff'  far  la  font  e  al  tempo  del  Re  Arturo  ; 
E  di  cofe,  ch'al  mondo  hanno  a  venire^ 
Lafe'da  buoni  artifici  fcolpire. 

40. 

Quefta  Beftia  crudele  ufci  delfondo 
Delo'nfernoa  quel 'tempo ,  cbefurfatti 
A  le  campagne  i  termini ;  efu  ilpondo 
Travail)^  e  la  mi  fur  a  ^  e  fcritti  i  patti  $ 
Ma  non  ando  a  principio  in  tutto'l  mondo  ; 
Di  fe  lafcib  molti  paeji  intatti : 
Al  tempo  nojiro  in  molti  hchijlurba  ; 
Ma  i  populari  offende^  e  la  vil  turba. 

41- 

Dal  fuo  principio  infin  al  fecol  noftro 
Sempre  e  crefciuto^  e  fempre  andra  crtfcendo  ; 
Sempre  crefcendo  al  lungo  andar  fia  il  Mojtro 
11  mapgior  cbe  mai  foffe ^  e  il  piit  orrendo. 
£>uel  Piton^  che  per  carte \  e  per  inchiojiro  ; 
S'ode,  che  fiifi  or ri bile,  eJJupendo^ 
A  la  meta  di  quejio  non  fu  tutto ; 
Ne  tanto  abbominevol,  ntft  bruttt* 


36. 

Upon  his  back  Leo  the  tenth  had  wrote, 
Who  the  foul  monfter's  ears  with's  teeth  did  rend ; 
And  he  fo  work'd  him,  and  upon  him  finote, 
That  thither  other  crouds  do  quickly  tend  :   . 
The  world  from  fear  feem'd  to  have  freedom  got. 
And  there,  their  former  errors  to  amend, 
The  noble  people,  tho'  not  many,  ran, 
Whence  from  the  ugly  beaft  his  life  was  ta'en. 

37- 

Marphifa  and  the  cavaliers  remain 
Eagerly  wifhing,  that  they  thofe  might  know 
By  whofe  brave  hands  the  monfter  had  been  iluin, 
Who  had  fo  many  countries  laid  in  woe  : 
Seeing  that  tho'  it  did  their  names  retain  ; 
Yet  them  the  ftone  could  not  diftinclly  {how : 
They  each  intreated  other,  if  they  knew 
The  ftory,  it  they'd  to  the  others  ihew. 

38- 

To  Malagigi  Vivian  turn'd  his  eye, 
Who  flood  to  hear,  and  not  a  word  did  fay  ; 
'Tis  you,  faid  he,  muft  tell  this  hiftory, 
As  I  well  know  your  learning  can  difplay  : 
Who  are  thefe  here,  who  let  their  arrows  fly, 
And  thus  with  lance  and  fword  the  beaft  did  flay  ? 
Malagige  faid,  This  hiftory  is  not 
One,  of  which  ever  Author  yet  has  wrote. 

39- 

Know  then,  that  they,  whofe  names  does  here  retain 
Engrav'd  the  marble,  never  have  been  yet ; 
But,  ere  their  courfe  fev'n  hundred  years  have  ran, 
Will  be,  o'  th'  future  age  with  glory  great : 
Merlin,  the  fage  Britifh  magician, 
In  Arthur's  time  this  font  did  fabricate  ; 
And  things  to  happen  in  futurity, 
By  fkilful  workmen  caus'd  engraved  be. 

40. 

This  cruel  beaft,  from  the  abyfs  profound 
Of  hell  arofe  then  firft,  when  were  mark'd  out 
Bounds  to  the  country,  and  the  weight  was  found, 
And  meafure,  and  agreements,  all  were  wrote  : 
But  firft  fhe  did  not  the  whole  world  furround, 
And  many  countries  fhe  polluted  not  : 
She  many  parts  difturbs  in  thefe  our  days ; 
But  moft  on  the  vile  croud  offence  fhe  lays. 

41. 

To  this  our  age  from  her  nativity, 
She  ever  grew,  and  ever  will  grow  on  ; 
By  this,  at  length  fhe  will  a  monfter  be, 
The  greateft  and  moft  horrid  ever  known  : 
Pithon,  which  was  of  fuch  immenfity, 
So  dreadful,  as  in  writing  has  been  mown, 
Was  not  by  half  arriv'd  at  fuch  a  fize, 
Nor  was  fo  odious  and  fo  foul  as  this. 

G2 
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42- 


42. 


Fara  f  rage  crudel\  m  fara  loco, 
Che  non  guafti-,  contamini,  ed  infetti  j 
E  quanta  rtiojira  la  fcultura^  e  poco 
De'  fuoi  nefandi,  e  abbominofi  effetti. 
Jjl  mondo  di  gridar  merce  gia  roco 
Quefti,  de  i  quali  i  nomi  abbiamo  letti^ 
Che  chiarifplenderanpiu  che  piropo  ; 
Jf err  anno  a  dare  aiuto  al  maggior  uopo. 

A  la  Fera  crudele  il  pin  molefto 
Non  fara  di  Francefco  il  Re  de'Franchi ; 
E  ben  convien,  che  molti  ecceda  in  quejlo^ 
E  neffun  prima,  e  pochi  n'abbia  a  fianchi  ; 
Quando  in  fplendor  real,  quando  nel  rejlo 
Di  virtu  fara  molti  parer  manchi, 
Che  giaparver  compiuti,  come  cede 
Tofto  ognaltro  fplendor^  che' I  Solfi  vede. 

44. 

L'anno  primier  del  fortunato  regno 
Nonferma  ancor  ben  la  corona  in  front 'e, 
P  offer  a  I' '  Alpe  ;   e  romper  a  il  difegno 
Di  chi  a  I' incontro  avra  occupato  il  monte. 
Da  giujio  fpinto^  e  generofo  fdegno 
Che  vendicate  ancor  nonjieno  I'onte^ 
Che  dal furor  da'pafchi,  e  mandre  ufcito 
L'ejercito  di  Francia  avra  patito. 

45- 

E  quindi  fcendera  nel  ricco  piano 
Di  Lombardia^  coljior  di  Francia  intorno  i 
E  fe  L'Elvezio  fpezzera,  ch'in  vano 
Fara  mai  piu  penfter  d'alzare  il  corno  : 
Con  grande  e  de  la  Chiefa,  e  de  I' Ifpano 
CampO)  e  del  Fiorentin  vergogna,  efcornt 
EfpHgnera  il  cajhl ;  che  primajiato 
Sara  non  cfpugnabtlejiimato. 

46. 

Sopra  ogrfalir'arme  ad  efpugnarh,  melts 
Piu  gli  varra  qudla  onoratafpada  : 
Con  la  qudprima  avra  di  vita  tolto 
11  Moflro  corruttor  d'ogni  contrada  : 
Convien  ch'innanzi  a  quella  Jia  rivolto 
Infuga  ogni  ftendardo^  o  a  terra  ruada> 
NefojTa^  ne  ripar^  ne  groffe  mura 
Pojfan  da  lei  tener  cittaficura. 

Queflo  Principe  avra  quanta  eccettenza 
jlver  feline  Imperator  mai  debbia  : 
L'animo  del  gran  Cefa>;  la  prudenza 
Di  chi  mojlrolla  a  Trafimeno,  e  a  Treblia^ 
Con  la  For  tuna  a°dleflandro,  fenza 
Ciii  faria  fumoognidifegno,  e  nebbia. 
Sara  ft  liber al,  ch'io  lo  contemplo 
$ul  non  aver  neparagony  ne  efemph. 


She  cruel  (laughter  fhall  produce;  no  place 
Shall  be,  fhe  fliall  not  fpoil,  defile,  and  taint ; 
And  what  the  fculpture  fhows,  her  actions  bafe 
And  odious,  does  but  fcantily  depaint : 
Thefe  perfons  all,  whofe  nnmes  the  fountain  grace, 
Unto  the  world,  now  hoarfe  with  fo  long  plaint, 
Who  with  more  fplendor  than  piropus  glow, 
Shall  in  it's  greateft  need  their  aid  beftow. 

43- 

Unto  the  cruel  beaft  more  injuries 
No  one  than  Francis  King  of  France  (hall  do  j- 
And  it  well  fuits,  he  fhould  exceed  in  this, 
By  none  furpafs'd,  and  equall'd  but  by  few; 
Since  he  to  many,  their  deficiencies 
In  virtue  and  in  royal  pomp  will  {hew, 
Who  feem'd  complete  before  ;  as  ev'ry  flar 
Gives  place,  whene'er  the  fun's  bright  rays  appear. 

44. 

In  the  firft  year  of  his  fo  happy  reign, 
Ere  well  upon  his  head  is  fix'd  the  crown, 
He'll  pafs  the  Alps,  and  the  fcheme  render  vain 
Of  thofe,  who  'gainft  him  had  the  hill  feiz'd  on  ; 
Pufh'd  on  by  juft  and  generous  difdain, 
As  for  the  wrongs  no  vengeance  yet  was  fhown  ; 
Which  from  the  fury  of  the  fertile  land, 
The  army  of  the  French  {hall  have  fuftain'd. 

45- 

And  thence  fliall  march  to  Lombardy's  rich  plain, 
Wi'  th'  French,  who  do  their  country  moft  adorn ; 
And  fo  th'  Helvetians  vanquifh,  that  in  vain 
They  ever  {hall  have  thought  to  raife  their  horn  : 
With  a  great  camp  both  of  the  Church  and  Spain, 
And  with  the  Florentines  difgrace  and  fcorn, 
Shall  force  the  caftle,  which  until  that  hour 
Was  deem'd  impregnable  to  ev'ry  pow'r. 

46. 

Above  all  other  arms  the  fort  to  gam 
Shall  mofr.  conduce  that  honourable  blade, 
With  which  he  firft  the  monfter  {hall  have  flainv 
Which  ev'ry  country  had  corrupted  made  : 
By  him  each  ftandard,  who  does  this  retain, 
Or  put  to  flight,  or  muft  on  earth  be  laid; 
Nor  rampart,  fcfs,  nor  wall,  howe'er  immenfe, 
From  this  can  to  a  city  be  defence. 

47- 

This  Prince  {hall  all  the  excellencies  {hare, 
That  happy  Emperor  ought  to  difplay ; 
Great  Casfar's  courage,  his  prudential  care, 
Who  {hone  at  Trafjmene  and  Trebbia  ; 
And  Alexander's  fortune,  for  to  air, 
Without  her  aid,  each  fcheme  diffolves  away ; 
So  llb'ral  {hall  he  be,  none,  I  perceive, 
Can  equal  him,  none  fuch  example  give. 


au.  O  R  L  A  N  D 

i  48. 

Coft  diceva  Malagigi  ;  e  mejfe 
Defire  a  cavalier  d'aver  contezza 
Del  name  (Takun  altro,  ch'uccideffe 
L' infernal  Jlejiia  a  uccider  gli  filtri  avtzza. 
jQui-vi  un  Bernardo  trapimi  fi  lejfe, 
Che  Merlin  molto  r.el  fuo  fcritto  apprezza : 
Fia  nota  per  cojiui,  dicea,  Bibiena, 
Quanta  fiarenza  fua  vicinage  Siena. 

49-. 

Non  mette  piede  inanzi  hi  perfona 
A  SI  [mindly  a  Giovanni,  a  Ludovico  ; 
Un  Gonzaga,  un  Salviati,  un  a"  Aragona, 
Ciafcuno  al  bruit o  Mojtro  afpro  nimico. 
V"e  Francesco  Gonzaga ',  ne  abbandona 
Le  fue  "jfjiigie  ilfiglit  Federico  ; 
Ed  ha  il  cognato,  e  il genera  vicino, 
^utldi  Ferrara,  e  quel  Duca  d'Urbino. 

50. 

De  I'un  di  quefti  il  fglio  Guidoballo 
Nan  vuol>  cbe'l padre,  o  cb'altn  a  didro  il  metta  : 
Con  Ottobon  dal  Flifco  Sinibaldo 
Caccia  la  f era,  e  van  di  par  infretta  : 
Luigi  da  Gazolo  il  ferro  caldo 
Fatto  nd  ratio  le  ha  d'unafaetta, 
Che  con  I'arco  gli  die  Febo  quando  anco 
Marte  la  fpada  fua  gli  mejje  al  fianco. 

Duo  Ercoli,  duo  Ippcliti  da  Efte : 
Un  altro  Ercule,  un  altro  Ippclito  anco 
Da  Gonzaga,  de' Medici,  le  pejh 
Seguon  del  Moftro,  e  Fban  cacciandojlanco. 
Ne  Giuliano  alfgliuol ;  ne  par  che  refte 
Ferrante  alfratel  dietro ;  ne  che  manco. 
Andrea  Doria  fja  pronto,  ne  che  laffi 
Francefco  Sforza,  cb'ivi  uomo  lo  paj/i. 

52- 

Del  gemrofo,  illujlrty  e  chiaro  fangue 
]y  Avalo  vi  fon  dui,  c'kan  per  infegna 
Lo  fcoglio,  che  d*jl  capo  a  i  piedi  d'angue 
Par  che  Vempio  Tifeofottofe  tegna  : 
Non  e  di  quejll  duo,  per  fare  efangue 
Uorrlbil  Mcjlro,  chi  piu  inanzi  vegna  : 
L'uno  Francefco  di  Pefcara  invitto', 
L' altro.  ALfonfi  del  vajfo  a  i  piedi  ha  fcritto» 

Ma  Confaho  Ferrante,  ove  ho  lafciato 

L'lfpano  onor,  ctfin  tantt  pregio  v'era^ 

Che  fn  da  Malagigi  ji  Ldato, 

Che  pr"-'k<  ilparegtiar  ii  quell  a  f  hi  era  ? 

Guglielno  (i  r.)ei"'-  Ji  Morhrrato, 

Fra  qufi,  che  rnorta  avean  la  brutta  Fera  : 

Ed  er«n  j.ochi  ri  i  >'fo  r/'/;y?«/Y/, 

Ch'tlla  v'avea  chi  mcrti,  e  thi  feriti. 
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48. 


Unto  the  knights  thus  Malagigi  faid, 
And  a  defire  amongft  them  did  arife 
To  know  another's  name,  who  murdered 
That  hellifh  beaft,  who  to  kill  others  tries  : 
Here  one  Bernardo  'mongft  the  firft  was  readr 
Whom  Merlin  in  his  writings  much  did  prize  : 
Thro'  him,  faid  he,  be  noted  Bibienna, 
As  much  as  neighb'ring  Florence  and  Sienna. 

49- 

None  there  does  to  th'  emprize  more  forward  make, 
Than  Sigifmond,  than  Lewi?,  or  than  John, 
Gonzage's,  Aragon's,  Salviat's,  names  they  take, 
Of  the  foul  monfter  foes  fevere  each  one  : 
Francis  Gonzaga's  there,  nor  does  forfake 
His  father's  footfleps  Frederick  the  fon  ; 
And  has  his  fcm-in-law  and  kinfman  near, 
One  Duke  of  Urbine,  t'other  of  Ferrare. 

5°- 

Guidobald,  who  of  one  of  thefe  is  fon, 
Will  not  than's  fire  or  others  be  more  flow, 
Sinobald  with,  of  Flifco,  Otobon, 
Drive  on  the  beaft,  and  quick  together  go : 
Lewis  of  Gazolo  a  dart  has  thrown, 
And  in  her  neck  the  iron  point  does  glow  ; 
Which  with  a  bow  Phcebus  a  prefent  made,, 
When  on  his  fide  Mars  aHb  put  his  blade. 

S1- 

Two  Hercules'  and  two  Hippoliti 
Of  Efte,  Hercles  of  Gonzaga  too, 
Other  Hippolito  of  Medici, 
Have  tir'd  die  beaft,  as  they  her  track  purfue  : 
Julian  feems  not  to  let  his  fon  pafs  by  ; 
Nor  can  his  brother  brave  Ferrant  out-do  v 
Nor  Andrew  Doria  we  lefs  ready  find ; 
Nor  Francis  Sforza  will  be  left  behind'. 

52. 

Two  from  the  blood  of  fuch  illuftrious  note 
Of  Avalus  are  there  j  for  their  enfign 
The  rock,  which  from  the  top  to  th'  fnaky  foot 
Seems  dire  Tiphaeus  under  to  confine : 
No  one  has  than  thefe  two  more  forward  got 
To  death  the  horrid  monfter  to  confign : 
Oije's  ftil'd  nnconquer'd  Francis  of  Pefcare, 
T'other  Alfons  of  Vafto  at  his  foot  does  bear. 

Gonzalvo  Ferrant,  why  don't  I  relate 

Your  Spanifh  honour,  which  fuch  price  did  bear,. 

Which  Malagigi  did  fo  celebrate, 

With  which  but  few  could  of  that  troop  compare  ? 

'Mongft  whom  was  feen  William  of  Montferrat, 

Who  did  in  killing  the  foul  monfter  {hare  : 

And  few,  to  the  innumerable  train, 

They  were,  which  that  or  wounded  had  or  flain- 
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54- 


In  giochi  onejli  e  parlamenti  lieti 
Dopo  mangiar  fpefero  il  caldo  giorno 
Cor  cat  i  sufaij/imi  tapeti 
Tra  gll  arbufalli,  taut'era  il  rivo  adorno. 
Malagigi,  e  Vivian,  perchc  quieti 
PiufoJJer  gll  altri  tenean  I'arme  inform, 
Ghtando  una  donna  fenza  compagnia 
Vider,  che  verfo  lor  ratio  venia. 

6)ueJ}a  era  quel'a  Ippatca,  a  cuifu  tolto 
Ft'ontino  ilbuon  dfjlrier  da  Rodomonte  '. 
L'avea  il  di  inanzi  ellafeguito  molto 
Pregandolo  era,  era  dicendogli  onte ; 
Ma  non  giovando,  avea  il  carnmin  rivolto 
Per  ritrovar  Ruggier  e,  in  Agrifmonte  : 
Tra  via  le  fu  (non  Jo  gia  come)  detto  j 
Che  quivi  iltroveria  con  Ricciar •  detto. 

56. 

E'perche  il  luogo  benfapea,  che  v'era 
Stata  altre  volte,  fe  ne  venne  al  dritto 
A  lafontana ;  ed  in  quella  maniera 
Ve  lo  trovo,  ch'io  v'ho  di  fopra  fcritto ; 
Ma  come  buona,  e  cauta  mejjaggicra, 
Che  fa  r,-:eglio  ejfeguir,  che  nun  I'e  ditto, 
ghiando  vide  ilfratel  di  Bradamante, 
Non  conofcer  Kuggierfecefembiante* 

A  Ricciardetto  tutta  rivoltoj/e 
Si  come  drittamente  a  lui  veniffe  ; 
£  quel,  che  la  conobbe,fe  le  mojfi 
Incontra ,  e  domando  dove  ne  gijje. 
Ell^t  ch'  ancora  avea  le  luci  rojje 
Delpianger  lungo^fofpirando  dijje  j 
Ma  dijfi  forte,  accio  chefojje  efpreffo 
ARuggiero  ilfuo  dir  chegli  era  apprejjo  j 

58. 

Mi  traea  dietro^  diffe^per  la  briglia  ; 
Come  impyjlo  m'avea  la  tuafordla  ; 
UK  belcavallo,  e  buono  a  maraviglia, 
Ch'ella  molto  ama^  e  che  Frontino  appella  \ 
E  I'avea  tratto  piu  di  trenta  miglia 
Verfo  Marfil\a\  eve  venir  debbe  ella 
fra  pochi  giorni ;  e  dove  ella  mi  dijjey 
Ch'io  I'afpettaJJi  fin^  che  vi  venijfe, 

59. 

Era  fi  baldanzofo  il  creder  n>io, 
Ch'io  nonjlimava  alcun  di  corfifaldoy 
Chs  me  l'avej/e  a  tor,  dicendogli  io 
CIS  era  de  la  foreUa  di  Rinaldo. 
Ma  vano  il  rnio  difegno  ier  m'ufcio, 
Che  me  lo  tolfe  un  Saracin  ribaldo  ; 
Ne  per  udir  di  chi  Frontino  fujje 
A  volprmdo  rendere  s'indujje. 


In  decent  jefts,  and  converfation  glad, 

They  after  eating  fpent  the  fultry  day ; 

They,  midfl  the  fhrubs  on  richeft  carpets  laid, 

Thro'  which  a  ftream  mofl  beautiful  did  flray  : 

Vivian  and  Malagige  in  arms  array'd, 

That  they  might  be  more  quiet,  watching  Jftay  j 

When  they  a  damfel  without  company 

Who  came  with  fpeed  towards  them  did  efpy. 

This  was  Hippalca,  from  whom  ta'en  away 
By  Rodomont,  was  the  good  horfe  Frontin  ; 
She  him  had  follow'd  the  preceding  day, 
Intreaties  ufmg  now,  now  words  malign  ; 
But  nought  availing,  backwards  took  her  way 
Tow'rds  Agrifmont,  that  fhe  Rnggier  might  join  : 
She  trav'ling,  news,  I  know  not  how,  did  get, 
That  fhe  fhould  find  him  here  with  Ricciardet. 

56. 

And,  as  the  place  (he  knew,  as  formerly 
She  had  been  there,  flie  travell'd  on  foreright 
Unto  the  fountain,  and  did  him  defcry 
In  fuch  a  way,  as  I  before  did  write  ; 
But,  as  a  faithful  meflenger  and  fly, 
Who,  than  fhe's  told,  knows  how  to  act  more  right; 
When  Bradamante's  brother  ftie  furvey'd, 
That  flie  don't  know  Ruggier,  the  femblance  made. 

57- 

She  wholly  turn'd  herfelf  tow'rds  Ricciardet, 
As  if  fhe  came  to  him  immediately  ; 
And  he,  who  knew  her,  mov'd  and  her  he  met, 
And  afk'd  her  where  fhe  now  propos'd  to  hie : 
She,  who  her  eyes  had  redden'd  even  yet 
From  her  long  forrow,  anfwer'd  with  a  figh  ; 
But  anfwer'd  loud,  that  might  be  underflood 
Her  fpeech  by  Ruggier,  as  he  near  her  flood. 

58. 

I  by  the  rein,  favs  fhe,  did  with  me  lead, 
In  manner  as  your  filter  did  enjoin, 
A  brave  and  to  a  wonder  gallant  fteed, 
Which  much  fhe  lov'd,  and  called  is  Frontin  : 
And  more  than  thirty  miles  had  him  convey'd 
Towards  Marfeilles,  where  fh'  has  to  come  defign 
In  a  few  days,  the  place  which  fhe  did  name, 
Where  I  fhould  wait  for  her  until  fhe  came. 

59- 

My  credence  was  eftablifhed  fo  bold, 

That  I  thought  no  one  was  of  heart  fo  frrong, 

To  take  it  from  me,  when  I  him  had  told, 

It  to  Rinaldo's  fifter  did  belong; 

But,  yefterday,  I  vain  fuch  thought  did  hold ; 

For  of  it  me  a  Pagan  vile  did  wrong  : 

Nor  would  the  hearing  that  it  was  Frontin, 

Him  to  reftore  it  to  me  aught  incline. 

60 
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60. 


Tutf  ieri  ed  oggl  Fho  pregato ;  e  quando 
Ho  vifto  ufcir  prieghi,  e  minaccie  invano, 
Maladicendol  molto,  e  bejlemmiando 
Uho  lafciato  di  qui  poco  lontano  \ 
Dove  il  cavallo,  e  Je  molto  affannando 
S'aiuta  quanta  pua  con  I'arme  in  mano 
Contra  un  gtterrier,  ch'in  tal  travaglio  il  met(et 
Chefpero  c'abbia  a  far  le  mie  vendeite. 

61. 

Ruggiero  a  quel parlor  falito  in  piedet 
C'avea  potato  a  pena  iltutto  udire, 
Si  volta  a  Ricciardetto,  e  per  mercedt^ 
E  premio,  eguidardon  del  benfervire^ 
Prieghi  aggiungendo  fenzafin,  gli  chiide, 
Che  con  la  donna  folo  il  lafci  gire 
Tanto,  chil  Saracin  glijia  mojirato, 
Cb'a  Iti  di  mono  ha  il  buon  dejirier  Lvato-. 

62. 

E  Ricciardetto,  ancor^  che  difcortefe 
11  concedere  altrui  trcppo  pareffe 
Di  ter  minor  le  afe  debit  e  imprefey 
dl  voler  di  Ruggier  pur  ft  rimejje  ; 
E  quel  licfjtzia  da  i  compagni  preje ; 
E  con  Ippalca  a  ritornar  Ji  meffe^ 
Lafciando  a  queiy  che  rimanean^Jluporty 
Non  maraviglia  pur  delfuo  valor  e. 

63. 

Poi,  che  da  gli  altri  allonlmnata  alquant* 
Ippalca  I'ebbe  ;  gli  narro,  ch'ad  effa 
Era  mandeta  da  cclei,  che  tanto 
Avea  nel  core  ilfuo  valor  e  imprejjo  : 
E  fenza  fnger  piu^feguiio  quanta 
Lafua  donna  al  partir  le  avea  commejfi  j 
E  che  fe  dianzi  avta  altrimenti  delta? 
Perlaprefenziafu  di  Ruciardetto-. 

64. 

Diffe,  che  chi  le  avea  tolt»  il  dejlrier^ 
Ancor  detto  le  avea  con  molto  orgogliot 
Perchefo  chil  cavaUo  e  di  Rtiggiero, 
Piu  volentier  per  quefto  te  lo  toglio  : 
S'egli  di  racquiftarlo  avra  penfeero, 
Fagli  faper  (ch'afcondermi  nan  voglio) 
Ch'iofon  quel  Rodomonte^  il  cuivalore 
Mojlra  per  tutto'l  mondo  ilfuo  fplendort. 

65. 

Jfcoltando  Ruggier  mojlra  nel  vobo 
Di  quanta  fdegno  accefo  il  cor  gli '  Jiay 
Si  percke  caro  avea  Frontino  molto^ 
Si  perche  venia  il  dono,  onde  venta? 
Si  perche  hi  fut  difpregio  gli  par  tolto  : 
Vede  che  biajmo^  e  difonor  gli  fa^ 
Se  torlo  a  Rodomonte  non  s^affretta^ 
E  fopra  lui  non  fa  degna  vendetta. 


Two  days  I  to  him  have  petitioned ; 

And  when  my  pray'rs  and  threats  I  vain  perceive, 

I  many  curfes  'gainft  him  uttered, 

And  hence  at  a  (mail  diftance  did  him  leave; 

Where  much  himfelf  fatiguing  and  his  fteed, 

He  fword  in  hand  does  to  his  utmoft  drive 

Againft  a  knight,  fuch  work  for  him  does  make, 

I  hope  that  he  for  me  will  vengeance  take. 

61. 

Ruggier,  at  this  difcourfe,  rofe  on  his  feet, 
As  he  fcarce  patience  had  the  whole  to  hear  ; 
He  turns  to  Riociardet,  and  does  intreat, 
In  bounty,  in  reward,  of 's  fervice  rare, 
Adding  continual  pray'rs,  that  he'd  permit 
Him  only  forward  with  the  maid  to  bear, 
Until  to  him  was  (hown  the  Saracin, 
Who  the  brave  horfe  did  from  her  hand  purloin. 

62. 

Altho'  it  difagreeable  did  fhew 
To  Ricciardet,  to  other  to  concede 
The  emprize,  which  to  finUh  was  his  due; 
Yet  to  Ruggier's  entreaty  he  agreed : 
And  he  taking  his  leave  of  them  withdrew, 
And  turning,  with  Hippalca  did  proceed  ; 
And  left  aftounded  the  whole  company, 
Not  only  wond'ring  at  his  valour  high, 

63- 

When  from  the  others  got  fome  little  way 
Hippalca  was,  Ihe  to  him  did  declare, 
I'm  fent  by  her,  whofe  heart  fo  much  did  fway 
The  lofty  valour  that  you  fhow'd  in  war  : 
And,  without  more  difguife,  to  him  did  fayr 
What  had  her  miftrefs  trufted  to  her  care  : 
And  that,  if  otherwife  (he  talk'd  but  late, 
It  from  the  prefence  was  of  Ricciardet. 

64, 

She  tells,  that  who  from  her  the  fteed  had  ta'enr 
Had  alfo  faid  to  her,  in  mighty  pride,. 
Knowing  this  to  Ruggier  does  appertain, 
This  motive  more  to  take  it  me  does  guide  : 
If  to  retake  it  thought  he  entertain, 
Caufe  him  to  know,  for  I  myfelf  ne'er  hide, 
That  I  that  Rodomonte  am,  whofe  might, 
Thro'  the  whole  world,  difplays;it's  fplendor  bright, 

65. 

Ruggier,  in  look  mews,  as  he  this  does  hear, 
With  what  refentment  is  his  heart  in  flame,, 
As  well,  that  he  Frontin  held  mighty  dear, 
As  well,  for  that  the  gift  came  whence  it  came, 
As  in  contempt  it  taken  did  appear  : 
He  fees  dishonour  he'll  incur  and  blame, 
If  foon  he  get  it  not  from  Rodomont, 
And  take  not  vengeance  faking  the  affront. 

66. 
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La  donna  Ruggier  guida,  e  non  foggiornat 
Che  par  to  brama  col  Pagano  a  front  e  ; 
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E  giu 


lajlradafa  due  corna 


faltro  va  su  al  monte, 


L'un  va  giu  al  piano,  e 
E  queftcy  e  qutl  ne  la  vallea  ritorna, 
Dsv  ella  a-vea  lafciato  Rodomonte  : 
Afpra,  ma  brevet  era  la  via  del  colle  : 
L'alira  piu  lunga  ajfai,  ma  piano,  e  molle. 

11  defiderio,  che  conduce  Ippalca 
D'aver  Fronting,  e  vendicarl'oltraggio. 
Fa  cbilfentierde  la  montagna  calca, 
Qnde  molto  piu  corto  era  il  viaggio  : 
Per  laltra  infanta  il  Re  a"  Algier  cavalca 
Col  TartarOy  e  co  gli  altri,  che  detto  aggio  ', 
£  giu  nel  plan  la  via  piu  fad  I  tiene, 
Necon  Ruggiero  ad  incontrar  ft  viene. 

68. 

Gia  fin  le  lor  querele  differite 
Finch  e  foe  cor  fa  ad  Agramantefia  ; 
Quejlofapete,  ed  ban  d'ogni  lor  lite 
La  cagion,  Doralice  in  compagnia, 
Ora  ilfuccejjo  de  Tiftoria  udite  : 
A  lafontana  e  la  lor  dritta  via ; 
Ove  Aldigier,  Marffa,  Ricciar  detto  t 
Malagigi,  e  Vivian Jlanno  a  diletto. 

69. 

Marfifa  a'priegbi  de'compagni  avea 
Vejle  da  donna ^  ed  ornamenti  prefe 
Di  qttelli,  cb'a  Lanfufa  Ji credea 
Mandare  il tr  adit  or  de*  Maganzefi : 
E  benche  veder  rarofifolea 
Senza  I'li/bergo,  e  gli  altri  buoni  arnefi  \ 
Pur  quel  dife  li  trajfc,  e  come  donna, 
A'priegki  lor  lafcio  vederfi  in  gonna. 

70. 

Tofto,  che  vede  il  Tartars  Marffa, 
Per  la  credenza,  c'ba  di  guadagnurla 
In  ricompenfa,  e  in  cambto  ugual,  s'avvifa 
Di  Doralice ,  a  Rodomonte  darla  ; 
Si  come  Amor  jiregga  a  quejla  gulfa, 
Che  vender  la  fua  donna ,  opsrmutzrla 
PcJJa  Camante^  ne  a  raglon  s'attrifta, 
Sf  quando  una  ne  perde,  una  n'acqui^a. 

71. 

Per  dunque  provvedergli  di  donzfll<it 
ACM  perje  queji'altra  fe  ritegna, 
Marfifa^  che  gli  par  leggiadra,  e  bel'a^ 
E  d'ogni  iavalicr  femmina degna^ 
Come  abbia  ad  avtr  qucjla,  come  quella 
Suliiio  cara,  a  lui  donar  difegna  ; 
E  tutti  i  cavalier,  die  con  lei  v,-de 
4  g"J1rafe;o,  cd  a  batlaglia  chicde. 


The  maid  condufts  Ruggier,  nor  would  fhe  ftay, 
Wiftiing  to  guide  him  to  the  Pagan's  front, 
And  came  where  in  two  horns  branch'd  out  the  way, 
One  downwards  bears  to  th'  plain,  one  up  to  th' 
And  both  of  them  towards  the  valley  lay,  [mount : 
Where  fhe  before  had  quitted  Rodomont : 
Rugged,  but  fhort,  the  road  the  hill  to  gain, 
T'other  much  longer  was,  but  foft  and  plain. 

67- 

The  ftrong  defire,  which  Frontin  to  retake, 
Hippalca  led,  and  to  revenge  the  wrong, 
Made  her  continue  in  the  bitty  track, 
As  thus  their  journey  was  not  near  fo  long. 
Mean  time  o'er  t'other  Algier's  King  did  make 
Wi'  th'  Tartar  and  the  reft,  I  lately  fung  ; 
And  on  the  plain  his  eafier  way  did  bear  ; 
Nor  there  advanc'd,  where  he  might  meet  Ruggier. 

68. 

They  now  their  private  quarrel  did  defer, 
Till  they  to  Agramant  fhould  carry  aid  ; 
Know  this,  and  the  occafion  of  their  war, 
Fair  Doralice  in  company  they  had. 
Now,  what  tji'  event  was  of  this  ftory,  hear  • 
Their  way  direct  unto  the  fountain  laid, 
Where  Aldigier,  Marphife,  and  Ricciardet, 
Vivian  and  Malagige,  at  eafe  were  fet. 

69. 

Marphife,  as  afk'd  by  each  companion, 
Had  ta'en  the  female  drefs  and  ornament, 
Which  of  the  Maganzcfe  the  treach'rous  one 
Intended  to  Lanfufa  ihould  be  fent. 
And,  tho'  fhe  ufed  to  be  feldom  fhown 
Unarm'd,  and  without  good  accoutrement, 
She  took  them  off  that  day,  and,  at  their  pray'r, 
Did,  as  a  dami'd,  in  a  gown  appear. 

7P- 

Soon  as  the  Tartar  did  Marphife  perceive, 
Thinking  for  certain  that  he  her  mould  gain, 
In  recompence  for  Doralice  to  give 
To  Rodomonte,  thought  did  entertain : 
So  in  fuch  way  to  rule  could  love  conceive, 
If  fell  or  change  his  miftrefs  could  each  fwain ; 
Lover  for  grief  no  reafon  could  difclofe. 
If  frill  he  got  one  when  he  one  did  lofe. 

71- 

Therefore  for  him  a  miilrefs  to  prepare, 
And  to  himfelf  the  other  to  retain. 
Marphife,  who  beautiful  appear'd  and  fair, 
And  worthy  of  each  knight  the  heart  to  gain  ; 
As  in  fhort  time  lhe  to  him  would  be  dear, 
As  this,  to  prefent  to  him,  fcheme  did  plan  ; 
And  all  the  knights  whom  with  her  he  eipies, 
To  tilt  and  combat  with  him  he  defies. 
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Malagigi,  e  Vivian  ;  c he  Farme  aveano 
Come  per  guardia,  e  ficurta  del  refto  ; 
Si  moffiro  dalluogo,  ove  fedeano 
L'un  come  I" ultra  a  la  battaglia  prefto  ; 
Perche  giojirar  con  ambedno  credeano  ; 
Ma  £  African,  che  non  venia  per  quejio, 
A'0/z  nefefegno,  b  mwimento  alcuno  : 
Si  che  la  giojlra  rejlb  lor  contra  uno. 

73- 

Viviano  e  il  primo,  e  con  gran  corfe  move, 
E  nel  venir  abbajja  un'ofta  groj/'a  ; 
E'IRe  Pagan  da  le  famofe  prove 
Da  I'altra  parte  vien  con  tnaggior  pojja. 
Dirizza  I" uno,  e  I'altro,  efegna  dove 
Crede  meglio  fermar  i'afpra  percojfa  : 
Viviano  indarno  a  V elmo  il  Pagan  ftre, 
Che  non  lo  fapiegar,  non  che  cadere. 

II  Re  Pagan,  cavea  piu  Fajla  dura, 
Felo  fcudo  a  Vivian  parer  di  ghiaccio  ; 
E  fuor  di  fella  in  mezzo  alia  verdura 
A  Firbe,  e  a  i  fiori  ilfe'cadere  in  braccio. 
Vien  Aialagigi,  e  ponji  in  awentura 
Di  vendicare  il  fuofratello  avaccio  } 
~Ma  poi  d'andargli  appreffo  ebbe  talfretta, 
Che  glife  compagnia  piu,  che  vendetta. 

L'altrofratelfu  prima  del  cugino 

Con  Farme  indojjb,  e  sit' I  dejtrier  falito  ; 

E  diifidato  contra  il  Saracino 

Venne  a  fcontrarlo  a  tutta  briglia  ardito. 

Rifono  it  colpo  in  mezzo  a  I' elmo  fino 

Di  quel  Pagan  fotto  la  vjjla  un  dilo. 

Volo  al  del  fajla  in  quattro  tronchi  rotta  ; 

Ala  non  tnoJJ'e  il  Pagan  per  quella  botta. 

76. 

//  Pagan  fen  lui  dal  la  to  manco  ; 
E  perche  il  colpo  fu  con  troppa  fcrza  ; 
Poco  lo  fcudo,  e  la  corazza  tnanco 
Git  valff,  che  s'afirir  come  una  jcorza  ; 
Pafso  il  ,'erro  crudelF omero  bianco  ; 
Piego  Aldigier  ferito  a  poggia^  e  ad  erza  : 
Trafiuri  ederbe  alfin  fi  vide  awolto 
RoJ/b  tu  rarme,  e  pallido  nel  volto. 

"<!'. 
Con  molto  ardir  vien  Ricciardetto  apprejjo  : 

E  nel  venire  arrfjla  fl  gran  larcia, 
Che  m-jftra  ben  come  ha  rnefirato  jpejfi, 
Che  degnamei'te  e  Paladin  di  Francia  „• 
Ed  al  Pagan  ne  facta  fegno  efprejjo9 
Sefoflejlato  pan  a  la  Klancia  ; 
A4a  fozzopra  n'ando,  perche  il  cavalh 
Gli  cadde  addjfi,  e  non  gia  perfuofallo. 
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72. 


Vivian  and  Malagigi  arm'd  compleat, 

As  for  the  other's  guard,  fecurity, 

Themlelves  did  quickly  move  from  off  their  fear, 

The  combat  each  of  them  alert  to  try  : 

For  they  had  thought,  they  both  in  tilts  muft  meet ; 

But  th'  African,  who  hither  did  not  hie 

For  this,  no  fignal  made  or  motion, 

So  that  the  tilt  remain'd  one  againft  one. 

73- 

Vivian  with  gallant  heart  firft  forward  came, 
And  a  grofs  ipear,  as  he  advane'd,  bent  low  ; 
The  Pagan  King,  for  ftrength  renown'd  in  fame, 
From  t'other  lide  with  greater  force  does  go  : 
Each  one  directs,  and  at  the  place  takes  aim, 
Where  beft  he  thinks  to  fix  the  cruel  blow  : 
Vivian  the  Pagan's  helmet  fmote  in  vain,         fjplain. 
He  caus'd  him  not  to  ftoop,  much  lefs  fall  to  the 

74- 

The  Pagan  King  having  a  harder  fpear, 
Made  feem  like  glafs  the  fliield  of  Vivian  ; 
And  him  from  out  his  faddle  he  did  bear, 
'Midft  grafs  and  flowers  to  the  verdant  plain. 
Malagige  came  and  try'd  his  chance  in  war, 
If  for  his  brother  vengeance  could  be  ta'en  ; 
But  after  coming  in  great  hafle,  was  lefs 
Avenger  than  companion  in  diftrefs. 

75- 

The  t'other  brother  was  before  his  kin 
In  armour  clad,  and  leap'd  upon  his  fteed, 
And  with  defiance  'gainft  the  Saracin, 
To  the  encounter  boldly  pufh'd  full  fpeed  : 
Beneath  the  vizor  of  the  helmet  fine 
The  Pagan  wore,  the  blow  ftruck  echoed  : 
To  iky  the  fpear  flew,  in  four  fplinters  broke ; 
But  yet  the  Pagan  mov'd  not  at  the  ftroke. 

76. 

The  Pagan  him  on  his  left  fide  did  fmite, 
And,  as  the  blow  was  made  moft  furioufly, 
His  fliield  to  fave  had  fmall,  his  mail  lefs  might, 
So  that  it  like  to  bark  did  open  fly  : 
The  cruel  fteel  pierc'd  thro'  his  fhoulder  white, 
Aldigier  wounded,  all  about  did  ply, 
At  lalt  found  himfelf  drop  'midft  flow'rs  and  grafs, 
Red  o'er  his  arms,  and  pallid  o'er  his  face. 

77- 

With  mighty  courage  Ricciardet  comes  on, 
And  in  his  coming  lowers  fuch  vaft  lance, 
That  he  well  fhow'd,  as  he  had  often  mown, 
He  worthily  was  Paladin  of  France  ; 
And  to  the  Pagan  made  it  clearly  known, 
That  he  flood  with  him  on  an  equal  chance ; 
But  topfiturvy  went  he,  as  his  fteed  [ceed. 

Fell  on  him,  which  from  his  own  fault  did  not  pro- 
H  78. 


ORLANDO     F  V  R  I  0  S  O. 


Canto  26. 


78. 


Pel,  ch'altro  ctivalier  ncn  f.  d'lmojira, 
Cb'al  Pagan  per  giojlrar  win  la  f  rente. 
Pen  fa  aver  gttadagnato  de  la  glojlra 
La  donna j  e  venne  a  lei  pre/o  a  la  font e  : 
E  dijjt ;  Damigclla  fiete  ncjlra^ 
S'altri  non  e  per  vni,  cb'in  fella  monte  : 
Nclpotete  negar,  nefarne  ifcufa^ 
Che  di  ragion  di  guerra  coft  s'ufa. 

Marfifa  ahvndo  con  un  vifo  altiero 
Lafaccia,  diffe  :  Iltuo  purer  molto  err  a  : 
Jo  ti  concede,  che  direjii  II  vero 
Cb'io  farti  tua  per  la  ragion  di  guerra  ; 
Ruanda  mio  Signer  fojje ,  o  cavaliero 
ALun  di  quefli,  c'hai  gittato  in  terra  : 
lofua  non  fan  ;   tie  d'altri fen,  che  mia  j 
Dunque  me  tdga  a  me,  chi  me  difja. 

80. 

Sofcudo,  e  lancia  adsperare  anch'io, 
E  piu  d'un  cavalier  o  in  terra  ho  pojto. 
Date  mi  I'arme,  dijje,  e  il  dejlrier  mi o 
A  gli  fcudicr,  chi  I'ubbidiron  tojio. 
Traffe  la  gonna  ;  ed  infarfetto  ufcio  \ 
E  le  belle  fottezze,  e  il  ben  difpojio 
Ccrpo  mcftrO)  cb'in  ciafcunafua  parte 
Fuor  cbe  nel  vifa,  ajjimigliova  a  Marte. 

8r. 

Poi,  cbefu  armata^  la  fpada  ft  cinfe 
E  sul  deftrier  monto  fun  leggier  fait  a  ; 
E  qua,  e  la  ire  vo/tf,  epiu  lo  fpinfe, 
E  quinci^  e  quindife'girare  in  alto  : 
E  poi  sfidando  il  Saracino  Jlrinfe 
La  grojja  lancia  e  cominicio  I'aJJalto. 
Talnelcampo  'Troian  Pe ntefilea 
Contra  il  Tejfalo  Achille  ejjer  dovca . 

82. 

Le  lance  Infinal  cake  fi  fiaccaro 
A  quel  fuperbo  fcontrO)  come  vetro  ; 
A^2  pero  chi  le  corf  era  pie  gar o^ 
Che  ft  notajje,  un  ditofolo  addietro. 
Marfifa,  che  valea  conofcer  chiaroy 
S'a  piujlretta  battaglia  fimil metro 
Le  fervercbbe  contra  il  fier  Pagan ot 
Se  gli  rivolfe  con  la  fpada  in  mono. 

83- 

Reftemmib  ilcielo,  e  gli  element i  il  crudo 
Pagan^  poi  cbe  rejftar  la  vide  in  fella. 
Etta,  cbe  gli  penio  romper  lo  fctidoy 
Non  menfd^gnoja  contrail  del  favella. 
G:a  Funo  e  I'ahro  ha  in  mano  ilferro  nudo, 
E  sii  le  fatal' arme  fi  martella  ; 
Varrne  fatcdi  banparimenteintorno^ 
Che  mcii  non  bifcgr.ar  piu  di  quel  giorno, 


When  fhow'd  himfelf  no  other  cavalier, 
Who  to  tilt  with  the  Pagan  turn'd  his  front, 
He  thought  he  by  the  tilt  had  gain'd  the  fair, 
And  unto  her  came  up  hard  by  the  font ; 
And  to  her  faid,  You  mine,  my  damfel,  are, 
If  other  for  you  will  not  faddle  mount ; 
You  neither  can  deny,  nor  make  excufe, 
For  this  the  cuflom  is,  in  war  we  ufe. 

79- 

Marphife  with  lofty  look,  raifing  her  head, 
To  him  reply'd,  Your  judgment  much  does  err  : 
I  yield  to  you,  that  you  the  truth  have  faid, 
That  your's  I  fhould  be  by  the  laws  of  war  r 
Were  any  one  of  thefe,  on  earth  you've  laid, 
To  me  pertaining  lord  or  cavalier  : 
Nor  theirs,  nor  any's,  my  own  war  I  make, 
Then  from  myfelf  me,  let  who  wants  me,  take. 

80. 

I  alfo  know  to  work  with  fhield  and  fpear, 
And  I  more  than  one  knight  on  earth  have  thrown  t 
Give  me  my  arms,  and  bring  me  my  horfe  here, 
She  to  her  fquire  faid,  who  obey'd  her  foon  : 
Took  off  her  gown,  her  doublet  fole  did  wear  ; 
Her  limbs  well  turn'd,  finely  difpos'd  were  ihowij, 
That  fhe  in  ev'ry  part  did  femblance  bear, 
Except  her  face,  to  the  great  God  of  war. 

81. 

When  arm'd,  her  fword  fhe  girt  upon  her  fide, 
And  on  her  fteed  fhe  mounts  with  vaulting  light; 
And  thrice,  or  more,  about  did  furious  ride, 
On  all  fides  made  him  wheel  to  lofty  height : 
And  grafp'd,  as  fhe  the  Saracin  defy'd, 
A  mafTy  lance,  and  fierce  began  the  fight. 
Penthefilea,  in  the  field  of  Troy, 
Theffalian  Achilles  fuch  way  did  annoy. 

82. 

Their  fpears  to  the  but-end  in  fplinters  flew 
At  this  fuperb  encounter,  as  'twere  glafs  ; 
And  yet  not  even  a  bare  inch  withdrew, 
To  be  perceiv'd  who  in  the  tilt  did  pafs  : 
Marphifa,  willing  to  difcover  true, 
If  in  more  clofe  encounter  equal  was 
Her  might,  the  furious  Pagan  to  withftand, 
Againft  him  quick  does  turn  with  fword  in  hand. 

83- 

The  elements  and  heaven  did  blafpheme 
The  Pagan  dire,  feeing  her  keep  her  feat : 
She,  who  his  fhield  to  break  no  lefs  did  deem, 
No  lefs  difdainful  did  the  heavens  threat  : 
In  each  their  hands  their  naked  weapons  gleam, 
And  they  on  their  inchanted  armour  beat : 
In  arms  inchanted  they  alike  were  clad, 
Of  which  they  ne'er  more  need  than  that  day  had. 
4  84. 
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Si  buona  e  quella  piajira,  e  quella  maglia, 
Che  fpada*  o  lanaa  non  le  taglia,  o  fora  } 
Si  che  poteafeguir  Fafpra  battaglia 
Tutto  quel  giorno,  e  I'altro  appreffb  ancora  ; 
Ma  Rodomont  e  in  mezzo  lor  fi  jcaglia, 
E  riprende  il  rival  de  la  dimora^ 
Dicendo,  Se  battaglia  pur  far  vuoit 
Finiamla  cominciata  oggifra  not. 

85. 

Facemmo,  comefai,  triegua  con  pat  to 
Di  darfoccorfo  a  la  milizia  noflra : 
Non  debbiamprima,  chejia  quejh  fails 
Incominciare  altra  battaglia,  ogiojlra  : 
Jndi  a  Afarfifa  river ente  in  at  to 
Si  volta,  e  quel  mejjaggio  le  dimojlra  j 
£  leracconta^  come  era  venuto 
A  cbiedtr  lor  per  Agramante  aiuto. 

86. 

Lapriegapoiy  che  le  piaccia,  non  fole 
Lafciar  quella  battaglia^  o  differire  ; 
Ma  che  voglia  in  aiuto  del fighuolo 
Del  Re  Troian  con  efft  lor  venire ; 
Onde  lafamafua  con  maggior  volo 
Pqtrafar  megito  infin'al  cielfalire^ 
Che  per  querela  di  poco  momenta 
Dando  a  tanto  difegno  impedimenta. 

87. 

Marfifa^  cbefu  fempre  dijiofa 
Di  provar  quei  di  Carlo  afpada^  e  a  land  a, 
Ne  Vavea  indotta  a  venire  altra  cofa 
Di  ft  lontana  regione  in  Franc ia, 
Se  non  per  ejfer  certa^  fefamofa 
Lor  nominanza  era  per  vero  o  ciancia\ 
To/fo  d'andar  con  lor  partita  prefey 
Che  d'  Agramante  il  gran  bifogno  intefe. 

88. 

Ruggiero  in  que/ts  mezzo  aveafeguito 
Indarno  Ippalca  per  la  via  del  monte  ; 
E  trovo^giunto  alloco>  che  partita 
Per  altra  via  fen' era  Rodomante: 
E  penfando  che  lungi  non  era  ito, 
E  che'lfentier  tenea  dritto  a  lafonte, 
Trottando  infretta  dietro  gii  venia 
Per  l'ormet  cb'eran  frefche  in  sit  la  via. 

89. 

Volfe^  che  Ippalca  a  Montalban  pigliajje 
J_.a  iia,  ch'una  giornata  era  vicino  ; 
Perche  s'a  lafontana  ritornajje, 
Si  torria  troppo  dal  dritto  cammino  ; 
E  dijje  a  lei^  che  gia  non  dubitaJJ'e, 
Che  non  t'avejfe  a  ncovrar  Frontino  : 
Ben  le  farcbbe  a  MontalbanO)  o  dove 
Ella  fi  trovi,  udlr  tofto  le  nuove. 


84. 

The  breafl-plate,  mail  fo  flout  was  of  thefe  two, 
That  lance  or  fword  can't  thro'   them  make  their 
So  that  they  furious  combat  might  purfue       [way  : 
Throughout  all  that  and  the  enfuing  day  : 
But  Rodomont  himfelf  betwixt  them  threw. 
And  reprehends  his  rival  of  delay  ; 
Saying,  If  fight  ye  'twixt  you  undertake, 
Of  our's  began  to-day,  an  end  let's  make. 

85. 

We  made,  you  know,  truce,  on  condition 
To  give  affiflance  to  our  armament : 
By  no  means  mould,  before  that  this  be  done, 
Begin  another  fight  or  tournament. 
Then  to  Marphife  in  rev 'rent  action 
He  turns,  and  fhows  to  her  the  courier  fent ; 
And,  how  he  came,  he  to  her  does  relate, 
Their  aid  for  Agramante  to  intreat. 

86. 

And  after  begg'd,  'twould  pleafe  her,  not  alone 
Quite  to  forego  this  battle  or  forbear  ; 
But  that  to  the  affiflance  of  the  fon 
Of  King  Trojan  fhe  would  with  them  repair  ; 
Whence  fhe  might  better  raife  her  great  renown 
Up  to  the  heav'ns  with  flight  more  lofty  far, 
Than  for  a  quarrel  of  fuch  little  weight, 
To  be  the  hindrance  of  defign  fo  great. 

87. 

Marphifa,  who  was  ever  emulous 
To  try  the  knights  of  Charles  at  fword  and  lance ; 
Nor  did  aught  elfe,  to  travel  her  induce, 
From  out  a  region  fo  remote  to  France  j 
But  fure  to  know  if  their  fame  valourous 
Was  real  truth,  or  but  a  mere  romance : 
So  fhe  as  foon  to  go  with  them  agreed, 
As  fhe  heard  Agramante's  preffing  need. 

88. 

In  the  mean  time  Ruggier  had  follow'd  oa 
In  vain  Hippalca  by  the  way  o'  th'  mount ; 
And  at  the  place  arriv'd,  found  out  that  gone 
From  thence  by  t'other  road,  was  Rodomont, 
And,  that  he  near  was,  in  opinion ; 
And  kept  the  way  direct  towards  the  font, 
Trotting  in  hurry  great,  he  came  behind, 
By  tracks,  which  frefh  he  in  the  way  did  find. 

89. 

He  wilPd,  Hippalca  take  tow'rds  Montalban 
The  road,  which  was  in  journey  of  a  day  ; 
For,  if  fhe  to  the  font  return'd  again, 
'Twould  lead  her  too  much  out  of  the  right  way  ; 
And  told  her,  fhe  no  doubt  need  entertain, 
But  he  Frontin  again  would  take  away  ; 
And  that,  at  Montalban,  or  wherefoe'er 
She  was,  he'd  caufe  her  foon  the  news  to  hear. 

H  2  po- 
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90. 

E  le  diede  la  /fttera,  che  fcrijjf 
In  Agrifmonte,  che  fe  porto  in  fens  -, 
E  molte  cofe  a  bocca  anco  le  dtjfi, 
E  la  prego,  che  Fefcufa/e  a  picno. 
Ne  la  memoria  Ippalca  il  tutto  ftjje, 
Prefe  licenzin,  e  volto  il  palafreno  ; 
E  r.on  cefso  la  buona  jntj/aggitra, 
Cb'in  Montalbanfi  ritrovo  la  fera. 

91. 

Seguia  Ruggiero  in  fretta  il  Saracino 
P*er  Forme,  ctfapparian  ne  la  via  piana  : 
Ma  non  lo  giunfe  prima,  che  vicino 
Con  Mandricardo  il  vide  a  la  font  ana. 
Gia  promej/o  t'avean,  che  ptr  cammino 
L'un  nonfarebbe  a  faltro  cofajirana  ; 
Ne  fin  cb'al  campo  fefojje  foccorfo, 
A  cut  Carlo  era  apprej/b  a  porre  il  morfo. 

92. 

ftivi  giunto  Ruggier  Frontin  conobbe, 
conobbe  per  lui  chi  addajfo  gli  era  ; 
E  sit  la  lancia  fe  le  fpalle  gobbe, 
E  sfido  r  African  con  voce  altiera. 
Rodomonte  quel  di  fe  piu  che  Gicbbe, 
Poi  che  domib  la  fna  fuperbia  fiera  ; 
E  ri'.uso  la  pugna,  c'avea  ujanza 
Di  fempre  egli  cercar  con  ogni  injlanza. 

.93- 

//  primo  giorno  e  I' ultimo,  cbe  pugna 
Mai  ricufaj/e  il  Re  d'Algier^fu  quejlo  ; 
Ma  tanto  il  defederio,  che  ft  giugna 
In  foccorfo  alfuo  Re,  gli  pare  onejlo  ; 
Cbe  fe  credcjji  aver  Ruggier  ne  I  ugna 
Piu,  che  mai  Icpre  ilpardo  ifnello  epre/Ja, 
Non  fe  vorriafermar  tanto  con  lui, 
Cbefejfe  un  colpo  de  la  fpada  o  dui. 

94. 

jfggiung'i,  cbe  fapea,  ch' era  Ruggiero  \ 
Chefeco  per  Frontin  facea  battagiia, 
Tanto  famofoy  tb'altro  cavalier  o 
Non  e,  ch'a  par  di  lui  in  gloria  faglia  ; 
L'uom  ;  che  bramato  ha  di  faper  per  vero 
Efperimento,  quanta  in  arme  vaglta  ; 
Epurnon  vuolfeco  accettar  I'ir, 
Tanto  FaJJedio  del  fuo  Re  gli  pefa.' 

95- 

Trecento  migiia  farelbe  ito,  e  mille, 
Se  cto  nonfojje,  a  comperar  tallite  .* 
Mafe  Favejjeoggi  sfidsto  Achille, 
Piufatto  ncn  avria  di  quel  ch'udite  : 
Tanto  a  queL panto  fotto  le  faville 
Le  fiamme  avea  del  fuo  furor  fopite.. 
Narra  a  Ruggier  per  che  pugna  rifuti, 
Edams  ilpnega  che  I'irnprefa  aiuti. 


9o. 


And  to  her  gave  the  letter  he  did  write 

In  Agrifmont,  which  in  his  bofom  lay  : 

And  many  things  by  mouth  he  did  indite, 

And  fully  to  excufe  him,  her  does  pray. 

Hippalca  fix'd  all  in  her  mem'ry  right, 

Takes  leave,  and  from  him  turns  her  Heed  away ; 

And  the  good  meflenger  delayed  not, 

Till  flie  that  night  to  Montalban  was  got. 

91. 

Rnggier  purfu'd  the  Pagan  haftily, 
By  footfteps  which  the  open  way  did  {hew  ; 
But  got  not  up  with  him,  until  he  nigh 
With  Mandricard  him  at  the  font  did  view. 
They  promis'd  had,  as  on  the  road  they  hie, 
No  hoftile  aft  they'd  to  each  other  do  ; 
Nor  even  till  they  gave  the  camp  their  aid, 
On  which  now  Charles  the  bit  had  almoft  laid. 

92. 

Hither  when  come,  Ruggier  Frontin  did  know, 
And  by  him,  knew  the  man  did  on  him  ride ; 
And,  o'er  his  lance,  his  fhoulders  bending  low, 
The  African,  with  lofty  voice,  defy'd. 
Rodomont  that  day  did  Job's  felf  outdo, 
Seeing  he  vanquished  his  furious  pride; 
And  he  in  combat  to  engage  refused, 
Which  he  continually  to  feek  was  us'd. 

93-       " 

The  firft  and  laft  time  this,  that  ever  fight 
Refus'd  was  by  the  Monarch  of  Algier  ; 
But  fo  his  wifh,  himfelf  to  re-unite 
To  his  King's  aid,  to  him  did  juft  appear, 
Tho'  Ruggier  in  his  claws  believe  he  might, 
More  than  fwift-fboted  leopard  had  the  hare, 
He  would  not  on  him  fo  long  time  beftow, 
As  with  his  fword  to  make  a  blow  or  two. 

94. 

Add  alfo,  that  he  knew  it  was  Ruggier, 
Who  with  him  for  Frontin  propos'd  the  fight, 
So  famous,  that  no  other  cavalier 
With  him  in  glory  rofe  to  equal  height : 
The  man,  with  whom  he  wifh'd  to  know  by  clear 
Experiment,  how  great  in  arms  his  might : 
Yet  with  him  would  he  not  th'  emprize  eflay  ; 
His  King  befieg'd  did  fo  much  with  him  weigh. 

95- 

He  would  three  hundred  thoufand  miles  have  hied, 
If  matters  were  not  thus,  fuch  fbrife  to.  {hare  : 
But  had  Achilles  him  this  day  defy'd, 
He  would  have  done  no  more,  than  what  you  hear. 
Beneath  the  embers  now,  he  caus'd  fubiide 
So  of  his  fury  vaft,  the  flaming  glare  ; 
He  tells  Ruggier  why  he'd  the  fight  decline  ; 
And  even  prays  him,  he  th'  emprize  would  join. 

96. 


Canto  26. 


ORLANDO    F  U  R  I  O  S  O. 


96. 


Che  facendol fara  quel,  che  far  deve 
Sflfuo  Signer  tin  cavalier  fend? : 
Sempre  che  quejh  aj/edio  pot  ft  /eve 
rfvran  ben  tempo  da  finir  querele. 
Ruggier  rifpofe  a  /«/',  Mi  fara  lieve 
Differir    uefta  pugna  fin^  che  de  It 
Forze  di  Carlo  ft  tragga  dgraminte  : 
Pur  che  mi  rendi  il  mio  Frontino  inante. 

97- 

Se  di  provarti  c'haifatti  gran  fallo^ 
E  fatto  hai  cofa  indegna  ad  uomo  forte 
D 'aver  tolto  a  una  ddnna  il  mio  caval/o, 
Vuoi  ch'io  prolunghi  fin  che  fiamo  in  corte  j 
Lafcia  FrcntinO)  e  nelmio  arbitrio  dallo  : 
Non  penfare  altramente,  ch'io  fopportey 
Che  la  battaglia  qui  tra  noi  nonfegua  j 
O  ch'io  ti  facciajol  d'un  era  triegua. 

<;8. 

Mentre  Ruggiero  a  I' African  domanda 
O  Frontino,  o  battaglia  alhra  allora  ; 
E  quello  in  lungo  e  I'uno  e  faltro  manda  ; 
Ne  vnol  dare  ti  dejlrier  ne  far  dimora  ; 
M.andiicardo  ne  vien  da  un'altra  bandat 
E  mette  in  campo  un'altra  lite  ancora^ 
Poi  che  vede  Ruggifr^  che  per  infegna 
Porta  F angel  che  fopra  gli  altri  regna. 

.99- 

Nel  campo  azur  Taquila  bianco  avea, 
Che  de  Troiani  fu  V infegna  bel/a, 
Perche  Ruggier  Torigine  traea 
DalfortiJJimo  Ettor,  portava  quella. 
Ma  que/lo  Mandricardo  nonfapea, 
Nevuol  patire,  e  grande  ingiuria  appella, 
Che  ne  lo  fcudo  un  altro  ilebbaporre 
L'aquila  bianca  delfamofo  Ettore. 

100. 

Portava  Mandricardo  fimilmente 
L'augel,  che  rapi  in  Ida  Ganimede. 
Come  Ffbbe  quel  <$,  che  fu  vincente 
jQl  cajielperigliofo  per  mercede, 
Credo  vifia  con  faltre  iftorie  a  mente ; 
E  come  quella  Fata  gli  lo  diede 
Con  tutte  le  beli'arme,  che  Vulcano 
Avea  gia  date  al  cavalier  Troiano. 

101. 

Altra  vo/ta  a  battaglia  eranojlati 
Mandricardo^  e  Ruggier  folo  per  quejlo  : 
E  per  che  cafo  f offer  dijhrnati, 
lo  nol  diro,  che  gia  -y'e  manifejh. 
Dopo  non  s'eran  mat  piu  raccozztiti^ 
Se  non  quivi  ora  ;  e  Mandricardo  prtjlo 
Vijlo  lo  fcudo-t  alzo  il  fuperbo  grido 
Minaiciando,  e  a  Ruggier  diffe,  lo  ti  sfido* 


96. 

That,  doing  this,  he'd  do,  as  did  behove 
To  do,  towards  his  Lord,  a  faithful  knight ; 
As  ever  after  they  the  fiege  remove, 
They  will  have  time  enough  to  end  this  fight. 
Ruggier  reply'd,  To  me  'twould  eafy  prove, 
This  combat  to  defer,  till  from  the  might 
Of  Charles  King  Agramante  is  fet  free, 
So  firft  you  my  Frontin  reftore  to  me. 

97- 

If  to  prove  to  you,  you've  bafe  heart  betray 'd, 
And  aft  unworthy  of  brave  man  have  done, 
In  having  ta'en  my  palfrey  from  a  maid, 
You  will,  that  I,  till  w'  are  in  court,  poftpone  j 
Yield  me  Frontin  unto  my  will  convey'd, 
Elfe,  think  not,  'twill  by  me  be  undergone, 
That  fhould  not  follow  betwixt  us  this  fight  j 
Or  that  one  hour  I  truce  with  you  admit. 

98. 

While  of  the  African  demands  Ruggier, 
Or  Frontin,  or  the  fight,  without  delay  : 
And  he  to  longer  time  does  both  defer, 
And  neither  will  reftore  the  horfe,  nor  ftay. 
On  t'other  fide  comes  Mandricardo  there, 
And  in  the  field  new  quarrel  does  difplay, 
On  feeing  Ruggier  bear  for  his  device 
The  bird  that  o'er  the  reft  the  fov'reign  is. 

99. 

An  eagle  white  he  bore  in  a  field  blue, 
Which  of  the  Trojans  was  the  enfign  fair : 
This,  as  his  origin  Ruggiero  drew 
From  the  moft  valiant  Heftor,  he  did  bear  ; 
But  of  this  nothing  Mandricardo  knew, 
Nor  will  permit,  and  does  great  wrong  declare, 
That  in  his  ftrield  another  dar'd  to  place 
The  eagle  white,  that  Trojan  Heftor's  was-. 

100.  • 

In  the  like  manner  carried  Mandricard 
The  bird  that  Ganymede  to  Ida  bore  ; 
As  this  he  had  that  day  for  a  reward, 
When  at  the  dang'rous  caftle  conqueror. 
This  ftory,  'mongft  the  reft,  I  think  you've  heard  \ 
And  how  the  fairy  put  it  in  his  pow'r 
With  all  the  armour  fine,  which  long  ago- 
Vulcan  did  on  the  Trojan  knight  beftow. 

101. 

Ruggier  and  Mandricard  in  combat  were 
Engag'd  a  former  time  for  this  alone  ; 
And  by  what  chance  they  did  fuch  fight  forbear, 
I  will  not  tell,  as  'tis  already  fhown. 
After,  they  came  no  more  each  other  near, 
Save  juft  now  here  ;  and  Mandricard,  as  foon. 
As  he  the  fhield  efpy'd,  rais'd  haughty  cry, 
Threat'uing  Ruggier,  and  faid,  I  thee  defy. 
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102. 


102. 


Tu  lamia  infegna  temerarioporti: 
Ne  quejto  e  il  primo  di^  ch'io  te  Fho  detto  : 
£  credi  pazzo  ancor,  ch'io  tel  comporti 
Per  unavclta^  ch'io  t'ebbi  rifpetto? 
Mapoi,  che  ne  minaccie^ne  conforti 
Ti  pan  quejlafollia  levar  delpetto\ 
77  moftreroi  quanta  miglior  partita 
T'era  d'avermifubito  ubbidito. 

103. 

Come  ben  rifcaldato  arido  legno 
A  picciol  fojfio  fubito  s'accende  : 
Cofi  s'awuampa  dl  Ruggier  lo  fdegno 
Al  primo  motto  ,  che  di  quejlo  intende. 
Ti  penfe,  dij/e,  farmijtare  alfegno, 
Per  che  queft'altro  ancor  meco  contende  ; 
Ma  mo/trerotti)  ch'io  fen  buonper  torre 
Front  i  no  a  /«;',  lofcudo  a  te  d'Ettorre. 

104. 

Unaltra  volt  a  pur  -per  quejlo  venni 
Teco  a  battaglia^  e  non  e  gran  tempo  anco. 
Ma  a"ucciderti  allora  mi  contennit 
Per  che  tu  non  avevifpada  al  fiance. 

f'tejii  fatti  faran,  quelli  fur  cenni9 
malfara  per  te  quel  augel  bianco, 
Cljantica  infegna  ejlata  di  mia  gente  ; 
Tu  te  Fufurpi  ;  io'lporto  giujiamente. 

105. 

An-u  t'ufurpi  tu  I'  infegna  mia, 
Rifpofe  Mandricardo,  e  trajje  ilbrando'% 
QueilO)  che  poco  innanziper  Jollia 
jfvea  gittato  a  laforejla  Orlando. 
11  buon  Ruggier  i  che  di  fua  cartejia 
Non  puo  nonfempre  ricordarfi  ;  quando 
VidellPagan^  c'avea  tratta  la  jpada, 
Lafcio  coder  la  lancia  ne  lajlrada. 

106. 

E  tut  to  a  un  tempo  Balifardajlringe, 
La  buona  fpada^  e  me'  lofcudo  imbraccia  : 
Ma  ?  Africano  In  mezzo  il  dejlrier  fpinge 
E  Marfifa  con  lui  pre/ia  ft  caccia  : 
E  Funoquejfa,  e  I'altro  quel  refpinge, 
E  pregano  ambedui,  che  nonjifaccia  : 
Rodomonte  Ji  dual,  che  rctto  il  pat  to 
Due  volte  ha  Mandricardo^  chefufatto. 

107. 

Prima  credendo  d'acquiftar  Marfifa 
Fermato  iera  afar  pi  it  d'una  giojlra  : 
Or  per  privar  Ruggier  d'una  divifa 
Di  curar  poco  il  Re  Agramante  moftra, 
Se  pur^  dicea?  del  fare  a  quejta  guifay 
Finiamprima  tra  nci  la  lite  nojira^ 
Conveniently  e  piu  deiita  ajfai^ 
Ch'akuna  di  quejl'altre,  che  prefe  hai. 


My  enfign  you,  rafh  man,  to  carry  dare  ; 

Nor  this  the  firft  day  is,  1  fo  have  faid  : 

And  think'ft  thou  ftill,  thou  fool,  that  this  I'll  bear, 

Becaufe  that  once  refpeft  for  you  I  had  ? 

But  fince  nor  threats,  nor  counfels,  able  are, 

From  out  your  breaft  to  drive  fuch  thought  fa  mad, 

I'll  lho\v  to  you  how  much  a  better  way 

It  for  you  was,  me  quickly  to  obey. 

103. 

As  the  dry  wood,  much  heated  by  the  fire, 
At  a  fmall  blaft,  foon  burfts  into  a  blaze, 
So  of  Ruggier  enflamed  was  the  ire, 
At  the  firft  word  of  fuch  fort,  t'other  fays  t 
To  fight  me,  faid  he,  do  you  now  afpire, 
'Caufe  this  man  now  difpute  with  me  does  raife  ; 
But,  that  I  able  am,  to  you  I'll  fhew,  [you- 

Frontin  to  take  from  him,  and  Hector's  fliield  from 

104. 

I  once  before,  this  'gainft  you  to  maintain, 
Not  long  ago,  with  you  the  combat  try'd  ; 
But  did  from  killing  you  myfelf  reftrain, 
Becaufe  you  had  no  fword  upon  your  fide. 
The  laft  fhall  be,  the  firft  was  fignal  plain. 
And  the  white  eagle  you  (hall  ill  betide, 
Which  of  my  race  is  the  antique  defign  ; 
*Tis  you  ufurp  it,  but  'tis  juftly  mine. 

105. 

You  rather  fhield  ufurp  belongs  to  me, 
Mandricard  anfwer'd,  and  his  blade  he  drew ; 
That  which  Orlando,  in  his  phrenefey, 
Some  fmall  time  paft,  about  the  foreft  threw. 
The  brave  Ruggier,  who  of  his  courtefy 
Could  ne'er  unmindful  be,  when  he  did  view 
The  Pagan  with  his  naked  fword  advance, 
In  the  highway  lets  tumble  down  his  lance. 

106. 

At  the  fame  time  he  Balifarda  drew, 
That  trufty  fword,  and  fix'd  his  fhield  more  faft  ; 
But  th'  African  on  horfe-back  'twixt  them  flew, 
And  with  him  forward  preft  Marphife  in  hafte ; 
And  off,  (he  one,  t'other,  the  other  threw, 
And  both  intreated,  their  feuds  might  not  laft. 
Rodomont  grieves,  that  Mandricard  broke  thro' 
The  contract  twice,  that  was  betwixt  them  two. 

107. 

Firft,  he  believing  he  could  gain  Marphife, 
Stopt  in  that  place  more  than  one  tilt  to  run, 
Now  to  deprive  Ruggier  of  a  device, 
But  fmall  regard  for  Agramant  was  fhown. 
If  we  muft  act,  faid  he,  in  fuch  a  guife, 
Firft  let  us  end  the  ftrife  'twixt  us  begun  ; 
More  fuitable  it  is,  by  much  more  due, 
Than  any  of  the  others  you  purfue. 

108. 


Canto  26.  O  R  L  A  N  D 

rot. 

Cin  tal  condizionfu  JJabilita 
La  trlegua,  e  qucfto  accordo  ch'efra  nui  : 
Come  la  pugna  teco  avro  finlta 
Pol  del  de/irier  rijpondeto  a  coftul. 
Tu  del  tuo  f^ud«  rlmancndo  in  vita 
La  lite  avral  da  ter  minor  con  lui  ; 
Ma  ti  daro  da  far  tanto,  mifpero, 
Che  non  n'avanzera  troppo  a  Ruggiero. 

ICQ. 

La  parie,  che  ti  penjl,  nan  n  avral, 
Rifpofe  Mandrlcardo  a  Rodomonte. 
lo  te  ne  daro  piu,  che  non  vorral, 
£  tifarofudar  delpie'a  lafronte  : 
£  me  ne  rimarra  per  darne  ajfei. 
Come  nan  manca  mat  I'acqua  del  fontt, 
Ed  a  Ruggiero,  ed  a  mill  a  Itri  fee  o, 
£  a  tut  to  II  mondo,  che  la  voglia  meco. 

1 10. 

Moltiplicavan  I' ire  e  le  parole 
Ruanda  da  quejioy  e  quando  da  qttel  lato. 
Con  Rodomonte,  e  con  Ruggier  la  vuole 
Tut  to  in  un  tempo  Mandrlcardo  Irato. 
Ruggier,  ch'oltraggio  fopportar  non  fuolf^ 
Non  iiuol  piu  accordo,  anzi  litigio,  e  piato  : 
Aiarfifa  or  va  da  quejfo,  or  da  quel  canto 
Per  nparar  j  ma  nonpuofola  tanto. 

III. 

Come  ilvillan,fefuor  per  faltefponde 
Trapcla  llfiume,  e  cerca  nuovajlrada  ; 
Frettolofo  a  vietar,  che  nan  affonde 
I  verdi  pafchi,  e  la  fperata  biada  ; 
Chiude  una  viay  ed  un'a/tra,  efe  confondet 
Che  fe  ripara  quinci  che  non  cada, 
£>uindi  vede  lajjar  gli  argini  molli, 
E  fuor  Facquafpiccar  con  piu  rampeiii* 

112. 

Cofi  mentre  Ruggiero^  e  Mandrlcardo^ 
E  Rodcmtntefon  tutii  fozzopra, 
Ch'og  nun  vuol  dlmojlrarjl  piu  gagliardoy 
Ed  a  I  compagni  rlmaner  di  fopra  ; 
Marfifa  ad  acchetarli  avea  rlguardo, 
£  s'ajfatica,  e  perde  II  tempo,  e  foprat 
Che  come  ne  fpi.ca  uno,  e  lo  ritlra^ 
Gli  altri  duo  rijalir  vede  co-ti  Ira. 

TI3- 

Marfifa,  che  vole 'a  por gli  d'a:ccrdo, 

Di  ea,  Signori,  udlte.  ii  mio  cwf.glio  : 

Differ  ire  ogni  lite  e  Luon  ricwdo 

Fin,  cb' j4grama?<tefia  fu~,r  diptriglio: 

S'ognun  vuole  al  fuo  futt'  tJJ'fe  ingordoy 

Anctflo  con  Ma><<!ricardo  m   rtpiglif^ 

E  vo  vedere  a  I  fin  fs  guxdagr.arme, 

Come  egli  ha  detto^  e  buonperforza  sCarme. 
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108. 

The  truce  was  fix'd  on  this  condition, 
And  the  agreement  made  'twixt  you  and  I  : 
When  I  with  you  the  battle  fhall  have  done, 
Touching  the  fteed,  to  him  I  will  reply. 
If  you  remain  alive,  the  ftrife  begun 
About  the  {hi eld,  you  then  may  fatisfy :    ' 
But  I  have  hope,  I  fhall  employ  you  fo, 
As  not  to  leave  Ruggier  too  much  to  do. 

109. 

The  party  which  you  wifh,  you  fhan't  obtain, 
Mandricard  anfw'ring,  faid  to  Rodomont ; 
I'll  give  you  more,  than  you  defire  to  gain  ; 
And  I  will  make  you  fweat  from  foot  to  front ; 
And  ft  ill  enough  for  me  to  give  retain, 
As  the  ftream's  ne'er  deficient  from  the  font, 
Both  to  Ruggier,  and  thoufands,  fhould  they  join, 
And  the  whole  world,  fhould  they  to  deal  with  me 

no.  [incline. 

Their  anger  and  their  words  they  multiply, 
Sometimes  on  this,  fometimes  on  t'other  fide  : 
With  Rod'mont  and  Ruggier  unitedly, 
There  Mandricard  in  fury  would  have  try'd  : 
Ruggier,  unus'd  to  fuffer  injury, 
Rather  feeks  ftrife,  nor  will  accord  abide- 
Marphifa  this  way  now,  now  that,  does  run, 
To  make  all  up,  but  can't  fo  much  alone. 

in. 

As  country  hind,  if  thro'  the  lofty  mound 
The  river  creeps,  and  fearches  out  new  way, 
Hafty  to  hinder,  left  may  now  be  drown'd 
The  verdant  pafture,  hop'd-fbr  corn  and  hay, 
Shuts  ev'ry  pafs,  and  does  himfelf  confound  ; 
For,  if  he  fence  makes  here,  not  to  decay, 
There  the  wet  banks  he  failing  does  perceive, 
And  the  waves  thro'  by  many  branches  drive. 

I  12. 

Juft  fo,  mean  time  Ruggier,  and  Mandricard, 

And  Rod'mont,  all  are  in  confufion, 

That  each  to  fhow  himfelf  more  ftout,  ftrives  hard, 

And  fet  himfelf  'bove  his  companion  : 

To  quiet  them  Marphifa  has  regard, 

And  toils  and  lofes  time  and  action  : 

For,  as  fhe  pufhes  one,  makes  one  retire, 

The  other  two  fhe  fees  rufh  on  with  ire. 

IJ3- 

Marphife  to  reconcile  them  who  inclin'd, 
Said,  Lords,  unto  my  counfel  lend  an  ear  ; 
Strifes  to  defer,  'tis  juft  ye  to  remind, 
Till  Aaramante  is  from  danger  clear  : 
If  each  for  feat  fo  greedy  has  his  mind, 
I  too  v/ith  Mandricard  refume  my  fhare  . 
And  I  will  fee  at  laft,  if  me  to  gain, 
He  has  fuch  force  in  arms,  as  he'd  maintain. 

114. 
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114- 

Mafefi  d~e  foccorrere  Agramante  j 
Soccorrafi,  e  tra  not  nonji contenda  : 
Per  me  non  fijlara  bandar  e  inante 
Dijfe  Ruggier,  pur  che' I  dejlrier  Ji  renda  : 
O  che  mi  dia  il  cavallo  ;  afar  di  tante 
Una  parola  ;  o  che  da  me  il  difenda. 
O  che  qui  morto  ho  da  rejlare  ;  o  ch'io 
In  campo  ho  da  tornar  su'l  dejtrier  mio. 

115. 

Rijpofe  Rodomonte  ;   Ottener  quefto 
Non  fia  cofi,  come  quell' altro,  lieve  : 
E  fcguito  dicendo  ;   lo  ti  protefto, 
Che  s'akun  danno  il  nojiro  Re  riceve, 
Fia  per  tua  colpa,  ch'io  per  me  non  rejlo 
Difare  a  tempo  quel,  che  far  ft  deve  : 
Ruggier  o  a  quel  protefto  poco  bada  ; 
Majlretto  dal  furor  Jtringe  lafpada. 

116. 

Al  Re  d"  Algier9  come  cingbial  ft  fcaglia^ 
E  I'urta  con  lofcudo,  e  con  la  fpalla^ 
E  in  modo  lo  difordina,  ejbaraglia, 
Che  fa  che  d'unajlaffa  ilpu  gli  falla, 
Mandricardo  gli  grida  :  O  la  battaglia 
Differifci  Ruggiero,  o  mecofalla  ; 
E  crudele,  efellon  piu  che  maifojfe 
Ruggier  sit  I'elmo  in  quefto  dir  percojfe. 

117. 

Fin  siS I  collo  al  dejlrier  Ruggier  s'inchitia ; 
Ne  quando  volfe,  rilevar  ft  puote ; 
Perche  gli '  fopraggiunge  la  ruina 
Delfiglio  d'Ulien,  che  lo  percuote. 
Se  non  era  di  tempra  adamantina 
Fejjo  I'elmo  gli  avria  fin  tra  le  gate  : 
Apre  Ruggier  le  mani  per  I'ambafda, 
E  I'una  ilfreny  I'altra  la  fpada  lafcia. 

Se  lo  porta  il  dejlrier  per  la  campagna, 
Dietro  gli  rejla  in  terra  Balifarda. 
Marfifa,  che  queldifatta  compagna 
Segti  era  d'arme,  par  ch'avvampi,  ed  ardat 
Che  folo  fra  que'duo  coji  rimagna  ; 
E  come  era  magnanima,  e  gapliarda 
Si  drizza  a  Mandricardo ;  e  colpotere 
C'avea  maggior  fcpra  la  tejla  ilfere. 

119. 

Rodomonte  a  Ruggier  dietro  ft  fpinge  ; 
Vinto  ^  Frontin,  s'un'altra  gli  n'appicca. 
Ma  Ricciardetto  con  1/ivian  ft  ftringe, 
E  tra  Ruggier  o  e'l  Saracinfi  fcca. 
L"uno  urta  Rodomonte,  e  lo  rifpinge, 
E  da  Ruggier  per  for  za  lo  dtfpicca  ; 
L  altro  la  fpada  fua,  che  fu  L'iviano, 
Pone  a  Ruggier  gia  rifentito  in  mono. 


114. 

But,  if  we  Agramante  muft 

Let  us  affift  him,  and  not  'twixt  us  fhive. 

Our  going  forward  I  will  not  refift, 

Ruggier  reply'd,  fo  me  my  horfe  you  give  : 

One  word  for  all,  I  or  to  have  iniift 

My  horfe,  or  me  he  fhall  of  it  deprive  : 

Or  that  I  here  flay  dead  upon  the  plain, 

Or  to  the  camp  on  my  own  horfe  return  again. 

115. 

Rodomont  anfwer'd  him,  This  to  obtain, 
By  no  means  is,  as  t'other  matter  flight ; 
And  then  purfu'd,  declaring,  I  maintain, 
If  any  damage  on  our  King  fhould  light, 
'Tis  by  your  fault,  thro'  me  it  don't  remain, 
That  in  fit  time  we  don't  do  what  is  right. 
Ruggier  at  this  protefl  but  little  flay'd, 
But,  prefs'd  by  fudden  fury,  drew  his  blade. 

ir  6. 

To  Algier's  King  he  brufh'd  up  like  a  boar, 
And  with  his  fhield  and  fhoulders  him  did  fhove, 
And  fo  embarrafs'd  him,  and  prefs'd  fo  fore, 
That  he  one  foot  from  out  the  ftirrup  drove. 
Forbear  this  combat,  Mandricard  did  roar, 
Ruggier,  or  elfe  with  me  you  it  fhall  prove  : 
And,  raging  more  than  ever,  as  he  fpoke, 
Dafh'd  on  Ruggiero's  helmet  a  fell  flroke. 

117. 

Ruggier  does  to  his  horfe's  neck  decline, 
Nor,  when  he  flrove,  could  raife  himfelf  again, 
As  over  him  the  ruin  flill  does  join 
Of  Ulien's  fon,  who  pounds  on  him  amain. 
Were  not  of  temper  form'd  adamantine 
His  helm,  t'  his  cheek  it  he  had  cleft  in  twain. 
Ruggier  his  hands  wide  open  cafls,  thro'  woe, 
And  one  his  bit,  t'other  his  fword  lets  go. 

118. 

His  palfrey  o'er  the  plain  off  with  him  run, 
Behind  on  earth  did  Balifarda  lie  : 
Marphife,  who  that  day  his  companion 
In  arms  was  made,  feems  with  rage  blazing  high, 
That  'twixt  them  two  he  had  remain'd  alone, 
And  as  flie  courage  had  and  bravery, 
She  drove  at  Mandricard,  and  him  did  fmite 
Upon  the  head,  with  all  her  utmofl  might. 

119. 

Rodomont  fiercely  did  Ruggier  purfue  : 
Frontin's  loft,  were  another  ftroke  apply'd  : 
But  Vivian  there,  and  Ricciardetto  flew, 
And  'twixt  the  Saracin  and  Ruggier  hied  : 
The  one  pufh'd  Rodomont,  and  backward  threw, 
And  from  Ruggier  did  him  by  force  divide ; 
The  other,  who  was  Vivian,  his  own  blade, 
To  now  recover'd  Ruggier's  hand  convey'd. 

120. 
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120. 

Toflo  che' I  buon  Ruggiero  infe  ritorna, 
E  chs  Vivian  la  spada  gli  apprefenta, 
A  vendicar  lingiuria  non  foggiorna, 
E  verfo  il  Re  d*Algier  ratio  s'avvenia, 
Come  il  leon,  che  tolto  su  le  corna 
Dal  buejiajlato,  e  che' I  dolor  nonfenta, 
&  fdegno,  ed  ira,  ed  impeto  Vaffretta, 
Stimula,  e  sferza  a  far  lafua  vendetta. 

121. 

Ruggier  su'l  capo  al  Saracin  tempefta  : 
E  fe  lafpadafuaji  ritrovajje  ,- 
Che,  come  ho  detto,  al  cominciar  di  quefta, 
Pugna,  di  man  gran  fellonia  gli  trajje  ; 
Mi  credo,  eft  h  difendere  la  tejla 
Di  Rodomont  e  I'elmo  non  bajlaffe, 
Lelmo,  chefece  il  Re  far  di  Babelle, 
^uando  muover  penso  guerra  allejtelle. 

122. 

La  Difcordia  credendo  non  potere 
Altro  effer  quivi,  che  contefe  e  riffe ; 
Pfe  vl  doveffe  mat  piu  hiogo  avere 

0  pace  o  triegua,  a  la  for  ell  a  diffe  ; 
C'  omai  ficuramente  a  rivedere 

1  monachetti  fuoi  feco  veniffe. 

Lafciamle  andare ;  eftiam  noi  dove  in  fr*nte 
Ruggier  aveaferito  Rodomont  e. 

123. 

Fu  il  colpo  di  Ruggier,  dijl  gran  f orza, 
Chefece  in  su  la  grappa  di  Front  ino 
Pcrcuoter  I'elmo,  e  quella  durafcorza, 
Di  c'  avea  armato  il  doffo  il  Saracino ; 
E  lui  tre  volte,  e  quattro  a  pvggia  e  ad  orza 
Pie  gar  per  gire  in  terra  a  capo  chino  : 
E  la  fpada  egli  ancora  avria  perduta, 
Se  legata  a  la  man  non  foj/efuta. 

124. 

Avea  Marfifa  ci  Mandricardo  intanto 
Fattofudarlafrontc,  il  vifo,  e  il  petto, 
Ed  egli  aveya  h  lei  fat  to  alt  ret  t  ant  o: 
Maji  1'ujbergo  d'ambi  era  perfetto, 
Che  mai  potcr  falfarlo  in  neffun  canto  ; 
E  ftati  eranfin  qiit  pari  in  effetto  ; 
Ma  in  un  voliar,  che  fece  il  fuo  deftriero, 
Bifogno  ebbe  Marfifa  di  Ruggiero. 

125- 

//  dejlrier  di  Marfifa  in  un  voltarfi 
Che  fece  ftretto,  ov'  era  molle  il  prato, 
Sdruccislo  in  gi'ifa,  che  non  pote  aitarjl 
Di  non  tittto  cader  su'l  deft ro  lato  ; 
E  net  volere  in  fret  t  a  rHevarJi 
Da  Brlgliadcr  fit  pel  traverfo  urtato, 
Con  che  il  Pagan  poco  cortcfe  venne 
Si,  che  cader  di  nuovo  gli  convenne. 
VOL.   II. 


When  brave  Ruggier  did  to  himfclf  return, 
And  that  the  fword  Vivian  did  to  him.  give, 
He  did  not  tarry  to  revenge  the  fcorn, 
But,  at  the  King  of  Algiers  quick  did  drive : 
Juft  as  the  lion,  who,  by  the.  bull's  horn 
Has  taken  been,  does  yet  no  pain  perceive ; 
Being  fo  hurry'd  by  difdain  and  rage, 
Which  prefs  him,  in  his  vengeance,  to  engage. 

121. 

Ruggier  with  fury  on  the  Pagan  laid, 
And,  his  own  weapon  had  he  found  again, 
Which,  when  this  fight  commenc'd,  as  I  have  faiJ, 
Was,  from  his  hand,  by  bafeft  treach'ry  ta'en ; 
I  fancy,  for  protection,  of  his  head, 
The  helm  of  Rodomont  had  proved  vain ; 
The  helm,  the  King  of  Babel  caus'd  be  torm'd, 
What  time  with  war  he  would  theftars  have  Itorm'J. 

122. 

Difcord,  believing  this  place  could  produce 
Nought  but  contention,  {trife  continued, 
And  that  not  any  room  for  peace  or  truce 
Could  there  be  found,  thus  to  her  fifter  laid  j 
That  {he  her  company  with  her  did  chufe, 
As  now  her  monks  might  fafe  be  vifited : 
Let  them  depart,  and  let  us  flay,  in  front, 
Where  now  Ruggiero  had  {truck  Rodomont. 

123. 

Ruggier's  flroke  was  with  fo  great  force  apply'd. 
It  made  him  on  the  crupper  of  Frontin 
His  helmet  ftrike ;  and  that  hard  fcaly  hide 
With  which  had'  arm'd  his  back  the  Saracin ; 
And  three  or  four  times  reeling  to  each  fide. 
To  fall  on  earth  his  head  did  down  incline ; 
And  he  his  fword  had  alfo  dropt  to  ground, 
If,  to  his  hand,  it  had  not  been  fair,  bound. 

124. 

Mean  time,  of  Mandricardo  did  bedew, 
Marphife,  the  forehead,  face,  and  breaft,  with  fweat ; 
And  he  as  much  for  her  did  alfo  do : 
But,  of  them  both,  the  mail  was  fo  compleat, 
On  ev'ry  fide,  it  could  not  but  be  true ; 
And  they,  in  aftion,  equal  were  as  yet : 
But,  in  a  fudden  turn,  which  by  her  {teed 
Was  made,  Marphifa  of  Ruggier  had  need. 

^S- 

Marphifa's  palfrey,  in  a  turn  he  made. 
Which  was  too  fhort,  where  ilipp'ry  was  the  piji.q. 
Stumbled  fuch  way,  himfelf  he  could  not  a:. I, 
But,  on  his  right  flank  he  was  \vholiy  lui.: : 
And,  as  in  hafte  to  get  up  {he  eiiay'd, 
By  Brigliador  me  was  pufli'd  back  again ; 
With  whom  advanc'J,  final  1  courtefy  did  fnew. 
The  Pagan,  fo  that  ihe  muft  fall  anew. 
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126. 


Ruggier,  che  la  donzella  %  mal  partito 
Vide  giacer;  non  differi  ilfoccorfo 
Or  che  fagio  riavea,  poi  chejlordito 
Dafe  Ionian  quell'  altro  era  trafcorfo. 
Feri  su  1'elmo  il  Tartaro  ;  e  partita 
Quel  cclpo  gli  avria  il  capo,  come  un  torfo^ 
Se  Ruggier  Balifania  aveffe  awita, 
0  Mandricardo  in  capo  altra  barbuta. 

127. 

11  Re  d'AIgier,  che  fi  rifente  in  quejlo, 
Si  volge  intorno,  e  Ricciardetto  vede, 
Efiricorda,  che  gli  fu  molejlo 
Dianzi  quando  foccorfo  a  Ruggier  diede': 
A  luifi  cirizza,  efariajhito  prejio 
A  darli  del  ben  fare  aspra  mercede ; 
Se  con  grande  arte,  e  nuovo  incanto  tofto 
Nonfe  glifo/e  Malagigi  oppoflo. 

128. 

Malagigi,  che  fa  d'ogni  malia 
Shiel,  che  ne  fappia  alcun  mago  eccellente, 
Ancor,  che' I  libro  fuo  feco  non  fia  ; 
Con  chefermare  il  Sole  era  pojjentej 
Pur  lafcongiurazione;  onde  folia 
Commandare  a  i  demoni,  aveva  a  tnente : 
Tofto  in  corpo  al  ronzino  un  ne  conjlringc 
Di  Doralice,  ed  in  fur  or  lo  spinge. 

129. 

.AW  manfueto  Ubinc,  che  su'l  do/o 
Avea  lajiglia  de'l  Re  Stordilano, 
Fece  entrar  un  de  gli  Angel  di  Minojffb 
Sol  con  parole  il  frate  di  Viviano  ; 
E  quel,  che  dianzi  mat  non  3>era  mojjb, 
Se  non,  quanto  ubbidito  avea  a  la  manoj 
Or  dimprovifo  spicco  in  aria  unfalto, 
Che  t  rent  a  pic'fu  lungo,  e  fedici  alto. 

130. 

Fu  grande  ilfaltos  non  pero  di  forte, 
Che  ne  dovejje  alcun  perder  la  fella: 
Qitandofi  vide  in  alto  grido  forte, 
Che  Ji  tenne  per  morta  la  donzella. 
Qiiel  ronzin  /  come  il  diavol  fe  lo  porte, 
Dopo  un  gran  fait o  fe  ne  va  con  quell  a, 
Che  pur  grida  foccorfo,  in  tantafretta, 
Che  non  Tavrebbe  giunto  unafaetta. 

131. 

Da  la  battaglia  Ujtglio  d'Ulieno 
Si  levo  al  primo  fuon  di  quella  voce ; 
£  dove  furiava  il  palafreno 
Per  la  donna  aiutar,  rfando  veloce ; 
Mandricardo  di  lui  nonfece  meno; 
Ne  piu  h  Ruggier,  ne  piu  h  Marfifa  noce, 
Ma  fcnza  chieder  kro  o  pact,  o  tregue, 
E  Rodomonte,  e  Doralice  figue. 


Ruggier,  who  did  perceive  in  evil  plight 
The  damfel  lie,  did  not  his  help  delay ; 
Now  having  leifure,  feeing  ftunn'd  outright 
This  other' was^  and  from  him  far  away, 
Smote  on  the  Tartar's  helmet,  and  had  Iplit 
His  head  this  blow,  as  one  would  cut  a  fpray, 
If  now  Ruggier  had  had  his  Balifard, 
'Or  other  helm  been  wore  by  Mandricard. 

127. 

The  Algier  King,  by  this,  return'd  to  fenfe 
Himfelf  wheels  round,  and  Ricciardet  furvey'd; 
And  recollects,  'twas  he  gave  him  offence 
Before,  when  he  fupply'd  Ruggier  with  aid : 
He  drives  at  him ;  and  fwift,  with  rage  intenfe, 
Severe  reward  for  this  good  aft  had  paid, 
If,  with  great  art  and  quick,  new  forcery, 
'  He  had  not  been  by  Malagige  put  by. 

128. 

Malagige,  who  had  ev'ry  fcience  got, 
Which  excellent  magician  e'er  did  know, 
Altho'  he  then  with  him  his  book  had  not, 
Which  could  conftrain  the  fun  his  courfe  forego  ; 
The  conjuration  yet  had  not  forgot, 
With  which  he  us'd  to  rule  the  fprights  below  ; 
Sent  fudden  one  of  them  into  the  horfe 
Of  Doralice,  and  him  did  into  madnefs  force. 

129. 

Into  the  quiet  palfrey,  who,  on's  back, 
Did  bear  the  daughter  of  King  Stordilan, 
Caus'd  an  infernal  fpirit  entrance  make, 
With  word  alone,  the  brother  of  Vivian; 
And  he,  who  ne'er  before  a  flep  would  take, 
Except  'twere  in  obedience  to  the  rein, 
Now,  of  a  fudden,  made  a  leap  to  th'  fky, 
Which  thirty  foot  was  long,  and  fixteen  high. 

130. 

The  leap  was  of  fuch  fort,  however  vaft, 
That,  from  her  feat  to  fall  fhe  had  no  need, 
When  the  maid  faw  fhe  fo  aloft  was  cafr, 
She  cry'd  aloud,  and  thought  fhe  mufl:  be  dead : 
This  wretched  horfe,  by  the  fpright  now  pofTefl, 
Away  with  her,  flill  calling  out  for  aid ; 
High  leaping,  hurry'd  off,  in  hafte  fo  great ; 
An  arrow  could  not  fly  at  fwifter  rate. 

13I- 

From  the  encounter  Ulieno's  fon, 
At  the  firft  hearing  of  her  voice,  withdrew, 
And,  where  the  palfrey  furioufly  drove  on, 
.  To  give  the  dam  lei  fuccour  fwiftly  flew ; 
The  fame  by  Mandricard  was  alfo  done, 
Who  Ruggier  nor  Marphife  ftrives  harm  to  d^b, 
But,  without  afking  either  peace  or  truce, 
He  Rodomont  and  Dorajice  purfues. 


Canto  26. 
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132. 


Marfifa  infants  fi  levo  di  terra, 
E  tutta  ardendo  di  difdegno  e  d'ira 
Credeji  far  lafua  vendetta  cd  erra, 
Che  troppo  lungi  il  fuo  nimico  mira. 
Ruggier,  c'aver  talfn  vede  la  gucrra> 
Ruggc,  come  un  /eon,  non  che  fospira. 
Ben  fauna,  che  Frontino,  e  Brigliadoro 
C lunger  non  ponno  co  i  cavalli  loro. 

*33- 

Ruggler  ncn  vuol  cejjar  Jin,  che  decifa 
Col  Re  d'sllgier  non  I'abbia  del  cavallo: 
Non  vuol  yule  tar  il  Tartaro  Marfifa, 
Che  provato  a  fuo  fenno  anco  non  halh. 
Lafciar  la  fit  a  qucrela  a  qiiejla  guifa 
Parrebbe  a  I'uno,  e  a  I'a/tro  troppo  f alia, 
Di  comune  parer  difegnofajft 
Di  chi  offeji  gli  aveafeguire  i  pajfi. 

134. 

Nel  campo  Saracin  li  troveranno, 
£>uando  non  pojjan  ritrovarli  prima, 
Che  per  Icvar  l'a//l'dio  iti  faranno 
Prima,  che'l  Re  di  Francia  il  tutto  opprima. 
Cofi  dirittamcnte  fe  ne  vanno, 
Dove  avcrli  u  man  falva  fannojlima : 
Gia  non  ando  Ruggier  coji  di  botto  ; 
Che  nonfacej/e  a  i  fun  compagni  motto. 

«3ft 

Ruggier  fe  tie  ritorna,  ove  in  disparts 
Era  il  frqtel  de  lafua  donna  bclla ; 
E  fe  gli  proferifce  in  ogni  parte 
Amico  per  For  tun  a  e  buona,  e  fella, 
Indi  lo  priega ;  e  lo  fa  con  bella  artet 
Chefaluti  in  fuo  name  laforelfa; 
E  quejlo  cofi  ben  gli  venne  dttto, 
Che  ne  a  lui  die\  ne  a  gli  altri  alcv.n  fo 

136. 

E  da  lui,  da  Vivian,  da  Malagigi, 
Dalfcrito  Aldigier  tolfc  commiato  : 
Si  proferiro  anch'effi  a  lifervigi 
Di  lui  debitor  fempre  in  ogni  lato. 
Marfifa  aveafe  il  cor  d'ire  a  Parigi, 
Che' I  faint ar  gli  amid  aveafcordato : 
Ma  Malagigi  ando  tanto,  e  l'~iviano, 
Che  pur  lafalutaron  di  loiitano. 

J37. 

E  coft  Ricciardetto  :  ma  Aldigiero 
dace,  e  convien  c he  fuo  mal  grado  rejli. 
Verfo  Parigi  avean  prefo  il  fcntiero 
Quelli  duo  prima,  ed  cr  lo  piglian  qucfti. 
Dirvi,  Signer,  ne  I'altro  canto  fpero 
Miracoloft,  e  fopra-wnani  gefti, 
Che  con  danno  de  gli  uomini  di  Carlo 
jiinbc  le  coppie  fcr,  di  ch'io  vi  parlo. 


132. 

Mean  time,  from  earth  did  raife  herfelf  Marphife, 
And,  with  difdain  and  rage  all  burning  o'er, 
Thinks  to  revenge  herfelf;  bm  baulked  i>, 
Seeing  her  foe  got  too  far  from  her  pow'r : 
Ruggier,  who  of  the  fight  this  iflbe  fpicr, 
Not  only  figh'd,  but  did  like  lion  roar  ; 
Well  knowing  that  they  had  no  pow'r  to  join. 
With  their  own  fteeds,  Brigliador  and  Frontme. 

Ruggier  won't  reft,  till  he  the  enterprise 
With  Algiers'  King,  about  the  horfe,  decide  ; 
.Nor  from  the  Tartar  will  recede  Marphife, 
Till,  to  her  mind  fhe  has  his  prowefs  try'd  : 
To  break  off  from  their  quarrel  in  fuch  guifc, 
Each  thought  to  their  difgrace  might  be  apply 'd ; 
So  a*  defign  they  laid,  by  joint  confenr, 
The  track  to  follow  their  offenders  went. 

134. 

They'll  meet  with  them  in  the  camp  Saracin,. 
If  firft  they  find  them  not  in  other  place ; 
As  there  to  raife  the  fiege  they  have  defign, 
Ere  them  the  King  of  France  does  quite  opprcfs : 
So  on  they,  by  the  ftraiteft  road,  incline, 
Where  certainly  to  meet  with  them  they  guefs ; 
Yet  fo  abruptly  did  not  Ruggier  go, 
Ere  his  companions  he  had  fpoken  to. 

Ruggier  did  backward  turn,  where  fcparate 
Remain'd  the  brother  of  his  lady  fair, 
And  told  him,  that  he  ihould,  in  ev'ry  ftate, 
In  fortune  good  or  ill,  his  friendmip  (hare ; 
Then  pray'd  him,  ufmg  art  moft  delicate, 
He,  in  his  name,  would  greet  his  fifter  dears 
And  this,  fo  artfully  he  to  him  faid, 
He,  nor  the  reft,  any  fufpicion  had. 

136. 

And  took  his  leave  of  him  and  Vivian, 
Of  Malagige,  and  wounded  Aldigier : 
They,  that  his  debtors  they  would  ftill  remain, 
And  always  at  his.  fervice,  did  declare. 
But  Paris  fo  fill'd  up  Marphifa's  brain, 
To  greet  her  friends  {he  did  not  mem'ry  bear  ; 
But  Malagige  and  Vivian  fo  far  went, 
They,  at  fome  diftance,  paid  then-  compliment. 

And  fo  did  Ricciardet ;  but  Aldigier 

Lay,  and,  in  fpite  of  him,  was  forc'd  to  ftay : 

The  road  had  ta'en,  which  does  to  Paris  bear,  « 

The  firft  two;  now  thefe  two  took  the  fame  way. 

In  the  next  canto,  Sir,  I,  the  fo  rare 

And  more  than  human  feats,  hope  tod ifplay;    - 

Which,  to  the  damage  of  King  Charles's  force, 

Performed  the  two  couples,  of  whom  I  difcourfe. 

12  R. 
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CANTO     XXVII. 


fyfOlti  configli  dette  donne  for 
*  ^  Meglio  improvifo,  cttu  pe 


ono 

•  penfarvi  ufdti ; 

Che  quefto  e  fpecialc,  e  proprio  dono 
Fro.  tanti,  e  tanti  lor  dal  del  largiti : 
J\la  puo  mal  qucl  de  gli  nomini  ejjer  bucnc^ 
Che  maturo  difcorfo  non  aiti; 
Ove  non  s'abbia  a  ruminarvi  fopra 
Spefo  alctin  tempo,  e  'moltojludio  ed  opra. 

2. 

Parvf,  c  nonfu-pero  buono  it  conflglio 
Di  Malagigi,  ancor  che,  come  ho  detto, 
Per  quejlo  di  grandijjimo  periglio 
Liberajfe  il  cuginfuo  Ricciardetto. 
A  levar  indi  Rodomonte,  e  ilfiglio 
Del  Re  Agrican  lofpirto  avea  cojlrettOi 
Non  avvertendo,  che  farebbon  tratti 
Dove  i  Crlflian  ne  rimarrian  disfatti. 

Mafefpazio  a  penfarvi  avejfe  avuto, 
Crederjipub,  che  dato  fimilmente 
Alfuo  cugino  avria  debite  aiuto, 
Ne  fatto  danno  a  la  Criftiana  gente, 
Commandar  a  lofpirto  avria  potnto, 
Cttii  la  via  di  Levant*:,  o  di  ponente 
Si  dihtngata  aveffe  la  donzella, 
Che  non  n'udiffe  Francia  piu  novella. 

4*  . 
Ccji gli  amantifuci  I'avrianfeguita, 

Come  a  Parigi,  anco  in  ogn'altro  loco; 

Ma  fu  qticfta  avvertenza  inavvertita  • 

Da  Malagigi,  per  penfarvi  poco : 

E  la  Malignita,  dal  del  bandita, 

Che  fenipre  vorriafangue,  ejlrage,  e  fuoco, 

Prefe  la  via  donde  piu  Carlo  ajfliJJ'e 

Poi  che  nejfuna  il  mafiro  gli  prefcrij)'e. 

5- 

//  palafren  c'avea  il  demonic  aljianco, 

Porto  la  fpaventata  Dora/ice, 

Che  non  pote  arreftarla  fume,  e  inanco 

Foffa,  bofco,  fiahtde,  erta,  o  pendice, 

Fin  che  per  mezzo  il  campo  Inglefe,  e  Franco^ 

E  Valtra  mcltitudine  fautrice 

DC  Vinfegne  di  Crifto,  raffrenata, 

Non  I'ebbe  at  padre  fuo  Re  di  Crajiata, 


MANY  the  counfels  that  of  women  are, 
Better,  off-hand,  than  from  reflection,  flow  ^ 
For  this  to  them's  a  gift  peculiar, 
'Mongft  many  others,  heaven  does  beftow ; 
But  thofe  of  men  feldom  much  goodnefs  ftiare, 
Unlefs  mature  difcourfe  they  undergo; 
Unlefs  they  have,  on  them  to  ruminate, 
Employ'd  fome  time,  labour,  and  ftudy  greatv 

2. 

It  feem'd,  and  yet  was  not,  a  counfel  \vife 
Of  Malagige,  tho',  as  I  did  relate, 
From  danger  the  moft  dreadful  he,  by  this 
Delivered  his  kinfman  Ricciardet ; 
That  he  conflrain'd  a  fpirit  to  devife, 
Agrican's  fon's,  and  Rodomont's  retreat : 
Not  then  reflecting  that  he  them  might  train, 
Where  routed  foon  the  Chriftians  would  remain* 

But,  for  reflection,  if  he  time  had  had, 

He,  in  like  manner,  we  may  dare  to  fay, 

Unto  his  kinfman  might  have  given  aid, 

Nor  thus  the  Chriftians  into  lofs  betray ; 

He,  on  the  fpirit,  might  commands  have  laid, 

To  take  the  eaftern  or  the  weftern  way, 

And  fo  far  off  remove  the  damfel  fair, 

That,  about  France,  they  no  more  news  might  hear.. 

So  that  her  lovers  might  have  her  purfu'd, 
As  unto  Paris,  fo  to  other  place; 
But  from  this  inadvertence  it  enfu'd 
Of  Malagigi,  who  fo  thoughtkfs  was, 
And  the  malignant,  heaven-banifh'd  brood, 
Which  always  thirfh  for  flaughter,  blood,  and  blaze, 
That,  to  afflict  King  Charles,  the  road  was  ta'en, 
Since,  to  no  other,  did  his  Lord  ordain. 

The  palfrey,  which  the  fpirit  did  poflefs, 
Carried  on  the  frighten'd  Doralice, 
That  rivers  could  not  ftop  her,  and,  much  left, 
Fofs,  forefi,  pool,  ground  that  does  fink  or  rife; 
Thro'  'midft  of  Englifli  and  French  camp  did  prefs, 
And  other  multitude,  that  fav'rer  is 
Of  the  enfign  of  Chrift,  aflembled  here, 
Till  to  her  iirej  Granada's  King,  he  her  does  bear. 
i  6, 


Canto  27. 


ORLANDO    FU  R  I  0  S  O. 


Rodomonte  colfglio  d'Agricane 
Lafeguitaro  il  primo  giorno  un  pezzo, 
Che  le  vedean  le  fpalle,  ma.  lontane, 
Di  vifta  poi  perderonla  dafezzo; 
E  vcnner  per  la  traccia,  come  il  cane- 
La  Icpre  o.  il  capriol  trovare  avvezzo  ; 
Nefifermar,  cbe  furo  in  parte,  dovs 
Di  lei,  ch'era  col  padre,  ebbono  nuove. 

7- 

Cuardati,  Carlo,  che' I  ti  viene  addoffo 
Tanto  furor,  ch'io  non  ti  veggofcampo. 
JVe  quefti  pur  ma?l  Re  CradaJJb  e  mojjb 
Con  Sacripante  a  danno  de'l  tuo  campo; 
Fortuna  per  toccartifin'  a  Foffo, 
77  to!le  a  un  tempo  I'wio  e  Valtro  lampo 
Diforza,  e  difaper,  che  vivea  tc'<.o ; 
E  tu  rimafo  in  tcnebre  fei  cieco. 

8. 

Jo  ti  dico  d'Orlando,  e  di  Rinaldo ; 
Che  1'itno  al  tutto  furiofo,  e  folle 
Al  fereno,  a  la  pioggia,  al  freddo,  al  caldo,. 
Nudo  va  difcorrcndo  il  piano,  e'l  colle. 
Laltro  confenno  non  troppo  piu  faldo 
D'appreJ/b  al  gran  bifogno  tiji  tolle ; 
Che  non  trovando  Angelica  in  Parigi 
Si  parte,  e  va  cercandone  vejligi^ 

9; 

Un  fraudolente  vecchio  incantatore 
Clife,  come  a  principio  vifi  dijje, 
Creder  per  unfantajlicofuo  errors 
Che  con  Orlando  Angelica  veniffe : 
Onde  di  gelojia  tocco  nel  care 
De  la  maggior,  cframante  maifentiffe, 
Venne  a  Parigi,  e  come  apparve  in  cortet 
D'ire  in  Brettagna  gli  tocco  per  forte. 

LOi 

Or  fatta  la  battaglia;  onde  por tonne 
Egli  i'onor  d'aver  chiufo  Agramantet 
Torno  a  Parigi,  e  rnonifter  di  donne 
E  cafe,  e  rccche  cerco  tutte  quante*. 
Se  murata  non  e  tra  le  cofanne 
Uavria  trovata  il  curiofo  amante  : 
Vedendo  aljin,  ch'ella  non  v'c,  ne  Orlando, 
Ambedue  va  con  gran  difio  cercando. 

u. 

Penjo  che  dentro  Anglante,  o  dentro  a  Sra.va 
Se  la  godejje  Orlando  in  fefla,  e  in  gioco  ; 
E  qiifi,  ^  la,  per  ritrovarla  andava, 
N~e  in  quel  li  ritrovo,.  ne  in  qut-jlo  loco. 
A  Parigi  di  nuovo  ritornava 
Penfandoy  che  tardar  doveffe  poco 
Di  capitare  il  Paladins  al  varco, 
Cbflfuo  ftar  fucr  non  erafeaza  incarco. 


Rodomont,  with  the  fon  of  Agrican, 

Her,  the  firft  day,  did  a  long  time  purfue ; 

That,  though  far  off,  they  faw  her  (boulders  plain; 

But  of  her  they  at  laft  did"  lofe  the  view, 

And  her  track  follow'd,  as  the  hounds  regain 

The  footfteps  of  the  hare  or  goat  anew ; 

Nor  ftopt  they,  till  they  to  a  place  came,  where 

That  (he  was  with  her  fire,  they  news  did  hear. 

7- 

Look  to  thyfelf,  King  Charles;  fuch  fury  vaft 
Advances  on  thee,  no  efcape  I  view ; 
Nor  thefe  alone,  but  King  Gradafs  does  hafle, 
With  Sacripant,  harm  to  your  camp  to  do: 
Fortune,  that  deeper  you  this  ill  may  tafle, 
At  once,  of  either  light,  depriveth  you, 
Of  force  and  wifdom,  which  did  you  fuftain, 
And  now,  in  darknefs,  you  mull  blind  remairu 

8. 

Of  thy  Orlando  and  Rinald  I  fpeak, 
One  of  whom  madnefs-,  fury,  does  convey, 
Thro'  fair  and  foul,  thro'  fcorchlng  air  and  bleak, 
Naked,  expos'd,  o'er  plain  and  hilly  way ; 
The  other,  with  his  fenfe  almoft  as  weak, 
In  this  your  greateft  need  from  you  does  ftray ;. 
Since  he  in  Paris  can't  find  Angelic, 
Departs,  and  of  her  does  the  footfteps  feek. 

9- 

A  forc'rer  old,  to  fraud  accuftomed, 
As  was  by  me,  at  the  beginning,  fhewn, 
Him  by  fantailic  error,  did  perfuade, 
That,  with  Orlando,  Angelic  was  gone; 
Whence  jealoufy  his  heart  had  tortured, 
Greater  than  e'er  by  lover  yet  was  known ; 
He  came  to  Paris,  did  in  court  appear; 
To  Britam,  whence  to  go  fell  to  his  fliare. 

10. 

The  battle  being  o'er,  whence  off  he  brought 
The  honour,  Agramante  to  enclofe, 
To  Paris  came,  andr  thro'  each  nunn'ry  fought, 
The  cafUes  all  around,  and  ev'ry  houfe ; 
If  (he  within  the  columns  were  not  (hut, 
Her  would  have  found  the  lover  curious ; 
Seeing,  at  laft,  (he  nor  Orland  was  there, 
He,  to  feek  both,  does  eagerly  repair. 

ii. 

He,  that  in  Anglant,  or  in  Brava,  thought, 
Orlando  her  enjoy'd,  in  feaftings  gay; 
And  here  and  there  he  to  regain  her  fought, 
But,    in  this  place  or  that,  can't  her  furvey: 
So  he  to  Paris  back  again  was  got, 
Thinking  the  Paladin  not  long  would  ftay, 
Ere  he  would  make  return  unto  this  place, 
As  was  his  abfence  not  without  difgraqe. 
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Canto  27. 


12. 

Ungiorno,  "3  duo  ne  la  citta  foggiorna, 
Rinaldo;  e  poi  ch' Orlando  non  arriva  ; 
Or  verfo  Anglantc,  or  verfo  Brava  torna 
Cercandofe  di  lui  novella  udiva. 
Cavalca,  e  quando  annotta,  e  quando  aggiorna 
A  lafrefca  alba,  e  a  Vardente  ora  ejiiva, 
E  fa  al  hime  del  Sole,  e  de  la  Luna 
Dugento  volte  quefta  via,  non  ch'una. 

Ma  Vantico  avverfario,  il  qual  fece  Eva, 
A  rinterdetto  porno  alzar  la  mano, 
A  Carlo  un  giorno  i  lividi  occhi  leva, 
Che" I  buon  Rinaldo  era  da  lui  kntano. 
E  vedcndo  la  rotta ;  che  poteva 
Darji  in  quel  punto  al '  popolo  Criftiano, 
Atlanta  eccellenzia  d'arme  al  mondo  fuffe 
Fr&  tutti  i  Saracini,  ivi  condujfe. 

14. 

Al  Re  CradaJ/b,  e  al  buon  Re  Sacripante, 
Ch'eranfatti  compagni  a  I'ufcir  fuore 
De  la  piena  d1  err  or  cafa  d'Atlante; 
Di  venire  in  foe  corf  o  mife  in  core 
A  le  genti  affediate  d'Agramante, 
E  a  deflruzion  di  Carlo  Imperadore, 
Ed  egli  per  Vincognite  contrade 
fe  lor  lafcorta,  e  agevolo  lejlrade. 

Ed  ad  un  altro  fuo  diede  negozio 

D'affrettar  Rodomonte,  e  Mandricard* 

Per  le  vefligie  d'onde  F  altro  fozio 

A  condur  Doralice  non  e  tar  do. 

Ne  manda  ancor  un  altro  ;  perche  in  ozio 

Nonflia  Marffa^  m  Ruggier  gagliardo  : 

Ma  chi  guido  rultima  coppia,  tenne 

La  briglia  piii :  ne  quando  gli  altri  venue. 

16. 

La  coppia  di  Marfifa^  e  di  Ruggiero 
Di  mezz'ora  piu  tar  da  ft  conduce  j 
Pero  cVaftutamente  r angel  nero 
Volendo  a  li  Crijlian  dar  de  le  buj]ey 
Provvide^  che  la  lite  del  dejiriero 
Per  impedire  il  fuo  defir  non  fujfe, 
Che  rinnovata  ft  faria^  fe  gittnto 
FoJJe  Ruggiero^  e  Rodomonte  a  un  punto. 

7  quattrs  primi  fi  trovaro  infieme^ 
Onde  potean  veder  li  alloggiamenti 
De  I'eferdto  oppre/fi,  e  di  cbi'l  preme, 
£  le  handier e,  in  che  feriano  i  venti. 
Si  confjgliaro  alquanto ;  e  fur  I'ejlremt 
Conclufion  de  i  lor  ragionamenti 
Di  dare  aiuto,  mal  grado  di  Carla, 
Al  Re  Agramante,  e  de  I'a/edio  trarU. 


A  day  or  two  did  in  that  city  flay 
Rinald,  and,  as  Orlando  came  not  there, 
Now  tow'rds  Anglant,  and  now  towards  Brava, 
Searching  if  he  fome  news  of  him  might  hear  ; 
He  rode,  now  in  the  night,  now  in  the  day, 
In  the  cool  morning,  or  noon's  fcorching  uir  ; 
And  by  the  light  went,  of  the  fun  and  moon, 
This  road  two  hundred  times,  not  only  one. 

'B- 

But  the  old  enemy,  who  tempted  Eve, 
To  the  forbidden  fruit  her  hand  to  raife, 
With  livid  eyes,  one  day,  did  Charles  perceive, 
And  that  far  from  him  good  Rinaldo  was; 
And  feeing  the  defeat  that  he  could  give, 
Juft  at  this  juncture,  to  the  Chriftian  race  : 
What  excellence  of  arms  the  whole  globe  had 
'Mongft  all  the  Saracins,  he  thither  led. 

14. 

Of  King  Gradafs,  and  brave  King  Sacripant, 
Who  were  companions  made,  at  coming  out 
From  the  erroneous  caftle  of  Atlant, 
Into  the  hearts,  to  come  to  th'  fuccour,  put, 
Of  the  befieged  force  of  Agramant, 
And  of  Charles  th'  Emperor,  to  th'  total  rout, 
And  he,  thro*  unknown  countries,  did  them  lead, 
And  all  their  roads  he  for  them  eafy  made. 

J5- 

Gave  to  an  imp  of  his  the  bufmefs, 
Rod'mont  and  Mandricard  to  bring  with  fpeed, 
Along  the  fleps  by  which  his  firft  expreis, 
With  expedition,  Doralice  did  lead : 
Then  fends  another,  fo  that  idlenefs 
May  not  flout  Ruggier  and  Marphife  impede ; 
But  the  lafl  pair  who  guided,  fhould  contrive 
To  tarry  fo,  that  they  mayn't  with  the  reft  arrive. 

1 6. 

The  noble  pair,  Ruggiero  and  Marphife, 
Later,  by  half  an  hour,  were  hither  led ; 
For  that  th'  internal  ipright,  by  fly  device, 
Willing  to  give  the  Chrifiians  ruin  dread, 
Contriv'd  that  the  contentious  enterprize 
About  the  horfe,  fhould  not  his  wifh  impede; 
Which  would  have  been  renewed,  had  Ruggier, 
At  the  fame  time  with  Rodomont,  come  there. 

17- 

Now  were  got  all  together  the  firfl  'four, 
Whence  might  be  feen  the  fituation 
Of  th'  army,  conquered  and  conqueror, 
And  banners,  which  in  air  were  floating  fliown ; 
They  many  reafons  fome  time  ponder'd  o'er, 
And,  at  the  laft,  made  this  conclufion, 
That  they,  in  fpite  of  Charles,  their  aid  would  give, 
And,  from  the  fiege,  King  Agramant  relieve. 

18. 


Canto 
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18. 


Stringonfi  injieme^  e  prendono  la  via 
Per  mezzo y  ove  falloggiano  i  Crijliani^ 
Gridandoy  Africa^  e  Spagna  tuttavia, 
E  Ji  fcopriro  in  tut  to  ejfer  Pagani* 
Pel  campo,  armc,  arme,  rifonar  s'udia, 
Ma  menar  fi  fentir  prima  le  mani; 
E  de  la  retroguardia  una  granfrotta 
Nan  cb'aj/altatafay  ma  fugge  in  rotta* 

19. 

L'efercito  Criftian  moffb  a  tumult o 
Sozzopra  va  fenza  fapere  ilfatto. 
Eftima  alcun,  cbe  fia  im  ujato  infulto^ 
Che  Svizzeriy  o  Guafconi  abbiano  faito  : 
Ma  perclrd  la  piu  parte  e  il  cafo  occulto^ 
S'aduna  infieme  ogni  nazion  di  faito  : 
Altri  a  fuon  di  tamburo,  altri  di  tromba  : 
Grande  ?l  rumor  e^  e  fin'al  del  rimbomba. 

20. 

//  magno  Imperador^  fuor  cbe  la  tejla, 
E  tutto  armato  ;  e  i  Paladini  ha  pi'iffi, 
E  domandando  vien^  cbe  cofa  e  qitejla  ; 
Che  le  fquadre  in  difordine  gli  ha  mejjb  ; 
E  minacciando^  or  quefti,  or  quelli  arrejla^ 
Evede  a  molti  ilvifoy  o  il  petto  fejfi, 
Ad  altri  infangui  nato  il  capo^  o  il  gozzot 
Alcun  tornar  con  mana,  o  braccio  mozzo. 

21. 

G lunge  piu  inanzi,  e  ne  ritrova  molti 
Giacere  in  terra,  anzi  in  vermiglio  lagv 
Nel  proprio  fangue  orribilmente  involti^ 
Ne  giovar  lor  pub  medico?  ne  mago : 
E  vedc  da  gli  bufti  i  capl  fciolti, 
E  brae  da  ^  e  gambe  con  crudele  imago? 
E  ritrova  da  i primi  ail-igr'unnenti 
A  gli  ultimi  per  tutto  uomini  fpenti. 

22. 

Dave  pajjato  era  il  picciol  drapello 
Di  cbiara  fama  eternatnente  atgn&, 
Per  lunga  riga  era  rimafo  quello 
Al  mondo  fempre  memorabil  Jegno.          ' 
Carlo  mirando  va  il  crudel  maccllo 
Maravigliofoy  e  pien  d'ira,  e  di  fdegno  ; 
Cotne  alcunOy  in  cui  danno  ilfolgur  venne-, 
Cerca  per  cafa  ogni  fe «//Vr,  cbe  tenw. 

23- 

Non  era  a  li  ripari  anco  arrivato 
Del  Re  African  quejlo  prim: era  aiuto> 
Che  con  Marffa  fit  da  tin  altro  lato 
L'anirnofo  Rugger  fopr airy enuio, 
Poiy  ch'una  volta,  o  due  I'occbio  aggirato 
Ebbe  la  degna  coppia^  e  ben  veduto 
£hiAl  via  piu  breve  per  foccorrer  fojje 
L'aJJediato  Sigror^  wtta  ft  moffe. 
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18. 

They  drew  together,  and  they  that  way  hied, 
Which,  thro'  the  midft  o'th'  Chriftian  lodgments, 
And,  Spain  and  Africa,  ineeflant  cry'd,  pay, 

And,  that  they  Pagans  were,  did  clear  difplay ; 
Arm,  arm,  was  heard  refound  on  ev'ry  fide 
The  camp,  but  previous  they  their  ftrokes  convey, 
And,  of  the  rear-guard,  numbers  infinite, 
Not  only  were  attack'd,  but  put  to  flight.. 

19. 

The  army  of  the  Chriftians  in  amaze, 
Confufed,  up  and  down  in  buttle  run ; 
Some  thought  that  this  an  ufual  tumult  was,. 
Which  or  the  Swifs  or  Gafcons  might  have  done: 
But,  as  unknown  to  moil  was  the  true  caufe, 
Immediately  unites  each  nation, 
Some  by  the  drum's,  fome  by  the  trumpet's  found ;, 
The  clangor's  vaft,  and  does  to  heav'n  rebound. 

20. 

The  Emperor  augufl,  except  his  head 
All  arm'd,  the  Paladins  him  wait  upon, 
What  this  might  be,  walking  examined, 
Which  had  his  troops  in  fuch  diforder  thrown  ; 
And  threatening,  now  thefe,  now  thofe  he  ftay'd; 
And  face  or  breaft  fees  cleft  of  many'  a  one ; 
Some  with  their  head  or  throat  befmear'd  with  blood, 
Some,  with  a  hand  or  arm  cut  off,  returning  view'd. 

21. 

Forward  advanc'd,  where  many  were  beftrew'd 
All  o'er  the  earth,  in  a  vermilion  fea, 
Welt'ring,  in  manner  dire,  in  their  own  blood, 
Phyfick,  nor  magick  art,  could  help  convey ; 
And,  from  their  bufts,  their  heads  diiTever^d  view'd; 
And  arms  and  legs  in  dreadful  imag'ry ; 
And,  from  the  entrance,  to  the  utmoft  bound, 
He,  of  the  camp  throughout,  dead  bodies  found 

22. 

Where  this  fmall  company  did  forward  pafs, 
Worthy  bright  fame  for  ever  to  obtain, 
Their  mark  itfelf  fhow'd,  by  long  bloody  trace, . 
Of  which  remembrance  ever  will  remain : 
Charles  does  upon  the  cruel  carnage  gaze, 
Amaz'd,  and  full  of  anger  and  difdain ; 
As  one,  whofe  lofs  was  caus'd  by  light'ning's 
The  track  it  kept  in  thro'  the  houfe,  furveys. 

23- 

Not  yet  to  th'  ramparts  thefe  firft  fubfldies 
Of  the  King  African  arrived  were, 
When,  on  the  other  fide,  was,  with  Marphife, 
Come  alfo  the  courageous  Ruggier; 
When  once  or  twice  had  caft  around  their  eye?, 
And  well  difcover'd  had  this  worthy  pair; 
What  was  the  fhortefl  way  their  aid  to  lend 
To  their  befieged  Lord,  they  thither  fiercely  tend, 

24; 


24 


Come  quando  Ji  da  fuoco  a  la  Minay 
Pellungo  folco  de  la  nfgra  pohe 
Licenziofa  famma  arde,  e  cammina 
57,  ch'occbio  addietro  a  pena  fe  le  voht : 
E  qualfifcnte  poi  I' alt  a  ruina,  • 
Cbe'l  durofajjb)  o  H  groffb  muro  folve  : 
Co/i  Ruggiero,  e  Marfifa  venire, 
£  tal  ne  la  laitaglia'fi  fentiro. 

25- 

Per  lungO)  e  par  traverfo  a  fender  tefte 
IncomindarO)  e  tag! tar  bracelet ,  e  fpalle 
De  le  turbe?  che  male  era  no  prejle 
S/d  efpedire*  e  fgcmbrar  loro  il  calle. 
Che  nctato  ba  il  pajjar  de  le  tempejle^ 
Cb'una  parte  d'un  monte^  o  a"  una  vallt 
Ojfende^  e  Fa  lira  lafcia;  s'apprefenti 
La  via  di  quejll  duo  fra  queLle  genti. 

26. 

Afoltiy  cbe  dal furor  di  Rodomonte, 
E  di  quegli  altri  prlmi  eran  fuggiti, 
Die  rlngrazlavan^  c'atica  lor  ft  pronte 
Gambe  conccffe,  e  piedi  ft  ffpediti ; 
E  poi  dando  del  petto ,  e  de  la  front  e 
In  Marfifay  e  in  Ruggier,  v  e  dean  fiber  nit  i  ; 
Come  I'uorn  ne  perjlar^  rie  per  fuggire 
dlfuojijfi  dejiinpuo  csntraddire. 

27.  ^ 

Gbi  fugge  Vun  pericelo ;  rnnane 
^e  FaltrO)  e  paga  il  fio  d'ojja^  e  d't  polpe. 
Coji  fader  co  i  fgli  in  bocca  al  cane 
Suol,  fperando  fuggir,  timida  volpf, 
Poi  cbe  la  caccia  de  I' antique  tone 
II  fuo  vicin^  cbe  le  da  mille  colpe9 
E  cautamente  con  funio^  e  con  fuoco 
Turbaia  I'ha  da  non  temuto  loco. 

28. 

AT£  gli  ripari  entro  de  Saracini 
Marfifa  con  Ruggiero  a  jalvamento. 
£)uivi  tutti  con  gli  occbi  al  del  fupini 
Dio  ringraziar  del  buono  avvenimento. 
Or  non  v'e  piu  timor  de  Paladini ; 
//  piu  trifti  Pagan  ne  >fida  cento  : 
Ed  e  conclufo)  ckejtnza  ripofo 
Si  torni  a  fare  il  carnpo  fanguinofo. 

29. 

Corni,  buffing  fittrpuni  Morefcbl 
Emp'uno  il  del  di for?nidabil  juani. 
Ne  I' aria  tremolare  a  i  venti  frejchf 
Si  vtggon  le  bandiire,  e  i  gonfaloni. 
Da  laltra  parte  i  capitan  Carlefcbi 
Stringon  con  Alamanni^  e  con  Brittoni 

fuel  di  Francia,  d*  It  alia ,  e  d' Ingbilterra, 
fi  mefte  afpray  e  fanguinofa  guerre* 


ORLANDO     F  U  R  I  O  S  0.  Canto  27. 

24. 


As  when  one  to  a  mine  the  fire  does  lay, 

By  a  long  train  of  duft,  of  footy  dye, 

The  flame  licentious  burns,  and  tears  its  way, 

Swifter  than  one  can  caft  around  an  eye ; 

And,  as  th'  high  ruin  does  itfelf  difplay, 

Which  makes  hard  rocks,  thick  walls,  in  pieces  fly ;' 

Juil  fo  Marphifa  and  Ruggier  came  on, 

And  fuch-like  in  the  battle  they  were  ftiown. 

25- 

They,  far  and  wide,  begin  the  heads  to  cleave, 
And  fhoulders,  arms,  o'th'  croud  unfortunate 
Cut  off,  who  were  not  quick  enough  to  give 
Their  place  to  them,  and  from  their  path  retreat; 
Who  has  obferv'd  a  tempeft  onward  drive, 
Which  one  fide  of  a  hill  or  vale  does  beat, 
And  leaves  the  other ;  to  himfelf  may  paint 
The  way  thefe  two  thorough  thefe  people  went. 

26. 

Many,  from  Rodomonte's  rage  who  fled, 
And  from  thofe  others  fafe  away  did  get, 
Cave  thanks  to  God,  who  did  to  them  concede 
Such  ready  legs,  and  expeditious  feet; 
But  having  with  thefe  two  encountered, 
Their  pray'rs  are  baffled,  and  their  death  they  meet : 
So  mortal  man,  whether  he  flay  or  fly, 
Cannot  avoid  his  fettled  deftiny. 

27. 

Who  fhun'd  that  danger,  with  this  other  meets, 
And,  with  his  life,  does  the  fad  forfeit  pay  ; 
As  fearful  fox  herfelf  and  young  commits 
To  the  dog's  fangs,  thro'  hope  to  get  away, 
When  her,  her  neighbour  from  her  old  retreats 
Has  driv'n,  who  thousand  faults  does  on  her  lay, 
And  cunningly  has  her,  with  fmoke  and  blaze, 
Difturbed  from  her  yet  undreaded  place. 

28. 

Into  the  ramparts  of  the  Saracin, 
Marphifa  and  Ruggier  in  fafety  hie ; 
Here  all,  with  eyes  up  to  the  heav'ns  fupine, 
Thank  God  for  their  fo  happy  deftiny : 
Now  they  no  more  dread  any  Paladin, 
The  forriclt  Pagan  hundreds  does  defy; 
And  'tis  concluded,  that,  without  repofe, 
With  blood  to  dye  the  field,  they  fhould  themfelvef; 
29.  [difpofe. 

Horns,  drums,  and  inftruments  of  Moorifh  kind, 
With  noiies  formidable  fill  the  air ; 
Aloft,  and  trembling  in  the  breezy  wind, 
The  banners  and  the  ftandards  gay  appear ; 
On  t'other  fide,  King  Charles's  captains,  join'd 
With  Germans,  Britons,  draw  up  for  the  war 
The  troops  of  England,  France,  and  Italy, 
And  mingles  now  a  dire  and  bloody  fray. 


Canto  27. 
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La  forza  dc'lterribil  Rodomonte  ; 
Quella  di  Mandricardofuribondo ; 
Quella  dd  bum  Ruggier  di  virtu  fonte  ; 
Del  Re  GradaJJo  fifamvfo  al  mondo ; 
E  di  Marfifa  I'intrepida  fronts 
Cd  Re  Circajjo  a  nej/un  mai  fecondo 
Fercn  cbiamar  San  Gianni,  e  San  Dionigi 
Al  Re  di  Francia,  e  ritrovar  Parigi. 

3.1' 

Di  qiitfti  cavalieri^  e  di  Marfifa 

Vardire  invitto,  e  la  mirabil  pojfa 
Nonfu,  Signer,  di  forte,  nonfu  in  guija 
Cb'i?naginar^non  che  dejlriver  pojfa. 
Quindi  fipuo  ftimar,  cbe  genie  uccifa 
Foffe  qttrl  giorno,  c  cbe  crudelperctjj'a 
Avefje  Carlo  :  Arroge  poi  con  loro 
Con  Ferrau  piii  d'unfamofo  Aforo. 

32- 

Molti per  fretta  fafftgaro  in  Senna, 
Cbe*  I  ponte  non  poteajupplire  a  tanti : 
E  dejiar,  come  Icaro^lapcnna, 
Per  chela  morte  aveandictro  e  davanti. 
Eccetto  Ugieri,  e  il  Marcbefe  di  Vienna    ' 
I  Paladin  fur  prefi  tutti  quanti  : 
Olivier  ritorno  fcrito  fotto 
Lafpalla  deftra,  Ugier  col  capo  rotto. 

E  fe  come  Rinaldo,  e  come  Orlando, 
Lafciato  Brandimart  e  avejje  il  gioco, 
Carlo  n'andava  di  Parigi  in  band?, 
Se  potea  vivo  ufcir  di  ft  gran  fuoco  : 
do,  cbe  pot~e,fe'Brandimarte,  e  quandv 
Non  pote  piii,  diede  a  la  furia  loio. 
Cofi  fortuna  ad  Agramante  arrift\ 
Ctiunaltra  volta  a  Carlo  affsdio  rnife. 

34- 

Di  vedovelle  i  gridi,  e  le  querele 

E  d'orfam  fanciulli,  e  di  vcccbi  orbi, 

AV  I'eternoj'cren,  dove  Micbeie 

Sedea,  falirfuor  di  qucjli  aeri  torbi  ; 

E  glifecian  veder,  come  ilfedcU 

Poboi,  prccLj  de'lnpi  era,  e  de'corb:, 

Di  Francia,  d' Inghilterra,  e  di  Lamagna 

Cbe  tut  to.  adea  co-pert  a  la  campag'ia. 

Ndvifo  i'arrofsi  I'  Angel  beato 
Parcndogli)  chemalfojfeubb: 
Al  Creator  e  ;  e  ft  cbiamo  ingii-. 
Da  la  Difwdia  perjida,  e  trad: I'). 
D'accendcr  li'.i  tra  i  Pagani  dato 
Le  avea  CajJ'unto,  e  mai  era  tfeqir.ij  ; 
Anzi  tutto  contrario  alfuo  dij'cgn? 
P area  aver  fatto  a  cbi  guardava  al  f<£n:, 
VOL.  II. 


The  force  of  formidable  Rodomont ; 
And  that  of  Mandricard,  of  rage  untam'd ; 
That  of  Ruggiero  brave,  of  valour  font ; 
Of  King  Gradaflb,  in  the  world  fo  fam'd  ; 
And  of  Marphifa,  the  intrepid  front  : 
Circailia's  King,  who  fliould  'fore  all  be  nam'd, 
Made  them  upon  St.  John  and  Dennis  call, 
To  France's  King,  and  fly  to  Paris'  wall. 

31- 

Of  thefe  brave  cavaliers,  and  of  Marphife, 
Th'  unconquer'd  courage  and  amazing  might, 
None  was  there  of  fuch  fort,  Sir,  of  fuch  guife, 
Who  could  conceive,  much  lefs  defcribe  aright ; 
Hence  you  may  guefs,  what  cruel  injuries 
King  Charles  fuftain'd,  what  numbers  infinite 
Were  that  day  flain ;  if  with  thefe  too  we  name 
Ferrau,  and  many'  a  Moorifti  chief  of  fame, 

Many  thro'  hurry  in  the  Sein  did  drown, 
As  the  bridge  fo  many  could  not  fupply  : 
Who  wifh'd,  like  Icarus,  they  could  have  flown, 
As  they  before,  behind,  their  death  efpy  : 
Save  Ugier  and  Vienna's  Marquifs,  none 
O'  th'  Paladins  remain'd  in  liberty  : 
Juft  under  his  right  Ihoulder  Olivier 
Wounded  return'd,  and  in  his  head  Ugier. 

33- 

And,  if,  as  had  Rinald  done  and  Orland,  » 

Brandimart  too  had  not  held  out  the  chace; 
Charles  to  quit  Paris  would  have  been  conftram'd 
If  he  alive  could  get  from  fuch  vaft  blaze  : 
Brandimart  to  his  utmoft  made  a  ftand, 
And,  when  no  more  he  could,  to  th'  rage  gave  place. 
Thus  fortune  did  on  Agramant  look  gay, 
So  that  again  he  fiege  to  Charles  did  lay. 

34- 

The  widows'  cries,  and  fomentations  great 
Of  tender  orphans,  aged  fires  bereav'd 
To  the  eternal  calm,  where  Michael  fate, 
Afcending  from  this  troubled  air,  arriv'd  : 
And  how  his  faithful  people  were  the  bait 
Of  wolves  and  crows,  caus'd  that  he  then  perceiv'd, 
How  Englifh,  French,  and  thofe  of  Germany, 
Did  dead  all  over  the  whole  country  lie. 

A  blufli  o'erfpread  the  bleiled  Angel's  face, 
As  tfcming  that  he  had  but  ill  obey'd 
His  great  Creator  ;  and,  by  Difcord  bafe, 
Perfidious,  call'd  himielf  trick'd  and  betray'd. 

ht  up  fires  among  the  Pagans  was 
]-k-i  order,  which  fh'ad  ill  accomplilhed  ; 
Rather  againft  hi>  full  intention, 
She  fcem'd,  on  ftricl  obihvance  to  have  dune. 
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Come  fervo  fedcl  ;  ehe  piu  d'amore* 

Che  di  mem  art  a  abondi  ;  e,  cbe  s'avveggia 

Aver  meffa  in  obblio  cofa,  cb'a  core 


ORLANDO     F  V  R  I  O  S  O.  Canto  27 

36.  36. 


Quanta  la  vita^  e  1'anirna  aver 
Studia  con  f  rat  t  a  d'emendar  I'  err  or  e^ 


/,  che  prima  il  fuo  Signor  to  wggla  : 
Ciji  F  Angela  a  Diofalir  non  volft, 
Sede  Febligo  prime  non  fi  fciolje, 

Al  montfter^  dove  alt  re  volte  avea 
La  Dijcordia  veduta^  drizzo  I'ali. 
Trovolla^  cbe  in  Capitchfedea 
A  nuvua  elezion  de  gli  Uffjciali  } 
£  di  veder^  diletto  f:  prendea 
Polar  pel  capo  a  frati  j  brevlali. 
Le  man  le  pofe  F  Angela  nelcrine^ 
£  pugnay  e  calci  le  die  fenza  fint* 

.38; 

Jndi  le  roppe  itn  manico  di  croce 
Per  la  tejfa,  pel  dojjo^  e  per  le  braccia. 
Mercl  grida  la  ntifera  a  gran  voce  ; 
JL  le  ginoccbia  al  divin  nur/zio  tibbraccia. 
JMicbel  non  I'abbandona  ;  c  he  veloce 
Nel  campo  del  Re  d'  Africa  la  caccia  : 
E  poi  le  dice  ;  Afpettati  aver  peggio^ 
Sefuor  di  quejlo  campo  piu  ti  veggio. 

39- 

Come,  cbe  la  Difcordia  avejje  rot  to 
Tut  to  il  dojfiy  e  le  braccia  ;  pur  temendo 
Unaltra  voka  ritrovarjt  fotto 
A  quei  gran  co/pi,  a  quel  furor  tremendo  'T 
Corre  a  plgliare  i  mantici  di  lotto  j 
Ed  a  gli  accefi  fuocbi  efca  aggiungendo 
E  accendendone  altri^fa  fa/ire 
Da  molti  cori  un  alto  incendio  d'ire. 

40. 

E  Rodomonte,  e  Mandricardo,  e  infieme 
Ruggier  n'itijiammaji,  che  innanzi  al  More 
Li  fa  tutti  venire  or  ;  cbe  non  preme 
Carlo  i  Pagani,  anzi  il  vantaggio  e  loro. 
Le  difference  narrano^  ed  il  feme 
Fanno  faper  da  cui  prodotte  foro  : 
Poi  del  Reji  rimettono  al  parere 
Chi  di  hr  prima  il  campo  debba  avere. 

41. 

Marfifa  del  fuo  cafo  anco  favella^ 
E  dice  cbe  la  pugna  vuolfinire, 
Cbe  comincio  col  Ta?  taro  ;  perck'e/Ia 
Provocata  da  lui  vi  fu  a  venire. 
Ne  per  dar  km  a  I'ahre,  vclea  queila 
Un  ora,  non  cbe  un  giorno^  differ  ire  : 
Mad'ejfir  prima  fa  Vinjlanzia  grands  ? 
C.b'a  /a  battaglia  i-lTarturo  domande, 


36. 

As  faithful  fervant,  who  has  greater  fliare 
Of  love  than  memory,  and  who  defcries 
He  has  forgot  what  he  fhould  hold  moll  dear, 
And  higher  than  his  life  and  foul  fhould  prize : 
With  hafte  his  error  to  amend  takes  care, 
Nor  wills,  it  firft  fhould  meet  his  mafter's  eyes  •- 
So  up  to  God  the  Angel  would  not  fpeed, 
Unlefs  firfl  from  his  obligations  freed. 

.  37'  . 
Unto  the  monaftery  wings  his  flight 

Direft,  where  Difcord  he  before  did  view. 

And  found  fhe  in  the  chapter-houfe  did  fit, 

Of  officers  at  an  election  new  ; 

And  at  the  Friars'  heads  took  great  delight 

To  fee  how  thick  the  breviaries  flew  : 

Into  her  locks  his  hand  the  Angel  throws, 

And,  without  ceafing,  gives  her  kicks  and  blows. 

38. 

Then  he  the  handle  of  a  crofs  did  break 
Upon  her  arms,  upon  her  back  and  head : 
The  wretch  now  loudly  mercy  did  befpeak, 
And  round  the  Angel's  knees  her  arms  fhe  fpread: 
Her  Michael  left  not,  till  he  forc'd  her  take 
Unto  the  King  of  Afric's  camp  with  fpeed  : 
And  after  faid,  Worfe  treated  look  to  be, 
If  you  again  out  of  this  camp  I  fee. 

39- 

As  Difcord  did  all  brnifed  o'er  remain 
In  back  and  arms,  and  as  fhe  was  afraid 
To  fall  beneath  fuch  mighty  ftrokes  again, 
And  be  expofed  to  fuch  fury  dread  : 
To  take  her  bellows  now  fhe  runs  amain, 
And  feeding  fires,  that  were  by  no  means  dead  j 
And  lighting  others,  fhe  aloft  did  raife 
In  many  hearts  of  hate  a  mighty  blaze. 

40. 

And  Mandricard,  Rodomont,  and  Ruggier, 
Together  fo  enflames,  to  th'  Moorifh  King 
She  makes  all  come,  as  now  the  Pagans  were 
Not  beat  by  Charles,  but  rather  conquering. 
Their  difF Yences  they  tell,  and  make  appear 
To  him  the -feeds,  from  which  they  firfl  did  fpring; 
Then  to  the  King's  difcretion  they  allow, 
Upon  whom  firft  he  fhould  the  field  bellow. 

41. 

Marphife  her  quarrel  alfo  does  relate, 
And  that  fhe'd  end  the  battle  does  declare, 
She  with  the  Tartar  had  begun  ;  for  that 
She  had  by  him  been  challeng'd  to  come  there  : 
Nor  to  give  place  to  any  one's  debate, 
Would  file  an  hour,  much  lefs  a  day  defer  ; 
But  to  be  firft,  us'd  importunity, 
Who  to  the  fight  the  Tartar  fhould  defy. 


Canto  27. 
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42. 


Non  men  vuol  Rodomonte  ilprlmo  c 
Da  terminar  col  fuo  rival  I' imp refa, 
Che  per  foccorrer  I'dfricano  camps 
Ha  gia  interrotta,  efina  quifofpefa. 
Mette  Ruggier  le  fue  parole  a  cainpo  ; 
E  due  cbe  patir  troppo  gli  pefa, 
Che  Rodomonte  ilfuo  dejlrier  gli  tenga> 
E  cb'a  pugna  con  lui  prima  non  vtnga. 

43- 

Per  piu  intricarla  il  Tartar o  viene  anc be> 
E  niega^  che  Ritggiero  ad  alcun  pat  to 
Debba  I'aquila  aver  da  Pale  bianche  ; 
E  d'ira,  e  di  furore  e  cofi  matto, 
Che  vuol,  quando  da  gli  altri  tre  non  manchey 
Combatter  tutte  le  querele  a  un  tratto  ; 
Ke  piu  da  gli  altri  amor  faria  mancatot 
«SV/  confenfo  del  Re  "ji  fojje  Jlato. 

44* 

Con  prieghl  URe  Agramante^  e  buon  jicordi 
Fa  qvantopuo,  per  cbe  la  pace  fegua  : 
E  quando  alfin  tuttl  li  vedefordi 
Ar<?/z  volere  ajfcntire  a  pace,  o  triegtia  ; 
Fa  difcorrendo^  come  almen  gli  accordi 
£;,  cbe  run  dopo  I'altro  il  campo  ajjegua  ; 
E  pel  miglior  partite  al  f.n  gli  occorre^ 
Cb'ognuno  a  forte  il  campo  s'abbia  a  \orre. 

Fiquattro  brevi  porre  :  tin,  Mandricardo 
E  Rodomonte  injieme  fcritto  ai'ea  ; 
A^  raltro  era  Ruggier o,  e  Alandricardo  j 
Rodomonte,  e  Ruggier  raltro  dicta  ; 
Dicea  I'altro  Marfifa^  e  Mandricardo  : 
Indi  a  I'arbitrio  de  I'injiabil  Dca 
Lifece  trarre  ;  il primo  fu  il  Signore 
Di  Sarza  a  ufcir  con  Mandricardo  fuore. 

46. 

Mandricardo^  e  Ruggier  fu  nel  fecondo  j 
Nel  terzofu  Ruggier^  e  Rodomonte  : 
Rejll  Marffa,  e  Mandricardo  infondot 
Di  che  la  donna  elbe  turbata  front  e. 
Ne  Rtiggierpiu  di  lei  pai  <ve  giocondo  : 
Sa  cbe  leforzc  de  i  duo  primi prw.td 
flan  tra  Icr  da  jlnir  le  liti  in  guija^ 
Che  non  nefia  per  Jet  nc  ptr  Afarffa. 

Giacea  non  lungi  da  Pari«i  un  loco, 
Che  vo'gea  un  miglis  o  psco  me  no  int'jrno  : 
Lo  cingea  tutto  un  argine  non  poco 
Sublime^  ti  guija  d'un  tcatro  aawno, 
Un  cojlel  gia  vi  fu,  ma  11  fcrro,  e  (ift<c\s 
Le  mura-t  e  i  teiti,  ed  a  ruina  andornc. 

uo  vederne  in  SH  lajhada^ 
volta  a  Borgo  il  Par?nig'ui»Q  vafa. 


42. 

No  lefs  does  Rodomont  claim  the  firft  lift 
The  emprize  with  his  rival  too  to  end  ; 
Which,  that  he  might  the  Africans  alliit, 
He  had  broke  off,  and  did  till  now  fufpend. 
Ruggier  does  alfo  on  die  field  infift, 
And  fays,  the  fuff'ring  did  him  much  offend, 
That  Rodomonte  fhould  his  horfe  detain, 
Widiout  firft  trying,  it  by  fight  to  gain. 

43- 

This  more  to  puzzle,  comes  the  Tartar  too, 
And  fays,  that  by  no  means  Ruggiero  ought 
Upon  his  fhield  the  white-wing'd  eagle  (hew, 
And  rage  and  fury  fo  upon- him  wrought, 
That  he,  tho'  him  three  others  did  purfue, 
Would  all  the  quarrels  all  at  once  have  fought : 
Nor  would  the  reft  any  retreat  have  made, 
If  the  confent  they  of  their  King  had  had. 

44- 

With  pray'rs,  King  Agramant,  and  good  advice, 
Does  all  he  can,  that  they  to  peace  betake  ; 
At  laft,  when  all  of  them  he  deaf  defcries, 
To  peace  or  truce  they'll  no  agreement  make  : 
That  he  at  leaft  may  fettle,  round  he  hies, 
That  one  the  field  may  after  t'other  take  ; 
And  does  at  laft,  as  the  belt  way  defign, 
That  he'll  the  field  to  each  by  lot  affign. 

45"- 
Four  fcripts  he  caus'd  be  form'd,  one  Mandricard 

And  Rodomont  together  written  had  ; 
On  t'other  was  Ruggier  and  Mandricard ; 
Ruggier  and  Rodomont  another  faid  ; 
Another  faid  Marphife  and  Mandricaid ; 
Then,  at  the  will  o'  th'  Goddefs  never-ftay'd, 
Caus'd  them  to  draw  them,  and  the  Sarzan  King 
With  Mandricardo  out  the  firft  did  fpring. 

46. 

I'  th'  fecond  Mandricard  was  and  Ruggier : 
F  th'  diird  Ruggier  and  Rodomont  were  view'd; 
Marphife  and  Mandricard  i'  th'  bottom  are, 
At  which  the  Lady's  face  difhirbed  Ihew'd  : 
Nor  did  Ruggier  more  pleas'd  than  her  appear, 
He  knew  the  rirft  two  with  fuch  force  endu'd, 
They'd  'twixt  them  end  the  ftrife  in  fuch  a  guile. 
Nought  would  be  left  for  him,  or  for  Marphife. 

4*- 

Not  far  from  Paris  there  does  lie  a  place, 

A  mile,  or  little  lefs,  around  does  (hew  ; 

A  bank  lurrounds  the  whole,  which  fuch  height  has. 

Like  a  rich  dieatre  it  fecms  to  th'  view  : 

There  once  a  caftle  ftood ;  but  fword  und  blaze 

The  walls  and  roofs  in  ruins  overthrew. 

The  Parmefan  may  fee  one  of  fuch  fort 

V  th'  war,  when  he  to  JBorgo  does  retort. 

'  K  2  48, 
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48. 


48. 


In  quejla  locofu  la  lizza  fatta 

Di  brevi  legni  (Tognintorno  cb'nifa, 

Per  ginjlo  fya~io  quadra,  al  bifogno  atta, 

Con  due  capad  porte^  come  s'ufa. 

Giunto  il  di,  cb'al  Re  par  cbe  ft  combat  t a 

T'ra  i  cavalier,  cbe  non  ricercan  fcufa  i 

Fu'~i,  abprcjjb  a  ie  sbarre  in  ambi  i  lati 

Cvura  I  rajlrdli  i  padiglion  tiraii. 

49- 

AW  padiglion,  ch'e  plii  verfo  ponente, 
Sta  il  Re  d'  Algier,  cba  membra  di  gigante  : 
Gli  psn  lo  fcogllo  indojjb  del  Serpents 
Uardito  Ferrau  con  Sacripante. 
Jl  Re  Gradajfi ,  e  Fulfiron  poffente 
Sana  in  quell' altro  al  lato  di  levante  ; 
E  metton  di  hr  man  I'arme  Troiane 
JndoJJb  alfucccffor  del  Re  Agricane. 

Sedeva  in  tribunate  arnpio,  e  fublnne 
II  Re  d1  Africa  ;   e  feco  era  /' Ijpano  : 
Pol  Stordilano,  e  I' a  It  re  genti  prime, 
•Che  riveria  I'efercito  Pagano, 
Beato  a  chi  pan  dare  argini,  e  ctme 
D'arborijlanza,  cbe  gli  alzi  dal piano  : 
Grande  e  la  calca,  e  grande  in  ogni  lato 
Popolo  ondeggia  intorno  al granjteccato* 

51- 

Eran  con  la  Regina  di  Cajl'iglia 
Regine^  e  Principe ffe^  e  nobil  dorme 
D'  Aragsn.  di  Granata,  e  di  Siviglla^ 
E  fin  di  prejfo  a  I' Atlantee  colonne. 
llta  quai  di  Stordilanfcdea  la  figlia, 
Cbe  di  duo  drappi  avea  le  riccbe  gonne, 
L'un  d'un  rojjb  mal  tinto^  e  F altro  roerde\ 
Ma'l  primo  quafi  imbianca^  e  il  color  per de. 

52- 

In  abito  fuccinto  era  Marfifa, 
^italfi  conviene  a  donna^  ed  a  guerrierat 
Ttrmmdonte  forfe  a  quclla  guifa 
Vide  Ippolita  ornarft^  e  lafuafchiera. 
Gia  con  la  cotta  d'arme  a  la  divifa 
Del  Re  Agramante>  in  campo  venufera 
L'Araldoafar  divieto,  e  metier  leggi> 
Cht  nt  infatto,  tie  in  delta  alcun  parteggi. 

La  fpeffa  turba  afpetta  defiando 
La  pugna,  ejpejfe  incolpa  il  venir  tar  do 
DC  i  duofamoji  cava!ieriy  quando 
S'ode  dalpadigiio  di  Mandricardo 
Alto  rumor ,  cbe  vien  mdtipkcando. 
Orfafpiate,  Signer,  cbe'l  Re  gagllardi) 
Di  Sericana,  e'l  Tartaro  poflente 
Fanno  iitnmuhoy  tl grido  chefifen'e, 


Upon  this  fpot  the  lifts  they  did  prepare. 
Ot'lhort  rails  round,  all  entrance  to  rehiie. 
Fit  for  th'  occafion,  exactly  fquare. 
With  t\vo  capacious  gates,  as  is  the  ufr  : 
The  day  now  come,  when  the  King  did  d 
The  knights  fhould  combat,  who'll  admit  no  triKe  • 
Upon  each  fide,  near  to  the  fence  convev'd., 
Pavilions  were  againft  the  barrier  fpread. 

49. 

In  the  pavilion  which  was  tow'rd?  the  weft. 
The  King  of  Algiers  like  a  giant  ftood  : 
Him,  with  the  dragon's  fcaly  covering,  drefs!J 
Sacripant,  and  Ferrau  of  courage  good : 
In  t'other  are,  which  lay  towards  the  eaft, 
Gradals  and  Falliron,  with  might  endued, 
And  with  their  hands  the  Trojan  arms  put  on 
The  back  of  the  King  Agricane's  fon. 

50. 

On  a  tribunal  ample  and  fublime, 
Sat  Afric's  King,  with  him  the  King  of  Spain : 
Then  Stordilan  and  other  chieftains  prime, 
Who  in  the  Pagan  camp  high  rank  maintain. 
Happy,  who  to  the  tops  of  trees  could  climb, 
Or  fit  on  bank  to  raife  him  from  the  plain  ! 
Great  is  the  crouding  all  around  the  place ; 
To  the  lifts,  waves  immenfe  of  people  pafs. 

51- 

Upon  Caftiglia's  Queen  around  did  wait, 
Queens,  Princefles,  and  noble  ladies  fair, 
Of  Aragon,  Sevillia,  and  Granate, 
And  quite  from  hence  to  Atlas  columns  near  ; 
'Mongft  whom  of  Stordilan  the  daughter  late, 
Who  of  two  cloaths,  a  veftment  rich  did  wear ; 
One  was  of  paler  red  and  verdant  one, 
Whitifh  the  firft,  as  if  the  tincl  was  flown. 

52- 

In  fuccincl:  veftments  cloathed  was  Marphifc, 
As  fuited  dame,  who  feats  in  arms  atchiev'd. 
Thermoodon  perhaps  drefs'd  in  fuch  guife, 
Hippolita  and  all  her  troop  perceiv'd. 
Now,  in  his  coat  of  arms,  with  the  device 
Of  Agramante,  to  the  field  arriv'd 
The  herald,  to  forbid,  and  laws  impofe, 
That  none  in  deed  or  word  ftiould  interpofe. 

53- 

The  num'rous  croud,  eager  the  fight  to  fpy, 
Wait,  and  the  flow  arrival  frequent  biame 
Of  the  two  famous  knights,  when  rumour  high 
From  out  of  Mandricard's  pavilion  came; 
Which  ftill  encreafed,  as  it  drew  more  nigh. 
Now  know,  Sir,  Sericano's  King,  of  fame 
For  valour,  and  the  mighty  Tartar,  made 
This  noife  and  clamour,  which  itfelf  difplay'd, 


54- 
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54- 

,{\  -cndo  armato  il  Re  di  Sericana 
Di  fua  man  tutto  il  Re  di  Tartar  ia^ 
Per  porgli  al  fianco  la  fpada  fopranay 
Che  gia  d'Orlandofu^  Je  ne  venia  : 
uando  nel porno  fcrhto  Durlndana 
Ide  e'l  Quarticr  ;  ch' Almonte  aver  folia , 
Cb'a  quel  mefchin  fu  tolto  ad  unafonte, 
Dal  giovinetto  Orlando  in  Ajpramonte. 

VcJ.endda  fu  certO)  cb'era  quella 
Tanto  famofa  del  Signer  d?  An  giant?, 
Per  cul  con  grande  armata^  e  la  phi  beila, 
Che  glammal  ft  parti  fje  di  Levant  e , 
Soggiogato  avea  il  Regno  di  Cti/lella, 
E  Francia  vinto  ejjo  pochi  a/mi  inante  : 
Ma  non  pub  imaginarji,  come  avvcnga, 
C'or  Mandricardo  in  juo  pater  la  tenga. 

56. 

E  dlmandtgli,  fe  per~Jorza,  o  patto 
L'aveJJe  tolta  al  Conte,  e  dove,  e  qitando  > 
£  Mandricardo  dijje^  c' avea  fat  to 
Gran  battaglia  per  ejfa  con  Orlando  j 
£  come  finto  quel  ?  era  poi  matto^ 
Cofe  ctprire  il  fuj  timor  fperando, 
Ch'era  a" aver  coniinua  guerra  mecs 
Fin  chela  buona fpada  avej/e  feco^ 

E  dicea,  ch'itnitato  avea  il  caftcret 
11  qualfijirappa  i  genitali  fui, 
Vedendofi  a  le  fpvlle  II  cacciatore, 
Che  fa  che  non  ricerca  altro  da  lui. 
GradaJJb  non  udl  tutto  il  tenore, 
Che  dijfe^  Non  vo  darla  a  te>  nc  altrui  ; 
Tanto  oro,  tanto  afanno-,  e  tanta  gents 
Ci  ho  fpefoj  chee  ben  mia  debitanientc , 

58. 

Cercatl  purfornir  d'unaltra  fpada* 
Ch'io  voglio-  quejlar  e  nsn  ti  paia  nutvo  : 
Pazzo,  ofagg'iO)  ch' Orlando  fe  ne  vada, 
Averla  intendo,  cvunque  io  la  ritrovs. 
Tufenza  tejtimoni  in  sit  lajlranu 
Te  I'ufurpajiii  io  qul  lite  ne  mitovo  : 
La  mia  ragion  dira  nna  fcimitar.ra  ; 
E  faremo  ilgiudicio  ne  la  sbarra, 

0.       ••  59; 

rrtma  ai  guaraagnarla  t  appareccoia^ 

Che  tu  L'adopri  contra  a  Rodomonte. 
Di  comprar  prinia  Farme  e  ufanza  i*ecchi& 
Cb'a  la  battaglia  il  cavalier  s 'i;jf route . 
Piu  dolce  fuon  non  mi  viene  a  forecclia 
Rifpofe^  al-zando  il  Tartaro  lafrontc, 
Che  quando  di  battaglia  alcun  mi  tenta  : 
Ma  fa  che  Rodomonte  Io  conjtnia, 


Serican's  King  having  with  armour  clad 
With  his  own  hand  the  King  ot  Tartary, 
Now  to  his  flank  about  to  put  the  blade, 
Which  once  Orlando's  was,  was  coming  nigh  : 
When  on  the  pommel  the  arms  Almont  had, 
And  Durindana  wrote  he  did  efpy  ; 
Which  from  him  haplefs,  taken  at  a  font, 
By  young  Orlando  was,  in  Afpramont. 

He,  feeing  it,  was  certain  it  was  that 

Of  the  Lord  Angiant's,  which  fuch  great  name  bore, 

For  which,  with  armament  the  molt  complete, 

That  e'er  fet  fail  from  off  the  eaftern  more, 

He  had  fubdu'd  the  whole  Caftilian  ftate, 

And  France  had  conquer'd  a  few  years  before : 

But  to  himfelf  he  could  no  way  explain, 

By  what  means  Mandricard  did  this  obtain. 

56. 

And  afk'd,  if  he  by  force  or  compact  had 
From  the  Count  taken  it,  and  when,  and  where, 
And  Mandricard,  that  he,  for  this,  had  made 
Sharp  battle  with  Orlando,  did  declare  : 
And  that  he  afterwards  feign'd  himfelf  mad, 
Hoping  thereby  to  colour  o'er  his  fear, 
As  he  with  me  continued  war  mult  have, 
While  he  fhould  with  him  bear  this  fword  fo  brave. 

57- 

And  faid,  to  beaver  he  did  femblance  bear, 
Who  his  own  genitals  will  tear  away, 
Seeing  the  hnntfman  at  his  {boulders  near, 
Knowing  he  feeks  of  him  no  other  prey. 
GradafTb  the  whole  tenor  did  not  hear, 
But,  This  from  you  and  a-Ir  I'll  keep,  did  fay ; 
So  many  men,  fuch  trouble,  fa  much  coin, 
This  iword  has  coft  me,  it  is  juftly  mine. 

58. 

Try,  and  yourfelf  furnifb  with  other  blade, 
This  I'll  have,  nor  ftrange  be  it  in  your  fight ; 
Whether  Orlando  bcdifcreet  or  mad, 
I  mean  to  have't,  where-e'er  I  on  it  light : 
This  without  evidence  or  claim  you  had 
Upon  the  road,  I  claim  it  ?.s  my  right ; 
My  fcymitar  for  me  my  caule  mali  fpeak, 
And  in  the  lifts  the  trial  we  will  make. 

59- 

Do  you  prepare  yourfelf  this  firft  to  gain, 
Ere  you  employ  it  ag-finft  Rodomont. 
Firft  to  buy  arms,  old  cuftom  does  ordain, 

a  m  combat  any  knight  confront. 
My  ears  no  iweeter  founds  do  e'er  attain, 
The  Tartar  anfwer'd,  raifing  up  his  front, 
Than  when  of  combat  any  mention's  made ; 
But  to "confent  firft  Rodomont  perfuade. 
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60. 

Fa  cbefta  tua  la  prima,  e  eke  fitolga 
11  Re  a:  Sarza  In  tcnzm  feconda  ; 
E  nan  tl  dubitar,  cb'io  nun  mi  Volga, 
E  cVa  te,  ed  ad  ognaliro  to  nan  rifpcnda. 
Ruggier  grido ;  Non  vo,  cheji  dijcidga 
11  patto,cpiu  la  forte fi  confonda  : 
O  Rodomont  e  in  campo  prima  faglia  j 
Ofia  lafua  dopo  la  mia  battaglia. 

6r. 

Se  di  GradaJJo  la  ragi on  prevail 
Prima  acquiftar,  che  porre  in  opra  I'arme  ; 
Ne  tti  Faquila  mia  da  le  blanche  ale 
Prima  ufar  dei  cbe  nan  me  tie  difarme  : 
Ma  po:  ih'e  ftato  il  rnio  vder  gia  tale  ; 
Di  miafentenza  non  voglio  appe/larme, 
Che  fiafeccnda  la  battaglia  mia, 
Ruanda  dei  Re  d '  Algier  la  prima  fia. 

62. 

Se  turberete  voi  I' or  dine  in  parte, 
la  totalmente  turberolh  ancora  : 
lo  non  intendo  il  mio  fcudo  lafciarte* 
Se  contra  me  nm  lo  combatti  or  or  a. 
Se  runo>  e  Faltro  di  voi  fojfe  Marte, 
Rifpofe  Mandricardo  irato  allora, 
Nonfaria  /'«»,  ne  I'altro  atto  a  vietarme 
La  buona  fpada,  o  quelle  nobil  arme. 

63- 

E  tratto  da  la  csllera  avventojfe 
Col  pugno  chiufoal  Re  di  Sericana  : 
£  la  man  dejha  tn  modo  gli  percojfe, 
Cfr  abbandonar  glifece  Durindana. 
GradaJJo  non  crcdendo  cfregli  fojfe 
Di  cafe  folk  audacla,  e  coji  infana, 
Colto  improvvifo  fu^  cbejlavaa  bada, 
E  toltafi  trovo  la  buona  fpada.   • 

64. 

Ccfifcornato  di  vergogna,  e  d"tra 
Nelvifo  awampa,  epar^  che  getti  fm:o^ 
E  piu  I'affl'gge  il  cajo,  e  lo  martira 
Pol ^  che  gli  accode  infipalefe  loco. 
Bramafo  di  vendetta  fi  ritii  a 
A  trar  la  fcimitarra  a  dietro  un  poco  : 
Mandricardo  in  fe  tantofi  tonfida, 
Che  Ruggiero  anco  u  la  battaglia  sfida, 

65. 

Vtnitc  pur  innanzi  ambeduo  infume^ 
E  vfngane^  per  terzo  Rodomonte^ 

,  e  tutto  I' unian  feme. 


60. 


Cb'io  Jon  per  fempre  mui  volger  la  front  e. 
Coft  dicendo  quel,  che  nulla  teme, 
Mena  d' in  tor  no  la  fpada  d*  Almonte  ; 
Lo  Jaido  imbraccia  difdcgnofo,  e  fiero 
Contra  Graduffo,  e  centra  il  buon  Ruggier 


Contrive  that  your's  be  rlril,  and  that  fhall  take 

The  King  of  Sarza  next  contention ; 

And  don't  iufpecl  that  I  will  turn  my  back, 

Or  will  not  anfwer  you  and  ev'ry  one. 

Ruggier  cry'd  out,  You  fha'n't  the  compact  break, 

Or  put  the  lots  in  fuch  confufion  : 

Either  let  Rodomont  firft  take  the  field, 

Or  to  my  combat  let  his  combat  yeild. 

61. 

If  of  Gradaflb  does  the  reafon  fway, 
Before  you  ufe  the  arms,  firft  to  obtain, 
My  white-wing'd  eagle  you  fhould  not  difjjjay, 
Before  you  it  by  conqueft  from  me  gain  : 
But  fince  my  will  is  fettled  in  fuch  way, 
To  my  opinion  fteady  I'll  remain, 
That  my  encounter  take  the  fecond  place, 
Since  the  firft  fight  the  King  of  Algiers  has. 

62. 

If  you  the  order  in  fome  part  moleft, 
I  alfo  will  difturb  it  totally  : 
You  with  my  fhield  fhall  not  fecurely  reft, 
If  me  you  will  not  combat  inilantly. 
Were  each  of  you  the  God  of  war  confefs'd, 
Now  anfwer'd  Mandricard,  in  anger  high, 
You  could  not  both  be  able  to  refufe 
Me  the  good  fword,  the  noble  arms  to  ufe. 

63. 

Aud  urg'd  by  choler  vaft,  he  forward  fhot, 
With  his  clos'd  fift,  to  th'  King  of  Serican, 
And  with  fuch  force  upon  his  right  hand  fmote, 
He  made  him  quit  his  hold  of  Durindan  : 
Gradafs,  who  that  he  was  fo  rafh,  ne'er  thou  ght 
Of  fuch  fool-hardinefs,  and  fo  infane, 
With  fuch  furprife  was  feiz'd,  he  flood  at  bay, 
And  his  good  fword  found  from  him  ta'en  away. 

64. 

With  fltame  abafh'd,  with  anger  heated  o'er, 
His  vifage  flam'd,  and  feem'd  to  caft  a  blaze  : 
And  this  afflicts  him,  and  torments  him  more, 
As  it  had  happen'd  in  fuch  publick  place : 
Ddirous  of  revenge,  he  backward  bore 
Some  fteps,  and  quick  his  fcymitar  difplays. 
On  hhnfelf  Mandricard  does  fo  rely, 
He  Ruggier  alfo  does  to  fight  defy. 

65. 

Come  on,  advance  together,  both  of  ye ; 
And,  for  the  third,  come  alfo  Rodomont; 
Africa,  Spain,  all  human  progeny. 
For  I'm  ftill  ready  to  oppofe  my  front. 
So  faying,  he,  whom  nought  could  terrify. 
Around  did  wheel  the  weapon  of  Almont; 
And,  fill'd  with  fiercenefs  and  difdain,  his  fhield 
Againfl  Gradafs  and  brave  Ruggier  did  wieltl. 

66 
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Lafcia  la  euro  a  me^  dicta 
Ch'io  gttarifea  cojiul  de  la  pazzia. 
Per  Did)  dicea  Ruggier,  non  1e  la  laj/o, 
C tie/fir  convien  quefta  bat  t  a  gli  a  mia. 
Va  indietro  tu  :  Pavui  pur  tit :  nepajfo 
Pero  tornando,  gridan  tuttavia  ; 
Ed  attaccojffi  la  battaglia  in  terzo, 
Ed  era  per  ufcirne  unjirano  fcherzo , 

67. 

Se  moltl  nonfi  fojfiro  interpojll 
A  quel  furor ,  non  con  troppo  conjiglioy 
Ch'a  fpefe  lor  quafiimparar,  che  cojH 
Voler  altri  fulvar  confuoperiglio  : 
Ne  tutto  il  mondo  mat  li  avria  compofti^ 
Se  non  venia  col  Re  di  Spagtja  ilfiglio 
Del  famofo  Troiano ;  al  cut  confpetto 
Tutti  ebbon  riverenziay  e  gran  rifpetto. 

68. 

Si  _fe  Agramant  e  la  cagione  efporre 
Di  quejia  nova  lite  coji  ardent  e  : 
Pot  molto  affaticofli  per  difporre, 
Che  per  quella  giornata  folamente 
A  Mandricardo  la  fpada  d'  Ettorre 
Concedeffe  GradaJ/o  umanamente 
Tanto,  c'avejfejin  i'afpra  contefa, 
C'avea  gid  incontra  a  Rodomonte  prefa* 

69. 

Mentreftudia  placarli  il  Re  Agramante^ 
Ed  or  con  queftoy  ed  or  con  quel  ragiona  ; 
Da  Faltro  padiglion  tra  Sacripante 
E  Rodomonte  un'alira  lite  fuona. 
11  Re  CircaJ/O)  come  e  detto  inante^ 
Stava  di  Rodomonte  a  la  perfona  ; 
Ed  egli)  e  Ferrau  git  aveano  indotte 
L'arme  delfuo  progenitor  Nembrotte., 

70. 

Ed  eran  poi  vennti  ove  il  deftriero 
Facea  mordendo  ilricco  fren  fpunwjo  ; 
Jo  dico  il  buon  Frontin^  per  cui  Ruggiero 
Stava  iracondoi  e  piu  cbemai  fJegnofo. 
Sacripante,  cb'cipor  tal  cavaliero 
In  campo  avea,  nriravacitriofo^ 
Se  ben  j errata ,  e  benguernito^  e  in  punio 
Era  ildejlrier,  come  doveafe  a  punto. 

71- 

E  venendo  a  guardargli  piu  a  rninuto 
1  fegni,  e  lefattezze  ifnelle,  ed  attc, 
Ebbefuor  d'ogni  dubbio  conofciuto, 
Che  quejh  era  il  dejlrier  fuo  Frontalatte  , 
Che  tanto  caro  gia  s'avea  tenuto, 
Per  cui  gia  avea  milt  querelefatte  : 
E  poi  che  gli  fu  tolto\  itn  tempo  volfe 
Setnpre  ire  a  picdi^  in  modo  gli  nt  dolff* 
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66. 

To  me,  Gradaflb  faid,  the  care  permit, 
To  cure  this  man  of  his  infanity. 
By  heav'n,  faid  Ruggier,  that  I'll  not  admit, 
It  better  fuits,  I  fhould  fuch  combat  try. 
Go  backward  you. — Go  you. — Yet  neither  quit 
Their  fpot ;  but  (till  repeat  their  clamours  high  ; 
And  now  engag'd  in  combat  tripartite, 
And  there  was  like  to  happen  a  flrange  fight ; 

67. 

Did  not  themfclves  a  many  interpofe 
To  this  their  rage,  with  judgment  not  too  wife  ; 
Near  learning  at  their  coft,  what  'tis  t'  expofe, 
For  other's  good,  themfelves  to  injuries  : 
Nor  could  their  tumults  the  whole  world  compofe  ; 
But  that  there,  with  the  Spanifh  Monarch,  hies 
The  famous  Trojan's  fon,  whom  when  they  view, 
All  him  profound  refpect  and  rev'rence  {hew. 

68. 

King  Agramant  made  them  the  caufe  difclofe 
Of  this  new-rais'd,  fo  hot,  contention : 
Then  greatly  did  he  labour  to  difpofe, 
That,  in  good  nature,  for  one  day  alone, 
Gradaflb  fhould,  of  Heftor  valourous, 
Permit  that  Mandricard  the  fword  put  on, 
'Till  of  this  conteft  dire,  he  end  fhould  make, 
Which  he  'gainft  Rodomont  did  undertake. 

69. 

While  thefe  to  pacify  try'd  Agramant, 
And  now  with  one,  now  t'other  reafoned, 
A  ftrife  'twixt  Rodomont  and  Sacripant 
From  th'  oppofite  pavilion  ecchoed. 
CircaiTia's  King,  as  I  did  late  defcant, 
On  Rodomonte  clofe  attending  flay'd  ; 
And  he  and  Ferrau  him  had  cover'd  o'er 
With  th'  arms  of  Nimrod  his  progenitor. 

70. 

And  then  came,  where  the  war-horfe  did  appear 
Champing  and  foaming  o*er  his  gallant  rein  ; 
I  mean  the  brave  Frontin,  for  which  Ruggier 
Was  more  than  e'er  in  anger  and  difdain. 
Sacripant,  who  mufl  bring  this  cavalier 
Into  the  field,  remark'd,  intent  amain, 
If,  was  well  fhod,  and  well  accoutered, 
And  in  all  points  exactly  right,  the  fked. 

71- 

And,  as  he  now  did  more  exactly  view 
His  marks,  his  well-turn 'd  limbs,  and  delicate, 
.  Devoid  of  ev'ry  doubt,  he  clearly  knew, 
That  this  was  his  own  war-horfe  Frontalate; 
To  which  he  always  did  fuch  kindnefs  fhew, 
Which  to  him  thoufand  quarrels  did  create  : 
And  when  it  from  him  taken  was,  to  go 
On  foot  feme  time  refolv'd,  it  greiv'd  him  fc> 

TK 
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Innanzi  .ill*'a:ca  glie  t'avea  B  rim*  Ho 


72- 


ylty  di  fctto  quei  mt&ftno  gi 
lfad  Angelic 


Clfad  Angelica  ancor  tolje  Fanelh, 
Al  Conte  Orlando  Bali  far  da,  il  cow, 
E  la  J  pa  da  a  Marfifa  \  ed  avea  quii.o 
Dopo,  chefece  in  Africa  ritorno 
Con  Bal'farda  injieme  a  Ruggier  dato, 
II  qual  fai'ea  Frontin  poi  nsminato. 

£htando  ccnobbe  nan  fe  apporre  in  fallo^ 
Dijfi  ii  CircaJJo  al  Re  d"  Aigier  rivolto  : 
Sappi  Signer  )  cbe  quejlo  e  il  mio  ca-vall?) 
Cb'ad  Albracca  difurto  mi  fu  tolto. 
Bene  ai'rci  tcjlimoni  da  provalh  ; 
jlfa  perchefon  da  noi  lontani  molto, 
S'alcun  h  nifga9  io  gli  vo  foftenere 
Con  far  me  in  man  le  mi  e  parole  vere. 

Ben  fan  -ccntento  per  la  cotnpagnia 
In  quejii  pochi  di  Jlata  ft  a  noi, 
Che  prejiato  il  cavallo  oggi  ti  fta, 
Ch'io  veggo  ben  cbe  fenza  far  non  puoi. 
Pero  con  pattofe  per  cofa  tnia9 
E  pr  eft  at  a  da  me  ronojcer  vuoi. 
Altrimenti  d\averh  nonfarjJima^ 
Se  tu  non  lo  combatti  meco  prima. 

Rodomonte,  delquak  un  piu  orgogliofo 
Non  ebbe  mai  tutto  il  mejlier  de  i'armey 
Al  quale  in  e/Jcrforte^  e  coraggiofo 
Alcuno  antico  d*  a^guagliar  nan  par  me  ; 
Rifpofe  :  Sacripante,  ogn  altro  cb'ofo, 
Fuor  che  tu,  fojje  in  tal  msdo  a  parlarme, 
Con  juo  tnalji  jaria  tofto  aweduto^ 
Cbe  meglio  era  per  lui  di  nafcer  mitto, 

<6' 
Ma  per  l#  compagnia,  the,  come  bai  (let  to, 

JSlovellamentt  infieme  abbiamo  prefa  j 

Ti  Jon  contento  aver  tanto  rifpetto^ 

Ch'io  fannnonifca  a  tjrdar  quefta  im^nfa^ 

l";n,cbe  dc  In  battaglia  vcggi  ejf'etic, 

Che  fra  il  Tartaro,  e  me  tcfto  fa  accefa  ; 

Do-'ce  parti  uno  ejcmpio  innaKzi  jpero 

C'avrai  di  grazia  a  dlnni^  Albi  il  dejlritro. 

Gli  e  teco  cortrfia  I'tfl'er  villano^ 

DiJJe  il  Circajfo  pien  d'ira^  e  di  fdfgnot 

Ala  pitt  cbiaroti  dico  ora,  c  piu  piano  ^ 

Che  tu  nox  facia  in  quei  dejlrier  difegno  ; 

Che  telo  difendo  io,  tanto  cliin  mano 

^uejia  vindicemiafpada  joftegno, 

E  metier  evvi  infino  a  Pugna,  e  il  dente, 

-.SV  nsnpotn  dif  under  lo  a](ramente. 


T.efore  Albracca,  by  Brunei,  that  day, 
Tl:i3  had  from  under  him  away  been  borne, 
He  the  ring  alib  from  Angelica, 
From  Count  Orland,  his  Balifard  and  horn  ; 
And  from  Marphifa  Hole  her  fword  a\\ray  ; 
And  this,  when  he  to  Afric  did  return, 
With  Baiifard  to  Ruggier  did  conflgn, 
"\Vho  the  name  after  gave  it  of  Frontin. 

73- 

Soon  as  he  found  h'ad  certain  knowledge  gain'd, 
To  Algier's  King,  Circaflia*s  turn'd  did  fay, 
Mv  Lord,  that  this  my  horfe  is,  underftand, 
"\Vhich  at  Albracca  thief  did  off  convey  : 
This  by  good  evidence  might  be  fuftain'd  ; 
But  as  they  hence  are  diftant  far  away, 
Should  any  one  deny  it,  with  my  blade 
In  hand,  I'll  prtfve  I  truth  alone  have  faid. 

74- 

For  the  fociety  I  am  content, 
Which  fome  time  lince  arofe  betwixt  us  two, 
That  for  to-day,  to  you  the  horfe  be  lent, 
As  well  I  fee,  you  can't  without  it  do; 
But  with  a  contract,  you  acknowledgement 
Shall  make,  that  it  is  mine,  and  lent  to  you  ; 
Elfe  don't  imagine,  that  you  him  fhail  ride, 
Until  you  firft  with  me  have  combat  try'd. 

75- 

Now  Rodomont,  than  whom  of  greater  pride, 
Thro'  the  whole  trade  of  arms  there  could  not  be 
Who  all  the  ancients,  I  believe,  outvy'd 
Jn  courage  high,  and  matchlefs  bravery, 
Made  anfwer,  Sacripant,  any  befide, 
Who  in  inch  manner  durit  to  talk  to  me, 
Should  foon  perceive,  that,  than  to  meet  my  hate. 
To  be  born  dumb,  had  been  an  happier  fate. 

76. 

But  for  fociety,  as  you  have  iliid, 
Which  has  betwixt  us  two  fo  lately  grown, 
I  am  content  that  this  refpect  be  paid, 
I  advife  you  this  einprize  to  poftpone, 
-'Till  of  the  combat  be  th'  effeft  dilplay'd, 
Which  muft  flame  'twixt  me  and  the  Tartar  foon- 
Where  fuch  example  I  have  hopes  to  fhow, 
With  thanks  you'll  tell  me,  I  the  fteed  forego, 

77- 

Rudenefs  tow  Yds  you  is  proper  courtefy, 
Said  the  Circaffian,  full  of  fierce  difdain, 
But  I  forewarn  you  now  more  openly, 
That  to  this  horfe  you  no  pretence  maintain  : 
For  I'm  refolv'd,  it  to  defend  from  thee, 
While  I  my  vengeful  fword  in  hand  fttAain  ; 
And  I'll  oppofe  you  even  tooth  and  nail, 
Jf  to  defend  it  otherwise  I  fV.il. 
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78. 


Venner  da  le  Carole  a  le  antfft, 
A  i  gridi,  a  le  winaccie,  (i  la  battaglia, 
Che  per  molf  ira  in  piufretta  s'accefe, 
Che  s'accendefje  mat  per  focopaglia. 
Rodommte  ha  Yujbergo^  ed  ogni  arnefe, 
Sacripante  non  ha  piajira,  ne  maglia  : 
Ma  pur,  ft  ben  con  lo  fchertnir  s'adopra> 
Che  tut  to  con  la  fpadafi  ri  copra. 

79- 

Non  erahpojfanza,  elafsrezza 
Dt  Rodomonte,  ancor  cb'era  inf.nita, 
Piu  che  la  prowidenza,  e  la  de/irezza 
Con  cbefueforze  Sacripante  ait  a. 
Non  veltbruota  mat  conpiupre/tezza 
11  m-.  ignofowan,  the  I  grano  trita, 
Che  fascia  Sacripant  e^  or  rnano,  orpiede 
Di  qua  di  lay  dove  bifogno  vede. 

80. 

Ma  Ferrauy  ma  Serpentino  arditi 
Trajfin  lefpede,  eft  cacciar  tra  loro, 
Dal  ReGrandoniO)  da  Ifolierfeguiti, 
Da  molt'altri  Signor  delpopol  Moro. 
Que/li  erano  i  romori  ;  i  quail  uditi 
Ne  F  altro  padiglton  fur  da  cojloroy 
<3>uivi  per  accordar  venuti  in  vano 
Col  Tartars  Ruggiero,  e  I'Sericano. 

81. 

Venne  chi  la  novella  al  Re  Agramante 
Riporto  certa,  come  pel  dejiriero 
Avea  con  Rodomonte  Sacripante 
Incominciato  un  ofpro  aflalto,  e  fiero. 
li  Re  confufo  di  difcordie  tante, 
DiJJe  a  Marftlio^  Abbi  tu  qui  penftero, 
Che  fra  quejii  guerrier  non  fegua  peggioy 
Alentre  a  I' alt  re  dijordine  io  proveggio. 

82. 

Rodomonte^  che' I  Re  fuo  Signor  mira, 
Frena  I'orgoglio,  e  torna  indietro  ilpajjo  • 
Ne  con  minor  rifpettv  ft  ritira 
Al  venlr  d' Agramante  il  Re  Circaffb. 
£>uel  domanda  la  caufa  dt  tant'ira 
Con  real  vifo,  e  pc.rlar  grave,  e  bajjo  : 
E  cerca,  pot  che  n'bn  comprefo  il  tutto^ 
Porlt  d'accordo,  e  non  vi  fa  alcunfrutto. 

83- 

//  Re  CircaJJb  ilfuo  dejirter  non  vuoley 
CHal  Re  d'Aigier  piu  iungamente  rejliy 
Se  non  s'umilia  lanto  di  parole^ 
Cbe  h  venga  a  pregar ,  che  glselo  prtjl'i , 
Rodomonte  fuperbo,  comefifole, 
Glirifponde,  Nelciel^  netu  fareji't> 
Che  cofa,  che  per  forza  cverpetej/i, 
Da  altri,  che  da  mi  taai  conojl'ej/i* 
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78. 

From  bitter  words,  they  to  contention, 
To  clamour,  menaces,  and  battle,  pafs'd, 
Which  from  their  anger  fo  fwift  flaming  run, 
That  It  raw  by  torch  is  light  up  in  lefs  hafle. 
Rodomont  his  cuirafs  and  arms  had  on, 
King  Sacripant  was  in  no  armour  brac'd  ; 
But  feem'd,  fo  artful  a  defence  he  made, 
To  fhield  himfelf  all  over  with  his  blade. 

79- 

The  might  was  not,  or  the  ferocity 
Of  Rodomont,  altho'  'twas  infinite, 
Beyond  the  caution  and  dexterity^ 
With  which  his  force  Sacripant  us'd  in  fight. 
Never  turn'd  round  with  more  rapidity         [[might, 
Mill-itone,  which  grinds   the  corn  with  pond'rous 
Than  here,  and  there,  with  hand  and  foot  did  ply 
Sacripant,  where  he  did  occafion  fpy. 

80. 

But  Ferrau,  Serpentin,  who  nothing  fear. 
Their  weapons  drew,  and  'twixt  them  hurried, 
By  King  Grandonio  and  Ifolier, 
And  many  Moorifh  nobles,  followed. 
Thefe  were  the  rumours  vaft,  which  they  did  hear, 
From  forth  t'other  pavilion  echoed  : 
Here,  to  compofe  their  quarrel,  came  in  vain, 
Ruggier,  the  Tartar,  and  the  Serican. 

81. 

One  came,  who  news,  as  certain  truth,  convey'd 
Unto  King  Agramant,  that  for  a  fleed, 
With  Rodomonte  Sacripante  had 
A  fierce  aflault  and  cruel  entered. 
The  Monarch,  by  fuch  difcords  vaft  difmay'd, 
Said,  You  Marfilius,  in  this  place  take  heed, 
That  'mongft  thefe  warriors  worfe  may  not  betide, 
While  t'other  tumult  I  to  end  provide. 

82. 

Seeing  his  Lord  the  King,  his  pride  and  ire 
Rodomont  quells,  and  backward  turns  his  pace  ; 
Nor  does  with  lefs  refpecl  himfelf  retire 
At  Agramant's  approach,  the  King  Circafs : 
He  ot  luch  rage  the  motive  does  enquire, 
With  royal  afpecl,  fpeech  that  folemn  was  ; 
And  try'd,  when  of  the  whole  he  knowledge  gain'd, 
To  end  the  quarrel,  but  no  fruit  obtain'd, 

83- 

His  fteed  Circaffia's  King  will  not  permit 
Should  longer  with  the  Algier  King  remain, 
Unlefs  in  fpeech  he  will  fo  far  fubmit, 
The  loan  of  it,  by  aflcing,  to  obtain. 
His  ufual  pride  Rodomont  will  not  quit ; 
But  anfwer'd,  Heav'n  nor  you  this  point  can  gain; 
That,  for  whate'er  my  own  might  can  beftow, 
To  others  I  fhould  obligations  owe, 
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84- 

//  Re  chiede  al  Circajfo,  che  ragione 
Ha  nel  cavallo,  t  tome  gli  fu  tolto  j 
E  quel  di  parte  in  parte  il  tutto  efpone, 
Ed  efponendo  s'arrofcijfi  in  volto ; 
®)uando  gli  narra,  che'l  fottil  ladrone, 
Gh'in  un  alto  penjier  Vaveva  colto, 
La  fella  su  qualtro  ajle  gli  fu/olj&, 
E  di  fotto  il  deftrier  nudo  gli  tolfe. 


84, 


Marfifa,  che  ira  gli  altri  al  grido 
Tofto  che' I  fur  to  del  cauallo  udi, 
Invifo  feturbo,  che  lefo-venne, 
Che  per  de  la  jua  fpada  ella  quel  di ; 
E  quel  dejhier,  che  parve  avcrie  point 
Da  leifuggendo,  riconobbe  qui, 
Riccnobbe  anco  il  buon  Re  Sacripante, 
Che  non  avea  riconofciuto  inantc. 

86. 

Gli  altri,  cVerano  intorno,  e  che  vantarft 
Brunei  di  quefto  aveano  uditofpejfi, 
Verfo  lui  cominciaro  a  rivcliarfi, 
Efar  paleft  cenni,  ch'era  d'ejfo. 
Marfifa  fofpettando  ad  informarfi 
Da  quejio,  e  da  quell' altro,  c'aveaprejfi, 
Tanto,  che  venne  a  ritrovar,  che  qudloy 
Che  le  tolfe  lafpada,  era  Brunello. 

87. 

E  feppe,  che  pel  furto,  onde  era  degno9 
Che  gli  annodajje  il  collo  un  capeflro  untay 
Dal  Re  Agramante  al  Tingitano  regno 
Fu  con  efempio  inujitato  affunto, 
Marfifa  rinfrefcando  il  vecchio  fdegn& 
Difegno  vendicarfene  a  quel  punto, 
E  punir  fcberni,  e  fcorni,  cheperjlrada 
Fatti  I'aveafepra  la  tolta  fpada. 

88. 

Dalfuoffudier  Felmo  allacciar  Ji  fece9 
Che  dd  reflo  de  I'arme  era  guernita. 
Senza  uibergo  id  non  trovo>  che  mai  diece 
Vdtefojfe  veduta  a  la  fua  vita, 
Dal  giorno,  che  a  portarlo  ajjuefece 
La  fua  perfona,  oltre  ognifede  ardita. 
Con  I'elmo  in  capo  ando,  dovefra  i  primi 
Brunei  fedea  ne  gli  argini  fublimi. 

89. 

Gli  diede  a  prima  giunta  ella  di  piglio 
In  mezzo  il  petto,  e  da  terra  levollo  ; 
Come  levar  fuel  col  falcato  artiglio 
Tal  iiolta  la  r apace  aquila  il  polio. 
£  la,  dove  la  lite  innanzi  alfiglio 
Era  del  Re  Trcian,  coft  poriillo. 
Brunei,  che  giur.to  in  male  man  ft  vede 
Pianger  nan  cejfa,  e  dom&ndar  mercede. 


The  King  enquir'd  of  the  Circaflhn, 
His  right  to  th'horfe,  how  from  him  'twas  convey'd; 
And  he  did  each  particular  explain, 
And  telling  it,  blufties  his  face  o'erlpread ; 
At  faying,  that  fome  pilf 'ring  fubtle  man, 
Who  in  deep  thought  him  had  difcovered, 
His  faddle  did  upon  four  fpears  fuitain, 
'  Aud  the  bare  horfe  had  from  beneath  him  ta'en... 

85. 

Marphifa,  who  came  to  this  clamour  high, 
Wi'  th'  reft,  when  flie  the  theft  o'  th'horfe  did  heai\ 
Chang'd  colour,  as  me  call'd  to  memory, 
That  that  fame  day  her  fword  was  ftole  from  her : 
And  the  horfe  too,  which  feem'd  with  wings  to  fly 
From  her  purfuit,  fhe  recollecled  hei-e ; 
Brave  Sacripant  flie  recollecled  too, 
Unheeded  by  her  till  this  interview. 

86, 

Some,  who  were  there  and  had  heard  frequently 
Brunei  on  this  account  in  boafting  ftrain, 
Did  towards  him  begin  to  caft  an  eye, 
And,  that  he  was  the  man,  give  fignals  plain. 
Marphife,  fufpec"ring,  of  the  company 
Around  enquir'd,  to  information  gain  ; 
Till,  at  the  laft,  fhe  certain  found,  Brunei 
Was  the  fame  man,  who  did  her  weapon  fteal. 

87. 

And  found  for  theft,  which  fhould  reward  obtaia 
The  hempen  noofe  around  his  neck  to  wear, 
By  Agramant  to  his  Tangiers  domain 
He  was  exalted  by  example  rare. 
Marphife  reviving  her  old  wrath  again, 
Refolves  her  vengeance  fhe'll  no  more  defer, 
And  punifhment  of  wrongs  and  fcorn,  fhe  had 
Suftain'd  upon  the  road  from  lofing  of  her  Hade.. 

88. 

8he  caus'd  her  helmet  by  ber  fquire  be  ty'd, 
As,  except  that,  fhe  was  in  arms  complete. 
I  do  not  find,  that  fhe  was  ever  'fpy'd 
Ten  times,  in  her  whole  life,  in  other  ftate, 
E'er  lince  the  day  fhe  to  bear  arms  apply'd 
Herfelf,  of  courage  beyond  credence  great. 
Her  helmet  on,  fhe  went,    'midft  warriors  prime, 
Where  fat  Brunei  upon  the  bench  fublime. 

89- 

She,  at  her  firft  arrival,  him  does  feize 

I'  th'  midft  his  breafr,  and  hoifts  him  from  the  ground : 

Juft  as  with  hooked  talons  oft,  to  raife 

The  pullet,  the  rapacious  eagle's  found  : 

And  thus  me  him,  where  was  the  ftrife,  conveys 

Before  the  foil  of  King  Trojan  renown 'd. 

Brunei,  who  hi  bad  hands  himfelf  did  view, 

To  lament  ceas'd  not,  and  for  mercy  fue. 

90, 
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90. 


Sopra  tutti  i  rumor,  Jlrepiti,  e  gridi, 
Di ckeltampo  era  pien  quaji  tigualmente, 
Brunei^  c'ora  pietade,  ora  Jujfidi 
Domandando  venia,  cofeji  fente, 
Ch'alfuono  di  ramarichi,  e  dijiridi 
Si  fa  d'intorno  accor  tutta  la  gente. 
Giunta  innanzi  al  Re  £  Africa  Marfifa, 
Con  vifo  altler  gli  dice  in  quejia  guifa. 

91. 

Io  voglio  quejlo  ladro  tuo  vajfiilh 
Con  le  mie  mani  impender  per  la  go/a, 
Percbe  il  giorno  medefmo>  cbe'lcavallo 
Acojtuitolle,  a  me  la  fpada  invola. 
Ma  fe  gli  e  ahun,  cbe  voglia  dir  ch'io  fallo, 
Facciafi  innanzi ',  e  dica  una  parola, 
Ch'in  tua  prefenzia  gli  vofo/tenere, 
Che  fe  ne  mente,  e  cb'io  foil  mio  dovere. 

92. 

Mapercbeft  potriaforfe  tmputarme,  ^ 
C'bo  attefo  a  farlo  in  mezzo  a  tante  lift, 
Mentre  cbe  quejli  piufamofe  in  arme 
D'altre  qutrele  fan  tutti  impediti', 
Tre  giorni  ad  impiccarlo  to  vo  indugiarme  : 
Intanto  a  vieni,  o  manda  cbi  Faiti  ; 
Che  dopo,  fe  nonfia  cbi  me  lo  vieti, 
Faro  di  lui  mill*  uccellacci  lieti. 

93^ 

Di  qui  prejjb  a  ire  leghe  a  quella  torre, 
Cheftede  innanzi  ad  un  picciol  bofcbetto, 
Senza  piii  compagnia  mi  vado  a  perre, 
Che  d'una  mia  donzella,  e  d'un  valetto. 
S'alcuno  ardijfe  di  venirmi  a  torre 
Qttejlo  ladron  ;  la  venga,  cb'io  fafpetto, 
Cofe  dijje  e!lat  e  dove  di/e,  prefe 
Tc/fo  la  via,  ne  piii  rtjpofta  attefe. 

94. 

Si? I  colk  innanzi  alfuo  deftrierji  pone 
Brunei,  che  tuttavia  tien  per  le  chiome. 
Piange  il  tniftro,  e  grida,  e  le  perfone. 
In  cbi  fpercr  folia,  cbiama  per  name. 
Reft  a  Agramante  in  talconfufjone 
Di  quejti  intrichi,  che  non  vede,  tome 
Poterli  fciorre  ;  e  gli  par  via  piii  greve 
Cbe  Marfifa  Brunelcoft  gli  leve. 

95- 

Non,  cbe  fapprezzi,  o  che  gli  porti  amore, 
Ar.zi  piu  giorni  fan,  che  Fodia  molto; 
E  Ipejfi  ba  tfimpiccarh  avuto  in  core 
Do$o  cbe  gli  erajtato  I* and  tolto. 
Ma  quejto  at  to  gli  par  contra  ilfuo  oncre  ; 
Si  che  n'avvanpa  di  vergogna  in  volts : 
Vuole  in  perjona  egli  Jegitirla  in  fret t a 
E  a  tuttofuopstirfarne  vendttta. 


90. 


Above  all  noify  rumours,  all  the  cries, 
Of  which  the  field  was  equally  replete, 
Brunei,  who  pity  now,  now  fubfidies, 
Petition'd  for,  made  known  to  all  his  ftate, 
That  all  around  each  perfon  thither  hies, 
At  found  of  his  complaints  and  wailings  great. 
Before  the  King  of  Afric  come,  Marphife, 
With  lofty  look,  fpoke  to  him  in  this  guife  : 

91. 

This  thief,  your  vafTal,  I  am  fix'd  in  mind, 
With  my  own  hands  to  hang  up  by  the  neck ; 
For  he,  on  the  fame  day  that  he  purloin 'd 
His  horfe  from 'him,  from  me  my  fword  did  take. 
If  any  here  fays,  I'm  to  wrong  inclin'd, 
Let  him  come  forth,  and  dare  one  word  to  fpeuk ; 
For,  in  your  prefence,  I'll  maintain  by  fight, 
That  he's  a  Uar,  I  do  nought  but  right. 

92. 

But,  that  no  perfon  may  my  conduct  blame, 
As  'midir.  fuch  ftrifes  this  has  from  me  arofe, 
While  thefe  in  arms  of  moft  exalted  fame, 
Are  by  their  feuds  difabled  to  oppofe  : 
I  to  delay  three  days  refolved  am, 
Mean  time  let  any  for  his  aid  difpofe  ; 
For  then,  if  none  to  hinder  me  has  might, 
I,  with  him,  will  a  thoufand  birds  delight. 

93- 

Him  at  a  tow'r  which  hence  three  leagues  does  lye, 
Before  a  little  coppice  fituate, 
I  go  to  put,  without  more  company 
Than  one  attending  maid  and  one  valet  : 
This  thief  to  free,  mould  any  dare  to  try, 
There  let  him  come,  for  there  I'll  for  him  wait. 
So  faid  me,  and  did  fudden  take  the  way 
She  fpoke  of,  nor  did  for  an  anfwer  flay. 

94- 

Before  her  on  the  horfe's  neck  (he  laid 
Brunei,  whom  by  the  hair  me  did  fuftain  : 
The  wretch  laments  and  cries,  and  thofe  he  had 
Once  greateil  hope  in,  calls  by  name,  in  vain. 
King  Agramant  in  fuch  confufion  ftay'd, 
From  thefe  dilemma's  to  get  free  again 
He  knew  no  way  ;  but  what  feem'd  moft  fevere, 
Was,  that  Marphife  thus  off  Brunei  did  bear. 

95- 

Not  that  he  him  efteem'd,  or  bore  him  love, 
Rather  for  a  long  time  did  him  abhor, 
And  oft  to  hang  him  up  his  thought  did  move, 
E'er  fmce  the  ring  away  from  him  was  tore  ; 
But  this  act  does  t'  his  honour  hurtful  prove, 
So  that  with  fhame  his  vifage  glows  all  o'er : 
In  perfon  he's  inclin'd  purfuit  to  make, 
And  vengeance  of  her;  to  his  utinoft,.  take. 
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Ma  il  Re  Sobrinoy  il  quale  era  prefente, 
Da  quefta  imprefa  molta  il  dijjuade  j 
Dicendogli,  che  mal  convenience 
Era  a  faltetza  di  fua  niaejlode^ 
Se  ben  aveffe  d'ejjerne  vincente 
Fermafperanza,  e  certa  ficurtade  \ 
Piu  c'onor  git  fa  biafm&,  cbe  fi  dlca 
C'abbia  vinta  unafemmina  a  fatica. 

97; 

Poco  Vonore^  e  molto  era  II  periglio 
D'ogni  battagUa,  cbe  con  lei  pigiiajfi  j 
£  eke  gli  dava  per  miglior  conftglio^ 
Cbe  Brunello  a  le  for  cbe  aver  laj[  iajje  i 
£  fe  credejfi)  clfuno  alzar  di  ciglio 
A  torli  dal  capejlro  gli  bajtajfe^ 
Non  dovea  alzarlo,  per  non  contraddire^ 
Cbe  s'abbia  la  giujllzia  ad  efequire. 

98. 

Potrai  mandare  un9  cbe  Marfifa  priegbi, 
Dicta,  ch'in  queflo  giudice  ti  faccia^ 
Con  promi/fion^  ch'al  la  drone  el  Ji  legbi 
Illaccio  at  cello ,  e  a  lei  Jifoddisfaccia  : 
E  quando  anco  ojlinata  te  lo  nieghi^ 
Se  I'albia,  e  il  fuo  defir  tutto  compiaccia  : 
Pur  cbe  da  tva  (jmicizia  nonji  fpicchi^ 
Brunello^  e  gli  altri  ladri  tutti  impiabh, 

99. 

//  Re  Agramante  volentier  fattenne 
Al  parer  di  Sobrin  difcreto,  e  faggio  : 
E  Mar fi 'fa  lafcio,  che  non  le  venne, 
Ne  pati,  ch" altri  andajje  a  farle  oltraggio  j 
A'«  di  farla  pregare  anco  fojhnne^ 
E  tollerOj  Dtofa  con  che  coraggio^ 
Per  pater  acchetar  titi  maggioriy 
E  del  fuo  canipo  tor  tanti  romori* 

IOO. 

D<  cil  firide  la  Difcordia  pazza, 
,   Cbe  pace,  o  triegua  omai  piu  teme  poco  ; 
Storre  di  qua,  e  di  la  tutta  la  piazza^ 
Nepuo  trovar  per  allegrezza  loco. 
La  Superbia  con  leifalta^  e  gavazzay 
E  legno,  ed  efca  va  aggiungendo  alfiioco  ; 
E  gnda  ft,  cbe  fin  ne  I' alto  regno 
Manda  a  Michel  de  la  vittoria  fegna. 

IOT. 

Tremo  Parigi,  e  turbidojji  Senna 
A  falta  voce,  a  quelf  orribil  grido  : 
Rimbombo  ilfuonfirfa  lafelva  Ardenna, 
S},  che  lafciar  tuite  le  fiere  il  nido  : 
Udiron  rAlpi^  e  U  monte  di  Gebenna^ 
Di  Blaia,  e.  d' Arli,  e  di  Roano  il  lido  ; 
Rcdano,  e  Sonna  udi,  Garonna^  e  il  Reno  ; 
Stjlrinfero  le  madri  if  gli  alftno. 


96. 

But  King  Sobrino,  \vho  was  prefeut  there, 

DilTuades  liim  much  this  enterprize  to  try  : 

Telling  him,  It  did  ill  agreement  bear 

To  his  moil  high  exalted  Majeity  : 

Tho'  he  to  be  the  conqueror  of  her, 

Had  firmefl  hope,  greateft  lecurity, 

'Twould  be  more  blame  than  honour,  were  it  faids, 

He  had  with  toil  a  woman  conquered. 

97- 

The  honour  little  is,  the  danger  great, 
Of  each  encounter  any  with  her  tries ; 
And  that  he'd  leave  Brunello  to  his  rate, 
He  recommends,  as  couniel  much  more  wife  : 
And,  if  he  thought,  raifmg  his  brow  elate, 
To  free  him  from  the  halter  would  fuffice, 
He  fliould  not  raife  it,  not  to  contradict, 
That  juftice  fhould  due  puuifhment  inflict. 

98. 

You  may  fend  one,  who  may  Mar  phi  fe  intreat> 
He  faid,  in  this  on  you  as  judge  rely, 
With  promife,  that  the  noofe  fhall  be  the  fate 
Of  this  vile  wretch,  and  her  you'll  fatisfy  : 
And,  tho'  me  fhould  refufe,  Itiil  obftinate, 
Let  her  keep  him,  and  her  wifti  gratify: 
Provided  from  your  caufe  fhe  don't  divide, 
Hang  up  Brunei  and  ev'ry  thief  befide. 

99- 

King  Agramant  willingly  hearkens  to 
The  counfel  of  Sobrin,  fage  and  difcreet ; 
And  quits  Marphife,  fo  that  he  will  not  go, 
Nor  fuffer  others,  outrage  to  commit : 
Nor  did  he  e'en  confent  they  her  fhould  fue, 
And  bore  it,  heav'n  knows,  with  what  courage  great, 
That  to  the  greater  flrifes  he  end  might  put, 
And  from  his  camp  drive  thefe  vaft  rumours  out.. 

10Q. 

At  this  did  Difcord  laugh  as  fhe  were  mad, 
Who  little  fear'd  peace  would  return  again  y 
And  here  and  theje  the  whole  place  wand'ring  flray'd1, 
Nor  could  herfelf  thro'  mighty  joy  contain. 
Pride  with  her  leap'd,  and  all  her  gambols,  play'd, 
And  fuel  to  the  fire  fupply'd  amain  ; 
And  cry'd  out  fo,  to  heavens  kingdom  high, 
She  fent  to  Michael  figns  of  victory. 

101. 

All  Paris  fhook,  turbid  Sein's  waves  appear,. 
At  the  loud  voice,  at  the  tremendous  roar  : 
Ardenna's  wood  refounds  both  far  and  near,. 
So  that  all  favage  beafts  their  dens  forebore  : 
The  Alps,,  the,  mountains  of  Gebenna  hear,. 
Of  Arli,  Blaia,  and  Roan,  the  more  : 
Rodanus,  Sonna,  hear,  Garon,  the  Rhine  j 
Quick  to  their  breafts  mothers  their  babes  entwine.. 
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IC2. 

c'bonfiffo  il  cbioda 


Son  cinque  cavalier, 

D'eJJere  i  primi  a  terrr.inar  lor  lite, 

U  una  tie  I'  a  lira  awduppata  in  modi^ 

Cbt  non  I'avrebbe  Apdiine  efpedite. 

Cominda  II  Re  Agramante  a  fciorre  II  nado 

De  le  prime  tenzon^  c'aveva  udtte  ; 

Che  per  la  figlia  del  Re  Stordilano 

Eran  tra  il  Rt  di  Sfitia,  e  iijuo  Africans. 

103- 

//  Re  Agramante  an  do  per  per  re  accorda 
Di  qua,  e  di  la  piu  volte  a  quejh,  e  a  quello  j 
E  a  quejlo^  e  a  quel  piu  volte  die'ricordo 
Da  Signor  giufto-,  e  dafedel  fratelk. 
R  quando  panmente  trovafardo 
L*'unt  come  I'altro^  indomito^  e  rubella 
Di  volere  ej/er  quel>  cbe  rejlifenza 
La  donna  )  da  cui  vien  lor  di 

104. 
,  tome  a  miglior 


S'appg 

Di  che  ambedui  Ji  contentar  gli  ainanti  \ 

Che  de  la  bella  donna  fia  mar  it  o 

Vuno  de'dut)  quel  the  vuole  ejja  inatiti  : 

E  da  quanta  per  lei  fia  Jlabilito 

Piu  nonfipoff'a  andar  dietro  ne  avantr. 

A  Puna*  e  a  Valtro  piace  il  compromeffoy 

Sperando  ch'ej/er  debbia  a  favor  d'ej/o. 

105. 

//  Re  di  Sarza,  che  gran  tempo  prima 
Di  Mandricardo  amava  Doralice  ; 
Ed  tlla  Favea  pofta  in  su  la  cima 
D'ogni  favor  i  ck'a  donna  cajla  lice  ; 
Cbe  debba  in  util  fuo  venire  Jlima 
La  gran  fentenzia,  the1  1  pub  far  f  die  9 
Ne  eg  It  avea  qutfta  eredenza  foh  ; 
Ma  con  lui  tutto.  il  Barbarefcojluoh. 

106. 

Qgnunfopta  c'ioy  ch'tgli  aveagiafatto 
Per  ejja  ingiojlre^  in  tormamenti>  in  gutrra-  ; 
E  cbejlia  Mandricardo  a  quejto  patio 
Diconn  tutti  che  vaneggia^  ed  erra, 
Ma  quel\  chepiufiatey  tpiii  di  piatto 
Con  iei  fuy  mentre  il  foljlava  Jltterra  }, 
E  fapea  quanta  avea  di  certo  in  mono, 
Ridea  del  popolar  giudicio  vana. 

107. 

Pol  lor  cowvenzion  ratificaro 
jfn  man  del  Re  quei  duo  Prochi  famofe  j 
Ed  indi  a  la  donzella  fe  rf  andar  o^ 
Ed  ella  abbafsio  gli  occhi  vergognoji  ; 
E  dijje^  che  piu  U  Tartaro  avea  carot 
Di  cbe  tutti  rejlar  maravigliofi  : 
Rodomonte  e  fi  attonito^  e  fmarritoy 
Cbe  di  Uvar  non  erat  il  vrfo,  ardito^ 


Five  cavaliers  there  are,  who  have  refolv'd, 
Their  own  ftrife's  end  (hall  be  their  firfl  regard  > 
The  one  with  t'other  is  filth  way  involved, 
Phoebus  of  fettling  them  would  have  defpair'd. 
King  Agramant  the  knot  would  have  dilfblv'd 
Of  the  farft  ftrife,  as  you  before  have  heard  ; 
Which,  for  the  daughter  of  King  Stordilan, 
Was  'twlxt  the  Scythian  King  and  African. 

103. 

King  Agramant,  in  freindihip  them  to  bind, 
Went  frequent  here  and  there  from  this  to  that  $ 
And  frequent  this  and  that  he  did  remind, 
Like  faithful  brother  and  jjiift  potentate  : 
And  when  he  them  deaf  equally  did  find, 
One  like  the  other  proud  and  obftinate, 
Not  to  be  him  who  fhould  the  lady  lofe, 
From  which  at  firft  their  difference  arofe, 

104. 

At  lafl  he  as  the  better  party  chofe, 
Content  on  either  lover  to  confer, 
That  of  the  lady  fair  mould  be  the  fpoufe 
One  of  thefe  two,,  whom  me  will'd  to  prefer  ; 
And  whatfoe'er  me  mould'  as  fixt  propofe, 
That  they  in  no  way  from  that  point  mould  ftir  :. 
They  each  were  pleafed  with  this  compromife, 
Each  hoping,  he  mofl  in  her  favour  is. 

105.  G. 
The  King  of  Sarza,  who  for  long  time  part, 

Ere  Mandricard  for  Dor'lice  felt  a  flame  y 
And  me  had  him  i'  th'  utmoft  fummit  plac'd 
Of  favours,  which  were  juft  for  modefl  dame, 
Thought,  muft  need  turn  to  his  advantage  vaff 
The  fentence,  him  the  happy  man  to  name  : 
Nor  this  fame  credence  had  he  form'd  alone, 
But  with  hhtf,  o'  th'  Barbarian  crond  each  one. 

1 06. 

Ev'ry  one  knew  what  he  for  her  had  done, 

In  tiltings,  and  in  tournaments,  and  war ; 

And  Mandricard  this  pacl:  relying  on, 

That  he  miftakes  and  doats,  they  all  declare  : 

But  he,  who  oftentimes  had  been  alone 

With  her,  when  under  ground  was  Phoebus'  car  ; 

And  knew  what  certainty  he  did  maintain,. 

Laugh'd  at  the  popular  opinion  vain. 

107. 

Afterwards,  their  convention  ratify, 
In  the  King's  hand,  thefe  fuitors  of  renown  j 
And  they  from  thence  unto  the  damfel  hie, 
And  (he  her  eyes,  with  fhameo'erfpread,  caft  down, 
And  faid,  me  chofe  the  King  of  Tartary  : 
On  which  all  flood  in  admiration. 
Rod'mont  was  fo  aftonifh'd,  in  amaze, 
That  from  the  earth  his  face  he  durft  not  raife. 
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108. . 

Ma  poi,  chel'ufatd  ira  caccio  quella 
Vergogna^  che  gli  avea  la  faccia  tint  a  ; 
Ingiujta,  efalfa  la  fentenzia  appella, 
E  lafpada  impugnando,  cVegli  ha  cinta  ; 
Dice,  udendo  il  Re>  e  gli  altri,  cbe  vuolcVella 
Gli  dia  perditta  quejia  caufa,  o  vinta, 
E  non  I'arbitrio  di  femmina  Heve, 
Chefempre  incbina  d  quel,  cbe  men  far  deve. 

109. 

Di  nuovo  Mandricardo  era  riforto 
Dicendo  ;  Vada  pur,  come  it  pare: 
S:  che  prima  cbel  ligno  entrajje  in  porto, 
V'era  a  folcare  un  gran  fpazio  di  mare  j 
Se  non  cbel  Re  Agramante  diede  torta 
A  Rodomontey  che  non  puo  cbiamare 
P'ni  Mandricardo  per  quella  querela, 
Efi  coder  e  a  qucl furor  la  vela. 

no. 

Or  Rodomonte,  cbe  notarft  vede 
Dinanzia  quei  Signer  di  doppiofcorno  ; 
Dalfuo  Re,  a  cui  per  riverenzia  cede^ 
E  da  la  donna  fua  tntto  in  un  giorno  ; 

f'nvi  non  volfe  piiifirmare  il piede  ; 
de  la  molta  turka^  cavca  intornay 
Seco  non  tolje  piu  cbe  duo  fer gent i  \ 
Ed  ufcl  de  i  Alorefchi  alloggiamenti, 

in. 

Come  partendo  afitto  Taurofuole 
Cbe  la  giu'uenca  al  vincitor  cejjo  abbia, 
Cercar  le  fcfoe,  e  le  rive  piu  file 
Lttngi  da  i  pafcbi  su  qualcbe  aridafabbia  ; 
Dove  rniiggir  non  cejja  a  I' embrace  alfole^ 
AQ  perl  fcenia  I'am'jrofa  rabbia  : 
Cp/i  fen  -va  di  gran  dolor  confufo 
It  Re  d*  Algier  da  la  fua  donna  efelufo. 

112. 

Per  riaver  il  buon  dejlrier  fi  mojje 
Ruggier,  che  gia  per  quejh  iera  armato  ; 
Jbla  fci  di  Alandr'icardo  ricordojfe^ 
A  cui  de  la  bait  a  gli  a  era  obbligato  j 
Nonfegui  Rodonwnte,  e  ritornojfe 
Per  entrar  col  Re  Tartar  o  injleecato 
Prlma,  eft  entrajje  il  Re  di  Sericatia, 
Che  faltra  lite  avea  di  Durindana. 

JI3' 

f-'tder  torfe  Frontin  troppo  gli  pefa 
Dinanzi  a  gli  occhi,  e  non  poter  vietarlo  ; 
Ma  dato  c'abbia  fin  d  quejta  itnprefa> 
fla  ftrma  intension  di  ricovrarlo. 
JWtf  Sacripante,  cbe  ncn  ha  contefa 
Come  Ruggier ,  che  poffa  d'jfarnarlo, 
E  cbe  non  ha  da  far  altro  che  quejioy 
Perl'srme  vim  di  Rudamtnteprejls, 
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108. 


But,  when  his  ufual  rage  had  driv'n  away 
The  fhame,  that  had  with  blufh  his  vifage  dy'd  ; 
The  fentence  faife,  unjuft,  he  does  gainfay  ; 
And  his  fword  grafping,  which  was  at  his  fide  ; 
In  hearing  of  the  King,  and  all,  does  fay, 
This  fhall  the  caufe,  if  loft  or  won,  decide, 
And  not  the  judgement  of  a  female  light, 
Who  ever  moft  inclines  to  what's  leaft  right. 

109. 

Mandricard  now  was  rifen  up  again, 
Saying,  What  way  feems  fitting  to  you,  go : 
So,  ere  the  bark  could  to  the  port  attain, 
A  mighty  fpace  of  fea  there  was  to  plough  : 
But  Agramant  declar'd  the  fentence  plain 
'Gainft  Rodomont,  who  could  not  challenge  now 
Mandricard,  in  this  quarrel  to  engage  : 
And  fo  the  fails  he  lower'd  of  his  rage. 

1 10. 

Now  Rodomont,  who  plainly  did  furvey, 
Before  thefe  Lords  he  fufter'd  double  fhame, 
From  his  own  King,  whom  he  will  rev'rence  pay, 
And,  in  the  felf-fame  day,  from  her  his  dame, 
Refolves,  in  this  place  he'll  no  longer  flay  : 
And  of  his  retinue,  who  round  him  came, 
With  him  would  only  two  attendants  take, 
And  does  from  forth  the  Moorim  lodgements  make. 

in. 

As  the  fad  bull  does  from  the  victor  go, 
Who  there  to  leave  the  heifer  is  conftrain'd, 
The  woods  or  lonely  meadows  wand'ring  thro', 
Far  from  his  pafture,  on  fome  burning  fand, 
In  (hade  or  funfhine,  he  does  ceafekfs  low, 
Nor  is  his  am'rous  rage  thereby  reftrain'd : 
In  fuch  way  went,  by  mighty  woes  o'erweigh'd, 
The  Algier  Kiag,  excluded  from  the  maid. 

I  12. 

Rnggier  mov'd,  to  regain  his  gallant  fteed, 
Forward,  for  which  he's  now  in  arms  array 'd  ; 
But  when  he  Mandricard  remembered, 
With  whom  to  fight  he's  under  contract  laid  ; 
Rod'mont  he  follows  not,  but  turns  withfpeed, 
With  th'  Tartar  King  to  enter  the  fteccade, 
Ere  enters  there  the  King  of  Scrican, 
Who  other  couteft  had  for  Durindan. 

"3- 

Frontin  ta'en  off,  too  much  does  him  offend, 
Before  his  face,  when  he  can't  him  reftrain  ; 
But  foon  as  he  his  enterpri/e  fhall  end, 
He  fix'd  has  his  intent,  him  to  regain  . 
But  Sacripant,  who  nought  has  to  contend, 
As  Ruggier  has,  that  now  could  him  retain  ; 
And  who  has  nothing  elfe  but  this  to  do, 
With  hafte  does  Rodomonte's  fteps  purfue. 

114. 
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114. 


114, 


E  tojlo  ravria  giunto,  Je  non  era 
Un  cafo  ftrano,  che  trcvotra  via, 
Che  to  fe  dimorar  fin'a  la  fera, 
E  pcrder  le  vajligie,  cbe  fcguia  : 
Trovo  una  donna,  cbe  ne  la  riviera 
Di  Senna  era  caduta,  e  vipcria 
S'a  darle  tofto  aiitts  non  veniua  : 
Salts  ne  Fatqua,  e  la  ritraffe  a  riva, 

11  *: 

Pot  quando  in  fella  volje  rifalire, 
jffpettato  nonfu  dal  Juo  deflriero  j 
Che  finajerafifecefeguire, 
Enon  fi  lafcio  prender  di  leggier  o  : 
Prefelo  al  fin,  ma  nonfeppe  venire 
Piu,  d'onde  i  era  tofto  dalfentiero  : 
Ducento  miglia  erro  tra  piano,  e  monte 
Pritna,  che  ritrovajje  Rodomonte, 

116. 

Dove  trovollO)  e  come  fu  contefo 
Con  difvantfiggio  a/fai  di  Sacripante, 
Come  perde  il  caval'o,  e  rejio  prefo-, 
Or  non  diro,  c'ho  da  narrarvi  inante 
Di  quanta  fdegno,  e  di  quanta  ira  accefo 
Contra  la  donna,  e  contra  il  Re  rfgramante 
Del  campo  Rodomonte  fi  part  ijfi, 
E  do  cbe  contra  I'uno,  e  I'altro  dijje. 

iij. 

Di  cocenti  fofpir  faria  accendea 
Dovunque  andavc  il  Saracin  dolente ; 
Eco  per  la  pieta,  cbe  gli  n'avea^ 
Da  cavifajji  rifpondea  fovente. 
O  femminile  ingegno,  egli  dicea, 
Come  ti  i>olgi,  e  muti  facilmente  f 
Contrario  oggetto  proprio  de  la  ftdt, 
O  inf slice ^  Q  mifer  che  ti  crede  / 

118. 

Ne  lunga  fervitu,  negrande  amoret 
Che  ti  fu  a  mills  prove  manifejio  i 
Ebbonoforza  di  tenerti  ilcore, 
Che  non  fojje  a  cangiarfi  atmenji  prejio. 
Non  perch' a  Mandricardo  inferior  e 
lo  ti  parejfi,  di  te  prfao  rejto, 
Nefo  trovar  cagion  a  i  caji  mid, 
Se  non  queJTuna,  cbe  femmina  fd . 

119. 

Credo,  che  t'abbia  la  Naiwa,  e  Did 
Produtto,  O  fcelerato  fej/o,  almondo 
Per  una  foma,per  un grave  fio 
De  Puom,  cbefenza  te  faria  giocondo  : 
Come  ha  produtto  anco  ilferpente  rio, 
E  il  lupo,  e  forfo,  e  far  Faerfecondo 
E  di  mofche,  e  di  vefpe,  e  di  tafani, 
E  loglio)  e  avena  fa  nafcer  tra  i  grant. 


And  foon  had  join'd  him,  but  he  chanc'd  to  light, 

Upon  his  road,  on  a  flrange  accident, 

Which  him  conftrain'd  to  tarr)*  there  till  night, 

And  lofe  thofe  fbotfteps  after  \vhich  he  went : 

A  lady  fallen  down  accofts  his  fight, 

In  Senna's  flream,  whofe  fate  was  evident, 

Unlefs  he  haften'd  to  afford  her  aid  : 

Toth'  flream  heleap'd,  and  her  from  thence  con  vey'd. 

115. 

Then,  when  his  faddle  he  would  mount  anew, 
His  courfer  did  not  for  him  there  remain  ; " 
But  caus'd  him,  till  the  ev'ning  him  purfue  ; 
Nor  eafily  admits  himfelf  be  ta'en  : 
Caught  him  at  laft ;  but  now  no  more  he  knew 
The  track,  from  whence  he  wander'd,  to  rega'n, 
Two  hundred  miles  he  ftray'd  o'er  mount  and  plain, 
Before  he  Rodomont  could  find  again. 

116. 

Where  him  he  found,  and  how  they  did  contend, 
With  difadvantage  great  to  Sacripant ; 
His  palfrey  loft  and  pris'ner  in  the  end, 
Now  I  relate  not,  but  before  defcant, 
How,  as  great  wrath  and  anger  him  do  rend, 
Againft  the  dame  and  'gainft  King  Agramant, 
Forth  from  the  army  Rodomonte  went, 
And  what  he  did  'gainfr,  one  and  t'other  vent. 

117. 

The  mournful  Saracin,  with  burning  fighs, 
Set  the  air  into  blaze  where-e'er  he  went : 
Echo,  in  pity  of  his  miferies, 
Oft  from  the  hollow  rocks  her  anfwer  fent. 
O  female  mind,  with  cunning  fraught,  he  cries, 
How  you  can  turn  and  change  on  flight  event ! 
Object,  juft  the  reverfe  of  faith  that's  true, 

0  haplefs  wretch,  that  e'er  confides  in  you  ! 

118. 

Nor  tedious  fervitude,  nor  mighty  love, 
Which  I've  to  you,  by  thoufand  proofs  made  plain  ; 
Potent  enough  to  hold  your  heart  could  prove, 
You  from,  at  leail  fo  fudden,  change  reflrain, 
Not  that,  to  Mandricard,  in  low  remove 

1  feem  to  you,  I  robb'd  of  you  remain: 
Nor  can  I  rind  the  caufe  of  my  defpair, 
If  not  this  one — that  you  a  woman  are. 

119. 
I  think,  you  were  produc'd  by  Providence, 

0  fex  abominable,  here  below, 
For  burden  and  a  penalty  immenfe, 

On  man,  who  frill  without  you  joy  would  know;; 
As  it  the  pois'nous  ferpent  did  difpenfe, 
And  wolf,  and  bear,  and  caus'd  the  air  o'erflow^ 
With  hornets,  wafps,  and  other  noifome  flies,. 
And  'jaongft  the  corn,  makes  weeds  and  cockle  rife. 

1  1.20.. 
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120. 

Ferclx  fatto  nan  ha  I  alma  Naturay 
Che  fenza  te  potefle  nafcer  1'uomo, 
Come  s'innefta  per  urnana  cura 
L'un  fopra  Paltra  il  pero,  1 1  for bo, 
Jlfa  quella  non  pub  far  fempre  a  mifura  : 
,4nzi  s'io  vo  gttardar,  come  io  la  nomo  j 
Veggo,  che  non  pub  far  cofa  perfetta 
Pot,  che  Natura  femmina  vien  delta. 

121. 

Non  fiate  ptro  tumid* •,  e  fajlofe, 
Dunne,  per  dir*  che  I'uomjia  vojlro  figlio  ; 
Che  de  le  fpine  an  car  nafcon  U  rofe, 
£  d"unafetida  erba  nafce  il  giglio  : 
Importune,  fuperbe,  difpeticfe, 
Prive  d 'amor ,  di  fcde,  e  di  conjiglio  ; 
Temerarie,  crude  It,  iniq'te,  in  grate, 
Per  pe/iilenzia  eterna  a  I  mondo  natt. 

122. 

Con  quefte,  tdaltre,  ed  infinite  app reffb 
Querele  il  Re  di  Sarza  fe  ne  giva, 
Or  ragionando  in  un  parlar  fommejjo, 
Ora  inunfuon,  che  di  Ionian  s'udiva, 
In  onto,  t  in  biafmo  del  femmineo  fejjb  ; 
E  certo  da  rag  ion  ft  dipartiva  ; 
Che  per  una,  o  per  due,  che  trovi  ree, 
Che  cento  buonefien,  crederfe  dee. 

,  J23- 

Se  ben  di  quante  io  n'abbia  fin  qul  amatf^ 

Non  n'abbia  mai  trovata  una  fedele^ 
Perfide  tutte  io  non  vo  dir,  ne  ingrate. 
Ma  darne  colpa  altnio  dejlin  crudele. 
Molte  or  nefono,  e  piu  gia  nefonjlate^ 
Che  non  dan  caufa  ad  uom,  che  fi  querele  : 
Ma  miafortuna  vuol,  che  s'una  ria 
Nejia  tra  cento,  io  di  lei  predafta. 

124, 

Pur  vo  tanto  cercarprima,  ctiio  mora, 
Anziprima^  che 7  crin  piu  mi  fimbianchi ; 
Che  for -fe  diro  un  di,  che  per  meanccra 
Alcunafia,  che  di  fuafe  non  mane hi : 
Sequejto  avvien,  che  di  fperanza  fuora 
Io  non  ne  fon^  non  fia  mai,  ck'io  mi  ftanchi 
Difarla  a  mia  poffanza  gloriofa 
Con  lingua^  e  con  inchioJlrO}  e  in  iierfo^  e  inprofc. 

125. 

//  Saracin  non  avea  mancofdegno 
Contra  ilfuo  Re,  che  centra  la  donzellp ; 
E  coftdi  ragion  pa/ava  ilfegno, 
Biafmando  lui,  come  b'wfmando  quella  : 
Ha  difiodi  veder,  che  fopra  il  regno 
Git  cada  tanto  mal,  tanta  procella, 
Che  in  Africa  ogni  cafafj  funejli, 
Ne  pietra  falda  fopra  pit  tra  rejii. 


Canto  27 


120. 


Why  did  indulgent  nature  not  ordain, 
Man  without  you  fliould  have  nativity  ? 
As  we  ingraft,  by  human  artful  pain, 
The  fervice,  apple,  pear,  on  other  tree  ; 
But  fhe  to  meafure  right  cannot  attain  : 
Rather,  when  I  obferve  her  name,  I  fee, 
That  (he  not  one  thing  perfeft  can  defign, 
Seeing,  that  nature  is  call'd  feminine. 

121. 

Be  not  however  fwoll'n  with  pride  elate, 
Women,  in  faying,  man  is  fon  of  you  : 
For  ev'n  the  thorn  does  the  fweet  rofe  create, 
And  from  a  {linking  herb  the  lilly  grew : 
Haughty,  defpiteful,  and  importunate  ; 
Devoid  of  love,  of  faith,  and  judgment  too, 
Cruel,  ungrateful,  \vicked,  impudent, 
To  th'  world  for  peililence  eternal  feiit. 

122. 

With  diefe,  and  other  almoft  infinite 
Complaints,  the  King  cf  Sarza  onwards  went, 
Which,  now,  he  did  in  fpeech  fubmifs  recite, 
Now,  in  a  tone  unto  great  diftance  fent, 
In  blame  o'  th'  female  fex  and  their  defpite : 
And  fure  he  pafs'd  of  reafon  the  extent 
Seeing,  for  one  or  two,  he  found  in  fault, 
That  there  are  hundreds  good,  believe  he  ought. 

123. 

Tho'  of  all,  to  whom  yet  I  love  e'er  bore, 
I  ne'er  one  fmgle  one  have  faithful  found  ; 
All  I'll  not  call  perfidious,  bafe  therefore  ; 
But  let  that  fault  to  my  hard  fate  redound. 
Many  there  are,  and  have  been  many  more, 
Who  for  complaint  to  no  man  e'er  gave  ground  ; 
But  my  fate  wills,  that  if  there  be  one  bad 
Amongft  an  hundred,  I  her  prey  am  made. 

124. 

I'll  fearch  fo  much,  howe'er,  before  I  die, 
Rather  before  grow  white  thefe  locks  of  mine, 
That  I  may  fay,  one  day  perhaps,  ev'n  I, 
Have  met  with  one,  her  faith  who  fail'd  not  in. 
If  this  fhould  hap,  for  of  expectancy 
I'm  not  quite  void,  ne'er  tir'd  will  I  decline, 
With  all  my  pow'r,  her  glory  to  difcloie, 
With  tongue,  with  ink,  and  both  in  verfe  and  profe. 

125. 

The  Saracin  conceives  no  lefs  difdain 
Againft  his  King,  than  he  does  'gainft  the  maid ; 
And  fo  of  reafon  he  exceeds  the  rein, 
Now  blame  on  one,  now  on  the  other,  laid  : 
That  he  defircs  to  fee  his  whole  domain 
So  great  a  ftorm,  fuch  evil  vaft  invade, 
That  may  afflict  each  houfe  in  Africa, 
So  that  one  flone  may'nt  on  another  lay. 

126. 
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126. 


E  cbe  fpinto  del  regno  in  duolo,  e  in  lutto 
Viva  Agramante,  mifero,  e  mendico  ; 
E  cb'ej/o  fw,  cbe  poi  gli  renda  il  tut  to, 
E  lo  riponga  nelfuo  J'eggio  antico-, 
E  de  la  fede  fuaproduca  ilfrutto  ; 
E  glifaccia  verier,  ch'un  vero  amico 
A  dritto,  e  a  torto  ej/'er  dovea  prepojlo9 
8e  tutto  Imondofe  glifoffe  oppofto. 

127. 

E  cofi  quando  al  Re,  quando  a  la  Donna 
Volgendo  il  cor  turbato  il  Saracino 
Cavalca  a  gran  giornate,  e  non  ajjonna, 
E  poco  ripofar  lafcia  Frontino. 
II  di  feguente,  o  I'cltro  in  su  la  Sonna 
Si  ritrovb  ',  c'avea  dritto  il  cammino 
Verfo  il  mar  di  Provenza,  con  difegno  • 
Di  navigare  in  Africa  al  fuo  regno. 

128. 

Di  barcbe,  e  di  fottil  legni  era  tutto 
Fra  I'una  ripa,  e  I'altra  ilfiume  pieno  j 
Cb'ad  ufo  de  I'efercito  condutto 
Da  molti  lu;ghi  vettovaglie  avieno  ; 
Perche  in  poter  de'Mori  era  ridutto 
Venendo  da  Parigi  al  lito  ameno 
D' Acquamorta,  voltando  in  ver  la  Spagna 
do,  cbe  v'e  da  man  dejira  dicampagna. 

I29\ 
Le  vettovaglie  in  carra,  e  su  giumenti 

Tcltefuor  de  le  navi,  erano  car  cbe, 
E  tratte  con  lafcorta  de  le  genti, 
Ove  venir  nonji  potea  con  bar  cbe  : 
Avean  piene  le  ripe  igrajji  armenti 

f'tivi  condotti  da  diverfe  marche  j 
i  conduttori  intorno  a  la  riviera 
Pei'  vari  tetti  albergo  avean  lafera. 

13°-. 

//  Re  d' Algier ;  perch  e  gli  fopravuenne 
Quivi  la  notte,  e  I'aer  nero,  <  cieco, 
D'un ojl'ier  paefan Finvito  tenne, 
Che  loprego,  cbe  rimanejje  fico. 
Jldagtato  il  drjlrier,  la  menfa  venne 
Di  vari  cibi,  e  di  vin  Ccrjo,  e  Greco  ; 
Cbe' I  Saracin  nel  refto  a  la  Morefca, 
Ma  vclfe  far  nel  here  a  la  Francefca. 

I3I- 

L'ojle  con  buona  menfa,  e  miglior  vifo 
Studio  di  fare  d  Rodomonte  onore\ 
Cbe  la  prefenzia  gli  die  certo  awifo, 
Ch'era  uom  illujlre,  epien  d' alt  ova  lore  : 
Ma  quel,  chedtifejlejjoeradivifo, 
Ne  quelia  fera  avca  benfeco  il  core, 
Cbe  malfuo  grado  Sera  ricondotto 
A  la  donna  gia  fua  \  nwfacea  matte, 
VOL.  II. 


And  that,  in  grief  and  woe  drove  from  his  throne, 
He  may  live  wretched  and  in  beggar}' ; 
And  that  himfelf  reftore  him  all  his  own, 
And  him  replace  in  his  old  fov'reignty ; 
And  that  the  fruit  may  of  his  faith  be  /hown, 
And  that,  or  right  or  wrong,  he  caufe  him  fee, 
To  friend  fmcere,  a  preference  he  owes, 
Tho'  all  the  world  herein  fhould  him  oppofe. 

127. 

So  fometimes  at  the  dame,  fometimes  the  King, 
His  heart  difturb'd,  revolv'd  the  Saracin, 
Riding  long  ftages,  never  (lumbering, 
And  little  fuflfer'd  he  repofe  Frontin. 
Himfelf,  in  day  or  two,  difcovering 
At  Sonna's  flream,  where  way  leads  in  ftraight  line 
Towards  the  fea  of  Provence,  with  intent 
To  fail  to  Africa  his  government. 

128. 

With  (hips,  and  veflels  lighter  made,  throughout 
'Twixt  the  two  banks  the  flream  was  fill'd  all  o'er, 
Which  for  the  army's  ufe  were  thither  brought, 
And  provender  from  various  places  bore  : 
For,  in  the  power  of  the  Moors  was  got 
Coming  from  Paris  to  the  pleafant  fhore 
Of  Aquamort,  and  turning  towards  Spain, 
What,  on  the  right  hand,  forms  the  fpacious  plain* 

129. 

The  provender  on  cars  and  horfes  lay'd, 
From  out  the  fhips  now  taken,  loaded  were, 
And  them  they  with  efcort  of  folks  convey'd 
Thither,  whereto  the  veflels  could  not  bear. 
On  the  full  banks  fat  herds  of  cattle  ftray'd, 
Thither  conducted  from  each  difF'rent  fair  : 
And  the  conductors  on  the  fliore  around, 
That  night,  in  various  houfes  lodgments  found. 

130. 

The  Algier  King,  feeing  that  now  came  on 
At  this  place,  duflcy  night  and  darken'd  air, 
Of  peafant  hoft  takes  th'  invitation, 
Who  him  intreated  he  would  tarry  there  : 
His  horfe  at  eafe,  they  a  collation 
Of  various  foods,  Greek,  Corfic,  wines  prepare  : 
In  Moorifti  way  i'  th'  reft  the  Saracin  ; 
But  does  to  drink,  a  la  Francois,  incline. 

131. 

The  hoft,  with  table  good,  and  look  moft  kind, 
To  honour  Rodomont  did  earaeil  try  ; 
For,  by  his  prefence,  he  did  certain  find, 
He  man  illnftrious  was,  of  valour  high : 
But  he,  who  now  was  abfent  in  his  mind, 
Nor  had  that  night  his  heart  at  liberty  ; 
For,  fpite  of  him,  ftill  would  return  his  thought 
To  her  once  his ;  now  did  cot  utter  aught. 

M  132- 
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//  buono  oftier^  che  fu  de  i  diligent! , 
Che  maijijien  per  Francia  ricordati,  . 
Quando  tra  le  nvniche,  ejtrane  genti 
L'tilbergo,  e  beni  fuoi  s'avea  falvati  ; 
Per  fervir  quivi  alcuni  fuoi  parenti 
y/  talfervigio  pronti,  avea  chiamati  ; 
De'qtiai  non  era  alcun  di  parlar'ofo 
Vedendo  il  Saracin  muto,  e  penjofo. 

Di  penfeero  in  poifiero  ando  vagando 
Da  fejlejfo  bntano  il  Pagan  mol'.o 
Colv'j'o  a  terra  china,  ie  Itvando 
Si  gli  occhi  mai,  .tk? alcvn gtrardaffe  in  vok6 

ui  In -:?o  /tar  cheto,  fofpirando) 
Com:  d'nt!  gran  fanuo  cliorafciollo, 
Tuitojijco^l/e  i  e  injleme  alzo  le  ciglia, 
E  vol'.o  gli  occbi  a  fojie^  t  a  la  fami^lia. 

Jndt  rcppe  il  /iler.zlo  ;  e  ctn  fembianti 
Piu  dclci  un  poco,  e  vifo  men  turbcto 
Domando  a  l'o/ie,  e  a  gli  aliri  cinojianti^ 
Stt  d'ejji  alcuno  avea  tnogliere  a  lato. 
C.be  I'ojle,  e  che  quegli  altri  tutti  quant i 
L'aveano,  per  rifpojla  gli  fu  dato. 
Domanda  hr,  quel  ihe  ciafcun  ft  crede 


132. 


afua  donna  nel  fervargli  fede. 

135. 

Eceetto  Po/lf9  fer  tutti  rifpo/ta, 
Che  Ji  credeano  averle  e  cafte^  e  buone, 
Dijje  Fcjle  ;   Ognun  pur  creda  afua  pofla ; 
Ch'iefoi .  c'avete  falfa  opinions. 
11  vojho  fciocco  credere  vi  cofta, 
Cb'io  flinri  ognun  divoifenza  ragione  : 
E  cofi  far  quejlo  Signer  deve  anco^ 
Se  non  vi  vuol  mo/trar  nero  per  bianco, 

136. 

Percbeficome  e  fo!a  la  Fcnice 
Ne  mar  piu  d"una  in  tutto  il  mondo  vive  : 
Cofi  m  mil  piu  d'uno  ejjer  fi  dice, 
Che  de  h  moglie  i  tradimentt  fcbive  : 
Ognun  ft  crede  cTeJfir  quelfelice, 
D'e/er  quel  fol,  cb'a  quejla  palma  arrive. 
Come  *epojjibil)  chev'arriviognuno, 
Se  non  ne  puo  nd  mondo  ejftrpiu  d'uno  ? 

I37- 

Jo  fit:  gia  ne  Ferrer  chejiete  voi, 
Che  donna  cafta  ancopiu  a"unafu_ffe: 
Un  gentiluomo  di  Venezia  pot, 
Che  qm  mia  buona  forte  gia  condujje  ; 
Seppefar  fe  con  veri  efempi  fnoi, 
Che  fucr  de  rignoranza  mi  riduffe. 
Gian  Francefco  Valeria  era  notnato, 
Che  I  nomefuo  non  mi  s'e  maifcordato. 


The  prudent  hoft,  one  the  moft  dilige:rt, 
That  throughout  France  had  ever  noted  been, 
"  For,  'midft  flrange  folks,  and  hoflile  armament, 
He  had  his  goods  protected  and  his  inn, 
Some  of  his  kindred,  who  might  be  intent 
To  wait  on  his  new  guefl,  had  called  in ; 
Of  whom  there  was  not  one  a  word  durft  fay, 
Seeing  the  Pagan  mute,  in  thoughtful  way. 

!3£ 

From  thought  to  thought,  ftill  in  a  wand'ring  guife, 
The  Pagan  abfent  quite,  himfelf  betook, 
His  head  inclines  to  earth,  nor  lifts  his  eyes 
Ever,  nor  tow'rds  them  caft  a  fmgle  look. 
After  long  while  remaining  quiet,  fighs, 
As  if  from  deep  profound  he  then  awoke: 
He  {hakes  himfelf  all  o'er,  his  brow  he  rais'd, 
And  on  the  hoft  and  family  he  gaz'd. 

134. 

Then  he  broke  filence,  and  in  attitude 
Somewhat  more  foft,  and  look  more  pacify'd, 
He  afk'd  the  hoft,  and  thofe  who  round  him  Hood, 
If  any  of  them  fpoufe  had  at  his  fide  : 
Which,  when  the  hoft  and  all  the  others  fhew'd,   • 
As  they  in  the  affirmative  reply'd, 
He  afketh  each,  what  fort  of  truft  he  hath, 
Touching  his  wife's  keeping  to  him  her  faith. 

J35- 

Except  the  hoft,  they  all  for  anfwer  made, 
That  they  their  fpoufes  chafte  and  good  believ'd.. 
Each  his  own  way  believe,  the  hoft  then  faid  ; 
For  ye,  I  know,  falfe  notion  have  cooceiv'd. 
Ye  for  your  foolifh  credence  well  have  paid  ; 
For  I  efteem  ye  all  of  fenfe  depriv'd : 
And  this  fame  Nobleman  muft  fay  fo  too, 
Unlefs  he  will  conceal  his  thoughts  from  you. 

136. 

For,  as  the  Phaenix  is  the  bird  alone, 
No  more  throughout  the  world,  than  one  we  fee  ; 
So  it  is  faid,  there  is  no  more  than  one, 
Who  of  his  wife  efcapes  the  treachery. 
Each  one  believes  this  happy  lot  his  own, 
That  he  has  fuch  fuperiority. 
How  can  it  be  all  have  this  happy  lot  ? 
When  in  it  the  whole  world  but  one  has  got. 

137. 

I  once  in  error  was,  as  are  all  you, 
That  more  than  one  chafte  woman  might  be  found; 
Until  a  gentleman  of  Venice,  who, 
By  my  good  fortune,  travell'd  to  this  ground ; 
With  truthful  inftances  fo  well  could  do, 
That  me  from  ignorance  he  render'd  found  : 
Francis  Valerius  was  the  name  he  bore  j 
For  I  his  name  remember  evermore. 

138. 
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Le  fraudi,  che  h  mogli^  e  che  Famuhe 
Sogliono  ufar^fapea  --tie  per  conto : 
E  fspra  do  moderne  >/.iriey  e  anticbe, 
E  proprie  efperienze  avea  ft  in  pronto, 
Che  mi  ?nojlro^  che  mai  donne  pudiche 
Non  ft  trovaro,  opovere^  odt  conto  : 
E  iuna  cafta  piu  de  f  altra  parfe^ 
Venid)  percht  piu  accorta  era  a  celarft. 

'39- 

E  fra  Caltre ;  che  tante  me  ne  dij/e^ 
Che  non  ne  poj/o  il  terzo  ricordarmi^ 
Si  nel  capo  una  ifloria  mi  Ji  fcrijje^ 
Che  nonft  fcrij/e  rr.aipiufaldo  in  marmi. 
E  ben  parria  a  ciafcuno,  che  I'udiJJe 
Di  quejle  rie,  qucl,  cb'a  me  parve,  e  par  mi ; 
E  fey  Signort  a  voi  nonfpiace  udiret 
A  lor  confujion  ve  la  vo  dire. 

140. 

Rifpofe  il  Saracin  ;  Che  puoi  tufarmi> 
Che  piu  al prefente  mi  diletti^  e piac<.iat 
Che  dirmi  ijloria^  e  qualche  efempio  darmi  } 
Che  con  I 'opinion  mia  ft  confaccia  ? 
Perch^  io  poj/a  udir  meglio,  e  tu  narrarmi, 
Siedi  mi  incontra>  cb'io  ti  vegga  infaccia. 
Ma  nel  canto ^  che  fegue^  io'v'ho  da  dire 
l,  chefe  I'ojie  a  Rodomonte  udire. 


i38. 

Of  wives  and  miftreffes  the  fallacies 
They  practis'd  all,  he  fkill'd  was  to  repeat : 
And  more  than  old  and  modern  hiftories, 
Ready  was  he  with  his  experience  great  ; 
That  ne'er  chafte  women,  he  did  me  apprize, 
Were  found  among  the  low  or  lofty  ftate : 
And  if  one  chafter  does  than  other  mow, 
'Tis,  that  to  hide  herfelflhe  th'  art  does  better  know. 

And  'mongft  the  reft,  for  he  fo  many  told, 
I  of  the  whole  a  third  remember  not, 
One  ftory  in  my  head  he  fo  enroll'd, 
Ne'er  one  on  marble  was  more  firmly  wrote. 
And  all  would  think,  if  I  mould  this  unfold, 
Of  the  bafe  women,  as  I  think  and  thought : 
And  if,  my  Lord,  to  hear  it  will  pleafe  you, 
To  their  confufion,  I  will  tell  it  now. 

140. 

The  Saracin  reply 'd,  What  can  you  do, 
Would  me  at  prefent  more  delight  and  pleafe, 
Than  tell  me  ftory,  and  example  ihow, 
Which  with  my  own  opinion  fo  agrees  ? 
So  that  I  better  you  may  hear  and  view, 
That  you  may.  front  me,  feat  you  at  your  eafe. 
But  in  next  canto  to  you  I'll  declare, 
That  which  the  hoft  caus'd  Rodomont  to  hear. 

H. 


CANTO     XXVIII. 


T\  Onne,  e  voi>  cbe  le  donne  avetg  in 
•L*   Per  Dio  non  date  a  quejia  tfloria  orecchia 
d  quejia,  che  I'ojlier  dire  in  d'ifpregioy 
Ed  in  voftra  infamia^  e  biafmo  fappareccbia  : 
Bfn<:bt  ne  macchia  vi  pub  dar,  nefregio 
Lingua  fi  vile  ;  e  Jia  I'ttfanza  vecchia, 
Cbe'/  vclgare  ignorante  ognun  riprenda  : 
E  farii  piu  di  quel,  che  meno  intenda, 

2. 

Lttfciate  quefto  canto  ;  che  jenza  ejfo 
P;<o  jlar  I'sjicria^  e  non  far  a  men  chiarat 
Jltfettend  la  Turpino,  anch'io  /'bo  mejjo^ 
Aro«  per  rnalii'cu'nzia,  ne  per  gar  a  : 
Cb'iy  v'ami,  oitre  mia  lingua^  che  I' /.a  efpreJTo 
Che'  rnui  ncn  fu  di  celebrarvi  avara  ; 
A  '/$  fatty  mi  lie  p^ovt ;  e  v*ho  dimojlroy 
•.-,  m  pc.tr d  ejjer  fe  non  vojlro. 


T  Adies,  and  ye  who  ladies  have  at  heart, 
-*-*  For  heaven's  fake  lend  not  this  tale  an  ear  : 
This,  which  the  hoft  to  tell,  in  fatire  tart, 
And  to  your  blame  and  fcandal,  dees  prep 
Tho'  neither  grace  or  blemifh  can  impart 
A  tongue  fo  bafe  ;  nor  is  the  cuftom  rare, 
For  the  blind  vulgar  biame  on  all  to  throw  ; 
And  there  the  moft  to  prate  where  ieaft  they  know. 

This  canto  lay  afide,  as  well  without, 

The  tale  will  be  as  clear,  nor  lefs  complete. 

As  Turpin  puts  it,  it  I  alfo  put, 

Not  thro'  malevolence  or  any  hate. 

I've  lov'd  you  more  than  could  my  tongue  fpeak  out, 

Which  ne'er  was  niggard  you  to  celebrate  : 

A  thoufand  proofs  I've  made,  and  ftill  have  mown, 

I  am,  and  can't  be  other  than  your  own. 

M  ^  ?. 
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Pa/t  cli  vuol  trt  cbartey  o  quattro^fenza 
Leggerne  verfo  ;  e  cbipur  legger  vuole, 
Gli  dia  quella  medefima  credenza^ 
Chefifuol  dare  a  finzioni^  e  afole. 
Ma  tornando  al  dlr  noftro ;  pot  cb'udenza 
dppareccbiata  vide  a  fue  parole ; 
E  darfe  luogo  incontra  il  cavalier -o, 
Co/i  Yiftoria  incomincio  fojliero. 

4- 

JJtulpho,  Re  de  Longobardi,  quflh, 
A  cut  lafcio  ilfratel  Monaco  ilregnt ; 
Fu  nella  giovinezza  fua  Ji  hello , 
Che  mai  poch'altri  giunfero  a  qudfegno, 
N'avriu  afaiica  un  talfatto  a  penello 
Apelle*  Zenji,  ofe  v'e  alcunpiu  degno  : 
Bella  era-t  ed  a  ciafiun  coji  parea  ; 
Ma  di  molto  egli  antor  piiift  tenea. 

Nonjiimava  egli  tanto  per  Faltezza 
Del  grade  fuo  a"  aver  ognun  minors  ; 
JV£  tanio,  che  di  genti^  e  di  riccbezza 
Di  tutti  i  Re  vicini  era  il  maggiore  ; 
Quanta  che  di prefenzia-,  e  di  belltzza 
Avea  per  tutto'l  mondo  il  primo  onore. 
Godea  di  qufjlo ,  udendoji  dar  loday 
Quanta  di  cofa  volentier  piu  s'oda* 

6. 

Tra  gli  altri  di  fua  corte  avea  ajffai  grato 
Faujio  Latin,  un  cavalier  Romano  } 
Con  cui  fovente  ej/endoft  lodato 
Or  del  bel  vifo^  or  de  la  bella  mano  ; 
Ed  avendolo  un  giorno  domandato^ 
Se  mai  veduto  aveaprejfo^  o  lontano 
Altro  uom  di  forma  cofiben  compofto^ 
Contra  quel^  che  credea,  gli  fu  rtfpoJJo, 

Dico^  rifpofe  Faujlo,  che  fecondo 
Ch'io  Vfggo,  e  che  parlarne  odo  a  ciafcuno  ; 
Ne  la  bellezza  bai  potbi  pari  al  mondo9 
E  quejii  pochi  io  li  rijlringo  in  uno. 
QucJFuno  e  unfratel  mio  detto  Giocondo  .* 
Eccetto  /«/',  ben  crederb^  ch'ognuno 
Di  be/ta  molto  addietro  iu  ti  lajfi  : 
Ma  qu  eft  o  fol  credo  t'adcguit  efajfi. 
8. 

//  Re  parve  impojfibil  cofa  vdire  : 
Che  fua  la  palma  infin'allora  tenne  j 

F,  d'aver  conofcenza  alto  defire 

Di  Jilodatc  giovene  gli  venne. 

Fe  fi  con  Faujio  ;  che  di  far  venire 

Z>htivi  ilfratel profr.etter  gli  convenne  ; 

Bencfrap-terlo  indur,  cbe  civenijfe 

.'  art  fati. a  ;  e  la  cagiongli  dijft : 


Whoever  will,  three  or  four  fheets  p?.fs  by, 
Nor  read  a  verfe  of  them  ;  and  who  will  read, 
Allow  it  the  fame  credibility, 
Which  is  to  trifles  and  to  ficYions  paid. 
But  to  my  fpeech  returning  :  As  did  fpy, 
An  audience  to  his  tale  was  ready  made  ; 
And  that  before  the  knight  he  took  his  pofT, 
This  way  his  hiftory  commenc'd,  the  hoft. 
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Aflulpho,  fov'reign  Prince  of  Lombardy, 
To  whom  a  monk  his  brother  left  the  throne, 
So  fair  was  in  his  juvenility, 
Few  others  to  fo  high  a  pitch  had  gone ; 
With  pencil  fcarce  had  drawn  fuch  effigy, 
Apelles,  Zeuxis,  or  an  abler  one : 
Handfome  he  was,  and  fuch  to  all  he  feem'd ; 
And  he  too  much  for  this  himfelf  efteem'd. 

He  valued  not  himfelf  for  lofty  ftate, 

That  all  inferior  were  to  his  degree  : 

Nor  fo  in  people  and  in  riches  great, 

'Bove  neighb'ring  Kings,  himfelf  to  greater  fee, 

As  that  in  beauty  and  in  mien  elate, 

He  had  o'er  all  the  world  the  fov'reignty. 

This  he  enjoy'd,  and  his  own  praife  to  hear;. 

More  than  al?  other  fubjects,  pleas'd  his  ear. 

6. 

*Mongft  others  of  his  court,  his  deareft  friend 
Fauftus  Latine,  a  Roman  cavalier, 
With  whom  he  often  would  himfelf  commend, 
Now  for  his  face,  now  for  his  hand  fo  fair  : 
And  having  one  day  of  him  made  demand, 
If  e'er  he  had  difcover'dy  far  or  near, 
Another  perfbn  fo  completely  made, 
Reverfe  of  what  he  thought,  he  anfwer  had. 

Fauftus  reply'd,  I  fay,  by  what  I  view, 
And  by  all  others  fpeech  to  me  is  known ; 
The  world  yonr  equals  has  in  beauty  few, 
And  T  include  thofe  very  few  in  one  : 
My  brother,  Jocond call'd,  I  name  to  you; 
I  think,  that  all,  excepted  he  alone, 
In  beauty's  form  you  greatly  leave  behind  ; 
Him  only  equal  you,  if  not  furpafs,  I  find. 

8. 

To  th'  King  impo/Eble  this  thing  did  {how, 
Who  till  this  hour  had  held  the  palm  his  own  ; 
And  high  defire  arofe  in  him,  to  know 
The  young  man,  who  with  praife  fo  greatly  (hone. 
To  make  him  come,  he  mov'd  with  Fauftus  fo, 
He  promife  gave  to  bring  his  brother  on ; 
Altho'  his  will  to  come  there  to  difpofe, 
Would  be  hard  talk  ;  and  did  the  caufe  difclofe. 

9- 
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Che* I  fuo  fratello  era  uom^  che  moj/b  il  piede 
Mai  non  avea  di  Roma  a  la  fua  vita-, 
Che  del  ben>  cbe  Fortuna  gli  concede, 
Tranquilta,  e  fenza  affanni  avea  notrita. 
La  robba)  di  che  il  padre  il  lafctb  herede  j 
Ne  mal  crefciuta  avea^  ne  minuita, 
£  che  parrebbe  a  lui  Pavia  lontana 
Piu,  che  non  parria  a  un'  altro  ire  a  la  tana. 

10. 

E  la  difficttlta  faria  maggiore 
A  poterlo  fpiccar  da  la  mogliere  -f 
Con  cui  legato  era  di  tanto  amore  ; 
Che  non  volendo  lei^  non  pub  volere. 
Pur  per  ubbidir  Itti9  che  gli  e  Signore, 
DiJJe  d'andare,  e  fare  oltre  ilpotere. 
Giunfe  tlRe  aprieghi  tali  offerte,  e  doni; 
Che  di  negar  non  gli  lafcio  ragioni. 

II. 

Partijfc,  e*in  pochi  giorni  ritrovoffe 
Dentro  di  Roma  a  le  paterne  cafe. 
£>uivi  tanto  prego,  cbtlfratel  mojje 
Si,  ch'a  venire  al  Re  gli  perfuafe  j 
E  fece  ancor^  benche  difficil 
Che  la  cognata  tacita  rimafe  ; 
Proponendole  il  ben,  cbe  rfufciria\ 
Oltre,  cb'obligofempre  egli  Famia. 

12. 

FiJJe  Giocondo  a  la  partita  il  giorno  : 
Trovo  cavalli,  e  fervitori  intanto. 
Vejli  fe  far  per  cornparir  ador  no  ; 
Che  talor  crefce  una  belta  un  be  I  mania. 
La  notte  a  lato,  e'l  di  la  moglie  intorno 
Con  gli  occhi  ador  ador  pregni  di  pianttf 
Gli  dice,  che  non  fa  come  pa  tire 
Potra  tal  lontananza,t  e  non  morire. 

13. 

Che  penfandone  fol,  da  la  radice 
Svelllr  fj  fente  il  cor  dal  lato  manco. 
Dth  vita  mia,  non  piagnera^  le  dice 
Glocondo,  e  feco  piagne  egli  non  manco. 
Cofi  mi  fia  quejio  camminfelice  ; 
Come  tornar  vofra  duo  meji  al  manco. 
Ne  mi  f aria  pajjar  a"un  giorno  il  fegno  j 
Se  mi  donajfe  il  Re  mezzo  il  fuo  regno. 

14. 

N*  la  donna  percioji  riconfort'a* 
Dicey  che  troppo  terming  Ji piglia  ; 
£',  s'at  ritorno  non  la  trova  moria, 
£jjer  non  puofe  non  gran  maraviplta. 
Non  lafcia  il  duol^  che  giorno ,  e  notte  porta} 
Che  guflar  cibo,  e  chiuder  pojja  ciglia  : 
Tal  che  per  la  pieta  Giocondo  fpejfo 
Si  pentfy.  ct) 'al  fratello  abbia  promejjo. 


His  brother  was  a  perfon,  who  had  ne'er 

Remov'd  his  feet  from  Rome  in  all  his  days : 

His  life,  with  goods,  that  fortune  made  his  fharer 

Nouriih'd,  devoid  of  care,  he  pafs'd  at  eafe : 

Th'  eftate  his  father  left  him,  as  his  heir, 

He  neither  did  diminifh  or  increafe : 

And  Pavia  would  to  him  more  diftant  feem, 

Than  would  another  to-  the  Nile  a  journey  deem, 

10. 

And  greater  would  the  difficulty  prove, 
To  make  him  from  his  wife  himfelf  disjoin, 
With  whom  he  was  attach'd  by  fo  great  lover 
That,  {he  unwilling,  he  could  not  incline : 
Yet,  as  obedience  to  his  Lord  did  move, 
He  faid  he'd  go,  and  all  his  force  combine : 
To  pray'rs  the  King  fuch  gifts  and  offers  join'd,- 
That  he  no  caufe  could  for  denial  find. 

IK 

He  now  fet  out,  and,  within  few  days,  got 
To  Rome,  and  his  paternal  manfion  gain'd; 
There  he  fo  pray'd,  and  on  his  brother  wrought, 
That,  to  the  King  to  come,  he  him  obtain'd : 
And  alfo,  tho'  'twas  hard,  about  he  brought, 
His  fifter  in  tranquillity  remain'd : 
Propofing  her  the  good  might  thence  accrue, 
Befides  the  favour  he  fhould  ftill  own  due. 

12. 

Jocond  for  his  departure  fix'd  the  day, 
Horfes  and  fervants  does  mean  while  prepare; 
He  made  new  veftments  to  appear  more  gay,' 
As  a  fine  drefs  renders  a  man  more  fair. 
Daily  his  wife,  and  nightly,  as  me  lay, 
Pregnant  her  eyes,  with  many'  a  ceafelefs  tear, 
Told  him,  fhe  knew  not  how  me  could  endure' 
Such  feparation,  and  her  death  was  fure. 

T3- 

For  only  thinking  of  it,  from  the  root 
I  feel  my  heart  is  torn,  from  my  left  breaft. 
Ah !  my  dear  life,  forbear  to  weep,  cry'd  out 
Jocond,  and  with  her  no  lefs  grief  expreft : 
So  may  propitious  be  my  delVm'd  route, 
As  I'll  return  within  two  months  at  leaft : 
Nor  mail  he  make  me  one  day  more  pafs  on, 
Would  the  King  me  beftow  one  half  his  throne.- 

14. 

Nor  was,  by  this,  the  Lady  comforted ; 
She  faid,  The  term  is  ta'en  of  too  long  date  :- 
And  if,  returning,  you  don't  find  me  dead, 
It  cannot  be  but  by  fome  wonder  great. 
The  grief,  which  day  and  night  fhe  fuffered, 
Let  her  not  clofe  her  eyes,  or  tafte  her  meat : 
That  Jocond  oft,  in  pity,  did  repent, 
He  to  his  brother  granted  his  confent. 
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Dal  collo  unfuo  monile  ellafi  fciolfe ; 
Cfruna  crocetta  avea  ricca  di  gemmet 
E  difante  reliquie,  che  raccolfe 
In  molti  luoghi  un  Pellegrin  Boemme : 
Ed  il  padre  di  lei,  ch'in  cafa  il  tolfe, 
Tornando  infermo  di  Gerufalemme, 
Venendo  a  morte  poi  ne  lafcio  erede  : 
Quefta  levojfi,  ed  al  mar  it  o  diede  ; 

1 6. 

E  che  la  porti  per  J uo  amore  al  collo 
La  pregafi,  che  ognor  gli  nefovenga. 
Piacque  il  dono  al  marito,  ed  accetollo  : 
Non  perche  dar  ricordo  gli  convenga : 
Che  ne  tempo,  ne  abfenzia  mai  dar  crollo, 
Ne  buona,  o  riafortuna,  che  gli  avvenga: 
Potra  a  quella  memoria  falda,  e  forte, 
C'ha  di  leifempre,  e  avra  dopo  la.  morte. 

i?. 

La  notte,  ch'ando  innanzi  a  quella  Aurora, 
Che  fit  il  t  ermine  ejiremo  a  la  part  en  za, 
Jttfuo  Giocondo  par,  ctiin  brae  do  muora. 
La  moglie,  che  n'ha  tojlo  dajlar  fenza. 
Mai  nonfi  dorme,  e  innanzi  al  giorno  un  ora 
Viene  il  marito  a  /'ultima.  licenza  : 
Monto  a  cavallo,  e  fi  parti  in  effetto  ; 
E  la  moglier ft  ricorco  nel  lefts. 

18. 

Giocondo  ancor  duo  miglia  ito  non  eray 
Che  gli  venne  la  croce  raccordata : 
C'aveafotto  il  gitancial  mejja  lafera, 
Poi  per  oblivion  I'avea  lafciata. 
Lajffb,  dice  a  trafe,  di  che  maniera 
Trover  o  fcufa,  chemifiaaccettata? 
Che  mia  moglis  non  credo.,  che  gradito 
Poco  da  mefia  Vamor  fuo  infinite? 

19. 

Pen/a  la  fcufa;  e  poi  gli  cade  in  mente> 
Che  non  far  a  accettabile,  ne  buona ; 
Mandi  famigli,  o  mandivi  altra  gente, 
S'egli  medefmo  non  vi  va  in  perfona. 
Siferma,  e,  al  fratel  dice :  Or  pianamente 
Fin'  tt  Baccano  al  primo  albergo  fprona  ; 
Che  dentro  a  Roma  e  forza,  ch'io  rivada; 
E  credo  anco  di g'ntgnerti perjlrada. 

20. 

Non  potriafare  altri  il  bifogno  mio  : 
Ne  dubitar,  ctiio  faro  tojlo  teco. 
Volto  il  ronzin  di  trot  to,  e  di/e  a  Dio  ; 
Ne  de  famigli  fuoi  volfe  alcunfeco. 
Gia  cominciava  ;  quando  pafso  il  rio, 
Dinanzi  al  Sole  a  fuggir  I'aer  cieco. 
Smonta  in  cafa,  va  al  ktto;  e  la  conforte 
Quivi  ritrova  addormentata,  forte. 


From  off  her  neck  a  trinket  ftie  unty'd, 
Which,  rich  with  gems,  a  little  crofs  did  grace, 
And  holy  relicks,  which  did  once  provide 
A  pilgrim  of  Boheme,  from  many'  a  place ; 
Her  father  him  had  at  his  houfe  fupply'd, 
Turn'd  from  Jerufalem  in  fickly  cafe, 
Who,  dying,  him  of  it  his  heir  did  leave : 
This  fhe  took  off,  and  to  her  huiband  gave. 

1 6. 

And  at  his  neck  to  wear  it  for  her  fake, 
She  pray'd,  to  have  her  flill  in  memory : 
The  gift  the  husband  pleas'd  ;  he  did  it  take ; 
Not  that  remembrance  any  needed  he : 
For  neither  time  or  abfence  e'er  could  fhake, 
Nor  fate,  which  good  or  ill  might  future  be, 
The  mem'ry  found  and  ftrong  of  her  he  hath 
Ever,  and  will  have  even  after  death. 

17- 

The  night  before  the  morn,  he  went  away, 
The  lateft  term  in  which  he  muil  be  gone, 
In  her  Jocondo's  arms  dead  feem'd  to  lay 
The  wife,  who  foon  is  forc'd  to  be  alone : 
She  never  flept :  and,  an  hour  before  day, 
The  huiband  to  his  laft  farewell  came  on : 
He  mounts  his  horfe,  and  went  away  indeed ; 
And  the  wife  laid  her  down  again  in  bed. 

18. 

Two  miles  Jocondo  had  not  travell'd  quite, 
Before  the  little  crofs  came  to  his  mind, 
Which  he  beneath  his  pillow  put  o'er  night, 
Then  by  forgetfulnefs  had  left  behind : 
Alas !  he  to  himfelf  faid,  in  what  light 
Shall  my  excufe  be,  to  acceptance  find  ? 
That  my  wife  mayn't  believe,  but  fmall  delight 
Affords  to  me  her  paffion  infinite  ! 

19. 

Th'  excufe  firft  thought,  then  in  his  mind  it  ran, 
Nor  right  or  acceptable  would  it  {how, 
To  fend  a  flranger,  or  to  fend  his  man, 
If  he  himfelf  did  not  in  perfon  go. 
Stops,  to  his  brother  fays,  Now  at  Baccan, 
To  the  firfl  inn  purfue  your  journey  flow ; 
For  I  to  Rome  am  forc'd  again  to  make, 
And  yet  upon  the  road  think  you  to  overtake. 

20. 

No  other  perfon  could  my  bufinefs  do ; 
Nor  doubt,  but  I'll  be  with  ye  foon  again: 
Turns  his  horfe  to  a  trot,  and  fays,  adieu : 
None  of  his  fervants  he  had  with  him  ta'en. 
Now  'gan,  what  time  the  river  he  pafs'd  thro', 
Dark  air  before  the  fun  to  hafte  amain ; 
Lights  at  his  houfe ;  goes  to  his  bed,  and  found 
Therein  his  ccnfort  dear,  in  fleep  profound. 

21, 
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La  cortina  levo  fenza  far  motto, 
E  vide  quel,  che  men  veder  credea  ; 
Che  lafua  cafta,  e  fedel  mogliefoito 
La  coltre  in  braccio  a  tin  giovine  giacea. 
Riconobbe  Vadultero  dibotto 
Per  la  prat  tea  lunga,  che  n'avea; 
Ch'era  de  la  famiglia  ftta  itn  garzone 
Allevato  da  lui  d'umil  nazione. 

22. 

S'attonito  reftaffe,  e  mal  contento  : 
Meglio  e  penfarh,  e  fame  fede  altrui  ; 
Gticfferne  mai  per  far  fefperimento, 
Che  con  fuo  gran  dolor  ne  fe  cojlin. 
Da  lofdegno  ajjalito  ebbe  talent o 
Di  trar  la  fp&da,  e  ucciderli  ambedid. 
Ma  da  Vamor,  che  porta  al  fuo  difpetto 
A  I'ingrata  moglier,  gli  fit  interdetto. 

23- ' 

N?  lo  lafcio  quefto  ribalds  Amore 
Vedife'ji '  faveafatto  va/allo! 
Deftarla  pur,  per  non  le  dar  dolore, 
Che  f off  e  da  lui  colt  a  injigranfalh. 
Quanta  puote  piu,  tacito  ufci  fuore >• 
Scefe  lefcale,  e  rimonto  "a  cavallo, 
E  punto  egli  d'Amor  coft  lo  punfe, 
Ch'k  I'albergo  nonfu  che' I f rat  el  giunfe. 

,  24. 

Cambiato  a  tntti  parve  effer  nel  volto : 
Vider  tutti,  che'/  cor  non  avea  lieto. 
Ma  non  v'e  chi  s'opponga  gih  di  molto, 
E  po//a  penetrar  nelfuofecreto. 
Credcano,  che  da  lorftfaJJ'e  to/to 
Per  gire  a  Roma,  e  gito  era  a  Corneto. 
Ch' Amor  fia  del  mal  caufa  ogmm  s'avvifa  : 
Ma  non  e  gia  chi  dlr  fappia  in  eke  guifd* 

25.. 

E  Jlimafi  il  fratel,  che  dolor  abbia 
D'aver  la  moglie  fua  fdla  lafciata  : 
E  pel  contrario  dnolft  egli,  ed  arabbia, 
Che  r:mafa  era  troppo  accompagnata. 
Con  front  e  crefpa,  e  con  gonjiate  labbia 
Sta  I'infelice,  e  fol  la  terra  guata. 
Fan/lo,  ch'a  confortarlo  iifa  cgni  prova, 
Per  che  non  fa  la  caufa,  poco  giova. 

26. 

Di  contrario  liquor  la  piaga  gli  unge, 
E  dove  tor  dovria,  gli  accrejce  doglie : 
Dove  dovria  faldar,  piu  I'apre,  c  punga  : 
§h.tcjlo  gli  fa  col  ricordar  la  mogliz. 
Ne  pofa  di  ne  notte ,   il  fonno  lunge 
Fugge  col  gujlo,  e  mai  non  fi  / 
E  la  faccia,  che  dianzi  era  fi  #<?//<% 
Si  cangiaji,  che  piu  nonfem 


Without  a  word,  foftly  the  curtain  drew, 

And  faw,  what  leaft  he  thought  he  (hould  fnn'ey, 

Beneath  the  quilt  his  wife,  fo  chafte  and  true, 

In  a  young  man's  embrace  enfolded  lay : 

Th'  adulterer  he  in  an  inftant  knew, 

As  him  he  had  long  time  in  fervile  way; 

For  in  his  family  a  boy  was  he, 

Whom  he  had  bred  from  friends  in  poverty. 

22. 

Amaz'd  he  flood,  in  horrid  difcontent : 
Better  to  think,  in  men  create  belief, 
Than  ever  make  ourfelves  th'  experiment, 
Which  this  man  did,  to  his  own  mighty  grief: 
By  rage  attack'd,  he  pow'r  had  to  refent 
Drawing  his  fword,  and  feizing  cither's  life : 
But  love,  which  even  in  defpite  he  had 
Tow'rds  his  ungrateful  wife,  the  aft  forbad. 

23- 

For  love,  that  tyrant,  would  not  give  him  leave, 
See  if  his  vafTal  he  had  made  of  him ! 
So  much  as  wake  her,  not  to  make  her  grieve, 
She,  who  by  him  was  caught  in  fuch  grofs  crime  t 
Softly  he  goes,  that  none  may  him  perceive, 
Defcends  the  flairs,  and  does  his  horfe  reclimb  r 
He,  pierc'd  by  love,  fo  pierc'd  his  horfe's  loins, 
He,  ere  he  reached  the  inn,  his  brother  joins. 

24. 

They  all  perceiv'd  chang'd  was  his  countenance, 
All  faw  his  heart ''deprefs'd  was  with  fome  weight; 
But  none  were  who  could  near  the  caufe  advance, 
Or  could  into  his  fecret  penetrate : 
They  thought  that  heremov'd  himfelf  from  thence, 
To  go  to  Rome,  but  he  went  to  Cornet : 
That  love  the  caufe  was,  all  of  them  clivin'd ; 
~But  none  there  were,  could  in  what  manner  find. 

25- 

.His  brother  fahcy'd  he  this  forrow  had, 
For  that  he  left  his  con  fort  all  alone : 
On  t'other  fide,  he  griev'd,  and 'was  quite  ma<f, 
That  (he  too  much  had  of  companion. 
With  wrinkled  brow,  lips  fwoln,  in  manner  fad, 
Th'  unhappy  'flood,  and  to  the  earth  look'd  down  r 
Faufhts,  to  comfort  him  all  ways  efTay'd, 

•  ^But,  knowing  not  the  caufe,  gave  little  aid." 
26. 

.   .With  liquor  contrary  anoints  the  wound, 
^And,  where  he'd  take  away,  increas'd  the  pain,, 
More  open  cut,  where  he  would  render  found, 
lHis  wife  flill  bringing  to  his  mind  again : 
Nor  night  or  day,  or  fieep,  or  refl,  he  found, 
Loft  appetite,  nor  flrength  could  he  regain : 
And  that  fame  face,  which  was  fo  fine  before, 
So  chang'd,  no  longer  the  fame  femblance  bore. 
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27- 

,  „ „..  -xbifi  afcomlin  ne  la  tejla, 

Crefciuto  il  nafo  par  nel  vifo  fcarno  ; 

De  la  beltafi  poca  gli  ne  rejla, 

Che  ne  potrafar  paragons  indarno. 

Col  diiol  venne  itnafebbreft  molejla, 

Che  lo  fe  foggioruar  h  VArbia,  e  a  I"  Arm; 

Efe  di  hello  avcaferbato  cofa, 

Tojlo  rejlo,  come  al  Sol  colt  a  rofa. 

28. 

Oltre,  ch'a  Faujlo  increfca  delfratello, 
Che  veggia  a  Jimil  t  ermine  condutto; 
Via  piu  rincrefce,  che  bugiardo  h  quelh 
Prindpe,  a  chi  lodollo,  parra  in  tutto. 
Mojlrar  di  tutti  gli  uomini  il  piu  bello 
Gli  avea  promejjb,  e  moftrera  il  piu  brutto. 
Ma  pur  continuarido  lafua  via 
Seco  lo  trajfe  alfn  dentro  a  Pavia. 

29. 

Gih  non  vuol,  che  lo  veggia  il  Re  improvifo, 
Per  non  mojlrarji  di  giudicio  privo; 
Ma  per  lettere  innanzi  gli  da  avvifo  ; 
Che'lfuofratel  ne  viene  a  pena  vivoi 
E  ctierajlato  a  I'aria  del  bel  vifo 
Un  affanno  di  cor  tanto  nocivo 
Acfompagnato  d'unafebbre  ria, 
Che  piu  non  parea  quel,  ctiejfer  folia. 

3°' 
Grata  ebbe  la  venuta  di  Giocondo, 

Quanta  pote/e  il  Re  d'atnico  avere: 
Che  non  avea  dcfiderato  al  mondo 
Cofa  altrettanto,  che  di  lui  vedere. 
Ne  glifpiace  vederfelo  fecondo,. 
E  di  bellezza  addietro  rimanere. 
Benche  conofca,  fe  nonfoje  il  malet 
Che  gli  farm  fuperiorf,  o  eguale. 

31- 

Giunto,  lo  fa  alloggiar  nel  fuo  palagh  ; 
JLo  vi/ita  ogni  giorno,  ogrfora  n'oae, 
fa  gran  provijion,  che  ftia  con  agio, 
E  d'onorarlo  ajjai  ft  Jludia,  e  gode. 
Langue  Giocondo,  chc'l  pcnfier  mahagiot 
Cha  da  la.  ria  moglier,  fcmpre  lo  rode: 
We'I  veder  giochi,  ne  muftci  udire 
Dramma  del  fuo  dolor  puo  minuire, 

32- 

Le  ftanzefnc,  chefono  apprejfi  al  tetto 
L'ultime,  innanzi  hanno  unafala,  antica. 
ghdvi  folingo  (percht  ogni  diletto 
Perctiogni  compagnia  prsva  nimica) 
Si  ritraea,  fcmpre  aggiungendo  al  petto 
Di  pn^  gravi  pcnfier  nuovafatica  ; 
E  trovo  quivi  or  chi  lo  crederia  ? 
Chi  lofano  de  lafua  piaga  ria. 


27. 


It  feem'd  his  eyes  \v,°re  hidden  in  his  head, 
His  nofe  feem'd  in  his  meagre  vifage  grown  : 
So  little  of  his  former  beauty  ftay'd, 
Now  vainly  will  be  made  comparifon  : 
With  grief,  a  fever  fad  does  him  invade, 
Which  him  at  Arn  and  Arbia  laid  down, 
And,  if  he  any  thing  preferv'd  of  fair, 
It  fades,  as  rofes,  which  in  funfliine  gather'd  are. 

28. 

Befides  that,  Fauftus  did  his  brother  rue, 
He  faw  reduc'd  to  fuch  unhappy  flate, 
Still  more  it  griev'd  him,  all  fhould  feem  untrue, 
Which,  in  his  praife  t'  his  Prince  he  did  relate  : 
He  faireft  of  all  other  men  to  ftiew 
Promis'd,  to  ihew  the  fouleft  now's  his  fate ; 
But,  ne'erthelefs,  continuing  his  way, 
At  length  he  brought  him  into  Pavia, 

29. 

He  wilTd,  him  by  the  King  not  fudden  feen, 
That  he  might  not  be  void  of  judgment  ftiown, 
Ere  he  by  letters  had  acquainted  been, 
Jocondo,  fcarce  alive,  was  coming  on : 
And  that  there  was  to  his  fine  face  and  mien, 
A  grief  at  heart,  that  had  great  mifchief  done, 
Attended  with  a  fever  fo  fevere, 
That,  what  he  us'd  to  be,  he  did  not  now  appear. 

3°- 

Jocondo's  coming  did  as  grateful  prove, 
As,  to  the  King,  to  meet  a  friend  could  be, 
For  nothing  in  the  world  fo  much  did  move 
Him,  as  his  wifh  fo  earneft  him  to  fee ; 
Nor  him  to  fecond  find  does  difapprove, 
And  Hand  behind  in  beauty's  imag'ry : 
Tho',  had  it  not  for  illnefs  been,  he  knew, 
That  he'd  fuperior,  at  leaft  equal,  fliew. 

31- 

When  come,  to  lodge  he  in  his  palace  pray'd, 
Vifits  him  daily,  of  him  hourly  hears; 
And  takes  great  pains  that  all  at  eafe  he  had, 
And  much  to  honour  him  delights  and  cares : 
Jocondo  languishes,  reflection  fad, 
Which  of  his  wife  he  felt,  him  ever  tears : 
"To  fee  diverfions,  or  fweet  mufick  hear, 
Cannot  the  leaft  diminHh  his  defpair. 

32. 

His  chambers  which  were  near  the  roof,  in  height 
The  laft,  an  antique  hall  before  them  had  ; 
There  folitary,  for  that  all  delight, 
For  that  all  company,  to  him  was  bad, 
Retired  he,  and  {till  would  there  unite 
New  torments  to  his  breaft,  of  thoughts  mofl  fad : 
But  there  he  found,  now  who  could  this  believe  ! 
What  did  his  cruel  wound  with  cure  relieve. 

33- 
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33- 


In  capo  de  la  fala,  ove  e  piufctiro, 
Che  non  vi  s'ufa  lefineftre  aprire ; 
Vede  che1!  palco   mal  ft  giunge  al  muro, 
E  fa  d'aria  piu  chiara  nn  raggio  ufcire. 
Pon  rocchio  quindi,  e  vede  quel,  che  duro 
A  crcder  fora  h  chi  Vitdiffe  dire. 
Non  Vodc  egli  d'altrui,  mafslo  vede, 
Ed  anco  at  gli  occhi  fuoi  propri  non  crede, 

34- 

Qiindi  fcopria  de  la  Regina  tutta, 
La  piu  fecreta  ftanza,  e  la  piu  bella; 
Ove  perfona  non  verria  introdutta, 
Sc  per  moltofedcl  non  I'aveffe  clla. 
ghiindi  mirando  vide  inftrana  httta, 
•Ch'un  nano  avitticchiato  era  con  quella,  : 
Ed  era  quel  piccinjiatoji  dotto, 
Che  la  Regina  avea  mejja  difotto. 

35- 

dttonito  Ciocondo,  ejlupefatto, 
E  crcdendofognarji,  un  pezzojlette. 
E  quando  vide  pur,  che  gli  era  in  fatto, 
E  non  infogno,  ct  fejiej/b  credette. 
A  unv  fgrignuto  moftro,  e  contrafatto 
Dunquf,  diffe,  cojici  ft  fottomette  ? 
Che'l  maggior  Re  del  mondo  ha  per  marit§ 
Piu  bello,  epiu  cortefe?  0  che  appetite! 

3^. 

E  de  la  mogliefua,  che  coji  fpeffo 
Piu  d'ogn'altra  biafmava,    ricordoffe, 
Perche'l  ragazzo  s'avea  to/to  apprejjb; 
Ed  or  gli  parve,  che  efciifabil  fojje. 
Non  era  colpafuapih,  che  del  fejffb, 
Che  d'unfolo  uorno  mat  non  contentoffc : 
E  s'han  ttttte  una  macchia  d'uno  inchiojlro, 
Almen  lafua  non  s'avea  tolto  un  moftro. 

37- 

//  <//  fegitente  a  la  medejima  or  a. 
.•fl  mede/tmo  luoco  fa  r  it  or  no ; 
E  In  Regina,  e  il  nano  vede  anccra, 
Che  f anno  al  Re  pur  il  medefmo  fiorno. 
Trova  Valtro  dl  ancor,  che  fi  lavora, 
E  Valtro  ;  alfn  non  Jl  fa  fefta  giorno  ; 
E  la_  Regina,  che  gli  par  piuftrano, 

•  ISempreJi  duo!,  che  poco  I' ami  il  nano. 

3«- 

Stette  fra  gfi  altri  un  giorno  a  vedcr,  ch'ella 
Era  turbata,  e  in  gran  malinconia  ; 
Che  due  volte  chiamar  per  la  donzella, 
11  nano  fat  to  avea,   ne  ancor  -jcnia. 
J\'landi  ?a  terza  volta ;  ed  ud)  quellat 
Che,  Madonna,  cgli  gioca,  riferia, 
E  per  nonjiarc  in  perdita  d'un  foldo, 
A  vzi  nie&i  -venire  il  manieoldo. 
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33- 


Where  'twas  moft  dark,  at  upper  end  o'th'  hall, 
Unus'd  the  windows  to  be  opeu'd  were,  • 
He  faw  the  wainfcot  join'd  not  well  the  wall, 
Which  caus'd  fome  little  glimm'ring  light  appear ; 
There  he  looks  thro',  few  that,  of  which  but  (mail 
Credence  he'd  give  to  who  fliould  it  declare : 
Nor  from  another  hears  it;  but  defcries; 
And  yet  could  not  believe  his  very  eyes. 

34- 

From  thence  he  might  difcover,  of  the  Queen, 
The  chamber  the  moft  fecret  and  moft  fine ; 
In  which  place  no  one  introduc'd  had  been, 
But  as  fhe  did,  for  faith  approv'd,  incline: 
Looking  from  thence  was  in  odd  wreftle  feen 
A  dwarf,  who  round  her  did  himfelf  entwine ; 
And  this  fame  pigmy  was  fo  learned  grown, 
That  he  the  Queen  had  under  him  got  down. 

Aftonifhed,  Jocondo,  and  amaz'd, 
And,  thinking  that  he  dreamt,  flood  ftill  fome  fpace : 
And,  when  he  found  'twas  fact  whereon  he  gaz'd, 
And  not  a  dream,  to  his  belief  gave  place. 
To  this  mif-fhaperi'monfler,  crabbed-fac'd, 
Can  fuch  a  one,  he  faid,  herfelf  debafe  ! 
Who's  by  the  greateft  King  on  earth  embrac'd, 
The  faireft,  the  moft  courteous  :  Oh  what  tafte ! 

36. 

And  now  he  his  own  confort  call'd  to  mind, 
Whofe  fault,  'bove  others,  he  did  oft  refer. t ; 
For  that  the  youth  in  her  embrace  fhe  join'd ; 
Now  flie  feems  to  him  almofl  innocent : 
'Twas  not  her  fault,  but  that  of  womankind, 
Who  ne'er  with  one  man  only  are  content : 
And  if  one  fpot  of  one  ink  all  does  (lain, 
At  leaft  his  wife  had  not  a  monfter  ta'en. 

37- 

At  the  fame  hour,  upon  the  foll'win^  cky, 
He  came  again-  unto  the  felf-fame  place  : 
The  Queen  and  dwarf  again  themfelves  difplay, O 
In  making  for  the  King  the  fame  difgrace : 
Another,  finds  them  work  in  the  farce  way ; 
The  fourth  ;  in  fine,  no  holiday  does  pafs  : 
And  yet  the  Queen,  which  wbnd'rous  to  hira  prov*Jj| 
Lamented  flLH  —  the  dwarf  but  little  lov'd. 

38. 

One  day,  'mong  ether?,  to  obfcrve  he  flay'd, 
As  melancholy  {he,  and  in  great  fret, 
For  that  flie  twice  had  order'd,  by  her  maid, 
The  dwarf  be-  fummon'd,  who  was  not  come  yet. a 
A  third  time  lent,  and  her  he  heard,  who  faid. 
He  gaming  was  .em ploy 'd,  at  lan/kennet, 
And,  not  to  be  the  lofer  of  a.fhilling, 
The  rafcal  fays,  to  come  he  is  unwilling, 

N  39. 
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39- 


A  fiftrano  fpettacolo  Gioccndo 
Ra/erena,  la  front e,  e  gli  ccchi,  e"l  vifos 
E  quale  in  name,  divento  giocondo 
D'effetto  ancora,  e  torno  il  pianto  in  rifo. 
Allegro  torna,  e  grajfo,  e  rubicondo, 
Che  fsmbra  un  Cberubin  del  Paradijb  : 
Che  I  Re,  ilfratello,  e  tutta  la  famiglia 
Di  tal  mutazionft  maraviglia. 

40. 

Se  da.  Giocondo  il  Re  bramava  udire, 
Ondc  venijft  ilfubito  conforto, 
Non  men  Giocondo  lo  bramava  dire, 
E  fare  il  Re  di  tanta  ingiuria  accorto. 
Ma  non  vorria,  che  piu  dife  punire 
Voleffe  il  Re  la  moglie  di  qitel  torto. 
S),  che  per  dirlo,  e  non  far  danno  a  lei, 
II  Re  fece  giurar  su  I'dgnusdei. 

41. 

Giurar  lofe;  che  ne  per  cofa  deft  a, 
Ne,  che  glijia  moftrata,  che  glifpiaccia; 
dncor,  ch'egli  conofca  che  dirctta- 
mente  afua  Maejia  danno  Ji  faccia, 
Tardi  o  -per  tempo  mai  far  a  vendetta, 
E  di  piu  vuole  ancor,  che  ne  fe  taccia 
Si,  che  ne  il  malfattor  giamai  comprenda 
Jnfatto,  o  in  del  to,  che' I  Re  il  cafo  intenda. 

42. 

JI  Re,  ch'ogn'altra  cofa,  fe  non  qitejla. 
Creder  potria,  gli  giuro  largamente. 
Giocando  la  cagion  gli  manifefta, 
Ond'era  molti  dt  ftato  dolente : 
Perch's  trovata  avea  la  difoncfla 
Sua  moglie  in  braccio  d'unfuo  vil  fergente : 
E  che  tal  pena  aljin  I'avrebbe  morto, 
Se  tar  data  a  venirfojje  il  conforto. 

43> 

Ma  in  cafa  difua  altezza  avea  veduto 
Cofa,  che  molto  gli  fcemava  il  duolo  : 
Che  fe  bene  in  obbrobrio  era  caduto, 
Era  almen  certo  di  non  v'ejjerfolo. 
Cofi  dicendo,  e  al  bucolin  venuto 
Gli  dimojlro  il  brutijjimo  omicivolo, 
Che  la  ghimenta  altrui  fotto  Ji  tiene  ; 
Tocca  difproni,  e  fa  giocar  difchiene. 

44- 

Se  parve  al  Re  vituperofo  Vatto; 
Lo  crederete  ben  fcnza  ctiio'l  giuri. 
Ne  fu  per  arrabbiar,  per  venir  matto, 
-Nefu  per  dar  del  capo  in  tutti  i  muri. 
Fu  per  gridar,  fu  per  nonjlare  al  patto : 
Ma  forza  e,  che  la  bocca  aljinfi  turi  ; 
E  che  I'ira  trangugi  amara,  ed  acra, 
Pci  che  giurato  avea  su  I'ofliafacra. 


Jocond,  aflonifhld  at  fo  ilrange  a  ilglit, 
Seren'd  his  front,  his  %-ifage,  and  his  eyes, 
And,  what  he  was  in  name,  he  turn'd  outright, 
Jocund  again,  and  chang'd  to  fmiles  his  ilghs  : 
Lively  became  and  ruddy,  in  good  plight ; 
And  feem'd  a  Cherubin  of  Paradife  : 
The  King,  his  brother,  all  the  family, 
Such  transformation  wonder'd  much  to  fee. 

40. 

If  from  Jocond  the  Monarch  wifh'd  to  hear, 
From  whence  his  comfort  came  fo  fuddenly  ; 
No  lefs  to  him  Jocond  wifh'd  to  declare, 
And  make  him  privy  to  fuch  injury  ; 
But  would  not,  as  to  punifh,  more  fevere, 
This  his  wife's  wrong,  the  King,  than  him  might 
But  to  tell  him,  and  do  no  harm  to  her,  [be  ; 

Upon  an  Agnus  Dei  makes  him  fwear. 

41. 

He  made  him  fwear,  for  aught  that  might  be  fhewn, 
Or  told  him,  whence  he  might  offended  be, 
Altho'  to  him  it  were  directly  known, 
That  wrong  was  acted  to  his  Majefty, 
Early  or  late,  no  vengeance  fhould  be  done ; 
And  more  enjoin'd  him  taciturnity  : 
So  that  the  malefactor  ne'er  fhould  know, 
By  word  or  deed,  the  King  this  fact  was  privy  to. 

42. 

The  King,  who  ev'ry  thing,  but  this  alone, 
Could  have  believ'd,  fwore  to  the  full  extent : 
Jocond  the  caufe  to  him  made  plainly  known, 
Whence  he  fo  many  days  was  difcorrtent : 
For  that  his  wife  had  been  difhoneft  fliown, 
In  the  arms  of  his  vaflal  indigent : 
And  by  fuch  pain,  at  length,  he  had  been  dead, 
If  his  relief  had  longer  been  delay'd. 

43- 

But,  in  his  Highnefs'  palace,  he  had  feen 
A  thing,  which  for  him  lefien'd  much  his  moan  j 
For,  tho'  in  much  difgrace  h"ad  fallen  been, 
At  leaft  he's  fure  he  wa'n't  in  this  alone : 
Thus  fpeaking,  came,  the  crevice  to  peep  in, 
Where  this  mofl  ugly  manakin  was  fhown, 
In  fuch  diverfion,  as  the  guilty  Queen 
Would  wiih  from  all,  but  molt  the  King,  to  fcreen. 

44- 

That  to  the  King  this  feem'd  a  fhameful  act", 
You  may  believe,  nor  need  my  oath  be  pafs'd  ; 
Ready  he  was  to  rage,  and  run  diftract, 
Ready  againft  the  \valls  his  head  to  caft, 
Or  calling  out,  and  breaking  his  compact ; 
But,  after  all,  his  mouth  he  mufl  keep  faft, 
Swallow  his  anger,  citter  and  fevere, 
Since  he  upon  the  facrtd  hoft  did  fwear. 

45- 


Canto  28. 


ORLANDO    FU  R  I  O  S  O. 


45- 


Che  dcbbo  far,  che  mi  conftgli,  frate? 
DiJJe  a  Giocondo,  poi,  che  tu  mi  to//i, 
Che  con  degna  vendetta,  e  crudeltate 
Qiiefta  ghiftijjima.  ira  io  non  fatolli  ? 
Lafciam,  dijfe  Giocondo,  quejle  ingrate; 
E  proviam,  fe  fon  V  alt  re  co/i  molli. 
Facciam  de  le  lor  femmine  ad  altrni 
$>uel,  cfraltri  de  le  iioftre  hanfatto  a  nut. 

46. 

Ambi  gioveni  fiamo,  e  di bellezza, 
Che  facilmente  non  troviamo  pari. 
Qual  femmina  fata,  che  n'ufi  afprezza, 
Se  contra  i  brutti  ancor  non  ban  ripari  ? 
Se  belta  non  varra,  ne  giovinezza, 
Varranne  almen  raver  con  not  danari. 
Non  vo,  che  torni,  che  non  abbi  prima 
Di  mills  mogll  altrui  la  fpoglia  opima. 

.47- 

La  lunga  abfenzia,  il  veder  vari 
Praticare  altre  femmine  di  fuore, 
Par,  che  f event  edifacerbi,  e  sfoghi 
De  Famoroje  pajfiotfi.  il  core. 
Lauda  il  parer,  ne  vuol,  che  ft  proroghi 
11  Re  I'andata  ;  '.e  fra  pochij/ime  ore 
Con  duo  fcudieri,  oltre  la  compagnia 
Del  cavalier  Roman,  ft  mette  in  via. 

48. 

Travveftiti  cercara  Italia,  e  Francia, 
Le  terre  de  piamingbi,  e  de  gli  Inglefe : 
E  quante  ne  vedean  di  bella  guancia^ 
Trovavan  tuttt  a  i  prieghi  lor  ccrtefi. 
Davano,  e  data  loro  era  la  mancia^ 
E  fpej/b  rimetteano  i  danar  fpeft  : 
Da  lor  pregate  foro  molte',  e  fora 
Anchyaltrettantey  che  pregaron  loro. 

49-. 

In  quejla  terra  un  meje,  in  queUa  dui 
Scggiornandot  accertarfi  a  vera  prova  ; 
Cbe  non  men  ne  le  lor,  che  ne  Valirui 
Femmine  f edit  e  cajlita  ft  trova. 
Dopo  alcun  tempo  increlbe  ad  ambedui 
Di  fempre  procacciar  di  cofa  nut<va  ; 
Che  mal  poteano  enirar  ne  I' altrni  porte 
Senza  metterfi  a  rifchio  de  la  morte. 

5°- 

Gli  e  meglio  una  trcvarne,  che  di  faccia 
E  di  cojiumi  ad  ambi  grata  fia, 
Che  lor  citnunemente  fodufaccia, 
E  non  n'a'cbin  d'aver  mai  gelofia. 
'  E  perche,  dicea  il  Re,  vuoi,  cbe  wi  fpia;cia 
Aver  piu  te,  cb'wi'altro  in  conipagniaf1 
So  ben,  t))  in  ttttto  il  gran  femmineo  Jluolg 
Una  nw  t:,  ibejiia  contents  <i  nn  [ofa. 


45- 

What  mould  I  do,  my  brother,  what,  advlfe  ? 
Says  to  Jocond,  fince  to  me  you  deny, 
That  I,  with  vengeance  fit,  and  cruelties, 
This  wrath  moft  juft  of  mine  fhould  fatisfy  ? 
Let  us  then  leave  th'ingrates,  Jocond  replies, 
And,  if  all  others  are  fo  foft,  let's  try  : 
By  us,  to  others,  for  their  wives,  be  done, 
What  has,  for  us,  been  acted  by  our  ownT 

46. 

We  both  are  young,  with  beauty,  in  iuch  gubfe, 
Our  equals  fhall  not  eafily  be  found  ; 
What  woman  then  will  ufe  feverities, 
If,  'gainft  the  ugly,  they  can't  keep  their  bound  ? 
If  youth  and  beauty  will  not  gain  the  prize, 
By  money  we  fhall  with  fuccefs  be  crown'd  : 
I'd  not  have  you  return,  until  you  bear 
Of  thoufand  others  wives  the  trophies  rare. 

47 

An  abfence  long,  many'  a  place  to  fee, 
And  other  women  from  our  home  enjoy'd, 
Seems  oft  from  heavinefs  to  render  free 
The  heart,  with  am'rous  paffion  fully  cloy'd  :    £be 
He  prais'd  the  thought,  nor  would  prorogu'd  fhould 
The  King  their  errand,  and  few  hours  employ'd, 
With  two  his  'Squires,  and  his  companion 
The  Roman  knight,  the  journey  fets  upon. 

48. 

Italy,  France,  difguis'd  in  drefs,  they  feek, 
To  the  Low-Countries,  and  to  England  went ; 
And  ev'ry  one  they  faw  with  lovely  cheek, 
They  found  all  courteously  their  pray'rs  content : 
Some  they  with  earneft,  others  them  befpeak, 
And  oft  replac'd  the  money  they  had  fpent : 
By  them  intreated  were  a  number  great  : 
As  many,  in  their  turn,  did  them  intreat. 

49- 

In  this  land  two  months,  in  another  one, 
Sojourning,  till  by  certain  proof  they  knew, 
Than  others  wives  now,  not  lefs  were  their  own 
Found  of  flrict  chaflity  and  honour  true  : 
After  fome  time  to  both  'twas  irkfome  grown, 
Ever  to  hunt  about  for  fomething  new ; 
For  that  they  ill  could  force  another's"  gate, 
Without  themfelves  ftill  rifquing  of  their  fate. 

50. 

'Twere  better  find  a  pretty  wench,  that  might 
To  both,  with  manners  proper,  plealing  be, 
Who  them  in  common  fully  would  delight, 
And  thence  they'd  ne'er  have  caufe  of  jealoufy. 
Why,  faid  the  King,  fhould  I  not  think  more  right 
To  have  your's  than  another's  company  ? 
I  know  in  the  vaft  female  tribe  there's  none, 
That  would  contented  be  with  only  one. 

Na  51. 


ORLANDO    FU  R  10  S  0. 


Canto  2$. 


Una,  fenza  sforzar  nojiro  pot  ere,  ^ 
Ma  quando  il  natural  bifogno  inviti, 
Infejla  goderemoci,  e  in  piacere,  ^ 
Che  mai  contefe  non  avrem,  ne  liti. 
Ne  tredo,  che  ft  debba  el/a  dolere  : 
Che  s'anco  ogn'altra  avej/e  duo  mariti, 
Piu  cb*  ad  unfold^  a  duo  fart  a  fedeley 
Neforfe  fudirian  tante  querele. 

52- 

Di  quel,  che  dijfc  il  Re,  molto  contents 
Rimaner  parve  il gi ovine  Romano. 
Dunque  fermati  in  tal  proponimento 
Cercar  molte  mintagne,  e  molto  piano. 
Trovaro  al  €n  fecondo  il  lor  intcnto 
Unafiglivola  d'uno  ojiiero  Ifpano  ; 
Che  tenea  albergo  al  porto  di  Valenzt* 
Bella  di  modi,  e  bella  di  prefenza. 

£ra  ancor  sulforir  di  primavera 
Sua  tenerella,  e  qua  ft  acerba  etade. 
Di  molti  figli  il  padre  aggravafera^ 
E  nimico  mortal  di  povertade  ; 
Si  ch'a  difporlofu  cofa  leggier  a, 
Che  dej/e  lor  la  figlia  in  potejlade  ; 
Ch'ove  piacejje  lor,  potejfon  trarla, 
Poi  chepromejjb  avean  di  ben  tr  attar  la. 

Pigliano  la  fanciulla,  e  piacer  n'hanno 
Or  Funo,  or  I'altro  in  caritade,  e  in  pace, 
Come  a  vicenda  i  m  antic  iy  che  danno 
Or  1'uno,  or  I'altro  fiato  a  la  farnace^ 
Per  veder  tutta  Spagna  indi  nevanno'j 
E  paJJ'ar  poi  nel  regno  di  Siface$ 
E'l  di,  che  da  Valenza  fi  partiro, 
Ad  albergare  a  Zattiva  venire. 

J  padroni  a  vederjtrade,  e  palazzi 
Ne  vanno,  e  lochi  publici,  e  divini  : 
Ch'ufanza  han  di  pigliar  fimil  follazzi 
In  ogni  terra,  ove  entran  peregrini, 
E  la  fanciulla  rtjla  co  i  ragazzi : 
dltri  i  letti,  altri  acconciano  i  ronzini^ 
Jlltri  hanno  euro,  che  fia  a  la  tor  not  a 
De  i  Signor  lor  la  cena  apparecchiata. 

56. 

Ne  r albergo  un  garzonjlava  per  fantf, 
C'y'in  cafa  de  la  giovane  gia  Jlette 
A  fervlgi  del  padre,  e  d'efla  arnante 
Fu  da  primi  anni,  e  del  f no  amcr godette. 
Ben  s'addccchiar  j  ma  non  ne  ferfembiantty 
Ch'eJ/er  notato  ognun  di  lor  temette. 
Ma  tojlo  eke  i  padroni ',  e  la  famiglia 
Lor  dieron  luogo^  al%ar  tra  lor  It  ciglia. 


One,  and  not  force  our  pow'r  to  its  extent, 

But  when  invited  by  the  needs  of  life, 

In  pleafure  we'll  enjoy,  and  merriment ; 

For,  conteft  we  can  never  have,  or  flrife  : 

Nor  (hould  (he  have,  I  think,  caufe  to  lament ; 

For  if  two  hufbands  had  but  ev'ry  wife, 

More  than  to  one  {he'd  be  to  two  fmcere, 

Nor  fuch  complaints,  perhaps,  we  then  fhould  hear. 

52.    . 

With  what  the  King  had  faid,  in  much  content, 
,  The  Roman  youth  appeared  to  remain  : 
Wherefore,  on  fuch  propofal  fully  bent, 
They  fearch'd  o'er  many'  a  mountain,  many'  a  plaint 
And  found  at  laft,  well  fuiting  their  intent, 
The  daughter  of  an  inn-keeper  of  Spain  j 
Who  at  Valencia's  haven  kept  an  inn, 
Fair  in  her  manner,  fairer  in  her  meiu. 

As  yet  the  flow'r  of  fpring-time  fhe  was  on, 

Tender,  of  age  fcarce  of  maturity  : 

By  many  children  was  the  fire  weigh'd  down, 

A  mortal  foe  profefs'd  to  poverty  : 

So  that,  him  to  difpofe,  was  eafy  ftiown, 

That  in  their  pow'r  his  daughter  he'd  fet  free, 

That  they  might  carry  her  where  they  fhould  choofe,. 

Since  they  had  promis'd,  kindly  her  to  ufe. 

54- 

They  take  the  girl  and  have  delight  immenfe,; 
Each  in  his  turn  in  friendlhip  and  eonteat  > 
As  the  alternate  bellows,  which  difpenfe 
'  By  turns  the  air  into  the  furnace  fent : 
To  take  a  view  of  Spain  they  went  from  thence, 
And  after  pafs  to  Syphax'  government : 
And  that  day  from  Valence  they  went  away, 
They  to  an  inn  arriv'd  at  Zattiva. 

The  Lords,  to  view  the  palaces  and  ways, 
And  places  publick  and  divine,  repair  ; 
As  us'd  to  paftime  take  in  fuch  furveys, 
In  ev'ry  land  they  enter,  Grangers  are : 
And  with  the  retinue  the  damfel  flays  :  • 
Some  of  the  beds,  o'th'  horfes  fome  take  care ; 
Some  are  employ'd,  againft  their  coming  back, 
The  fupper  ready  for  their  Lords  to  make.. 

56. 

A  lad  there  was,  a  fervant  in  the  inn, 
Who  in  this  damfel's  houfe  had  been  employ'd, 
Her  father's  fervant,  and  her  lover  been, 
In  his  firft  years,  and  had  her  love  enjoy'd  : 
Each  t'other  ey'd,  but,  fearing  to  be  feen 
By  thefe  attendants,  fignals  did  avoid  : 
But,  when  the  maiiers  and  the  family 
Allow'd  them  place,  together  rais'd  their  eye. 

57- 


Canto 


ORLANDO    F  U  R  2  O  S  O. 


57- 


Jl f ante  dotrando^  dove  dla  gi/Jf-t 
£  qual  de  i  duo  Signor  I'aveJ/e  fees. 
jt  punto  la  Fiamtnetta  il  fatto  dijje^ 
Cojiavea  norne?  e  qu  el  gar  zone  il  Greco, 
Ruanda  fperaiy  cbe'l  tempo,  oirne,  venijje^ 
Jl  Greco  It  dicea^  di  viver  teco  ? 
Fiammetta  anima  mia,  tu  te  ne  vat  : 
£  non  fo  piu  di  rivederti  mat. 

58, 

Fannoft  i  dolci  mlei  difegni  amari, 
Pol  che  fei  d'allri,  e  tanto  mi  ti  fcojii. 
Jo  difegnava  avendo  alcun  danari 
Con  gran  fat ica,  e  gran  fu dor  ripojll : 
Ch'awanzato  m'avea  de  miei  falariy 
£  de  le  bene  andate  di  molti  oft'i  ;. 
Di  tornare  a  Valenza^  e  domandarti. 
Al  padre  tuo  per  moglie^  e  di  fpofarti* 

59- 

La  fanclulki  ne  gli  omeri  fi  jlringe, 
£  rifponde^  che  fu  tar  do  a  venire. 
Piange  il  Greco^  e  fefpira^  e  parte 
Vuommi,  dice^  lafciar  coji  morire  ? 
Con  le  tue  braccia  i  fianchi  a/men  mi  cinge* 
Lafciami  disfogar  tanto  defire  : 
Ch'innanzi)  che  tu  parta,  ogni  moment* 
Che  teco  iojUa^  mi  fa  morir  content o. 

(So. 

La  pietofa  fanciulla  rifpondendo 
Credi,  diceat  che  men  di  te  nclbramo? 
J^Ia  ne  luogo  ne  tempo  ci  comprendo 
£)ui  dove  in  mezzo  di  tanti  occbijiamo. 
II  Greco  foggiungea  ;   Certo  mi  rendo^ 
Che  iun  terzo  ami  me  di  quel,  ch'io  t'amo  > 
In  quejla  notte  almen  troverai  hco, 
Che.  ci  potrem  godere  injieme  un  poco. 

61, 

Come  potro,  diceagil  la  fanciulla^ 
Chefempre  in  mezzo  a  duo  la  notte  %'iaccio  ; 
E  meco  or  Yuno,  or  Faltrofi  trajlitila, 
E  fempre  a  fun  di  hr mi  trovo  in  braccio? 
Quejlo  ti fia if oggiunfeil Greco ^  nulla^ 
Che  ben  ti  faprai  tor  di  quefto  impaccio, 
E  ufcir  di  mezzo  lor,  pur  che  ta  voglia^ 
E  del  vol+ry  quando  di  me  ti  doglla. 

62. 

Pen  fa  ella  alquantu  ;  e  poi  dice^  eke  vegna 
Quando  crederpotra^  ch'ognuno  donna  j 
E  pianamente,  come  far  convegna 
£  de  Pandare^  e  del  tornar  I' informs 
11  Greco,  ft  come  ella  gli  difegna, 
Quando  fente  dormir  tutta  la  torma^ 
Viene  a  fufcio,  lo  fpinge^  e  quel gli  cede 
Entra  pianpianOy  e  va  a  teuton  col piedt. 


57> 

The  lad  of  her  demanded,  where  flic  lay'cf, 
And  which  of  thefe  two  Lords  did  her  enjoy : 
Fully  Flammet,  the  faft  to  him  difplay'd, 
That  was  the  name  fhe  had,  the  Greek  the  boy, 
When  may  I  hope  the  time  will  happen,  faid 
The  Greek  to  her,  my  life  with  you  t'  employ  I 
Flammet,  my  foul,  alas !  you'll  foon  be  gone, 
And  if  I  more  ihall  fee  you,  is  unknown. 

58. 

My  fweet  intentions  are  all  bitter  made, 
Since  you're  another's,  fo  disjoin'd  from  me: 
I  had  defign'd,  when  money  up  I'ad  laid, 
By  great  toil  hoarded,  and  great  induflry  ; 
For  higher  wages-  now  to  me  are  paid, 
And  by  the  vales  got  from  much  company, 
To  have  return'd  to  Valence,  and  apply'd 
Unto  your  father,  to  make  you  my  bride. 

59- 

The  girl,  with  doubtful  fhrug  her  fhoulders  rais'd, 

And  anfwer'd  him,  that  he  had  come  too  late : 

The  Greek  figh'd,  wept,  and  play'd  his  part  in  taflej 

Will  you,  he  fays,  I  thus  fubmit  to  fate  ?. 

At  leafl,  me  with  your  arms  clafp  round  my  waift, 

Permit  me  fuch  defire  to  fatiate : 

For  ere  you  (hall  depart,  each  moment  nigh 

J  am  to  you,  makes  me  contented  die. 

60. 

The  girl  compaflionate,  made  him  reply, 
Think  yon,  faid  fhe,  that  I  wifli  lefs  than  you  ? 
But  neither  time  or  place  I  can  defcry 
Here,  where  amid  fo  many  eyes  in  view. 
The  Greek  fubjoin'd,  I  am  at  certainty, 
Did  you  but  love  one  third  of  what  I  do, 
This  night,  at  leaft,  you  would  find  out  a  place, 
That  we  might  joy  a  little  in  embrace. 

61. 

How  can  that  be,  tahim  reply'd  the  maid, 
As  between  both  all  night  I  ever  lie  ? 
And  feldom  'tis  they  both  afleep  are  laid, 
I  anfwer  to  them  both  alternately. 
This  would  be  nothing  to  you,  the  Greek  faid, 
And  you  could  well  this  obfbcle  put  by, 
And  from  between  them  flip,  if  fuch  your  will  j 
Such  mould  it  be,  if  you  lament  my  ill.. 

62. 

She  paus'd  a  while,  then  faid,  Why !  come  he  might, 
When  all  the  folks  afleep  he  could  believe ; 
And  fully  orders,  how  to  aft  was  right, 
Did  for  his  entrance  and  his  exit  give. 
The  Greek,  juft  as  fhe  had  defign'd,  at  night,. 
When  all  the  croud  he  fleeping  did  perceive,, 
Came  to  the  door  and  pufh'd  it,  and  it  op'd  j. 
He  enter 'd  foftly,  and  on  tiptoe  grop'd. 


F  U  R  I  0  S  O. 

63. 


Canto 


Fa  lungln  ipa$->  e  fempre  in  quel  di  dietro 
Tutto  fiferma,  e  Faltro  par,  che  muova 
A  guifa,  che  di  dar  tema  nelvetro: 
Noncbelterreno  abbia  a  ca/car,  ma  I'vava  ; 
E  tien  la  mano  innanzi  fimi  I  metro  : 
Pa  brancolando  in  fn,  che' I  letto  trova\ 
E  di  la ,  dove  gli  altri  avean  le  piante^ 
Tacitoji  caccio  col  capo  inante. 

64. 

jpra  I'una,  e  faltra  garnba  di  Fiammetta , 
Che  fupinagiacea^  diritto  venne. 
E  quando  le  fu  a  par  Tabbracciojlretta, 
E  fopra  lei  Jin  prej/b  al  di  ft  tenne. 
Cavaho  forts,  e  non  ando  aftaffetta, 
Che  mai  bejlia  mutar  non  gli  convenne  : 
Che  que/fapare  a  /«/',  che  ft  ben  trotte^ 
Ghefcender  non  ne  vuol  per  tutta  notte, 

65- 
Avea  Giocondo ,  edavea  il  Re  fentito 

Ucapejlio,  che  femprt  il  letto  fcoffe  : 

E  Funo  e  faltro  d'uno  error  fchernito 

S'avea  creduto,  che' I  compagno  fojje. 

Poi  ch'ebbe  il  Greco  il  fuo  camminfornito^ 

Si  come  era  venuto  anco  tornojfe. 

Saetto  il  SoldaTOrimnte  i  raggi ; 

Sorfe  Fiammetta.)  efece  entrare  i  paggi. 
66. 

//  Re  diffe  al  compagno  mbiteggiando^ 

Frate,  molto  camminfatto  aver  del. 

E  tempo  e  ben  che  ti  ripoji,  quando 

Stato  a  cavallo  tutta  notte  fei. 

Giocondo  a  lui  rifpofe  di  rimando ; 

E  dijje  ;  Tu  di'  quel^  ch'io  a  dire  avrei  • 

A  te  toccapofare,  e  pro  ti  faccia  ; 

Che  tutta  notte  hat  ccvalcato  a  caccia. 
67. 

Ancb'iO)  foggiunfe  il  Re^  fenza  alcunfallo 

Lafciato  avria  il  mio  can  correr  un  tratto  ; 

Se  m'havejji  prejlato  unpo  i  I  cavallo 
TantO)  cbel  mio  bifogno  avejfifatto. 
Giocondo  replico  ;   Son  tuo  vajjallo, 
E  puoifar  meco,  e  rompere  ogni  patto  : 
Si  che  non  convenia  tal  cenni  ufaret 
Ben  mi potevidir^  Lifcialajiare. 

68. 

Tanto  replica  Fun,  tantofoggiunge 
L'altro,  che  fono  a  grave  lite  infieme. 
Vengon  da  motti  ad  un  parlar^  che  punge  ; 
Ch'ad  ambeduo  I'eJJer  bcffaito  preme. 
Chiaman  Fiammetta  ;  che  non  era  lunge^ 
E  de  la  fraude  ejjer  fcoperta  tenie  ; 
Per  fare  in  vifo  fun  a  I'allro  dire 
Quel,  che  negando  amli  parean  mentire. 


He  makes  long  ftrides,  ftill  on  his  foot  behind 
Refts  firm,  and  feem'd  as  if  he  cautious  led 
His  t'other  foot,  as  fearing  glafs  to  find, 
And  that  an  egg,  not  ground,  he  had  to  tread : 
And  forward,  keeping  time,  his  hand  inclin'd, 
Still  tott'ring  on," until  he  found  the  bed  ; 
And,  in  the  place  where  others  feet  were  laid, 
Silent,  head-foremoft,  fwift  himfelf  convey'd. 

64. 

He  to  Flammet,  with  great  fagacity, 
Straight-forward  came,  who  was  fupinely  laid : 
And,  even  got,  embrac'd  her  ardently, 
And  almoft  till  day-break  he  with  her  ftay'd. 
There  he  remain 'd  in  utmoft  fecrecy, 
Where,  by  much  art,  he  had  himfelf  convey'd  ; 
And  here  continu'd  the  mifchievous  wight 
Clofe  to  his  dear  Fiammetta  all  the  night. 

65. 

Jocondo  and  the  King  had  both  perceiv'd 
The  motion  of  the  feet,  the  bed  had  (hook, ; 
And  both  of  them  by  error,  thus  deceiv'd, 
So  thinking,  him  for  his  companion  took. 
The  Greek,  now  to  his  journey's  end  arriv'd, 
As  he  came  in,  his  way  again  retook. 
The  rays  of  fol  from  the  horizon  mine, 
Flammet  arofe,  and  fent  the  pages  in. 

66. 

The  King  to  his  companion  {aid,  in  joke, 
Brother,  a  journey  long  you  muft  have  made, 
'Tis  furery  time  that  now  fome  reft  were  took, 
As  you  all  night  upon  your  tit  have  ftay'd. 
Jocond  reply'd,  and  in  like  manner  fpoke, 
Saying,  You  fpeak,  what  I  of  you  had  faid, 
'Tis  you  fliould  reft,  you  may  it  do  much  good, 
Who,  mounted  all  the  night,  the  chace  purfu'd. 

67. 

I  rather,  {aid  the  King,  with  fair  intent 
To  run  one  courfe,  would  let  my  dog  have  tryrd, 
If  you  a  little  me  the  nag  had  lent, 
Till  what  I  wanted  then  had  been  fupply'd. 
Jocond  rejoin'd,  I'm  your  obedient, 
You  can  with  me  all  contraft  fet  afide ; 
So  that  it  fuits  not  that  thefe  hints  be  thrown, 
You  could  have  faid  to  me,  Let  her  alone. 

68. 

So  one  fubjoin'd,  fo  t'other  made  reply  ; 
In  heavy  ftrife  together  they  appear'd. 
From  chat,  came  into  fpeech  of  poignancy, 
And  each  was  "hurt  to  be  by  t'other  jeer'd. 
They  call'd  Flammet,  who  plac'd  herfelf  hard  by, 
And  that  her  fraud  would  be  detected,  fear'd  ; 
To  make  each  other  to  her  face  declare, 
What,  both  denying,  falfehood  did  appear. 

69. 
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69. 

Ditnmi,  le  difje  il  Re  con  faro  fguardo 
E  non  tetner  di  me,  ne  di  cojlui  ; 
Chi.tutta  notte fu  quel  ft  gagliardo^ 
Che  ti  gode,  fenza  far  parts  altrui  ? 
Credendo  I' tin  provar  fal.ro  bugiardo^ 
La  rifpojta  afpettnvano  ambedui. 
Fiammctta  a  piedi  lor  ft  git  to,  incerta 
Di  viverpiu,  vedendojifcoperta. 

70. 

Domando  lor  perdono,  cbe  d'amore, 
Cb'a  un  giovinetto  avea  portato,  fpinta, 
E  da  pi  eta  d'un  tormcntato  core, 
Cbe  molto  avea  per  Li  pat  it  o,  vinta, 
Caduta  era  la  notte  in  quello  errors  : 
£  feguito  fenza  dir  cofafinta, 
Come  tra  lor  con  fp erne  ft  condujje, 
Ch'ambi  credej/er,  cbe' I  compagno  fujje. 

71' 

II  Re,  e  Giocondo  Ji  guardaro  in  vifo 
Di  maraviglia,  e  dijiupor  confiifi ; 
Ne  d'aver  anche  udito  lor  fu  avvifo, 
Ch'altri  due  fujfon  mai  cofi  dduft. 
Poifcopiaro  ugualmente  in  tanto  rifo, 
Cbe  con  la  bocca  aperta,  e  gli  occbi  chiufi 
Pctendo  a  pena  il  fiat  o  aver  del  petto, 
A dietrofi  lafciar  cader  sul letto. 

72. 

Pot  c'ebbon  tanto  rifo,  cbe  dolere 
Se  ne  ftntiano  il  petto,  e  pianger  gli  occbi; 
DiJJon  tra  lor ;   Come  potremo  avere 
Guardia,  che  la  moglier  non  ne  I'accocchi  ? 
Se  non  giova  tra  due  quejla  tenere 
E  Jlrettafi,  cbeTuno  efaltro  toccbi? 
Se  piu  cbe  crini  avejje  occhi  il  marito, 
Non  potria  far,  che  non  foffe  tradito. 

Provane  milk  abbiamo  ;  e  tutte  belle  : 
Ne  di  tante  una  c  aiuor,  che  ne  contrajle. 
Se  proviam  raltre,Jianfimili  ancb'e/Ie  ; 
Ma  per  ultima  prova  cojlei  baJJe. 
Dunque  pojjiams  creder,  cbe  piu  fe lie 
Nonjien  le  nojire,  o  men  de  Valtre  cajlt. 
E  fe  fan,  come  tutte  Taltrefono, 
Che  torniamo  a  godercelejia  buono* 

Concbiufo  cb'ebbon  quejio,  chiamar  fero 
Per  Fiammetta  medejiina  ilfuo  amante  ; 
E  in  prefenzia  di  molti  gli  la  diero 
Per  moglie,  e  dote  cbe  gli  fu  bajlante. 
Pot  montaro  a  cavallo  ;  e  il  lor  fentisro, 
Ch'era  a  ponentey  volfero  a  Levante  j 
Ed  a  le  moglie  lor  fe  ne  tornaro, 
Di  che  ajfanno  mai  piu  nonf 


69. 


9S 


Tell  me,  the  King  faid,  with  an  angry  frown, 
Of  either  him  or  me  conceive  no  fear, 
Who  all  the  night  was  that,  fo  lufly  one, 
That  enjoy'd  you,  nor  let  the  other  fhare  ? 
Each  thinking  t'other  would  be  liar  fhown, 
Impatiently  her  anfwer  wait  to  hear. 
Flammet  herfelf  caft  at  their  feet,  in  doubt 
Longer  to  live,  feeing  {he  was  found  out. 

70. 

She  afk'd  their  pardon,  that  by  am'rous  fmart, 
Which  for  a  young  man  fhe  had  borne,  conflrain'd, 
By  pity  too  of  his  tormented  heart, 
Which  much  on  her  account  had  fuffer'd,  gain'd, 
She  fell  that  night  into  fuch  wicked  part : 
And  followed,  nor  related  aught  was  feign'd, 
How,  'twixt  them,  they  with  hope  were  carry'd  on, 
That  both  might  think  'twas  his  companion. 

71- 

The  King  and  Jocond  on  each  other  ftar'd, 
Confus'd  with  wonder,  and  in  vaft  furprife: 
Nor  call'd  to  mind  that  they  had  ever  heard, 
Two  others  ever  trick'd  by  fuch  difguife. 
Then  burfl  into  fuch  laughter,  which  they  mar'd, 
With  mouth  wide  open,  and  clofe  fhut  their  eyes, 
That,  in  their  lungs  fcarce  having  breath  at  all, 
They  backwards  on  the  bed  themfelves  let  fall. 

72. 

Soon  as  they  fuch  great  laughter  had,  that  pain 
Made  them  feel  in  their  lungs,  their  eyes  to  weep, 
They  faid  together,  What  courfe  could  be  ta'en, 
Whence  we  our  wives  from  tricking  us  could  keep  ? 
Since  we  held  her  between  us  both,  in  vain, 
And  that  fo  clofe,  to  touch  us  in  our  fleep. 
If  that  more  eyes  than  hairs  the  hufband  had, 
He  could  not  act,  but  he  might  be  betray 'd. 

A  thoufand  we  have  prov'd,  all  of  them  fair ; 

Nor,  of  fo  many,  one  as  yet  deny'd  : 

If  others  we  fhould  try,  like  thefe  they  are, 

Suffice  this  final  proof,  with  her  we've  try'd. 

Can  we  then  think  the  wives,  which  are^our  fhare, 

Worfe  or  lefs  chafte,  than  others  are  befide  ? 

And,  fmce  they  are  but  only  like  the  refl, 

To  return  home,  and  enjoy  them  were  befl. 

74- 

When  'twixt  them  this  concluded  was,  they  call 
This  fame  Flammet,  and  with  her  her  galant, 
And  gave  him  her,  in  prefence  of  them  all, 
For  wife  and  dow'r  as  much  as  he  could  want. 
Then  mount  their  horfes,  to  their  journey  fall, 
Which  weftward  was,  now  turn'd  to  the  Levant ; . 
And  to  their  fpoufes  back  again  they  went, 
With  whom  they  never  more  had  diicontent. 

75- 
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Uojiier  qin  fine  a  la  fua  ijloria  pojt, 
Che  fu  con  mclta  attenzione  udita. 
Udilla  il  Saracin,  tie  gli  rifpofe 
Parola  mai,  fin  che  nonfufinita. 
Poi  dijfe:  lo  credo  ben,  che  de  I'afcofe 
Femminil  frode  fia  copia  infinha  : 
Nefi  potria  de  la  millefma  parts 
Tener  memoria  con  tutte  le  carte. 

76- 

£)uivi  era  un'uom  d1  eta,  c'aveapiii  retta 
Opinion  de  gli  altri,  e  ingegno,  e  ardire  \ 
E  non  potendo  ormai,  che  ft  negletta 
Ogni  femmina  foj/e,  piupatire  ; 
£Y  volfe  a  quel,  c'avea  Vifloria  detta ; 
E  gli  dijfe,   jtffei  cofe  ttdimo  dire, 
Che  veritade  in  fe  non  hanno  alcuna: 
E  ben  di  quejle  e  la  tua  favola  una. 

A  chi  te  la  narrb,  non  do  credenza ; 
S' '  Evangelijla  ben  fojje  net  reflo  ; 
Ch'cpinione  piu,  ch'efperienza, 
C'abbia  di  donne,  lo  facea  dir  quejlo. 
L'avere  ad  una,  o  duo  malivolenza 
Fa,  ch'odia,  e  biafma  I'altre  oltre  a  Vonejlo. 
Ma  fe  gli  pajja  fir  a,  io  vo  tu  Voda 
Piu  c'ora  biafmo,  anco  dar  lor  gran  loda» 

78. 

Efe  vorra  lodarne,  avra  maggiore 
11  campo  affai,  ch'a  dime  mal  non  ebbe* 
Di  cento  potra  dir  degne  d'onore 
Verfo  una  trijla  che  biafmar  fi  debbe. 
JVo«  biafmar  tutte,  ma  ferbarne  fuore 
La  bonta  d 'infinite  fi  dovrebbe  : 
E  fe'l  Valeria  tuo  dijfe  altrimente, 
Dijfe  per  ira,  e  non  per  quel  che  fenle. 

79' 

Ditemi  un  poco,  e  tra  voi  forfe  alcunOj 
C'abbia  fervato  a  la  fua  mogliefede  ? 
Che  nieghi  andar,  quando  gli  fia  opportunsj 
A  I'ahrui  donna,  e  darle  ancor  mercede  ? 
Credcte  in  tutto  I  mondo  trovarne  uno  ? 
Ch'il  dice,  mente,  e  foils  e  bench' ilcredt. 
Trovatene  vo' alcuna,  chevichiami? 
Non  parlo  de  le  publiche,  ed  infami. 

80. 

Conofcete  alcun  voi,  cbe  non  lafciajje 
La  moglie  J'ola,  ancor  che  fojje  bella, 
Per  feguire  altra  donna,  f e  fpcrajfe 
In  breve,  e  facilmente  cttener  quella? 
Chefarebbe  cgli,  quando  lo  pregajfe, 
O  dej/e  premio  d  lui  donna,  o  donzella  f 
Credo  per  compiacere  or  quefte,  or 
Che  tutti  lafciertmmovi  la  pelle. 


75- 


The  hoft  an  end  here  put  t'  his  hiftory, 
To  hearing  which  they  all  did  much  attend. 
The  Saracin  heard  too,  nor  of  reply 
One  word,  till  it  was  finifh'd,  did  he  fend : 
Then  faid,  I  think,  of  female  treachery 
Conceal'd,  there  may  be  plenty  without  end. 
Not  of  a  thoufandth  part  could  able  be 
All  paper  made,  to  hold  the  memory. 

76. 

A  man  there  was  of  years,  who  had  more  right 
Opinion  than  the  reft,  ingenious,  bold, 
Long  while  unable  to  endure  fuch  flight 
Upon  the  females,  could  no  longer  hold. 
He  turn'd  to  him,  who  did  this  tale  recite, 
And  faid,  Enough  of  thefe  things  w'ave  heard  told, 
Which  in  themfclves  of  verity  have  none; 
And  this  your  fable  fure  of  thefe  is  one. 

77- 

Who  told  it  you  by  me  is  not  believ'd, 
Tho',  true  as  gofpel  what-e'er  elfe  he  faid  : 
For,  an  opinion  of  the  fex  receiv'd, 
More  than  experience,  him  to  talk  thus  made. 
Having  'gaiuft  one  or  two  ill-will  conceiv'd, 
Makes  a  man's  hate  unjuft,  the  reft  upbraid: 
But,  fet  afide  fuch  wrath,  I'm  fure  you'd  hear 
Him,  more  than  blame,  their  praifes  great  declare. 

78, 

And,  if  inclin'd  to  praife,  he'll  have  more  great 
The  field,  by  much,  than  to  fpeak  in  their  fhame. 
Of  hundreds  he  could  honours  due  relate, 
'Stead  of  one  naughty,  who  might  merit  blame. 
Let's  not  find  fault  with  all;  we  fhou'd  abate, 
For  goodnefs  infinite,  that  numbers  claim. 
If  your  Valerius  fpoke  in  other  way. 
From  wrath,  not  judgment,  was,  what  he  did  fay, . 

79- 

Tell  me  a  little,  is  there  one  of  ye, 
Who  to  his  wife  his  faith  unbroke  does  guard  ? 
Who  would  not  go,  at  opportunity, 
To  other  women,  nay,  and  them  reward  ? 
Think  you  in  all  the  world  .fuch  one  to  fee  ? 
Who  fays  it,  lies  ;  weak,  who  does  it  regard. 
A  woman  find,  who  you  does  offers  make : 
I  don't  o'  th'  infamous  and  common  fpeak. 

So. 

Know  you  amongft  ye  one,  who  would  not  leave 
His  wife  alone,  in  beauty  tho'  complete, 
To  fue  another,  could  he  hope  conceive, 
Her  in  fhort  time,  and  eafily  to  get  ? 
To  wife  or  maiden  how  would  he  behave, 
Should  fhe  or  prefents  make,  or  him  intreat  ? 
By  turns  to  gratify  them,  I  believe, 
We  all  fliould  of  our  ikins  ourfelves  bereave. 
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81. 


81. 


Quelle,  cht  i  hr  mar it i  hanni  lafciatiy 
Le  piu  volte  cagione  avuta  nhanno. 
Del  fuo  di  cafa  It  veggonfvogliati, 
E  che  fuor  de  Faltrui  brurmji  vanno* 
Dovriano  a  mar  volendo  ejfer  amati, 
E  tor  con  la  mifura,  ch'a  lor  danno. 
lo  farei^  fe  a  mejlejfe  il  darh>  e  torn, 
Tal  legge,  c'uom  non  vi  potrebbe  opporre. 

82. 

Saria  la  legge,  ch'ogni  donna  cclta 
In  adult  erio^foffe  meJJ'a  a  morte  ; 
Se  provar  t/on  potejje^  ch'una  volts 
Aveffe  adult  e^ato  il  fuo  conforte. 
Se  provar  lo  potejfey  andfebbe  ajjblta^ 
Ne  iemeria  il  marito,  ne  la  carte. 
Crijlo  ha  la f data  ne  i  precetti  fuoi  ; 
Non  Jar  altrui  quel  che  patlr  non  vuoL 

^ 

La  incontinenza  e  quanta  mal  fi  puote 
Imputar  lor,  non  gia  a  tutt*  lo  ftuolo  ; 
Ma  in  quejto  chi  ha  di  not  piu  brutte  note  f 
Che  continente  non  fi  trova  tin  folo. 
E  molto  piu  nha  adarrojjir  le  gate, 
Quando  bejlemmia,  ladroneccio^  dolo^ 
Ufura^  ed  omicidia  :  eje  v'e  peggio  ; 
HarOjfe  non  da  git  uom'ini  far  veggio. 

84. 

Apprejjo  a  le  ragioni  avea  HJincero 
E  giufto  vecckio  in  pronto  alcuno  efempia 
Di  donne  ;  che  ne  in  fatto,  ne  in  penfiero 
Mai  di  lor  cajiitapatiron  fcempio. 
Ma  il  Saracin,  chefuggia  ndire  il  veroy 
Lo  minaccio  con  vifo  crudo^  ed  empio, 
Si  che  hfecc  per  timor  tacere  : 
Ma  gia  non  lo  muto  di  fuo  par  ere, 

85. 

Po/lo  c'ebbe  a  le  ////,  e  a  le  contefe 
T ermine  il  Re  Pagan ,  lafcio  la  menfa^ 
Indi  nel  let  to  per  dormir  fi  Jlefe 
Fln'alpartir  de  I"  aria  fcura,  e  den  fa  : 
Ma  de  la  notte  a  fofpirar  toffefc 
Piu  de  la  donnx^  ctiadormir  difpenfa. 
Quindi  parte  a  Fufclr  del  nuovo  ra»gio  j 
E  far  difegna  in  nave  il  fuo  viagoit. 

*<>• 
Ptro,  Savendo  tutto  cjttel  rifpetto^ 

Ch'a  buon  cava'h  dee  buon  cavaliero, 
A quel  fuo  bells,  e  buono,  cb'adifpetlo 
Tenea  di  Sacripante,  e  di  Rug gi era. 
Vedtndo  fer  d:io  giorni  averlo  ftretto 
/*/';/,  eke  non  fi  dovria  fe  buon  dejlriero\ 
Lo  pan  per  ripcfar/o,  e  lo  rafjeita 
In  una  barca,  e  per  andar  put  in  frctta, 
.VoL.  II. 


Thofe  who  have  faithlefs  to  their  hufbands  prov\i, 
Have,  for  moft  times,  too  juft  occafion  had : 
From  their  own  houfe  they  fee  their  love  remov'd, 
And  that  of  others  fond,  abroad  they  ftray'd. 
We  ought  to  love,  if  we  would  be  belov'd, 
And  take  that  meafure,  which  to  them  we  made. 
I'd  make,  did  to  enacl  to  me  belong, 
Such  law,  that  no  man  could  6ppofa~as  wrong. 

82. 

The  law  mould  be,  each  woman  in  the  crime 
Caught  of  adult'ry,  be  condemn'd  to  die, 
If  it  could  not  be  prov'd,  that,  at  fome  time, 
Her  hufband  had  been  in  adultery ; 
But  be  abfolv'd,  could  it  be  prov'd  on  him, 
And  from  all  fear  of  fpoufe  or  court  go  free. 
Chrift,  in  his  precepts  left  to  us,  has  mown, 
To  do  by  others,  as  by  us  we  would  have  done. 

Incontinence  is  the  great  ill  we  may 
Impute  to  them ;  but  not  on  all  be  thrown  : 
But  on  us  men  what  fouler  fpots  do  lay, 
When  continent  is  found  not  even  one  ? 
And  much  more  our  cheeks  blufhes  need  difplay, 
When  rapine,  blafphemy,  deception, 
•   Ufury,  murder,  if  aught  worfe  there  be, 
We  feldom,  but  'mongft  men,  committed  fee. 

84. 

Join'd  to  his  arguments,  had  this  fincere 
And  juft  old  man,  examples  ready  got, 
Of  women,  who  in  deed  or  thought  had  ne'er 
Suffer 'd  upon  their  chafKty  a  blot ; 
•     But  that  the  Pagan  truth  declin'd  to  hear, 

Threaten'd  him  in  fierce  look,  with  fury  fraught, 
So  that  he  made  him  hold  his  peace  thro'  fright  j 
But  yet  he  did  not  change  his  judgment  fight. 

85. 

When  to  the  contefts  and  the  flrife  an  end 
Was  put,  the  Pagan  King  from  table  rofe, 
And  did  for  fleep  himfelf  on  bed  extend, 
Until  the  air  involv'd  with  darknefs  goes ; 
But  greater  part  of  night  in  fighs  did  fpend, 
For  injury  from  woman,  than  repofe, 
From  thence  departs,  foon  as  the  day  does  break, 
And  in  a  (hip  his  voyage  means  to  take. 

86. 

For  that,  conceiving  the  refpecl  that's  right, 
To  a  good  horfe  due  from  good  cavalier, 
To  this  his  fine  and  good  one,  which,  in  fpite, 
He  held  of  Sacripant  and  of  Ruggier, 
As  h'ad  prefs'd  two  days  to  his  utmoft  might, 
More  than  ought  to  be  done  with  horfe  fo  rare, 
He  puts  him  there  to  reft,  in  quiet  plac'd, 
Embark'd,  to  travel  with  the  greater  hafte. 

O  87 
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87- 

Senza  indugio  al  nocchier  varar  la  t>arca> 
E  dar  fa  i  remi  a  Facqua  da  la  fponda. 
guella  non  molto  grande,  e  poco  carca 
S?  ne  va  per  la  Sonna  giu  a  fcconda. 
Nonfugge  ilfuo  penfier  :  nefe  nefcarca 
Rodomont  e  per  terra,  ne  per  onda. 
Lo  trova  in  su  la  prcda,  e  in  sit  la  poppa  : 
E  fe  cavaUa,  i  I  port  a  dietro  in  grappa. 

88. 

Anzi  nel  capo,  ofia  nel  cor  gli  fiede  ; 
E  difuor  caccia  ogni  conforto,  eferra. 
Di  ripararfi  il  mifero  non  vede 
Dapoi,  cbe  gli  inimici  ha  ne  la  terra. 
Non  fa  da  chifperar  poj/a  mercede  ; 
Se  gli  f anno  i  domejlici  fuoi  guerra. 
La  nottc,  e'lgiorno^  efempre  *e  comkattut* 
Da  quel crude/,  che  dovria  dargliaiuto. 

89. 

Naviga  il  giorno,  e  la  notte  feguentt 
Rodcmonte  col  cor  dfaffanni  grave  ; 
E  non  Ji  puo  ringluria  tor  di  mente, 
Che  da  la  donnat  e  dalfuo  Re  havuto  have; 
E  la  pena,  e  il  dolor  medefmofente, 
Che  fentiva  a  cavallo,  ancora  in  nave  : 
Nejpegner  puo  perftarne  Vacqua  ilfuoco  ; 
Nepuojlato  mutar  per  mutar  luoco. 

90. 

Come  rinfermoy  cbe  dirotto*  eflanco 
Difebbre  ardente,  va  cangiando  Jato, 
OJta  sit  I'uno,  o/ia  sit  I'altro  fianco^ 
Spera  aver,  fe  Jtvolge,  migliorjlato  } 
Ne  su'l  defer o  ripofa,  ne  su'l  manco 
E  per  tutto  ugualmente  e  travagliato  : 
Cofi  il  Pagano  al  male,  ond'era  inferme^ 
Mai  trova  in  terra ,  e  male  in  acqua  fchermo. 

91. 

Nonpuote  in  nave  aver  piu  patiettea : 
E  ft  fa  par  re  in  terra  Rodomonte. 
Lion  pajfa,  e  Vienna,  indi  f'alenza, 
£  vede^in  Avignone  in  ricco  Ponte ; 
Che  quejte  terrf,  ed  altre  ulbidienza^ 
Cbfifon  tra  il  fiume,  e  il  Celtibcro  mcnte^ 
Rendean  al  Re  Agramante^  e  al  Re  di  Spagna 
Daldi,  che  fur  Signor  de  la  campagna. 

92. 

Verfo  Acquamorta  a  man  dejlrafi  tenne 
Con  animo  in  Algier  pajfare,  in  fretta  ; 
E  fopra  un  fiunie  ad  una  villa  venne 
E  'da  Eac:ho,  e  da  Cerere  diletta, 
Che  per  le  fpejje  ingiurif,  cbefojlenne 
Da  ifoldati,  a  voltarfifu  co/iretta. 
Quinci  i!  gran  mare,  e  quindi  ne  l\ 
Vulli  vtd(  ondcggiar  le  blonde  fpicbe. 


87. 


He  made  the  mariner  weigh  anchor  ftreight, 
To  water  give  the  oars,  from  {hore  declin'd. 
The  bark  not  very  large,  and  light  of  weight. 
Glides  down  the  Irream  of  Sonna  with  the  wind  : 
But  Rodomont  could  not  exonerate 
From  reftlefs  thought,  by  fea  or  land,  his  mind. 
This  on  the  prow  and  on  the  poop  did  find, 
And  when  on  horfeback  carry'd  this  behind. 

88. 

Rather  within  his  head  or  heart  it  ftay'd, 
And  drives  each  comfort  thence,  and  locks  out  there : 
Nor  fees  the  wretch  what  fafeguard  can  be  made, 
Since  in  the  fortrefs  the  foes  enter'd  are  : 
Nor  does  he  know  whence  he  can  hope  for  aid, 
If  his  own  fervants  'gainft  him  war  declare  : 
By  night,  by  day,  in  combat  without  end, 
\Vith  this  fierce  foe,  that  fhould  ailiftance  lend. 

89. 

All  the  day  voyag'd,  and  the  folPwing  night, 
King  Rodomont,  with  heart  in  torment  griev'd ; 
Nor  from  his  mind  the  wrong  could  put  to  flight, 
Which  from  his  King  and  lady  he  receiv'd  : 
And  the  fame  anguifh,  the  fame  woeful  plight, 
Which  he  on  horfe  felt,  in  the  bark  perceiv'd : 
Nor  could  he  on  the  water  quench  his  heat ;  [ftate. 
Nor,  tho'  he  chang'd  his  fration,  could  he  change  his 

90. 

Like  the  fick  man,  who,  wearied  out  and  worn 
By  burning  fever,  changes  frill  his  fide, 
Whether  he  on  one  flank  or  t'other  turn, 
By  turning,  hopes  in  better  ftate  t'abide ; 
Upon  the  right  or  left,  of  reft  forlorn, 
Alike  throughout  his  toil  is  vainly  try'd  ; 
The  Pagan  'gainft  the  ill,  from  whence  unfound, 
Vain  all  defence,  from  land  or  water  found. 

91. 

As  Rodomont  no  longer  patience 
On  board  could  have,  he  would  be  fet  on  land. 
Lyons  he  pafs'd,  Vienna,  and  Valenze, 
And  faw  Avignon's  bridge  of  fabrick  grand : 
For  thefe  and  more  towns  own'd  obedience, 
Which  'twixt  th'  Iberian  mount  and  river  ftand, 
To  the  King  Agramant  and  King  of  Spain, 
From  that  day  they  were  Lords  of  the  campaign. 

92. 

He  on  the  right  tow'rds  Acquamort  kept  on, 
With  mind  in  hafte  unto  Algiers  to  get : 
And  on  a  river  came  unto  a  town, 
Of  Bacchus  and  of  Ceres  favourite, 
Which  from  the  wrongs  fo  often  undergone, 
Of  foldiers,  they  had  been  conftrain'd  to  quit. 
Here  the  vaft  ocean,  there  the  funny  plain, 
And  vales  were  waving  feen  with  blooming  grain. 

93- 
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£>uivi  ritrova  una  piccoia  chiefs 
Di  nuovofopre  tin.  monticel  murata. 
Cl-.e  poi  ch'intorna  era  la  guerra  accefat 
J  facer  dot!  vota  avean  la/ctata. 
Pir  ftanza  fu  da  Rodomonte  prefa  ; 
Che  pel  fit QI  e  perch' era  feque/lrata 
Da  i  campi,  onde  aitea  in  odio  udir  novella, 
Gli  piacquejij  che  mutt  Algieri  in  quelia. 

94- 

A  Into  d'andart  in  Africa  penfeero, 
S:  eammodo  gli  parvs  il  lutrgo,  e  belli , 
Famigli,  e  carriaggi,  e  ilfuo  de/trien 
Seco  alloggiar  fe  net  medefmo  o/lello. 
Vicino  a  poche  leghe  a  Mompoliero  ; 
E  ad  alcun  aitro  rztro,  e  buon  ca/hllt 
Siede  II  -villaggto  a  lata  la  riviera  : 
Si  che  a"avervi  ognagio  il  modo  vera. 

95- 

Standovi  un  giornc  il  Saracin  penfofoj 
Come  pur  era  il  piu  del  tempo  ufato, 
Vide  venir  per  mezzo  un  prato  erbofo. 
Che  d? un  picciol  fentiero  era  j'egnato  ; 
Una  donzella  di  vifo  amorofo 
In  compagnia  d'un  Monaco  barbatot 
Eft  traeano  dietro  un  gran  dejiriert 
Sotto  una  foma  coper ta  di  nero. 

96. 

Chi  la  donzella^  cbi'l  monaco  fia^ 
Chi  portinfeco,  vi  debbe  ejjei'  chiaro. 
Conofcer  Ifabella  ft  dour'ta^ 
Che  Icorpo  avea  del  f uo  Zerbino  car  a. 
Lafciai,  che  per  Provenza  ne  venia 
Sotto  la  f  cor  t  a  del  vecchio  prechro, 
Che  le  avea  perfuafo  tutto  il  rejlo 
Dicare  a  Dio  del  fuo  vivere  onejlo. 

97- 

Comf9  cb'in  vifo  palllday  e  fmarrita 
Sia  la  donzella^  ed  abbia  i  crini  inconti  \ 
E  facciano  i  fofpir  continua  ufcita 
Del  petto  accejO)  e  gli  occhi  fien  duo  fonti  ; 
Ed  altri  tejlimmi  a" una  vita 
Miftra,  e  grave  in  lei  fi  veggan  pronti  ; 
Tanto  pero  di  hello  anco  le  awanza, 
Che  con  le  grazie  amor  vi  pub  averjlanza. 

98. 

Tc/lo^  che' I  Saracin  vide  la  bella 
Donna  apparir  ;   mife  il  penfiero  al  fondo, 
C'avea  di  biafmar  fempre,  e  d'odiar  quella 
Schiera  gentij,  che  pur  adarna  il  mondo. 
E  ben  gli  par  dignijjima  Ifabella  ; 
In  cui  locar  debba  ilfui  amor  fe  con  do  ; 
E  fpetiger  totalmente  il  primo,  a  tnodtt 
Cht  da  I'ajfe  Ji  trae  cktod^  ton  ckiode. 


93- 

He  on  this  fpot,  a  little  chapel  found, 
Upon  a  pretty  hill,  wall'd  in  of  lare ; 
Which,  as  the  war  was  light  up  all  around, 
The  priefts  had  now  foriaken,  defolate  : 
His  ftation  Rodomont  took  on  this  ground, 
For  fite,  as  well  as  that  'twas  feparate 
From  th'  army,  ^Yhence  he  hated  nevs  to  h<xr: 
So  pleas'd,  he  chang'd  this  place  for  his  Algicr. 

94. 

He  chang'd  his  mind  for  Africa  to  go  ; 
This  place,  fo  fair  and  fit,  did  him  incline ; 
Family,  carriages,  his  palfrey  too, 
He  made  lodge  with  him  in  the  felf-fame  inn : 
Near  Montpelier  within  a  league  or  two, 
And  to  another  caftle  rich  and  fine, 
The  village  ftood,  upon  a  rivers  fide, 
Where  means  were  eafy  all  things  to  provide.. 

One  day,  as  thoughtful  ftood  the  Saracin, 
As  for  the  moft  time  he  was  us'd  to  be, 
Approaching",  by  the  midft  a  meadow  green, 
Mark'd  with  a  little  foot-track,  he  did  fee 
A  damfel  young  and  of  an  am'rous  mien, 
A  bearded  friar  in  her  company  ; 
And  after  them  was  led  a  war-horfe  great, 
Loaded,  with  fable  cover'd  was  the  weight. 

96. 

Who  this  fair  damfel,  who  this  monk  might  be, 
Who  they  bore  with  them,  to  you  fhould  be- clear  : 
That  this  was  Ifabel,  be  known  to  ye, 
Who  had  the  body  of  her  Zerbin  dear. 
I  left  her,  as  thro'  Provence  travell'd  {he, 
Under  this  celebrated  old  man's  care ; 
By  whofe  perfuafion,  {he  had  all  the  reft 
Of  her  life  holy  unto  God  addrefs'd. 

97- 

Altho'  with  vifage  pale,  confus'd  with  woe 
The  damfel  was,  dHhevell'd  too  her  hair, 
And  fighs  continually  made  paflage  thro' 
Her  breaft  inflam'd,  her  eyes  two  fountains  were ; 
And  other  evidence  did  clearly  (how, 
In  her  a  wretched  life  weigh'd  down  with  care ; 
Yet  there  remain'd  fo  much  ftill  of  the  fair, 
Love,  with  the  graces,  could  have  ftation  there. 

98. 

Soon  as  the  Saracin  obferv'd  the  fair 
Damfel  come  on,  all  thought  he  from  him  caft, 
That  he  e'er  had  to  blame  or  hate  to  bear 
To  that  fweet  troop,  by  which  the  world  is  grac'd : 
And  Ifabel  moft  worthy  did  appear, 
On  whom  his  fecond  paflion  fliould  be  plac'd, 
And  his  firft  totally  that  way  to  fmother, 
As  from  the  board  one  nail  drives  out  another. 
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100 


ORLANDO    FU  R  I  0  S  0. 


Canto 


09. 


99. 


Incontrafe  leftce,  e  cot  piumolle 

Patlar  ihefippe,  e  col  migtior  fembiante 

Di  Jua  condizione  domandolle^ 

Ed  clla  ognl  pcnfier  gliff'tego  inante ; 

Come  era  per  lafciar  il  mondo  folle , 

E  farfe  arnica  a  Dio  con  oprcjante. 

Ride  //  Pagano  altlcr,  ch'in  Dio  nan  crede, 

D'ogni  leggc  nimicoy  e  d'ogni  fcde. 

100. 

E  Mama  intenzione  erronea,  e  lieve  : 
E  dice,  cbe  per  certo  alia  troppo  err  a. 
Ne  men  biafmar,  cbe  Favaroji  deve, 
Cbe^lfuo  ricco  tejor  mctte  fotterra  ; 
Alcurf  util  per  fe  non  ne  riceve, 
E  da'l  ufo  de  gli  altri  uomlni  il  ferra. 
Cbiuder  leonfi  denno,  orji^  e  ferpenti  : 
E  non  le  cofe  belle,  ed  innocenti. 

101. 

//  monaco,  ch'a  quejlo  avea  forecchiOj 
E  pet  Joccorrer  la  giavane  incauta-, 
Cbe  ritratta  nonjia  per  la  via  vecchiat 
Sedea  al  governo  q ual  pratico  nauta  j 
Quivi  di  fpiritual  cibo  apparecchia 
Tojlo  una  menfa  fontuofa^  e  lauta  : 
Ma  il  Saracin^  che  con  mat  gufto  nacque^ 
Non  pur  lafaporb)  cbe  gli  difpiacque. 

102. 

E  pot,  ch'in  vans  il  monaco  interroppe^ 
E  non  pote  ma i  far  j/,  che  taiejje  j 
•E  cbe  di  patienza  il freno  rappe  j 
Le  mani  addoffo  con  furor  gli  mejje. 
Ma  le  parole  mie  parervi  troppe 
Potriano  omai^fepiiife  ne  dicejje. 
Si  che  finiro  il  canto  j  e  mi  fa  fpccchh 
ly  che  per  troppo  dir  accade  al  veccbio. 


He  went  to  meet  her,  and  in  fofteft  tone 
.  Of  fpeech,  he  could,  and  moft  engaging  air, 
Afk'd,  that  her  ftate  to  him  me  would  make  known  ; 
And  fhe  her  thoughts  did  openly  declare, 
How  this  vain  world  to  quit  (he's  fet  upon, 
And  by  good  works  rferfelf  to  God  make  dear. 
The  haughty  Pagan  laugh 'd  ;  no  Deity 
Believ'd,  to  ev'ry  law  and  faith  an  enemy. 

100. 

And  her  intent,  eroneous,  weak,  did  name, 
•  And  faid,  Too  much  fhe  err'd,  he  certain  found: 
Nor,  than  the  niggard,  would  incur  lefs  blame, 
Who  his  rich  treafure  buries  under  ground ; 
No  benefit  receives  he  from  the  fame, 
And  from  all  others  ufe  does  it  empound. 
Shut  up  fhould  be  the  lion,  ferpent,  bear  ; 
But  not  the  things  both  innocent  and  fair. 

101. 

The  monk,  who  had  an  ear  to  this  difcourfe, 
And  this  incautious  damfel  to  give  aid, 
Left  the  old  way  fhe  might  be  drawn  by  force, 
Like  fldlful  pilot,  at  the  fteerage  ftay'd. 
There  of  fpiritual  food  prepaf'd  a  courfe, 
And  foon  a  fplendid  fumptuous  table  laid ; 
But  the  fierce  Pagan,  born  with  evil  gout, 
Relifhing  not,  the  dainties  from  him  threw. 

102. 

And  fmce  the  monk  he  interrupts  in  vain, 
Nor  could  compel  him  e'er  to  hold  his  tongue  ; 
And  that  of  patience  broken  was  the  rein, 
Himfelf  in  fury  he  againft  him  flung. 
But  now  my  words  may  feem  you  to  detain 
Too  much,  fhould  I  this  my  difcourfe  prolong  : 
So  I'll  the  canto  end  ;  and  make  my  glafs, 
What  to  th'  old  man,  by  talking,  came  to  pafs. 

S. 


CANTO     XXIX. 


f\  De  gli  liomini  inferma,  e  inftabilmente  ; 
*-^   Comefiam  prejti  a  variar  difegno  : 
Tuttf  i  pen (ier  mutiamo  facilmente  ; 
Piu  quei^  che  nafcon  d? amorafojdegno. 
Jo  vidi  dianzi  it  Saracinfi  ardente 
Contra  le  donney  e  pajjar  tanto  il  fegno  ; 
Che  non  cbefpegner  i'odio  ;  ma  patfai, 
Che  non  dovejfc  intiepidirlo  rnai. 


i . 

/~\  Mind  of  man  !  unftable  and  unfound ! 
^-^  How  hafty  from  our  firft  defigns  we  turn ! 
All  change  our  thoughts  upon  the  flighteft  ground, 
Moft  thofe,  which  are  produc'd  from  am'rous  fcorn. 
The  Saracin  before  inflam'd  I  found, 
Againft  the  ladies,  beyond  reafon  born ; 
That,  not  to  quench  his  anger,  but  he  thought, 
'  Ne'er  more  to  fuffer  it  to  cool  he  ought. 
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2. 


Donne  gentil,  per  quel,  cb'a  biafmo  vojlro 
Parlo  contra  il  dover^  fi  cjfefo  fono, 
Che  fin,  che  col  fuo  mal  non  gli  dimoflro 
Quanta  alkla  futto  error,  non  gli  perdono. 
lo  faro  Ji  con  penna^  e  con  incbirjjlro^ 
Ch'ognun  vedrd^  che  gli  era  utile  •?  buana 
Aver  taciutO)  e  mordcrji  anco  poi 
Prima  la  lingua ,  cbe  dir  mal  di  voi. 

Ma  cbeparlo  come  ignorante,  e  fchcco', 
Ve  lo  dimojira  cblara  efperienzia. 
Gia  contra  tutte  traj/e  fuor  lojiocco 
De  rira,  fenza  farvi  differ  enzia : 
Poi  d' '  Ijabella  un  fguardo  fi  I' ha  to:coy 
Che  fubito  gli  fa  mutar  fentenzia, 
Gia  in  cambio  di  quell' altra  la  difia  : 
L'ha  vifta  a  pena,  e  non  fa  ancor  cbi  Jia. 

E  come  nuovo  amor  lo  punge,  e  fcalda, 
Muove  alcune  ragion  di  pocofrutto^ 
Per  romper  quella  mente  inter  a,  e  fa  Ida , 
Cb'eHa  avea  fifl'a  al  Creator  del  tutto. 
Ma  rEremiia,  che  I'e  fcudo,  e  falda. 
Per  cbe  il  cajio  penfter  ncn  fia  dijlrutto  \ 
Con  argomenti  piu  validi^  e  fermi, 
Quanta  piitpuo  le  fa  ripari,  e  fcbermi. 

Pol  cbe  Fempio  Pagan  motto  ha  fcfferto 
Con  langa  noia  quel  wonaco  audme  ; 
E  cbe  gli  ha  detto  in  van  ch' al  fuo  deferto 
Senza  lei  pub  tornar,  quando  gli  place  ', 
E  cbe  nuocer  ft  vide  a  v:fo  apertoy 
E  che  feco  non  vuol  tritgua,  nc  pace  ; 
La  mono  al  mento  con  furor  glijiefe-t 
E  tanto  ne  pelo,  quanta  ne  prefe* 

6. 

E  fi  crebbe  la  furia,  cbe  ncl  collo 
,  Can  man  b  Jlringe  a  gut  fa  di  tanaglia  : 
E  poi  ch'una,  e  due  volte  raggirollo^ 
Da  fe  per  faria  verfo  il  mar  lo  fcaglia. 
Che  n'avi'enij/e^  ne  dico,  ne  folio, 
y aria  fa  ma  e  ai  lui,  ne  ft  raguagl'ia. 
Dice  alcun,  che  fi  nita  a  unfajfb  re/fa, 
Cbe' I  pie' 'non  ft  difcerne  da  la  tejia. 

7-i 

Ed  altri,  ch'a  coder  e  an  do  nel  marf, 
Cb'cra  fiu  di  tre  miglia  "indi  lontano  j 
E  cbe  tncri  per  non  faper  notare^ 
Fatt'i  ajjai  prieghi,  e  orazioni  in  van*. 
Altri,  ctfun  fanto  lo  venne  aiutare, 
Lo  traj/e  al  lito  con  vifibil  mono. 
Di  quejie  qualji  vuol  la  verafia  -t 
Di  lui  non  far/a  piu  Tijloria  mia. 


My  charming  nymphs,  For  blame  laid  upon  yon, 
He,  'gainft  his  duty  fpoke,  fo  angry  I, 
That  until  him,  I,  to  his  coft,  fhall  fhow 
His  error  done,  the  crime  I'll  not  pais  by  : 
I,  \vith  my  pen  and  ink,  will  fuch  \vay  xlo, 
That  uieful,  good  't  had  been,  all  fhail  defcry, 
T'  have  held  his  peace,  and  from  henceforth  to  bite 
Rather  his  tongue,  than  fpeak  in  your  dcfpite. 

That,  like  one  ignoranfand  weak  he  fpoke, 
To  you,  by  clear  experience,  fhall  be  Ihown  : 
Juft  now,  'gainft  all,  his  poignard  forth  he  took, 
Full  of  refentment,  making  difF'rence  none  : 
Then  fo  was  touch'd,  by  Ifabel's  fole  look, 
That  fudden  made  him  change  opinion, 
And  wifh  for  her,  of  his  firft  flame  in  lieu, 
Tho'  h"ad  fcarce  feen  her,  or  who  was  me,  knew. 

4- 

And  as  new  love  him  now  did  fcorch  and  wound, 
With  fmall  fuccefs  fome  reafons  he  efTay'd, 
To  break  thro'  her  intent,  fo  fix'd  and  found, 
Which  me  tow'rds  her  Creator  wholly  made  : 
But  th'  Eremite,  her  mield  and  cov'ring  round, 
That  her  chafte  thoughts  might  not  alide  be  laid, 
With  valid  arguments,  of  ftrongeft  fenfe, 
Oppofes  all  his  might  in  her  defence. 

When  th'  impious  Pagan  now  much  furTer'd  has-,. 
With  long  vexation,  from  the  friar  bold, 
And  rold,  in  vain,  he,  to  his  defart  place, 
Without  her  might  return,  whene'er  he  would, 
And  fccis  himfelf  offende  '  to  his  face, 
And  that,  with  him,  no  peace  or  truce  he'd  hold ; 
His  hand  he  to  his  beard  with  fury  bears, 
And  thenc  j  the  whole  he  feiz'd  upon  he  tears. 

6. 

And  fo  his  rage  increas'd,  that  on  his  throat 
His  hand  he  like  a  pair  of  pincers  plac'd, 
And  him  then  fwinging  once  or  twice  abont, 
From  him  thro'  air  towards  the  fea  he  caft  : 
What  came  of  him  I  know  not,  nor  can  note ; 
Various  the  fame  and  news  of  him  has  pafs'd  : 
One  fays,  fo  fmafh'd  he  was  againft  a  ftone, 
That  which  was  head  or  foot  could  not  be  known. 

7- 

And  others,  that  into  the  fea  he  fell, 
Which  three  miles  diflance  was  from  thence,  or  more  j 
And  that  he  dy'd,  as  he  could  not  f'.vim  well, 
When  much  with  pray'r  he  vainly  did  implore. 
That  to  his  aid  a  faint  came,  others  tell, 
Who  vifibly  conducted  him  to  fliore. 
Which-ever  will  of  thefe  the  truth  may  be, 
Of  him  no  farther  fpeaks  my  hiftory. 

*. 
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8. 

/»  pot  che  levafo 
S*cbbe  da  canto  il  gatrulo  Eremite  :. 
Si  ritorno  con  vifo  men  turbaio 
Jf>srj~o  la  don* a  mejta,  e  Jbigcttita, 
E  col  parlar,  ck'c  fra  gli  arranti  ufato, 
Dicea,  ch'era  ilfuo  core,  e  la  fna  vitat 
E'lfuo  confer  to ,  e  la  fua  car  a  fpeme  ; 
Edaltrincmi  tai,  che  vanno  itifieme. 

9- 

Eft  mojlrofi  cojlttmato  alhra, 
Che  nan  le  fece  alcun  Jegno  di  forza. 
II  femliante  gtntil,  che  Pinna mara, 
L'ufata  orgoglio  in  lui  fpegne  ed  ammorza, 
E  ben  c  hi  I  fruit."  trar  tic  psjjafora, 
Pa/ar  non  pero  vuole  oltre  a  la  fcorza. 
Che  non  gli  par,  cbe  poteffe  fffer  buono  \ 
Quando  da  lei  nqji  Io  acceiajfe  in  dono. 

10. 

E  cofi  di  difporrt  a  poco  a  poco 
A  fuoi  piaceri  Ifabella  credea. 
Ella  che  in  ft  filings,  ejlrano  iuo:o, 
£>ual  tops  in  piede  al  gatto,fi  vedea, 
Vorria  trovarfi  innanzi  in  mezzo  ilfuoco, 
E  feco  tutta  volta  rivolgea  ; 
S'alcun  partita,  alcuna  via  foffe  atta 
j%  trarla  quindi  immaculata,  e  tntatta, 

II. 

Fa  ne  f  animo  fuo  proponimento 
Di  darfi  con  fua  man  prima  la  morte, 
Che* I  Barbara  crudel  n'abbia  ilfuo  intento  j 
E  che  lefta  cagion  d"  error  ft  forte 
Contra  quel  cavalier,  ch'in  braccio  fpento 
L'aveo  crudele,  e  difpietata forte', 
jt cui  fatto  avea  col  penjier  devoto 
De  la  fua  cajlita  perpetuo  voto. 

12. 

Crefcer  piu  fempre  fappetito  cieco 
Vede  del  Re  Pagan }  ne  fa  che  farji. 
Ben  fa,  che  vuol  venire  a  fatto  bieco, 
Ove  i  contrajli  fuoi  tuttifen  fcarfi. 
Pur  difcorrendo  molte  c  of  e  feco 
11  mods  trovo  al  fin  di  riparar/j ; 
E  difahar  la  cajlita  fua,  come 
Io  vi  diro,  con  lungo,  e  chiaro  name. 

Al  brutto  Saracin,  che  le  venia 

Gia  contra  con  parole,  e  con  effetti 

Privi  di  tutta  quella  cortejia, 

Che  mojlrata  le  avea  ne'primi  detti ; 

Se  fate  che  con  voi  Jicura  io  Jia 

Del  mio  onory  dijje,  ch'io  non  ne  fefpetti } 

Cofa  a  I'incwttro  vi  daro,  che  motto 

Piu  vi  varray  c'avermi  I'onsr  toltt. 


8. 


The  cruel  Rodomont,  foon  as  h"ad  ta'en 
From  off  his  hands  the  prating  Eremite, 
With  lefs  diihirbed  look,  retarn'd  again 
To  the  fad  Lady,  -in  her  doleful  plight ; 
And  with  fuch  fpeech,  lover's  accuftoin'd  (train, 
Said,  fhe  his  life  was,  and  his  heart's  delight, 
And  all  his  comfort,  and  his  hope  fo  dear, 
And  fuch  like  names,  which  us'd  together  are. 

?* 

And  then  hiinfelf  fo  civiliz'd  difplay'd, 

That  he  of  violence  gave  her  no  mark ; 

The  genteel  form,  which  him  in  love  had  made, 

Extinguifh'd  of  his  ufual  pride  all  fpark : 

And  tlio'  from  thence  no  fruit  there  could  be  had, 

He  would  not  yet  proceed  beyond  the  bark ; 

That  to  him  it  feem'd  not  it  could  be  fxreet, 

Unlefs  as  gift  from  her  was  his  receipt. 

io. 

And  fo  to  bring  about,  by  gentle  ways, 
Ifabel  to  his  wifhes  he  believes. 
She,  in  this  ftrange  and  folitary  place, 
As  moufe  in  the  cat's  paw,  herfelf  perceives  : 
She  rather  would  have  been  'midfl  fiery  blaze, 
And  with  herfelf  continually  contrives, 
If  any  way  or  fitting  method  were, 
Herfelf  untouch'd,  unfpotted,  thence  to  bear. 

i  r. 

She  proportion  form'd  within  her  mind,  - 
From  her  own  hand  fhe  firfl  would  meet  her  fate, 
Ere  barb'rous,  cruel,  his  intent  he  find, 
And  be  the  caufe  of  crime  in  her  fo  great, 
Againfl  that  knight,  dead,  in  her  arms  entwin'd, 
Left  by  her  fate,  fevere  and  defperate, 
To  whom  m"ad  made,  in  thought  of  fanftity, 
A  vow  perpetual  of  her  chaftity. 

12. 

Still  the  blind  appetite  fhe  fees  increafe 
O'th'  Pagan  King,  and  how  to  act  don't  know  : 
Well  knows  h?  will  come  to  the  action  bafe, 
Whenever  all  his  projects  ufelefs  mow ; 
Yet  many  things  within  herfelf  fhe  weighs, 
At  length  found  means  the  danger  to  forego, 
As  I  will  tell,  her  chaftity  to  fave, 
And  name  illuftrious  and  la/ling  have. 

J3- 

To  the  foul  Sarncin,  who  now  came  nigh, 
Againft  his  promifes,  and  in  a  w*ay 
Totally  void  of  all  that  courtefy, 
Which,  in  his  former  words  he  did  difplay ; 
If  you  act,  with  you  in  fecurity 
I  be,  nor  fear  my  honour,  fhe  did  fay, 
A  thing  to  you  of  greater  worth  I'd  give, 
Than  'twould  be,  me  of  honour  to  deprive, 

5  14- 
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Per  un  placer  di  ft  pcco  momenta ; 
Di  che  n'ha  Ji  abindanza  tutto'l  mondo  ; 
Non  difprezzate  un  perpetuo  contentoy 
Un  vero  gaudia  a  nullo  altro  fecondo, 
Petrete  tuttavia  ritrevar  cento 
E  mille  donne  di  vifo  giocondo: 
Ma  chi  vi  peffa  dar  que/lo  mio  dono^ 
Nejfuno  al  mondo ,  opochi  altrl  ci  font. 

Ho  notizia  t?un'  erba^  e  Fbo  veduta 
Ventndo  \  e  fo  dove  trovarne  apprejft : 
Che  bollita  con  ellcra,  e  con  ruta 
Ad  unfuoco  di  legna  di  ciprefjo, 
E  fra  inani  innocenti  indi  premuta, 
Manda  un  liquor^  che  chift  bagna  d"ejjo 
Tre  volte  il  corpo>  in  tal  modo  lindura^ 
Che  dal/erro,  e  dal  fuoco  Fajficura. 

16. 

Jo  dico,  fe  ire  volte  fe  n'immolla, 
Un  mefe  invulnerable  ft  trova, 
Oprar  convienfi  ogni  mefe  Tampolla, 
Che  fua  virtu  piu  termine  non  giova.  , 
Jo  fo  far  Facqua ,  ed  oggi  ancor  far  alia  : 
Ed  oggi  ancor  voi  ne  vedrete  prova. 
E  vipuo,  s'io  non  fallo,  ejjer  piu  grata, 
Che  -a" aver  tutta  Europa  oggi  acquijiata. 

11- 

Da  voi  dimando  in  guiderdon  di  quejto, 
Che  su  lafede  vojlra  mi  giurate, 
Che  ne  in  detto,  ne  in  opera  molejla 
Mai  piu  f arete  a  la  mia  cajfitate. 
Cofi  dicendo,  Rodomonte  onejlo 
Fe  ritornar,  cb'in  tanta  vtlonta 
Venne,  ch'inviolabilji  faceffe^ 
Che  piu  ch'ella  nan  dijfe,  le  promefft. 

18. 

E  fervor aUe  fin^  che  vegga  fattt 
De  la  mirabil  acqua  ejperienzia  : 
E  iforzerajfe  intanto  a  non  fare  attot 
A  nonfarfegno  alcun  di  violenzia. 
Ma  penfa  poi  di  nin  tenere  ilpatto : 
Perche  non  ha  timor  nc  rwerenzJa 
Di  Dio,  o  di  Santi)  e  nel  mancar  difede 
Tutta  a  lui  la  iugiarda  Africa  cede. 

19. 

Ad  Ifabella  il  Re  d"  Algier  fcongiuri, 
Di  non  la  moleftar-,  fe  piu  di  mille  i 
Pur  ctfejja  lavorar  I' acqua  procuriy 
Che  far  lopuo,  qual  fugia  Cigno^  e  Achille. 
Ella  per  baize,  e  per  valloni  ofcuri 
Da  le  citta  lontana^  e  da  le  ville 
Ricoglie  di  molte  erbe  ;   e  il  Saracino 
e  /'}  fempre  vicine. 


14. 


For,  of  fo  fmall  importance,  a  delight, 
Of  which  the  world  abundance  can  fupply, 
Content  perpetual  by  no  means  flight, 
To  none  inferior,  a  fubftaritial  joy  : 
Upon  a  hundred  you  may  always  light, 
A  thoufand  nymphs,  \virh  captivating  eye  ; 
But,  to  you  who  like  preftut  can  beftow, 
None  the  whole  world,  or  very  few,  can  (how. 

15- 

An  herb  I've  knowledge  of,  which  I  did  view, 
As  I  came  here,  and  know  where  it  to  meet, 
Which,  when  boil'd  up  with  ivy  and  with  rue, 
Over,  of  cyprefs  wood,  the  flaming  heat, 
And  hands  which  are  unfpotted  then  prefs'd  thro', 
Will  yield  a  liquor,  which,  who  bathes  in  it 
Three  times,  the  body  it  will  render  hard, 
And  you  'gainft  fire  and  fteel  unhurt  will  guard. 

1  6. 

I  fay  whoe'er  three  times  is  bath'd  therein, 
A  month  invulnerable  he  remains  : 
Each  month  'tis  fit  t'  apply  the  medicine-, 
No  longer  term  its  virtue  it  retains  : 
I  this  can  make  ;  will  it  to-day  begin  ; 
To-day  th'  efFeci  you  {hall  fee  of  my  pains  r 
And,  if  I  err  not,  fhall  more  pleafmg  be, 
Than  if  you  now  all  Europe  gain'd  in  viflory. 

17- 

Of  you  for  this,  I,  in  reward,  requeft, 
Upon  your  faith  you  make  an  oath  to  me, 
That  not  in  word  or  deed  you'll  me  moleir, 
By  offer  more  againft  rny  chaftity. 
Rodomonr  decent,  by  thefe  words  exprefs'd, 
She  caus'd  return,  that  to  fuch  temper  he 
Now  came,  that  he  inviolable  made 
His  promifes,  e'en  more  than  me  had  laid. 

18  ' 

And  them,  till  he  has  prov'd,  he'll  keep  exacl, 
O'th'  wond'rous  liquor  the  experiment  : 
Mean  time  reftrain  himfelf  from  any  aft, 
That  may  give  any  fignal  violent  : 
But  means  not  longer  to  obferve  the  pacl, 
For  he's  without  all  fear,  irreverent, 
Of  faints  or  God  ;  a  breaker  of  all  truce, 
More  than  all  lying  Afric  can  produce. 

19. 

To  Ifabel  the  King  of  Algiers  vows, 
Her  not  to  trouble,  did  'bove  thoufand  take, 
If  me  that  liquor  by  her  labour  fhows, 
Which,  like  Achilles,  Cygnus,  him  can  make  : 
She,  along  rocks  and  vallies  darkfome  goes, 
The  cities  and  the  towns  me  does  forfake, 
Collects  a  many  herbs  ;  the  Pagan  there 
Her  ne'er  abandons  ;  but  is  ever  near. 
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20. 


20. 


Pot,  cbe  in  piu  parti,  quanta  era  a  baftanza 

Colfon  de  I'erbe,  e  con  redid,  e  fenza  ; 

Tardi  fe  ritornaro  a  la  lorjlanza, 

Dove  qucl paragon  di  continenza 

Tutta  la  notte  fpende,  cbe  I'avvanzs, 

A  fallir  erbe  con  niolta  avvertenzat 

Ed  a  tutta  Vopra,  e  a  tutti  quei  mifteri 

Si  trova  ognor  prefente  il  Re  d'Algieri. 

21. 

Cbe  producendo  qnella  notte  in  ghco 
Con  quelli  po-:hi  fervi)  cb'eranfecot 
Sentia  per  lo  color  delvicinfuoco, 
Ch'era  rimhiufo  in  quello  augu 
Tal  fete,  the  bevendo  or  molto,  or 
Duo  bar  Hi  votar  pieni  di  Greco  ; 
C1  aveano  tolto  uno,  oduogisrni  inanil 
I  fuoi  fcudieri  a  certi  viandanti. 

22. 

2^on  era  Rodomonte  ufato  al  vin9, 
Per  cbe  la  legge  fua  lo  vieta,  e  danna : 
£  poi  cbe  lo  gnjll),  liquor  divino 
Gli  par  miglior,  cbe' I  Nettare,  o  la  A4annat 
E  riprendendo  ilrito  Saracino 
Gran  tazze,  e  pieni  fiafchi  ne  tracanna : 
Fece  il  buon  vino ;  cb'ando  fpejjo  intornot 
Girare  il  capo  a  tutti,  come  untorno. 

23- 

La  donna  in  quejlo  mezzo  la  caldaia 
Dal  fuoco  tolfe,  ove  quelFerbe  coj]e\ 
E  diffe  a  Rodomonte^  Acciocbe  paiay 
Che  mie  parole  al  vento  non  ho  mojje, 
^itella^  che'l  ver  da  la  bugia  di/paiat 
E  che  pub  doit  e  far  le  genti  grojje  ; 
Te  ne  faro  fefperienzia  ancora^ 
Non  ne  falirui^  ma  nel  mio  corpo  or'ora. 

24. 

lo  voglio  a  far  il  Joggio  ejjer  la  prima 
Del  f dice  liquor  di  virtu  pieno^ 
Acc'tb  tu  forfe  non  facejffi  jjima, 
Cbe  ci  foJJ'e  mart  if  fro  veneno. 
Di  qitejlo  bagnerommi  da  la  dma 
Del  capo  giu  pel  c^l'o,  e  per  lo  feno. 
Tu  poi  tua  forza  in  me  prova^  e  tua  fpada ; 
Se  quejta  awia  vigor,  fe  quella  rada. 

25. 

Bagnofli,  ccme  dijfi,  e  beta  porfe 
Al'mcanto  Pagan  o  il  collo  ignudo; 
Incauto,  e  vinto  anco  dal  vino  f erf  e, 
Incontro  a  cui  non  vale  elmo,  nejZuM. 
^uel  »?w  btftial  gli  preftofede  ;  e  fcorfe 
Si  con  la  n:aao,  efe  col  f err  o  crudo.\ 
Che  dil  btl  caps  g'ta  d' Amore  atbergo 
fe  ttonco  rimantre  il  petto,  e  il  tergo. 


Soon  as,  from  many  parts,  what  might  fuffice 

Of  herbs  they 'ad  gather 'd,  fome  with  roots,  fome  none; 

Late  to  their  manfion  back  with  her  he  hies, 

Wherein  of  continence  this  paragon 

All  the  night  pafs'd,  the  which  now  onward  flies, 

Boiling  the  herbs  with  much  attention  : 

And  all  the  work,  and  all  the  myfteries, 

The  King  of  Algiers  prefent  ftill  furveys. 

21. 

Himfelf  amufing  he  this  night  in  play 
With  the  few  fervants  he  had  with  him  got, 
By  th'  fire's  heat  near,  they  felt,  in  fuch  a  way, 
As  in  this  cavern  they  fo  clofe  were  /hut, 
Such  thirft,  fome  more,  fome  lefs,  that  drinking  they 
Full  of  Greek  wine  two  veflels  had  drank  out, 
Which  having  feiz'd  a  day  or  two  before, 
From  certain  travellers  his  people  bore. 

22. 

Rodomont  ne'er  had  ufed  been  to  wine, 
For  it,  by  law  condemn'd,  forbidden  was  : 
And,  when  he  tailed  had  the  juice  divine, 
Which  nectar  and  which  manna  did  furpafs, 
Now  cenfuring  the  rite,  the  Saracin 
Whole  bottles  empty'd,  with  capacious  glafs  : 
The  wine  delicious,  round  fo  oft  did  go, 
It,  like  a  top,  made  their  heads  wheel  round  too. 

23- 

The  nymph  the  caldron,  in  mean  time,  \vithdre\y 
From  off  the  fire,  where  th'  herbs  to  boil  ih"ad  plac'd, 
And  faid  to  Rodomont,  That  you  may  view, 
That  I  my  words  not  to  the  wind  have  caft, ' 
This,  which  diftinguifhes  what's  falfe  from  true, 
Can  thofe  make  wife  with  ignorance  debas'd, 
To  you  yourfelf  th'  experiment  I'll  fliow, 
Not  on  another,  but  my  body  now. 

24. 

I  will  myfelf  be  the  firft  eflay  made 
Of  this  rare  liquor,  with  fuch  virtue  bleA  : 
That  you  yourfelf  fliould  not,  by  chance,  perfuade, 
That  deadly  poifon  be  therein  imprefs'd. 
In  this  I'll  bathe  me,  from  top  of  my  head, 
Downwards,  along  my  neck,  and  o'er  my  breaft  : 
(Your  fword  and  power  then  to  trial  put 
On  me,  if  this  has  force,  if  that  can  cut. 

25- 

Bath'd,  as  I  faid,'  and  chearful,  did  decline 
Her  neck,  to  the  incautious  Pagan,  bare  : 
Incautious,  and  perhaps  o'ercome  with  wine, 
'Gainft  which  or  ihield  or  helmet  feeble  are  y 
The  brutal  creajure  did  fuch  credence  join, 
And  fo  his  hand  and  cruel  fword  did  rear, 
That,  from  that  charming  head,  once  feat  of  love, 
He  caus'd  her  back  and  breafl  te  fever 'd  prove. 
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26. 

'I  fe  tre  bahi ;  e  funne  udha  chiara. 
..,',  cb'uftendo  nomino  7,erbino  ; 
Per  tui  Jtgttir  ella  trovb  fi  rat  a 
f-'ia  di  fuegir  di  man  del  Saracina, 
Alma,  t'avtjli  piit  In  fede  cara, 
E' I  name  quaft  ignoto,  e  peregrins 
Al  tempo  noftro  de  la  cajiitade, 
Che  la  tua  vita,  t  la  tua  verde  etadtt 

27. 

Vnttene  in  pace  Alma  beata,  e  lella  : 
Cofi  i  miei  verfi  ave'/finforza,  come 
Ben  m'affaticherei  con  tutta  quella 
A>te,  che  tanta.  il  parlor  ornay  e  come  : 
Perche  mille,  e  miH'anni,  e  piu,  novella 
StntiJTe  il  mondo  del  tuo  chiaro  name. 
I'atient  in  pace  a  la  fuperna  fede  ; 
E  lafcia  a  r  alt  re  efempio  di  tua  fede, 

28. 

A  ratio  incomparabile,  ejiupendo 
Dal  cielo  Giove  giu  gli  occhi  vo/fe  ; 
£  dijfe,  pin  di  qucllu  ti  commendo, 
La  cut  morte  a  Tarqninio  il  Regno  tolfe  ; 
E  per  quejto  una  leggefare  intendo 
Tra  quelle  mie,  che  mai  tempo  non  fciolfe  : 
Laqnal  per  le  inviolabil  acque  giuroy 
Che  non  mutmi  feculofuturo. 

29-. 

Per  ravvenir  vo>  che  ciafcuna,  c  aggta 
II  name  tuo  ;  fia  di  fubli 


26. 


Efiabella^  gentil^  cortefe,  e  faggia* 
E  di  vera  one/fade  arrivi  nl  fegno  j 
Onde  mater  la  a  It  fcrittori  caggia 
Di  celebrar  it  name  inclito,  e  de^gno 
Tat,  cbe  Parna/o,  e  Pindo,  ed  Eli  cone, 
Sempre  Ifabella^  Ifabella  rifuone. 

3°- 

Dio  coji  dijje  ;  e  fe  ferena  in  tor  no 
L'aria,  e  tranquilly  i!  mar  piu  cbe  mat  fujje. 
Fe  r alma  cnjla  al  terzo  del  ritorno, 
E  in  braccio  alfuo  Zerbin  Ji  riconduffe. 
Rimafe  in  terra  con  vergogna^  e  fcorno 
Quelfierfenza  pieta  nuovo  Breujfe  ; 
Che  poi  che' I  troppo  v'.no  elbe  digefto, 
Biafmo  -il  fuo  err  or  e^  e  ne  rejlo  funejio. 

31- 

Placare^  o  in  parte  fatisfar  penfcjfi 
A  I'anima  beata  d:  IJ'abelia  ; 
Sf,  poi  ctta  morte  il  corpo  le  percojje, 
Dejje  almen  vita  a  la  memona  d'ella. 
Trove  per  mezzo,  accioche  cofi  foj/e  ; 
Di  converting  quella  chiefa^  quella 
Dfae  abitava>  e  dove  cllafu  u'ccifa 
In  un  fepolcro  ;  t  vi  diro  in  cht  guija. 
VOL.  II. 


Which  made  three  bounds ;  then  heard  was  utt'rance 

In  ifluing  forth,  which  call  'd  upon  Zerbin,      [clear, 

Whom  Ihe  to  follow  had  found  out  fo  rare 

A  way,  to  fly  the  hands  o'th'  Saracin. 

Soul,  who  hadfl  thy  fidelity  more  dear, 

And  name  almoft  unknown,  and  ftranger  in 

This  age  of  ours,  of  ftricleft  chaftity, 

More  dear  than  life,  and  blooming  juvenility, 

27- 

In  peace  thou  fair  and  blefled  foul  depart ! 
Could  but  my  verfes  fo  mnch  power  claim, 
As  I  would  labour  flill  with  all  that  art, 
Which  gives  to  fpeech  fuch  ornament  and  fame; 
For  more  than  thoufand  years  I'd  news  impart, 
The  world  fhould  hear  of  your  illuftrious  name : 
In  peace  to  the  celeftial  manfions  go, 
And  leave  enfample  of  thy  truth  to  us  below. 

28. 

At  the  incomparable,  wond'rous  deed, 
Jupiter  down  from  heaven  caft  his  look  ; 
And  you,  than  her,  more  I  commend,  he  faid, 
Whofe death  from Tarquin once  his  kingdom  took; 
And  I,  for  this,  will  caufe  a  law  be  made, 
Amongft  all  mine,  by  time  ne'er  to  be  broke, 
Which,  by  th'  inviolable  waves  I  vow, 
By  future  age  no  change  fhall  undergo. 

29. 

For  time  to  come  I  will,  all  fuch  as  bear 
Your  name,  fhould  be  poflefs'd  of  genius  high, 
Be  alfo  wife,  genteel,  courteous,  and  fair, 
And  reach  the  fummit  of  flricl:  chaflity  : 
Whence  they,  for  writer's  fubject,  may  prepare 
Their  worthy  and  bright  names  to  dignify: 
And  Pindus,  Helicon,  Parnaflus,  round, 
Ifabel,  ever  Ifabel,  refound. 

3°- 

Thus  fpoke  the  God  ;  around  feren'd  the  air, 
The  fea  more  calm  was  than  before  e'er  feen. 
To  the  third  heav'n  did  the  chafte  foul  repair, 
And  in  the  arms  repos'd  of  her  Zerbin. 
On  earth  remains  abafli'd,  and  in  defpair, 
This  pitilefs,  fierce,  tippler  new,  of  wine, 
Who,  when  his  too  much  drink  he  did  digeft. 
His  error  blam'd,  and  was  with  grief  opprefs'd, 

31- 

T'  appeafe,  or  partly  fatisfy,  he  thought, 
The  foul  of  Ifabel,  now  with  the  bleft; 
If,  fince  her  body  he  to  death  had  fmote, 
H«  to  her  memory  gave  life  at  leafl : 
And  found  out  means  whereby  this  might  be  Wrought, 
This  chapel  to  convert,  to  her  addreft, 
This,  where  he  dwelt,  and  where  he  her  did  flay, 
Into  a  fepulchre  ;  I'll  tell  you  in  what  way. 
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32- 

Di tutti  i  locbi  intornofa  venire 
Maftri9  chi  per  amore,  e  chi  per  iema  ; 
E  fatto  benfei  mila  uomini  unire 
De  gravi  fajji  i  vicin  monti  fcema  : 
£  ne  fa  una  gran  majjaftabilire, 
Che  da  la  cima  era  a  la  parte  ejlrema 
Novanta  braccia  ;  e  vi  rinchiude  dentro 
JLa  cbiefa^  cbe  i  duo  amanti  avea  nel  centra. 

33- 

Imita  qua  ft  la  fuperba  mole, 
Cbe  fe  Adriano  a  Fonda  Tiberina. 
PreJ/b  alfepolchro  una  torre  alta  vuok, 
C'abitarvi  alcun  tempo  ft  dejlina. 
Unpontejlretto,  e  di  due  braccia  fole 
Fece  su  Vacqua,  cbe  correa  vicina. 
Lungo  il  ponte,  ma  largo  era  Jipoco, 
Cbe  dava  apena  a  duo  cavalli  luoco. 

A  duo  cavalli,  cbe  venuti  a  para 
O  cb'infiemejifoj/erofcontrati: 
E  non  avea  nefpondat  ne  riparo  ; 
E  ft  potea  coder  da  entrambi  i  lati. 
'Ilpajjar  quindi^  vuol  cbe  cojli  caro 
A  guerrieri)  o'Pagani^  o  Battezati  ; 
Che  de  k  fpoglie  kr  mille  trofei 
Promette  al  cimiterio  di  cojlei. 

35- 

In  died  giorni^  e  in  manco  fu  perfetta 
L'opra  del  ponticel^  cbe  pajja  il  jiume. 
Ma  nonfu  gia  il  fepo  libra  cofi  infretta, 
£Te  la  torre  condutta  alfuo  cacume. 
Pur  fu  levata  fi,  ch'ala  veletta 
Starvi  in  cima  una  guardia  avea  cojlume  j 
Cbe  d'ogni  cavalier ,  cbe  venia  al  pontey 
Col  corno  facea  fegno  a  Rodomonte. 

36: 

E  quel  iarmava,  e  fe  gli  venia  opporre 
Ora  su  Yuna^  ora  su  I'altra  riva  : 
G')e  fe'lguerriir  venia  di  ver  la  torre, 
Su  I'altra  proda  il  Re  d*  Algier  veniva  j 
11  pontue llo  e  il  campo^  ove  ft  corre  j 
£  je'l  dejlrierpoco  del  fegno  ufdva, 
Cade  a  nel  fiume  ;  cb'alto  era  e  profondot 
Vgual periglio  a  quel  non  avea  il  mondo. 

37-. 

Aveafi  imaginato  il  Saractno, 
Che  per  girfpejjo  a  rifchio  di  coder  e 
Dal  pout  i  eel  nel  fiume  a  capo  chino, 
Dove  fit  converria  molt'ocqua  here  ; 
Delfcl'o,  a  che  VinduJJe  il  troppo  vino, 
Dcvejfe  netto,  e  mondo  rimanere : 
Come  facqua  non  meny  che'lvino,  eftingua 
L' err  or  che  fa  pel  vino,  o  mono,  o  lingua. 


32- 


He,  from  all  places  round,  to  come  did  caufe 
Builders,  thro'  love  fome  of  them,  fome  thro'  fear  : 
And,  when  fix  thoufand  full  united  was, 
Of  pond'rous  ftones,  leflens  the  mountains  near  ; 
And  of  them  caus'd  be  built  a  mighty  mafs, 
Which,  from  the  top  to  bottom,  in  the  clear, 
Was  ninety  yards  ;  and  he  enclos'd  therein      [tain, 
The  church,  whofe  centre  the  two  lovers  did  COQ- 

33- 

He  imitates  that  mafTy  edifice, 
Which,  near  to  Tiber's  ftream,  built  Adrian. 
By  th'  fepulchre,  caus'd  an  high  tow'r  to  rife, 
Where  he,  fome  time,  determin'd  to  remain  : 
A  narrow  bridge,  of  two  yards  width  the  fize, 
Over  the  water  made,  which  hard  by  ran  : 
Long  was  the  bridge,  but  fo  fmall  breadth  it  was, 
Scarcely  two  horfes  it  gave  room  to  pafs. 

34- 

Two  horfes  which  or  fide  by  fide  here  crofs'd, 
Or  elfe  which  might  each  other  meet  hereon  : 
And  no  defence  it  had  of  rail  and  port, 
So  they  from  either  fide  might  tumble  down :     . 
He  will'd,  of  pafling  there  might  dear  the  coft 
To  Pagan  be,  or  Chriflian  warriors,  fhown  ; 
For  of  their  fpoils  a  thoufand  trophies  gain'd, 
He,  facred  to  thefe  lovers  burial-place,  ordain'd. 

In  ten  days,  or  in  lefs,  was  perfected 

The  bridge's  work,  which  o'er  the  river  lay ; 

But  with  the  fepulchre  not  fo  they  fped, 

Nor  to  its  fummit  did  the  tow'r  convey  : 

But  fo  'twas  rais'd,  a  guard  accuftomed 

Did,  from  the  top,  upon  the  watch  furvey, 

Who,  of  each  cavalier,  the  bridge  would  mount, 

By  horn  a  fignal  gave  to  Rodomont. 

36. 

And  he  took  arms,  and  to  refift  him  goes, 
Now  upon  one,  now  t'other,  fide  the  brook  j 
For,  if  the  warrior  tow'rds  the  tower  rofe, 
On  t'other  fhore  the  King  of  Algiers  took  : 
The  bridge  the  field  is,  where  they  each  oppofe, 
And  if  the  horfe  the  leaft  his  bounds  forfook, 
He  in  the  river  falls,  deep  and  profound  : 
Like  danger  in  the  world  cannot  be  found. 

37- 

The  Saracin  did  in  his  fancy  fcheme, 
That,  by  the  rifque  to  fall  he  often  ran, 
From  off  the  bridge,  head-foremoft  in  the  ftream, 
Which  him  to  drink  much  water  would  conftrain ; 
O'th'  crime,  by  too  much  wine,  he  brought  on  him, 
Wafh'd  clean  and  purify'd,  he  fhould  remain  : 
As  water  could,  like  wine,  make  us  forget 
The  fault,  which  hand  and  tongue  by  wine  commit. 

38. 
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38- 


Mc/lt  i  fra  pochi  di  vi  fa  pit  or  o, 
Alcnni  la  via  dritta  vi  condujje ; 
Ch'd  quei  che  vfrfo  Italia,  o  Spagna  andaro, 
Altra  non  sra  che  piu  dritta  fujft. 
Altri  rardire,  e  piu  che  vita  caro 
L'onsre,  a  farvi  di  fe  prova,  induffc. 
E  tutti,  o'<Je  acquljlar  ore  dean  la  palma, 
Lafdavan  Farme,  e  molti  Infieme  Palma. 

39- 

Di  quetti^  ch'abbattfa,  s'eran  Pagani, 
Si  contentava  d'aver  fpoglie,  ed  armi  ; 
E  di  chi  prim?  furo  i  nomi  piani 
Vi  fatea  fopra,  e  fofpendeale  a  i  marm  . 
Ma  ritenea  In  prigion  tutti  i  Cri/tiani, 
E  che  in  Aig:cr  poi  li  mandaffe  par  mi. 
Finite  ancor  non  era  1'opra,  quanda 
Vi  venne  a capitare  il  pazzo  Orlando. 

.   .4°' 
A  cafo  venne  il  furicfi  Conte 

A  capitar  sit  quefta  gran  riviera, 

Dove,  come  is  vi  dico,  Rcdomonte 

Fare  in  fretta  facea,  m  finita  era 

La  torre,  neilfepolchro^  ea  penailponte  ; 

E  di  tuti1  arme,  fuor  the  di  vifiera^ 

A  qucWora  il  Pagan  Ji  trovo  in  punto  ; 

Cb' 'Orlando  a 'I  fame ,  e  alponte  e  fopraggiunto, 

41. 

Orlando,  come  il  fuo  furor  lo  caccia, 
Salt  a  la  sbarra,  e  Jopra  i  I  pants  cor  re. 
M.a  Rodomonte  con  turbata  faccia, 
Apie^  com  era  innanzi  a  la  gran  tor  re, 
Gli  grida  di  lontano,  e  gli  mlnaccia, 
Neft  gli  degna  con  la  fpada  opporre  j 
Indifcrtto  villan  fernta  le  piante  j 
Temerario,  ijnporiuno,  ed  arrogante. 

42; 

Sol  per  Signer  i,  e  cavaiieri"efatto 
11  ponte,  non  per  te,  bejiia  balorda. 
Orlando,  ch'era  in  gran  penfeer  diftraito, 
Wen  pur  innanzi,  efa  Ftirmcbia  jtrda. 
Bifigna,  ch'io  cajlighi  quejto  matto, 
Diffc  UPagano,  e  con  lavogiia  it;^o :.;'•; 
Ven'ia  per  trabcccarh  giii  ne  Fonda  : 
Non  penfando  trovar  chi  gli  rifponua. 

43- 

In  qiif/lo  tempo  una  gentil  donzella 
Per  pajfer  fovra  il  ponte,  ai  fiums  arriva, 
Leggiadramcntc  ornata,  e  in  i/ifa  be  Ha 
E  ne  i  Jembianti  accortamenttjchiva. 
Era,  fe  vi  ricorda,  Signer,  quella, 
Cbe  pi  r  ogni  altra  via  cci  cando  gi'ja 
Di  Brandimartc  ilfuo  amator  ve/hgi, 
•  Fuor,  (he  dove  era ,  dentra  da 


38- 


A  many  to  this  place,  in  few  days,  went, 

Some  whom  conducted  there  the  neareft  way; 

For  thofe  tow'rd  Spain  and  Italy  vrere  bent, 

No  other  was  there,  fo  direftly  lay  ; 

And  others  courage,  more  than  life,  intent 

On  honour,  to  make  trial,  did  convey  : 

And  all,  where  they  the  palm  to  bear  conceive. 

Their  arms,  many  their  lives  behind  them,  leave. 

39- 

Of  thofe,  if  they  were  Pagans,  he  o'ercame, 
To  take  their  fpoils  and  arms  contents  his  minJ  ; 
And,  which  before  they  had,  difrincl  the  name 
Had  carv'd  above,  and  to  the  tomb  did  bind. 
But  all  the  Chriftians  prifoners  became, 
Then  fent  t'Algiers,  as  I'm  to  think  inclin'd. 
Scarcely  the  work  was  fmifh'd,  when  arriv'd 
Orlando  to  this  place,  of  fenfe  depriv'd. 

40. 

Thither,  by  chance,  the  Count  diftracled  bore, 
As  he  over  this  ftream  immenfe  would  pafs, 
Where  Rodomonte,  as  I  told  before, 
Caus'd  to  be  built  in  hafle,  nor  finifli'd  was 
The  tow'r  :  the  fepulchre,  the  bridge  fcarce  o'er  : 
In  all  his  arms,  except  that  of  his  face, 
The  Pagan,  at  that,  time,  himfelf  did  find, 
When  to  the  flream  and  bridge  Orlando  join'd. 

41. 

.Orlando,  as  his  madnefs  him  does  chace, 
Runs  on  the  bridge,  firft  leaping  o'er  the  fence  j 
But  Rodomont,  with  a  difturbed  face, 
Standing  on  foot,  before  his  tow'r  immenfe, 
From  far  call'd  to  him,  and  did  him  menace, 
Nor  deigns  to  ufe  his  fword  in  his  offence, 
Thou  villain  indifcreet,  thy  footfteps  hold, 
Saucy  and  arrogant,  in  rafhnefs  bold. 

42. 

Only  for  Lords  and  cavaliers  was  laid 
This  bridge,  and  not  for  thee,  thou  ftupid  lout ! 
Orlando,  by  deep  thought  diftracted  made, 
Still  forward  came,  and  liften'd  to  him  nought. 
It's  proper  I  chafUfc,  the  Pagan  faid, 
This  fenfelefs  wretch  ;  and,  with  a  greedy  thought, 
Prefs'd  on,  to  make  him  ftumble  to  the  wave  : 
Not  thinking  one  to  anfwer  him  he'd  have. 

4-r 

A  damfel,  at  this  time,  ot  graceful  air, 
To  pals  the  bridge,  arriv'd  upon  the  brook  ; 
In  beauteous  way  adorn 'd,  of  vifage  fair, 
Prudent  r.eferve  was  in  her  mien  and  look  : 
This  her  was,  Sir,  if  you  in  mem'ry  bear, 
Who  feeking  out  thro'  ev'ry  quarter  took, 
Of  Brandimart,  her  love,  the  track  to  gain, 
Except  in  Paris,  where  h'ad  now  return 'd  again. 
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44- 


$e  tarrivar  di  Fiordiligi  al 
Cbe  cofi  la  Donzella  namata  era, 
Orlando  s'attaefo  cen  Rodomonte, 
Cbe  lo  volea  gittar  ne  la  riviera  :  • 
La  Donna,  cavea  pratica  del  Conic 
Subito  nebbe  conofcenza  vera  : 
E  rejlo  d'alta  maraviglia  piena 
De  lafollia,  cbe  coft  nudo  ii  men  a. 

Fermafi  a  riguardar,  che  fine  aver  a 
Debba  il  furor  de  i  duo  tanto  peffenti. 
Per  far  del  ponte  fun  I'altro  cadere 
A  for  tutta  lor  forza  fono  intenti. 
Come  e  ch'un  pazzo  debba  ft  valere  ? 
Seco  il  fiero  Pagan  dice  tra  denti. 
E  qua,  e  la  fi  volge,  e  fi  raggira 
Pieno  difdegno,  e  difuperbia,  e  d'ira. 

46. 

Con  Tuna,  e  Faltra  man  va  ncercando 
Far  nuova  prefa,  ove  il  fuo  meglio  vede  : 
Or  tra  le  gambe,  or  fuor  gli  pone  quando 
Con  arte  il  dejlro,  e  quando  il  manco  piede. 
Simiglia  Rodomonte  intorno  a  Orlando 
Lojioiido  orfo,  cbefvellerfe  crede 
'L'arbor,  onde  e  caduto ,  e,  come  n'abbia 
Duello  ogni  colpa,  odio  git  porta,  e  rabbia. 

Orlando,  cbe  fingegno  aveafommerfo 
lo  non  fo  dove,  efal  la  forza  ufava  j 
L'ejlrema  forza,  a  cut  per  I'univerfo 
NeJJiin,  o  raro  paragon  ft  dava  : 
Cader  del  ponte  ft  lafcio  riverfo 
Col  Pagano  abbracciato,  comejlava. 
Cadon  nelfiume,  e  vanno  alfondo  injteme, 
Nefalta  in  aria  Fonda,  e  il  liio  geme. 

48. 

Uacqua  gli  fece  dijlaccare  infretta, 
Orlando  e  nudo,  e  nuota  com'un  pefce. 
Di  qua  le  braccia,  e  di  la  i  piedi  getta^ 
E  viene  a  proda  ;  e  come  di  fuor  (fee, 
Correndo  va,  ne  per  mirare  afpetta 
Se  in  biafmoy  o  in  loda  quefto  gli  riefce. 
Ma  il  Pagan,  cbe  da  farme  era  impedito  ; 
Tor  no  piu  tar  do,  e  con  piu  ajfanno  al  lito. 

.  .49- 
Sicuramente  Fiordiligi  intgnto 

'  dvca  pajjato  il  ponte,  e  la  riviera  \ 
E  guardato  ilfepokhro  in  cgni  canto, 
Se  del  fuo  Erandimarte  ivftgna  v 'era. 
Poi,  cbe  ne  I'armefue  vede,  ne  il  mania, 
Di  ritrovarlo  in  altra  parts  fpera. 
Ma  ritorniamo  a  ragionar  del  Conte, 
Cht  lafcia  addietro,  e  torre,  e  fiumc^  e  ponte. 


When  Flordilige 'did  at  the  bridge  arrive, 

This  was  the  name  by  which  the  nymph  did  go, 

Orlando,  clos'd  with  Rodomont,  did  ftrive, 

Who  to  the  river  him  inclin'd  to  throw  : 

The  dame  her  converfe  us'd  the  Count  to  give, 

Suddenly  him,  for  certainty,  did  know  : 

And,  at  his  folly  flood,  in  vaft  amaze, 

Which  him  had  brought  thus  naked  to  this  place. 

45- 

Herfelf  fhe  ftop'd,  what  end  fhould  have,  to  know. 
The  fury  of  two  fo  immenfely  ftout  : 
Each  one  the  other  from  the  bridge  to  throw, 
Intent,  his  utmoft  power  did  put  out. 
How  is't  a  fool's  endu'd  with  vigor  fo  ? 
Within  himfelf  the  raging  Pagan  thought  :          ^ 
This  fide  and  that  himfelf  wheels  round  and  turns, 
While  he,  with  fcorn,  and  pride,  and  anger  burns, 

46. 

He  fearches  out,  with  one  and  t'other  hand, 
To  get  new  hold,  where  he  advantage  'fpies  : 
Now  'twixt  his  legs,  without,  does  now  expand 
With  art  his  right,  now  with  his  left  foot  plies  : 
Rod'mont  refembles  thus,  around  Orland, 
The  filly  bear,  to  tear  to  bits  that  tries, 
The  tree  from  which  fhe  fell,  and,  as  in  that 
Were  all  the  fault,  to  it  bends  all  her  rage  and  hate. 

47- 

Orland,  of  whom  the  judgment  was  quite  drown 'd, 
I  know  not  where,  and  only  force  did  ufe, 
Th'  extreameft  force,  to  which  the  world's  vaft  bound , 
No  one,  or  very  rare,  an  equal  fhews ; 
Lets  himfelf  fall  from  off  the  bridge  wheel'd  round, 
-  As  he  the  Pagan  in  his  arms  held  clofe  :        [went  ; 
To  th'  ftream  they  fall,  and,  join'd,  to  th'  bottom 
The  waves  fly  up  i'th'  air,  and  groans  the  vnllies 

48.  [fent. 

The  water  made  them  feparate  in  hafte  : 
Orlando  naked,  like  a  fiih  could  fwim, 
This  way  and  that,  his  arms  and  legs  he  caft, 
Comes  to  the  fhore,  and  iffuing  from  the  brim, 
Runs  off;  nor  tarries  to  obferve  what  pafs'd, 
If  blame  or  glory  did  redound  to  him  : 
But  the  embarrafs'd  Pagan,  with  his  arms, 
Return'd  more  flow  to  fhore,  with  greater  harms. 

49. 

Flordilige,  mean  time,  in  fecurity, 
Over  the  river  and  the  bridge  had  pafs'd, 
And  on  all  fides  the  fepulchre  did  eye, 
If  there  her  Brandimarte's  fhield  was  plac'd  : 
Then,  when  nor  arms  or  mantle  fhe  did  'fpy, 
Elfewhere,  with  hope  to  find  him  out,  did  hufte : 
But  let's  return  to  him  of  fenfe  bereft, 
Who  had  behind  him  tow'r,  bridge,  river,  left. 
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50. 


Pazzia  fara,  ft  le  pazzie  d'Orlandy 
Prometto  raccontarvi  ad  una  ad  una  : 
Che  tante,  e  tante  fur,  cb'io  non  fo  quando 
Finir,  ma  ve  n'and'O  fcegliendo  atcttna 
Solennty  ed  atta  da  narrar  cantandr^ 
E  ch'a  fijloria  mi  parra  opportune* 
Ne  quella  tacero  miracolofa, 
Che  fu  ne  i  Pirenei  fopra  Tolofa. 

5r- 

Trafcorfo  avea  molt  a  paefe  il  Conte, 
Come  dal  grave  fuo  furor  fu  f pinto  ; 
Ed  al  Jin  capito  fopra  qnelmonte, 
Per  cut  dal  Franco  e  il  Tarracon  dijlinto. 
Tenendo  tuttavia  volta  la  fronte 
Verfi  la,  dove  il  Sol  ne  viene  ejiinto  j 
E  quhi  giunfe  in  un  angujto  calle, 
Che  pendca  Jopra  una  profonda  voile, 

52- 

Si  vennero  a  inccntrar  con  rj/o  al  varco 
Duo  bofcherecci  gioveni,  ch'inante 
Avean  di  legna  un  loro  ajino  carco  : 
E  perche  ben  s'accorfero  al  fembiante^ 
C'avea  di  ceruel  fano  il  capo  fcarco, 
Gli  gridano  con  voce  minacciante, 
O  ch'addietro,  o  da parte  fe  ne  vada, 
E  cbe  Ji  Itvi  di  mezzo  lajlrada. 

Orlando  non  rifponde  altro  a  quell  dettff, 
Se  non,  cbe  con  furor  tiro  d'un  piede  : 
E  giunfe  a  punto  Fajino  nel  petto 
Con  quella  forza,  che  tutte  altre  eccede, 
Ed  alto  il  levaji,  ch'uno  augelletto, 
Che  volt  in  aria,  fembra  a  chi  lo  vede. 
^uel  va  a  coder  e  a  la  cima  <Tun  collt, 
Cb'un  miglio  oltre  la  valle  il giogo  eftolle. 

Jndi  verfo  i  duo  gioveni  s'awenta  : 

De  i  quail  un  piu,  che  fenno^  ebbe>  avventuray 

Cbe  da  la  balza^  che  due -volte  trenta 

Braccia  cadea^  Ji  gitto  per  paura, 

A  mezzo  il  tratto  trovo  molle^  e  lenta 

Una  macchia  di  rubi  e  di  verzura  ; 

A  cui  laJTo  graffiarli  un  poco  il  voltQj 

Del  re/lo  lo  man  do  libero  e  fciolto. 

IS  altro  s'attacca  ad  un^fcbeggion,  cb'ufciva 
Fuor  de  la  roccia,  per  falirvi  fopra ; 
Perch}  fi  fpera>  s'a  la  cima  arriva, 
Di  trovar  via,  cbe  dal  pazzo  lo  copra. 
Ma  quel  ne  i  piedi,  che  non  vuol,  che  viva9 
Lo  pigl'ia,  mentre  di  falir  s'adopra  : 
E  quanta  piu  sbarrar  puote  le  braccia 
La  sbarra  fi^  ch'in  duo  ptzzi  lojiratcia, 


Folly  'twill  be,  the  follies  of  Orland, 
Jf  I  fhould  promife,  one  by  one  to  tell  : 
So  many  they,  I  know  not  when  to  end ; 
But  fome  I'll  choofe  the  moft  remarkable, 
And  fitteft  in  my  canto  to  be  penn'd, 
Which  to  me  feem  Anting  my  ftory  well : 
Nor  will  I  pafe  that  one  miraculous, 
Done  in  the  Pirenees  hard  by  Tholoufc, 

Sl- 

The  Count  in  hurry  many  countries  pafVif, 
As  by  his  fury  great  he  was  fpur'd  on ; 
Upon  that  mountain  he  arriv'd  at  lair, 
By  which  France  fever'd  is  from  Tarracon  : 
And  tow'rds  that  quarter  all  the  while  he  fac'd, 
In  which  extinguifh'd  is  the  fetting  fun  : 
And  there  he  traveling  took  into  a  path, 
Which  overhung  a  valley  deep  beneath. 

52. 

There  met  him,  coming  in  this  narrow  track, 
Two  country  lads,  who  there  drove  on  before 
Their  afs,  with  load  of  wood  upon  his  back ; 
And  as  they  faw,  by  th'  femblance  which  he  bore, , 
That  of  found  brains  his  head  had  plenteous  lack, 
With  threat'ning  voice,  to  him  aloud  they  roar, 
Himfelf  afide  or  backwards  to  convey, 
And  that  he'd  move  from  middle  of  the  way.  ' 

Orland  no  anfwer  made  to  what  they  fpoke, 
Save,  that,  in  furious  way,  one  foot  he  threw. 
And  gave  the  afs,  juflr  on  the  breaft,  a  flroke, 
With  that  force,  which  all  others  does  outdo, 
And  caft  it  up  fo  high,  that  to  one's  look 
It  would  have  feem'd  a  bird  in  air  that  flew, 
Which  fell  at  length  on  fummit  of  a  mount, 
That  rais'd,  a  mile  beyond  the  vale,  its  front. 

54- 

Againft  the  two  young  men  himfelf  lets  fly, 
Of  whom  the  one  more  luck  than  wit  did  fhare, 
Who  from  the  cliff,  full  threefcore  cubits  high* 
In  its  defcent,  himfelf  caft  down,  thro'  fear : 
Amidfl  his  way  did  foft  and  gentle  lie 
A  little  clump  of  fhrubs  and  brambles  there, 
'Gainft  which,  fuffice,  his  face  he  fomewhat  fcratch'd, 
But,  for  the  reft,  him  fafe  and  free  difpatch'd. 

The  other  round  a  ftump  his  arms  had  cafr, 
Which  from  the  rock  bore  out,  thereon  to  leap, 
Hoping  that  if  he  to  the  fummit  pafs'd, 
He  from  the  madman  fhould  find  way  to  creep  j 
But  he,  that  won't  permit  his  life  to  laft, 
Seiz'd  on  his  feet,  as  he  attempts  to  ftep, 
And,  far  as  he  his  arms  disjoin 'd  could  throw, 
Him  he  disjoin'd,  and  tore  him  quite  in  two, 
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A  quclla  gn\fat  che  veggian  tal'ora, 
Farji  fun  aeron,  farji  d'un  pcllo  : 
Quandofi  vuol  de  le  calde  intcriora, 
Che  falcon,  o  ch'ajtor  rejli  futolk. 
£>>tanto  e  bcnc  accadnto,  eke  non  muora 
£hicl  chefu  a  rifco  dijraccarfi  il  collo ; 
Che  ad  nltri  poi  qnejlo  miracol  dijfe  ; 
Si  chc  Vudl  Turfono,  e  a  nci  lojcrijje. 

57- 

E  qucfte,  ed  altre  aj/ai  cofejlupende 
Fece  nel  traverfur  de  la  montagna. 
Dopo  molto  ccrcare  alfin  difcende 
Verfo  meriggie  a  la  terra  di  Spagna; 
E  livigo  la  marina  il  cammin  premie, 
CKintorno  a  Tarracona  il  lito  bagna  ; 
E  come  viiol  lafitria,  chc  lo  mena, 
Penfa  farft  uno  albergo  in  quella  arena. 

58. 

Dove  dal  Sole  alqiiantoji  ricnopra  : 
E  nel  [abbionji  caccia  arido,  e  trito. 
Stando  coji,  gli  venne  a  cafofopra 
Angelica  la  bella,  e  ilfito  marito; 
Ch'eran,  Ji  come  io  vi  narrai  difcprat 
Scejl  da  i  monti  in  su  llfpano  lito. 
A  men  d'un  braccio  ella  gli  ghmfe  apprcjfi, 
Perche  non  s'cra  accorta  ancora  d'effb. 

59- 

ChcfoJJe  Orlando  mtlla  le  /ovviene : 

Troppo  e  diverfo  da  qncl,  cfrcfferfuole. 

Da  indi  in  qua,  cfte  quel furor  lo  ticnc, 

E  fcmpre  andato  nudo  a  Fombra,  e  al  Sole. 

Sefotje  nato  a  I'aprica  Siene, 

O  dove  Ammone  il  Garamante  cole, 

0  pri^/'o  a  i  mont't,    onde  i  I  gran  Nilofpicciti, 

JVb/z  dovrebbe  la  came  aver  put  arjiccia. 

60. 

^uafi  afco/i  avea  gli  occhi  ne  la  tefta. 
Lafaccia  macra,  e  come  ii'i'ojjfo  afciuttii. 
La  clrioma  raUntffata,  ornda,  c  mcjla  ; 
La  burbafolta,  fpavcntofa,  e  brut t a. 
JVon  piu  a  vederlo  Angelica  fu  prejla, 
Che  fojje  h  ritornar  trcmando  tutta, 
Tutta  tremando,  e  emfeiendo  il  del  di  griJa 
Si  volfe  per  aiuto  a  la  fun  guida. 

01. 

Come  di  lei  s'accorfe  Orlando  Jlolto, 
Per  ritenerla  Jl  Icvl  di  botto  : 
£oji  gli  piacque  il  dc'.icato  volte, 
Cofi  n£  venue  immantinente  ghiotfo. 
D'avcrla  amata,  c  rivcrita  molto 
Ogni  ricordo  era  in  lui gi'^[fic  e  rotto* 
Cli  corre  dietro ;  e  tic/2  queV.a  maniera, 
Che  tcrria  il  cane 


In  fuch  a  way,  as  fometimes  we  are  feeo, 
With  heron  or  with  chicken  to  proceed, 
Whenever  we  with  the  warm  entrails  mean, 
To  give  the  falcon  or  the  hawk  their  feed. 
That  from  his  death  the  bu/hes  one  did  fcreen, 
Who  his  neck  ventur'd,  lucky  'twas  indeed, 
As  he  this  wonder  did  fo  oft  recite, 
That  Turpin  hearing  it,  for  us  did  write. 

57- 

And  thefe,  and  other  many  a  wondrous  thing, 
Did  he,  when  traverfmg  the  mountains  o'er: 
At  length  defcends,  after  much  wandering 
Southward,  and  tow  Yds  the  Spanifti  country  bore  : 
Then,  by  the  fea  proceeds  on  travelling, 
Which  wafhes  round  of  Tarracon  the  /hoar, 
And  as  the  rage,  that  guided  him,  ordiun'd, 
He  thought  to  make  his  Lodgings  on  that  ftraud. 

58. 

Where,  for  a  while,  he  hides  from  the  fun's  heat, 
And  on  dry  beaten  fand  himfelf  he  throws  : 
Remaining  thus,  him  there  by  chance  then  met 
Angelica  the  fair  and  her  new  fpoufe, 
Who  were,  jufl  as  to  you  I  did  relate, 
Come  on  Spain's  coafl  from  the  roads  mountainous; 
Within  lefs  than  a  yard  flie  him  comes  near, 
For,  that  he's  there,  as  yet  flie's  unaware. 

59- 

That  this  Orlando  was,  fhe  little  thought, 
From  what  he  us'd  to  be,  fo  different ; 
Who  here  and  there,  fUll  as  his  madnefs  wrought, 
Thro'  fhade  or  funfhine  ever  naked  went : 
Had  he  been  born  in  Siene's  defarts  hot, 
Or  where  Jove's  worfliip'd  by  the  Garamant, 
Or  near  the  cliffs  where  fprings  Nile's  mighty  tide, 
He  could  not  have  a  ikin  more  tann'd  and  dry'd. 

60. 

His  eyes  were  almofl  funk  into  his  head, 
.Meagre  his  face,  and  like  a  bone  fo  dry ; 
His  hair  was  briftled  up,  gloomy  and  dread  ; 
His  beard  fo  thick  and  foul  look'd  fearfully  : 
No  fooner  Angelic  had  him  furvey'd, 
Than  (he  was  ready  trembling  back  to  fly, 
Trembling  all  o'er,  and  loud  to  heav'n  fhe  cry'd, 
And,  for  affiftance,  turn'd  her  to  her  guide. 

61. 

.As  her  obferv'J  Orland  in  fenfelefs  ftate, 
He  to  retain  her  fuddenly  arofe, 
So  much  him  pleas 'd  her  vilage  delicate,     . 
So  greedy  of  her  all  at  once  he  grows  : 
That  her  h'ad  lov'd  and  worfliip'd  at  fuch  rate. 
In  him  confus'd  all  mem'ry  he  did  lofe : 
He  running  after  her  fuch  way  does  ufe, 
As  would  a  hound  that  a  wild  beait  perfues. 

62. 
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II  giovine,  che'lpazzofeguir  vede 
La  donna  fua,  gli  itrta  il  cavallo  addojjb, 
E  tut  to  a  tin  tempo  lo  percuote,  eficde, 
Come  lo  trova,  che  gli  volt  a  il  do/ft. 
Spiccar  dal  bujlo  il  capofe  gli  crede : 
Ma  la  pelle  trovo  dura,  come  ojjb  : 
Anzi  via  piu  ch'acciar  :  ch'Orlando  nato 
Impenetrabil  era,  ed  affatato, 

63- 

Come  Orlando  fent)  batterfi  dietrc, 
CiroJJi,  e  nel  girare  il  pvgno  ftrinfe  ; 
E  con  laforza,  chepajja  ogni  metro, 
Ferz  il  deftrier,  che' I  Saracino  fpinfe. 
ferilfiCl  capo ;  e,  come  fuj/e  vetro, 
Lofpezzofi,  che  quel  cavallo  ejlinfc, 
E  rivoltojji  in  un  medcfmo  inflantc 
Dietro  a  colei,  che  glifuggiva  in  ante. 

64. 

Caccia.  Angelica  infretta  la  giumenta, 
E  con  sferza,  e  confpron  tocca,  e  ritccca; 
Che  le  parebbe  a  quel  bifogno  lenta, 
Se  ben  volaj/e  piu,  che  jlral  da  cocca. 
De  Panel,  c'ha  nel  ditc,  Jl  rammenta, 
Che  puo  falvarla ;  e  fe  lo  get ta  in  bocca. 
E  I'anel,  che  non  perde  ilfuo  coftwne, 
Lafafparir,  come  ad  unfojpo  il  fame. 

6$:  . 

0  fojje  la  paura,  o  che  pigliajje 
Tanto  difconcio  nel  mutar  ranello  .- 
0  pur,  che  la  giumenta  traboccajje , 
Che  non  pojjp  affermar  quejio  ne  quello  ; 
Nel  medefmo  momento,  che  fi  trajje 
Vanello  in  bocca,  e  celo  il  vifo  hello  ; 
Levo  le  gambe  ed  ufci  de  Varcione, 
E  fi  trovo  riverfa  infiCl  fabbione. 

66. 

Piu  corto,  che  quel  fait  o  era  dita  Jit  a? 
slvviluppata  rimanea  col  maito, 
Che  con  lurto  le  avria  tolta  la  vita  : 
Ma  gran  ventura  I'aiuto  h  quel  tratto. 
Cerchi  pur  cfraltrofurto  le  dia  ait  a 
D'un'altra  bejlia,  come  prirna  ha  fat  to; 
Che  piu  non  e  per  Haver  mai  quejia, 
Ch'innanzi  al  Paladin  I'arena  pefta. 

67. 

Non  dubitate  gia,  ch'ella  non  s'abbia 
A  provvedereT  e  feguitiamo  Orlando ; 
In  cm  non  cejja  Vimpeto,  e  la  rabbia 
Per  che  fi  vada  Angelica  celando. 
Segue  la  bejlia  per  la  nuda  fabbiat 
E  fe  le  vien  piufempre  approjjimando ; 
Gia  gia  la  tocca,  ed  ecco  Vha  nel  criner 
Jtidi  nelfrcno ;  e  la  ritiene  aljine* 


62. 

The  youth,  who  thus  his  nymph  perfued  fpy'd 
By  th'  madman,  'gainft  him  with  his  horfe   pre/s'd 
And  inflantly  a  ftroke  on  him  apply'd  ;  [on  ; 

As  he  perceiv'd  his  back  ftill  to  him  fhown. 
He  thought  his  head  he'd  from  his  bufl  divide, 
But  found  the  fkin  much  harder  was  than  bone, 
Nay  harder  far  than  fteel :  when  born,  Orland 
Invulnerable  was  by  fate  ordain'd. 

63. 

Orland,  behind  feeling  he  beaten  was, 
Wheel'd  round,  and  clench'd  his  fift  as  round  he  flewr 
And  with  that  force,  that  does  all  bounds  furpafs, 
Strikes  the  fleed  which  the  Pagan  tow'rds  him  drew, 
He  fmote  him  on  the  head,  which,  juft  like  glafs, 
He  broke  to  pieces  fo,  the  horfe  he  flew, 
And  in  an  inflant  turn'd  himfelf  around 
To  follow  her,  whom  fled  before  he  found. 

64. 

Angelic  drove  her  mare  with  ntmoft  fpeed,. 
And  urg'd  with  whip  and  fpur  repeatedly  ; 
For  flow  fhe'd  feem  to  her,  now  in  her  need, 
Should  fhe  more  fwift  from  bow  than  arrow  fly : 
The  ring,  fhe  wore,  fhe  now  remembered, 
Which  her  could  fave  :  t'her  mouth  does  it  apply  : 
The  ring  it's  former  cuflom  did  not  fofe, 
Caus'd  her  to  vanifh,  as  a  blown-out  candle  does. 

65. 

Whether  furprize  it  was,  that  made  her  fhake, 
Or  the  ring  changing  fne  embarafs'd  were, 
Or  that  her  palfrey  a  falfe  flep  did  make, 
Nor  this  or  that  I  can  for  truth  declare  ; 
The  very  moment  fhe  the  ring  did  take 
Into  her  mouth,  and  hid  her  vifage  fair, 
Her  legs  flie  hoifts,  does  from  the  fad  die  bound, 
And  falls  revers'd  upon  the  farrdy  ground. 

66. 

Two  finger's  breadth  leap  fliorter  had  flie  ta'en, 
She  by  the  madman  had  been  overlaid, 
Who  by  the  dreadful  fhock  muft  her  have  flain  j 
But  at  that  time  great  fortune  gave  her  aid. 
Now  let  her  fearch,  by  theft,  for  help  again. 
Of  other  beaft,  as  this  once  her's  fhe  made, 
As  fhe  muft  never  think  this  to  regain, 
Which,  beats  before  the  Paladin  the  plain. 

67. 

Nor  doubt  we  now,  but  that  fhe  means  will  find, 
One  to  provide :  and  let's  Orland  perfue, 
In  whom  the  rage  and  force  no  way  declin'd, 
Tho'  Angelic  was  gone  out  of  his  view  : 
O'er  the  bare  fands  her  beaft  he  ran  behind^ 
And  her  advancing  ever  nearer  to, 
Now,  now  he  touches  her,  now  grafps  her  main, 
Seizes  the  bit,  her  does  at  length  retain. 
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68. 


68. 


Con  quellafejla  il  Paladin  la  piglia, 
.Ctiun'altro  av  r  ebb  e  fatto  two.  donzclla-s 
Le  rajfetta  le  redinc,  e  la  brlglia, 
R  fpicca  nn  falto,  el  entra  m  la  fella  ; 
E  correndo  la  caccia  rmlte  miglia 
Ssnza  ripofo  in  qnejla  parte,  c  in  quella, 
]ttai  non  le  leva  nc  fella,  ne  freno ; 
Ne  le  lafcia  gujlare  erba  nefieno. 

69. 

Volendofi  cacciare  oltre  unafojja 
Sozzoprafe  ne  va  con  la  cavalla, 
Non  nocque  a  lui,  ne  fent}  la  percojjat 
Ma  nelfondo  la  mifera  Ji  fpalla ; 
Non  vede  Orlando  come  trar  la  poj/a, 
Ejinalmentefe  I'arreca  in  fpalla, 
E  su  ritorna,  e  va  con  tut  to  il  carco, 
SHianto  in  tre  volte  non  trarrebbe  un  arcs. 

70. 

Sentendo  poi,  che  gli  gravava  troppot 
La  pofe  in  terra ;  e  volea  trarla  a  mano : 
Ella  il  feguia  con  pajjb  lento,  e  zoppo. 
Dicea  Orlando,  Cammina,  e  dicea  in  vano  i 
Sc  ravejjefeguito  di  galoppo ; 
Ajfai  non  era  al  deftderio  infano. 
Alfin  dal  capo  le  levo  il  capeflro, 
E  dietro  la  lego  fopra  il  pie  dejiro. 

71. 

E  cofi  lajlrafcina,  e  la  conforta, 
Che  lo  potrafeguir  con  maggior  agio. 
£>ual  leva  il  pelo,  e  qital  il  cuoio  port  a 
De  i  fajjt,  ch'eran  nel  camrnin  malvagiot 
La  mat  condotta  bejlia  rejlo  morta 
Finalmente  dijlrazio,  e  di  difagio. 
Orlando  non  le  penfa,  e  non  la  guarda  : 
E  via  correndo  il  fuo  cammin  non  tar  da. 

72. 

Di  trarla,  ancor  che  morta,  non  rimafc 
Continuando  il  corfo  ad  Occident?  .- 
E  tuttaviajaccheggia  ville,  e  cafe, 
Se  bifogno  di  cibo  aver  ft  fentc  ; 
E  frutte,  e  came,  e  pan,  pur  cb'el'i  invafe, 
Rapifce,  ed  nfajorza  ad  ogni  gents  : 
tQitai  lafcia  morto,  e  qualjhrpiato  lajja  ; 
Pocofiferma,  efempre  innanzi  pajja. 

v  73- 
Avrebbe  cofi  fatto,  o  poco  inanco 

A  la  fua  donna,  fe  non  s'afcondea  : 

Perche  -non  difcernea  il  ncro  dal  bianco, 

E  di  giovar  nocendo  ft  credea. 

Deh  rnaladette  Jia  Fanello!  ed  anco 

11  cavalier^  che  date  k  I' aval  : 

Che  fs  non  era,  avrebbe  Orlando  fatto 

Di  fc  vendetta,  e  di  miWaltri  a  un  tratto. 


The  Paladin  takes  her  with  fuch  delight, 
As  other  would  have  doae  a  lovely  maid  ; 
The  bridle  and  the  reins  he  fets  to  right, 
And  with  a  leap  to  th'  faddle  him  convey 'd, 
And  drives  her  many'  a  mile  in  hafty  flight, 
Now  here,  now  there,  nor  for  repofe  e'er  ilay'd, 
Ne'er  bit  or  faddle  from  her  took  away, 
Nor  fuffer'd  her  to  tafte  or  grafs  or  hay, 

09. 

Willing  to  take  a  leap  o'er  a  deep  fence, 
He  topfy-turvy  with  the  mare  does  go  ; 
Ne'er  hurts  himfelf,  nor  of  the  fliock  has  fenfe. 
But  the  poor  bead  lays  flioulder-flipt  below : 
Orland  can't  fee  how  her  to  get  from  thence, 
At  length  does  her  upon  his  fhoulders  throw  ; 
And,  Springing  up,  walks  with  his  burthen  vaft, 
The  length  which  in  three  mots  a  bow  would  caft 

70. 

Then,  finding  that  too  pond'rous  was  the  weight, 
Puts  her  on  ground,  intending  her  to  lead  ; 
She  follows  him  with  flow  and  hobbling  gait  : 
Orlando  faid,  Walk  on,  and  vainly  faid, 
Had  me  purfu'd  him  at  the  fwifeft  rate,    . 
•  'Twould  not  have  fatisfy'd  his  wi(h  fo  mad : 
Then  from  her  head  the  halter  does  unbind, 
And  to  her  off-foot  fallens  it  behind. 

71- 

And  thus  he  drags  her  on,  and  her  does  cheer, 
That  me  might  follow  him  with  greater  eafe, 
Some  take  her  hair  off,  her  hide  others  tear, . 
Of  the  harm  ftones  which  lay  along  the  ways  : 
At  length  the  beaft,  led  by  fo  little  care, 
Expires  in  torment  and  moft  woeful  cafe  : 
Orland  ne'er  thinks,  and  of  her  takes  no  heed, 
But  runs  along  his  way  with  utmoft  fpeed. 

72, 

Her,  tho'  quite  dead,  he  ceas'd  not  dragging  on, 
.  His  courfe  continuing  forwards  to  the  Weft, 
And  each  houfe  ravag'd  all  the  way,  each  town, 
When  he  perceiv'd  himfelf  by  hunger  prefs'd, 
And  fruit,  flefh,  bread,  by  violence  thus  fhown, 
He  feiz'd,  and  force  to  ev'ry  one  addrefs'd  : 
One  he  leaves  dead,  another  lame  he  quits, 
Seldom  (lands  ftill  and  ever  forward  gets. 

73- 

This  way,  or  little  lefs,  he  would  have  done 
,  Vnto  his  nymph,  if  not  from  iight  convey'd; 
For  that  by  him  black  was  from  white  not  known, 
Who  thought,  by  doing  mifchief,  to  give  aid. 
O !   that  the  ring  may  curfes  light  upon  ! 
And  the  knight  too  who  prefent  of  it  made  ! 
For,  but  for  that,  Orlando  vengeance  had 
At  once,  both  for  himfelf  and  thoufaiids,  paid. 

74- 


Canto  30. 


ORLANDO    FUR  10  SO. 


74- 


Ne  quejia  fola,  ma  f offer  pur  fate  . 
In  man  a" Orlando  quant e  oggi  ne  fono  : 
Ch'ad  ogni  modo  tuttefono  ingrate^ 
tieji  trova  tra  loro  oncia  di  buono. 
Ma  prima  che  le  corde  rallentate 
Jll  canto  difugual  rendano  ilfuono* 
Fia  meglio  dtfferirlo  a  un'altra  volta9 
ACCIQ  men  fia  noiofo  a  chi  I'afcolta. 


74- 

Nor  only  her,  but  would  that  every  one 
Were  in  Orlando's  pow'r,  the  world  around  ! 
For,  in  all  ways,  they're  all  ungrateful  fhewn, 
Nor  is  one  ounce  of  good  amongft  them  found  ; 
But,  ere  my  flacken'd  chords,  grown  out  of  t»ne. 
Unto  my  fong,  bring  forth  unequal  found, 
Better,  to  other  time,  it  to  defer, 
To  prove  lefs  troublefome  to  thofe  that  hear. 

W. 
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CANTO     XXX 


Uando  vincer  da  I 'imp i 'to ,  e  da  I'ira 
_,^  Si  lafcia  la  ragion,  ne  fi  difende  ; 
E  che  I  cieco  furor  fi  innanzi  fir  a 
O  mono,  o  lingua,  che  It  amicl  offende  j 
Se  ben  dipoi  fi  piange,  eftfofpira, 
Non  eper  quejlo,  che  I' error  s'etnende. 
La/o,  io  mi  doglio  e  affligo  in  van  di  quanti 
DiJJi  per  tra  a  I  fin  de  I' a  tiro  canto. 

2. 

Ma  ftmile  fan  fatto  ad  uno  infer  mo  ; 
Che  dopo  molto  pazienza,  e  molta, 
Ruanda  contra  il  dolor  non  ha  piitfchermo, 
Cede  a  la  rabbia,  e  a  bejlemmiar  Ji  voita. 
Manca  il  dolor,  ne  rimpetojia  fermo, 
Che  la  lingua  aldir  malfaceajifdolta; 
E  Ji  rawede,  e  pente,  e  n'ba  difpetto, 
Ma  quely  c'ha  detto,  non  puofar  non  dttto. 

Btnfpero,  donne^  in  vojlra  cortejia 
Jver  da  voi  per  don  poi>  ch'io  vel  thieggio. 
Pot  fcufarete^  che  ferfrenejja, 
Vinto  da  Fafpra  pajjion^  vaneggio. 
Date  la  colpa  a  la  nimica  tnia, 
Che  mifajlar^  ck'io  nw  patreijlar  peggio 
E  mi  fa  dir  quel^  di  ch'io  fan  poi  gramo9 
Sallo  Iddio,  s'ella  ha  il  torto,  e  fa  s'io  I'amo, 

Non  men  fonfuor  di  me,  chefojfe  Orlando  } 
E  non  fan  men  di  lui  di  fcufa  degno, 
C'or  per  It  monti,  or  per  le p'wgge  errands 
Scorfe  in  gran  par te  di  Marfdio  il  regno, 
Moiti  di  la  cavaUaJirafcinando 
JHorta^  come  era,  fenza  alcun  rltegno; 
Ma  giunto,  ove  un  gran  fiume  entra  ntl  mare^ 
Glifu  forza  il  cadaver  o  lafdare, 
VOL,  JI. 


WHEN,  by  impetuous  ire,  to  be  o'erthrown, 
Reaibn  permits  itfelf,  nor  makes  defence ; 
And,  by  blind  fury,  man  is  hurry'd  on, 
That  friends,  with  hand  or  tongue,  he  gives  offence  j 
Tho'  afterwards  he  much  may  figh  and  moan, 
His  error  no  amendment  has  from  thence. 
Alas  !  for  all  I'm  vex'd,  with  grief  difmay'd, 
Which  I,  in  wrath,  in  t'other  canto  faid. 

2. 

But  I'm  become  like  one  by  ficknefs  weak, 
Who,  after  patience  long  and  tedious, 
When  againft  pain  he  no  defence  can  make, 
Yields  to  his  fury,  and  turns  to  abufe  : 
As  his  pain  leflens,  rage  does  him  forfake, 
Which,  to  ill  fpeaking,  gave  his  tongue  fuch  loofe  t 
ReflecT:s>  repents,  defpifes  what  he  fpoke, 
But  what  he  utter'd  he  cannot  revoke. 

Ladies,  I  hope  much,  from  your  courtefy, 

Pardon  to  have  from  you,  fince  it  I  crave  ;  » 

You  will  excufe,  as,  from  my  frenezy, 

By  paffion^painful  overcome,  I  rave. 

O  let  the  blame  lay  on  that  cruel  (he, 

Who  treats  me  fo,  worfe  treatment  I  can't  have, 

And  makes  me  fay  what  after  I  deplore ; 

Heav'n  knows  file's  wrong,  and  knows  I  her  adore. 

4- 

I'm  not  lefs  than  Orland  out  of  my  mind, 
Nor  worthy  lefs,  than  him,  excufe  t'  obtain, 
Who  now  o'er  hills,  and  now  thro'  vales  did  winJ, 
Wand'ring  along  Marfilius's  domain, 
Dragging,  for  many  days,  the  mare  behind. 
Nor,  tho'  fhe's  dead,  did  he  his  courfe  refrain  ; 
But,  where  the  fea  a  river  does  receive, 
Arriv'd,  the  carcafe  he  is  forc'd  to  leave. 

C  • 
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ORLANDO     FU  R  1  0  S  O.  Canto  30, 


£  ptrcbe  fa  vuota.r,  come  una  lontra  ; 
Entra  nel  fume,  efurge  a  J'altra  riva. 
Ecco  un  paflor  fopra  un  caval/e  incor.tr  a  > 
Che  per  abbeverarLo  al  fiumt  arriva. 
Cilui,  bencbe  gli  vada  Orlanfo  contra , 
Percbl  egli  efoh,  e  nudo,  nan  la  jibii-a. 
Vorrei  del  tut)  ronzia^  gli  diffc  il  matte, 
Con  la  giunxnta  miafar  un  baratto. 
6. 

10  te  la  mojlrtro  di  qw,  fe  vuii, 
Che  morta  Ay,  su  I'altra  ripa  giact. 
La  pi.tr ai  far  tu  mtdicar  di  poi : 
Altro  difette  in  lei  non  mi  dijpiace. 

Con  qualche  aggiunta  il  roazin  dar  mi  puoi  : 
Smontane  in  cortefia,  perchi  ml  piact. 

11  pajior  ride,  e  few.' alt r a  rifpojia 

Va  verfo  il  guado,  e  dal fazzo  ftfcojta. 

Jo  voglio  il  tun  cavallo:  ob  /<?,  non  odi? 
Scggiunfe  Orlando  e  con  furor  Ji  f naff  it. 
jfvea  un  bajion  con  nodi  fpejji,  e  fodi 
£jul  pajior  ftco,  e  il  Paladin  perciffi. 
La  rabbia^  e  I'ira  pafso  tutti  i  modi 
Del  Conte,  e  parvt  far  piu  cbe  inai  f»ffe  t 
Sit'!  capo  del  pa/for  un  pugnoferra^ 
Che  f^ezza  VoJJo^  e  marts  il  caccia  in  ttrra, 

8. 

Salta  a  cavallo  ;  e  per  diverfa  Jirad» 
Va  difcorrendo,  e  molti  pone  a  faces. 
Ncn  gtifta  il  ronzin  mat  fieno  ne  biadet 
TanlO)  ch'in  pochi  di  ne  riman  fiacco  : 
Ala  ncn  pero,  cb'Orlando  a  piedi  vaday 
Cke  di  vetture  vuol  vivere  a  rna:co  ; 
E  quante  ne  trova,  tantt  Tit  mife 
In  ufot  poi  cbe  i  lor  padroni  uccift. 

9; 

Capita  alfin  a  Malega^  e  piu  danxs 
Vi  feet*  ch'egli  avcj/e  altrovf  fatto  ; 
Cbe  oltre^  che  ponejfe  a  faccomanvt 
II  popolji^  cbe  ne  refto  dnfatto  ; 
Nejipofe  rifar  quel^  ne  F altr' amw3 
Tantl  n'uccije  il  perigliofo  matto, 
Vi  Jpiafio  tante  cafe^  e  tante  accefty 
Che  disfe  piu,  cht'l  ttrzo  del  paejtf 
JO. 

fnndi  part  it  o  venne  ad  una  terra 
zero  detta,  che  Jiede  a  lo  Jlretto 
Di  Zibe'.tarro^  o  vuoi  di  Zibelterra  ; 
Che  t'uno,  e  I'altro  name  le  vien  detto  : 
Ove  una  barca^  che  fciigliea  da  terra* 
Vide  plena  di  gente  da  diL'tto, 
Che  filazzando  a  I' aura  matutina 
Gia  per  la  tran^uilUJJima  marina* 


As  he,  like  otter,  fwimmer  \vas  complete, 
Enter'd  the  ftream,  and  rofe  on  t'other  brink : 
A  fhepherd  there  he  did  on  horfeback  meet, 
Who  to  the  ft  ream  had  brought  his  horfe  to  drink  t 
He,  tho'  Orlando  out  towards  him  fer 
Naked,  alone,  to  Hum  him  did  not  think : 
The  madman  faid,  I,  for  your  nag,  incline 
To  make  a  rap  of  this  fame  mare  of  mine. 

6. 

I,  if  you  will,  will  (hew  her  you  hard  by  ; 
For  but  on  t'other  fhore  there  dead  fhe  lays ; 
You  may,  anon,  fome  medicines  apply, 
No  other  fault  in  her  does  me  difpleafe  : 
You  might  give  me  fome  odds  with  your  palfrey  j 
Difmount,  I  pray,  as  me  your  horfe  does  pleafe. 
The  fhepherd  laugh'd,  and  anfwer  giving  none, 
He  leaves  the  madman,  tow'rds  the  fhore  rides  on., 

7- 

I'll  have  your  horfe  :  Holla,  what,  can't  you  hear  \ 
Orland  fubjoin'd,  and  in  a  rage  was  got  : 
With  knots  fet  thick  and  flout  a  club  did  bear, 
The  fhepherd,  and  the  Paladin  he  fmote  : 
The  wrath  and  fury  beyond  meafure  were 
O'th'  Count,  in  his  refentment  vengeful  hot : 
He  with's  fift  hits  the  fhepherd  on  the  head, 
And  breaks  his  Ikull,  and  to  earth  cafts  him  deacL 

•8. 

Leaps  on  the  ho'rfe ;  by  different  roads  does  ftray, 
Wand 'ring  about,  and  many  purs  to  fack  : 
The  poor  nag  nev^r  tailes  or  corn  or  hay, 
So  that,  in  few  clays,  he  becomes  quite  weak  : 
But  yet  Orland  on  foot  don't  make  his  way, 
For  that  he  would  his  fill  of  riding  take  ; 
And  ev'ry  horfe  he  light  on,  he  employ 'd 
For  his  own  ufe,  the  mafter  firft  defrroy"d.. 

9 

Then  came  to  Malega,  and  there  more  great 
Mifchief  he  did,  than  elfewhere  he  had  done  y. 
For,  befides  plundering  at  fuch  a  rate 
The  people,  that  thereby  they  were  undone, 
Nor  in  two  years  themfelves  could  reinftate, 
So  many  flew,  this  dangerous  raving  one, 
So  many  houfes  burnt  he,  and  did  raze, 
More  than  a  third  he  min'd  of  that  place, 

10. 

Going  from  thence,  unto  a  town  he  came, 
Zizera  called,  that  on  the  ftreights  lays 
Of  Zibeltar,  or  Gibraltar,  this  name 
Or  that  may  ufed  be,  juft  as  you  pleafe : 
Where  he  a  veflel  fees,  which  to  the  ftream 
Fell  down,  with  people  fill'd,  in  chearful  eafe ; 
Who,  folacmg  themfelves  with  morning  air, 
Sail'd.on  the  fea,  with  utmoft  cajmnefs  fair. 


Canto  30. 


O'RL^NDO  FURIOSO. 


Comincio  il  pazza  a  gridar  forte  ;  Afpetta, 
Che  gli  venae  difio  d'andare  in  barca  : 
Ma  bene  in  van*  e  i  gridi,  e  gli  urli  getta> 
Che  volentier  tal  merce  non  fi  cnrca. 
Per  I'acqua  il  legnova  con  quella  frettat 
Che  va  per  I' aria  irondine^  che  varca. 
Orlando  urta  il  cavallo,  e  bdlte^  ejlringi ; 
E  con  un  mazzafrujlo  al  mar  lo  fpinge. 

12. 

Fsrza  ?,  eft  al  fin  ne  I'acqua  il  cavallo  entre^ 
Ch'in  van  contrajla^  e  fpende  in  vano  cgni  opra, 
Bagna  i  ginocchi,  e  poi  L?  grappa  e' I  venire, 
Indi  la  tejia^  e  appena  appar  di  fopra. 
Tornare  a  di&tro  ncnji  fieri,  imntre 
La  verga  tra  I' orecchie  fe  gli  adopra. 
Mifero^  ofi  convien  tra  via  affogare^ 
O  ml  lita  African  pajjare  il  mare. 

Non  vede  Orlando  piu  poppe  n'ejpondf^ 
Che  tratto  in  mar  I'avean  dal  lito  afciuttSj 
Che  f on  troppo  lontarK,  e  le  nafionde 
A  gli  occhi  bajji  Falta,  e  mobil  Jiutto  : 
E  tuttavia  il  dejlrier  caccia  tra  Fonde  $ 
Ch'andar  di  la  dal  mar  difpone  in  tutta. 
II  dejlrier  d'acqua  picno,  e  d"alma  voti 
Finalmente  fini  la  vita,  e  il  nuoto. 

14. 

Ando  nelfond<ty  e  vi  traea  la  f  alma, 
Se  non  ft  tenea  Orlando  in  sit  le  braccia. 
Mena  le  gambe,  e  I'una  e  r ultra  palma, 
E  foffia,  e  fonda  fpinge  da  la  facet  a. 
Era  Vaer  foave,  e  il  mare  in  calma, 
E  ben  vi  bifogno  piu,  che  bonaccia  : 
Ch'ogni  poco  che' I  mar  fojje  piuferto, 
Re  ft  ova  il  Paladin  ne.  I'acqua  marts, 

Ma  la  Fortuna,  che  de  i  pazzi  ha  cura } 
Del  mar  lo  trajje  nel  lito  di  Setta 
In  unafpiaggia,  lungi  da  le  mura^ 
Quanta  farian  duo  tratti  di  faetta, 
Lungo  il  mar  molti  giorni  a  la  ventura 
Verfo  Lfjante  ando.  correndo  in  fretta 
Fin  che  trovo^  dove  tendea  sit' I  lito 
Di  nera  gente  efercito  injinito* 

16. 

Ltifciamo  il  Paladin,  ch'errando  vada  j 
Ren  diparlar  di  lui  turner  a  tempo, 
^uanto^  Signore,  ad  Angelica  accada 
Dupo  ch'ufci  di  man  -del  pazzo  a  tempo , 
E  come  u  ritornare  in  fua  contr&da 
Trovaffe  buon  navilio*  e  miglicr  tempo. 
E  de  't  India  a  Medsr  dejfe  lofcettro  ; 
For  ft  altri  cant  tra  con  rnigilsr  pkitrf. 


The  madman  'gan  aloud  to  cry  ont,  Stay  ; 

For  fancy  rofe  into  the  bark  to  get ; 

But  vain  his  cries  and  howlings  cafh  a\vav, 

For  willingly  we  load  not  with  fuch  freight : 

The  fkifF  as  hafty  tloro'  the  waves  made  way, 

As  cutting  thro'  the  air  the  fwallow  fleet. 

The  horfe  Orlando  pufii'd,  prefs'd,  and  did  drub, 

And  drove  him  to  the  fea,  with  ill-fomi'd  club. 

12. 

The  horfe  is  forc'd,  at  laft,  the  waves  to  take, 
Refifls  in  vain,  in  vain  he  ftarts  and  fears  ; 
Now  bathes  his  knees,  his  belly  next,  and  back, 
And  then  his  head,  and  fcarce  above  appears : 
Backwards  he  ne'er  muft  hope  to  journey  make. 
While  the  ltaff  works  him  fo  about  the  ears  : 
Poor  wretch,  he  mull  be  drowned  in  the  way, 
Or  pafs  the  fea  to  th'  fhore  of  Africa. 

!3- 

.  Orlando  fees  no  more  or  poop  or  fide, 
From  the  dry  fhpre,  which  does  the  ocean  plough, 
As  too  far  diftant  they,  and  them  does  hide 
The  high  and  rolling  wave,  from  fight  fo  low, 
And  drives  his  horfe  ftill  o'er  the  waters  wide. 
As  t'other  fide  the  fea  difpos'd  to  go  : 
The  horfe  of  water  full,  but  void  of  ftrength, 
Its  life  and  fwimming  finifties  at  length. 

14. 

To  th'  bottom  went,  and  had  its  load  convey 'd, 
But  with  his  arms  Orlando  kept  his  place, 
Cafts  out  his  legs,  and  both  his  hands  he  fpread, 
And  puff'd,  and  drove  the  water  from  his  face : 
The  air  was  mild,  the  fea  in  calm  quite  laid, 
More  than  a  calm  he  needed  in  this  cafe; 
For,  o'er  the  fea  if  fmallefl  gale  had  blown, 
The  Paladin  dead  to  the  waves  had  gone. 

!5- 

But  fortune,  who  all  fools  by  th'hand  does  lead, 
Brought  him  from  fea  to  Setta's  fhore  at  la/l, 
As  far  off  from  the  wall,  upon  a  mead, 
As  at  two  fhots  one  might  an  arrow  caft. 
By  the  fea  many  days,  he,  without  heed. 
Tow  Yds  the  Levant  ran  on  in  mighty  hafts, 
Until  he  found  pavilion 'd  on  the  llrand 
Of  negro  people  an  encampment  grand. 

1 6. 

Let's  leave  .the.  Paladin  about  to  ftray, 
Time,  to  fpeak  fully  of  him,  will  come  round. 
What  after,  Sir,  fell  out  t'  Angelica, 
When  fh'ad  efcap'd  this  man  of  brain  uufound, 
And  to  her  country  back  to  get  away, 
How  {he  good  burk  and  better  feafon  found, 
And  over  India  made  Medor  the  King, 
Othe/s,  perhaps,  with  better  lyre  will  ftng. 

C        2  17. 
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Jo  fono  a  dir  tantt  alire  cofe  intento, 
Che  difeguir  piu  quejla  non  mi  cale. 
Volgcr  conviemmi  il  be  I  ragionamento 
Al  Tartaro^  che  or  fenza  alcun  rivale 
Quella  bellezza  ft  godea  contento, 
A  cut  non  refia  in  tutta  Europa  uguale  : 
Pofcia,  chefe  nc  Angelica  partita , 
£  lacafla  1  fab  ilia  alciel  falita. 

18. 

De  laftnienxa  Mandricardo  alt i era, 
Ch*  in  fut  favor  la  bella  donna  diede  ; 
Non  puofruir  tutto  il  diletto  intiero^ 


17- 


L'alira  il  famofo  Re  di  Sericana^ 
Che  da  lui  vusl  lafpada  Durind&na. 

J9-N 

S^affatica  Agramante ;  ne  difciorre^ 
Ne  Marfjlio  con  lui  fa  quejto  intrico  : 
Nefolatnente  nonli pub  difporre^ 
Che  voglia  run  de  I'altro  ejfire  amictt  ; 
Ala  che  Ruggiero  a  Mandricardo  torre 
Lajci  lo  fiudo  del  Troiano  anlico  ; 
(J  GradaJJo  la  fpada  non  gli  vieti 
'TantOy  che  quejla  ^  o  quella  lite  accheti. 

20. 

Ruggier  non  vuol,  ch'in  altra  pugna  vada 
Con  lofuo  fcudo  ;  ne  GradaJJo  vuole, 
C&efuor,  che  contra  fe  porti  la  fpada ^ 
Cbe'l  gloriofo  Orlando  portar  fuole. 
Al  fin  veggiamOi  in  CM  la  forte  cada, 
DtJJe  Agramante^  e  non  Jianpiu  parole  : 
Veggiam  quel  che  For  tuna  ne  difponga  ; 
E  fia  prepojh  qucl,  ch'ella  proponga. 

21. 

JS  fe  compiacer  meglio  mi  volete  ; 
Onde  a" aver  ve  n'abbia  obbligo  ogn'ora 
Chi  de  di  voi  combatter,  fortirete : 
Maconpatto,  ch'al  primo^  c be  efcafuorat 
Ambtdue  le  querele  in  man  porrete  : 
A",  chfperfe  vincendo,  vinca  ancora 
Pel  compagrto  :  e  perdendo  Fun  divui, 
Perduto  abbia  coslper  ambidui. 

22. 

Tra  Gradaffiii  e  Ruggier  credo  che  fia 
Di  valor  nidla,  o  poca  different ; 
E  di  lor  qualfi  vuol  venga  fuor  priat 
So  (H in  arme  fara  per  eccellenza* 
Pot  la  vittoria  da  qitd  canto J}iay 
Cbei'orra  la  di-vina  providenza, 
11  cavalier  non  avra  colpa  alcunat 
Ma  iltutlo  imputsrajfia  la  Fortuna, 


I'm  of  fo  many  things  to  fpeak  intent, 
That  this  I  heed  not  farther  to  purfue ; 
It  fuits  me  turn  my  pleaiing  argument 
To  th'  Tartar,  as  his  rival  now  withdrew  ; 
Who  that  fair  nymph  enjoy'd  alone  content, 
To  whom  all  Europe  equal  could  not  {hew, 
Seeing  that  hence  Angelica  was  gone, 
And  the  chafle  Ifabel  to  heav'u  was  flown. 

18. 

For  the  decifion,  Mandricard  elate, 
Which  in  his  favour  gave  the  lady  fair, 
Cannot  enjoy  all  his  delight  compleat, 
For  that,  on  foot,  more  ftrifes  againft  him  are  : 
One  the  youth  Ruggier  for  him  did  create, 
As  the  white  eagle  he  would  not  forbear  : 
T'other  the  famous  King  of  Serican, 
Who'd  have  from  him  the  trenchant  Durindan. 

19. 

Agramant  toils,  nor,  tho'  Marfilius  join, 
Could  they  this  knot  fo  intricate  unty, 
Nor  even  were  they  able  to  incline 
Them  to  return  to  former  amity ; 
Nor  caufe  Ruggier  to  Mandricard  refign 
This  fhield  of  Trojan,  fam'd  in  ancientry ; 
Nor  caufe  Gradafs  no  more  the  fword  deny, 
That  both  thefe  ftrifes  they  fo  might  pacify. 

20. 

Ruggier  would  not  that  any  fight  be  made, 
Having  his  fhield  ;  nor  would  Gradaffo  bear, 
Save  'gainft  himfelf,  he  fhould  employ  that  blade, 
Which  the  renown 'd  Orlando  us'd  to  wear. 
At  length  let's  fee,  then  Agramante  faid, 
On  whom  the  lot  may  fall ;  more  words  forbear  : 
Let's  fee,  what  fortune  does  herein  difpofe, 
And  let's  agree  to  what  fhe  will  propofe, 

21. 

And  if  you  me  would  farther  gratify, 
Whence  I  fhall  ever  own  I'm  bound  to  you, 
He  lhall  go  out,  who  muft  the  combat  try, 
But  with  confent,  that  who  firft  out  does  go 
Shall  let  both  quarrels  on  one  perfon  lie, 
That  conqu'ring  for  himfelf,  he  conquers  too, 
For  his  companion,  and  the  one  of  ye 
Lofmg,  of  both  the  lofs  adjudg'd  fhall  be. 

22. 

Twixt  Ruggier  and  Gradafs,  it  is  my  thought, 
In  worth  there's  none  or  little  difference, 
And  of  them  whichfoe'er  fhould  firft  come  out, 
I  know,  in  arms,  he'll  fhew  his  excellence  : 
Then  on  that  fide  the  vift'ry  fhall  be  wrought, 
As  is  ordain'd  by  th'  heav'nly  providence  : 
The  knight  fhall  have  no  blame  in  this  difpute  ; 
But  we  the  whole  to  fortune  fhall  impute. 
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Steron  tadti  al  detto  d'slgramante 
E  Ruggiero,  e  Cradaffb,  ed  accordarji, 
Che  qualunque  di  lor  ufdru  inante, 
E  Vuna  briga,  e  Valtra  abbla  a  pig-i.irji, 
Coji  in  duo  brevi,  c'avean  fnnigliante 
Ed  ugual  forma,  i  nomi  lor  nctarji  ; 
E  dentro  u:i  urna  quelli  hanno  rinchiuji ; 
Verfati  molto,  e  fozzopra  confuji. 

24. 

Un  femplice  fanciul  nc  I'urna  mejje 
La  ma.no,  e  prefe  un  breve ;  e  venue  a  cafo, 
Ch'in  quejlo  il  name  di  Ruggier  Jt  lej/e, 
Effendo  quel  del  Serican  rimafo. 
Non  fi  pit o  dir  quanta  allegrezza  aveffc 
ghiando  Ruggier  Ji  fentz  trar  del  vafo, 
E  d'altra  parte  il  Sericano  doglia  ; 
Ma  quel  che  manda  il  del,  forza  e  che  toglia. 

25- 

Ogni  fuo  Jludio  il  Sericano,  cgni  opra 
A  favorire,  ad  aiittar  converfe, 
Perche  Ruggier  abbia  a  re/far  di  fopra  ; 
E  le  cofe  in  fuo  pro,  c'avea  gia  efpertey 
Come  or  difpada,  or  difcudofi  cuofcra, 
Qiialjien  botte  fallaci,  e  qualften  certe; 
Quando  tcntar,  qiiando  fchivar  for  tuna 
Si  dee,  gli  torna  a  mente  ad  una  ad  una. 

26. 

II  refto  di  quel  dt,  che  da  /'accords 
E  dal  trar  de  le  forti  fopravvanza, 
E  fpefo  da  gli  amid  in  dar  ricordo, 
Chi  a  run  guerrier,  chi  a  Vciltro,  com'e  itfanza. 
11  popol  di  veder  la  pugna  ingordo 
S'affretta  a  gara  d'occupar  lajlanza  : 
JVe  bajia  a  molti  innanzi  giorno  andarvi, 
Che  voglion  iutta  notte  anco  vegghiarvi. 

27- 

Lafdocca  turba  dijiofa  attende, 
Ch'i  duo  buon  cavalier  vengano  in  -prova  s 
Che  non  mira  pin  lungi,  ne  comfrende, 
Di  quel,  ch'innanzi  a  gli  'occhi  Ji  ritrova. 
Ma  Sobrino,  e  Marjilio,  e  chi P'lit  intcnde> 
E  vede  do  che  nuocc,  e  do  che  giova, 
Biafma  quefla  battaglia,  ed  Agramante^ 
Che  voglia  comportar,  che  vada  inante. 

28, 

ATe  cejjan  raccordargli  il  grave  danno, 
Che  n'ha  d'avere  il  popol  Saradno  ; 
Muora  Ruggiero *,  o  il  Tartaro  Tiranno, 
Qitel,  che  prejiffb  e  dalfuojier  dejlino. 
D'unfol  di  lor  via  piu  bifogno  avranno 
Per  contrajlare  aljiglio  di  Pipino, 
Che  di  died  altri  mila,  che  cifono, 
Tra  quai  fatica  e  ritrovare  un  buono< 


23- 


Silent  at  Agramante's  fpeecli  they  Aay'd, 
And  Ruggier  and  Gradafs  in  mind  unite, 
That  whofoe'er  of  them  ftiould  have  the  lead, 
Should  of  both  contefts  take  on  him  the  fight : 
So  on  t\vo  fcripts,  in  juft  refemblance  made, 
And  equal  form,  the  names  of  both  they  write, 
And  thefe  they  had  fhut  up  within  an  urn, 
Which  much  they  {hake,  and  topfy-tui  vy  turn. 

24. 

A  harmlefs  boy  into  the  urn  convey'd 
His  hand,  then  took  one  fcript ;  and  chance  inclin'J 
That  they  thereon  the  name  of  Ruggier  read ; 
That  of  the  Serican  remains  behind, 
It  can't  be  told,  what  joy  fo  great  difplay'd 
Ruggier,  himfclf  drawn  from  the  vafe  to  find  : 
On  t'other  hand,  the  Serican  did  grieve ; 
But,  what's  ordain'd  by  heav'n,  he  mufl  receive. 

25- 

His  ftudy  all  and  art  the  Serican 
Converted  now  to  favour  and  to  aid, 
That  now  Ruggier  the  victory  may  gain, 
And,  for  his  good,  what  he  had  once  eflay'd, 
How,  now  with  fword,  now  fhield,  defence  maintain, 
Which  flrokes  were  feints,  and  which  were  certain 
When  fortune  fhould  be  try'd  and  when  de-  [made ; 
Still,  one  by  one,  fuggefled  to  his  mind.       [clin'd, 

26. 

The  time  remaining,  from  their  joint  confent 
And  drawing  lots,  fuperfluous  of  that  day, 
Was  by  their  friends  in  giving  counfel  fpent, 
Some  to  this  knight,  fome  that,  as  is  the  way. 
The  populace,  to  fee  the  fight  intent, 
To  get  a  place  flrive  who  can  fpeed  away, 
Nor  many  would  fuffice  'fore  day  to  go, 
For  they  refolv'd  to  fit  up  all  night  too. 

27- 

The  ftupid  croud,  with  eagernefs,  attend, 
The  two  brave  knights   fhould  come  forth  to  the 
Who  fee  no  farther  nor  can  comprehend,       [fight, 
More  than  what  is  fubjeifted  to  their  fight ; 
But  Sobrin  and  Marfilius,  who  intend 
More,  and  can  fee  what's  hurtful,  and  what's  right, 
This  combat  blame ;  and  alfo  Agramant, 
Who,  that  it  fhould  proceed,  gave  his  confent. 

28. 

And  ceafelefs  each  the  damage  to  him  fhows, 
The  Pagan  people  needs  muft  have  thereby, 
Should  they  the  Tartar  King  or  Ruggier  lofe ; 
Which  e'er  prefix'd  was  by  fell  deftiny  : 
Far  greater  need  they'd  have  of  one  of  thofe, 
To  ftand  againft  their  common  enemy, 
Than  of  ten  thoufand  others  left  behind, 
'Mongft  whom  't  were  difficult  one  good  to  find. 

29. 
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29. 

'Conofce  il  Re  Agramantc  ch'egli  e  vero  : 
Man  noii  puo  piu  negare  do,  c'ha  prcmejfj. 
Ben  pi'ega  Mandricardo,  c  il  buon  Rugviero.t 
•Che  gli  ridonin  quel,  c'ha  lor  concejjb. 
E  tanto  piu,  che'l  lor  litigio  e  un  zero, 
Ne  degno  in  prova  d'arme  cjjer  rimejjo. 
E  s'in  do  pur  no'i  vogliono  ubbidire, 
Vogliano  alinen  la  pugna  differire. 

Cinque,  o  fei  meft  il  fmgolar  cfrtame, 

O  meno,  o  piu  ft  differifca  tanto, 

Che  cacciato  abbin  Carlo  del  Reaine, 

Tolto  lofcettro,  la  corona,  e  il  manto. 

Ma  run,  e  Valtro ;  ancor  che  voglia,  e  brame 

II  Re  ubbidirj  purjla  duro  da  canto  : 

Che  tale  accordo  olrbrobriofoftima 

A  chi'l  confenfofuo  vi  dara  prima. 

31. 

Ma  piu  de'l  Re,  ma,  j>tu  d'ogntin,  ch'in  vans 
Spenda  a  placare  il  Tartaro  parole ; 
La  bellajiglia  del  Re  Stordilano 
Supplice  il  Pri,egat  eft  lament  a,  e  duole  ; 
Lo  prega,  che  confenta  al  Re  Jfricano, 
E  voglia  quel,  che  tutto  il  campo  vuole : 
Si  /amenta,  e  Ji  duo/,  che  per  luifia 
Timida  fempre,  e  plena  d'agonia. 

.  32- 

.  LaJJa,  dicea,  che  ritrovar  pofs'io 
Rimedio  mat,  cticl  ripofar  mi  vaglia  ? 
S'or  contra  quefto,  or  qucllo,  nuovo  dijio 
Vi  trarra  fempre  a  veftir  piaftra,  e  maglia  : 
C'ha  potuto  giovare  al  petto  mio 
11  gaudio,  che  fiafpcnta  la  battaglia, 
Per  me  da  voi  contra  quell  alt  ro  prefa  ; 
Se  un'altra  ?ion  minor  fc  n'e  gia  accefa  ? 

33- 

Cnne,  ch'in  vano  io'  me  n'andava  alticra, 
Ch'un  Re  ft  degno,  un  cavalier  fi  forte, 
Per  me  vole/e  in  perigliofa,  efera 
Battaglia  porft  al  rifchio  de  la  morte  ; 
r  Cor  veggo  per  cagion  tanto  leggier  a 
Non  meno  efporvi  a  la  meacfma  forte. 
Fu  natural  ferocita  di  core, 
Ch'a  qitella  v'injligo  piu,  che'l  mio  air.tre. 

Ma  fe'gli  e  ver,  che'l  voftro  amor  fia  quello 
Che  vi  sforzate  di  mojlrarmi  cgn'ora  ; 
Per  hii  vi  priego,  e  per  quel  gran  fagellot 
Che  mi  percuote  Valma,  e  chs  ?n'accora  ; 
Che  non  vi  caglia,  fe'l  candido  aiigcllo 
-Ha  ne  lofcudo  quel  Ruggiero  an  cor  a. 
Utile  o  danno  a  voi  nonfo,  ch' import:, 
Che  lafd  qitella  infegna,  b  che  la  porti. 


29. 


King  Agramant  knew  well  the  truth  they  (aid, 
But,  what  h'  ad  promis'd  could  not  be  deny'd : 
The  brave  Ruggier  and  Mandricard  he  pray'd, 
That  they'd  recede,  wherein  he  had  comply'd : 
And  more,  for  trifle  as  the  quarrel's  made, 
Nor  worthy  to,  by  proof  in  arms,  be  try'd  : 
And  if,  in  this,  they  would  not  him  obey, 
At  lead  defer  the  fight  to  other  day. 

3°- 

Five  or  fix  months,  or  be  it  more  or  lefs, 
Confent  this  iingle  combat  to  poftpone, 
Until  we  Charles  {hall  from  his  kingdom  chace, 
His  fceptre  take,  his  mantle  and  his  crown  ; 
But  each,  altho'  he  wifh'd  and  them  t'would  pleafe, 
T'  obey  the  King,  flood  off  nor  made  it  known ; 
For  fuch  accord  opprobrious  they  conceive, 
To  whofoe'er  the  firft  confent  fhould  give. 

31- 

But  than  the  King,  nay,  more  than  all,  in  vain 
Her  words  employs,  the  Tartar  to  appeafe, 
The  lovely  daughter  of  King  Stordilan, 
Complains  and  grieves,  and  to  him  humbly  prays ; 
Prays,  he'd  confent  to  th'  royal  African, 
And  yield  to  wifhes  the  whole  camp  conveys : 
Complains  and  grieves  that  fhe,  by  him  muft  be 
For  ever  frighted,  full  of  agony. 

32- 

Alas !  fays  fhe,  how  can  I  ever  find 
Remedy,  pow'rful  to  relieve  my  moan, 
If  now  'gainft  one,  now  other  ftill  inclin'd, 
You're  ever  drawn  to  put  your  armour  on  ? 
How  can  the  joy  give  comfort  to  my  mind, 
That  was  put  off  your  laft  contention 
For  me,  againft  your  rival  underta'en, 
If  one,  not  lefs,  is  lighted  up  again. 

Ah  me  !  'in  vain  I  rofe  to  fuch  a  height ! 
So  great  a  King,  a  cavalier  fo  flout, 
For  me,  in  dangerous  and  dreadful  fight, 
Should  will  himfelf  to  rifque  of  death  to  put, 
Whom  now,  I  fee,  for  caufe  fo  very  light, 
No  lefs,  expofe  himfelf,  tor  th'  felf  fame  lot : 
'Twas  ricrcenefs  natural,  that  ftir'd  your  heart 
To  that,  more,  than  the  love  you  me  impart, 

34- 

But  if  'tis  true,  your  love  is  of  fuch  rate, 
As  you  ftrive  daily  to  make  me  perceive, 
By  that  I  pray  and  by  the  fcourge  fo  great, 
That  ftrikes  my  very  foul,  and  makes  me  grieve, 
You'd  not  regard,  if  the  white  eagle  yet 
This  fame  Ruggier  does  on  his  atch'ment  give  : 
I  know  not,  it  imports  you  good  or  ill, 
Whether  he  quits  thofe  arms,  or  wears  them  ftill. 

35- 
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POCO  guadagno,  t  perdita  ufdr  molta 
De  la  batlaglia  puo,  chc  per  far  fete. 
Quando  abbiate  a  Ruggier  Faquila  tolta 
Poca  mefce  d'un  gran  traviiglio  avrete : 
Ma  fe  for  tuna  le  fpalle  vi  volt  a, 
Che  non  pero  net  crln  prefa  tenete, 
Caufate  un  danno  ;  ^h'a  penfarvi foil 
Mi  fento  il  petto  gia  fparar  dl  duilo. 

36. 

Qjando  la  vita  a  voi  per  voi  non  fia 
Cara,  e  piu  amate  un  aqulla  dipinta  : 
Vi  fia  alnen  cara  per  la  vita  niia, 
Non  far  a  tuna  fenza  V  ultra  ejiinta  : 
Non  gia  morir  con  voi  grave  mi  fa  ; 
Son  dl  feguirvi  in  vita,  e  in  morte  accinta  z 
Ma  non  vorrei. morir  ft  mal  content 'a , 
Come  in  morro ;  fe  dopo  VQI  fon  fpenta* 

Con  tai  parole,  e  fimiii  alire  ajfat, 


Che  lagrime  accompagnano  e  fofpin, 
Pregar  ncn  ceJJ'a  tutta  rrMe  mat, 
Perch1  a  la  pace  il  fuo  amato"  ritiri. 
II  qual  fuggendo  da  gli  urridi  rai 
Quel  dolce  pianto,  e  quei  dolci  martiri 
Da  le  venniglie  labra  piu  che  rofe, 
Lagrimando  eg!i  ancor,  cofi  rifpofe.  " 

.38. 

Deb,  vita  ?nia  non  vi  mettde  ftffanno  ; 
Deh,  non  per  Dlo,  di  cofi  lieve  cofa  ; 
Cbe  fe  Carh  e^l  Re  a"  Africa,  e  do  channo 
Qui  di  gente  Morefca,  e  di  Franciofa, 
Spiegajfon  le  ban  di  ere  in  jnio  fol  danno  j 
Voi  pur  non  ne  dovrffic  ejjer  penfofa. 
Ben  mi  rmjlraie  in  poco  contt  avcre, 
Se  per  me-  un  Ruggier  fil  vi  fa  temere. 

39- 

E  vi  dovria  pur  rammentar,  che  folo9  ~ 
E  fpada  io  non  avea,  ne  fcirnitarra, 
Con  un  troncon  di  lancia  a  un  groJJbJJuoh 
£)'armati  cavalier  tolfi  la  sbarra. 
Gradaffo,  a  near,  che  con  vergogna,  e  duolo 
Lo  di:a,  pure  a  ch'il.  domanda  narra. 
Cbe  fu  in  Soria  a  un  cajid  mio  prigionero  j 
Ed  e  pur  d'altra  fa  ma,  che  Ruggier  o, 

40. 

Non  niega  fimilmentf  il  Re  Gradajfo 
£  fallo  Ifolier  voftro  e  Sacripante, 
Famofo  Sacripar.te  gran  Re  Circajfot 
£'/  gagliardt)  Grifon,  ed  Aquilante, 
Cfiit'altri,   e  pift,  che  pure  a  quefto  paj/t 
Siati  eran  preji  alcuni  giorni  inante, 
blacomettani,  e  gente  di  battefmo^ 
Cbs  tittti  liberal  quel  di  medefmo. 


Much  lofs  there  may,  and  very  little  gain 
From  out  this  battle  turn,,  you  undertaker 
.When  you  the  eagle  from  Ruggier  have  ta'en, 
But  fmall  the  'vantage,  from  great  toil,  you'll  make  r 
But  fortune  which  you  cannot  fix'd  retain,, 
If  cruel  fortune  mould  your  caufc  forfake, 
You  caufe  an  ill,  of  which  to  think  alone, 
I  feel  my  heart  in  pieces  rack'd  with  moan. 

36.. 

Tho',  for  yourfelf,  you  hold  your  life  not  dear, 
And  this  fame  painted  eagle  prize  more  high, 
Yet,  for  my  life,  of  your's,  at  leaft,  take  care, 
For  one  without  the  other  cannot  die: 
With  you,  'twill  not  be  hard  my  fate  to  marer 
For  life  or  death,  with  you,  prepar'd  am  I; 
But  I  would  not  depart,  with  fo  much  woe,. 
As  I  {hall  die,  if  after  you  I  go- 

37- 

With  fuch  like  words,  and  others  m  fuch  war,, 
With  which  her  fighs  and  tears  ailbciatcs  went,. 
She  ceas'd  not  ever,  all  the  night  to  pray 
Her  lover,  that  to  peace  he  would  confent : 
And  he  flill  kifling  from  each  humid  ray 
Thofe  dulcet  drops,  and  that  delicious  plaint 
From  lips,  than  rofe,  with  more  vermilion  dy'd ; 
He,  alfo  weeping,  to  her  thus  reply'd. 

38- 

Ah !  my  dear  life,  put  not  yourfelf  in  dread, 
Ah  !  for  God's  fake,  in  an  affair  fo  light, 
For  mould  King  Charles,  with  Afric's  royal  head, 
And  all  the  troops,  both  French  and  Moors  unite,. 
And,  to  my  hurt  alone,  their  banners  fpread, 
You  to  be  therefore  pen  five  have  no  right : 
Too  plain,  for  me  but  fmall  efteem  you  {how, 
If  one  Ruggier  can  make  you  tremble  fo. 

39- 

And  do  not  you,  ev'n  yet,  in  mem'ry  bear, 
That  without  ufmg  fcymitar  or  blade, 
From  a  large  troop  I  with  a  broken  fpear, 
Of  armed  knights  a  total  conqueft  made  ? 
Gradafs  does,  tho'  with  grief  and  fhame,  dedarcj 
And  by  him  yet,  to  fuch  as  aflc,  'tis  faid, 
He  in  my  Sirian  fort  was  prifoner : 
And  he  's  of  other  fame,  than  this  Ruggier. 

40. 

Nor  likewife  can  deny  the  fame  Gradafs, 
And  your  Ifolier  knows  and  Sacripant, 
Sacripant,  the  brave  monarch  of  Circafs,. 
And  the  renown'd  Grifon  and  Aquilant, 
A  hundred  others  more,  who  at  this  pafs 
Some  days  before  ta'en  in  imprifonment, 
Mahometans,  as  well  as  ChriiYians  they, 
Whom  all  I  freedom  gave,  that  very  day. 

7  41'- 
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Non  ce/a  tincur  la  maraviglia  hro 
De  la  gran  prova,  ch'iofeci  q uel  giornt 
Maggtor,  che  fe  Pefercito  del  Mora, 
E  dal  Franco  nimici  avc/i  intorno. 
Ed  or  pstra  Ruggier  'giovine  foro 
Far  mi  da  fob  a  fob,  o  danno,  o  fcorm  / 
Ed  or,  c'ho  Dttrindana^  e  Varmatura, 
D'Eitor,  vl  de  Ruggier  metier  paura  ? 

42. 

Deh,  perch}  dianzi  in  prova  non  venni  to  ; 
Se  far  di  voi  con  far  me  to  potea  acquijh? 
So  che  v'avrei  fe  aperto  il  -valor  mie, 
Cavrejle  il  fin  gid  di  Ruggier  previfeo. 
Jfciugate  k  lagr'ime  ;  e  per  Div 
Non  mi  fate  uno  augurio  coft  trijlo  \ 
E  Jiate  certa,  che' I  mio  onor  m'ha  fpinto, 
Non  ne  lo  feuds  il  bianco  augel  dipinto. 

43- 

Cofe  dijffe  egll ;  «  molto  ben  rifpojlo 
Gli  fu  da  la  meftijjima  fua  donna ; 
Che  non  pur  lui  mutato  di  propojto, 
Ma  di  luogo  avria  mcjja  una  cohnna. 
Ella  era  per  dover  vincer  lui  toJ1oy 
Ancor^  cb'armato,  e  ch'ella  foJJ'e  in  gonna ; 
E  I'avea  indutto  a  dir,  fe'l  Re  gli  par  la 
D'accordo  piu,  che  vole  a  content  aria. 

E  lo  facea  ;  fe  non  tojlo,  ch*  a  I  Sole 
La  vaga  Aurora  fe  fnfata  fcorta, 
L'animofo  Ruggier,  che  mnjlrar  vuole 
Che  con  ragion  la  bella  aquila  porta  ; 
Per  non  udir  piu  d'atti,  e  di  parole 
f)ilazion,  ma  far  la  lite  corta  ; 
Dove  circonda  il  papal  lo  Jleccato^ 
Sanando  iUorno  fapprefenta  armaio. 

Toftd)  che  fente  il  Tartar  o  fuperbo, 
Cb'a  la  battaglia  il  fuono  fitter  lo  sfida  : 
Non  intol  piu  de  face  or  do  intender  <uerbo  : 
Ma  fe  lancia  del'  letto^  ed  arme  grida  ; 
E  fe  ditnojira  fe  ncl  vifo  acerbo, 
Che  Dcralice  ijlejfa  non  fe  feda 
Di  dirgli  piu  di  pace  ne  di  triegua  : 
Eforza  e  in  fin  the  la  battaglia  fegua* 

46.- 

Subito  s^arma^  edafatica  afpctta 
JDafuoi  fcudieri  i  debiti  fervigi. 
Pot  monta  fopra  il  buon  ca-uallo  in  fretta, 
Che  del  gran  difenfir  fu  di  Parigi  \ 
E  vien  correndo  in  ver  la  piazza  delta 
J]  terminar  con  I' arme  i  gran  litigi. 
Vi  giunfe  il  Re>  e  la  carte  allora  allora  5 
Si  ch'a  faJTalto  fu  poca  dimora. 


41. 

Ev'n  yet  they  ceafe  not  their  aftonlilimentv 
For  the  great  prowefe  I  that  day  difplay'd, 
Greater  than  if  the  Moorifh  armament, 
And  French,  all  enemies  I  roupd  me  had  : 
And  now  can  Ruggier,  youth,  raw,  innocent, 
Singly  oppos'd,  my  life  or  fame  invade  ? 
And  now  I've  Durindan,  and  th'  armour  bright 
Of  Heftor,  then  (hould  Ruggier  you  affright  ? 

42. 

Ah !  why  by  me  firfl  was  not  proof  eflay'd, 
If  I  by  arms  could  gain  you,  mine  to  be  ? 
I  know,  my  worth  had  been  fo  open  laid, 
That  now  the  end  of  Ruggier  you'd  forefee. 
Dry  up  thefe  tears ;  nor  let  for  me  be  made, 
For  heaven's  fake,  fo  fad  an  augury  : 
And  be  affur'd,  'tis  honour  me  has  ftlr'd, 
Not  on  the  Ihield  the  white  depicled  bird. 

43- 

Thus  faid  he :  and  a  full  and  good  reply 
To  him  was  made,  by  th'  nymph  in  faddeft  moan ; 
But  yet  his  purpofe  was  not'chang'd  thereby, 
Tho'  't  might  have  giv'n  a  column  motion. 
'Twas  her  turn  him  to  conquer  by  and  by, 
Tho'  he  of  armour  wearer,  fhe  of  gown, 
And  induc'd  him  to  fay,  {hould  the  King  fpeak 
More  of  accord,  he'd  her  contented  make  : 

44. 

And  had  perform'd  ;  but  foon  as  to  the  fun 
The  bright  Aurora  ufual  convoy  made, 
The  brave  Ruggier  who  wills  that  {hould  be  (hown. 
The  eagle  fine  with  reafon  he  difplay'd, 
To  have  no  farther  interuption  ; 
But  to  make  fhort,  this  flrife  no  more  delay'd; 
Where  the  barrier  the  populace  furround,    [found. 
In  arms  himfelf  prefents,  and  his  {hrill  horn  does 

45- 

No  fooner  did  the  haughty  Tartar  hear 
The  lofty  tone,  to  battle  him  defy'd, 
No  more  a  word  of  concord  would  he  bear ; 
But,  darting  oiit  of  bed,  my  arms,  he  cry'd ; 
And  fnew'd  himfelf  in  afpeft  fo  fevere, 
That  Doralice  herfelf  could  not  confide, 
To  fpeak  to  him  again  of  peace  or  truce, 
So  that,  perforce,  the  combat  now  entiles. 

46. 

Sudden  he  arms ;  and  fcarce  is  patient 
Till  his  attendants  can  have  put  them  on  : 
Then  on  the  gallant  fteed  in  hafte  he  went. 
Which  the  defender  brave  of  France  did  own, 
And  to  the  chofen  plain  full  fpeed  he  bent, 
That  this  great  flrife  might  now  in  arms  be  done. 
The  King  came  there,  the  court  all  prefs'd  away, 
So,  for  th'  aflault,  there  was  but  fmall  delay. 

47- 
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47- 


Pofli  lor  fur o,  ed  aUacciatl  in  tefta 
1  lueidi  efmiy  ed  date  lor  le  lancie. 
Segue  la  tromba  a  dare  il  fegno  prejla, 
Chefece  a  mille  impallidir  le  guande. 
Pojero  fajle  i  cavalieri  in  rejla, 
E  i  corridori  punfero  a  le  pancie, 
E  venner  con  tale  impeto  aferirji, 
Che  parve  il  del  coder,  la  terra  aprirjl. 

48. 

d,  e  quindi  venir  Ji  vede  il  bianco 
ugel)  che  Glove  per  faria  fojtenne^ 
Come  ne  la  Tejfaglia  ft  vide  anco 
Venir  piu  volte,  ma  con  altre  penne. 
Quanta  fia  CutiOy  e  I'altro  ardito,  e  franco , 
Mojtra  il  portar  de  le  rnajjiccie  antenne : 
£  molio  pitt)  ch'a  quello  incontro  durot 
£htal  torri  a  i  venti,  o  fcogli  a  fonde  furo. 

49. 

/  tnticlnjhfwl  del  ne  fono  a  fee  ft, 
Scrive  Turpm  verace  in  quejlo  laoco  j 
Che  dui  o  'tre  giu  ne  tornaro  acce/t, 
Cb'eran  faliti  a  la  if  era  del fuoco. 
I  cavatieri  i  brandi  aveano  preji  ; 
.£,  come  queiy  che  ft  temeano  poco> 
Si  r t tornaro  incontra,  e  a  prima  giunta 
Ambi  a  la  vijta  Ji  ferir  di  punt  a. 

50- 

Ferir -ft  a  la  vijiera  al  primo  tratto, 
E  non  cercaron,  per  metterfi  in  terra, 
Dare  a  i  cavalli  morte  ;  ch'e  mal'atio, 
Ptrch'eJ/i  non  ban  colpa  de  la  guerra. 
Chi  penfa,  che  tra  lor  fojje  talpatto, 
Non  fa  Fufanza  antica,  e  di  molto  err  a. 
Senz'altro  potto  era  vergogna^  e  fa  Ho, 
£  biafmo  eterno  a  chi  feria  il  eavallo. 

51- 

Ferir -fi  a  la  vifiera^  ch'era  doppia, 
Ed  a  pena  anco  a  tanta  furia  rejje. 
Vun  colpo  apprejjb  a  lahro  fi  raddoppia  : 
Le  botte  piu  che  grandiuefon  fpejfe^ 
Che  fpejje  fronde ,   e  ramit  e  gravo^  e  Jlcppia 
E  vfcir  in  van  fa  la  fyerata  tncjje. 
Se  Durindana^  e  Baltfarda  taglia^ 
Sapete^  e  quanta  in  quejle  tnani  vaglia. 

52. 

Ma  degno  di  fe  folpa  ancor  non  fanno, 
Si  Funo  e  raltro  ben  jla  su  I'awifo. 
Ufa  da  Mavdricardo  il  primo  danno. 


Kf, 

la 


E  la  corazza  apertagli  di  /;;.'•; ; 
E  fin  fit  I  vivo  il  crudcl  Lrando  ha  rctto. 
VOL.    II. 


To  them  were  giv'n  their  lances  ;  and  put  on, 
And  lac'd  about  their  heads  their  helmets  bright  : 
The  trumpet  follow'd,  to  give  fignal,  foon, 
Which  made  a  thoufand  faces  change  to  white : 
Each  knight  into  the  reft  his  fpear  puts  down, 
And  his  deed's  paunches  with  his  fpurs  does  finite, 
And  of  fuch  force  with  blows  each  other  cope, 
That  heaven  feems  to  fall,  the  earth  to  ope. 

48. 

This  way  and  that,  now  the  white  bird  you  fe.:, 
Accuftom'd,  Jove  to  carry  thro'  the  air ; 
As  even  yet  he's  feen  in  Thefialy 
Often  to  come,  but  difFrent  wings  does  wear. 
How  one  and  t'  other  are  both  bold  and  free, 
The  mafly  beams  demonftrate  which  they  bear; 
And  much  more,  that,  at  this  encqunter  rude, 
Like  tow'rs  'gainft  winds,  like  rocks  'gainft  waves, 

49.  [they  flood. 

Their  fplinter'd  fpears  mount  up.  to  heaven's  height; 
In  this  place  Turpin  does  the  truth  declare, 
That  two  or  three  defcend  in  flaming  light, 
As  they  had  rifen  to  the  fiery  fphere. 
His  fhining  blade  now  grafped  had  each  knight ; 
And  they,  as  fuch  that  knew  but  little  fear, 
They  wheel  about,  and  at  their  meeting  fierce, 
Both,  with  their  points,  their  vizors  try'd  to  pierce* 

50. 

They  hit  their  vizors  when  they  firft  attack'd, 
And,  to  caft  down  each  other,  did  not  aim 
To  kill  their  horfes ;  that's  an  evil  aft, 
For  they  in  war  no  fhare  had  of  the  blame : 
Who  thinks  amongft  them  they  e'er  made  fuch  pac"r, 
Errs,  as  to  antient  ufe,  nor  knows  the  fame, 
Without  a  contract,  'twas  a  fhame  and  crime,   [him. 
And,  who  IhouJd  wound  a  horfe  had  lafting  blame  on 

51- 

They  hit  their  vizors,  which  were  double  plate, 
And  yet  could  fcarce  fuch  fury  vail  fuflain  : 
One  blow  upon  another  they  repeat, 
The  flrokes,  more  thick  than  hail,  fall  down  amain ; 
Which  down  the  leaves,   boughs,  ftirubs,  and  corn 
And  makes  the  wifh'd-for  harveft  turn     [does  beat, 
If  Durindan  and  Balifard  can  cut,  [out  vain. 

You  know,  and  how,  when  in  fuch  hands  they're  put. 

52. 

.But,  worthy  of  them,  yet,  they  make  no  blow  ; 
So  well  they  both  upon  their  guard  remain  : 
.From  Mandricard  came  forth  the  primal  \voe. 
.By  which  the  brave  Ruggier  was  almofl  ilain. 
From  one  of  thofe  grand  ftrokes,  to  make  they  know, 
His  ihield  was  thro'  the  middle  cut  in  twain, 
And  underneath  lay'd  open  his  cuirafs; 
Then  to  the  quick  the  cruel  fword  did  pafs. 
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.53- 


53' 


L'afpra  percoffa  agghiaccio  il  tor  ml  petto 

Per  dubbio  di  Ruggiero  a  i  circonjlanti. 

Net  cui  favor  fi  conofcea  lo  effettQ 

De  i  piu  incbinar,  Je  non  di  tutt't  quant t. 

Jf  ft  for  tuna  ponej/e  ad  effetto 

J&uel-t  che  la  maggior  parte  vorria  inanti-, 

Gia  Mandricardo  far  i  a  morto^  o  prefo  j 

Si  quelfuo  colpo  ha  tufto'l  campo  offefc.    - 

lo  credo,  che  quakhe  Angel  s'interpofe 
Per  falvar  da  quel  colpo  il  cavaliero. 
Ma  ben  fenza  piu  indugio  gli  rifpofe, 
Terribil  piu  che  n;ai  foffi,  Ruggiero. 
La  fpada  in  capo  a  Mandricardo  pofe  ; 
Ma  fi  lo  fdegno  fu  fubito,  e  fiero , 
E  tal  fretta  g li '  fe,  ch'io  men  fincolpo, 
Se  non  mandl  a  ferir  di  tagKo  il  colpo. 

Se  Balifarda  lo  gimgea  pel  driito> 
L'ehno  d*  Ettorre  era  incantato  in  vans. 
Fuji  del  colpo  Mandricardo  afflitto^ 
Che  fi  lafcio  la  briglia  ufcir  di  mono. 
D'andar  ire  volte  accenna  a  capo  fittot 
Mentre  fcorrendo  va  cfintorno  il  piant 
£>uel  Brigliador^  che  conofcete  al  nome  j 
Dolente  ancor  de  le  mutate  Jome. 

56. 

Calcataferpe  mat  tanto  nan  ebber 
Ne  ferito  lean  fdegno  ^  e  furore , 
Quanta  il  Tartar  o  pci,  cf?e  Ji  riebbf 
Dal  colpo t  che  di  fe  lo  trajje  fuore  r 
E  quant  o  Yira^  e  la  fuperbia  crebbe  ; 
Tanto,  e  piu  crebbe  in  lui  forza^  e  valors* 
Fece  fpiccar  a  Brigliadoro  un  falto     •  . 
Verfo  Ruggieroy  e  alzo  la  fpada  in  alto. 

LevoJJi  in  su  lejlaffe,  ed  a  Felmetto 
Segnolli)  e  ft  crtdette  veramente 
Partirlo  a  quella  vclta  Jin'al  petto  : 
Ma  fu  di  lui  Ruggier  piu  di/igente, 
Che  pria,  che'lbrac:io  fcenda  a  I  duro  effetto 
Gli  caccia  fotto  la  fpada  pungente  ; 
E  gli  fa  ne  la  maglia  ampia  fineftra, 
Che  fitto  difendea  I'afcella  dejira. 

.58. 

E  Balifarda  al  fuo  ritorno  trajje 
Di  fuori  il  fangue  tepidc^  e  vermigtto  : 
E  "vifto  a  Durindana^  che  calajji 
Impetnofa  cor^  tanto  periglio  ; 
Benche  fin  su  la  grappa  fi  piegaffe 
Ruggier  o,  e  per  dolor Jt ring ejje  il  ciglio, 
E  s'elmo  in  capo  avea  di  peggior  tempre, 
Gti  era  quelco/po  memarabil  fetnpre. 


The  blow  fevere  the  heart  in  each  breaft  froze 
O'  th'  ftanders-by,  now  for  Ruggier  in  doubt; 
For  whofe  fuccefs,  th'  affeftion,  each  one  knows, 
Of  moft  inclin'd,  if  not  of  all  throughout : 
And  did  but  fortune  in  effect  difpofe, 
What  greatefl  part  before  in  wifhes  fought, 
Ere  now  had  Mandricard  been  dead,  or  feiz'd ; 
So  much  his  ftroke  had  all  around  difpleas'd. 

54- 

I  think  fome  angel  ftept  into  the  way, 
To  fave,  from  that  dire  ftroke,  the  cavalier : 
But  to  him  anfwer'd  well,  without  delay, 
More  terrible  than  e'er  he  was,  Ruggier  : 
His  fword  on  th'  head  of  Mandricard  did  lay, 
But  fo  his  rage  was  fudden  and  fevere, 
And  fo  much  hafte  he  made,  lefs  blame  I  throw, 
He  fent  not,  with  the  edge  to  ftrike,  the  blow. 

55- 

Had  Balifard  right  paffage  to  him  found, 
In  vain  was  Heeler's  Helmet  fated  fo  : 
So  ftunn'd  was  Mandricardo  by  the  wound, 
That,  from  his  hand,  the  bridle  he  let  go. 
Three  times  he  fignal  made  to  fall  to  ground  : 
Around  the  piazza,  fcouring  on,  went  now 
That  Brigliador,  by  name  to  you  well  known, 
Who,  for  his  burthen  chang'd,  ev'n  yet  did  moan. 

56. 

The  trodden  ferpent  ne'er  fuch  rage  immenfe, 
Nor  wounded  lion  e'er  had  fuch  difdain, 
As  had  the  Tartar  ;  now  come  to  his  fenfe 
From  that  ftroke,  which  him  from  himfelf  had  ta'en  : 
And  as  his  pride  increas'd,  and  the  offence, 
So  force  and  valour  grew  in  him  again  : 
He  makes,  a  leap  dart  forward  Brigliador 
Tow'rds  Ruggier,  and  on  high  his  weapon  bore. 

57- 

He  on  his  ftirrups  rofe,  and  flroke  he  try'd 
Juft  on  his  helmet ;  and  with  furety  meant, 
Down  to  his  breaft  this  time  him  to  divide  : 
But  Ruggier  was  than  him  more  diligent, 
And  ere  his  arm  fell,  to  fuch  ill  apply'd, 
His  poignant  weapon  underneath  him  fent ; 
And  in  his  coat  of  mail  wide  op'ning  made, 
Which  his  right  arm-pit  to  defend  was  laid. 

58. 

And  Balifard,  at  its  returning,  rent 
From  thence  the  crimfon  blood  with  tepid  vein : 
And  forbids  Durindan,  in  it's  defcent 
Impetuous,  fuch  p«ril  to  maintain : 
Tho'  himfelf  almoft  to  the  crupper  bent 
Ruggier,  and  did  his  brow  contract  with  pain, 
And  of  worfe  temper  were  his  helmet  wrought, 
This  blow  by  him  had  never  been  forgot. 

59- 
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59- 


Ruggier  non  cejffa  ;  e  fpinge  il  fuo  cavalh, 
£  Mandricardo  al  dejiro  fianco  treva, 
Qv.ivi  fcelta  finezza  di  metallo, 
E  ben  conduit  a  tempra  poco  girrua 
Contra  la  fpada,  che  mat  non  fcende  in  fallo, 
Che  fu  incantata  non  per  altra  pro-ua, 
Che  per  far,  ch'afuoi  colpi  nulla  vaglia 
Piajlra  incantata,  ed  incantata  maglia. 

6a. 

Taglionne  quanta  ella  ne  prefe,  e  in/ieme 
Lafcio  ferito  il  Tar  tar  o  net  fianco  ; 
Che  I  del  bejlernmia,  e  di  tant'ira  fremey 
Che'  I  tempejiofo  mare  e  orribil  tnanco  : 
Or  $'  apparecchia  a  por  le  forze  ejlreme. 
Lo  fcudo,  eve  in  azurro  e  I'augel  bianco, 
Vitrto  da  fdegno  fi  git  to  lontano  ; 
E  mife  ai  brands  e  Funa  e  V  altra  mono, 

61. 

Ah,  dijje  a  lui  Ruggier,  fenza  piu,  bajli 
A  moftrar,  che  non  merti  quella  infegna  ; 
C  V  tu  la  getti,  e  dianzi  la  tagliajli, 
Ne  potrai  dir  mat  piu,  cbe  ti  ccnvegna. 
Cofi  dicendo  forza  e,  ch'egli  attafli 
Con  quanta  furia  Durindana  vegna  ; 
Che  ii  gii  grava,  e  ft  gli  pefa  in  front  et 
Che  piu  leggier  potea  cadervi  un  monte. 

62. 

E  per  mezzo  gli  fend  e  la  vijiera  : 
Euon  per  lui,  che  dal  vifo  ft  difcofla  : 
Poi  calo  iu  rarcion,  che  f  errata  era, 
Ne  lo  difefe  averne  doppia  crojla. 
Giunfe  al  fin  su  I'arnefe  ;  e  come  cera, 
L'aperfe  con  la  falda  fopra  pojla  j 
E  fen  gravemente  ne  la  cofcia 
Ruggier^  Ji  ch'ojjai  Jlette  a  guarrir  pofcia. 

63- 

De  Vun^  come  de  Paltro,  fat  to  rojje 
II  fangue  I'arme  ai'ea  ccn  doppia  riga  : 
Tal,  che  diver  fo  era  il  parer,  chi  fojje 
f)i  /or,  c'avej/e  il  meglio  in  quella  briga. 
Ma  qucl  dulbio  Ruggier  tojlo  rimojje 
Con  la  fpada  che  tanti  ne  caj 


59- 


Mfna  di  punta  ;  e  drizza  il  colpo  crude, 
Onde  gittato  avea  colui  lo  fcudo. 

64. 

Fora  de  la  corazza  il  la  to  tnanco, 
E  di  venire  al  cor  trova  la  ftrada, 
Cbe  gli  entra  piu  d'un  palnio  fopra  ii  fianco 
i';,  cl>e  convien,  che  Mandicardo  cada 
D'ogni  ragion,  che  puo  ne  I'augel  iianco, 
O,  che  puo  aver  )ie  la  famofa  fpada  j 
E  de  la  car  a  vita  cada  injiftne, 
Che  piu,  ihf  fpada,  e  fcudo  ajjai  gti  preme. 


Ruggier  ne'er  ceas'd,  and  prefs'd  his  palfrey  on, 
And  Mandricard's  left  fide  he  did  invade  ; 
There  chofen  fleel,  where  fineft  polifh  flione, 
And  well-condufted  temper,  gave  no  aid 
Againft  that  fword,  that  ne'er  in  vain  falls  down, 
And  for  no  other  proof  was  fated  made, 
Than  to  caufe  'gainft  it's  ftrokes  (hould  nought  avail, 
Enchanted  breaft-plate  and  enchanted  mail. 

60. 

It  cut  where-e'er  it  took,  nor  e'er  gave  o'er, 
Till  in  the  Tartar's  flank  it  left  a  wound  ; 
Who,  heav'n  blafpheming,  did  with  fury  roar, 
The  fea  tempeftuous  does  lefs  horrid  found : 
Now  he  prepar'd  to  ufe  his  utmoft  pow'r; 
The  Ihield,  with  eagle  white  on  azure  ground, 
O'ercome  with  rage,  far  from  him  cafts  away, 
And  to  his  weapon  both  his  hands  does  lay. 

61. 

Ah !  to  him  faid  Ruggier,  enough  you've  fhown, 
That  you  this  enfign  merit  not  to  bear, 
Which  you  before  have  cut,  now  from  you  thrown, 
Nor  that  it  fuits  you  can  you  more  declare  : 
To  him  thus  fpeaking  was  by  force  made  known, 
With  how  great  fury  Durindan  came  there, 
Which  heavy  prov'd,  and  weigh'd  fo  on  his  front, 
That  lighter  on  him  could  have  fall'n  a  mount. 

62. 

And  thro'  his  vizor  cleft  itfelf  convey'd, 
Well  for  him  that  it  went  befide  his  face  : 
Then  on  his  faddle  fell,  of  iron  made, 
Nor  him  defends,  tho'  double  coat  it  has ; 
Then  on  his  armour  fell ;  it  open  laid, 
As  't  had  been  wax,  tho'  plated  on  that  place, 
And  on  his  thigh  fo  grievoufly  it  fmote 
Ruggier,  long  time  'twas,  ere  to  rights  he  got. 

63- 

Of  one  and  t'  other  now  vermilion  grown 
The  armour  was,  with  double  ftream  of  blood ; 
That  'mongft  them  diff  rent  was  th'  opinion. 
In  the  difpute,  which  on  beft  footing  flood. 
But  this  their  doubt  Ruggier  removed  foon 
With  his  good  blade,  which  many  had  fubdu'd; 
Aims  with  the  point  and  guides  the  cruel  blo\v, 
From  whence  had  caft  away  his  fhield  the  foe. 

64. 

Of  his  cuirafs  the  left  fide  he  does  bore, 
And  at  his  heart  to  pafs  found  out  the  way, 
That  "bove  his  flank  it  went  a  palm  or  more, 
So  that  now  Mandricard  afide  muft  lay 
All  thoughts,  by  him  the  white  bird  could  be  wort. 
Or  that  he  could  the  famous  fword  difplay : 
And  his  dear  life  muft  with  them  down  be  laid, 
Much  more  important  than  a  fhield  or  blade. 

R  2  65. 
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65. 


Ne  men  quel  niefchin  fenza  vendetta  : 
Ch'a  quel  medefmo  tempo*  che  fu  colto, 
La  fpada*  poco  fuat  meno  di  fretta  \ 
Ed  a  Ruggiero  avria  partita  il  volto* 
Segia  Ruggier  nan  gli  ave/e  inter cetta 
Pritna  la  forza*  e  ajjai  del  vigor  to/to  ; 
Di  forza,  e  di  vigor  troppo  gli  to l/e 
Dianzi*  cbe  fotto  il  dejlro  braccio  il  colfe. 

66. 

Da  Mandncardo  fu  Ruggier  percojfo 
AW  punto*  cb'egli  a  lui  tolfe  la  vita : 
Tal  cb'un  cercbio  di  ferro*  onto  cbe  grojfo, 
E  una  cuffia  d'acdar  ne  fu  partita. 
Durindana  taglio  cotenna*  ed  ojfo* 
E  nil  capo  a  Rvggier  entro  due  dita. 
Ruggier  Jl  or dito  in  terra  fi  river  fa, 
E  difangue  un  rufcel  dal  capo  verfa. 

67. 

Ilprtmo  fu  Ruggier*  ch'andb  per  terra  : 
E  di  poijlette  "faltro  a  coder  tanto* 
Cbe  quafi  crede  cgnun,  che  de  la  guerra 
Riporti  Mandricardo  il  pregio,  e  il  vanto  ; 
E  Dora  lie e  fua*  che  con  gli  altri  erra* 
E*  cbe  quel  di  piu  volte  ha  rifo*  e  pianto, 
Dio  ringrazio  con  mani  al  cielfupine^ 
Oavejft  avuta  la  pugna  tal  fine. 

68. 

Mapoi*  ch'appare  a  manifefti  fegni 
Vivo  chi  vive*  e  fenza  vita  il  morto  ; 
Ne  i  petti  de  i  fautor  mutano  regni, 
Di  la  mejtizia*  e  di  qua  vien  conforto. 
I  Re*  i  Signor*  i  cavalier  piu  degni 
A  Ruggier*  cb'a  fatica  era  riforto* 
A  rallegrarji*  ed  abbracciarh  vanno  : 
E  gltria  fenza  fine*  e  onor  gli  danno. 

69. 

Ognun  si1  allegro  con  Ruggier,  e  ftnte 
Iltnedejmo  nel  cor*  c'ha  ne  la  bocca. 
Sol  GradaJJo  il  penfier  ha  dijferente 
Tutto  da  quel*  cbe  fuor  la  lingua  jcocca  : 
Mojlra  gaudlo  nelvifo^  e  occultamente 
Del  gloriofo  acquijlo  invidia  il  tocca, 
E  maledice  ojia  dejlino*  o  cafo ; 
Jlqual  trajfe  Ruggier  prima  dal  vafo. 

70. 

Che  diro  del  favor  ?  che  de  le  tante 
Cartzze*  e  tante  affettuofe  e  vere* 
Chefece  a  quel  Ruggier  il  Re  Agramante^ 
Se>za  ilqual  dare  al  vente  le  bandiere* 
J^e  volfe  muovcr  d'  Africa  le  piante^ 
$Je  ftnza  hi  ft  fido  in  tante  fcbiere : 
Or*  cbe  del  Re  dgricane  ba  fpento  il  feme* 
Prezza  piu  lui*  che  tutto  il  mondo  in  fume. 


The  wretch  without  his  vengeance  did  not  die  j 
For,  at  the  felf-fame  time  that  he  was  hit, 
The  fword,  but  little  his,  he  fwift  lets  fly, 
And  of  Ruggier  the  vifage  he  had  fplit, 
If  Ruggier  had  not  the  firft  force  put  by, 
And  great  deal  of  the  vigour  ta'en  from  it : 
His  force  and  vigour  much  from  him  he  took 
Before,  when  under  his  right  arm  he  ftruck. 

66. 

A  blow,  by  Mandi  icard,  Ruggier  was  fmote, 
The  inflant  he  from  him  his  lite  had  ta'en, 
Such  that  an  iron  circle,  tho'  'twas  ftout, 
And  fleely  net-work,  thence  was  cleft  in  twain. 
Membrane  and  bone  did  Durindana  cut, 
And  Ruggier's  head,  two  fingers,  enter'd  in  : 
Ruggier,  quite  ftunn'd,  lay  on  the  earth  revers'd, 
And,  from  his  Ikull,  of  blood  a  river  burft. 

67. 

The  firft  to  earth  defcending  was  Ruggier; 
And  t'  other  flay'd  fo  long  ere  he  fell  down, 
That  almoft  all  believ'd,  that  of  the  war 
Mandricard  bore  the  palm  and  the  renown : 
His  Dor'lice  too,  who  with  the  reft  did  err, 
And  who,  that  day,  oft  chang'd  her  fmile  to  frown, 
With  hands  fupine,  to  heav'n  her  thanks  did  fend, 
For  that  this  battle  had  fo  happy  end. 

68. 

But  when  'twas  feen,  by  tokens  manifeft, 
Alive  who  lives,  and  without  life  the  dead, 
The  fway  was  chang'd  in  each  the  fav'rer's  breaft, 
From  this  fide,  forrow,  from  that,  comfort,  fled  : 
The  Kings,  the  Lords,  and  knights  the  worthieft 
To  Ruggier,  who,  with  pain,  now  rais'd  his  head, 
To  fhew  their  gladnefs  and  embrace  him  go, 
Highly  applaud  him,  and  great  rev'rence  fhow. 

69. 

All  with  Ruggier  rejoic'd,  and  fentiment 
The  fame  was  in  their  fpeech,  as  in  their  heart ; 
Gradafs  alone  had  thoughts  quite  different 
From  thofe,  which  from  his  tongue  he  did  impart ; 
Joy  in  his  looks  he  fhew'd  ;  in  fecret,  rent 
With  envy,  at  this  conqueit's  glorious  part : 
And  curs'd,  if  chance,  or  deftiny,  it  was, 
That  had  drawn  Ruggier  firft  from  out  the  vafe. 

70. 

What  mail  I  of  repeated  favours  fay  ? 
What  of  carefles,  true,  affectionate, 
Which  Agramant  to  Ruggier  did  difplay  ? 
Without  whom,  to  the  wind  no  banners  fet, 
Nor  would  he  ftir  one  foot  from  Africa, 
Nor  truft,  without  him,  to  his  army  great : 
Now  that  extinct  is  Agricane's  fon, 
More  than  the  world  he  prizes  him  alone. 

7J. 
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Ne  di  tolvaknta  It  no  mini  foil 
Eran  verfo  Ruggier,  ma  le  dtnnt  ancc, 
Che  a"  Africa,  e  di  Spagna  fra  gti  Jtucli 
Eran  venute  al  tenitorio  Franco. 
E  DoraliieJleJTa^  cbe  con  duoli 
Piangea  Famante  fuo  pallido,  e  bianco,, 
Forfe  con  Fa  lire  ita  farebbe  infctxera, 
Se  di  vergogna  vn  duro  fren  non  era. 

72- 

10  dico  forfe ;  win,  th'io  ve  Faccerti  : 
Ma  potrebbe  tffer  ftato  di  legguro  : 
Tal  la  bellezza,  e  tali  erano  i  merti, 
I  coftumi,  e  i  fembianti  di  Ruggiero. 
Ella  per  quel^  che  gia  ne  fiam  efperti, 
Si  facil  era  a  variar  penftero  ; 

Che  per  non  ft  veder  prrva  d  Amor* 
A'vria  potuto  in  Ruggier  porre  il  cure. 

Per  lei  buono  tra  vivo  Mandricardo  : 
Ma  che  ne  volea  far  dopo  la  morte? 
Proveder  le  convien  d*un,  che  gagliardo 
Si  a  notte  e  di  ne'fuoi  bifogni,  e  forte. 
Non  erajlato  intanto  a  venir  tardo 

11  piu  perito  medico  di  corte  ; 

Che  di  Ruggier  veduta  ogni  feriia 
Gia  I'avea  ajjicurato  de  la  vita. 

Con  molta  diligenza  il  Re  Agramante 
Fece  colcar  Ruggier  ne  le  fue  tende  ; 
Che  notte  e  di  vcder  fe'l  vuole  inante, 
Si  Varna,  eft  di  lui  euro  ft  prende. 
Lofcudo  al  letto,  e  Far  me  tutte  quant  e, 
Che  fur  di  Mandricardo,  il  Re  gli  append/, 
Tutte  le  appends,  eccetto  Durindana, 
Che  fu  lafciata  al  Re  di  Sericana. 

Con  Far  me  Faltre  fpoglie  a  Ruggier  fono 
Date  di  Mandruardo ;  e  irjierne  data 
Gli  e  Brigliador,  quel  dejlritr  bello,  e  buono, 
Cbe  per  furor  Orlando  avea  lafciato. 
Poi  quello  al  Re  diede  Ruggier  in  dono  ; 
Che  s'awidf,  cb'aj/ai  gli  faria  grata. 
Non  piu  di  quefto  ;  che  tornar  bifogna 
A  chi  Ruggiero  in  van  fofpira,  e  agogna. 

Gli  amorofe  tormenti,  che  fcjlenne 
Bradamante  afpettando,  to  v'ho  da  dire. 
A  Montalbano  Ippalca  a  lei  rivenne, 
E  nuova  learreca  del  fuo  defire. 
Prima  di  quanta  di  Frontin  le  awenne 
Con  Rodomonte>  Febbe  a  riferire. 
Poi  di  Ruggier  ;  che  ntrovba  la  font  e, 
Con  RicciardettOy  t  i  frati  d'  Agrifmontf. 


Nor  were  of  fuch  good-will  the  men  alone, 
Tow'rds  Ruggier,  but  the  ladies  were  the  fame, 
Who  in  the  troop,  from  Spain  and  Afric  gone, 
Of  France  into  the  territories  came  : 
And  Doralice  herfelf,  who,  with  her  moan, 
Did  o'er  her  lover  pale  and  wan  exclaim, 
Perhaps  had,  with  the  reft,  been  in  the  train  ; 
But  modefty  impos'd  a  rigid  rein. 

72. 

I  fay,  perhaps ;  nor  will  affirm  for  true  ; 
But  fhe  might  poffibly  have  been  fo  light ; 
Such  was  the  beauty,  fuch  the  merit  due, 
The  manners  of  Ruggier,  the  femblance  bright ; 
She,  by  what  once  we  by  experience  knew, 
So  eafy  was  her  former  thoughts  to  flight, 
That,  not  depriv'd  of  love  herfelf  to  find, 
She  might,  to  Ruggier,  have  her  heart  indin'd. 

73- 

For  her,  when  living,  Mandricard  was  fit ; 
But  what  would  fhe  do  now  he's  dead  and  gone  ? 
A  gallant  one  and  ftout  it  fuits  her  get, 
That  night  and  day  her  bus'nefs  might  be  done. 
In  the  mean  time  came  there,  with  footfteps  fleet, 
Phyfician,  the  moft  fkill'd,  the  court  had  fhewn, 
Who  of  Ruggier  exam'ning  ev'ry  wound, 
Pronoimc'd  his  life  he  out  of  danger  found. 

74- 

King  Agramant,  with  utmoft  induftry, 
In  his  own  tent  made  them  repofe  Ruggier  ; 
That  him  he,  night  and  day,  might  near  him  fee, 
He  lov'd  him  fo,  and  of  him  took  fuch  care  : 
To  th'  bed  the  fhield  and  all  the  arms,uhat  be 
Of  Mandricard,  he  caus'd  be  hung  up  there ; 
All  he  hung  up,  excepting  Durindan, 
For  that  was  left  to  th'  King  of  Serican. 

75- 

The  other  fpoils  Ruggier's  ordain'd  to  have, 
With  th'  arms  of  Mandricard,  and  with  them  join'd 
Was  Brigliador,  that  horfe  fo  ftout  and  brave, 
Which,  in  his  rage,  Orland  had  left  behind  ; 
And  after  to  the  King  this  Ruggier  gave, 
Perceiving  it  a  prefent  to  his  mind. 
No  more  of  this,  as  I  muft  now  return        [mourn. 
To  her,  who  for  Ruggier  in  vain  does  figh  and 

The  torments  amorous  which  ftill  did  pain 
Bradamant  waiting,  I  muft  here  reuite. 
Hippalc  came  back  to  her  to  Montalban, 
And  brought  her  news  of  her  fo  wifh'd-for  mate* 
Firft  of  all,  that  which  happen'd  to  Frontin 
With  Rodomont,  to  her  fhe  had  to  ftate  ; 
Then  of  Ruggier,  whom  fhe  found  at  the  font, 
With  Ricckrdet,  and  kin  of  Agrifmont. 

77' 
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77- 

E  che  con  ejjo  lei  s'era  partita 
Confpeme  di  trovare  il  Saracino ; 
E  punirlo  di  quanta  avea  fallito 
D'aver  tolto  a  una  donna  ilfuo  Front  ins  j 
E  che' I  difegno  poi  non  gli  era  ufcito, 
Perchediverfo  avea  fatto  il  camming : 
La  cagione  anco,  perche  non  venijfe 
AMontalban  Ruggier ,  tutta  le  dijje. 

E  rlfenlle  le  parole  apieno, 
Ch'infuafcufa  Ruggier  le  avea  cdmmejje. 
Poi  ft  trajfe  la  letter  a  dl  feno, 
Ch'egli  le  die,  perch' ella  a  lei  la  dejje. 
Con  vifo  piu  turbato,  che  fereno, 
Prefe  la  carta  Bradamante  e  lejfe  : 
Che  fe  non  foffe  la  credenza  Jlata 
Cia  di  veder  Ruggier,  fora  piu  grata. 

79- 

L'aver  Ruggier  ella  afpettato ;  e  In  vece 
Dilui,  vederfiora  appagar  d 'un  fcritto  j 
Del  bel  vifo  turbar  I' aria  lefece 
Di  timor,  di  cor  dog  It  o,  e  di  defpitto. 
Bacib  la  carta  diece  volte,  e  diece^ 
Avendo  a  chi  la  fcrijje  il  cor  diritto. 
Le  lagrime  vietar,  che  suvi  fparfe, 
Che  co  fofpiri  ardenti  ella  non  I'arfe, 

80. 

LeJJe  la  carta  quattro  volte,  e  fel ; 
E  volfe,  ch'cltrettante  I'imbafiiata 
Repiicata  le  fojje  da  colei, 
Che  I" una  e  I'altra  avea  quivi  arreeata, 
Pur  tuttavia  piangendo,  e  crederei 
Che  mat  non  ft  faria  piu  racchetata, 
Se  non  avej/e  avuto  pur  conforto 
Di  rivedtr  ilfuo  Ruggier  di  cor  to. 

81. 

Terming  a  ritornar  quindici,  o  venti 
G'urni  avea  Ruggier  tolto,  ed  offer mato 
L'avea  ad  Ippalca  poi  con  giuramenti 
Da  non  temer,  che  mai  fojje  ma  neat  o. 
Chi  m'ajficura,  oime,  de  gli  accidenti 
Ella  dicea,  c'ban  forza  in  ogni  lato  ? 
Ma  ne  le  guerre  piu,  che  non  dijlorni 
Alcun  tanto  Ruggier,  che  piu  non  tcrni  ? 

82. 

Oime,  Ruggier,  cjme,  chi  avria  creduto, 
C'avendotl  amato  to  piu  di  mejlej/a, 
Tu  piu  di  me,  non  ch'a/tri,  nia  potuto 
Abbl  amar  genie  tua  nitnica  efprej/a  ? 
A  chi  opprinter  dovrefti,  doni  aiuto  ; 
Chi  tu  dovrejll  altar,  e  da  te  opprej/a. 
Non  fofe  biafmo,  o  laude  ejjer  ti  credi ; 
Ch'ai  premiar,  e  al  punir  ft  pcco  vtdi. 


77- 

And  that  with  him  herfelf  fhe  alfo  went, 
In  hopes  of  finding  out  the  Saracin, 
And  for  his  fault  inflict  fit  punifhment, 
For  taking  from  a  maiden  her  Frontin  : 
And  that  vain  turn'd  out  to  him  his  intent, 
As  by  a  diff'rent  road  he  did  incline  : 
The  reafon  alfo  why  came  not  away 
Ruggier  to  Montalban,  the  whole  did  fay. 

78. 

And  fully  to  her  all  the  words  did  fhew, 
Which,  in  excufe,  he  did  to  her  commit : 
Then,  from  her  bofom,  forth  the  letter  drew, 
He  gave  to  her,  that  fhe  might  give  her  it : 
With  a  more  troubled,  than  a  pleafing  view, 
Bradamant  took,  and  read,  that  which  he  writ; 
Which,  but  for  that  fhe  thought  fhe  fhould  have  feen 
Ruggier  ere  this,  would  have  more  grateful  been. 

.  79' 
She,  wifhing  for  Ruggier,  and,  in  his  place, 

A  writing  only  to  content  her  fight, 

Caus'd  be  difturb'd  the  air  of  her  fweet  face, 

By  fear,  by  grief  of  heart,  and  by  defpite  ; 

Repeated  kifTes  to  the  paper  lays, 

Her  heart  directing  to  whom  there  did  write  : 

Her  tears  forbid,  there  fprinkled  from  her  eyes, 

The  paper  burning,  from  her  fcorching  fighs. 

80. 

The  paper  o'er  and  o'er  again  fhe  read  ; 
And  will'd,  as  many  times  the  embafly 
Should  by  her,  to  her,  o'er  again  be  faid, 
Which  both  of  them  had  had  repeatedly  ; 
All  the  while  weeping  ;  and,  to  think  I'm  led, 
She  never  more  had  refted  quietly, 
If,  for  her  comfort,  fh'ad  not  certain  known, 
That  fhe,  again,  fhould  fee  her  Ruggier  foon. 

81. 

Fifteen  or  twenty  days,  for  his  return, 
The  term  Ruggier  had  ta'en,  and  promife  made, 
And  after  to  Hippalca  he  had  fworn, 
She  need  not  fear  he'd  let  it  be  delay'd. 
Who  can  from  chances  me  fecure,  forlorn  ! 
That  power  liave,  on  ev'ry  fide  ?  fhe  faid, 
But  moft  in  war,  fome  one  mayn't  turn  afide 
Ruggier  fo  much,  here  ne'er  his  fteps  hell  guide. 

82, 

Ah  me  !  Ruggier,  ah  me  !  who  could  believe, 
That,  than  myfelf,  I  having  more  lov'd  you, 
You  more  than  me  into  your  love  receive, 
Not  only  others,  but  your  very  foe  ! 
Whom  to  opprefs  you  ought,  thofe  you  relieve ; 
And  thofe  you  ought  to  aid,  you  overthrow  : 
I  know  not  if  you  praife  or  blame  regard, 
Brittle  intent  to  punifh  or  reward. 
3  83. 
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83- 


Fu  rxorto  daTroian,  nonfofelfai^ 
Jl  padre  tuo,  ma  fin' u  i  JaJJl  il  fanno; 
E  tu  del  figlio  di  Troian  euro  bai, 
Che  non  riceva  akun  difnor  ne  df<nno. 
E  quejla  la  vendetta^  che  ne  fal 
Ruggier  o  ?  e  a  quei^  cbe  vindicate  F  fauna, 
Rendi  tal  premio ;  che  del  fangue  loro 
Me  fat  rnorir  dijlrazio^  e  dl  martoro  ? 

-84. 

Dicea  la  donna  alfuo  Ruggiero  abfentc 
Quejle  parole^  ed  altre  lagrimando^ 
Non  una  fela  volta ,  ma  fovente. 
Ippalca  h  venia  pur  confortando, 
Che  Ruggier  ferver  ebb  e  inter amente 
Sua  ffde>  e  cb'ella  rafpsttajje,  quando 
Altro  far  non  pot  ea  ;  fin' a  quel  giorno, 
C'avea  Ruggier  prefcritto  alfuo  ritorno. 

85. 

1  conforti  d"lppalcat  e  la  fperanza, 
Che  de  gli  amant't  fuole  e/fer  compagna, 
A  la  tema^  e  al  dolor  tolgon  poj/anza 
Di  far,  che  Bradamantc  ogn'ora  piagna. 
In  Montalban  ftnza  mtttar  mal  ftanza 
yogl'ton,  che  fin' alt  ermine  rimagna, 
Fin'al  promejfo  termine,  e  giurata, 
Chepoifu  da  Ruggier  male  ojfervato. 

86. 

Ma  cVegli  a  la  promejfa  fua  mancaffe^. 
Fan  pero  debbe  aver  la  colpa  ajfatto  ; 
Cb'una  caufa,  ed  uri  altra  ft  lo  trajjey 
Cbe  gli  fu  forza  prefer  ire  i  I  potto. 
Convenne,  che  nil  letto  Ji  colcajje  : 
E  piu  d'un  mefe  JtJieJJ'e  di  piatto 
In  dubbio  di  morir ;  Ji  il  dolor  crelbe^ 
Dopo  la  pugna,  che  colTartaro  ebbe. 

87. 

L'innamorata  giovane  Pattefe 
Tutto  quel  giorno,  e  defiollo  in  vano  ; 
Ne  mai  ne  fe\$e->  fvor  quanta  n'intefe 
Or  a  da  Ippalca,  e  pot  dal  fuo  Germano  j 
Cbe  le  narrO)  che  Ruggier  lui  difefe^ 
E  Aialagigi  liber o,  e  f^iviano. 
£hiefta  novella ;   anccr  c'avejje  grata ; 
Pur  di  qualche  amarezza  era  turbata. 

88. 

Che  di  Marffa  in  quel  difcorfo  udito 
L'alto  valor,  e  le  bellezze  avea  : 
Udi-,  come  Ruggier  s'era  partita 
Con  ejjo  lei-,  e  che  cTandar  di.ea 
La,  dove  con  difagio  in  deboljito 
Malficuro  Agramante  ft  tenea. 
Si  degna  compagnia  la  donna  lauda^ 
Ma  non,  cbe  fe  n'allegri^  o  cbe  T applauda, 


Your  fire,  I  know  not  if  you  know  it,  flnin 
By  Trojan  was,  but  ev'n  the  ftones  do  know  j 
And  you  the  fon  take  care  of,  of  Trojan, 
That  he  may  not  receive  difgrace  or  woe. 
Is  this  the  vengeance  which  by  you  is  ta'en, 
Ruggier  ?  And  thofe,  who  him  revenged  fo, 
Such  reward  give  yon,  that  me,  of  their  race, 
You  put  to  death,  by  pangs  and  tortures  bafe  ? 

84. 

To  her  Ruggier,  tho'  abfent,  faid  the  dame, 
Thefe  words  and  others,  while  her  tears  fhe  fhed, 
Not  one  time  only,  but  repeats  the  fame : 
Tender  Hippalca  her  now  comforted  : 
That  Ruggier  would  preferve  his  faith  from  blame, 
And  that  fhe'd  wait  for  him  fhe  counfelled, 
As  fhe  nought  elfe  could  do,  till  th'  happy  morn, 
Ruggier  appointed  for  his  fix'd  return. 

85. 

The  comforts  of  Hippalc,  and  hope's-  bright  ray, 
Of  lovers  ufual  companion, 
Of  fear  and  grief  the  power  took  away, 
To  caufe  that  Bradamant  fhould  caufelefs  moan. 
In  Montalban  they  now  refolv'd  to  flay, 
Until  the  time  appointed  fhould  come  on, 
Until  the  promis'd  time,  by  oath  declar'd, 
Which  Ruggier  after  did  but  ill  regard. 

86. 

But  that  he  fail'd,  in  what  he  promifed, 
No  cenfure  ought  he  to  incur  thereby ; 
For  difF'rent  caufes  fo  afide  him  led, 
That  he,  by  force,  his  contract  muft  pafs  by. 
'Twas  fit  that  he  repofe  himfelf  in  bed, 
And  that,  more  than  a  month,  he  quiet  lie, 
In  doubt  of  death  ;  fo  much  increas'd  his  pain 
After  the  fight,  which  he  did  o'er  the  Tartar  gain. 

87- 

Th'  enamour'd  virgin  does  for  him  attend 
All  the  whole  day,  and  wifh'd  for  him  in  vain ; 
Nor  e'er  knew,  fave  what  fhe  did  comprehend, 
Now  from  Hippalca,  from  her  brother  then ; 
Who  told  her,  that  Ruggier  did  him  defend, 
And  fet  free  Malagige  and  Vivian  : 
Tho'  grateful  to  her  was  this  news  exprefs'd, 
Yet  fome  fmall  bitternefs  did  her  molefl. 

88. 

For  of  Marphife,  in  this  difcourfe,  was  fhewn 
The  valour  high  and  beauty  which  fhe  had  ; 
She  heard  Ruggier  along  with  her  was  gone, 
And  that  together  there  they  went,  he  faid,. 
Where,  in  ill  plight  and  feeble  ftation, 
But  ill  defended  Agramante  flay'd  : 
The  nymph  then  prais'd  fuch  worthy  company  ; 
But  prais'd  not  in  herfelf,  nor  pleas'd  could  be. 

8c/. 
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Ne  picciol  e  il  f  of  petto,  che  la  preme ; 
Che  fe  Marfifa  e  bella,  come  bafama, 
E,  che  fin' a  quel  di  feen  giti  infteme, 
E  maraviglia,  fe  Ruggier  non  Cama. 
Pur  non  vuol  creder'anco  ;  e  fpera,  e  teme  ; 
E'l  giorno,  che  la  puofar  lieta,  e  grama, 
Mifera  afpetta,  e  fofpirandoj}a]ft 
Da  Montalban  mai  non  movtnda  i  pajfi. 

Stando  ella  quivi,  il  Principe,  e  il  Signort 
Del  bel  ca/iello ,  il  primo  de  fuoi  frati  ; 
Jo  non  dico  d'etade,  ma  d'onore 
Che  di  lui  prima  dui  n'erano  nati, 
Rinaldo ;  che  di  gloria,  e  di  fplendore 
Gli  ha  come  il  Sol  le  fielle,  illuminati  ; 
Giunfe  al  cajlello  un  giorno  in  su  la  nona ; 
Nefuor,  ch'un  paggio,  era  con  lui  perfona. 

91. 

Cagion  del  fuo  venir  fu ;  che  da  Brava 
Ritornandofi  un  dt  verfo  Parigi ; 
Come  v'bo  detto,  che  fovente  andava 
Per  ritrovar  d' Angelica  vejfigi, 
Avea  fentita  la  novella  prava 
Del  fuo  Viviano,  e  del  fuo  Maligigi, 
Ch'eran  per  efjer  dati  al  Muganzefe, 
E  percio  ad  Agrifmonte  la  via  preje. 

92. 

Dove  intendendopoi,  ch' eran  falvati 
E  gli  avverfari  lor  morti,  e  dijlruiti  ; 
E  Marfifa,  e  Ruggier  eranoftati, 
Cbe  gli  aveano  a  quei  termini  ridutti  \ 
E  Juoi  fratelli,  e  fuoi  cugintornati 
A  Montalban  infieme  erano  tutti ; 
Gli  parve  ogn'ora  un'anno  di  trovarji 
Con  ejjo  lor  la  dentro  ad  abbracciarfi. 

93. 

Venne  Rinaldo  a  Montalbano,  e  quivi 
Madre,  e  moglie  abbraccio,  figle,  e  fratelli, 
E  i  cugini,  eke  dianzi  eran  captivi : 
E  parve,  quando  egli  arrivo  tra  qnelli, 
Dopo  gran  fame  trending,  cb'arrivi 
Col  cibo  in  bocca  a  i  pargcletti  augelli  : 
E  poi  ch'un  giorno  vi  fuftato  o  dui, 
PartiJJi,  e  fe  part  ire  altri  con  lui. 

94. 

Ricciardo,   Alardo,  Ricdardetto,  e 
Figh  d' Among  il  piii  vccchio  Guicciardol 
Malagigi,  e  Vivian,  ft  furon  meffi 
In  arme  dietro  al  Paladin  gagliardo  ; 
Bradamante  afpettando,  che  s'apprejfi 
11  tempo,  ch'al  dijiofito  ne  vien  tardo  ; 
Infer  ma,  dij/e  a  fuoi  fratelli,  ch'era, 
E  non  volfe  con  lor  venir  in  fchicra. 


Nor  a  fufpidon  fmall  did  her  torment ; 

For  if,  as  fame  reports,  Marphifa's  fair, 

And  if  they,  to  this  day,  together  went, 

If  Ruggier  loves  her  not,  'tis  fomewhat  rare  : 

Yet  won't  believ  't ;  'twixt  hope  and  fear  flic's  rent. 

The  day,  which  grief  or  joy  can  caufe  her  there, 

Wretched  experts  ;  and,  fighing,  there  (he  flay'd. 

Nor  from  Montalban  e'er  her  Heps  convey'd. 

90. 

At  this  fair  cattle,  as  fhe  flood  one  day, 
The  Prince,  the  Lord,  he  of  her  brethren  prime, 
Not  in  their  age,  b.ut  honour,  I  would  fay, 
For  two  of  them  there  had  been  born  'fore  him, 
Rinald,  who  glory,  fplendor,  does  convey 
To  them,  as  to  the  flars  the  fun  fublime, 
Came  to  the  caftle  one  day,  about  noon, 
Except  a  page,  none  him  attending  on. 

91. 

Caufe  of  his  coming  was,  that,  on  a  day, 
From  Brave  to  Paris  going  back  again, 
AS  I  have  told,  that  oft  he  took  his  way, 
The  footfteps  of  Angelica  to  gain, 
The  evil  news  he  heard  the  people  fay, 
Of  his.  dear  Malagige  and  Vivian, 
Who  to  the  Maganzefe  were  to  be  fent, 
Wherefore  the  road  for  Agrifmont  he  went. 

92.' 

Where  hearing  after,  they  in  fafety  were, 
And  all  their  enemies  deitroy'd  and  flain, 
And  that  Marphife  it  had  been,  and  Ruggier, 
Who  fuch  advantages  for  them  did  gain  ; 
And  that  his  brothers,  and  his  kindred  dear, 
Had  turn'd  together  all  for  Montalban. 
Every  hour  a  year  to  him  does  feem, 
Till,  to  embrace  them,  he  could  get  to  them, 

93- 

Rinaldo  came  to  Montalban,  and  there 
His  mother,  wife,  fons,  brothers,  did  embrace, 
And  coufms,  who,  before  that,  captives  were; 
And  feems  to  them,  in  coming  to  that  place, 
As  fwallow,  who,  in  hunger  great,  does  bear 
Meat  in  her  bill,  to  feed  her  little  race  : 
And,  after  flaying  there  a  day  or  two, 
He  went,  and  made  the  others  with  him  go. 

94- 

Amon's  fons,  Richard,  Alard,  Ricciardet, 
And,  of  them  all  the  eldeft,  Cuicciardo, 
Malagige,  Vivian  in  arms  did  get, 
And  after  the  brave  Paladin  did  go  : 
Bradamant,  for  th'  approaching  time  did  wait, 
Which,  to  her  wifhes,  feem'd  in  coming  flpw  : 
She  told  her  brothers  that  fhe,  being  weak, 
Would  not  with  them  a  journey  undertake. 

95- 
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E  ben  lor  dijje  il  ver,  ch'ella  era  inferma, 
Ma  non  per  febbre,  o  torpor al  dolor e. 
Era  il  dijio,  che  I' alma  dentro  infer ma , 
E  le  fa  alterazion  patir  d'amore. 
Rinaldo  in  Montalbanpiu  nonjifermay 
E  feco  mena  di  fua  genie  i  I  fore. 
Come  a  Parigi  appropinquojjc,  e  quanta 
Carlo  aiutOy  vi  dira  faltro  canto. 


95- 

And,  that  (he's  weak,  to  them  quite  truth  (he  faid, 

But  not  of  bodily  or  fev'rous  pain  : 

It  was  defire  which  did  her  mind  invade, 

And  the  hot  fit  of  love  caus'd  her  fuftain. 

Rinald  at  Montalban  no  longer  ftay'd, 

The  flower  of  his  people  in  his  train  : 

How  he  to  Paris  came,  and  fervice  great 

Did  for  King  Charles,  next  canto  I'll  relate, 

M. 


CANTO    XXXI. 


CHE  doke  piu  che  piu  giocondo  JJato 
Saria  di  queld'un  amorofo  core  ? 
Che  viver  piu  felice,  epiu  beato, 
Che  ritrovarft  in  fervitu  d'  A  more  ? 
Se  non  foj/e  I'uom  fempre  /limolato 
Da  quelf of  petto  rio,  da  quel  timore, 
Da  quel  martir,  da  quella  frenefta , 
Da  quella  rabbia,  detta  gelcfia  ? 

2. 

Pero,  ch'ogn'altro  amaro,  che  ft  pone 
Tra  quejla  foavijjima  dolcczza, 
E  un'augumento,  ui  a  perfezione  ; 
Ed  un  condurre  Amor  a  piufnezza. 
L'acque  parer  fa  faporite  e  buone, 
La  fete  e  il  cibo  pel  digiun  s'apprfzza. 
Non  conofce  la  pace,  e  non  la  Jilma , 
Chi  provato  non  ha  la  guerra  prima. 

Se  ben  non  vcggon  gll  ccchi  do  che  vtde 
Ogn'ora  il  core,  in  pace  ft  fopporta . 
Lojiar  lontano  pot  quando  ft  riede9 
Quanta  pix  lungofu  piu  riconforta. 
Lojlare  in  fervitu  fe nza  mercede, 
Pur  che  non  rejli  lafperanza  morta, 
Patir  Ji  PUO^  che  preinio  al  ben  fervire  ; 
Pur  viene  alfin,  fe  ben  tarda  a  venire. 

4- 

Gli  fdegni,  h  repulfe,  e  fnalmente 
Tutti  i  martir  d'  Amor,  tutte  lepene, 
Fan  per  lor  rimembranza,  cbe  Ji  fente, 
Con  ir.iglior gujlo  unpiacer*  quamlo  viene, 
Ma  fe  r infernal  pejle  un'egra  mente 
Awien,  che  infetti,  ammorbi,  ed  ai>veleney 
Se  ben  fegue  poi  feJici->  ed  a  Hegrezza , 
Non  la  c ura  I'amante,  e  non  Pappriz.%a, 
VOL,  II. 


WHAT  fweeter,  what  more  pleafurable  ftatc, 
Can  be,  than  that  which  am'rous  heart  does 
What  life  more  happy,  what  more  blefled  fate,  f_mare  • 
Than  the  foft  fetters  of  love's  yoke  to  wear  ? 
Were  not  man  ftung,  at  fuch  continued  rate, 
By  that  fufpicion  direful,  by  that  fear, 
By  that  affliction,  by  that  frenefy, 
By  that  diftracYion  we  call  jealoufy. 

2. 

Since  every  other  bitter,  which  is  known 
To  interfere  with  this  delicious  fweet, 
Serves  to  augment  it  to  perfection, 
And  conduct  love  to  tafte  more  exquifite  : 
Thirft  makes  ev'n  water  go  with  relim.  down, 
And  fading  renders  valuable  meat. 
Peace  they  efleem  not,  nor  its  bleflings  know, 
Who  ne'er  the  ills  of  war  did  undergo. 

Tho'  the  eyes  fee  not  that,  which  does  furvey 
The  heart  each  hour,  we  this  in  peace  fuftain  ; 
For,  on  return  from  diflance  far  away, 
The  farther  'twas,  more  comfort  we  obtain : 
In  fervitu  de,  without  reward,  to  ft  ay, 
Provided  dead  our  hope  does  not  remain, 
We  may  endure  :  reward,  for  fervice  great, 
Does  come  at  laft,  altho'  in  coming  late. 

Difdains,  repulfes,  ev'ry  pain  of  love, 

And  finally  all  am'rous  martyrdoms, 

By  their  remembrance  caufe  we  better  prove. 

With  higher  tafte,  each  pleafure  when  it  comes ; 

But  if  th'  infernal  peft  fick  mind  does  move, 

Infects,  diftempers,  and  to  poifon  dooms, 

Tho'  after  follow  joys,  feftivides, 

The  lover  heeds  them  not,  nor  them  does  prize. 

S  5- 


130 


ORLANDO    FU  R  1  0  S  O. 


Canto  31. 


e  la  cruday  e  awelenata  piagay 
A  cui  non  val  liquor ,  non  vale  imnajlro^ 
$Te  murmur  Cy  ne  imagine  di  fagOy 
Ne  val  lungo  ojjervar  di  henigno  ajlroy 
Ne  quanta  efperienza  d'arte  maga 
Fece  mai  I' inventor  fno  Zoroaftro, 
Piaga  crude!  che  fcpra  ogni  dolor  e, 
Conduce  fuoniy  che  difperato  muore. 

6. 

O  incur  all  1  piagay  che  nel  petto 
D'un'amatory  ft  facile  s'imprimey 
Nonmenperfalfoy  che  per  ver  fofpettty 
Piaga,  che  I'uom  fe  crudetmente  opprime 
Che  la  ragion  gli  offufcdy  e  rintellettOy 
E  lo  trae  fuor  de  le  fembianze  prime : 
O  iniqua  geloftay  che  coft  a  tortOy 
Levajli  a  Br  adamants  ogni  con forto. 

Non  di  quejioy  (he  Ippalcay  e  che'lfr attllo 
Le  avea  nel  cor'amaramente  imprejjb ; 
Ma  dico  d'uno  annunzio  crudo,  efelloy 
Che  le  fu  data  pochi  giorni  apprejfo. 
Quejfaera  nulla,  a  paragon  di  quelky 
Ch'io  vi  dirOy  ma  dopo  alcun  digrejjo. 
Di  Rinaldo  ho  da  dir  primieramentey 
Che  ver  Parigi  vien  con  lafua  gente. 

8. 

Sconiraro  il  di  feguente  in  ver  la  fera 
Un  cavaliery  ch'avea  una  donna  al  fiancOy 
Confcudo,  efoprawejla  tutta  nera, 
Se  non  che  per  traverfo  ha  tin  fregio  bianco  ; 
Sftdo  a  la  giojlra  Ricciardetto,  ch'era 
Dinanzi,  e  vifta  avea  di  guerrier  franco  } 
£  quely  che  mai  neffun  ricufar  volje, 
Giro  la  Iriglia9  e  fpazio  a  correr  tolfe. 

9- 

Senza  dir'altroy  o  piu  notizia  darji 
De  fejjer  lor,  ji  vengono  a  I'incontro. 
Rinaldo,  e  gli  altri  cavalier  fer  mar  fly 
Perveder^  come  feguiria  lo  fcontro. 
Tojto  coftiti  per  terra  ha  da  verfarji, 
Se  in  luogo  fermo  a  mio  modo  lo  incontroy 
Dicea  fra  fe  medefmo  RicciardettOy 
Ma  contrario  al  penfter  fegui  Veffetto. 

Ip. 

Peroy  che  lui  fotto  la  vijta  offefc, 
Di  tanto  colpo  il  cavalier  i/lranOy 
Che  lo  leva  di  fella  e  lo  diftefe 
Piu  di  due  lance  al  fuo  dejirier  lontano. 
Di  vendicarlo  incontinente  prefe 
Uajfunto  Alardo  e  ritrovojji  al  piano 
SiorditOy  e  male  acconcio,  efefucrudoy 
Lo  fcontro  fiery  che  gli  fpezzo  lofcudo. 


This  is  the  cruel  and  envenom'd  wound, 
Where  balm  nor  plaifter  can  relieve  the  fmart, 
Nor  witches,  images,  nor  mutt'ring  found, 
Nor  fcience  in  kind  ftars,  can  aid  impart, 
Nor  all  th'  experience  Zoroafter  found, 
Himfelf  inventor  of  the  magick  art : 
This  wound  fevere,  'bove  other  agony, 
Makes  wretched  man  in  defp'rate  way  to  die. 

6. 

O  wound  incurable  !  impreffion 
That  ftamps  fo  eafily  on  lover's  breaft, 
Not  lefs  by  falfe  than  true  fufpicion  ; 
Wound,  by  which  man  fo  deadly  is  opprefs'd, 
That  reafon,  judgment,  is  in  darknefs  thrown, 
And  drags  him  from  his  former  joy  and  reft  : 

0  jealoufy  unjuft,  thro'  fancy  vain, 

Thou  haft,  from  Bradamant,  all  comfort  ta'en. 

7- 

1  mean  not  that,  her  brother  on  her  heart, 
Or  that,  Hippalca  bitterly  imprefs'd, 

But  mean  a  cruel  meflage,  full  of  fmart, 
Which  was,  few  days  before,  to  her  exprefs'd  : 
This  bore,  compar'd  to  t'other,  little  part, 
Which  I'll  relate,  when  fomewhat  I've  digrefs'd: 
For  of  Rinaldo  I  have  firft  to  fpeak, 
Who,  with  his  people,  did  tow'rds  Paris  make. 

8. 

They  met,  the  foll'wing  day,  towards  the  night, 
A  knight,  who  by  his  fide  a  lady  had, 
With  fhield,  and  fave  the  trimming  crofs  it  white ; 
In  upper  veft  entirely  fable  clad  : 
Ricciardet  firft  call'd  him  in  tilts  to  fight, 
As  he  of  warrior  free  the  mien  difplay'd  ; 
And  he,  that  e'er  refufal  gave  to  none, 
Turn'd  round  his  bit,  and  took  fit  fpace  to  run. 

9- 

Without  more  notice  giv'n,  or  aught  elfe  faid, 
Who  they  might  be,  they  come  to  the  eflay  : 
Rinald  and  th'  other  knights  attentive  ftay'd, 
How  might  conclude  this  meeting,  to  furvey  : 
Soon  fhall  this  man  upon  the  earth  be  laid, 
If  him  I  meet,  firm,  in  my  ufual  way, 
Within  himfelf,  thus  Ricciardetto  fpoke  ; 
But,  to  his  thought,  reverfe  eifedl  it  took. 

10. 

As  him,  beneath  the  vizor,  did  offend 
The  ftranger  knight,  with  ftroke  fo  violent, 
That  hoifts  him  from  his  feat,  and  off  does  fend, 
Far  from  his  horfe,  more  than  two  fpears  extent : 
Him  to  revenge,  immediately  did  tend 
To  the  aflault  Alard  :  to  earth  he  went, 
Stunn'd,  and  in  evil  plight:  fo  cruel  was 
Th'  encounter  fierce,  it  broke  his  /hield  like  glafs. 
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ii. 

Guicciardo  pone  incontinente  in  re/la 
L'a/la,  che  vede  i  duo  germani  in  terra  \ 
Benche  Rinaldo  gridi,   Rejla,  rejla, 
Che  mia  convien  che  Jia  la  terza  guerra: 
Ma  Felmo  ancor  non  ha  allacciato  in  te/Jat 
Si  che  Guicciardo  al  corfo  fi  dijjerra  ; 
N*e  piu  de  gli  altri  fi  feppe  tenere, 
E  ritrovoffi  fubito  a  giacere. 

12. 

Vuol  Ricciardo,  Viviano^  e  Malagigi, 
E  Pun  prima  de  I'altro  ejjer  in  giojtra^ 
Ma  Rinaldo  pon  Jine  a  i  lor  litigi^ 
Che  innanzi  a  tutti  armato  Ji  dimojlra  \ 
Dicendo  lory  E  tempo  ire  a  Parigi ; 
E  faria  troppo  la  tardanza  noftra, 
S'io  volejji  afpettarjin  che  ciafcuno, 
Di  voi  fojfe  abbattuto  ad  uno  ad  uno. 

Dijftl  trafe ;  ma  non  chefojjl  intefo, 

Che  faria Jiato  a  gli  altri  ingiuria,  e  f cor  no* 

L'uno  e  faltro  del  campo  avea  gia  prefot 

E  Ji  faceano  incontro  ajpro  ritorno. 

Non  fu  Rinaldo  per  terra  dijlefo, 

Che  valea  tutti  gli  altri  ch'avsa  intorno : 

Le  lance  Ji  fiaaar,  come  di  vetro  ; 

Ne  i  cavalier  Ji  piegar' oncia  a  dietro. 

14. 

L'uno  e  I'altro  cavallo  in  guifa  urtoffe^ 
Che  lor  fu  forza  in  terra  a  por  le  groppe. 
Baiardo  immantinente  ridrizzojje, 
Tanto  ch'a  pena  il  correr  interroppe. 
Sinijiramerite  Ji  fahro  percofje, 
Che  lafpalla^  e  la  f.  hen a  injiemi  roppe. 
II  cavalier,  che' I  de/lricr  n:orto  vede^ 
Lnfcia  lejiajfe)  ed  e  fubito  in  piede. 

Ed  al  figlio  a"  Amon^  che  gia  rivolti 
Tarnava  a  lui  conh  man  vofa,  dijfe, 
Ssgnor  il  buon  dejlrier,  che  tu  m'hai  to/t09 
Perche  caro  mi  fu^  mentre  che  vijje^ 
AH  faria  ujcir  del  mi:  debito  molto^ 
Se  coji  itivendicatofi  rnorijfe. 
Si  che  vientene  e  fa  do  che  tu  puoi ; 
Perche  battaglia  ejjer  convien  tra  noi, 

16. 

Dijje  Rinaldo  a  luiy  Se'l  deftrier  mortoy 
E  nan  altro  ci  de  por  re  a  battaglia. 
Vn  de'miei  ti  daro*  piglia  conferto^ 
Che  riser,  del  ti,o  non  crederbt  che  vaglia, 
Colui  foggiunfe  "t  Tu  fei  mal  accorto, 
Se  creder  vuo:,  che  d'un  dejlrier  mi  caglia  ; 
Mapci  che  non  comprendt  do  ch'io  vog!iot 
Ti  Jpiegaro  piu  cbiaramentc  il foglio. 


Guicciard  his  fpear  dire<5l  to  th'  reft  apply'd, 
As  his  two  brothers  he  call  down  does  fee, 
Altho'  Stay,  ftay,  aloud  Rinaldo  cry'd, 
For  this  third  fight,  'tis  fit,  belongs  to  me  ; 
But  to  his  head  his  helm  he  had  not  ty'd: 
So  that  Guicciard  did  to  the  onfet  flee  ; 
Nor,  than  the  reft,  could  better  feat  maintain, 
And  fuddenly  on  earth  found  himfelf  lain. 

12. 

Vivian,  Richard,  Malagige,  attend, 
Each  before  other  the  tilt  to  eflay  ; 
But  to  die  ftrife  Rinaldo  put  an  end, 
Who  fhew'd  himfelf,  'fore  all,  in  arm'd  array  : 
Declaring,  Time  'tis  we  to  Paris  bend  ; 
And  it  would  prove  in  me  too  great  delay, 
If  I  fhould  tarry  here,  till  ev'ry  one 
Of  ye,  by  turns,  ftiould  now  be  beaten  down. 

I3- 

T'  himfelf  he  fpoke  ;  but  to  be  heard  by  none  ; 
For  this,  to  th'  reft,  injurious  fcorn  would  prove  : 
Now  fcope  of  ground  had  taken  either  one, 
And  back  again  to  lharp  encounter  move  : 
Rinaldo  was  not  to  the  earth  caft  down, 
His  prowefs  all  the  others  was  above  : 
As  they  were  glafs,  to  bits  their  lances  fly, 
Nof  in  the  leaft  would  the  knights  backward  ply. 

14. 

Both  one  and  t'other  fteed  pufh'd  on  fo  hot, 
Them,  on  their  rumps,  to  ground  the  force  did  bear. 
Baiard  immediately  upright  got, 
That  fcarce  was  interrupted  his  career  : 
The  other  fo  unluckily  h'ad  fmote, 
Shoulders  and  back  together  fractur'd  were. 
The  cavalier,  who  dead  his  palfrey  view'd, 
His  ftirrups  quits,  and  foon  on  foot  he  ftood. 

And  unto  Amon's  fon,  who  turn'd  again, 
Now  came  to  him,  with  hand  unarm 'd,  and  faid, 
Sir,  the  brave  horfe  which  you  have  from  me  ta'en, 
As  him,  when  living,  in  efteem  I  had, 
Would  caufe  me  flight  the  duty  on  me  lain, 
If  he  thus  die,  without  fit  vengeance  paid  : 
Wherefore  come  on,  and  now  your  utmoft  do, 
For  combat  muft  be  try'd  betwixt  us  two. 

1 6. 

Rinaldo  anfwer'd,  If  the  palfrey  dead, 
And  nothing  elfe  muft  caufe  us  battle  give, 
One  I'll  beftow  of  mine,  be  comforted, 
Of  not  lefs  worth  than  your's,  as  I  conceive. 
T'other  reply'd,  You  ftrangely  are  mifled, 
If  you,  that  I  regard  a  horfe,  believe  ; 
But,  fmce  you  comprehend  not  what  I  mean, 
To  you  the  cafe  more  clearly  I'll  explain. 

S    2  I". 
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/r?  dir,  eke  mi  parr 'la  commetterfalloy 
Ss  con  la  fpada  non  ti  provaffi  anco, 
E  non  fcp'JJi-i  ft  in  queft'altro  ballo 
Tu  mi  fa  part ,  o  fe  piu  vali,  o  manco. 
Come  ti  piace y  o  fcendi,  ojiaacavalh^ 
Pur  che  le  man  tit  non  ti  tenga  al  franco  •> 

10  fan  contents  ogni  vantaggio  darti^ 
Tanto  a  la  fpada  bramo  di  provartu 

18. 

Rinaldo  molto  non  lo  tenne  in  lunga^ 
E  diffe^  La  battaglia  tiprometto, 
E  perche  tu  fia  ardito^  e  non  ti  punga 
Di  quefti,  c'ko  d'intorno  alcitn  fojpetto  ; 
Andranno  innavzi^  fin  cb'io  U  ragg;ung&, 
Ne  meco  rejlera  fuor  cb'un  Valletta, 
Che  mi  tenga  il  cavalle  ;  e  coft  dijjcy 
A  la  fua  conipagnia,  che  fe  ne  gijft- 

19. 

La  cortejia  del  Paladin  gag-liar  do 
C(Hr,niendo  molto  il  cai'alierojirano. 
Srnonto  Rinaldo,  e  del  dejirier  Baiardo 
Diede  a  I  Valletta  le  redine  in  mano. 
E  poi  che  piu  non  vede  il  fuafiendardi, 

11  qual  di  lungo  fpazio  e  gia  lontano, 
Lofcudo  imbraccia  e  ftringe  il  Lrando  fiero 
E  sfida  a  la  battaglia  il  cavaliero. 

20. 

E  qui-oi  fincominda  una  battaglia , 
Di  ch'altra  mal  non  fu  piu  fiera  in  vifta  ; 
blsn  crede  l'un,  che  tanto  Faltro  vaglia^ 
Che  troppo  lungamente  }i  rejijia. 
Ma  pot,  die1 1  paragon  ben  It  ragguaglia^ 
Ne  1'un  de  Paltro piu  ? allegro  o  atirijiay 
Pongon  Vorgoglio,  ed  il  furor  da  pa-rte, 
Ed  alvantaggio  loro  afano  cgn'ont. 

21. 

S'odon  lor  colpi  dlfpietati^  t  crudi^ 
Intorno  rimbombar  confuono  orrendo  : 
Ora  levando  i  canti  a'grojfi  fcudi, 
Schiodando  or  piajire,  e  quando  maglie  cprendo  : 
Ne  qui  bifogna  tanto,  che  fijludi 
A  ben  ferir^  quanta  a  par ar,  volendo 
Star  Puno  a  I'altro  par ;  ctfeterno  danno 
Lor  puo  caufare  ilprimo  error,  che  fanns, 

22. 

Duro  PaJJallo  uriora,  e  piu  fke'l  mezo. 
D'unaltxa,  ed  era  il  So/  gia  fotto  I'or.df  j: 
Ed  era  fparfo  il  tenebrofo  rezo 
De  rOr-izon,  fin'titejiremefponde. 
NC  ripofato,  o  fatto  ahro  inter mezo. 
Aveano  a  le  percojje  furibonde 
Quejliguerrier,  che  non  iray  o  rancor ey 
Ma  tratto  a  farms  avea  difio  d'unore. 


I  fay  'twould  feem  I  fhould  a  fault  commit^ 
If  with  your  fword  again  you  be  not  try'd ; 
Nor  fliould  I  know,  if,  in  fuch  other  fight, 
You  me  can  match,  or  o'er  me  might  prefide  : 
Jufl  as  you  pleafe,  on  horfeback  flay,  or  light, 
So  that  your  hands  you  hold  not  at  your  Cdej 
I'm  pleas 'd  to  you  each  'vantage  to  afford, 
So  much  I  wifli  to  prove  you  at  the  fword. 

18. 

Rinaldo  did  not  him  long  time  detain  ; 
But  faid,  I  promife  this  fight  fhall  go  on  : 
And,  as  you're  brave,  that  you  may  have  no  pain 
For  thefe  about  me,  nor  fufpicion,. 
They  fhall  proceed,  till  them  I  join  again, 
Nor  of  my  valets  fhall  remain  'bove  one, 
Who  may  my  courfer  hold :  and  then  did  fay 
To  his  whole  company,  Purfue  your  way. 

19. 

Of  the  flout  Paladin  the  courtefy 
Was  much  commended  by  the  flranger  knight : 
Rinald  difmounts ;  of  Baiard,  his  palfrey, 
Into  his  valet's  hand  he  gives  the  bit : 
And,  when  no  more  his  flandard  he  could  'fpy, 
Which,  by  long  fpace,  is  diflant  now  from  fight* 
He  grafps  his  fhield,  and  draws  his  weapon  dire, 
And  to  the  combat  did  the  knight  require. 

20. 

And,  on  the  fpot,  was  now  commenc'd  a  fight, 
Than  which  ne'er  other  was  more  fierce  difplay'd : 
The  one  believ'd  not  t'other  had  fuch  might, 
As  was  for  each  too  long  refiflance  made  : 
But  fmce,  as  equals,  they  were  match'd  fo  right, 
Nor  one  than  other  was  more  joy'd  or  fad, 
Their  haughtinefs  and  rage  they  cafl  apart, 
And  tow'rds  their  'vantage  exercis'd  each  art. 

21. 

Their  mercilefs  and  cruet  flrokes  you  hear, 
On  ev'ry  fide,  with  horrid  noife  refound  ; 
While  from  their  fhlelds  immenfe  the  fides  they  tear, 
Armour  unrivetted,  and  mail  unbound  : 
Nor  need  fo  much  there  is,  they  fhould  take  care 
Smartly  to  hit,  as  parry,  if  their  ground 
They'd  equal  keep  ;  for  everlafting  woe 
The  firft,.  that  error  makes,  muit  undergo. 

22. 

An  hour  and  half  th'  afTault  continued, 
And  now  the  fun  was  funk  beneath  the  fea  ; 
And  no\v  the  gloomy  darknefs  was  o'erfpread, 
To  the  horizon's  utmofl  boundary  : 
Nor  had  or  paufe  or  interruption  made, 
Unto  their  flrokes  of  dire  ferocity, 
Thefe  warriors,  whom  not  ranc'rous  fpite  or  ire 
Had  drawn  to  arms,  but  honour's,  fole  defire. 
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Rivolve  tuttavia  tra  fe  Rinaldo, 
Chi  fia  Feflraneo  cavalier  si  forte : 
Che  non  pur  gli  fta  contra  ardito,  e  fahlo, 
Ma  fyejfi  H  mena  a  rifchio  de  la  morte  j 
E  gia  tanto  travaglio,  e  tanto  caldo 
Glibupofto,  che  del  fin  dub  it  a  forte  ; 
E  vckntier,  fe  confuo  onor  potejfe^ 
Vorrla,  che  quella  pugna  rimanejfe. 

24. 

Da  Taltra  pa'te  il  Cavoliero  ijlranat 
Che  fimllmente  non  avea  notizia, 
Che  quel  fo/e  il  Signor  di  Mwtalbanoy. 
<*)uel  slfamofo  in  tutta  la  milizra  ; 
Che  gli  avea  incontra  con  lafpada  in  mono 
Condotto  cos}  poca  nimicizia  : 
Era  certo,  che  d'uom  di  piu  eccellenza 
Nonpotejfin  dar  I'armeefperienza. 

25. 

Vorrebbe  de  I'imprefa  ejfer  d;g:uno, 
Ch'avea  di  vendicare  iifuo  cavallo\ 
E  fe  poteffefenza  biafmo  a'cuno, 
Si  trarria  fuor  del  perigliofo  hallo  : 
11  mondo  era  gia  tanto  of  euro,  e  bruno, 
Che  tutti  i  colpi  quaji  ivano  in  fallo. 
Poco  fer'tre+  e  men  parar  fapeano^ 
Ch"appena  in  man  le  fpade  ft  vedeano. 

26. 

Fu  quel  da  Montalbano  il  primo  a  dire, 
Che  far  battaglia  non  denno  a  Fcfcuroy 
Ma  quella  indugiar  tanto ,  e  d:fferirey 
Ch'aveffe  dato  vdta  il  pigro  Arturo ; 
E  che  pub  intanto  at  padiglion  venire? 
Ove  di  fe  non  far  a  men  fecuro  ; 
Ma  fervitO)  onsrato,  e  ben  veduto, 
Quanta  in  loco,  ove  mat  fojje  venuto. 

27. 

Non  bifogno  a  Rinaldo  pregar  molto, 
Che'l  cortefe  Baron  tenne  Finvito. 
Ne  vanno  infieme,  ove  il  drappel  raccolta 
Di  Montalbano  era  inf.curo  ftto. 
Rinaldo  al  Juo  fcudiero  avea  gia  to/to 
Un  belcavallo,  emolto  benguernito^ 
Afpada,  e  land  a,  e  ad  ogni  prova  buono, 
Ed  a  quel  cavalier  fattone  done, 

28. 

//  guerrier  peregrin  conobbe  quello 
Ejfer  Rinaldo,  che  venia  con  ejjb  ; 
Che  prima  che  giungeffero  a  roftelloy 
Venuto  a  cnfo  era  a  nomar  fe  Jiijfo ; 
£,  perche  I'un  de  I'altra  era  fratelh^ 
Si  fenti  dtnlro  di  dolcczza  opprejfi, 
E  di  pietofo  ajfetti  tocco  il  core, 
£  lagrimar  f>er  gaudio,  e  per  amore, 


23- 

During  this  time  Rinald  does  ruminate 
Who  this  ftrange  cavalier  might  be,  fo  flout; 
Who  not  alone  refills  with  courage  great, 
But  him  to  rifque  of  death  does  often  put ; 
And  him  to  fo  vafl  toil,  and  fo  much  heat, 
Has  drove,  that  much  he  of  the  end  may  doubt  j, 
And  would,  if  it  with  honour  could  be  done, 
Give  his  confent  this  combat  to  poflpone. 

24. 

On  t'other  part,  the  flranger  cavalier, 
Who,  in  like  manner,  had  in  no  way  known 
The  Lord  of  Montalban  was  prefent  there, 
He  in  all  warlike  art  of  fuch  renown, 
Who  'gainft  him  as  he  fword  in  hand  did  bear, 
To  him  fo  little  enmity  had  mown  ; 
Was  fure,  in  arms  th'  highefl  experience 
Could  not  produce  a  man  of  greater  excellence*. 

He  willingly  this  enterprize  would  ceafe, 

Which  he  began  to  vindicate  his  freed  : 

And,  if  he  could,  fuflaining  no  difgrace, 

From  out  this  dang'rous  dance  he  would  recede. 

The  world,  by  this  time,  brown  and  darken'd  was, 

That  to  no  purpofe  all  their  flrokes  proceed  : 

Little  to  flrike,  to  parry  lefs  they  knew, 

As  fcarcely  in  their  hands  their  fwords  they  view. 

26. 

He  of  Montalban  was  the  firft  to  fay, 
To  fight  in  darknefs  thus  it  is  not  meet, 
Nor  to  defer  it  mould  be  more  delay 
Than  till  the  Bear-flar  turns  with  lazy  feet : 
And,  the  mean  time,  he  in  nis  tent  might  flay, 
Where,  as  himfelf,  he'd  find  fecure  retreat, 
Attended,  honour'd,  and  well  look'd  upon, 
As  e'er  h'ad  been  in  place  where  he  had  gone.. 

27- 

No  need  Rinaldo  had  much  to  in  treat, 
The  courteous  Lord  his  offer  did  embrace  ; 
They  go  together,  where  the  troop  was  met 
Of  Montalban,  in  well  defended  place  : 
From  his  Efquire  then  did  Rinaldo  get 
A  noble  fteed,  whom  trappings  rich  did  grace;, 
With  fword  and  lance,  for  ev'ry  trial  good, 
And  to  this  knight  he  them  in  gift  beilow'd.. 

28. 

The  flranger  warrior  this  perfon  knew 
To  be  Rinald,  who  along  with  him  came  ;- 
For  that,  ere  they  the  lodgment  got  unto, 
By  accident  he  mentioned  hLs  name  : 
And  as  it  prov'd  that  brothers  were  they  two,, 
He  felt  a  tendernefs  that  him  o'ercaine, , 
Which  did  his  heart  with  foft  affection  move, 
That  he  forbore  not  tears-,  thro'  joy  and  love. 
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29- 

Qttefto  guerrier  era  Guidon  Selvaggio 
Che  dianzi  con  Marffa,  e  Sanfonetto, 
E  if  gli  d' Olivier  mo /to  viaggio 
Aveafatto  per  mar,  come  v'ho  detto. 
Di  non  veder  piu  tojlo  il  fuo  legnaggio 
II  fellon  Pinabel  gli  avea  interdetto  ; 
Auendol  prefo,  e  a  bada  poi  tenuto 
A  la  difefa,  del  fuo  riojlatuto. 

Guidon,  che  quejlo  ejjer  Rinaldo  udio 
Fainofofepra  ogni  famofo  duce, 
Ch'avitto  avea  piu  di  veder  dijio, 
Che  non  ha  il  cieco  la  perduta  luce  : 
Con  molto  gaudio  dijj'e,  0  Signor  mio, 
Qnalfortuna  a  combatter  mi  conduce 
Con  voi,  che  lungamente  ho  amato,  ed  amo, 
E  fopra  tut  to  il  mondo  onorar  bramo  ? 

31- 

Mi  partori  Coflanza  ne  le  ejtreme 
Ripe  del  mar  Eufno  :  lofon  Guidone, 
Concetto  de  lo  illuftre,  inclitofeme, 
Come  ancor  voi,  del  gene  r  of  o  Amone. 
Di  voi  vedere,  e  gli  altri  nojlri  infteme 
11  defiderio  e  del  venir  cagione  ; 
E,  dove  mia  intenzion  fu  d'onorarvi, 
Mi  veggo  ejfer  venuto  a  ingiuriarvi. 

32. 

Mafciifimi  appo  voi  d'un  error  tanto, 
Ch'io  non  ho  voi,  ne  gli  altri  conofciuto  ; 
E,  s'emendaft  puo,  ditemi  quanto 
Far  debbo,  elfin  do  far  nulla  rifiuto. 
Pot  che  Ji  fu  da  qucjto,  e  da  quel  canto 
De'  complejji  iterati  alfm  venuto, 
Rifpofe  a  lui  Rinaldo  ;  Non  vi  caglia 
Meco  fcufarvi  piu  de  la  battaglia. 

Che  per  certificarne,  che  voi  fete 

Di  nojtra  antica  flirpe  un  vero  ramo, 

Dar  miglior  teflimonio  non  potete, 

Che" I  gran  valor,  ch'in  voi  chiaro  proviamo. 

Se  piu  pacifiche  erano,  e  quiet  e 

Voftre  maniere,  mal  vi  credevamo  ; 

Che  la  damma  non  genera  il  leone, 

Ne  le  colombe,  Vaquila,  o  Ufa/cone. 

34- 

Non  per  andar,  di  ragionar  lafciando, 
Non  di  feguir,  per  ragionar,  lor  via  : 
Vennero  h  i  padiglioni ;  ove  narrando 
11  buon  Rinaldo  a  la  fua  compagnia, 
Che  queflo  era  Guidon,  che  difiando 
Veder,  tanto  afpettato  aveano  pria ; 
Molto  gaudio  apportb  ne  le  fue  fquadre, 
E  parve  a  tutti  a/imigliarft  al  padre. 


29. 


This  warrior  was  the  favage  call'd  Guidon, 
Who  with  Marphife  before,  and  Sanfonet, 
And  Oliviero's  fons,  much  way  had  gone 
By  fea,  as  heretofore  I  did  relate : 
His  feeing  his  own  family  more  foon, 
The  traitor  Pinabel  did  obviate  ; 
Having  him  ta'en,  then  kept  him  in  fufpence, 
Of  his  unrighteous  ftatute  in  defence. 

3°- 

Guidon,  Rinaldo  hearing  this  to  be, 
Leader,  'bove  others  fam'd,  in  fame  fo  bright, 
Whom  he  had  more  defire  conceiv'd  to  fee, 
Than  has  the  blind  for  the  departed  light : 
With  utmoft  rapture,"  O  my  Lord,  fays  he, 
What  fortune  has  conducted  me  to  fight 
With  you,  whom  long  I  have  efteem'd,  and  love, 
And  wifh  to  honour  all  the  world  above  i 

31- 

Me  Conftance  bore,  on  the  extreameft  bound 
O'  th'  Euxine  ocean  :  I  am  Guidon, 
Conceiv'd  of  the  illuftrious  feed  renown 'd, 
As  well  as  you,  o'  th'  generous  Amon  : 
Hoping  you  with  my  brethren  might  be  found, 
Was  of  my  coming  here  occalion  ; 
And  where  was  my  intent  honour  to  fhew, 
I  find  that  I  am  come  to  injure  you. 

But  pardon  me,  tow'rds  you  fuch  error  great, 
Since,  nor  yourfelf,  I,  nor  the  others,  knew : 
And,  if  I  can  atone,  the  whole  relate, 
I  fhould  perform,  nought  I  refufe  to  do. 
When  their  embraces  they  reiterate 
vOn  all  fides,  they  to  a  conclufion  drew : 
To  him  reply'd  Jkinald  :  Heed  not  a  whit, 
Excufe  to  make  with  me  about  this  fight. 

For,  in  this  cafe,  to  certify  you  came 

From  out  our  ancient  Irock  a  fcion  true, 

A  better  evidence  you  could  not  frame, 

Than  the  great  valour  which  we  in  you  view : 

If  more  pacifick  had  appear'd  and  tane 

Your  deeds,  we  credence  fhould  not  give  to  you  ; 

For  from  the  lion  .does  not  deer  proceed, 

Nor  does  the  hawk  or  eagle  pigeons  breed. 

34- 

They  did  not  flop,  thro'  travelling,  their  chat, 
Nor  did  their  talk  prevent  their  going  on  : 
Now  to  the  tents  they  came,  M  here  did  relate 
The  brave  Rinald  to  each  companion, 
That  this  was  Guidon,  with  defire  fo  great 
To  fee  they  once  had  expectation  : 
A  mighty  joy  this  to  his  fquadron  brought, 
And  ev'ry  one  him  like  his  father  thought. 

35- 


Canto  31. 


ORLANDO    FV  R  IO  S  O. 


35- 


Non  diro  Pacccglienze,  che  glifero 
Alardo,  Ricciardctto,  e  gli  aitri  dm  ; 
Che  gli  fece  Viviano,  ed  Aldigiero, 
E  Malagigi,  frati,  e  cuginfui; 
Ch'ogni  Signor  gli  fece,  e  cavalier o  ; 
do,  ch'egli  dijje  a  Icro,  ed  ejji  a  lid  : 
Ma  vi  conchiudero,  chejinalmente 
Fu  ben  veduto  da  tutta  la  gente. 

36. 

Caro  Guidon  e  a' fuoi  fratellijiato 
Credo  farebbe  in  ogni  tempo  ajjai ; 
Ma  lorfu  al  gran  bifogno  era  piu  grata, 
Ch'effer  potejfe  in  altro  tempo  mat. 
Pofcia  che' I  nuove  Sole  incoronato 
Del  mare  life}  di  luminofi  rai  ; 
Guidon  co  if  rat  I,  e  co  i  parent  i  infchiera, 
Se  ne  tornofotto  la  lor  bandiera. 

37- 

Tanto  un  giorno,  ed  un' altro  fe  n'andaro, 
Che  di  Parigi  a  le  ajjediate  porte 
A  men  di  diece  miglia  s'accoftaro 
In  ripa  h  Senna;  ove per  buona  forte 
Grifone,  ed  Aquilante  ritrovaro, 
I  duo  guerrier  de  farmatura  forte  ; 
Grifone  il  bianco,  ed  Aquilante  il  nero, 
Che  partort  Gifmonda  cTOliviero. 

38. 

Con  ejji  ragionava  una  donzella, 
Non  gia  di  vil  condizione  in  vifta, 
Che  difciamito  bianco  la  gonnella, 
Fregiata  intorno  avea  d'aurata  lifta; 
Molto  leggiadra  in  apparenza,  e  bellat 
FoJJe  quant unque  lagrimofa,  e  trifta  ; 
E  mojlrava  ne'  gefti,  e  nelfembiante 
Di  cofa  ragionar  molto  importante. 

39- 

Conobbe  i  Cavalier,  come  ejji  liti, 
Guidon,  che  fu  con  lor  pochi  di  innanzi ; 
Ed  a  Rinaldo  dijje  :  Eccovi  dm, 
A  cut  van  pochi  di  valore  innanzi  ; 
E,  fe  per  Carlo  ne  verran  con  nui, 
Non  ne  Jlaranno  i  Saracini  innanzi. 
Rinaldo  di  Guidon  conferma  il  detto, 
Che  1'uno,  e  I 'altro  era  guerrier  perfetto. 

40- 

Gli  avea  riconofciuti  egli  non  inanco  ; 
Pero  che  quellifempre  erano  ufati 
L'un  tutto  nero,  c  Valtro  tutto  bianco 
Veftir  su  Varme,  e  molto  andarc  ornatL 
Da  faltra  parte  ejji  conobbero  anco, 
E  falutar  Guidon,  Rinaldo,  e  i  frati; 
Ed  abbracciar  Rinaldo,  come  amicoy 
Mejfo  da  parte  ogni  hr'odio  antico. 


3.v 

The  kind  reception  giv'n  him,  I  forbear, 
By  Alard,  Ricciardet,  and  th'  other  two, 
What  tow'rds  him  Vivian  and  Aldigier, 
And  Malagige,  brothers  and  kinfmen  fhow ; 
What  ev'ry  Lord  perform'd,  and  cavalier  ; 
What  he  to  them,  to  him,  they  fay  and  do ! 
But  I  herein  conclude,  that  finally 
He  welcome  was  to  the  whole  company. 

Dear  to  his  brethren  would  have  been  Guidon 
At  all  times,  I  believe,  exceedingly; 
But  more  fo  on  this  grand  occafion, 
Than  he  at  other  time  could  ever  be. 
As  foon  as  Phoebus,  deck'd  with  his  new  crown, 
Iflu'd  with  rays  refplendent  from  the  fea, 
Guidon,  with  brothers,  kinfmen  in  array, 
Beneath  the  flying  banner  takes  his  way. 

37- 

So  much  they  day  by  day  had  marching  gone, 
That  they  from  Paris's  befieged  gate, 
At  lefs  than  ten  miles  diftance  came,  upon 
The  banks  o'  th'  Sein ;  where  they,  by  lucky  fate, 
Difcover  Aquilante  and  Grifon, 
The  warriors  two  of  armour  fo  compleat ; 
Grifon  the  white,  black  Aquilante  wore, 
Whom  fons  to  Olivier  Gifmonda  bore. 

A  damfel,  talking  with  them,  met  their  fight, 
Of  a  condition  noble  to  behold, 
Who  a  rich  filken  garment  wore  all  white, 
Which  was  embroider'd  round  with  lift  of  gold ; 
In  her  appearance  wond'rous  fair  and  bright, 
Tho'  weeping  {he  fome  forrow  did  unfold ; 
And  in  her  femblance  fhew'd,  and  ev'ry  aci, 
They  reas'ning  were  on  fome  important  fadr.. 

39- 

Guidon  the  cavaliers,  as  they  him,  knew, 
As  with  them  he  had  been  fome  days  before  : 
And  to  Rinaldo  faid,  Behold  thofe  two, 
Than  whom  but  few  can  fhow  of  brav'ry  more  : 
And  if  for  Charles  they  come  along  with  you, 
The  Saracins  fliall  not  withftand  fuch  pow'r  : 
Rinaldo  of  Guidon  confirms  the  fpeech, 
That  they  in  arms  were  perfect  warriors  each. 

40. 

Of  them  he  alfo  knowledge  had  no  lefs ; 
For  ever  were  accuftamed  thofe  two, 
The  one  all  white,  t'  other  all  black  to  drefs 
Over  their  arms,  and  much  adorn'd  to  go  : 
On  th'  other  hand,  their  knowledge  they  exprefs, 
And  to  Guidon,  Rinald,  and  brethren  bow ; 
And,  as  a  friend,  Rinaldo  they  embrac'd, 
Afide  all  former  indignation  caft. 

41. 
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41. 

S'ebbero  un  tempo  in  urta,  e  in  gran  difpett* 
Per  Truffaldin,  che  fora  lungo  a  dire ; 
Ma  quivi  infteme  confratcrno  affetto 
S'accarezzar,  tutte  obbliando  Fire. 
Rinaldo  poi  fi  volfe  h  Sanfonetto, 
Ch'era  tardato  un  poco  piu  a  venire ; 
E  lo  raccolfe  col  debito  onorc 
A  pieno  iftrutto  del/no  gran  valore. 

42- 

Tofto  che  la  Donzella  piu  vicino 
Vide  Rinaldo,  e  conofciuto  Vcbbe, 
Ch'avea  notizia  d'ogni  Paladino, 
Gli  dijfe  una  novella,  che  gVincrebbe  : 
E  comincio :  Signore,  il  tuo  cugino, 
A  citi  la  Chiefa.,  e  I'alto  Imperio  debbc, 
^uel  gia  st  faggio,  ed  onorato  Orlando 
E  fatto  ftolto,  e  va  pel  mondo  err  ando. 

i    43' 
13 tide  caufato  cost  Jtrano,  e  no 

Accident  e  glifia,  nonfo  narrarte; 

Lafuafpada,  e  V alt  farm?  ho  vcduto  io, 

Che  per  li  campi  avea  gittate,  efparte; 

E  vidi  -un  cavalier  cortefe,  e  pio, 

Che  le  ando  raccogliendo  da  ogni  parte  ; 

E  poi  di  tutte  quelle  un'arbufccllo 

Fe,  a  guifa  di  trofeo,  pompofo,  e  bello  : 

44. 

Ma  lafpada  ne  fu  tojlo  lev  at  a 
Daljigliiiol  d'Agricane  il  d)  mcdefmo. 
Tu  puoi  confiderar,  quant  o  fia  flat  a 
Gran  perdita  a  la  gente  del  battefmo, 
L'effere  uii'altra  volta  ritornata 
Durindana  in  poter  del  paganefmo : 
JVe  Brigliadoro  men,  ch'erravafciolto 
Intorno  a  l\irme,  fu  dal  Pagan  to/to. 

45- 

Son  pochi  d),  cfrOrlando  correr  vidi 
Scnza  vergogna,  e  fenzafenno  igjiudo 
Con  urli  fpaventevoli,  e  con  griat: 
Cfre  fatto  pazzo,  in  fomma  ti  conchiudo  : 
E  non  avrei,  fuor  ctia  quejii  occhijidiy 
Creduto  mai  st  acerbo  cafo,  e  cnido. 
Poi  narro,  che  lo  vide  giu  dal  ponte 
Abbracciato  cader  con  Rodomonte. 

46. 

A  qualunque  io  non  creda  ejjer  nimico 
D  Orlando,  foggiungea,  di  do  favello  i 
Accio  ch'alcun  di  tanti,  a  ch'io  lo  dico, 
fllojjb  a  pieta  del  cafoftrano,  e  fcllo, 
Cerchi  o  a  Parigi,  o  in  altro  luogo  amico 
Ridurlo,  fin  che  Ji  purghi  il  cervello. 
Ben  fo,  fe  Brandimarte  ti'avra 
Sara  per  fame  ogni  poj/ibil  prova. 


41, 


Once  they,  in  great  defpite,  did  trial  prove, 
For  Truffaldin,  which  would  be  long  to  fay  ; 
But,  here  together,  with  fraternal  love, 
They  each  embrace,  all  anger  call  away. 
Rinaldo  round  to  Sanfonet  did  move, 
Who  had  in  coming  made  fome  fmall  delay, 
And  him  accofts  with  honour  to  him  due, 
As  he  full  well  his  mighty  valour  knew. 

42. 

Soon  as  the  damfel  nearer  to  his  view 
Rinaldo  faw,  and  her  did  plainly  know  ; 
She,  with  each  Paladin  acquainted  too, 
Told  him  fome  news,  which  caus'd  him  heavy  woe  : 
Beginning,  Sir,  that  kinfman  dear  to  you, 
To  whom  fupport  the  church  and  empire  owe, 
The  fam'd  Orland,  who  once  fuch  wifdom  had, 
Now  wanders  thro*  the  world,  become  ftark  mad. 

43- 

What  had  occafion'd  this  fo  ftrange  and  dread 
An  accident,  to  you  I  cannot  fay  : 
I  myfelf  faw  his  armour  and  his  blade, 
Which,  fcatt'ring  o'er  the  fields,  he  caft  away  ; 
And  a  knight  courteous,  pious,  I  furvey'd, 
Who,  from  all  parts,  did  them  collected  lay, 
And  then  with  all  of  them  he  made  a  pine, 
In  nature  of  a  trophy,  pompous,  fine. 

44- 

But  fuddenly,  from  thence,  the  fword  was  ta'en, 
That  very  day,  by  Agricane's  fon  : 
You  may  confider,  how  great  lofs  fuftain 
Thofe  of  the  Chriflian  faith's  profeflion, 
By  being  now  once  more  return'd  again 
This  Durindan,  for  Paganifai  to  own  : 
And  Brigliador,  who  did  at  freedom  ftray 
Among  the  arms,  was  by  the  Pagan  borne  away. 

45- 

Some  few  days  fmce,  Orlando  I  efpy'd, 
Shamelefs  and  fenfelcfs,  running  quite  unclad, 
With  howlings  formidable  ftill  he  cry'd  ; 
To  you  I  finally  conclude,  he's  mad  : 
Nor  fhould,  but  that  I  to  thefe  eyes  confide, 
E'er  have  believ'd  cafe  fo  fevere  and  fad  : 
Then,  that  fhe  faw,  down  from  the  bridge,  did  tell, 
Clafp'd  in  his  arms  with  Rodomont  he  fell. 

46. 

To  ev'ry  one,  whom  for  no  foe  I  take 
Of  poor  Orland,  fhe  adds,  I  this  declare  ; 
That  fome,  o'  th'  many  to  whom  this  I  (peak, 
By  pity  mov'd,  for  this  cafe  dread  and  rare, 
To  Paris,  or  fome  friendly  place,  might  feek 
To  bring  him  back,  until  his  brain  be  clear  : 
Well  know  I,  if  this  news  had  Brandimart, 
He'd  ready  be  to  ufe  his  utmoft  art. 

47- 
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47- 


Era  cojlei  la  bella  Fiordiligi, 
Piu  car  a  a  Brandimarte,  che  fc  JicJJo  ; 
La  qiial^  per  lui  trcvar,  venia  a  Pa  rig  is 
E  de  lafpada  ella  fogglunfe  opprejjoy 
Che  difcordia,  e  contefa,  e  gran  lifigi 
Tra  il  Sericano,  e'l  Tar  faro  avea  mej/b  ,• 
E  cfravuta  I'avea,  poi  c he  fit  cajjb 
Di  vita  Mandricardo,  a! Jin  Gradaffo. 

48. 

Di  cosl  Jlrano,  e  mifero  accident  e, 
Rinaldo  fenza  fin  ft  lagna  e  duolc  ,- 
JVe  il  core  intenerir  men  fe  ne  fente, 
Chefoglia  intencnrfi  il  ghiaccio  al  Sole  ; 
E  con  difpofta  ed  immutabil  mente, 
Ovunque  Orlando  Jia,  cercar  lo  vuole ; 
Con  fpcme,  poi  che  ritrovato  Vabbia, 
Di  farlo  rifanar  di  quella  rabbia. 

49. 

Ma  gia  lojluolo  avendofatto  unire, 
Sia  volonta  del  cie/o,  ofia  avventura, 
Vu?l  fare  i  Saracin  Prima  fuggire, 
E  liber ar  le  Parigine  inura : 
Ma  configlia  I'aJJalto  differirc, 
Che  vi  par  gran  vantaggio,  a  notte  fcura, 
Ne  la  tcrza  vigilia,  o  ne  la  quarta, 
Ctiavra  lacqua  di  Lete  il  Scnnofparta. 

5°- 

Tutta  la  gente  alloggiar  fece  al  bofco, 
E  qiuin  la  posl  per  tutto'l giorno. 
]\la  poi  che' I  Sol  l^fciando  il  mondo  frfco 
A  la  nut  rice  anticafc  ritorno, 
Ed  orji,  e  capre,  eferpi  fenza  tofco 
E  V  alt  re  fere  ebbono  il  cielo  adsrno, 
Cheftate  erano  afcofc  al  maggior  lampo, 
Moffe  Rinaldo  il  taciturno  campo  : 

5*. 

E  venne  con  Grifon,  con  Aquilante, 
Con  I'ivian,  con  Alardo,  e  con  Guidone, 
Co:;  Sanfonetto,  a  gli  altri  un  tniglio  innantc 
A  cbcti  pajffi,  e  fenza  alcun  fermone. 
>n>;ir  I'afcolta  d*  ,-1  gram  ant  e^ 
Tutta  liLcclfe,  c  non  r.c  fe  un  prigicnc, 
L\:'i  arrivo  tra  Valtra  gente  Alcra, 
Che  non  f u  vijh,  ne  fcntito  ancora. 

Del  campo  d'infedeli  a  prima  giunta 
La  ritrcivala  guardia  a  I'hnprowifa 
Lafcio  Rinaldo  st  rotta,  e  confunta, 
Ch'itn  fol  mn  ne  refti,  fe  non  nccifo. 
Spezzata  che  lor  fu  la  prima  punta, 
J  Saracin  non  i\i~a\in  put  da  rifo ; 
Che  finnolenti,  timidi,  cd  inertni, 
Potcano  a  tai  gutrricr  far  pochi  fcbernii. 
VOL.  II. 


47. 

This  Fiordiligi  was  a  lovely  dame, 
To  Brandimarte,  than  himleif  more  dear ; 
Who,  him  in  fearching  out,  to  Paris  came  : 
And,  for  the  fword,  fhe  farther  did  declare, 
That  difcord,  conteft,  and  litigious  flame 
Betwixt  the  Serican  and  Tartar  were ; 
And,  after  Mandricard  of  life  was  void. 
That,  in  the  end,  Gradaflb  this  enjoy 'd. 

48. 

For  fuch  a  fad  and  ftrange  calamity, 
Rinald  afHidts  himfelf  with  ceafelefs  woe  ; 
And  feels  his  heart  within  him  mollify, 
As  foften'd  by  the  fun  the  ice  \\  ill  How  ; 
And  refolution  made  immutably, 
He'd,  where  Orland  might  be,  to  feek  him  go; 
With  hope,  as  foon  as  him  he  mall  have  found, 
From  fuch  his  muchefs  foon  to  render  found, 

49- 

But  as  his  forces  he  did  here  unite,    \ 
Whether  'twas  heaven's  will,  or  cafualty, 
He  firft  woukl  put  the  Saracins  to  flight, 
And  the  Parifian  walls  he  would  fet  free  ; 
But  he  confuked  to  defer  the  fight, 
As  'vantage  great  feem'd  night's  obfcuriry, 
Till  they  the  third  or  the  fourth  watch  mould  keep, 
When  Lethe's  wave  had  o'erfpread  all  with  fleep. 

5°- 

Caus'd  all  his  troops  i'  thl  wood  to  pitch  their  tent, 
And  there  he  fix'd  them,  during  the  whole  day  : 
But  foon  as  Sol  from  th'  earth  endarken'd  went, 
And  to  his  aged  nurfe  again  made  way, 
And  bears,  and  goats,  and  ferpents  innocent, 
And  other  beafts  the  heav'ns  adorn'd  difpJay, 
Which,  by  the  greater  light,  had  been  conceal' d, 
In  filence  deep,  Rinaldo  takes  the  field  : 

51- 

And  on -with  Aquilant  and  Grifon  bore, 
With  Vi\  ian,  Alardo;  and  Guidon, 
With  Sans'net,  marching  on  a  mile  before, 
Without  difcouric,  in  gentle  motion. 
Agramant's  centinels  they  found  in  fnore; 
Them  all  he  flew,  nor  made  he  pris'ner  twie-: 
Thence  'midft  the  Mowifli  army  he  an  1 
Without  or  being  feeu,  or  yet  perceiv'd. 

52- 

O'  th'  Pagan  camp,  at  the  firft  interview, 
The  guard,  which  by  furpiize  he  thus  had  taea, 
Rinaldo  fo  did  rout  and  ilaughter'd  too, 
That  numbers  in  the  camp  he  left  there  (lain : 
As  thus  their  vanguard  he  at  tirll  overthrew, 
The  Saracins  vaft  damage  now  fuftain, 
Who,  terrify'd,  with  fleep  opprefs'd,  and  weak, 
Uut  fmall  defence  could  'gainft  thefe  v/arriors  make. 
T  53- 
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53- 


S3- 


Fece  Rinaldo,  per  maggior  fiavent* 
De'  Saracini,  al  mover  de  I'ajjalto, 
A  troml-e,  e  a  corni  darfubito  vento, 
E  ^r.dcindo,  ilfuo  name  alznre  in  alto. 
Spinfe  Bniardo,  e  quel  non  pf.rve  lento, 
Che  dent  ro  %  rdtefrarrc  entro  d'unfaito; 
E  verso  cavalier,  pejlo  pcdoni, 
Ed  atterro  trabacche,  e  padiglioni. 

54- 

Non  fit  st  ardito  tra  il  popol  Pagano, 
A  mi  nan  s'arricciajfcro  le  chiome, 
Ruanda  fentt  Rinaldo,  e  Montalbano 
Sonar  per  I' aria  ilformidato  norne. 
Fitgge  col  campo  d"  Africa  I'Ifpano, 
Ne  pcrde  tempo  h  caricar  lefome. 
Ch' of  pet  tar  quellafuria  piu  non  vuole, 
Ch'aver  provata  ancofi  piagne,  e  duole. 

55- 

Guidon  lofegue,  e  non  fa  men  di  lui, 
Ne  men  f anno  i  duojigli  d"  Olivier  o, 
Alar  do,  e  Ricciardetto,  e  gli  altri  dui  ; 
Col  brando  Sanfonetto  apre  ilfentiero; 
Aldigiero,  e  Vivian  provare  alt  rid 
Fan,  quanto  in  arrtie  I'uno,  e  Valtro  ejiero. 
Cost  fa  ognun,  che  fegue  lojlendardo 
Di  Ckiaramonte,  da  guerrier  gagJiardo. 

56. 

Settecento  con  hd  tcnea  Rinatdo 
In  Montalbano,  e  intorno  a  quelle  ville  ; 
L'fati  a  portar  Varme  al freddo,  e  al  catdo. 
Non  gia  piu  rei.de  i  Mirmidon  d* Achille.. 
Ciafciin  d'effi  al  bifogno  era  sija/do, 
Che  cento  infieme  nonfuggian  per  mille  : 
E  fe  ne  pot  can  molti  fceglier  fucri, 
Che  d'alcun  de  i  famcfi  eran  wig/ion. 

57" 

E  fe  Rinaldo.  ben  non  era  molto 
Ricco  ne  di  citta,  ne  di  teforo ; 
Facea  j/  con  parole,  e  con  buon  volto, 
E  do,  ch'avea,  partendo  ogn'or  con  loro ; 
C'frun  di  quel  numer  mai  non  gli  fu  folio 
Per  offerire  alt  mi  piufomma  d'oro. 
Quefti  da.  Montalban  mai  non  rimove, 
Sc  non  loftringe  un  gran-  bifogno  a'trove. 

58. 

Ed  or,  perch' abbia  il  Magno  Carlo  ahtto, 
Lafcio  con  poca  gitardia  ilfito  caftello. 
Tra  gli  African  quefto  drappel  venuto, 
Quefto  drappel,  del  cui  valor  favello; 
J\'e  fece  quel,  che  del  gregge  lanuto 
Sitl  Falanteo  Galefo  il  lupo  fello  ; 
0  quel,  che  foglia  del  barbaro,  apprejfc 
II  ba.rla.rQ  Cimfo,  il  leor.fpejfo. 


Rinaldo  caus'd,  to  ftrike  the  greater  fear 
I'  th'  Saracins,  as  the  aflauh  he  made, 
Sudden  the  horns  and  trumpets  rend  the  air, 
And,  with  loud  fhouts,  his  name  be  high  convey'd: 
He  prefs'd  Baiard,  who  did  not  flow  appear, 
But  leaps  at  once  the  lofty  barricade, 
And  tramples  foot  and  horfe  to  earth  he  fent, 
And  down  to  ground  pavilion  beat  and  tent. 

54- 

Among  the  Pagans  not  the  brnveft  man 
But  that,  thro'  terror,  ftood  on  end  his  bur, 
When  of  Rinald  he  hears  of  Montalban, 
The  formidable  name  refound  thro'  air : 
The  troops  of  Afric  fly  with  thoie  of  Spain, 
Nor  lofe  they  time  their  goods  from  thence  to  bear  : 
For  they  will  not  that  indignation  wait, 
Which,  yet  they  moan  and  grieve,  they  prov'd  of  late. 

Him  Guidon  follows,  and  no  lefs  did  do; 
Nor  lefs  the  fons  of  Olivier  difplay'd, 
Alard  and  Richardet,  and  t'  other  two ; 
Sanfonet  opes  his  paflage  with  his  blade ; 
Aldigier,  Vivian,  to  others  (hew 
.Proofs,  that  they  either  are  in  arms  moft  dread  \, 
Thus  did  they  all,  the  flandard  who  purfu'd 
Of  Claramont,  and  each  ftout  valour  fhew'd. 

56. 

Rinaldo  feven  hundred  kept  in  pay, 
In  Montalban,  and  in  the  towns  around ; 
In  heat  or  cold,  to  carry  arms  us'd  they, 
Achilles'  Mirmidons  not  more  renown'd  : 
In  need,  fuch  courage  each  one  did  difplay, 
A  hundred  ne'er  r  a  thoufand  would  give  ground  : 
And  'mongfl  them  many  might  be  chofen  out, 
That  better  were,  than  fome  deem'd  the  mofl  ftout. 

57- 

And  tho'  Rinaldo  was  not  opulent 
In  treafure,  nor  o'er  cities  did  prefide; 
He  with  good  looks  and  words  did  fo  content, 
And  what  he  had  with  them  did  ftill  divide, 
That  of  this  number  none  from  him  e'er  went, 
With  greater  iums  of  gold  by  others  try'd  : 
They  from  Montalban  never  did  recede, 
If  not  compelTd  elfewhere  by  utmoft  need. 

58. 

And  now,  to  give  his  aid  to  Charlemain, 
He  left  his  caftle  with  a  guard  but  weak. 
This  troop,  now  enter 'd  'midft  the  African, 
This  troop,  about  whofe  valour  now  I  fpeak, 
Like  havock  did,  as  on  Calabria's  plain 
The  furious  wolf  with  woolly  flock  does  make  ; 
Or  'mongfl  the  goats  what  oft  the  lion  does, 
Nigh  where  the  barbarous  Ciniflo  flows. 

59- 


Canto  31.  O  R  L  A  J 

CW*,  ch'awifo  da  Rinaldo  avuti 
Avea^  cbe  prejfo  era  a  Parigi  giunto^ 
E  che  la  notte  il  campv  fproweduto 
Volea  ajfalir^  Jiato  era  in  arme^  e  in  punto 
EI  qua n do  bifogno  venne  in  ainto 
Co  i  Paladini ;  e  a  i  Paladini  aggiunto 
Avea  iljigliuol  del  ricco  Monodante^ 
Di  Fiordiligi  U  fido^  e  faggio  amante; 

60. 

Che  ella  piu  gicrni  per  si  lunga  via 
Cercato  avea  per  tutta  Francia  in  vano. 
Quivi  a  rinfegnty  che  port  or  folia , 
Fu  da  lei  conofciuto  di  lontano. 
Come  lei  Brandimart  e  vide  prio, 
Lafcio  la  guerra^  e  torno  tutto  umano, 
E  corfe  ad  abbracciarla^  e  a" amor  pieno^ 
Mille  volte  baciolla,  o  pcco  meno. 

61. 

De  le  lor  donne,  e  de  le  lor  dcnzelle 
Si  fidar  molto  a  quella  antica  etade  : 
Senz'a/tra  feorta  andar  lafciandc  qutlle 
Per  pianiy  e  monti^  e  perjtrane  contra  Jt ; 
Ed  al  ritorno  fban  per  buene,  e  belle ; 
Ne  mat  tra  lor  fofpizione  accade. 
Fiordiligi  narro  qi>ivi  al  fuo  amante 
Che  fatto  Jlolto  era  il  Signer  d'Anglante. 

62. 

Brandimarte  a  sijlrana^  e  ria  novella 
Credere  ad  altri  appena  avria  potuto  ; 
Ma  lo  credette  a  Fiordiligi  bella, 
A  cui  gia  maggior  cofe  avea  creduto. 
Non  pur  d'averlo  ttdito  gli  dice  ella  i 
Ma  c he  con  gli  occhi  propri  I' ha  veduto  ; 
C'ha  conofcenza^  e  pratica  a" Orlando 
Quanta  alcun'altro;  e  dice  dove,  e  quando. 

63- 

E  gli  narra  del ponte  perigliofo, 
Che  Rodomonte  a  i  cavalier  difende  ; 
Ove  unfepolcro  adorna,  e  fa  pompojb 
Di  fcprnvvejtf,  e  d'arme  di  chi  prende. 
Narra^  c'ka  vijio  Orlando  Furiofo 
Far  ccfe  ftuivi  orribiliy  e  JJupende  ; 
Che  nel  fiume  il  Pagan  mando  river fe 
Con  gran  periglio  di  rejiar  fommerfo. 

64- 

Brand'nnarte,  che'/  Conte  amava^  quanta 
Si  puo  compagno  amar,  fratello,  o  figlio, 
Difpofto    di  cercarloy  e  di  far  tanto* 

-TJl  J .       r        ,         n-  v-'         ... 

Won  ricujando  offanno^  ne  perigho^ 
Che  per  opra  di  medico^  o  d'incanto 
Si  ponga  a  qu  el  furor  qualcht  conjiglio  ; 
Cosiy  come  trovojji.,  armato  in  ftlla 
Si  mife  in  via  icti  ia  fua  dcnr.a  bella. 


D    FVRIOSO. 

59. 

Charles,  whom  Rinaldo  had  contriv'd  t'advife, 
That  he  was  now  arriv'd  to  Paris  near; 
And  that,  by  night,  the  army  by  furprize 
fee  would  aflault,  did  all  his  arms  prepare : 
And,  when  was  need,  to  his  affiftance  hies, 
Join'd  with  his  chiefs ;  and  with  his  chiefs  had  there 
Conjoin'd  the  fon-.of  wealthy  Monodant, 
Of  Flordiiige  the  true  and  fage.galaht. 

60. 

Whom  many  days  fhe,  by  fuch  wand'ring  way, 
Quite  thorough  France  had  fought  for.  but  in  va'm  ;. 
There,  by  the  enfign,  he  us'd  to  difplay, 
He  was  known  by  her  on  the  diilant  plain : 
As  foon  as  Brandimart  did  her  furvey, 
He  wholly  quits  the  war  and  turns  humane  ; 
And  to  embrace  her  runs,  with  love  replete, 
J^or  lefs  than  thoufand  times  his  kifles  does  repeat. 

61. 

Both  in  their  wives,  and  hi  their  damfels  too. 
They  much  confided  in  thofe  antient  days ; 
Without  a  guide  they  fuffer'd  them  to  go 
O'er  plains,  and  mountains,  and  unufual  ways  : 
And  them  for  fair  and  good  returning  know, 
Nor  ever  'mongft  them  any  doubt  they  raife. 
Flordiiige  there  acquainted  her  galant, 
That  mad  the  Lord  was  fallen  of  Anglant, 

62. 

Brandimart  news  fo  difmal  and  fo  rare 
From  any  other  fcarcely  would  believe ; 
But  he  believ'd  from  Flordilege  the  fair, 
To  whom,  in  greater  points,  he'd  credence  give  : 
She  faid,  that  this  fhe  did  not  only  hear, 
But  with  her  proper  eyes  did  it  perceive  ; 
That  of  Orland  fh'  ad  knowlege  intimate 
As  could  be,  and  did  time  and  place  relate. 

63- 

And  him  of  the  bridge  dangerous  fhe  told. 
Which  Rodomont  guards  'gainft  each  cavalier ; 
Where  he  a  tomb  adorns,  made  rich  to  hold 
The  arms  and  veftments  which  his  captives  wear  : 
Tells,  fhe  Orlando  Frantick  did  behold 
Do  actions  dreadful  and  ftupendous  there : 
How  in  the  ftream  the  Pagan  h'ad  o'erthrown, 
Who  in  much  danger  was,  therein  to  drown. 

64. 

•Brandimart,  who  the  Count  efteem'd  no  lefs 
Than  he  could  a  companion,  brother^  fon, 
Difpos'd  to  feek  him,  and  his  pow'r  addrefs; 
Refufing  not,  danger  or  rifk  to  run, 
That,  by  phyfician's  aid,  or  forcerefs, 
His  rage  might  find  fome  confolation ; 
So,  as  he  mounted  was  in  arm'd  array, 
He,  with  his  damfel  fair,  purfu'd  his  way 
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65.' 

Verfo  la  partf*  ove  la  Donna  il  Conie 
Avea  vedutOi  il  lor  cammin  drizzaro, 
Di  giornata  in  giornata ^  Jin  ch'al  pontey 
Che  guarda  il  Re  d?  Algier,  fi  ritrovaro : 
La  'guardia  ne  fe  fegno  a  &odmonte9 
£  gk  fcudieri  a  un  tempo  gli  arrecaro 
L'arme,  e  il  cavallo  ;  e  quel  ft  trovo  in  punto.^ 
Quandofu  Brandimarte  al  paffo  g Junto. 

66. 

Con  voce^  qual  conviene  al  fuo  furore, 
II  Saracino  a  Brandimarte  grida  ; 
Qualunque  tu  ti  fia,  cbe  per  err  ore 
Di  viat  o  di  mente^  out  tua  forte  guida? 
Scendi,  e  fpogliati  F arme^  e  fanne  onore 
dl  gran  fepolcro,  innanzi  ch'io  t'uccida  j 
E  che  vittima  a  F ombre  tu  fia  offerto  ; 
Cb'io'lfaro  poi,  ne  fe  n-avro  alcun  merto. 

67. 

Not  volfe  Erandimarte  a  quelFaltiero. 
Altra  rifpafa  dar  ;  che  de  la  lancia. 
Sprona  Batoldo  il  fuo  gentil  dejlriero, 
E  in  verfo  quel  con  tanto  ardir  ft  lancia^ 
Che  mojtra,   cbe  puojiar  d'animo  fe.ro 
Con  qual  Ji  voglia  al  mondo  a  la  bilancia  * 
E  Rodomonte  con  la  land  a  in  rejia 
Lo  Jiretto  ponte  a  tutta  briglia  pcjict. 

68. 

II  fuo  dejlrier^  cfravta  continue  ufo^ 
D'andarvi  fopra^  e  far  di  quel  Jovente^ 
^uando  uno,  e  quande  un'a/tro  cader  giufo^ 
A  la  giojlra  correa  ficuramente. 
Uallro  del  corfo  infolito  confufo 
Venia  duibiofo^  e  timido^  e  tremente. 
Trema  anco-  il  ponte,  e  par  coder  ne  Ponda^, 
Oltre  ch'e  Jiretto ,.  e  chefra  fenza  fponda. 

69. 

I  cavalier^  di  giojlra  ambi  maeftri, 
Che  le  lance  avean  groffe  came  travi, 
Tali,  qual  fur  ne  i  lor  ceppi  filvejlri, 
Si  dieron  colpi  non  troppo  fdavi. 
A  i  lor  cavalli  ejfer  pojfenti  e  dejlri 
Non  giovo  molto  a  gli  afpri  colpi,  e  gravi  ; 
Che  ji  verfar  di  pan  ariibi  sift  pent  e, 
E  ft co' i~  Signer  kr  tutti  in  unmonte^ 

70. 

Nel  voh'rji  levar  con  quella  fretta, 
Che  lo  fpronar  de'  fanchi  itifta,  e  richiale , 
jU.ajje  del ponticel  lor  fu  si  jlretta, 
Che  non  trova.ro,  ove  fermare  il  piede  ; 
^>  che  una  forte  uguale  ambi  It  get  fa 
Ne  racqua  ;   e  gran  rimbombo  al  del  ns.  riede  i 
Simile  a  quel,  cfrufci  del  nqftrofiume, 
iiando.  ci  cadde  il  mal  rettor  del  lunie* 


Canto 


°5- 

.  Towards  that  quarter,  where  the  dame  the  Count 
Had  fcen,  they  now  direft  their  hafty  route, 
Still  day  by  day,  until  unto  the  pont, 
Guarded  by  th'  King  of  Algiers,  they  were  got  : 
The  fcouts  a  fignal  made  to  Rodomont, 
And  his  efquires,  the  fame  time  to  him  brought 
His  arms  and  horfe;  and  he  jufl  ready  was 
When  Brandimart  arriv'J  unto  tlie  pafs.. 

66. 

With  voice  that  fuited  to  his  fury  great,. 
To  Brandimart  the  Pagan  loud  did  %  : 
Whoe'er  thou  art,  who  by  thy  haplefs  fate 
Art  led,  by  error  of  thy  mind  or  way, 
Light;  and  thy  arms  diveft,  and  decorate 
This  noble  fepulchre,  ere  thee  I  flay ; 
And  offer  you  a  victim  to  her  fliade, 
Which  elfe  you,  without  merit,  mall  be  made. 

67. 

Brandimart  would  not  render  a  reply 
Unto  this  haughty  one.;  but,  with  his  lance, 
Batoldo  fpurs,  his  genteel  palfery, 
And  tow'rds  him,  with  fuch  courage,  did  advance,. 
That  fhew'd  that  he  could  ihmd  with  bravery 
Equal  to  any,  that  on  earth  mould  chance : 
And  Rodomonte,  with  his  fpear  i'  th-'  reft, 
Upon  the  narrow  bridge  in  hurry  prefs'd. 

68. 

His  horfe,  continually  that  us'd  had  beca 
Thereon  to  go,  and  this  had  often  done, 
When  one  or  t'  other  hap'd  to  tumble  inr 
Did  to  the  tournament  fecurely  run : 
T'  other  confus'd,,  at  courfe,  he  did  begin 
Dubious  and  trembling,  full  of  fear  came  on : 
The  bridge  fhook  too,  as  in  the  waves  to  fall; 
Beiides,  'twas  {trait,  and  had  no  fence  at  all.. 

69. 

The  cavaliers,  in  tilting  mafters  both, 
Who  lances  wielded  juft  like,  beams  fo  great,,. 
Such  as  were  of  Selvatick  ftems  the  growth, 
Gave  to  each  other  flrokes  not  over  fweet. 
Their  horfes  being  pow'rful,  without  floth, 
But  little  help'd  againft  marp  blows  of  weight  ; 
For  neither  on  the  bridge  their  feet  can  keep,. 
But  with  their  mailers  tumble  in  a  heap.. 

7°' 
As  they  attempt  to  rife  with  all  the  hafte 

The  fpurs  repeated  to  their  fide  demand, 
The  plank  o'  th'  bridge  fo  narrow  there  was  placd,. 
No  room  they  there  could  find  to  fteady  ftand  ; 
That  down  they  both  with  equal  lot  were  caft 
Into  the  ftream:  to  heav'n  mounts  rumour  grand, 
Like  that  they  erft  did  from  our  river  hear, 
When  fell  o1  th'  light  th'  unikilful  charioteer.. 
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7  due  cavalli  andar  con  tutto'l 
De  i  cavalier,  cbe  Jleron  fermi  in  fella ', 
A  cercar  la  rimer  a  infirf  al  fondo, 
Se  v 'era  afcofa  alcuna  Ninfa  bella. 
Non  e  gia  il  primo  falto,  ne'lfeconda, 
Cbe  giu  del  ponte  abbia  il  Pagano  in  quella 
Onda  fpiccato  col  dejlriero  aiidace  ; 
Perl  fa  bin,  conif  qud  fonda  gia.e. 

72.  » 

Sa  dove  e  faldo^  e  fa  dive  e  piu  molle- ; 
Sa  dove  e  Facqua  bajffa,  e  dove  e  I'alta. 
Dal  fiume  ilcapo,  e  ilpetlo,  e  i  fiancbi  ejlolle 
E  Brandimarte  a  gran  vantaggio  afjalta  ; 
Erandimarte  il  cor  rente  in  giro  tolle  ; 
Ne  la  f abbia  il  dejlrier,  cbelfondofmalta^ 
Tuttoji  Jit'ca,  e  nan  pub  riaverjj 
Con  rifchio  di  rejiari'i  ambi  fommerji. 

IScnda  fi  leva*  e  li  fa  andar  fazzopra, 
E,  dove  e  piu  prof onda,  li  f  rafter  ta. 
Fa  Brandimarte  fotto,  i  I  dejlner  fopra. 
Fiordiligi  dal ponte  afflitta',  e  Jtnorta 
E  le  lagrime,  e  i  voti,  e  i  pregbi  adopra  : 
Ah  Rod&monte,  per  colei,  che  morta 
Tu  river  ifci^  nan  ejfer  si  fiero, 
Cb'fiffogar  lafci  un  tanto  cavaliero.. 

Deb  cortefe  Signer,  s'unqua  tu  amafli^ 
Di  me,  cb'amo  cojiui,  pietd  ti  veg-na  ; 
Di  farlo  tuo  prig  ion  per  Dio  ti  bajii  j 
Cbe  s'orni  Ufajjo  tuo  di  quciLi  infegna  } 
'Di  quante  Jpoglie  mai  tu  gli  arrecajii 
Quejla  fia  la  piu  belia,  e  la  piu  degna. 
E  ffppe  si  ben  dir,  ch'ancor,  cbefojje 
Si  crudo  il  Re  Pagan,  pur  lo  commojjf. 

E  fe,  cbe'lfuo  aniator  ratio  ftccorfe* 
Cue  fotto  acqua  il  dejirier  tenea  fepolto, 
E  de  la  vita  era  venuto  in  forfe, 
E  ft~nza  fete  avea  bcvuto  malto  : 
Ma  uiuto  non  pero  prima  gli  porfe, 
Cbe  gli  ebbe  il.  brando^  e  dipoi  I" elma  tolto. 
De  r acqua  mezzo  rnorto  il  trajfe  j  e  porre. 
Con  molti  altri  lo  fe  ne  la  fua  Torre. 

76. 

Fu  ne  la  Donna  ogni  allcgrezza  fpenta, 
£)uandd  prigion  vide  il  fuo  amante  gire  ; 
Ma  di  quejlo  pur  meglio  ft  contenta, 
Cbe  di  vederlo  nel  fiunie  per  ire. 
Di  fejtejja,  e  non  d1  altri  fi  lament  a, 
Che  fu  cagion  di  farlo  ivi  wnite, 
Per  averli  narrato,  eft  ebbe  il  Ccntc 
RionofJuto  al.pcrigliofo 


With  all  their  weight  down  went  each  palfery 
Of  the  nvo  knights,  who  firm  in  fnddle  ftay'd, 
Quite  tA  the  bottom  of  the  ftream,  to  fee 
If  lovely  nymph  therein  conceal'd  was  laid  : 
Down  from  the  bridge  the  Pagan  frequently, 
Ere  this,  his  leaps  into  the  brook  had  made, 
With  his  bold  war-horfe,  as  he  forward  flew  ;, 
So  he  the  nature  of  the  bottom  knew. 

72. 

Knows  where  'tis  muddy,  and  knows  where  'tis  found",. 
Where  the  ftream's  deep,  and  where  'tis  fhallow  knew ; 
From  forth  the  waves  with  head,  breaft,  flank,  does 
And  with  great  'vantage  he  'gainftBrand'mart  [bound,. 
The  current  fwiftly  wheels  Brandimart  round,  [flew : 
His  horfe  in  fludge,  as  if  the  fands  were  glue, 
Was  wholly  fix'd,  nor  could  hlmfelf  regain, 
In  danger  both  of  them  to  drown  remain. 

The  rolling  waves  them  topfy-turvy  fent, 
And  them  to  the  profoundeft  part  did  bear. 
Brandimart  down,  the  horfe  upon  him  went  : 
Flordilige,  from  the  bridge,  juft  dead  with  fear,. 
Her  tears,  and  vows,  and  pray'rs,  applies  intent  ^ 
Ah !  Rodomont,  for  her  whom  you  revere, 
Now  dead,  be  not  fo  led  by  rurious  fpite, 
As  thus  to  fufFer  drown  fo  braye  a  Xnight. 

74- 

Ah  !  courteous  Lord,  if  e'er  you  love  eflay'd";. 
To  me,  who  love  this  man,  be  pity  fhewn  : 
Suffice,  for  God's  fake,  he's  your  pris'ner  made,.. 
And  that  his  enfign  decorate  yourftone  : 
Of  all  the  fpoils  you  thither  have  convey'd, 
This  is  the  finefl  far,  of  moft  renown  : 
And  fo  well-  knew  to  plead,  that,  tho'  of  mind" 
Moft  fierce  the  Pagan  King,  (he  him  mclin'd.. 

And  caus'd,  he  help'd  her  lover  fuddenly, 

Who,  in  the  brook,  beneath  his  horfe  was  lain, 

And  of  his  life  was  now  in  jeopardy,. 

And,  without  thirft,  had  fwallow'd  drink  amain  j; 

But'  yet  his  aid  he  did  not  firft  apply, 

Until  his  fword  and  then  his  helm  h'ad  ta'en  ; 

Him  from  the  water  now,  half-dead,  he  boret 

And  put  him  in  his  tow'r,  with  many  more. 

76. 

All  chearfulnefs  was  from  the  lady  rent, 
Seeing  her  lover  in  captivity  : 
But,  ev'n  with  this,  (lie  better  was  content, 
Than  in  the  dream  him  periihing  to  fee  : 
She  of  herfelf,  not  other,  does  lament, 
That  of  his  coming- fhe  the  caufe  fhoui'd  be, 
That  of  the  Count  fhe  aught  to  him  had  fliown,, 
Whom  {he  upon  the  dang'rous  bridge  Bad  knownc 

77- 
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Canto 


Quindi  Ji  partly  evtndo  gia  concetto 
/)/  menarvi  Rinaldo  Paladinoy 
()  il  Selvaggio  GUI done ,  a  Sanfonettty 
O  altri  de  la  carte  di  Pipino, 
In  a c quay  e  in  terra  cavalier  perfetto 
Da  peter  contra/far  col  Saracino  ; 
Se  non  piu  forte,  almen  piitfortunatOy 
Che  Brandimarte  fuo  non  erajlato. 

78- 

Vu  molii  giorniy  prima  che  s'abbatta 
In  alcun  cavalier ',  c h'abbia  fembiante 
D'e/fer,  come  lo  vuoly  per  che  combatta 
Col  SaracinOy  e  liberi  il  fuo  amante. 
Dopi  molto  cercar  di  perfona  atta 
Al  fuo  HfignOy  un  le  vien  pure  avante^ 
Che  jr,pravvf/la  avea  riccay  ed  ornata 
A  trancbi  di  ciprejji  ricamata. 

79- 

Chi  cojlui  foj/ey  altrove  ho  da  narrarviy 
Che  prima  ritornar  voglio  a  Parigi  j 
E  de  la  gran  fconfitta  feguitarviy 
Ch'a'Moi  i  die  Rinaldo ,  e  Malagigi. 
Queiy  chefttogirOy  io  non  faprei  coniarvi^ 
Ne  quei,  che  fur  cacciati  a  i  fiumi  Stigi. 
Leva  a  Turpino  il  canto  faria  cfuray 
Che  di  contarli  s'avea  prefo  cum. 

80. 

AW  pri mo  fcnno  dentro  al  padiglione 
Dormia  Jgramante,  e  un  cavalier  lo  deftay 
Dicendigliy  che  fia  fatto  prigioney 
Se  la  fuga  non  e  via  piu  che  prejla. 
Guarda  il  Re  intornOy  e  la  confuftone 
Vede  de  i  fuoiy  che  van  fenzafar  tejla 
Chi  quay  cki  lay  fuggfndo  inermiy  e  nudi ; 
Che  non  ban  tempo  di  pur  tor  gli  fcudi. 

8r. 

Tutto  cenfufoy  e  ptivo  di  conjiglio 
Sifacea  ptrre  indojjo  la  corazztiy 
Ruanda  con  Falftron  vi  giunfe  il  figHo 
GrandwtOy  e  EalugantCy  e  quella  razza ; 
£  al  Re  Agr amante  mojlrano  ilperiglio 
JDi  rtjiar  mortOy  o  prefo  in  quella  piazza  j 
E  che  pub  diry  fe  falva  la  perfona , 
Che  Fortuna  glifia  prcpiziay  e  buona. 

82. 

Cosi  MarJiltOy  e  cast  il  buon  Sobrinoy 
E  cost  dicon  gli  altri  ad  una  vtcey 
Ch"d  fua  diftruzion  tanto  e  vicino^ 
£>uanto  a  Rinaldiy  il  qual  ne  vien  veloce  j 
E  s'afpetta  che  giunga  il  Paladino 
Con  tanta  gentfy  e  un  uom  tanto  f erect 9 
Render  ctr to  fi  puoy  ch'egiiy  e  i  fuoi  amid 
Rimarran  mortiy  o  in  man  de  li  nemici. 


77' 


From  thence  fhe  goes,  now  having  form'd  conccif, 
Thither  to  lead  Rinald  the  Paladin, 
Or  Guidon,  Savage  call'd,  or  Sanfbnet, 
Or  other  of  the  court  of  King  Pepin, 
By  land  and  water  cavalier  complete, 
That  could  withstand  the  pow'rful  Saracin, 
If  not  more  ftrong,  at  leafl  more  fortunate, 
Than  her  dear  Brandimart  had  been  of  late. 

78. 

A  many  days  fhe  went,  ere  fhe  could  light 
On  any  cavalier,  who  feem'd  to  be 
Of  prefence  Anting  to  her  wifh,  to  fight 
With  th'  Saracin,  and  iet  her  lover  free  : 
After  much  fearching  for  a  perfon  fit 
For  this  her  need,  fhe  one  did  coining  fee, 
Richly  adorn'd,  an  upper  veft  who  wore, 
With  ftems  of  cyprefs-tree  embroider'd  o'er.. 

79- 

Who  this  was,  elfewhere  I  muft  tell  to  you  ; 
Firfl  to  return  to  Paris  mind  I  have  ; 
And  the  vaft  overthrow  1  would  purfue, 
To  th'  Moors  Rinald  and  Malagigi  gave  : 
All  thofe,  who  fled,  to  number  I  don't  know, 
Nor  thofe,  who  driven  were  to  th'  Stygian  wave, 
Turpin  to  reckon  them  aiium'd  the  care, 
But  was  impeded  by  the  dufky  air. 

So. 

In  his  firft  fleep,  in  his  pavilion  laid, 
Slept  Agramant,  when  him  a  knight  does  wake, 
And  tells  him  he  would  be  a  pris'ner  made, 
If  to  moft  fudden  flight  he  did  not  take  : 
The  King  look'd  round,  and,  with  furprize  difmay'd, 
Sees  his  troops  running,  who  no  head  could  make, 
Naked,  unarm'd,  they  Hew  about  the  field, 
As  none  had  time  even  to  take  his  fliield. 

81. 

Devoid  of  counfel,  all  confufion, 
He  caus'd  be  put  upon  him  his  cuirafs, 
When  thither  came  with  Falfiron,  his  fon 
Grandonio,  Balugant,  and  all  that  race ; 
And  fhew'd  King  Agramant  what  rifque  he  run 
Of  being  kill'd,  or  captive  on  the  place; 
And  if  himfelf  he  fav'd,  he  might  declare, 
That  fortune  to  him  mofl  propitious  were. 

82. 

Marfilius  fo,  and  good  Sobrin  declare, 
And  fo  the  others,  with  one  voice,  relate, 
That  he  to  his  deftrucYion  is  as  near, 
As  to  Rinald,  who  march'd  fo  fwift  a  rate  r 
And  if  he  flays  till  comes  that  chieftain  there, 
A  man  fo  fierce,  and  with  a  troop  fo  great, 
He  may  be  lure  that  he,  and  all  his  train, 
Muft  become  pris'ners  to  the  foe,  or  flain. 

83. 
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83-  ; 

Ma  rldur  fi  pub  in  Arli,  ojia  in  Narbona 
Con  qudla  pocci  genie,  c'ha  d'intorno, 
Che  I'una,  e  Calira  terra  I  forte,  e  buona 
Da  mantentr  la  guerra  piu  (Tun  giortto  , 
E,  quando  faha  fia  la  fua  perfina, 
Si  potra  vendicar  di  quejh  fcorno, 
Rifacendo  lefercito  in  uu  traits, 
Onde  al  fin  Carlo  ne  far  a  diifatto. 

84 

//  Re  Agramante  al  parer  hr  icttenm, 
Bench? I  partita  foffe  acerbo,  e  duro  ; 
Ando  verfo  At It,  e  parve  aver  le  penne 
Per  quel  catr.rnin,  Che  piu  trove  ficuro. 
Oltre  a  le  guide,  in  gran  favor  gli  vtnne, 
Che  la  partita  fu  per  Faer  fcuro. 
Venti  mi  la  tra  d  Africa,  e  di  Spagna 
Fur,  cb'a  Rinalda  ufcir  fuor  de  la  ragna. 

85. 

§  ieii  ch'egli  uccife,  quei,  che  i  fuoi  fratdli, 
iei,  che  i  duo  figli  del  Signor  di  Vienna, 
iei,  che  provaro  empi  neniici,  e  felli 
1  fittecento,  a  cui  Rinaldo  accenna, 
E  quei,  che  fpenfe  Sanfonetto,  e  qnellit 
Che  nella  fuga  faffogaro  in  Senna , 
Chi  potejje  contar,  confer ia  ancara 
do,  che  fparge  d" April  Favonio^  e  Flora. 

86. 

EJlima  alcun,  che  Malagigi  parte 
Ne  la  vJttoria  avejje  de  la  nitte ; 
Non  che  di  fangut  le  campagne  fparte 
FoJJer  per  lui,  ne  per  lui  tejte  rctte; 
Ma  che  gt  infer na/i  Angeli  per  arte 
Fccejfe  ufdr  da  le  tartaree  grotte  : 
£  con  tante  bandiere,  e  tantc  lance^ 
Ctfinfume  piu  non  ne  potrian  due  France, 

87. 

E  che  facejfe  ndir  tanti  met  alii, 
Tanti  tamburi,  e  tanti  varifuoni^ 
Tanti  annitriri  in  voce  di  cavalliy 
Tanti  gridi,  e  tvmidti  di  pedoni  ; 
Che  rifonar,  e  piani^  e  monti,  e  *valii 
Dovean  de  le  longinque  regioni ; 
Ed  a  i  Mori  con  quejio  un  timor  ditdet 
Che  li  fete  volt  or  ia  fuga  il  piede. 

88. 

Nonftfcordo  il  Re  £  Africa  Ruggiero^ 
Cb'eraferito,  ejiava  ancora  grave. 
Quanta  potepiu  acconcio  s'un  dejlriero 
Lc  fece  par,  ch'avea  Vendor  foave ; 
E,  poi  che  febbe  tratto,  ove  il  fentiere 
f-u  piuficuri,  il  fe  pofare  in  nave, 
E  verjo  Arli  portar  comodamente, 
s'avea  a  raccor  tutta  la  gento. 


But  could  he  get  to  Arli,  or  Narbon, 

With  the  few  forces  which  with  him  remain, 

As  ftrong  and  good  the  land  of  either  one, 

There,  for  fome  time,  he  might  the  war  maiataim  : 

And,  when  himfelf  were  in  fafe  ftation, 

He  might  this  bafe  attack  revenge  again, 

His  army  reinforcing  fpeedily, 

Whence,  in  the  end,  Charles  might  o'erpower'd  be. 

84- 

With  their  advice  King  Agramant  complies, 
Tho'  fuch  procedure  hard  was,  and  fevere: 
And,  as  if  wings  he  had,  tow'rds  Arli  flies, 
Along  the  way  which  fafeft  did  appear  : 
Befide  th'  efcort,  great  favour  him  fupplies 
For  his  departure,  the  now-darken'd  air  ; 
Of  Spain  and  Afric  twenty  thoufand  get 
With  fafety  off  from  out  Rinaldo's  net. 

85. 

Thofe  whom  himfelf,  and  thofe  his  brethren  flew, 
Thofe,  of  Vienna's  Lord  the  offspring  dread, 
Thofe,  the  dire  cruel  enemies  o'erthrew, 
The  feven  hundred  whom  Rinaldo  led, 
And  thofe  whom  Sans'net  flaughter'd,  and  the  crew 
By  flight,  who,  finking  in  the  Sein,  were  dead, 
Whoe'er  can  calculate,  may  number  too 
The  flow'rs  in  April  Zephyrs  caufe  to  blow. 

86. 

That  Malagige  had  part  fome  fancied, 
In  this  fame  victory  obtain'd  by  night : 
Not  that  the  blood  along  the  plain  was  fpread 
By  him,  nor  by  him  many'  a  head  was  flit ; 
But  that  th' infernal  fprights  he  fummoned 
By  magic  art  from  the  Tartarean  pit ; 
And  with  fo  many  ftandards,  many'  a  lance, 
Which  could  not  do  twice  the  extent  of  France. 

87. 

And  made  them  hear  fo  many  trumpets  found, 
So  many  drums,  of  noife  varieties, 
So  many  horfes  neighing  all  around, 
Of  infantry  fuch  tumults  and  fuch  cries, 
That  enforc'd  hills  and  vallies  to  refound, 
And  plains  to  the  remoteft  boundaries  ; 
And  to  the  Moors  thereby  caus'd  fuch  a  fright, 
That  made  them  turn  their  feet  to  fudden  flight. 

Q  O 
OO 

Of  Ruggier  thinks  the  King  of  Africa, 
Who  wounded,  and  not  yet  recover 'd  was  : 
And  on  a  palfrey  caus'd  .them  him  to  lay, 
Eafy  as  might  be,  who  went  gentle  pace, 
And  when  he  had  convey'd,  to  where  the  way 
Was  moft  fecure,  did  in  a  veflel  place, 
Tow'rds  Arli  to  bear  on  commodioufly, 
Where  h'ad  aflcmbied  all  his  company. 

89. 
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J^w«',  ch'a  Rinaldn,  e  a  Carlo  dier  le  fpalU? 

T?ur  credo  centamila,  o  poco  manco, 

Per  catnpagne,  per  bojlbi^  e  monte,  e  valle 

Cerearo  ufc'ir  di  man  del popol Franco  j 

Ma  la  piu  parte  trovb  cbiufo  il  call', 

•E  fece  roJTo^    ov'eraverde,  e  bianco. 

Con  non  fece  il  Re  di  Sericfina, 

Cb'avea  da  lor  la  tenda  piu  hntona. 

90^ 

Anyj.  come  egli  fente,  cbe'l  Signore 
Di  Montcdbano  e  que/fo,  che  gli  ajfalta, 
Gioifce  di  tal  ginbilo  nel  core, 
Che  qua,  e  la  per  alle^rezza  fait  a  \ 
Loda^   e  r-ingrazi/i  il  Juojommo  fattore-, 
Cbe  qtiflla  notte  gli  occorra  tant'alta, 
E  $}  rara  avventura,  d'acquiftare 
Baiardo,  quel  dtjlrier,  che  non  ba  pare. 

91. 

Avea  quel  Re  gran  tempo  dejiato^ 
Credo  ch'altrove  vcil'abbiate  letto, 
D'aver  la  buona  Dut  indana  a  lato^ 
E  cavalear  quel  corridor  perfeito  ; 
£  gia  con  piu  di  cento  mi  la  arm  at  a 
Era  valuta  in  Francia  a  qnejfa  fffftlo  ; 
E  con  Rinaldo  gia  sjidato  ?  era 
Per  quel  cavalloy  a  la  battaglia  fara. 

92. 

£  sul  I'to  del  mar  s'era  condi<tto^ 
•Ovea  tlovea  la  pugna  diffinire, 
Ada  M(d  g'gi  a  turbar  venne  il  tutto, 
Cbe  fe  il  cugin,  mal  grade  fuo,  part  ire, 
Avendol  fopra  un  legno  in  mar  ridutto  j 
Lungo  jaria  tutta  1'ijioria  dire. 
Da  indi  in  qua  f mo  tlmido,  e  vile 
Sempre  Gradajjo  il  Paladin  gentile. 

93- 

Or  cbeGradaffo  cjjer  Rinaldo  intend* 
Ccjlu'i,  ch'ajjale  il  cawpo,  fe  rf allegro  : 
Si  vejie  Far  me,  e  la  fua  Alfana  prendet 
jE  cercando  lo  .va  per  I1  aria  negra  ; 
E  quanti  ne  rifcc*ttra  a  terra  ftende^ 
Ed  in  confufo  lafcia  affiitta^  edegra^ 
La  genie,  o  fia  di  Libia ,  o  fia  di  Francia  : 
Tutti  It  tnena  a  un  par  la  buona  lancia. 

94. 

Lo  va  di  qua,  di  la  tanto  cercando, 
Chiamando  jpej/o,  e  quanta  pub  piu  forte ; 
E  jt'mpre  a  quella  parte  declinando, 
Ow  piufolte  Jon  le  genti  rnorte  ; 
Cb'al Jin  s'incontra  in  lui  brar.do  per  Irandc, 
Poi  the  le  lance  loro  ad  una  forte 
Eran  fal'ite  in  mille  ftbegge  rotte 
'Sin'alcarrojieilato  de  la  n'Ate. 


89. 

They  who  to  Charles  and  toRinald  gave  ground, 
An  hundred  thoufand  men,  I  understand, 
O'er  plains,  thro'  woods,  by  hills  and  vallies  bound, 
Seeking  to  'fcape  from  the  French  people's  hand ; 
But  greatefl  part  their  paths  obftrufted  found, 
And  made,  which  green  and  white  was,  red  the  land ; 
But  not  fo  did  the  King  of  Serican, 
Who  had  his  tent  at  greater  diftance  lain. 

90. 

Rather,  as  he  perceiv'd,  that  Lord  was  he 
Of  Montalban,  who  them  attack'd  in  fight, 
His  heart  exulted  with  fuch  jubilee, 
That  he  leapt  here  and  there,  thro"  vaft  delight : 
He  prais'd  and  thank'd  his  Maker  heavenly, 
That  unto  him  fliould  happen,  on  that  night, 
So  lofty  an  adven'tnre,  and  fo  rare, 
To  gain  Baiard,  the  horfe  that  has  no  pair. 

91. 

Long  time  defired  had  this  fovereign, 
I  think  elfewhere  you  might  this  ftory  read, 
By 's  fide  to  have  the  pow'rful  Durtndan, 
And  to  be  mounted  on  that  perfect  fteed  : 
And  with  'bove  hundred  thoufand  armed  train, 
Was  come  to  France,  with  purpofe  to  fucceed  \ 
And  with  Rinaldo  had  a  challenge  made, 
For  this  fame  palfrey,  to  a  combat  dread. 

92. 

And  to  the  borders  of  the  fea  he  bent, 
Where  was  ordain'd  to  finifh'd  be  this  fight ; 
But  Malagigi  did  the  whole  prevent, 
Who  caus'd  his  kinfman  go,  in  his  defpite, 
And  in  a  vefTel  him  to  fea  had  fent ; 
Long  'twould  be  all  the  flory  to  indite. 
Still,  from  that  time,  coward  was  deem'd  and  bafc 
The  gallant  Paladin,  by  King  Gradafs. 

93- 

Now  when  Cradafs  to  be  Rinaldo  found, 
Him  who  the  camp  afTaults,  he  joy  exprefs'd  ; 
Alfana  takes,  and  on,  his  armour  bound, 
And,  thro'  the  air  obfcure,  to  feek  him  prefs'd  ; 
And  all  he  met  he  ftretch'd  upon  the  ground, 
Leaving  confus'd,  afflicted,  and  diftrefs'd, 
As  well  the  Lybian  troops,  as  thofe  of  France; 
Treating  them  all  alike  with  his  good  lance. 

94- 

,  This  way  and  that  he  hurry'd,  him  to  find, 
Upon  him  calling  frequently  and  loud  ; 
And  tow'rds  that  part  continually  inclin'd, 
Where  of  the  people  flain  was  greatefl  croud, 
Until  they  fword  to  fword  each  other  join'd, 
Seeing,  by  equal  lot,  their  lances  good 
Had  been  into  a  thoufand  f pi  inters  broke, 
And  to  the  ftarry  wain  of  night  betook. 

7  95- 


Canto  31, 


ORLANDO    FURIOSO. 


"95- 


^tiando  Gradajfo  il  Paladin  gagliardo 
Conofce^  e  non  perche  ne  vegga  infegna  ; 
Ma  per  gli  orrendi  colpt^  e  per  Baiardo^ 
Cbe  par,  eke  fol  iutto  quel  campo  tegna  ; 
Non  egridando  a  improverargli  tar  do 
La  prova,  cbe  di  fe  fece  nondegna  ; 
Cb'al  dato  campo  il  giorno  non  comparfe^ 
Che  tra  lor  la  battaglia  doveafarfe. 

96. 

Szggiunfe  poi :  Tuforfeavevifpcme, 
Se  potevi  nafconderti  quel  punto^ 
Cbe  non  mai  piu  per  raccozzarci  injieme 
Fojjimo  al  tnondo ;  or  vedi,  ch'io  fho  giunto  j 
Sia  certOy  fe  tu  andajjt  ne  I'e/freme 
FoJTe  di  Stige,  o  fojji  in  cielo  ajjunto, 
Ti  feguiro,  quando  abbi  il  dejirier  teco, 
Ne  I' a  It  a  luce,  e  giu  nel  mondo  cieco. 

97- 

Se  d'av.-r  meco  a  far  non  ti  da  il  core, 
E  vedi  gia,  cbe  non  puoi  Jiarmi  a  paro, 
E  piitjtimi  la  vita,  cbe  Fonore, 
Senza  periglio  ci  puoi  far  riparo, 
Quando  mi  lafci  in  pace  il  corridor  e  \ 
E  viver  puoi,  fe  it  t'e  il  viver  caro  ; 
Ala  vivi  a  pie,  cbe  non  merti  caval!ot 
S'a  la  cavalier ia  fat  si  gran  fallo. 

98. 

A  quel  parlor  ft  ritrovo  prefente 
Con  Ricciardetto  il  cavalier  Selvagglo, 
£  le  fpade  ambi  trajfero  tigualmente 
Per  far  par  ere  il  Serican  mal  faggio', 
Ala  Rinaldo  s'oppofe  immantinente  \ 
E  nonpati,  cbe  Je  gli  feffe  ohraggio, 
Dicendo :  Senza  voi  dunque  nonjono 
A  chi  nfoltraggia^  per  rijponder  buono  ? 

99. 

Poife  ne  ritorno  verfo  il  Pagano ; 
E  dij/e :  Odi^  GradaJJo^  to  voglio  fartey 
Se  tu  m'afco/tiy  manifefto^  e  piano, 
Ch'io  venni  a  la  marina  a  ritrovarte  ; 
E  poi  ti  fofterri  con  far  me  in  mano^ 
Che  t'avro  detto  il  vero  in  ogni  parte ; 
E,fempre  che  tu  dica^  tnentirai, 
Ch'a  la  cavalleria  mancajji  lo  mai. 

100. 

Ma  ben  ti  prego^  cbe  prima,  cbefta 
Pugna  tra  noi^  tu  pienamente  intenda 
La  giujiijjima,  e  vera  fct/fa  mid, 
ACCIQ  ch  'a  tor  to  piu  non  mi  riprenda  j 
E  poi  Baiardo  a  1 1  ermine  di  pria 
Tra  noivorro*  ch'a  piedifi  coutenda, 
Da  folo  a  folo  infolitario  late. 
Si  come  apuntofu  da  te  ordinato. 
VOL.  II. 


95- 

When  the  flout  Paladin  Gradaffo  knows, 
And  not  becaufe  he  any  enfign  'fpy'd, 
But  by  his  Baiard,  and  the  horrid  blows, 
Seeming  as  he  alone  the  field  defy'd, 
With  cries,  to  chide  him  he  impatient  Ihcws, 
For  th'  a<5l  unworthy  of  himfelf  he  did, 
That  he  appear'd  not  on  the  plain,  that  day, 
Which  they  had  fix'd  the  combat  to  eflhy. 

96. 

Then  adds ;  Perhaps  you  hope  might  entertain, 
If  you  from  me  yourfelf  could  then  fecrete, 
We  ne'er  together  might  approach  again 
More  in  this  world  ;  now  fee  how  you  I  meet ! 
Be  fure,  fhould  you  th'  extreameft  tofs  attain 
O'th'  Stygian  lake,  or  up  to  heaven  get, 
You  I'll  purfue,  long  as  this  horfe  you  keep, 
Up  to  the  fun,  or  to  the  darkfome  deep. 

97- 

If  to  engage  with  me  your  heart  deny, 
And  you  lee  plain  you  can't  with  me  compare, 
And  you  than  honour  prize  your  life  more  high, 
The  wrong  you've  done  you  fafely  may  repair  ; 
If  you  the  fleed  relinquifh  quietly, 
And  live  you  may,  if  life's  to  you  fo  dear  ; 
But  live  on  foot,  for  horfe  you  merit  not, 
Who  hafl  on  knighthood  cafl  fo  foul  a  blot. 

98. 

Prefent,  while  this  harangue  he  made,  flood  by 
The  knight  the  Savage  call'd,  and  Ricciardet, 
And  both  of  them  their  fwords  drew  equally, 
To  fhew  the  Serican  was  indifcreet ; 
But  them  oppos'd  Rinaldo  inllantly, 
Nor  fuffer'd  them  with  outrage  him  to  treat ; 
Saying,  Without  all  ye,  then  am  not  I, 
'Gainft  who  affronts  me  able  to  reply  ? 

99 

Then  to  the  Pagan  turns  himfelf  again. 
Saying,  GradafTo,  mind,  to  you  I'll  fhew, 
If  you  will  hear  me,  man  if  eft  and  plain, 
That  to  the  fhore  I  came  in  feavch  of  you  : 
And  then,  my  arms  in  hand,  I  will  fuflain. 
What  I  fhall  tell  you  is,  in  all  parts,  true  ; 
And  ever  that,  in  what  you  fay,  you  lye, 
That  I  e'er  failure  made  in  chivalry. 

100. 

Bitt  earnefl  I  entreat  you,  ere  this  fight 
'Twixt  us  be  made,  you  fully  would  attend 
To  my  apology,  moll  true  and  right, 
That  me,  in  wrong,  no  more  you  reprehend  : 
Then,  on  the  terms  wherein  we  did  unite, 
I  will,  for  Baiard,  we  on  foot  contend, 
Singly  oppos'd,  in  folitary  place, 
Jult  in  the  manner  by  you  fettled  was. 

U  i 


O 


101. 

Era  cortefe  il  Re  di  S  eric  ana  * 
Come  ogni  cor  magnanimo  cjjer  fuole  ', 
Ed  e  contenio  udir  la  cofa  piano.* 
E  come  il  Paliidinfcufar  Jivuole  ; 
Con  lui  ne  viene  in  ripa  a  la  jiumanat 
Ove  Rinaldo  in  femplici  parole 
A  la  fua  vera  ijloria  trajfe  il  vrh  ; 
E  chiamo  in  tejlimonio  tutto'l  cieio. 

IO2. 

E  poi  cbiamar  fece  il  figliuo!  di  BUOVC, 
L'uom,  cbe  di  quejlo  era  informato  u  puna: 
Cb'a  parte  a  parte  replied  di  nuovo 
L'incanto  fuo,  re  dijje  piii9  ne  rneno. 
Soggiunfe  poi  Rinaldo  :  C'tOy  cb'ieprovo 
Col  teflimonio,  i-o  vo\  cbe  I'arme  Jienoy 
Che  or  a,  e  in  ogni  tempo ,  cbe  ti  place, 
Te  rfabbiano.  a  far  pro^a  piu  verace. 

103. 

11  Re  Gradaffoy.  cbe  lajciar  non  voile 
Per  lafecoiida  la  quertla  prirna^ 
Le  fcuff  di  Rinald!)  in  pace  tolle ; 
Ala  Je  fonvere,  I  falje,  in  dubbiojlima* 
A ":•.'/  tolgon  campo  piu  sul  llio  molle 
Di  BarcellQiMy  we  lo  tolfer  prima  ; 
Ma  s'accordaroper  Paltra  mattina 
Trovarfi  a  una  fontana  ind'i  vicina  : 

104- 

Ql'e  Rinaldo  feco  abbia  ilcavallo^ 
Che  ps/lo  fta  cornwternent-c  in  mezzo  ; 
SSI  Re  uccide  Rinaldo,  o  il  fa  ijajjallq^ 
Se  ne  pigli  il  dejirier  fenzaltro  mezzo  ', 
Ma  Je  Gradajfo  e  quel^  cbe  faccia  fallo-> 
Cbe'fia  condotto  a  f  ultimo  ribrezzo\ 
O  per  piu  non  potert  che  gli  ft  renda^ 
Da  lui  Rinaldo  Durindana  prenda. 

105. 

Con  maraviglia  moliat  e  piu  dolor  e, 
Come  v 'ho  ditto,  avea  Rinaldo  uaita 
Da  Fiordiligi  bcllu,  ctfera  fuore 
De  Fintelletto  il  j'uo  cugino  ufcito. 
ufoea  de  I'arme  intefo  anco~il  tenor c^ 
E  del  litigio,  che  n'era  feguito, 
E  ch'in  Jomma  Gradajjo  avea  quel  Irando^ 
Ch'orno  di  mille  e  mille  fabne  Orlando.. 

1 06. 

Poi  cbe  fur-on  d' ace  or  do,  ritornoffg 
11  Re  Gradajjo  a  i  fer-jitori  Jia  ; 
Bencbe  da  I  Paladin  pregato  foj/e, 
Che  ne  vcniffe  ad  aUoggiar  con  lui. 
Cpme  fu  giorno,  ii  Re  Pagano  artnojje. ; 
Cost  Rinaldo,  e  giunfero  ambidui, 
Ove  dwea  non  lungi  a  la  fontana 
Combatterfi  Baiardo^  e 


R  LA  N  D  O    FU'R  1  Q  S  O. 

IO 


Canto 


Of  courteous  manaers  was  the  Serican, 
As  ufes  to  be  ev'ry  gcn'rous  heart ; 
And  is  content  to  hear  the  matter  plain, 
Th'  excufe  the  Paladin  nov  would  imjxirt  : 
With  him  he  comes  to  th'  borders  of  the  Sciu, 
Y^hereon  Rinald,  in  words  devoid  of  art, 
The  veil  dre\v  off  from  his  true  hiftory, 
And  call'd  the  heavens  all  to  teltity. 

102. 

And  then  of  Bovo  caus'd  be  call'd  the.  fon, 
The  perfon  that  this  mutter  fully  knew, 
By  whom,  in  ev'ry  part,  again  was  ihown, 
'Twas  his  enchantment,  utt'ring  nothing  new  ? 
Rinaldo  then  rejoin'd,  What  I've  laid  down 
By  teftimony,  I  by  arms  will  do, 
Which  now,  and  at  all  times,  when  you  think  fit, 
Are  ready  to  give,  you  proof  flronger  yet. 

103. 

The  King  GradaiTo,  who  would  not  forego, 
For  this  lait  quarrel,  that  his  firft  difpute  ; 
Rinald's  excufe  does  quietly  allow, 
But  if  'twere  true  or  tldfe  he  held  in  doubt. 
The  field,  on  the,  rnoift  more,  they  take  not  now, 
Of  Barcelona,  as  was  iiril  let  out  j 
But  they  agreed,  foon  as  next  morn  appear, 
They'd  at  a  fountain  meet,  to  that  place  near. 

104. 

Where  with  him  mould  Rinaldo  have  the  Aeed> 
Who  mould  in  common  plac'd  between  them  be, 
If  the  King  took  Rinald,  or  ihoukl  he  bleed, 
He'd  have,  without  more  work,  the  palter y : 
But  if  Gradaflb  fhould  fo  ill  fucceed, 
To  be  reduc'd  to  th'  laft  extremity, 
Or  yield,  as  he  could  no  refinance  make, 
From  him  Rinald  ihould  Durindana  take. 

105. 

With  great  amazement,  and  with  grief  iinmenfe-. 
As  I  have  told  ye,  had  Rinaldo  known, 
From  Flordilege  the  fair,  that  out  of  fenfe 
His  haplefs  kinfman  was  intirely  gone  : 
For  th1  arms,  he  alfo  heard  the  violence 
Of  controverfy,  which  fell  out  thereon, 
And  tho.t,  in  fine,  Gradaffo  had  that  brand, 
Which  had,  with  thoufand  palms,  adorn'd  Orland. 

106. 

Soon  as  their  contract  they  had  fix'd,  away 
To  his  attendants  went  the  King  Gradafs  ; 
Tho'  him  the  Paladin  did  earneit  pray, 
With  him  his  lodgment  he  that  night  would  pafs. 
The  Pagan  King  was  arm'd  at  break  of  day, 
So  was  Rinald,  and  both  came  to  the  place, 
Which  they'ad  appointed,  to  the  fountain  nigh, 
Baiard  and  Durindaa  in  fight  to  try. 

107, 


Canto  32, 
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107. 

D."  la  battaglia,  cbe  Rinaldo  avert 
CwGradaJJo  dovea  da  filo  afolo. 
Par  can  git  amid  fuoi  tutti  tcmere, 
E  innanzi  il  cajo  ne  faceano  il  duolo. 
Alolto  ardir,  tncltaforza^  alto  fapere 
Avea  Gradaffa  ;  ed  0r,  the  del  figliuoh 
Dd  gran  Milone  avea  la  fpada  a  I  fianco  : 
Di  timer  per  Rinaldo  era  agnun  bianco. 

108. 

E  piu  de  gl'i  altri  il  frate  di  Vivian? 
Stava  di  quejla  pugna  in  dubbio,  e  in  tema  ; 
Ed  afi'9  volentier  vi  porria  mono 
Per  farla  rirflaner  d '  effetto  fcema  ; 
Jlh  non  vzrria)  cbe  quel  da  Montalbanv 
Se*o  Vtnijje  a  r.em^izia  e/iretna  ; 
Ch'anco  avea  di  quell" altra  fcco  fd<gnoy 
C'm  gli  turbo,  quando  il  Itvo  sit'/  kgnr. 

109. 

Majliano  gli  altri  in  dubbio^  in  tema,  e  in  doglia, 
R'.naldo  fe  ne  va  lieto,  e  ficuro, 
Speraitdo^  ch'ora  il  biefmo  je  gli  toglia^ 
Cb'averc  a  tor  to  gli  parea  pur  duro ; 
Si  cbe  qua  da  Pontieri^  e  d'  Altafigtia. 
Faccia  cheti  reftar,  come  mai  furo  : 
Va  con  baldanza,  e  fuurta  di  ewe 
Di  riportarne  il  tnonfale  onore. 

no. 

Poi  cbe  Pun  quinci^  e  faltro  quindi  giunto 
Fu  qtiafe  a  un  tenrpj  in  su  la  chiara  fonte^ 
S'accarezzaro,  e  fero  a  punto  a  punt1} 
Coil  ferena,  ed  amichewl  fronte* 
Come  di  fangue^  e  d'amifta  congiunio 
FoJTe  GradaJJb  a  quel  di  Cbiaramonie. 
Aya,  come  pot  s'andajjero  a  ferire, 
Vi  vsglio  a  un  'ultra  vdta  differire. 


107. 

For  this  fame  fight,  Rinaldo  was  to  (hare 
Agaimt  Gradailb,  (ingle  and  alone, 
All  of  his  friends  feem'd  to  conceive  much  frar. 
And  therefore,  ere  it  ruijSpen'd,  made  great  moan: 
Much  courage,  mighty  prowefs,  fcience  rare, 
GradafTo  h?.d,  and  now  he,  of  the  fon. 
Of  the  great  Milon,  had  b'  his  fide  the  blade, 
Ev'ry  one  pale,  was  for  Rinald  difmay'd. 

And,  more  than  all,  the  brother  of  Vivian 
In  doubt  and  fear  did  of  this  combat  (land, 
And,  that  it  might  without  effect  remain, 
Would  willingly  have  interpos'd  his  hand  ; 
But  difincRn'd  that  he  of  Montalban 
Should  with  him  come  to  enmity  moft  grand  } 
For  he  refented  what  h'ad  done  before, 
When  him  diflnrbing  to  the  bark  he  bore. 

109. 

Let  them  remain  in  doubt,  in  grief,  and  fear ; 
Joyful,  fecure,  Rinaldo  goes  away, 
Hoping,  from  blame  himfelf'he  now  {hall  clear, 
For  hard  it  feem'd  that  fault  on  him  mould  lay : 
Then  thofe  of  Altafoglia  and  Pontier, 
Quiet  as  e'er  he  may  compel  to  flay : 
With  courage  goes,  and  heart  of  conqueft  fure> 
The  honour  of  this  triumph  to  procure. 

no. 

Soon  as  from  difF'rent  parts  arriv'd  they  be, 
As  'twere  at  once,  ar  the  tranfparent  font, 
They  each  carefs,  with  fuch  ferenity, 
And  fhew  exactly  fuch  a  friendly  front, 
As  if  in  blood'  conjoin'd,  and  amity, 
Had  been  Gradafs  with  him  of  Claramont : 
But  to  their  ftrokes  how  after  they  came  on, 
Unto  another  time  I  /hall  poftpoiie. 


H. 


CANTO     XXXII. 


cbe  car.tare 

Gia  lo  prpmiji9  e  psi  m'ufci  di  merit f, 
D'una  fiifpi-ziori)  che  fotia  avea 
La  bella  Donna  di  Rugger,  dolente  ; 
De  V altra,  piu  fpiacevole^  e  piu  r£O9 
£  di  piu  acuto,   e  i>en«r.ofo  dentc, 
Che  per  quel^  cb"1  ella  udi  da  RicciardettOj 
A  divorarle  dew  'Ccntrl  nel  petto. 


T  Recollecl:,  to  you  I  fhonki  have  fung, 

*•   What  promis'd  was,  then  from  any  mind  took 

Of  a  conception  jealous,  which  had  ihmg,     [Might, 

Of  Ruggier,  the  afflicted  damfel  bright : 

More  dread  and  irkfome  than  the  ft-ft  which  fprung, 

Of  more  acute  an  j  more  -envenom *d  bite, 

Which  had  from  Rkciardctto  been  exprefs'd,     - 

That,  to  devour  her  heart,  had  (nz'd  her  breaft. 

U  2  2. 
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Dovea  ccntarne^   ed  altto  inccminciai  j 
Perchl  RinalJo  in  mezzo  foprawttine, 
E  poi  Guidon  nil  du  che  fare  ajjai, 
Che  tra  cannnino  a  bada  un  pezzo  il  tenne : 
D'una  co fa  in  unaltra  in  modo  entrap 
Che  rnal  di  Bradamante  ml  fovvenne, 
Sowiemmene  ora,  e  vo'narrarne  Innantl, 
Che  dl  Rinaidey  e  dl  Gradajfo  io  canti. 

Jlla  bifogna  anco  prima,  ch'io  ne  parli, 
Che  a"  Agramant  e  io  vt  ragioni  un  poco  ; 
Ck'avea  rlduUe  le  rellquie  in  Aril, 
Che  gli  rejlar  del  gran  notturno  fo'co  ; 
^uando  a  raccor  Io  fparfo  campo,  e  a  darlt 
Soccorfo,  e  vettovaglie  era  atto  II  loco, 
L?  Africa  Incontra,  e  la  Spagna  ha  viiina, 
Ed  e  in  sulfiume  ajjlfo  a  la  jnarina. 

Per  tutto'l  Regno  fa  fcriver  Mar  fills 
Gente  a  piedi,  e  a  cavallo^  e  trijla,  e  buona. 
Per  forza,  e  per  amor,  ogni  navilio 
Atto  a  battaglia  farina  in  Barcelona. 
Agramante  ognl  di  Mama  a  conclllo ; 
N^afpefa,  M  a  fatica  Ji  perdona  : 
Inlanto  gravi  ejjazionj,  e '  fyejfe, 
Tutte  hanno  le  citta  d'  Africa  opprejfi. 

Egli  ha  fatto  offerlre  a  Rodomonte, 
Perchl  ritorni,  eel  irnpetrar  net  puote, 
Una  cugina  fua,  figlia  d* Almonte , 
E'l  bel  Regna  a"  Or  an  dargll  per  dote. 
Nonft  volfe  Paltier  mover  da/pome; 
Ove  tanfarme,  e  tante  felle  vott 
Dl  quei,  che  fan  gia  capitati  al  paffb^ 
fia  ragunate.)  che  ne  copre  ilfaffb. 

6. 

Gia  non  volfe  Marfifa  imltar  I'atfo 
Di  Rodomonte*,  anzi,  com'ella  intefey 
CV  Agramante  da  Carlo  era  disfatto. 
Sue  genti  morte,  faccheggiate,  e  prefey 
E  che  con  pachi  in  Aril  era  rltratto ; 
Senza  afpettare  invito  il  cammin  preff  > 
Venne  In  aiuto  de  la  fua  corona, 
E  I' aver  gli  prof  erf  e,  e  la  perfona. 

E  gli  meno  Bruncllo  ;   e  gli  nefece 
Liber o  donOy  il  qual  non  avea  cffcfo. 
L'avea  tenuto  diece  glornl,  e  dte<.e 
ATo///,  fempre  in  timor  d'effere  appefo. 
Ey  poi  the  ne  conforza,  ne  con  prece 
Da  nejfun  vide  il  patrocinio  prefo^ 
In  si  jprezzato  fangue  non  fi  volfe 
Bruttar  f  alters  mani9  e  Io  dijciolfe, 


That  thing  I  fhonld  hare  fung,  but  did  commence 
•  Another,  as  Rinald  came  in  my  way, 
And  then  Guidon  much  bus'nefs  did  difpence, 
Who,  in  my  road,  kept  me  fome  time  at  bay  : 
I  pafs'd  from  one  thing  to  another,  whence 
Of  Bradamant  I  little  "thought  to  fay  : 
Now  her  remembYmg,  of  her  will  relate, 
Ere  of  Rinaldo  orGradafs  I  treat, 

3- 

But  I  muft  need,  ere  I  of  that  indite, 
A  little  treat  of  Agramante's  cafe, 
Who,  with  his  remnant,  took  to  Arli  flight, 
Left  with  him  from  the  vaft  nocturnal  blaze  : 
As  here  his  fcatter'd  force  to  reunite, 
To  aid  and  give  them  food,  was  fitting  place  : 
It  fronted  Africa,  and  Spain  was  nigh, 
And  on  a  river  near  the  fea  does  lie. 

4- 

.Marfilius  caus'd  enroll,  his  realm  throughout, 
Of  horfe  and  foot,  or  good  or  weak,  a  hoft, 
'Whether  they. would  or  not,  each  veflel  flout 
For  battle,  arm'd  on  Barcelona's  coaft. 
Daily  his  council  Agramant  call'd  out, 
Nor  fparing  was  he  of  fatigue  or  coft  : 
Mean  time  with  frequent  heavy  tax  aflefs'd, 
Of  Afric  ev'ry  city  he  opprefs'd. 

5. 

And  he  an  offer  made  to  Rodomont 
For  his  return,  but  could  not  it  obtain, 
His  kinfwoman,  a  daughter  of  Almont, 
And,  for  her  dow'r,  Orano's  rich  domain  : 
.The  haughty  one  would  not  move  from  his  pont, 
Where  arms  fo  many,  faddles  void  amain, 
Of  thofe,  who  now  had  to  that  pa/Tage  gone, 
He  had  conjoin'd,  they  cover 'd  the  whole  ftone. 

6. 

The  a<5r.  Marphifa  would  not  imitate 
Of  Rod'mont :  rather  when  {he  news  did  gain, 
That  Agramant  from  Charles  had  had  defeat, 
His  people  dead,  or  fack'd,  and  pris'ners  ta'en, 
And  he,  with  few,  to  Arli  made  retreat, 
Her  way  fhe  takes,  nor  did  for  call  remain  ; 
But,  to  his  crown  fhe  comes  to  lend  her  aid, 
And  of  herfelf  and  fortune  offer  made. 

And  brought  to  him  Brunei,  and  did  prefent 
Him  in  free  gift,  whom  fh'ad  not  punifhed  : 
Ten  days  and  nights  fh'ad  him  in  confinement, 
Of  being  hang'd,  in  a  continual  dread  : 
And  fmce,  by  pray'r,  or  manner  violent, 
She  fees,  that  none  for  him  follicited, 
In  blood  fo  defpicable  (he'd  not  ftain 
Her  hands  fublime,  fo  lets  him  loofe  again. 
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Tutte  I'anticbe  ingiuiie  gli  rinirffe, 
E  J'eco  in  A>  U  ad  Agrarnante  it  trajje. 
/>V«  dovete  penfar,  che  gaudio  ave/fe 
11  Re  di  lei)  ch'ad  aiutarlo  andafe. 
E  del  gran  canto,  cti  egli  ne  faceffe, 
Vrlfe,  che  Brunei  provaJt  mojirajje  ; 
Che  quel,  di  cb'elia  gli  avea  fatto  tenno, 
Di  volet  lo  impiccar,  fe  da  buon  fetino. 

9- 

11  manigeldo  in  loco  inculto  ed  ermo 
Pajlo  di  corvi,  e  d'avoltoi  lafcioilo. 
Ruggier,  ck'un'altra  volta  gli  fu  fcbermo, 
E  cbe  il  lacdo  gli  avria  to/to  dal  cello ; 
La  giuftizia  di  Dio  fa,  cb'ora  infermo 
S'e  ritrovato,  ed  aiutar  non  polio  ; 
E,  quando  il  feppe,  era  gia  il  fatto  occorfo, 
Sit  che  re/io  Brunei  fenza  foccorfo. 

10. 

In  tanto  Bradamante  iva  accvfando, 

Che  cosi  Itnghi  fian  quei  I'enti  gicrni  ; 
Li  quai  fimti,  il  iermine  era,  quando 
A  lei  Ruggiero,  ed  a  la  fede  torni. 
A  cbi  ajpetta  di  career e,  o  di  bando 
\Jfcir,  non  par,  cbe' I  tempo  piufiggjornl, 
A  dargli  libertade ;  o  de  F  amata 
P  atria,  vijla  gioconda,  e  defiata* 

II. 

In  quel  duro  afpettare  ella  tal  volta 
Penfa,  ch'Eto,  e  Piroojia  fatto  zippot 
O  fta  la  rota  guajia,  ch'a  dar  volta 
Le  par^  che  tardi  cltr'a  I'ufato  troppo. 
Piu  lungi  di  quel  giorno,  a  cm  per  mclta 
Fede,  nel  cielo  il  giu/to  Ebreo  fe  intoppo  } 
Piu  de  la  notte,  ch  Ercole  p>of/uj/e, 
Parea  a  lei,  ch'ogni  notte,  ogni  di  fujje. 

12. 

0  quante  volte  da  invidiar  le  diero 
E  gli  orfi,  e  i  ghiri,  e  i  fonnacc hioji  tajfi ; 
Che  quel  tempo  valuta  avrebbe  intero 
Tutto  dor  mi  r,  che  mat  non  ft  dejlaj/i\ 
Ne  potere  altro  udir,  fin  cbe  Ruggiero 
Dal  pigro  fonno  lei  non  richiamajji. 
Ma  non  pur  quefto  non  puo  far,  ma  ancora 
Non  pub  dormir  di  tutta  notte  un'ora. 

13- 

Di  qua,  di  la,  va  le  noiofe  piume 
Tutte  premendo,  e  mai  non  ft  ripofa ; 
SpeJJo  aprir  la  fineftra  ha  per  coftume 
Per  veder,  s'anco  di  Tit  on  la  fpofa 
Sparge  dinanzi  al  matutino  lume 
11  bianco  giglis,  e  la  vermiglia  rofa. 
Non  meno  ancor,  poi  ch'e  nafciuto  il  giorno, 
Brama  veder  e  il  del  dijlelle  adorno, 


She  all  his  former  injuries  forgave, 
To  Agramant,  in  Arli,  then  convey'd  : 
You  well  may  think,  what  joy  the  King  muft  have 
For  her,  who  now  was  conre  to  give  him  aid  : 
And,  that  he  high  efteem'd  her  perfon  brave, 
Will'd  that  a  proof  ftiould  by  Brunei  be  made ; 
For  what  fhe  did  but  feemingly  difpofe, 
The  hanging  him,  the  King  in  earneft  does. 

9- 

The  hangman,  in  a  wild  and  defert  place, 
Left  him,  for  vultures  and  for  ravens  prey  : 
Ruggier,  who  once  of  him  the  fafeguard  was, 
And  from  his  neck  had  ta'en  the  noofe  away, 
By  heaven's  juftice,  now  in  fickly  cafe 
Is  found,  unable  his  aid  to  convey; 
And  ere  he  knew  of  it,  Brunei  his  fate 
Had  met,  being  thus  left  in  helplefs  Hate. 

10. 

The  mean  while  Bradamant  accufing  went 
Thofe  twenty  days,  that  of  fuch  length  they  were  j 
Which  was  to  be  the  term  when  they  were  fpent, 
That  to  the  faith,  and  her,  would  turn  Ruggier  : 
To  him,  who  waits  to  come  from  banHhment 
Or  prifon,  time  more  tedious  don't  appear, 
To  give  him  wiih'd-for  liberty's  delight, 
Or  of  his  country  dear  the  pleafmg  fight. 

ii. 

In  this  expectance  fad,  fometimes  fhe  thought, 
That  jEthon  and  Pirois  lame  were  made ; 
Or  that  the  wheels  were  broke,  to  turn  about 
Which  feem'd,  beyond  their  ufage,  fo  delay'd  : 
Than  that  day  longer,  when  with  faith  full  fraught, 
The  juft  Hebrean  once  the  heavens  ftay'd: 
Or  than  that  night  which  Herc'les  did  produce, 
That  ev'ry  day  and  night  was  to  her,  ihews. 

12. 

How  often  her  with  envy  did  infpire 
The  fleepy  tortoife,  dormoufe,  and  the  bear  ; 
Seeing  that  fhe  this  time  would  pafs  entire, 
Wholly  in  fleep,  nor  have  been  waken'd  e'er ; 
Devoid  of  hearing  aught,  till  her  Ruggier 
Should  call  her,  and  from  heavy  (lumber  rear  : 
But  this  could  fhe  not  do,  nor  even  yet 
Thro'  the  whole  night  one  hour  of  fleep  could  get. 

X3- 

On  all  fides  o'er  her  anxious  plumes  fhe  lay, 
Preffing  them  all ;  but  ne'er  could  find  repofe  : 
Oft-times  her  window  opens,  ftill  her  way 
To  fee,  as  yet,  of  Tithon  if  the  fpoufe 
Had  fcattered,  before  the  morning"ray, 
The  lily  white,  and  the  vermilion  rofe ; 
Nor  then,  yet  lefs,  foon  as  the  day's  return'd, 
Wifh'd  fhe  to  fee  the  heav'us  with  ftars  adorn  'd. 
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///  qiattro,   o  iinqus  £i:)rn:  apprfjfi 
I!  t  rminie  n  jrrr,  plena  di  fpene 
StfVa  fiffcttattdo  d'oni  in  or  a  il  mt/fe, 
Che  !c  "apportafj'e  :  E>-ci*Rng?ier,  cbe  vicnr. 
Mvitava  fopra  un'  dta  tarn  fpff/s, 
(Jh'i  f'./ti  bojcbi,  e  le  cam'agnc  <?,v; 
Scopiia  d'  mtorno,  e  parts  /•/.•  In  -i>in, 
Onde  di  Francia  a  Afinialba  n  fi  gia, 

*5- 

Be  di  lontano,  o  fpietothr  ac<rme  vcde, 
O  ccja  <'(?/,    ch'ii  c<i~:alier  jim'tgl'ia, 
Cbe  fen  il  fuo  tkfi&'o  R  uglier  crude  ^ 
1]  rn^rer.a  i  begli  occbi,   e  le  dgiln. 
Se  dtfarrnato,  a  viaatbrnte  a,  piedc, 
Cbe  fia  mejjo  di  ////,  fpera'.za  piglia  ; 
E,  fe  ben  poi  fnuace  la  ritrova, 
Pigliar  non  ceja  ur,a,  ed  unaltra  ww^tv?. 

16. 

Crederdoh  incsnirar  talora  arwiji, 
Sd'fe  dal  monte,  e  %iii  (aio  nel  piano, 
A7f  lo  trwando.  Jifpcro  cbe  fcjfi 
Per  altra  ftrada  -gin-tit  o  a  MwtaJbano  ; 
E  col  difir,  con  cb'avea  i  piedi  fniffi 
Fnor  del  cajlel^  ritcrno  d'entro  in  vann  : 
Na  q><a.  ne  la  trovcfo  ;   e  pa  fib  intanto 
II  termine  afpettato  da  lei  tanto. 

II  ttrmine  pafso  d'uno,  di  dui, 

Di  ire  giorni,  di  //,  d'otto,  e  di  venti  ; 

Ne  vedendo  i!  fuo  fy'fo-,   ric  di  hi' 

Sent  end  o  nur.i<a.   incomtncio  Limenti^ 

C'tJavrian  inojjo  a  pieta  ne  i  re?ni  bui 

fielle  furie  crinite  di  Jerpenti  ; 
fece  cUraggio,  a'bggli  occbi  divhii, 
Al  bianco  petto,  e  a  gli  aurel  crefpi  crini. 

i'a 

Dunque  fa  vcr,  dicca,  che  mi  convegna 
Cercar  un,  cbe  mi  fugge,  e  mi  s'afccn^e  ? 
Dnrque  debbo  prezzar  un,  cbe  mi  fdegna  ? 
Dello  pngar,  cbi  mai  nan  mi  rifponde? 
Patiro,  che  cbi  m'odia,  il  cor  mi  tegna  ? 
Un,  (be  si  Jlima  fue  virtu  prof  onde, 
Cbe  bifogno  far  a,  fbe  dal  -del  fcenda 
Immortal  Dea,  cbe'l  cor  a"  amor  gli  accenda  ? 

19. 

Sa  quejlo  altier^  cb'io  Fatna,  e  cb'io  Fadoro  j 
A^  mi  viol  per  amavte,  ne  per  ferva. 
11  crude!  fa,  cbe  per  lui  fpafrno,   e-mtro  \ 
E  dopo  mcrte  a  darmi  aiuto  ferva. 
E,  percbe  io  nin  gli  narri  il  mio  martsro 
Atto  a  piegar  la  fua  voglia  protcrva  ; 
Da  me  s'afconde,  come  afpide  fuole, 
Cbfj  pcrjlar  empio,  il  canto  udir  nm  vuale. 


When  ftie,  \vithin  four  or  five  days,  was  nigh 
The  term  appointed,  fhe,  with  hope  replete, 
Expecting  waits  for  mefTage  conftantly, 
That  news   fhould  bring,  Ruggier's  come  you   to 
Often  (he  mounts  upon  ibme  turret  high,        [meet : 
^^^hich  the  \voods  thick  and  champain  country  fwect 
Difcovers  all  around  ;  and  part  o'  th'  way, 
Which  betwixt  France  and  Montalban  docs  lay. 

15- 

If  iliining  arms  far  off  fhe  fees  appear, 
Or  fuch-Jike  thing,  refemblance  of  fome  knight. 
She  thinks  that  this  may  be  her  wifh'd  Ruggier, 
And  re-ferenes  her  brow,  and  eyes  fo  bright. 
If  one  difarm'd,  or  walking  traveller, 
Hope  that  he's  fent  from  him,  gives  her  delight ; 
Which  tho'  fhe  after  does  fallacious  find, 
Some  comfort  new  fhe  frill  to  take  inclin'd. 

1 6. 

Sometimes  fhe  arms  her,  hoping  him  to  meet, 
Defcends  the  mount,  and  pafles  to  the  plain  ; 
Nor  finding  him,  fhe  hopes  that  he  might  beat 
Some  other  road,  arriv'd  to  Montalban : 
And,  with  defire,  whence  ftie  had  mov'd  her  feet 
From  forth  the  caftle,  back  returns,  in  vain  : 
Nor  finds  him  here  nor  there :  mean  time  did  fly 
The  term  expected  by  her  fo  impatiently. 

17- 

The  term  was  pafs'd  away,  of  one,  of  two, 
Three  days,  now  fix,  now  eight,  now  twenty  gone; 
Nor  feeing  yet  her  fpoufe,  and  nothing  new 
Hearing  of  him,  fhe  recommenc'd  her  moan, 
Which  would  to  pity  move,  i'  th'  realms  of  rue, 
Thofe  furies  dire,  whofe  temples  ferpents  crown ; 
And  outrage  did  t'  her  eves  fo  heav'nly  fair, 
Her  fnowy  breaft,  and  crrfped  golden  hair. 

18. 

Is  it  then  true,  faid  fhe,  that  I  fubmit 
To  feek  for  him,  that  flies,  does  from  me  hide  ? 
Ought  I  then  one  to  prize  who  me  does  flight  ? 
Should  I  intreat,  where  anfwer  is  deny'd  ? 
Or  him,  that  hates  me,  t1  hold  my  heart,  admit  ? 
One,  who  for  valour  vaft  himfelf  does  pride ; 
T'were  need,  that  fhould  defcend  from  heav'n  above, 
Immortal  goddefs,  to  inflame  his  heart  with  love. 

!  .  19> 

This  proud  one  knows,  I  love,  adore  him  I, 
Nor  wills  me  his  in  love  or  fervile  ftate: 
The  cruel  knows,  for  him  I  faint  and  die ; 
And,  after  death,  to  give  me  help  does  wait : 
And,  that  I  may'nt  tell  him  my  mifery, 
Suiting  to  bend  his  mind  fo  obflinate, 
Like  th'adder,  from  me  he  does  difappear, 
Who  ftays  perverfe,  nor  will  "the  fongfter  hear. 
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20. 


Deb  !  ferma^  Amor,  cojlul,  che  coii 
Dinanzi  all-~nfi  tn'io  cirrer  ^affrctia  ; 
O  f  tornami  nd  grado,  onde  rn'bai  /<?//<?, 
Ruanda  n<  a  te,  ne  ad  alt>  i  era 
Deb,   come  il  mio  fperar  fallace^ 
Ch'in  te  ccn  priegbi  mat  plda  fi  metta  ; 
Che  ti  dlletti,  anzi  ti  pajay  e  vivi^ 
Dl  trar  da  gll  occbi  Lgrimoji  rivi. 

21. 

Ma  dl  cbe  debba  lamentu)  nil ,  ahi  kijfa  ! 
Fnor  cbc  del  mio  dcjire  irrazionale.  ? 
Ch'allo  mi  leva,  e  si  ne  Tana  pajja^ 
Cb'arriva  in  parte,  ove  s'abbruccia  Cole  ; 
Pol  non  potendo  fojhncr,   mi  laJJ'a 
Dal  cicl  coder  ;  ne  q.ui  finite  il  male  ; 
Cbe  le  rimette,  e  di  tiuovo  crde ;  ond'io 
Non  bo  trial  fine  al  prccipizio  mio. 

22. 

Anzl  via  piii)  the  del  dtjir^  mi  deggiv 
Di  me  dolcr,  cbe  J/  gli  apcrfi  il  fins  ; 
Onde  cacciata  ha  la  ragion  di  ffggio^ 
Ed  ogni  mio  poter  puo  di  lui  meno^ 

cl  mi  trajporta  ogrfor  dl  male  In  peggio  ; 
e  lo  poJJ'o  frenar,  che  nan  ha  freno  ; 
E  ml  fa  cert a ,  cbe  mi  mena  a  morte\ 
Perch' afpettanddy  il  mal  noccia  piu  forte. 

23- 

Deb  per  cbe  voglio  anco  di  me  dolermi  ? 
Cb'errcr,  fe  non  dl  amarii,   unqua  commtjjl, 
Che  tnaravlgha-)  fe  fragill^  e  Infer  mi 
Femminil  fenfi  fur  fubito  opprejfi? 
Percbe  dovev'io  ufar  ripari,  e  jchermiy 
Che  la  Jlffima  lelta  non  mi  piaLcffi, 
Gli  altl  fembiantiy  e  le  faftf  parole  P 
Mljero  e  beny  chi  veder  fchiva  il  Sole. 

24. 

Ed  oltre  al  mio  dejllno^  io  ci  fui  fplnta 
Da  It  parole  altrui  degne  di  fede. 
Somma  f  elicit  a  ml  fu  dipinta^ 
Ch'eJ/er  dovea  di  quejio  amor  menede. 
Se  la  perfuofione^  oinii'y  fu  finta  ; 
Se  fu  inganno  il  configllo^  che  ml  dicdt 
Merlin  5  pojfo  dl  lui  ben  lamentarnil ; 
Ma  non  d'amar  Ruggier  poj/b  ri  trar  mi. 

Di  Merlin  poffb,  e  di  Melljja  infieme 
Dolermi^  e  mi  dorro  d'ejjl  In  eterno  ; 
Che  dimoftrare  i  fruttl  del  mio  feme 
Mi  f  era  da  gli  fpirti  de  I'  Inferno  ; 
Per  pormi  fol  eon  queflafalfa  fpeme 
In  fervitu  ^  ne  la  caglon  difcerno^ 
Se  non  ch'erano  forje  invidiofi 
Da  i  mlel  dt,kit  Jicuri)  a/mi  rlptfi. 


All !  flop  him,  love,  who,  with  fo  locfe  a  rein, 
Before  my  gentle  movement,  hurries  on : 

0  turn  me  ;o  that  fhte,  whence  me  you've  ta'en, 
When  I  no  (lave  to  you,  or  any  one: 

Ah !  how  my  hope  fallacious  is  and  vain, 
By  pray'rs  to  move  you  to  companion ; 
Who  take  delight,  nay  live  and  life  fupply, 
By  drawing  briny  rivers  from  our  eye. 

21. 

But  what  mould  I  lament  me  of,  alas  ! 
Save  of  my  own  irrational  delire  ? 
So  high  I  mounted,  fo  thro'  air  did  pafs, 
Where  I  arriv'd,  I  fet  my  wings  on  fire: 
Unable  to  maintain  that  heav'nly  clafs, 

1  fell :  nor  does  my  evil  here  expire  ; 
For  I  replac'd  them,  and  anew  I  burn, 
Nor  e'er  will  have  an  end  my  overturn. 

22. 

Rather  by  far,  than  of  defire,  'tis  meet, 
I  grieve,  my  bread  to  love  I've  open  lain ; 
Whence  he  has  driven  reafon  from  her  featj. 
And  all  my  pow'rs  too  weak,  his  to  re  ft  rain, 
Who  bears  me  (till  from  evil  to  worfc  iVate ; 
Nor  can  I  check  him- who  is  without  rein  : 
And,  that  to  death  he  brings  me,  makes  me  fure,. 
Since  by  expectance  we  moft  hurt  endure. 

23- 

Ah  !  why  yet  mould  I  of  myfelf  lament  I 
What  fault,  fave  loving  you,,  did  I  commit  :" 
What  wonder,  if  the  frail  and  impotent 
Senfes  of  females  fuddenly  fubmit  ? 
Why  mould  I  ufe  defences  to  prevent 
Beauty  confummate  to  give  me  delight, 
Your  lofty  femblance,  and  your  dicYion  wife  : 
He's  wretched,  who  to  fee  the  fun  denies. 

24. 

Befides  my  fate,  thereto  I  was  prefs'd  on 
By  words  of  other,  worthy  of  regard ; 
Confummate  happinefs  to  me  was  mown, 
That  I  from  him  mould  have  of  love  reward: 
Alas !  if  feign'd  was  fuch  perfuafion, 
And  if,  by  counfel  g'wn,  me  infnar'd 
Merlin,  I  juftly  may  of  him  complain  ; 
But  can't  my  love  from  thee,  Ruggitr,  re/train.. 

25- 

I  may  of  Merlin  and  Melifs  bemoan, 
And  (hall  of  them  eternally  lament; 
Who,  that  my  future  offspring  might  be  {hownv 
Spirits  from  the  infernal  regions  fent, 
Only  to  put  me,  by  del uf ion, 
In  bondage :  nor  can  I  difcern  th'  intent ; 
Unlefs,  perhaps,  enry  in  them  arofe, 
Of  my  fo  fweet,  fecurc,  and  foft  repofe. 


15* 


26. 


5}  r^cHpa  il  dolsr,  cbe  non  awanza 
Locoy  eve  in  l?!  coiiforto  abbia  rice'to; 
Ma,  mat  grado  di  quel,  vien  la  jpcranza, 
E  vi  vuole  alloggiare  in  mezzo  il  petto  ; 
Rlnfref:andeli  par  la  rimcrnbranza 

i    ucl    ch'eluo    artir  I' ha  Ruier  dctto  ; 


Di  qucl,  ch'elfw  partir 

E  vuol  contra  il  parer  de  gh  altri  ajfctti, 

Cbe  cTora  in  ora  il  fuo  ritorno  afpetti. 

27. 

Que/ta  fperanza  dunque  la  foftenne 
Finiti  i  venti  giorni,  un  tnefe  apprejfi ; 
Si  cbe  il  dolor  ii  forte  non  le  tenne, 
Comms  tenuto  av>  ia,  I'animo  opprcjjo. 
Un  di,  cbe  per  lajlrada  fe  ne  venne, 
Cbe  per  trcvar  Ruggier  folia  far  fpejfo  \ 
Novella  udi  la  mi  f  era,  cb'in/iefne 
Fe  dietro  a  I'altro  ben  fuggir  la  fpeme. 

28. 

Venne  a  incontrare  un  cavalier  Guafeone, 
Che  dal campo  African  venia  di'iito  ; 
Cve  erajiaio  da  quel  di  prigime, 
Che  fu  irmanzi  a  Parigi  il  gran  conjiitto. 
Da  lei  fu  moltopoilo  p<ir  ragione, 
Fin  che  ft  venue  al  tennine  prefcritto. 
Domando  di  Ru/gifro,  e  in  lui  firmo/fc^ 
Ne  fuor  di  quejlo  fegno  piu  ft  mo/e. 

29. 

//  cavalier  buon  canto  ne  rendette, 
Che  ben  conofcca  tutta  qnetta  corte  ; 
E  narro  di  Ruggier,  cbe  contrajiette 
Da  fob  a  fold  a  A4andricardo  fo  te  j 
E  come  fgli  I'uccije,  e  pot  ne  jteite 
Ferito  piu  (fun  mefe  preffb  a  niorte  : 
E,  s'era  la  fua  ijloria  qui  conchiufa, 
Fatto  avria  di  Ruggier  la  vera  fcufa. 

30. 

Ma  come  poi  foggiunfe  :  Una  Donzella 
EJJl-r  rul  campo,  nomata  Marfifa, 
Che  men  non  era,  che  gagliarda,  bella^ 
A7;  mer.o  efperta  d'arme  in  ogni  guifa  ; 
Che  lei  Ruggier  amava,  e  Ruggiero  ella  ; 
Ch'egtt  da  lei,  ch'ella  da  lui  divifa 
Si  vedea  rare  ;  cb'ivi  ogn'uno  crede, 
Cbe  s'abbiano  tra  lor  data  la  fcde : 

31- 

E  che^  come  Ruggier  Ji  faccia  fano, 

11  matrimir.io  publicar  yi  dev?  j 

E  cb'ogni  Re,  ogni  Principe  Pagano 

Gran  piacer* ,  e  letizia  ne  riceve  ; 

Che  de  Funo,  e  de  rdtro,  fopra  umano 

Conojcendo  il  valor,  fperano  in  breve 

Far  una  razza  d'uornini  da  guerra 

La  piu  gagliarda,  che  mai  fojje  in  terra. 

7 


F  U  R  I  O  3  O.  Canto  32, 

Grief  occupies  her  fo,  there  don't  remain 

A  place  where  comfort  fhe  could  make  her  gueft ; 

But,  fpite  of  this,  hope  thither  did  attain, 

And  would  it's  lodgment  make  amidfl  her  breafl ; 

Refrefhing  now  her  memory  again, 

With  what,  at  parting,  Ruggier  had  exprefs'd  ; 

And  will'd,  'gainft  what  her  paffions  might  direcT, 

That  hourly  fhe  fhould  his  return  expert. 

27- 

This  chearing  hope  did  therefore  her  fupport, 
The  twenty  days  and  near  a  month  declin'd; 
That  grief  don't  hold  her  of  fo  cruel  fort, 
As  what  had  held  before  oppreft  her  mind.    ' 
One  day,  as  to  the  road  fhe  did  refort, 
As  oft  fhe  us'd  to  do,  Ruggier  to  find, 
News  heard  the  wretch  at  once,  that  put  to  flight 
Her  hope,  with  ev'ry  other  her  delight. 

28. 

She  chanc'd  to  meet  a  Gafcon  cavalier, 
Who  from  the  camp  of  Atric  came  foreright, 
Where  he  had  been  from  that  day  prifoner, 
When,  before  Paris,  was  that  dreadful  fight : 
On  many  things  fhe  mov'd  him  to  confer, 
Till  on  the  fubjecl:  purpos'd  fhe  did  light: 
She  afk'd  of  Ruggier,  and  on  him  fhe  ftay'd ; 
Nor  more  from  that  her  fettled  point  fhe  ftrayM. 

29. 

Of  this  the  knight  gave  a  narration  good, 
As  well  acquainted  with  that  court  throughout ; 
And  told  of  Ruggier,  hew  he  had  withftood, 
In  f  ingle  combat,  Mandricard  the  flout : 
And  how  he  flew  him,  and  that  it  enfu'd, 
Wounded  he  lay,  a  month,  of  life  in  doubt : 
And  if  his  ftory  here  had  been  conclufe, 
He  had,  for  Ruggier,  made  a  juft  excufe. 

But  when  he  after  did  to  her  declare, 
A  maid  was  in  the  camp,  by  name  Marphife, 
Who,  as  flic  valiant  was,  no  lefs  was  fair, 
Nor  lefs  expert  in  arms  of  every  guife ; 
-That  Ruggier  loved  her,  and  file  Ruggier ; 
That  him  from  her,  and  her  from  him,  one  fpies 
Rarely  disjoin'd ;  that  'twas  believ'd  by  all, 
They  plighted  had  their  faith  reciprocal : 

31- 

And  that,  as  foon  as  Ruggier  is  reftor'd, 
The  wedding  they'd  in  publick  celebrate ; 
And  that  each  King,  and  ev'ry  Pagan  Lord, 
Did  joy  receive  therefrom  and  pleafure  great ; 
For  that  of  each,  'bove  human  power  Aor'd, 
Knowing  the  valour,  they  foon  calculate, 
A  progeny  of  warlike  men  to  rear, 
The  ftoutefl  ever  did  on  earth  appear. 


Canto  32. 
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32- 

el,  c 


32- 


Credea  HGuafccn  quel,  che  dicecty  non  fenza 
Cagiony  the  ne  F  ejftrcito  de*  Mori 
Opinioney  e  univerfal  credenza, 
E  publico  parlor  n'era  di  fuori. 

I  molti  fegni  di  benivslenza 

Stati  tra  lor  facean  quejli  romon  : 

Che  tojloy  o  buonay  o  riay  che  la  fama  efct 

Fuor  d'una  bocca,  in  infinito  crefce. 

L'eJ/er  venuta  a  Mori  el/a  in  aita 
Con  luiy  ne  fenza  lui  comparir  mat, 
Avea  quefla  tredenzajlabilita  ; 
Ma  poi  i'avea  crcfciuta  pur'ajjaiy 
Ch'effendoft  del  campo  gia  partita 
Portandone  Brunei,  come  io  cantaiy 
Senza  eJJ~ervi  da  alcuno  nchiamatOy 
Sol  per  veder  Ruggier  vera  tornata. 

34- 

Sol  per  lui  v'fitar,  che  gravemente 
Languia  feritoy  in  campo  venuta  era. 
Non  una  fola  voltat  ma  fovente. 
Pi  /lava  il  giornoy  e  ft  partia  la  f  era  ; 
E  molto  piii  da  dir  dava  a  la  gentey 
Cb'e/endo  conofciuta  coil  alt i era , 
Che  tuttol  mondo  afe  le  parea  vile, 
Solo  d  Ruggier  fojje  benignay  e  umile. 

Come  il  Guafcon  quejlo  affermo  per  Vfi'0t 
Fu  Bradamante  da  cotanta  pena9 
Da  cordoglio  ajjalita  cou  fierpy 
Che  di  quivi  cader  jitenne  appena. 
Voltb  fenza  far  motto  ilfuo  dejlriero 
Di  gelojiay  d'iray  e  di  rabbia  piena  j 
E  dafe  difcacciata  ogni  fperanza 
Ritorna  furibonda  a  la  fuajianza. 

36- 

E  fenza  difarmarfty  fopra  il  lettOy 
Col  vifo  volt  a  in  gin  tutta  fejiefe  ; 
Ove  per  non  gridar  siy  che  jofpetto 
Di  fe  facejjey  i  panni  in  bocca  prefe  ; 
E  ripetendo  quely  che  I'avea  delta 

II  cavalier  o ,  in  tal  dolor  dijcefey 
Che  piu  non  lo  potendo  fojferire 
Fuforza  adisfogarlo,  e  cosi  dire  : 

Miferay  a  cbi  mai  piu  credcr  debb'io? 
Vo'dir,  ch'ogn'uno  e  perfido,  e  crudele  ; 
5^  perfidoy  e  crudelfei,  Ruggier  mioy 
Che  3i  pietofo  tenniy  e  si  ftdele. 
£htal  crudeliay  qual  tradimcnto  rio 
Vnqua  s'udi  per  tragiche  quereky 
Che  non  trovi  minor  ?  fe  penfar  mai 
dl  mio  mertOy  e  al  tuo  debito  vorrai  ? 
VOL.  II. 


The  Gafcon  truth  conceiy'd  what  he  had  told, 
Not  without  caufe,  for  th'ariny  of  the  Moors 
This  thought,  and  credence  general  did  hold, 
And  publick  of  it  was  abroad  difcourfe  : 
The  many  tokens  'twixt  them  they  unfold 
Of  their  good-will,  thefe  rumors  did  enforce  ; 
For  foon  as  fame,  or  good  or  ill,  takes  flight 
Forth  from  one  mouth,  Hie  grows  to  infinite. 

33- 

The  being  come  with  him,  the  Moors  to  u'^, 
Nor  without  him  appearing  e'er  in  view, 
This  credence  amongft  them  eftablifhed  ; 
But  afterwards  it  greatly  ftronger  grew, 
That,  having  from  the  camp  herfelf  convey'd, 
Taking  Brunei,  as  I  have  told  to  you, 
Without  her  being  afk'd  by  any  one, 
She  was  return" d,  to  fee  Iluggier,  alone. 

34- 

Alone  to  vifit  him,  who  grievoufly 
With  his  wounds  languiih'd,  fhe  came  to  the  tent : 
Not  one  time  only,  but  ftill  frequently, 
She  ftay'd  the  day,  at  night  away  (he  went : 
And  much  more  talk  fhe  did  the  folks  fupply, 
For  knowing  her  to  be  fo  infolent, 
That  the  whole  world  did  mean  to  her  appear, 
Benignant,  humble,  only  to  Ruggier. 

As  this  the  Gafcon  For  a  truth  averr'd, 
Bradamant  was  in  fuch  exceffive  pain 
With  the  aflault  of  fo  fierce  heart-ach  flirr'd, 
She  fcarce  on  horfeback  could  herfelf  fuftain  : 
She  turns  her  fteed,  ne'er  uttering  a  word, 
Replete  with  anger,  jealoufy,  difdain  ; 
And  ev'ry  hope  excluding  from  her  breaft, 
Back  to  her  chamber  fhe,  with  fury,  prefs'd. 

36. 

And  on  her  couch,  nor  off  her  armour  laid, 
With  face  cafl  downward,  ftretch'd  at  full  extent, 
Where,  left  by  cries  fhould  be  fufpicion  made 
Of  her,  her  mouth  fhe  with  her  veftments  pent : 
And,  that  repeating,  which  to  her  had  faid 
The  cavalier,  into  fuch  grief  fhe  went, 
That  no  more  able  it  to  undergo, 
She's  forc'd  to  give  it  vent,  and  utter'd  fo  : 

37- 

Ah  !  wretched  me !  whom  can  I  e'er  believe  ? 
.  Perfidious,  cruel,  ev'ry  one  I'll  deem  ; 
Since  cruel,  bafe,  I  my  Ruggier  perceive, 
Whom  I  fo  kind  and  faithful  did  efteem. 
What  cruelty,  what  treach'ry  to  deceive, 
Ever  was  heard  in  tragick  plaintive  theme, 
That  was  not  lefs  than  this  ?  if  you'd  reflect 
On  my  deferts,  and  that  debt  you  neglect. 

X  38- 
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38. 
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Perche,  Ruggitr,  come  di  te  n»n  vive 
Cavalier  di  piu  ardir,  di  piu  bcllezza, 
Ne  che  a  gran  pezzo  al  tuo  valor  e  arrive^ 
Ne  a  tuoi  cojlumi,  ne  a  tua  gentilezza  ; 
Percbe  nonfat,  che  fra  tue  illuflri,  e  divt 
Virtu,  fi  dica  anco,  cb'abbi  fermczza  ? 
Si  dica,  ch'abbi  inviolabilfede  ? 
A  cui  ogn'altra  virtu  Sinchina,  €  cedi. 

39- 

Nonfat,  cbe  non  compar,  fe  non  v*l  quellat 
Alcun  valor  e,  ahun  nobil  cojlume  ? 
Come  ne  cofa,  e  fia  quant  o  vuol  bella, 
Si  puo  vedere,  ove  non  fplenda  lume. 
Facil  ti  fu  ingannare  una  Donzellat 
Di  cui  tu  Signore  eri,  idolo,  e  nume, 
A  cui  potevi  far  con  tue  parole 
Creder,  cbe  fojje  ofcuro,  e  freddo  il  Solt. 

40. 

Crude!,  di  che  peccato  adoler  t'bai, 
Se  d'uccider  chi  fama  non  ti  penti  ? 
Silmancar  di  tua  fe  si  leggier  fai, 
Di  ch'altro  pefo  il  cor  gravar  ti  fenti  ? 
Come  tratti  il  nimico,  fe  tu  dai, 
A  me,  cbe  famo.  si,  qi"fii  tormenti  ? 
Bin  diro,  che  ginjlizia  in  del  nonjitiy 
S'a  veder  tardo  la  vendetta  mia. 

41. 

Se,  d'ognialiro  peccato  affai  piu  qudlo 
De  I'empia  ingratitudine  I'uom  grava  j 
E  per  quejlo  dai  del  I' Angel  piu  bdh 
Fu  relegato  in  parte  ofcura,  e  cava  ; 
E  fe  gran  fallo  afpetiagranfaptlloy 
Ruanda  debita  emenda  il  cor  non  lava  ; 
(juarda,  ck'nfpro  jiagello  in  te  non  fcenda, 
Che  mi  fe 'ingrato,  e  non  vuoi  fame  emenda. 

42.   _ 

Di  fur  to  ancora,  oltre  ogni  vizio  riff, 
Di  te,  crudele,  ho  da  dotermi  molto. 
Cbe  tu  mi  tenga  il  cor,  non  ti  dico  io  ; 
Di  quejlo  io  vo',  che  tu  ne  vada  ajfolto. 
DiiO  di  te,  che  i*  eri  fan  o  mio, 
E  poi  contra  ragion  mi  ti  fei  to/to. 
Renditi  iniquo  a  me,  che  tu  fat  lene, 
Cbe  nonfipuofalvar,  chi  I'altrui  tiene. 

43- 

Tu  nSbai,  Rttggiet,  hfciata,  io  te  non  voglio, 
Ne  laf:iarti  volendo  anco  polrei  \ 
Ma  per  nfcir  d\:ffanno,  e  di  cordoglio, 
Poffo,  e  voglio  finire  i  giorni  mid. 
Di  non  morirti  in  grazia  fol  mi  doglio  j 
Cbe  fe  concejjb  mavejj'eroi  Dei, 
Ch'io  foffi  mofta,  quando  f  era  grata , 
Marte  non  fu  gia  maitanta  besta. 


Wherefore,  Ruggier,  as  than  you,  does  not  live, 

Knight  of  more  beauty  or  more  bravery, 

Nor  to  your  prowefe  can  by  far  arrive, 

Nor  to  your  manners,  nor  your  galantry, 

Why,   'midft  your  virtues  high,  don't  you  contrive, 

It  may  be  faid,  you've  alfo  conftancy  i 

It  may  be  faid,  you've  faith  from  blemiflv  freed  ? 

To  which  the  virtues  all  incline  and  cede. 

39- . 

Know  you  not,  where  this  is  not,  can't  appear 

Or  noble  manners,  nor  yet  bravery  ? 

As  nothing,  be  it  as  it  will  fo  rare, 

Where  the  light  mines  not  forth,  we  can  defcry» 

'Twas  eafy  for  you,  maiden  to  enfnare, 

Of  whom  you  Lord  was,  idol,  Deity  ; 

Whom  you  could  make,  with  ftory  which  you  told,. 

Believe  the  fun  itfelf  was  dark  and  cold. 

40, 

Cruel,  of  what  fin  haft  thou  thee  to  woe, 
If  to  kill  her  that  loves,  you  don't  repent  ? 
If  to  you  breach  of  faith  fo  light  does  fhow, 
What  weight  can  make  your  mind  its  load  refent  ? 
What  treatment  would  you  ufe  towards  your  foe,. 
If  me,  who  l^ve  you  fo,  you  thus  torment  r 
In  heaven  there's  no  juftice  I  will  fay., 
If  it  my  vengeance  does  the  leaft  delay.. 

41. 

If,  of  all  other  fins,  that  one  moft  great, 
Of  vile  ingratitude  mankind  does  load, 
And  angel  the  moft  bright,  from  heav'nly  feat* 
For  this  was  bound  in  deep  and  dark  abode  ; 
And  if  great  error  muft  great  fcourge  await, 
When  cieanfes  not  the  heart  amend  that's  ow'd, 
Take  heed  fharp  fcourge  do  not  on  thee  defcend,. 
Who  art  to  me  ingrate,  and  will  not  yet  amend., 

42. 

Of  theft,  befides  each  other  deadly  fin, 
Cruel,  of  thee  I  much  have  to  complain  ; 
Thai  you  with-hold  my  heart,  to  you  therein 
I  fpeak  not,  I  will,  you  abfolv'd  remain  : 
You  I  accufe,  that  you  were  once  made  mine; 
And  fmce  unjuftiy  from  me  you  have,  ta'en  : 
Reft  ore  yourfelf  to  me,  to  you  'tis  known, 
He  can't  be  fav'd,  who  keeps  what's  not  his  own.. 

43- 

You  have  left  me,  Ruggier,  you  I  won't  leave, 
Nor  could  I  leave  you,  did  I  fo  intend  : 
But,  me  from  woe  and  heart-ache  to  retrieve, 
I  can  and  will  put  to  my  days  an  end  : 
Not  in  your  grace  to  die,  alone  I  grieve  ; 
For  did  the  Gods  to  me  that  favour  lend, 
That  I  mould  die,  whilit  I  retain'd  your  love, 
Death  never  would  to  me  fo  happy  prove. 

44- 
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Cost  dicendo,  di  morir  difpojla 
Salt  a  del  letto^  e  di  ralbia  in 
Si  pan  la  fpada  a  lafenijlra  ccfta  ; 
Ma  fi  ravvede  poi^  cb'e  tutta  armata  : 
II  nugiicr  fpirto  in  quejlo  le  s'accojia^ 
E  net  cor  le  ragiona  :  O  Donna^  nata 
Di  tan? aito  lignaggio^  adunque  vuoi 
Finir  con  si  gran  biafmo  i  giorni  tuoi  ? 

45- 

Non  e  megliO)  cb*al  camps  tu  ne  vada^ 
Ove  morir  fi  puo  ton  laude  ogn'ora  ? 
^htivi  s'awien^   cb'innanzi  a  Ruggier  cada^ 
Del  morir  tuoji  dorrji  forfe  ancora. 
Ma  i'a  morir  fawien  per  la  fu  afpada, 
Chi  far  a  mait  cbe  pin  con  tent  a  muora  ? 
Ragione  e  ben^  cbe  di  vita  ti  privi, 
Pot  cb'e  cagiotiy  ch'in  tanta  pena  vivi. 

46. 

V err  a  far  ft  ancot  che  prima,  cbe  muori, 
Farai  vendetta  di  quella  Marfifa, 
Che  t'ba,  confraudi,  e  difinejti  amori 
Da  te  Rug^iero  alienando,  uccija, 

i  penjieri  parvero  migliori 
la  Donzella  ;  e  tojlo  una  divifa 
Si  fe  su  Farme^  cbe  volea  infer irt 
DifperazioHe,  e  voglia  di  tnorire. 

Era  la  fopravefta  del  colors^ 
In  cbe  riman  la  foglia^  cbe  s'imbianca, 
Quando  dalr arrive  tolta,  b  cbe  I'umore, 
Cbe  facea  wo»T arbor e^  le  manca. 
Ricatnata  a  troncotii  era  di  fuore 
Di  ciprejfi)  cbe  n;ai  non  ft  rinfranca^ 
Poi  c'ha  fentita  la  dura  bipenne : 
L'abito  aljuo  dolor  molto  convenne. 

48. 

Tclfe  il  dejlrier^  cb' Aflolfo  aver  folea^ 
E  quella  lancia  dtor,  cbe  fol  toccando 
Coder  di  fella  i  cavalier  facea  ; 
Per  cbe  gliela  die  JJiolfo,  e  dove?  e  quaxdo, 
E  da  cut  prima  avuta  egli  favea^ 
Non  credo  cbe  bifogni  ir  replicando. 
Ella  la  tolffy  non  pero  fapendo 
Cbefojfe  del  valor ,  cb'era,  Jlupendo. 

49. 

Senza  fcudiero,  efenza  compagnia 
Scefe  da  I  monte^  eji  pofe  in  camming 
Ferfo  Parigi  a  la  piu  dntta  via, 
Ove  era  dianzi  il  campo  Saracino  : 
Che  la  novella  ancora  non  s'udia, 
Che  favejje  Rinaldo  Paladino^ 
Aiutandolo  Carlo^  e  Malagigiy 
Fatto  tor  da  fajedio  di  Parigi. 


.   ,       44- 

In  fuch  way  fpeaking,  now  difpos'd  to  die, 
Inflam'd  with  fury,  (lie  leaps  from  her  bed, 
To  her  left  fide  her  weapon  does  apply  ; 
But  then,  that  (lie's  all  arm'd,  considered  : 
Her  better  fpirit  in  mean  time  came  nigh, 
And  reafon'd  in  her  heart ;  O  woman,  bred 
Of  fuch  high  lineage,  do  y&ivthen  intend 
With  fo  gre»t  blame  theft*  d^ys  of  thine  to  end  ? 

45-' 

Is  it  not  better  to  the  camp  you  hie, 
Where  you  may  die  at  all  times  with  renown  ? 
Should  it  fo  hap  you  fall  'fore  Ruggier's  eye, 
Perhaps  ev'n  he  may  for  your  dying  moan  : 
But  (iiould  it  chance  you  by  his  fword  might  die, 
Who'd  e'er  with  more  content  her  life  lay  down  ? 
'Tis  juft  that  he  (hould  you  of  life  deprive, 
Since  he's  the  caufe  you  in  fuch  torture  live. 

46. 

Perhaps  it  may  fall  out,  that,  ere  you  die, 
Of  this  Marphife  your  vengeance  may  be  ta'en, 
Who,  with  dillioneft  love  and  fallacy, 
Your  Ruggier  alienating,  you  has  (lain. 
Thefe  thoughts  feem'd  eligible  in  her  eye, 
Unto  the  maid,  and  foon  a  figii  t'  explain 
She  made  upon  her  arms,  which  did  declare 
The  wifh  (he  had  to  dye,  and  her  defpair. 

47- 

Her  upper  veftrnent  of  that  colour  (hows, 
In  which  the  leaves  continue,  which  turn  pale, 
When  from  the  bough  they're  ta'en,  or  fap  which 
To  keep  the  tree  alive,  therein  does  fail  :        [flows 
Embroider 'd  o'er  with  flems  bereft  of  boughs 
O'th'  c)  prefs  tree,  *vhich  never  more  does  heal, 
When  it  the  ax's  ftrokes  does  undergo  : 
The  habit  that  well  fuited  to  her  woe. 

48. 

The  horfe  Aftolfo  us'd  to  have,  does  take ; 
And  that  fame  lance  of  gold,  whofe  touch  alone 
Forces  each  knight  his  faddle  to  forfake  : 
Wherefore,  when,  where,  Aftolf  made  this  his  own, 
And  when  to  her  he  it  did  prefent  make, 
I  think  there  needs  no  repetition  : 
This  took  (he,  not  that  (he  was  confcious, 
That  it  of  value  was  miraculous. 

49. 

Without  a  'fquire,  without  companion, 
She  mounts  the  hill,  and  did  that  way  incline 
Which  towards  Paris  leads  directly  on, 
Where  was  before  encamp'd  the  Saracin  ; 
For  that  the  news,  as  yet,  (he  had  not  known, 
That  had  from  thence  Rinald  the  Paladin, 
King  Charles  affifting  him,  and  Malagige, 
From  the  Parifian  walls  caus'd  raife  the  (iege. 
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Lafciati  avea  i  Cadurci>  e  la  Cittade 
Di  Chaorfe  a  le  fpalle^  e  tuito'l  w 
Ove  nafce  Dor  dona  \  e  le  contrail? 
Scopria  di  Monferratite*  e  di  Cuiarmont> 
Quando  vcnir  per  le  medefme  jlradt 
Pidj  una  donna  di  benigna  fronte^ 
Che  uno  fcudo  a  Far  done  avea  attaccat&t 
E  le  venian  tre  cavalieriji,  lato. 


50. 


. 
Altredonne,  e  fcudier  veniv 

Qual  dietrO)  e  qual  dinanzl^  in  iuiigu  fchitre. 
Domar.do  ad  KH,  che  le  pafso  da  fianco^ 
La  figliuola  d?  Amon9  cbi  la  donna  era  ; 
E  qvel  le  dljje  ;  Al  Re  del  popol  Franco 
Quefta  Donna  mandaia  tnejfaggiara 
Fin  di  la  dal.  PoloArtico  e  venuta 
Per.-lungo  mar,  da  FifolaPerduta. 

52. 

Altri  Perduta,  altri  ba  nomata  IJlanda 
L'ifola,  d'ande  la  Regina  d'ej/a, 
Di  belta  fepra  ogni  belta  miranda, 


Dal  del  non  mai^  fe  non  a  lei, 

Lo  fcudo  ,  che  vedere,  a  Carlo  rnanda  ; 


ben  con  patto,  e  condizione  efpre 
Cb'al  miglior  cavalier  lo  dia^  fccondo 
Jlfuo  parert  ch'oggijt  trcvi  al  rnondo* 

c  ^ 

£}!&•)  come  Jijiima^  e  come  in  vero^ 
E  la-piiibslla  donna  t  cbe  mai  fo/fe  ; 
Cosi  verria  tfovare  un  cavaliero^ 
Chefipra  ogn'altro  avcjje  ardire^  e  poj/e  : 
Percbefondato,  e  fj/o  e  il  fuo  penfurc^ 
Da  non  coder  per  cento  mila  fcojje* 
Che  fol  chi  terra  in  arme  i  I  prime  oncrer 
Ablia  d'e/erfuo  amants^  efuo  Sigr.ore. 

Spera^  ch'in  Francia^  a  la  fa  mo  fa  <:orte 
Di  Carlo  Magno^  il  cavalier  fi  trove  , 
Che  d^ejfer  piud'ogn  *altro  ardito^  e  forte 
Abbiafatto  verier  con  mille  prove. 
Itre^  che  fan  con  let  comefuefcortc^ 
Refono  tut  ft:  e  dircwi  anco  do-ve^ 
Uno  in  Svczia,  uno  in  Gotia^  in  A 
Che  pochi  pari  in  arme  haano9  ant/Tum, 

^uefli  tre,  la  cui  terra  nin  *vicv:a± 
Ma  mm  lontana  e  a  rifola  Perduta^ 
Delta  coii,  percbe  quella-  marina 
Da  pocbi  naviganii  e  conofciuta  ; 
Erano  amanti^  e  fon,  de  la  Regina-> 
E  a  gara  per  moglier  I'hanno  valuta  j 
E  per  aggradir  lei  cofe  fatt'hanno, 
£be.t  fn  tbe.giri.  il  «V7,  dette  far  anna, 


She  the  Cadurci  had  left  now  behind, 
And  of  Chaorfe,  the  city,  and  whole  mount, 
Where  fprings  Dordon,  and  did  the  country  find 
( )    Monferrante,  and  of  Claramont ; 
AY  hen  coming,  by  the  felf-fame  way  inclin'd, 
She  fees  a  damfel  of  benignant  front, 
Who  on  her  faddle-bow  a  fhield  had  ty'd, 
And  three  knights  coming  with  her  at  her  fide. 

51- 

And  other  'fqnires  and  ladies  with  her  hied, 

Behind,  before,  in  a  great  company  : 

Of  one  did  aJfk,  who  travelPd  by  her  fide, 

Now  Bradamant,  who  might  this  lady  be  ? 

And  that  to  France's  monarch,  he  reply'd> 

This  lady,  fent  upon  an  embafly, 

Qn'ue  from  beyond  the  A  relic  pole,  is  crofsM 

O'er  diflant  oceans,  from  the  ifland  Loft. 

52. 

Some  call  it  Loft,  and  fome  Iflanda  hent, 
The  ifle,  from  whence  of  it  the  Sovereign, 
Of  beauty  'bove  all  beauty  excellent, 
Which  heaven  never,  fave  to  her,  did  deign, 
The  fliield  you  fee  unto  King  Charles  has  fent  ; 
But  with  a  compact  and  condition  plain, 
That  it  he  fhould  on  the  beft  knight  beftow, 
Which,  in  his  judgment,  now  the  world  can  {how, 

S3- 

She,  as  the  truth  is,  is  to  think  inclia'd, 
That,  than  e'er  was,  me  is  a  maid  more  bright  j 
So  {he  is  mov'd  a  cavalier  to  find, 
Who,  'bove  all  others,  courage  has  and  might ;. 
For  that  me  fix'd  and  'ftablim'd  has  in  mind, 
To  thoufancl  mocks  herfelf  ne'er  to  fubmit ; 
Him  only  who  in  arms  holds  chief  renown, 
She  for  her  lover  and  her  lord  will  own. 

54- 

She  hopes,  in  France,  at  the  renowned  court 
Of  Charlemain,  to  find  a  cavalier, 
Who,  than  al]  others,  of  a  braver  fort 
Himfelf,  by  thoufand  proofs,  would  make  appear  «•• 
The  three  who  with  her  are  as  her  efcort, 
Are  monarchs  all :  their  place  too  I'll  declare  : 
Of  Sweden  one,  of  Gothland,  and  Norway, 
Whole  match  in  arms  can.  few  or  none  difplay. 

£5- 

Yhefe  three,  whofe  realms  not  very  far  do  ftand 
From  th'  illr.nd  Loft,  but  diftant  from  our  own  ;; 
That  ifland  is  fo  call'd,.  becaufe  their  ftrand 
But  rarely  by  the  mariner  is  known; 
Were  lovers  and  ftill  at  the  Queen's  command, 
Her  to  efpoufe  in  great  contention, 
And  to  pleafe  her  have  done  fuch  actions  bold, 
That,  while  the  heav'ns  go  round,  (hall  ftill 
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56. 


Jl'fa  r.e  qutft'1  fl'?3,  tie  alcunaltro  vuole^ 
Cb'al  nwndo  in  armt  eJJ'er  non  credo  il  prime* 
Cb'abbiate  fa  tto  prove,  lor  dir  fuole, 
In  quejli  lutghi  appreffy,  poco  io  Jlimo. 
E  Sun  di  voi,  qualjra  le  Jhlle  it  Sole, 
Fraglialtriduofara,  ben  lofublimr. 
Ma  non  pero,  che  tenga  il  van  to  pftrme 
Del  miglior  cavalier  ^  ch'oggi  per  t'arme. 

A  Carlo  Magno,  il  qnale  io  ftimo,  e  onoro 
Pel  piu  favio  Signer,  cb't.J  rnondo  Jia  > 
Son  per  mandare  un  ricco  ^cudo  tforo 
Con  patto,  e  condizion^.  ch'effo  lo  dia 
Al  cavallero,  il  qualf  (/jbiafra  Icro 
II  vanto,  e  il  prime  9 nor  di  gogliardia. 
Sia  il  cavalier  o,  ofitovajjallo,  o  d'altri, 
11  parer  di  quel  R/  vo\  che  mi  fcaltri. 

58. 

Se,  poi  che  Carlo  avra  lofcudo  avuto, 
E  I' avra  datfj  a  quel  n  ardito,  e  forte ^ 
Che  d'ogrfeltro  migliore  abbia  creduto, 
Ch'infua  fi  trovi,  a  in  al:un  altra  corte  >. 
Una  di VLI  fara,  che  con  I' aim  o 
Di  fua  virtu  lo  Jcudo  mi  ri ports  ; 
Porro  in  quello  ogn'amore,  ogni  diftc, 
E  quel  far  a  iJ  marito,  e'l  Signer  mio. 

N59- 

tiejle  parole  ban  qui  falls  venire 
tejti  tre  Re^  dal  mar  lanto  difaojlo  j 
Cite  riportarne  lofcudo^  o  monre 
f'er  ttian  di  cbi  Favra,  s'banno 
te'molto  atienta  Bradamante  a  udire 

§uanto  le  fu  da  lofcudier  rifpiflo  ; 
qtial  poi  Tentro  innanziy  e  cost  punfi 
JlJ'uo  cavallo^  che  i  compagni  giunfe. 

60. 

Dietro  non  gli  gabppa,  ne  gJi  com 
Ella-t  ch1  adagio  ilj:<o  cammin  difpenfa  j 
.£  molte  cofe  tuttavia  difcorre, 
Che  fan  per  accadere.  j  e  in  fornma  penfa, 
Cht  quejlo  fcudo  in  Franciajia  perporre 
Dif.ordiat  e  rijja,  e  ntmicizia  immenfa, 
Fra  Paladin i,  ed  altri^  fe  vuol  Cario 
Cbiarir (hi  fia  il migltor,  e  a  cclu'i  darlo. 

61. 

Le  preme  il  cor  quefto  penfter ;   ma  molto 
Piu  glie  lo  preme,  ejlrugge  inpeggior  guifa 
£>U(l,  cb'ebbe  pritna  di  Ruggier^  che  tslto 
Ilfuo  amor  le  abbia,  e  datolo  a  Marfifa. 
Ognifuo  fenfo  in  quejlo  e  si  fepolto^ 
Che  non  mira  lajirada,  ne  divifa 
O-ve  arrivar ;  ne  fe  trover  a  innanzi 
Qommodo  albergoy  eve  la  notte  Jl 


56. 


But  neither  thefe  flie'll  take,  nor  other  one, 
Whom  fhe  i'th'  world  the  firft  in  arms  don't  deem  :. 
She's  us'd  to  fay  to  them,  What  feats  y'  'ave  done,. 
Near  to  thefe  confines,  I  but  fmall  efteem ; 
And  if  one  of  ye,  as  'midfl  ftars  the  fun, 
'Midft  t'other  two  fhall  be,  I  honour  him  ; 
But  not  that  in  jny  thought  he  boaft  (hall  (hare 
Of  the  beft  knight  who  this  day  arms  does  bear, 

57- 

To  Charlemain,  whom  I  revere,  efteem, 
For  Sov'reign  the  moft  wife  on  earth  does  live,. 
A  buckler  rich  of  gold  to  fend  I  fcheme, 
With  compact  and  condition,  it  he  give 
Unto  the  knight  who  has  the  boaft  'mongft  them, . 
In  the  firft  rank  of  brav'ry  to  arrive  : 
A  knight,  his  vaflal,  other  let  him  be, 
I  will  that  this  King's  judgment  fettle  me. 

58. 

If,  foon  as  Charles  this  buckler  fhall  receive,- 
And  has  beftow'd  on  him  fo  bold  and  flout,. 
Whom  he  the  beft  of  others  does  believe, 
Who  in  his  own  or  other  court's  found  out^. 
One  of  ye  happens  for  me  to  retrieve 
This  buckler,  by  his  proper  valour  fought, 
On  him  I'll  place  all  my  defire  and  love, 
And  he  my  huiband  and  my  lord  ihall  prove. 

59- 

Thefe  words  of  coining  the  occafron  are 
Of  the  three  Kings,  from  feu  fo  far  disjoin'd  ; 
Who,  or  to  die,  or  off  the  (hield  to  bear, 
From  th'  hand  of  him,  ftull  have  it,  have  defign'd- 
Attentive  much  ftay'd  Bradamant  to  hear 
Whate'er  fhe  from  the  'fquire's  reply  could  find  ; 
Who  after,  forward  bearing,  fpurr'd  his  fteed, 
So  that  his  company  he  reach'd  with  .fpeed. 

60. 

She  gallops  not,  nor  after  him  does  run, 
But  in  a  gentle  way  her  road  fhe  fought  ; 
And  many  things  mean  while  reflects  upon, 
That  muft  fall  out  ;.anJ  finally  fne  thought, . 
That,  by  this  fhield,  in  France  contention,. 
And  rifque  and  hatred  mighty,  would  be  wrought, 
'Mongft  Paladins  and  all,  fhould  Charles  confeut 
To  judge  who  beft  is,  and  him  this  prefent. 

61. 

This  fecond  thought  her  heart  opprefs'd  ;  but  mor* 
Opprefs'd  it,  rack'd  it,  in  feverer  guife, 
That  which,  fhe  had  of -Ruggier,  who  had  bore 
His  love  from  her,  and  giv'n  it  to  Marphife  : 
In  this  her  fenfe  was  all  fo  bury'd  o'er, 
Her  way  fhe  minds  not,  nor  does  fhe  devife 
Whither  fhe  may  arrive,  and  fo  may  light 
On  inn  commodious,  where. to  lodge  that  night, 

62, 
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62. 

\v£,  che  vento  da  la  riva, 
Q  qualch'altro  accidents  abbia  difciolta  ; 
Va,  di  nocchiero,  e  di  governo  priva, 
Gve  la  porti,  o  rneni  il  fume  in  volta; 
Cos}  I'amante  giovane  vcniva, 
Tutta  in  penfare  alfuo  Ruggier  rivolta, 
Ove  vuol  Rabican  ;  che  molte  miglia 
Lontano  e  il  cor,  che  de'girar  let  briglia. 

Leva  aljin  gli  occhi,  e  vede  il  Sol,  che' I  Urgo, 
Avea  mojlrato  h  le  citta  di  Bocco, 
E  poi  s'era  attuffato,  come  il  mergo, 
In  grembo  a  la  nut  rice  oltra  Marocco : 
E,  fc  dijl'gna,  che  lafrafca  albergo 
Le  dia  ne'campi,  fa  penfier  difciocco  ; 
Che  fojffia  un  vento  frechlo,  e  I' aria  greve, 
Pioggia  la  notte  le  minaccia,  o  neve. 

64. 

Con  maggior  frettafa  mover  e  il  picdc 
Al  [no  cavallo;  e  nonfece  via  molt  a 
Che  lajciar  le  campagne  a  un  pa/tor  vede, 
Che  s'avea  lafita  gregge  innanzi  tolta. 
La  donna  a.  lui  con  molta  injtanzia  chiede, 
Che  le  infegni  ove  pojja  ejjer  raccolta, 

0  bene,  o'mal ;  che  mal  sz  non  s'alloggia, 
Che  nonfia  peggioflar  fuori  a  la  pioggia. 

Dijfe  il  paftore :  lo  non  fo  luogo  alcuno, 
Ch'io  vifappia  infegnar,  fe  non  lontano 
Piu  di  quatro,  o  di  fei  leghe,  fol  ch'uno, 
Che  fi  chiama  la  Rocca  di  Triftano. 
Ma  d'alloggiarvi  non  fuccede  a  ogn'uno  ; 
Per  che  bifogna,  con  la  lancia  in  manot 
Che  fe  I'acqiiijii,  e  che  fe  la  difenda 
II  cavalier,  che  d'alloggiarvi  intenda. 

66. 

Se,  quando  arriva.  un  cai'a/ier,  Ji  trova 
Vota  lajranza,  il  ca ft  ell  an  laccetta; 
Ma  vuol,  fe  fopravvien  poi  gente  nuova, 
Ch'ufcir  fuori  a  la  giojtra  gli  prometta. 
Se  non  vien,  non  accade,  che  fi  muova ; 
Se  vien,  forza  e,  che  I'arme  fi  rimetta, 
E  con  lui  giojlri,  e  chi  di  lor  val  meno 
Ccda  r  alb  ergo,  ed  efca  a  I  del  fereno. 

67. 

Se  duo,  tre,  quattro,  o  piu  guerrieri  a  un  t  rat  to 
Vi  ghtngon  prima,  in  pace  albergo  v'hanno  s 
E  chi  dappoi  vien  fo'o,  ha  peggior  patto; 
Per  chi'  feco  gioftrar  qiiei  piu  lo  fanno  : 
Cost,  fe  prima  un  fol  ft  fara  fatto 
<j>uivi  alloggiar,  con  lui  gioftrar  vorranno 

1  duo,  tre,  quattro,  o  piu  che  verran  dopo ; 
St  che  s'avra  valor,  glijia  grand'vopo. 


62. 


As  veflel,  which  the  wind,  from  off  the  (horc, 
Or  other  chance,  has  from  it's  moorings  got, 
Of  mariner  or  fteerfman  void  is  bore, 
And,  whither  the  ftream  leads  it,  round  is  brought; 
Such  way  went  on  the  maid,  in  love  forlore, 
Wholly  towards  her  Ruggier  wrapt  in  thought, 
Where  Rabican  wlil'd ;  for  that  mind  was  borne 
A  many  miles,  which  fhould  her  bridle  turn. 

63. 

At    laft  (he  rais'd  her  eyVs,  and  fees  behind, 
The  fun,  that  was  from  }jocco's  city  gone, 
And  then  extinguifh'd  v/as,  as  he  declined 
To's  nurfe's  bread,  o'er  Morocc's  region : 
And  if  the  brake  for  lodging,  )7ie  deiigu'd, 
The  fields  might  yield,  'twas  weak  intention ; 
As  the  fliarp  air  and  bleak  wind  xvhich  did  blow, 
Threaten'd  her  much  that  night  with  rain  or  fnow. 

64. 

She  caus'd  her  courfer  now  to  move  his  feet 
Much  quicker ;  nor  a  great  way  had  (he  gone, 
She  fees  a  fhepherd  from  the  plain  retreat, 
Who  was  his  flock  before  him  driving  on  r 
The  lady  eagerly  did  him  intreat, 
He'd  {hew  her  where  to  find  reception, 
Or  well  or  ill,  fhe  none  fo  bad  could  gain 
But  worfe  muft  be,  to  ftay  abroad  i'  th'  rain. 

65. 

The  fhepherd  faid,  To  me  no  place  is  known 
That  I  can  fhow  you,  but  what  hence  is  far, 
More  than  or  four  or  fix  -leagues,  faving  one, 
Which  does  the  name  of  Triftan's  caftle  bear  ; 
But  there  to  lodge  him  eafy  is  to  none : 
For  it  is  needful  that  each  cavalier, 
It  fhall  acquire,  and  that  he  ftill  defends, 
With  fpear  in  hand,  who  there  to  lodge  intends, 

66. 

Should  any  cavalier  arrive,  and  find 
Empty  the  houfe,  him  well  the  Lord  does  treat : 
Should  others  come,  by  promife  does  him  bind, 
He  will  go  forth,  in  jufting  them  to  meet. 
None  coming,  he  to  move  is  not  enjoin'd  ; 
Coming,  is  forc'd  to  arm  himfelf  compleat, 
And  with  him  tilt;   and  he  of  the  leaft  worth 
The  lodgment  yields,  and  to  bright  heav'n  goes  forth. 

67. 

If  two,  three,  four,  or  more  knights    fhould  come 
Together,  they  have  lodgment  quietly ;  [there 

Who  after  comes,  does  worfe  condition  fhare; 
For  he  the  tournament  with  all  muft  try : 
So  if  at  firft  a  fmgle  cavalier 
Comes  here  to  lodge,  then  him  to  tilt  defy 
The  two,  three,  four,  or  more,  who  hither  fpeed ; 
So  to  have  valour,  ftands  him  in  great  ftead. 

68, 


Canto  32, 
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68. 


Non  -men,  fe  donna  capita,  a  donzella 
Accompagnata,  o  fola  a  quefta  Roccay 
E  poi  v'arrivi  un'altra  i  a  la  put  bella 
Lalbergo,  ed  a  la  menjlar  difuor,  tocca. 
Doinanda  Bradamante,  ovejia  quella, 
E  il  biton  Pajior  non  pur  dice  con  bocca, 
Ma  le  dimojlra  il  luogo  anco  con  mano, 
Da  cinque,  o  da  fei  miglia  indi  lontana* 

69. 

La  donna,  ancor  chc  Rabican  ben  trottc, 
Sollecitar  per?  non  lofa  tanto 
Per  qnelle  vie  tutte  fangofe,  c  rotte 
Da  lajiagion,  ch'era  piovofa  alquanto; 
Che  prima  arrivi,  chc  Li  cicca  notte 
Fatfabbia  ofcuro.  il  mondo  in  ogni  canto* 
Trovo  chiufa  la  porta ;  e  a  chi  n'avea 
La  guardia,  dijjet  Ctialloggiar  vdea* 

76. 

Rifpofe  quei,  ch'era  occupato,  il  loco 
Da  donnc,  e  da  guerrier,  ibe  venner  dianzij 
E  Jlavano  afpettando  intorno,  al  foco, 
Che  pojla  foj/e  lor  la  cena  innanzi. 
Per  lor  non  credo  I'avrafatta  il  cuoco, 
S'ella  v'e  ancor,  ne  rhan  mangiata  innanzi, 
DiJJe  la  donna :  Or  va  chc  qiu  gli  attendo, 
Che  fo  Vufanza,  e  difervarla  intenda. 

71. 

Parte  la  gnardia  ;  e  porta  Fimbafciata 
La,  dove  i  cavalier  Jl anno  a  grand' agio; 
La  qual  non  pote  lor  troppo  ejjer  grata, 
Ch'a  Vacr  li  fa  ufcir  freddo,  e  malvagio, 
Ed  era  una  gran  pioggia  im  ominciata  : 
Si  levan  pure,  e  piglian  farme  adagio  ; 
Reftano  gli  altri ;  e  quei  non  troppo  infretta 
Ejlono  iuficme,  ove  la  donna  afpetta^ 

72. 

Eran  tre  cavalier,  the  valean  tanto^ 
Che  pochi  al  mondo  valean  piu  di  loro  ; 
Ed  cran  quei,  chc  I  d~i  medcfmo  a  canto 
I'cditti  a  quella  meffaggiera  foro  ; 
&j<ei,  ch'in  IJlanda  s'avean  dato  vanto 
Di  Francia  riportar  lofcudo  d'oro; 
E  perche  avean  meglio  i  cavalli  punti, 
Prima  di  Bradamantc  emno.giunti. 

.73- 

Di  loro  in  anne  pochi  eran  migliori^ 
Ma  di  quei  pochi  el/a  faru  ben  funa: 
Ch^ti  neffun  patto  rimaner  difuori 
Quella  notte  intendea,  molle,  c  cigiuna, 
Quti  dentro  a  lefnejlre,  e  a  i  corrUori 
Miran  la  gioftra  al  lume  de  la  Luna  ; 
Che  mal  grado  de'nuvoii  lofpand?, 
£  fa  veder,  benche  la  pioggia  e  grande. 


68, 

Not  lefs,  if  maid  or  lady  fhould  repair, 
Accompany'd,  or  fole,  unto  this  fort, 
And  then  another  comes  ;  to  the  moft  fair 
The  lodge  belongs  ;  the  leaf!  rnuft  thence  refort. 
Bradamant  afk'd,  the  place  he  would  declare ; 
And  the  good  fhepherd  does  not  that  report 
Alone ;  but  the  fpot  fhew'd  her  with  his  hand, 
Which  five  or 'fix  miles  diflant  thence  did  {land. 

69. 

The  dame,  tho'  Rabican  could  travel  light, 
With  fo  great  fpeed,  yet  would  not  prefs  him  ott 
Thorough  thefe  ways  muddy  and  broken  quite, 
By  feafon,  when  much  rain  had  poured  down, 
As  that  fhe  might  arrive,  ere  gloomy  night 
Had  on  all  fides  the  world  in  darknefs  thrown  r 
Finds  fhut  the  portal ;  and  to  him,  who  had 
The  guard,  Here  I  intend  to  lodge,  fhe  faid- 

70. 

The  place  is  taken  up,  he  anfw'ring  faicf, 
By  dames  and  warriors,  who  here  firft  did  get; 
And  waiting  round  about  the  fire  they  flay'd. 
That  fupper  might  be  now  before  them  fet : 
The  cook  it  ready  for  them  has  not  made ; 
I  think,  if  'tis,  they  have  not  eaten  yet, 
The  lady  faid,  Go,  here  I  them  attend  ; 
For  I  the  cuftom  know,  and  to  obferve  intend. 

The  guard  goes  off,  and  bears  the  embafly 
There,  where  the  knights  in  flate  commodious  were  j 
Which  could  not  to 'them  over  pleafing  be, 
Caufing  them  go  to  th'  cold  and  pinching  air : 
And  rain  began  to  pour  down  haftily  ; 
Yet  up  they  got,  and  flow  their  arms  prepare  r 
The  reft  remain'd ;  and  thefe,  in  no  great  haile,. 
Together,  where  the  dame  attended,  pafs'd. 

72. 

They  were  three  knights,  of  fo  great  valour  try'd> 
Than  thefe,  on  earth  few  were  of  valour  more,. 
And  thofe,  that  very  day,  who,  at  the  fide 
Of  that  fame  meflenger,  were  feen  before, 
Who,  in  Iflanda  did  fo  boaft  in  pride,. 
From  France  the  golden  fhield  to  carry  o'er  ; 
And,  as  they'ad  fpurr'd  their  fleeds  more  eagerly,. 
Previous  to  Bradamant  arriv'd  were  they. 

73- 

Few,  than  thefe  perfons,  were  in  arms  more  flout  y 
But  of  thofe  few  fhe  will  be  furely  one, 
Who,  by  no  means,  to  flay  that  night  without,. 
Falling  and  wet,  could  have  intention  : 
Thofe  within,  from  the  windows. all  about, 
And  gallVies,  fee  the  tilts,  by  th'  light  o.'  th'  moon;,. 
Who  did  herfelf,  fpite  of  the  clouds,  expand, 
And  would  be  feen,  tho'  heavily  it  rain'cL 

74- 
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Canto  32. 


74- 

Ctfxe  s'al/egra  un  bene  accefo  amante, 
Ctia'dolcifurti  per  entrarfi  trova, 
Quando  aljin  fente  dopo  indngie  tante, 
Che'l  taciturno  chiavificlfi  muova; 
Cysz  volonterqfa  Bradamante 
Difar  dife  co'i  cavalieri  prova, 
S'allegro,  quando  udz  le  porte  aprire, 
Calar  il  ponte,  e  fuor  li  vide  ufcire. 

75- 

Tqjlo  che  fuor  del  pmte  i  guerrier  vede, 
Ufcire  iufieme,  o  con  pcco  intervallo; 
Si  volge  a  pigliar  campo,  e  dipoi  riede 
Cacciando  a  tutta  briglia  il  buon  cavallo ; 
E  la  lancia  arrejlando,  eke  le  diede 
II  fuo  cugin,  che  nonfi  cor  re  in  folk  ; 
Chefior  di  fella  e  forza,  che'trabccchi, 
Se  fojje  Marte,  ogni  guerrier,  che  tocchi, 

76. 

//  Re  di  Svezia  che  primier  fi  mojfe, 
Fu  primier  anco  a  riverfarji  al  piano  ; 
Con  tantaforza  relmo  gli  pcrcoffe 
Uafta,  che  mat  nonfu  abbajfata  in  vano. 
Pot  corfe  il  Re  di  Gctia,  e  ritrovojje 
Co  i  piedi  in  aria  al  fuo  dejlrier  lontanv. 
Rimafe  il  terzo  fotto  fopfa  volto, 
Ne  I'acqtta,  e  nel pantan  mezzo  fepolto. 

77 : 

Tojlo  ch'ella  a  i  tre  colpi  tutti  gli  ebbe 
Fatti  andar  co  i  piedi  alti,  e  i  capi  baj/i, 
A  la  Rocca  ne  va,  dove  aver  debbe 
La  notte  albergo :  ma  prima,  che  pajfl, 
Ve  chi  lafagiurar,  che  n'ufcircbbe 
Sempre,   ch'a  gioftrar  fitcri  altri  chiatnajji. 
II  Sign  or  di  la  dentro,  che'l  valor  e 
Ben  n'ha  veduto,  le  fa  grande  onore. 

78.' 

Cost  le  fa  la  donna,  che  vennta 
Era  con  qitelli  tre  quivi  lafera, 
Come  io  dicea,  da  I'ifola  Perditta 
Mandata  al  Re  di  Francia  mejjaggiera. 
Cortefemente  a  lei,  che  la  faint  a, 
Si  come  graziofa,  e  affabil'era, 
Si  leva  incontra,  e  confacciaferena 
Piglia  per  mano,  efcco  alfoco  mena. 

79- 

La  donna  cominciando  a  difarmarfi, 
S\ivea  lofcndo,  e  di  poi  lelmo  tratto, 
t^iiando  una  ciiffia  d'oro,  in  che  celarji 
Soleano  i  capei  lunghi,  c  Jlar  di  piatto, 
Ufci  con  felmo,  onde  caderon  fparft 
Giu  per  le  fpalle,  e  lafccpriro  a  un  t ratio, 
E  laferon  conofcer  per  donzella, 
Non  men,  chef. era  in  arme,  in  vifo  bella. 


74- 


As  joys  the  lover  fcorch'd  \\  ith  am'rous  heat, 

To  his  fweet  theft  who  does  for  entrance  flay, 

When  he  perceives,  after  delays  fo  great, 

At  length  turn  round  the  confcious  iileut  key  ; 

So  Bradamante,  wiihful  for  the  feat, 

To  make  in  pcrfon  with  thefe  knights  eflay, 

Rejoic'd,  when  {he  the  portals  heard  fet  wide, 

The  bridge  let  down,  and  them  come  forth  Ihe  fpy'd. 

75- 

Soon  as  the  knights  (he  o'er  the  bridge  furvey'd 
Together  come,  or  at  fmall  diftancc  lain, 
She  takes  the  field  ;  then  round  herfelf  convey'd, 
Driving  her  gallant  Aeed  with  might  and  main ; 
Refting  her  lance,  of  which  a  prefent  made 
Her  kinfman,  and  which  never  runs  in  vain ; 
For  forced  is  to  tumble  from  his  feat, 
Were  ev'ry  warrior  Mars  whom  this  does  meet. 

76. 

The  king  of  Swede,  the  firft  in  motion, 
Was  alfo  firft  revers'd  upon  the  plain ; 
With  fuch  vaft  force  his  helmet  fmote  upon 
That  fpear,  which  never  was  abafs'd  in  vain : 
Then  ran  the  King  of  Goth,  and  he  was  fliown 
His  heels  in  air,  far  from  his  palfry  lain  : 
Then  topfy-turvy  turn'd  remain'd  the  third, 
In  water  and  in  mud  almoft  interr'd. 

77- 

Soon  as  fhe  all  of  them,  with  her  three  blows, 
With  heels  on  high,  and  head  down  low,  had  fent, 
Unto  the  tow'r  fhe  pafs'd,  where  (he'd  repofe 
Herfelf  that  night ;  but,  ere  therein  fhe  went, 
One  made  her  fwear,  fhe  would  herfelf  expofe 
Ever,  when  fummon'd  out,  to  tournament. 
The  Lord,  who,  from  within,  had  well  furvey'd 
Her  valour,  to  her  mighty  honours  paid. 

78. 

So  did  the  lady,  who  came  to  this  poft 
That  very  night,  together  with  thofe  three, 
As  I  related,  from  the  ifland  Loft, 
Sent  to  the  King  of  France  on  embafly : 
Who  her  in  courteous  manner  did  accofr, 
As  one  benign  of  affability, 
She  rofe  to  meet  her,  and,  with  chearful  look, 
Leading  her  by  the  hand,  to  th'  fire  fhe  took, 

79 

The  lady,  who  did  to  difarm  begin, 
Her  fhield,  and  then  her  helmet,  off  ha  1  ta'en, 
When  a  rich  coif  of  gold,  conceal'd  wherein 
Her  long  hair  us'd  to  be  and  even  lain, 
Came  with  her  helmet  off,  whence  they  fell  thin 
Down  on  her  fhoulders,  and  reveaPd  her  plain  ; 
And  for  a  damfel  caus'd  her  to  be  known 
No  lefs  in  vifage  fair,  than  fierce  with  armour  on. 
7  80. 


Canto 
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80. 


80. 


Qitale  a!  cader  de  h  cortine  fuole 
Parer  fra  inillc  lampade  lafccna, 
D'archi,  e  di  piu  d'ltnafuperba  mole, 
D'oro,  ediftatue,  e  di  pittitre  plena  t 
0,  come  fuol  fuor  de  la  nube  il  Sole 
Scoprir  lafaccia  limpida,  e  for  end; 
Cost  I'elmo  Icvandcfi  dal  vifo 
Moftro  la  donna  aprirfi  il  paradifo. 

Si. 

Gihfon  crefciute,  e  fatte  lunghe  in  modo 
Le  belle  chionie,  che  tagliolle  il  frate, 
Che  dietro  al  capo  ne  pit  o  fare  un  nodo, 
Benche  nonjian,  come  fon  primajlatc. 
Che  B  r  adamant  c  fiay  t  ten  ferine,  efodo} 
Che  ben  Vavca  vcduta  alt  reflate, 
II  Sig/ior  de  la  Rocca,  e  piu  che  prima 
Or  I'accarezzn,  e  mojlra  fame  ftima. 

82. 

Siedono  al  foco,  e  con  giocontlo,  e  onejle 
Ragionamento  dan  cibo  a  Vorecchia, 
Mentre,  fier  ricreare  ancora  il  rejto 
Del  corpo,  altra  vivanda  s'apparecchij. 
La  donna  a  Voftc  domando,  fe  qitcjlo 
Modo  d'albergo  e  nuova  rtfanza,  o  vccchia, 
E  quando  cbbe  priiuipio,  e  chi  la  pofe ; 
£"/  cavalicro  a  lei  cos}  rifpofe. 

*3-   . 

Nel  tempo,  che  regnava  Fieramontf, 
Clodione  iljigliuclo  cbbe  nna  arnica 
Leggiadra,  e  bella,  e  di  inaniere  contf, 
pliant' 'alt rafojje  a  qitclla  etade  antica  ; 
La  qnale  amava  tanto,  che  la  f route 
Non  rivolgea  da  lei  piu,  che  fi  dica, 
ChefaceJJ'e  da  lone  ilfuo  P a/tore  ; 
Perch1  avea  ugual  la  gelojta  a  I'amcre. 

84. 

Qul  la  tenca,  che'!  luogo  aviito  in  don» 
Avea  dal  padre,  e  raro  egli  n'ufcia  ; 
E  con  lui  diece  cavalier  cifono, 
E  de  i  miglior  di  Francia  tuttavia. 
Qiujiando  venne  a  capitarci  il  buono 
Triflano,  ed  una  donna  in  compagnia, 
Liberata  da  lui  poch'ore  inante, 
Che  Iraea  prefa,  a  forza  unfergigante. 

85- 

Triftano  ci  arrivo,  chef  I  Sol  gia  who 
Avea  lefpalle  a  i  liti  di  Siviglia  j 
E  domando  qtu  dentro  ejjicr  raccolto, 
Per  che  nr,n  c'e  altra  Jlanza  a 
Ma  Clodion,  che  indto  amava,  e  molto 
Era  gelofo,  in  fcmma  ft  configlia, 
Che  forejlier,  fta  chi  jl  voglia,  mentre 
Cijlia  la  bella  donna,  aiii  nor,  ejiire. 
VOL.  II. 


As,  when  the  curtain's  drawn  away,  \ve  ufe 
The  ftage,  'midft  thoufand  lucres,  to  behold, 
With  arches  and  with  heaps  fuperb,  prof  ufe 
With  ftatues  rich,  with  paintings  and  with  gold; 
Or  as  the  fun  thro'  cloudy  darknefs  fhews, 
And  docs  his  face  ferene  and  bright  unfold  ; 
So,  from  her  face,  her  helmet  ta'en  away, 
The  dame  did  open  paradife  difplay. 

81. 

Now  was  re-grown,  and  did  fuch  length  fupply, 
Which  late  the  hermit  cut,  her  lovely  hair, 
Behind  her  head  in  knots  one  it  might  tie, 
Tho'  yet  they  are  riot  what  before  they  were. 
That  Brad'mant  'tis,  he  holds  in  certainty ; 
For  her  had  met  with  frequently  elfewhere 
The  Lord  o'  th'  fort ;  and,  than  at  firft,  more  now, 
Careffes  her,  and  his  efleem  does  fhow. 

82. 

Now  feated  at  the  fire  with  harmlefs  chat, 
Sweet  entertainment,  they  regale  their  ears, 
Their  bodies  the  mean  while  to  recreate 
The  cook  the  cates  of  other  fort  prepares  : 
The  lady  afk'd  her  hoft,  whether  this  ftate 
Of  lodging  was  new  cuftom,  or  of  years ; 
Who  it  ordain'd  ?  when  it  beginning  had  ? 
And  to  her  thus  the  knight,  in  anfwer,  faid. 

S3- 

W  hen  Fieramonte  held  the  government, 

Clodion,  his  fon,  poflefs'd  a  favourite, 

Lovely  and  fair,  of  manners  excellent, 

That,  in  thofe  antient  days,  none  was  more  bright 

Whom  he  fo  dearly  lov'd,  he  never  bent 

His  eyes  from  her  more,  than,  as  they  recite, 

The  watchful  fhepherd  did  from  lo  move ; 

As  equal  were  his  jealoufy  and  love. 

84. 

He  kept  her  here ;  which  place  to  him  did  give 
His  fire,  and  rarely  he  went  from  the  fame; 
And  here  ten  cavaliers  did  with  him  live, 
Throughout  all  France  of  moft  renowned  famet 
Whilft  here  he  liv'd,  brave  Triflan  did  arrive, 
And  had  with  him  in  company  a  dame, 
Bv  him  fet  free  but  a  few  hours  before, 
W  horn,  ta'en  by  force,  off  a  fierce  giant  bore. 

85. 

Triftan  arriv'd  at  this  place,  when  the  fun 
His  back  to  the  Sevilian  (hoar  convey'd ; 
.And  here  demanded  a  reception, 
Since  other  palace  can't,  in  ten  mile,  be  had ; 
But  Clodion,  who  much  lov'd,  and  was  o'ergor.e 
With  jealoufy,  this  refolution  made, 
That  itranger,  be  he  whofoe'er  he  might, 
He  enters  not,  whilft  here's  his  damfel  bright. 

Y  S<> 


0  R  LA  N  D 

86. 

Pol  che  con  lunghe  ed  iterate  pred 
Non  fate  aver  qui  albergo  il  cavaliero; 
Or  quel,  che  far  con  prcghi  io  non  ti  fecit 
Che"l  facci,  diffe,  tuo  mal  grade,  fpero. 
E  sjido  dcdicn  con  tutti  i  died, 
Che  tenea  apprejfo,  e  con  un  grido  alt  era 
Se  gli  offcrfe  con  I  and  a,  e  fpada  in  mano 
Provar,  che  difcortefe  era,  e  villano. 

87. 

Con  pat  to,  chefefa,  che  con  k  ftuolo 
Sno  coda  in  terra,  ed  ei  ftia  in  fella  fortet 
Ne  la  Rocca  alloggiar  vuole  eglifolo, 
E  vuol  gli  alfri  ferrarfnor  de  le  portc. 
Per  non  patir  queft'onta,   va  iljigliuolo 
Del  Re  di  Francia  a  rife/no  de  la  niorte  ; 
Ch'afpramente  percojjb  cade  in  terra, 
E  cadon  gli  altri,  e  Triftan  fuor  gli  f err  a* 

88. 

Entratto  ne  la  Rocca  trova  quella, 
La  qual  v'ho  detta,  a  Clodion  st  cara  ; 
E  ch'avea  a  par  d'ogn'altrafatta  bella 
Natura,  h  dar  bellezza  cost  avara. 
Con  lei  ragiona  ,•  infanta  arde,  e  -martella 
Di  fuor  Famante  afj>ra  pajjtone  amara  ; 
11  qual  non  differifce  a  mandar  preghi 
Al  cavalier,  cho  dar  non  glicla  neghi. 

89. 

TriftanOy  ancor  eke  lei  molto  ncn  prczze, 
Ne  prezzar,  fuor  ch'Ifotta,  altra  potrebbe  ; 
Ch'altra,  ne  ch'ami  vuol,  ne  cfraccarezze 
La  pozion,  che  gia  incantata  bebbe  ; 
Pur,  perch's  vendicarjl  de  fafpfezzc, 
Che  Clodion  gli  ha  ufate,  Ji  vorrebbe ; 
Di  far  gran  torto  mi  parria,  gli  diffe, 
Che  tal  bellezza  delfuo  albergo  ufcij/e. 

9°- 

E  quando  a  Clodion  dormire  increfca 
Solo  a  la  frefca,  e  compagnia  domandi  •, 
Una  giovane  ho  mcco  bella,  e  frefca, 
Non  pero  di  belle zze  cos)  grandi  : 
Quejla,  faro  contento,  che  fuor  efca, 
E  clfubbidifca  a  tutti  i  fuoi  comandi : 
Ma  la  pili  bella,  mi  par  dritto,  e  giufto, 
Chejiia  con  quel  di  noi,  ch'e  piu  robi'Jlo. 

91. 

Efclufo  Ciodione,  e  rnal  contento 
Anfib  fluff andr^  tutta  nottc  in  volt  a , 
Come  s'ifquei,  che  ne  Valloggiamento 
Dormiano  ad  agio,  feffe  egli  fafcolta. 
E  moho  pili,  che  del  freddo,  e  del  vento, 
Si  dolea  de  la  donna,  che  gli  e  tolta. 
La  rnattina  Triftano,  a.  cui  ne'ncrebbe, 
Glicla  rende,  donde  il  dolor  fin' ebbe. 


0    FU  R  1  0  S  O. 


Canto  32. 


86. 


Seeing,  by  long  intreaties  made  in  vain, 
The  knight  here  could  not  have  reception ; 
Now,  what  with  pray'rs  I  can't  of  you  obtain, 
I  hope,  faid  he,  flull,  in  your  fpite  be  done : 
/\nd  Clodion  challenges,  and  all  the  ten, 
Who  near  him  were;  and,  with  a  haughty  tone, 
Offers  himfelf,  with  fword  in  hand  and  fpear, 
To  prove,  that  he  bafe  and  difcourteous  were. 

87. 

With  contract,  which  was  made,  if  he  fell  dov/n, 
And  all  his  troop,  and  t'other  kept  his  feat, 
He'd  have  his  lodgings  in  the  tow'r  alone, 
And  would  the  others  fhut  without  the  gate.. 
Now,  not  to  undergo  this  fhame,  the  foil 
Of  France's  King  run  hazard  of  his  fate ; 
For  to  the  earth  he  fell,  feverely  fmote ; 
The  reft  fell  too ;  and  Triftan  fhut  them  out. 

88. 

The  caftle  entering,  he  found  her  there 
So  lov'd  by  Clodion,  as  I  told  to  you  ; 
Whom  nature  made  a  match  to  all,  fo  fair, 
Who  is  fo  niggard  beauty  to  beftow ; 
With  her  he  talks  :  mean  time  did  burn  and  tear 
Th'  excluded  lover  fharp  and  bitter  woe; 
Without  delay  who  his  intreaty  fent 
To  th'  knight,  that  herd,  to  give  him  her,  confenL. 

89. 

Triftan,  tho'  her  but  Tittle  he  did  prize, 
Nor  other  could  prize  fave  Ifot  alone  ; 
For,  other  to  carefs  and  love,  denies 
Th'  enchanting  draught  which  he  had  taken  down  : 
Yet,  as  he  to  revenge  the  injuries 
Defign'd,  which  Clodion  had  tow'rds  him  fhown, 
k  feems,  faid  he,  that  I  great  wrong  fhould  do, 
If  from  her  lodgings  fhould  fuch  beauty  go. 

90, 

And  if  it  vexes  Clodion  to  repofe 
Sole  on  the  brake,  and  he  comrade  demand  ; 
A  nymph  with  me  I  have,  with  beauty  glows, 
Yet  not  pofTeis'd  perhaps  of  charms  fo  grand : 
Contented  I  will  be,  that  forth  me  goes, 
And  him  obeys  in  ev'ry  his  command ; 
But  the  moft  fair,  to  me  feems  right  and  juft, 
Should  ftay  with  hkn,  of  us  the  moft  robuft. 

91.. 

Clodicn  excluded,  and  but  511  content, 
And  round,  all  night  puffing  and  fretting  goes, 
As  if  he  there  patrc-:e  were  diligent, 
Pofted  by  them  now  laid  in  (oft  repofe ; 
And,  than  for  wind  or  rain,  he  does  lament 
Much  more  that  he  fhould  thus  his  lady  lofe. 
Triftan  next  morn  to  him,  who  thus  did  grieve;. 
To  end  his  moaning,  did  the  lady  give. 

92. 


Canto  32 
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92. 


Per  che  gli  dijje^  e  lo  fe  chiaro,  e  tertoy 
Che^  qualtrovolla,  tal  gllela  rendea  \ 
E  benche  degno  era  d'ogni  onta,  in  metro 
De  la  difcortejla,  ch'ufata  avea  ; 
Pur  contentar  d'averlo  a  lo  fcoperto 
Fatto  Jlar  tutta  notte,  Ji  vclea ; 
Ne  fefcufa  accetio^  che  fojje  Amore 
Stato  cagion  di  cosi  grave  errore. 

93- 

Ch'  Amor  de  far  gentile  nn  cor  villa  no, 
E  non  far  d'un  gtntil  contrario  effetto. 
Partita  che  Ji  fu  di  <jui  Tri/iano, 
Clodion  nonjle  mclto  a  mutar  tetto  ; 
Ala  prima  confegno  la  Rocca  in  mono 
A  un  cavalier ,  che  molto  gli  era  accetto^ 
Con  patto^  fb'eg/i,  e  chi  da  lui  veniffey 
£hieji'ufo  in  albergar  fempre  feguijfe. 

94. 

Che1 1  cavalier ',  ch'abbia  maggior  psjfanzay 
E  la  donna  belta,  fempre  ci  alloggi  ; 
E  chi  vinto  ritnan^  vcti  lajlanza^ 
Dorma  sii'l  prato,  c  altrove  fcenda>  e  poggi  : 
E  finalmente  ci  fe  por  I'ufanza 
Che  vedete  durar  fiii'nl  di  d'oggi. 
Or,  tnentre  il  Caftellan  quejlo  dicea^ 
Lo  fcalco  por  la  menfa  fat  to  avea, 

95- 

Fatto  I'avea  ne  la  gran  fala  porrt, 
Di  che  non  era  al  /rondo  la  piit  btlla  : 
Indi  con  torchi  accefi  venne  a  torre 
Le  belle  donne  ^  e  le  condujfe  in  quella. 
Bradamante  a  I'entrar  con  gli  occhi  Jcorret 
E  Jimiltnente  fa  Faltra  donzellay 
E  tutte  piene  le  fuperbe  mura 
Veggon  di  nobilijjima  pittura. 

96. 

Di  si  belle  figure  e  a  dor  no  il  loco, 
Che  per  mirarle  obblian  la  cena  quaji  ; 
Ancor  che  a  i  corpi  non  bifogni  poco 
Pel  travaglio  del  di  lajji  rirnaji ; 
E  lo  fcalco  ft  doglia^  e  doglia  il  cuoco, 
Che  i  cibi  lafcian  raffreddar  ne  i  vaji. 
Pur  fu  chi  diffe :  Meglio  fia>  che  voi 
Pajciate  prima  il  ventre,  e  gli  occhi  poi. 

97- 

S'erano  ajjiji^  e  porre  <i  le  vivande 
Voleano  man,  quando  il  Signer  s^avuide^ 
Che  I'alloggiar  due  donne  e  un" error  grande^ 
L'una  ha  daftar,  I'altra  convien^  che  fnide. 
Stia  la  piu  bella,  e  la  men  f  nor  ft  mande^ 
Dove  la  pioggia  bagna^  e'l  vento  Jiride\ 
Perche  non  vi  fen  giunte  ambeduo  a  un'ora^ 
L'una  ha  a  partire^  e  faltra  a  far  dimora. 


92. 

Becaufe  he  faid,  and  made  him  fure  and  clear, 
That  he  reflor'd  her,  as  he  her  did  find  ; 
And  tho'  he  ev'ry  fhame  deferv'd  to  (hare, 
Reward  for  treatment  he  had  fhown  unkind; 
Yer,  as  he  catis'd  him  Hay  i'  th'  open  air 
All  night,  that  vengeance  fatisfy'd  his  mind : 
Nor  would  accept  th'  excufe,  that  love  it  was 
Had  been  the  reafon  of  an  aft  fo  bafe. 

93- 

For  love  fhould  make  genteei  a  fordid  heart ; 
Not  of  genteel  reverfe  effect  be  made  : 
So  foon  as  Triftan  did  from  thence  depart, 
Clodion  not  long  to  change  his  dwelling  flay'd ; 
But  firft  the  fort  did  to  the  hand  impart 
Of  cavalier,  whom  he  in  favour  had, 
With  compact,  he,  and  thofe  he  might  produc^ 
Should  in  the  lodgment  follow  ftill  this  ufe. 

94. 

That  cavalier,  who  had  the  greateft  might, 
And  lady,  beauty,  here  might  ever  flay  ; 
And  he,  who  vanquifh'd  was,  this  maniion  quit, 
Sleep  on  the  meads,  or  elfewhere  march  and  lay  : 
And  here  he  finally  ordaiu'd  this  rite, 
-Which,  you  perceive,  continues  to  this  days 
Now,  while  the  cattle's  governor  this  faid, 
The  majordomo  caus'd  the  cloth  be  laid. 

95- 

H'  'ad  caus'd  it  in  the  grand  falon  be  laid, 
Than  which  there  was  not  in  the  world  more  fair  : 
And  then,  with  lighted  flambeaux,  he  convey'd 
The  lovely  dames,  and  them  conducted  there  : 
Bradamant  ent'ring  all  around  furvey'd ;          \ 
And,  in  like  way,  the  other  dame  did  ftare  : 
And  the  fuperb  walls  full  on  ev'ry  fide 
Of  paintings  the  moft  noble  they  defcry'd. 

.v    9<5- 

With  fo  fine  figures  is  adorn'd  the  place, 
That  they  to  gaze  almofl  forgot  to  eat, 
Tho'  to  their  bodies  no  fmall  need  there  was, 
Which  were  fatigu'd  with  the  day's  labour  great : 
The  carver  frets,  the  cook's  in  doleful  cafe, 
They,  in  the  difhes,  let  grow  cold  the  meat : 
One  there  was,  faid,  'Twere  better  ye  fupply 
Your  bellies  firft,  and  after  feaft  your  eye. 

97- 

They  feated  were,  and  to  reach  to  the  meat 
Advanc'd  their  hands,  when  this  Lord  caJl'd  to  mind. 
Two  women  there  to  lodge,  was  error  great ; 
'Twas  fit  one  flay,  t'other  new  quarters  find  : 
Let  the  moil  fair  remain,  the  leafl  retreat 
Where  the  rain  moiflens,  and  where  roars  the  wind; 
Ar  the  fame  time  as  came  not  here  thefe  two, 
One  flill  is  to  remain,  the  other  hence  mufl  g  >. 
Y  2  98- 


98. 


Chiama  dno  mce&t,  *  chiama  alcune  fue 
Donne  di  cafa,  a  tal  giudicio  busnc  -r 
E  le  donzelle  mira,   e  di  lor  due 
Chi  la  piit  bclla  f:a,  fa  par  a  gone. 
Finalmente  parer  di  tuttifue, 
Ch'era  fiu  bella  la  figlia  "d'Atnone  ; 
E  nun  men  di  bctia  faltra  vincea, 
Che  di  valare  i  guerrier  vinti  auea* 

99- 

A  la  donna  d'ljlanda,  che  ncn  fanza 
M'*lta  fofpiz'onjlava  di  quejlo, 
11  Signer  dijfe :  Che  ferviam  rufanza, 
Non  v'ba,  donna,  a  parer  fe  nan  onejfa. 
A  voi  convien  procacciar  d'allrajlanza, 
£hiando  a  noi  tutti  e  chiaro,  e  maniff 
Che  coft.ci  di  bdlezze,  e  di  fembianti, 
Ancnr  ch'inculta  fia,  vi  pajfa  inanti. 

100. 

Come  fivede  in  un  momenta  cjcura 
Nube  falir  d*umida  valle  alcielo., 
Cha  la  fac cia,  che  prima  era  si  pura^ 
Copre  del  Sol.  con  tenebrofo  velo  ; 
Cost  la  donna  a  la  fenlenzia  dura, 
Chefuor  la.  fascia,  ove  e  la  pioggia  e''l  gels, 
Cangiar  ft  vede,  e  non  parer  piu  quella^ 
Che  fu  pur  dianzi  si  gioconda,  e  bella. 

101.. 

S^impallidifce^  e  tutta  cangia  in  vifo, 
Che  tal  fentenza  udir  foco  li  aggrada.. 
Ma  Bradamante  con  un  faggio  avvifo, 
Che  per  pieta  non  vuol,  che  fe  jte  vaday 
Rifpofe :   A  me  non  par,  che  ben  decifoy 
Ne  cbe  ben  gwfto  alcun  giudicio  cadaY 
Ove  prima  non  s'oda,  quanta  neghi 
La  parte,  o  cffermi,  e  fue  ragioni  alleghi. 

102. 

/?,  ck'a  di  fender  quejla  caufa  taglio, 
Dico,  o  piu  billa^  o  men  ch'io  Jia  di  lefy. 
.Noti  venrii  come  donna  qui,  ne  voglio, 
Che  f:an  di  donna  era  i  p^ogrejji  miei. 
Ma  chi  dira,  fe  tutta  non  mi  fpoglio, 
S*io  fcno,  o  i'io  -non  fon  qud,  ch'e  cojiei  ? 
E  quely  ckt  non  ft  fa,  non  ft  de"dire  ; 
E  tanto  men,  quando  altri  n'ha  a  pat  ire. 

103. 

Ben  fon  de  gli  altri  amur,  c'hanno  le  chiome 
L.U  'ghe,  corn'io,  ne  donne  fen  per  quejlo*. 
Se  come  cavalier  lajlanza,  o  come 
Donna  acq'tiftata  niabbia,  c  manifejjo  : 
Perche  dunque  vclcte  darmi  name 
Di  donna,  fe  di  mafchio  e  ogni  mio  gejlo  ? 
La  hgge  vo/Jra  <uttol,  che  ne  fian  fpinte 
L'enns  da  danne,  e  non  da  guerrier  vinte. 


ORLANDO     F  U  R  I  0  S  O.  Canto  32, 

98. 


Call'd  two  old  men,  and  call'd  fome  women  too, 

Domeftics,  fit  for  this  opinion"; 

The  ladies  he  obferves,  and  of  both  now, 

Which  is  the  faireft,  makes  companion  : 

At  length,  in  all  his  people's  thought  did  fhow, 

That  was  moft  fair  the  daughter  of  Amon  ; 

And  her  in  beauty  did  no  leis  outvie, 

Than  fl*e  the  warriors  did  in  bravery. 

99. 

To  th'  lady  of  Iflanda,  who  had  fhid 
Of  this  award  not  without  confcious  fear, 
That  \ve  the  ufe  enforce,  the  mafter  faid, 
Unto  you,  lady,  can't  unjult  appear : 
Search  muft  by  you  for  other  place  be  made,. 
As  to  us  all  'tis  majiifefl  and  dear, 
That  this,  in  beauty  and  in  graceful,  fhow,. 
Tho'  unadorn'd,  does  you  by  far  outdo. 

100.. 

As,  in  an  inflant,  cloud  obfcure  is  feen 
To  heav'n  from  out  the  marfhy  ground  exhale, 
And  the  whole  vifage,  but  now  fo  ferene, 
Cover  o'  th'  fun,  with  rt's  tenebrous  veil ; 
Juft  fo  the  lady,  at  this  fentence  keen,. 
Which  drove  her  out,  where  fell  the  rain  and  hail, 
Was  feen  to  change,  and  feem  the  fame  no  more, 
Chearful  and  lovely,  as  fhe  was  before. 

IQI. 

Pallid  {he  turn-'d,  and  chang'd  her  afpecl:  quite,. 
As  hearing  of  fuch  fentence  cans'd  het  woe : 
But  Bradamante,  with  a- wife  forefight, 
Who,  thro'  compaffion,  would  not  Ihe  ihould  go,, 
Reply'd,  To  me  feems  not  decilion  right, 
Nor  judgment  juflly  fall  can.  I  allow,. 
Ere  firft  be  heard  whatever  may  deny 
The  party,  or  affirm^  or  urge  in  his  reply. 

102. 

I,,  of  this  caufe  who  the  defence  take  now, 
Say,  if  more  fair  or  lefs  than  her  I  be,. 
I  came  not  here  as  woman,  nor  allow, 
That  are  of  woman  thefe  my  feats  you  fee; 
But,  who'll  fay,  if  my  drefsr  off  don't  throw, 
Whether  I  am  or  am  not  fuch  as  fhe  ? 
And  to  (ay  what  we  know  not,  is  not  right ; 
And  fo  much  lefs,  when  others  fuffer  by  't. 

103. 

Many  there  be,  like  me,  who  have  long  hair, 
But  not  for  this  they  're  women,  we  'd  atteft  : 
Whether  I  gain'd  this  place,  as  cavalier, 
Or  it  as  woman  have,  is  manifeft  : 
Why  would  ye  caufe  me  name  of  woman  bear, 
If,  in  each  action,  man  I  am  exprefs'd  ? 
Your  law  demands,  hence  fhould  be  made  retreat 
Woman,  by  woman,  not  by  warrior,  beat. 

104, 


Canto  32*. 
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104. 


Poniamo  oncer,  che,  come  a  voi  pur  pare, 
Jo  donna  fia  ;  che  non  pero  il  concede  ; 
JWa,  che  la  mia  belt  a  non  fojje  pare 
A  quclla  di  cojlei  ;  non  pero  credo, 
Che  mi  vorrejte  la  merce  tevare 
Di  mia  virtu,  fe  ben  di  vifo  io  cedo, 
Perder  per  men  belt  a  gin/Jo  non  par  ml 
Quel  ch'ho  acquijlato  per  virtu  con  Farmi. 

105. 

E  quando  ancor  fojje  I'ufanza  tale, 
Che,  chi  perde  in  belta,  ne  dweffe  ire  ; 
lo  ci  vorrei  rejlare,  o  bene,  o  male 
Che  la  mia  cjhnazion  dwejje  ufcire, 
Per  quejlo,  che  contefa  dijegnale 
E  tra  me,  e  quejja  donna 


Che  contendenda  di  belta  pub  o 
Penlere,  e  mtco  guadagnar  non  mai. 

1 06.. 

E,  fe  guadagni,  e  perdite  non  fono 
Jn  tutto  part,  ingiuflo  e  ogni  partita. 
Si  ch'a  lei  per  ragion,  si  amor  par  dw» 
Spezial,  non  Jia  Falbfrgo  prmbito  : 
E  s'alcuno  di  dir,  che  non  fia  buono 
E  dritto  il  mio  giudicio,  fara  ardito, 
Saro  per  fojlenergli  a  fuo  pi  a  cere, 
Che'l  miofavero,  e  faljo  il  fuo  par  ere. 

107. 

La  figliucla  a"  Amon  mojja  a  pictadt% 
Che  quejla  gentil  donna  dcbba  a.  torto 
EJJer  ccicciata ,  ove  la  pioggia  en. le, 
Ove  ne  te'to,  ove  ne  pure  c  un  fyorto, 
Al  Signer  de  i'albergo  perfuade 
Con  ragion  moite,  e  con  parlun  acccrto, 
Ma  moltefiu  con  quel,  ch'a!  Jin  conthiufe, 
Che  rejl'i  cheto,  e  accetti  le  Juefcufe*. 
1 08. 

fualfolto  tl  piu  cocente  ardor  e  ejlii'Q, 
uando  Ji  her  piu  defiofa  e  Fcrba, 
for,  ctiera  vicino  a  rejlar  privo 
Di  tutti  quell" umor,  cb'in  vita  ilferba, 
Sente  famata  pioggia,   e  Ji  fa  vivo  j 
Cosi,  poi  che  difefa  si  fuperba 
Si  vede  apparecchiar  la  mej/aggiera, 
Liela,  e  btlla  tor  no,  come  prim' era. 

109. 

La  cena,  fata  lor  buon  pezzo  avante, 
Ne  ancor  pur  tocca,  a  I  fin  gtderfi  infe/la^ 
Senza  che  piu  di  cavalier o-ejr ante 
Nuova  venutafojfle  Ijr  mtlefta. 
La  goder  gli  altri,  ma  noti  Bradamante^ 
Pure  a  I'ufanza  addolorata^  e  mrjta, 
Che  quel  timor,  che  quel  fofpetto  ingiujio, 
Che  Jempre  avea  ntl  cor,  toglieale  il  gujlo. 


10^. 

Put  it  again,  as  I  to  you  appear, 

I  woman  were,  which  I  do  not  admit ; 

But  that  my  beauty  was  not  to  compare 

With  that  of  hers,  nathlefs  I  have  conceit, 

Ye  would  not  off  from  me  the  premium  bear 

Of  valour,  'caufe  in  vilage  I  fubmit  : 

It  feems  not  juft  I  lofe,  for  want  of  charms, 

What  I've  acquir'd  by  valour,  and  with  arms. 

105. 

And  tho'  fuch  might  have  been  the  ufage  ftill, 
That  thofe,  who  lofe  in  beauty,  hence  muft  ftirr 
Yet  I  would  ftay,  whether  I  good  or  ill 
From  fuch  my  obftinacy  fhould  incur- 
Therefore  the  conteft  is  not  parallel, 
And  'twixt  me  and  this  damfel,  I'd  infer, 
She,  in  difpute  for  beauty,  may  fuftain 
A  mighty  lofs  ;  but  ne'er  with  me  could  gain. 

1 06. 

And  if  the  gains  and  lofles  be  not  pair 
In  all,  each  contract  for  unjuft  we  hold  : 
So  that  to  her,  by  gift  particular, 
As  well  as  right,  her  lodging  don't  with-hold^ 
And  if  there's  one  will  fay,  that  is  not  fair 
And  juft  my  judgment,  and  will  be  fo  bold,, 
I  will  maintain  to  him,  fhould  he  incline, 
Falfe  his  opinion  is,  and  true  is  mine. 

107. 

By  pity  mov'd,  the  daughter  of  Amon, 
Jrift,  to  her  injury,  this  genteel  maid 
Should  driven  be,  where  rain  came  pouring  clown, 
Where  was  no  roof,  nor  even  fhelter  laid, 
Perfuades  the  mafter  of  this  manfion, 
With  many  reafons,  and  with  fpeech  well  weigh'd, 
But  moft  of  all  with  what  fhe  laft  exprefs'd, 
So  her  excufe  he  takes,  does  quiet  reft. 

108. 

As  under  the  moft  fcorching  fummer's  ray, 
When  the  dry  parch'd  up  plants  would  moifture  gain, 
The  flow'r  that  near  is  to  have  ta'en  away 
All  its  whole  juice^.  which  does  its  life  maintain, 
Enjoys  the  pleafmg  fhow'rs,  and  (nines  forth  gay  ; 
So,  when  defence  of  fuch  a  lofty  ftrain, 
Th'  embafladrefs  perceives  for  her  prepare, 
She  now  turns  chearful  as  before,  and  fair. 

109. 

The  fupper,  fet  out  a  long  time  before, 
Nor  tafted  yet,  they  now  enjoy  in  feaft, 
From  any  errant  knight  not  hearing  more 
New  fubjetft  matter,  which  might  them  moleft  :. 
The  reft  regale ;  not  Bradamant  forlore, 
As  was  her  cuftom  ftill,  with  grief  opprefs'd, 
For  ftill  that  fear,  that  jealoufy  unjurt, 
Which  in  her  heart  fne  had,  deftroy'd  all  guft. 
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no. 


Finita  ch'el/afu>  che  faria  forfe 
Stata  piu  lu)igat  fel  defir  non  era 
Di  cibar  gll  occhi,  Bradamante  forfe ', 
E  forfe  apprejjo  a  lei  la  mejjaggiera. 
Acccntib  quei  Sign  or  ad  un,  che  corfe, 
E  preflamenie  allunib  molta  ceray 
Che  jf  lender  fe  la  fala  in  ogni  canto. 
J^W/,  che  feguiy  diro  ne  Faltro  canto. 


When  'twas  concluded,  which  we  may  fuppofe 
Had  longer  been,  but  that  to  feaft  their  eyes 
They  were  defirous,  Bradamant  arofe, 
And  near  to  her  th'  embafladrefs  did  rife  : 
The  Lord  made  fign  to  one,  who  hafty  goes, 
And  fudden  many'  a  torch  with  light  fupplks, 
Which  caus'd  to  fliine  on  all  fides  the  falon  : 
What  follow'd  in  next  canto  (hall  be  fhown. 


CANTO    XXXIII. 


rimagora^  Parrafio^  Polignoto^ 
Protogene^  Timante,   A-pollodoro^ 
dpelle,  piu  di   tutti  quejli  noto, 
E  Zeuft^  e  gli  altri^  chya  quei  tempi  for 0$ 
De'quai  la  fama,  mal  grado  di  Clotot 
Cbe  fpenfe  i  cor  pi,  e  dipoi  I'opre  loro, 
Semprejlara,  fin  che  Ji  legga,  eferiva, 
Meru  de  gli  Scrittort,  al  mondo  viva  \ 

2. 

E  quei)  chefuro  a'noftri  di,  o  fan* era, 
Leonardo^  Andrea  Manttgna,  Gian  Bellinoy 
Duo  Doffi-,  e  qutlt  ck'a  par  fittlpe^  e  cohra, 
Michel^  piu  che  mortal^  sfngel  di  vino  ; 
BaftianO)  Rafael^  Tiziany  ctfonora 
Non  men  Cador^  che  quei  fcnezia,  e  Urbino  j 
E  gli  altriy  di  cui.  talfoprafi  vedf, 
^ual  de  la  prifca  eta  fi  legge^  e  crede  ; 

Quejii t  chf  nci  veggiam  pittori,  e  qitelli^ 
Cbe  gia  mille,  e  miU'anni  in  pregio  furo, 
Le  cofe^  chefenjlate,  co*i  pennelli 
Fatt'hannO)   altri  su  Caffe^  a/tri  su'hnuro  } 
Non  pero  udijle  antichi,  tie  novelli 
Vedejie  mai,  dipingere  il future  \ 
E  pur  fifon  iftorie  anco  trovate^ 
Che  fan  dipintey  innanzi  chejietijlate. 

Ma  difapcrlofar  nonji  dia  vanto 
Pittore  anticot  ne  pit  tor  moderno  ; 
E  ceda  pur  queji'arte  alfolo  inranio^ 
Delqual  tretnan  gli fyirti  de  f  inferno. 
La  falat  cb'io  dicea  ne  Faltro  canto^ 
Merlin  col  libra,  o  foJJ'e  al  la 
O  fojjefacro  a  le  Nurfwe  grotte^ 
Fece  far  da  i  Demoni  in  una  not 


,  Parrhafius,  Polygnote, 
Protogenes,  Thimant,  Appolodore, 
Apelles,  than  them  all  of  greater  note, 
Zeuxis,  and  others,  in  the  days  of  yore, 
Whofe  fame,  in  fpite  of  Clotho's  greedy  throat. 
Who  does  their  bodies  Hrft,  then  works,  devour, 
Shall  always  ftand,  while  letters  (hall  endure, 
Thanks  to  the  writers,  in  the  world  fecure  ; 

2. 

And  who  in  our  days  were,  or  who  now  are, 
Leonard,  Andrew  Mantegna,  John  Belline, 
Two  Doflb's,  and,  in  paint  and  fculpture  rare, 
Michael,  'bove  mortal,  Angelo  divine, 
Baftian,  Raphael,  Titian,  whom  holds  dear 
Cador,  as  them  do  Venice  and  Urbin  ; 
And  others,  of  whom  fuch  fine  works  are  feen, 
As  of  the  antient  age  wrote  and  believ'd  have  been ; 

The  painters  who  in  our  own  times  are  feen, 
And  thofe,  thoufand  years  paft,  extoll'd  by  fame, 
Thofe  things  which  have  already  acted  been, 
On  board  or  wall  did  with  their  pencils  frame ; 
But  no  one  ever  drew  a  future  fcene, 
Moderns  nor  antients  to  this  pitch  e'er  came  ; 
And  yet  fome  hiftories  difcover'd  are, 
Which  painted  were  before  they  did  appear. 

4- 

But  painter,  that  he  this  to  do  was  flcill'd, 
Antient  or  modern,  never  made  his  boaft  : 
That  art  to  forcery  alone  they  yieid, 
Which  fhakes  the  fpirits  of  th'  infernal  hoft : 
The  hall,  which  in  laft  canto  was  beheld, 
Merlin  with  book,  or  at  Avernus  coaft, 
Or  grot  Nurfme,  hallow'd  by  hellUh  rite, 
Caus'd  painted  by  the  demons  in  one  night. 
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Quejl'artef  con  che  i  nvflri  anticbi  fenno 
Mirande  prove ,  a  nojlra  etade  e  ejiinta. 
Ma  ritornando,  ove  ajpettar  mi  dcnno 
Quei,  che  la  Jcla  hanno  a  veeler  dtpinta  ; 
Dico,  ch'a  unofcudier  fu  fatto  cenno, 
Ch'accefe  i  torchi ;  onde  la  notte  vinta 
Dal  gran  fpLndor  ft  diUguo  d'intorno, 
A'f  piu  vi  Ji  vedria,  fffoj/e  giorno. 

6, 

Shtel  Signor  dij/e  lor :   /V,  che  fappiate, 
Che  de  le  guerre,  che  fon  qui  ritratte, 
Fin'al  di  d'oggi,  po^he  nefonftate, 
E  fan  prima  aipinte,  che  Jian  fatte. 
Chi  I'ha  dipinte,  ancor  i  ha  indovinate, 
Quando  vittoria  avran,   quando  disfatte 
In  Italia  far  an  If  genti  nojlre, 
Potrete  quiveder,  come  Ji  niOjlre. 

Le  guerre,  cVi  Francefchi  da  far* hanno 
Di  la  da  I'  Alpe,  o  bene,  o  mal  fuccijje 
Dal  tempo  fuofinal  milejfim  'anno, 
Merlin  Prof  eta  in  quejla  fa  la  mejfe  ; 
//  qujl  mandato  fu  da!  Re  Britanno 
Al  Franco  Re,  ch'a  Marcomir  fuccejfe. 
E  per  che  h  mandajje,  e  perch}  fatto 
Da  Merlin  fu  il  lavor,  vi  dirb  a  un  tratto. 

8. 

Re  Fieramsnie,  che  pajso  print! fro 
Con  Feferciio  Franco  in  Gai.ia  i' Reno, 
Poi  che  quella  occupo,  facea  pcnfiero 
Di  porre  a  la  fuperba  Italia  tlfreno. 
Faceal  percio,  che  piu  I  Re  mar,  o  Impero 
Vedea  di  giorne  in  giorno  venir  nteno  -} 
£  per  tal  caufa  col  Britanno  Arturo 
Vblfe  far  lega  ;  ch'ambi  a  un  tempo  fur  o. 

9- 

Artur,  ch'imprefa  ancor  fenza  conflgllo 
Del  Prof  eta  Merlin  nonfece  mai  ; 
Di  Merlin  dico,  del  Dcmonio  figlio, 
Chedcl  futnro  anti\:e  <gva  ajfai  ; 
Per  lui  feppc,  efiper  fece  il  periglio 
A  Fitramonie ,  a  che  di  molti  guai 
Porrafua  genie,  s'efit'a  ne  la  terra, 
Cby  Aperuiin  parte,  e  il  mare,  e  F  Alps  f err  a. 

JO. 

Ahrlin  gli  fa  vtder,  che  quafi  tutti 

Gli  altri,  che  pot  di  Francia  fcettro  avranno, 

O  di  fcrro  gli  eferciii  dijlrutti, 

O  di  fame,  c  di  pejle  Ji  vedranno  ; 

il  che  brevi  ul/egrezzf,  e  lunghi  lutti, 

Poco  guadagno,   ed  infinito  danno 

Ri  Porter  an  a"  Italia  j  che  nan  lice, 

Cbe'lgiglio  in  quel  terreno  abbia  raditt. 


5- 

This  art,  of  which  amazing  proofs  difplay'd 
The  antients,  in  our  time  extinct's  become. 
But  now  returning,  where  muft  needs  have  fray'd, 
Waiting,  who  are  to  fee  the  painted  room  ; 
I  fay  that  to  a  "fquire  a  fign  was  made 
Torches  to  light,  whence  the  night,  overcome 
With  the  great  fplendor,  vanilhes  away, 
That  they  as  clearly  fee  as  if  'twere  day. 

6. 

This  Lord  fays  to  them,  Be  it  known  to  yon, 
That  of  the  battles  that  are  painted  here, 
To  this  day  have  been  fought  but  very  few, 
And  all  were  painted,  ere  they  acled  were  : 
Who  did  depaint  them,  did  divine  them  too  ; 
What  time  our  troops  the  victory  fhall  fhare, 
And  when  in  Italy  be  overthrown, 
Here  you  may  fee  in  manner  as  they're  fhown. 

7- 

The  wars,  in  which  the  French  engag'd  will  be, 
Beyond  the  Alps,  with  fortune  good  or  bad, 
Quite  from  his  time  to  the  tenth  century, 
Merlin  prophetick  in  this  hall  difplay'd  ; 
Who  from  the  Britifti  King  went  embafly 
To  who,  next  Marc'mir,  the  French  fceptre  fway'd  ; 
And  why  he  fent  him,  why  this  work  was  done 
By  Merlin,  at  one  view  I  will  make  known. 

8. 

King  Fieramont,  who  firft  had  pafs'd  the  Rhine, 
O'er  into  France,  with  the  Franc  foldiery, 
When  he  had  feiz'd  on  her,  did  then  defign, 
To  put  the  curb  on  haughty  Italy  : 
This  did  he,  as  he  daily  faw  decline 
The  Roman  empire  from  its  bravery  ; 
So  he'd  a  league  with  Britifh  Arthur  make, 
Who  his  coeval  was,  his  fide  to  take. 

9- 

Arthur,  who  emprize  never  went  upon, 
Unlefs  by  prophet  Merlin's  connfel  fway'd  ; 
Of  Merlin  'tis  I  fpeak,  the  demon's  fon, 
To  whom  the  future  open  lay  difplay'd  ; 
From  him  he  knew,  and  made  the  danger  known 
To  Fieramont,  •  what  troubles  would  invade 
His  people,  if  into  that  land  he  goes, 
The  Ap'nin  parts,  the  fea  and  Alps  enclofe. 

Him  Merlin  ihew'd,  that  cv'ry  other  Lord, 

Who  of  France  henceforth  wore  the  fceptre  briglxf, 

Would  fee  their  armies  cut  off  by  the  fword, 

By  famine,  or  by  peftilential  blight ;. 

Short  joys,  long  woes,  their  coming  would  afford  > 

But  little  gain,  and  damage  infinite 

From  Italy  would  bear,  as  deftiny 

The  lilly,  root  to  take,  does  there  deny. 

n. 
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Re  Ficramsnte  gli  pre/o  talfede 
Ch'alirove  difegno  volger  I'armata  ; 
E  Merlin*  the  cost  la  cofa  vede 
Ch'abbia  a  venir,  come  fe  glafiajlata  \ 
Avere  a  preghl  di  quel  Refe  crede 
La  fiihi  per incanto  ijhriata.'y 
Glide  de  i  Franchi  cgni  futuro  gfjio, 
Come  giajlatofia,  fa  manifeflo. 

12. 

Jlccio,  chi  poi  fuccedera,  ccniprenda, 
Che>  come  ha  d'acquijlar  vittoria,  e  onore 
Quakr  a" Italia  la  dtfefa  prenda 
jncontra  ogni  altro  barbaro  furore ; 
Cosiy  savvien,  cb'd  dan negglarla  fee nda 
Per  porle  il  giogo,  e  farfene  figncre ; 
Comprenda,  dico,  e  rendefiben  certo, 
Ch'cltre  a  quei  rnsnti  a-vra  ilfipolcro  apsrte. 

'3- 

CosidiJJe ;  e  meno  le  donne,  dsve 
Jncomincian  I'ijiorie,  e  Sighberto 
Fa  lor  veder,  che  per  teferfi  move, 
Che  gli  ha  Maurizio  bhper adore  offertv. 
Ecco,  che  fcende  dalmsnie  di  Giove 
A W plan  da  ?  Ambra,  e  dal  Ticlno  aperto. 
Vedetc  Eutar,  che  nan  pur  fha  rifpiitt*, 
Ma  volto  in  fi'ga,  e  fracajjato^  e  vinto. 

^4- 

Vedete  Clodoveo*  ch'cipiitdi  cento 
Mila  per  lane  fa  pajjdre  il  monte : 
Vedete  il  Duca  la  di  Bencvento, 
Che  con  numer  difpar  vitn  lore  a  front  e. 
Ecco  finge  lafciar  Fal'.oggiamenio, 
E  pan  gli  agnail ;  £cco  con  raorti9  ed  ontt 
Al  vin  Lomlardola  gente  Francejca 
Corre ;    e  rlnian  come  la  Jajca  a  1'efca, 

15- 

Ecco  in  Italia  Childiberto^  quanta 
Gcnte  di  Francia,  e  Gapitani  invia  ; 
A^  pin-t  che  ClodoveQ)  fi  gloria,  e  vanta, 
Ch'abbia  jpogliata,  o  vinta  Lombardia  ; 
Che  la  fpada  del  del  fcende  con  tanta 
Strage  de'fuoi,  che  n'e  piena  ogni  via, 
Mortl  di  caldo,  e  di  profiuvio  d'alvo 
Sly  che  di  diece  non  ne  torr.a  un  falvo. 

16. 

Mojira  PipinOy  e  mojira  Carlo  apprejfi. 
Come  in  Italic  undapo  F  altro  fee  nda, 
E  ifabbia  quejio,  e  quel  lieto  fuccejjo, 
Che  venuto  non  ve,  peribe  fojjenda  ; 
Ma  I'uno,  accio  il  Pajhr  Stefano  opprejfi, 
L' altro  Adriano,  e  f-oi  Leon  difenda. 
L'undoma  Aijlulfio^  e  r altro  vince,  e  preside 
11  juccejfore;  e  al  Papa  ilfuo  onor  rendi. 


King  Fieramont  fuch  credence  did  beftow, 
He  thought  to  turn  his  armament  elfewhere; 
And  Merlin,  who  did  things  as  clearly  know, 
That  were  to  come,  as  if  they  prefent  were, 
Did,  at  that  King's  defire,  as  fame  does  fhow, 
By  forc'ry  deck  this  hall  with  ftories  rare, 
Where,  of  die  French,  all  future  acts  of  war,. 
As  if  now  prefent,  he  did  make  appear. 

12. 

That  he  might  know  what  after  fliould  fucceed  ; 
As  he  might  honour  gain  and  victory, 
Should  he  to  Italy's  defence  proceed, 
Againft  each  other  barb'rous  injury  ; 
So  if  to  wrong  her  he  endeavoured, 
Make  himfclf  Lord,  and  bring  to  flavery, 
That  he  might  know,  I  fay,  and  be  moft  fur^ 
Beyond  thefe  hills  he'd  rind  his  fepulture. 

J3- 

:So  faid  he,  and  led  on  the  Ladies,  where 
The  hiftories  began,  and  then  did  (how 
Sigiibert,  who  for  wealth  did  war  declare, 
Which  th'  Emp'ror  Maurice  promis'd  to  beftow : 
See,  from  Jove's  mountain  he  his  courfe  does  fteer 
To  Ambra's  and  Ticinium's  plains  below  : 
See  Eutar  caufe  him  not  alone  retreat ; 
But,  putting  him  to  flight,  with  total  rout  does  l?eaL 

14. 

See  Clovis,  who  beyond  the  Alps'  afcent 
An  hundred  thoufand  people  makes  to  pafs  ; 
Behold  too  there  the  Duke  of  Benevent, 
Who  boldly  him  with  a  lefs  force  does  face : 
See  how  he  feigns  to  quit  his  entrenchment, 
Then  ambufh  lays  ;  tho'  fure  of  death,  difgrace, 
See  the  French  hurry  to  the  Lombard  wine, 
And  flay,  as  to  their  baits  the  fiih  incline. 

!5- 

See  what  French  captains,  what  a  mighty  hoft, 
Is  fent  by  Childibert  to  Italy ; 
No  more  than  Clovis  does  he  make  his  boaft, 
That  he  has  fpoil'd  and  vanquifti'd  Lombardy  ; 
For  by  the  heav'nly  fword  his  men  he  loft 
In  fuch  vaft  heaps,  each  road  was  full  thereby : 
By  heat  and  fluxes  were  fo  many  flain, 
Not  one  of  ten  did  fafe  return  again. 

1 6. 

"He  fhews  King  Pepin,  and  King  Charles  fhe\ts  near, 
Sncceihvely  to  Italy  defcend  ; 
Where  good  fuccefs  they  each  of  them  do  fhare. 
As  coming  with  no  purpofe  to  offend  : 
One  docs  the  (hepherd  Stephen,  in  defpair, 
The  other  Adrian,  Leon  next,  defend ; 
One  quells  Aftolph,  one  does  his  fucceflbr 
Conquer  and  take,  and  honour  to  the  Pope  reftore. 


Canto  33, 


ORLANDO    r  U  R  I  O  S  0. 


Lor  m-.Jlra  appt'ejjo  nn  giovine  Pipino, 

Che  con  fua  genie  par,  cbe  tutto  -copra 

Da  le  Fornaci  al  lito  Paleftino, 

E  faccia  con  gran  fpefa,  e  &ri  lung'opra 

It  ponte  a  Malamocco  \  e  cbe  vicino 

Gitinga  a  Rialio,  e  vi  conibatta  fopra. 

Pot  fuggir  jembra,  e  cbe  i  fuoi  lafci  foito    [rotto. 

L'acque,  che*i fonte^  il  vento,  el  mar  gli  ban 

1 8. 

Ecco  Luigi Borgogncn,  cbe  fcende 
La,  dvve  part  che  rejii  vinto  e  prefo  ; 
E  cbe  giurar  gli  faccia,  cbi  lo  prende, 
Cbe  piu  da  far  me  fue  non  far  a  offcfo. 
Ecco,  cbe'l  giuramento  vilipende  ; 
Ecco  di  nuovo  cade  a  I  Lccio  tefo  ; 
Ecco  vi  lafcia  gli  occhi,  e  come  tslpe, 
Lo  ripsrtano  ifuoi  di  qua  da  /' '  Alpt. 

'.  J9' 
Vedete  tin  Ugo  d'  Arli  far  gran.fatti  ; 

E  che  d' Italia  caccia  i  Berengari  ; 

E  due,  o  (re  volte  gli  ha  rotti,   e  disfatii, 

Or  da  gli  Unni  ritnejfi,  or  da  i  Bavari. 

Pot  da  piiiforza  e  jlretto  di  far  patti 

Con  rinimiio,  e  nonfta  in  vita  guari\ 

Nc  guari  dopo  lul  vijla  i'erede, 

E'l  regno  intero  a  Berengario  cede. 

20. 

Vedete  un'altro  Carlo,  cfta  conforti 
Del  buon  Pajlor,  feco  in  Italia  ha  tnejjb  : 
E  in  due  fiere  battag'ie  ha  duo  Re  niorii, 
Manfrcdi  prima,  e  Corradino  apprejji. 
Poi  la  fua  gente,  che  con  mille  torti 
Sembra  tenere  il  nuovo  regno  opprejj'o  ; 
Di  qua,  e  di  la  per  citta  divifa 
Vtdete  a  unfuon  di  Vefyro  tutta  uccifa. 

21. 

Lor  mojlra  poi ,  nta  vi  parea  intervallo 
Di  molti,  e  mohi,  non  ctianni,  ma  lujlrl^ 
Scender  da  i  montl  un  Capitano  Gallo, 
E  romper  guerra  a  i  gran  J'ifconti  illuflri  } 
E  con  gente  Francejca  a  picy  e  a  cavalfo 
Par,  cl?  Alexandria  inter  no  cinga,  e  hiflri ; 
E  chefl  Duca  il  prefidio  dentro  pojio, 
E  fuor  abbia  faguato  un  po* difcejio  ; 

22. 

E  la  gente  di  Franc'ia  mal'accorta, 
Tratta  con  Farte,  ove  In  rete  e  tefa, 
Col  Conte  Armeniaco,  la  tui  fccrta 
L'avea  condotta  a  rinfelice  imprcfa  ; 
Giaccia  per  tutta  la  campagna,  mortay 
Parte  fia  tratta  hi  Alexandria  prefa  j 
E  difanguenon  nun,  cbe  d'acqua,  groj/o 
UTanaro  fi  vede  rl Po  far  rojjo. 
VOL,  II. 


17- 

He  (hews  them  alfo  near,  a  yourh,  Pipin, 
Who,  with  his  people,  feems  to  cover  quite 
From  JEtna.  to  the  Ihore  of  Paleftine ; 
And,  with  expence  and  labour  infinite, 
To  Malamocca  bridge  does  make  and  join 
Near  to  Rialto,  and  thereon  does  fight ; 
Then  flies,  his  men  leaves  in  the  waves  behind, 
As  down  the  bridge  was  broke,  by  fea  and  wind. 

18. 

See,  where  defcends  Lewis  of  Burgundy, 
There,  where  he  feems  to  conquer'd  be  and  ta'en  ; 
And  he  who  takes  him  makes  him  fwear,  that  he 
With  arms  to  hurt  will  ne'er  return  again  : 
See  how  his  oath  he  fets  but  little  by ; 
See  how  the  fnare  that's  laid  does  him  regain  ; 
See,  he  has  loft  his  eyes,  and,  mole-like,  then 
Over  the  Alps  is  carry 'd  by  his  men. 

19. 

Hugo  of  Arli,  fee,  great  actions  does, 
And  Berengars  from  Italy  does  drive  ; 
And  twice  or  thrice  routs  them,  and  overthrows, 
Whom  now  the  Huns,  Bavarians  now  relieve  ; 
Then,  forc'd  by  pow'r  fuperior  with  his  foes 
His  terms  to  make,  but  little  time  does  live  : 
And  little  after  does  his  heir  remain, 
Who  yields  to  Berengar  the  whole  domain. 

20. 

See  other  Charles,  by  the  good  fliepherd's  aid, 

Who  has  light  up  a  fire  in  Italy  ; 

And,  in  two  battles  fierce,  two  monarchs  dead 

Has  (truck,  Manfred  and  Corndin  hard  by ; 

Then  his  own  men,  with  thoufand  wrongs,  who  had 

Kept  under  this  new  realm  in  cruel  fway, 

Divided  here  and  there  the  city  thro', 

All  (lain  at  found  of  Vefper  you  may  view. 

21. 

Then  (hows  them,  but  the  difhince  does  appear 

To  many  years,  nay  luilres,  to  arife, 

A  Gallic  chief  down  from  the  mountains  bear, 

Who  th'  great  Vifconti  to  the  war  defies  ; 

And  with  the  French,  who  foot  or  horfeinen.  were, 

Where  Alexandria  to  invert,  efpies  ; 

And  that  the  Duke,  within,  a  guard  convey'd. 

Without,  at  diftance  fmall,  an  ambum  laid ; 

22. 

And  the  unheeding  French  with  art  did  train 
There,  where  the  net  was  ready  for  them  laid, 
With  Count  Armeniac,  whofe  guide  had  ta'en 
Him  to  this  enter  prize  of  fortune  bad  : 
They  now  lay  over  all  the  country,  (lain  ; 
Part,  drawn  to  Alexandria,  captives  made ; 
And  fo  with  blood  the  Tanarus  did  fio\v, 
The  current  feems  with  red  to  tinge  the  Po. 

Z  23. 
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Un,  detto  de  la  Marco,  e  ire  Angioini 
Mojlra  run  tlopo  I'altro  \  e  dice :  Qttejli 
A  Bruci,  a  Dauni,  a  Marfi,  a  Salentini 
Vedete,  come  fan  fpeffb  mobjli '. 
Ma  iu  &?  Frtaum  val,  m  deLat'ml 
Aiuto  si,  cb'aLun  di  lor  virejii: 
EC co  It  caccia  ftior  del  Regno,  quante 
falte  vi  vanno,  Alf»nfs\  e  poi  Ferrante. 

24. 

Vedete  Carle  oiiavo,  cbe  difcende 
Da  r  Alpe,  e  fcco  ha  i!  for  di  tutta  Franc ia\ 
Che  pajja  il  Liri,  e  tut  to' I  Regno  prende 
Senza  maijtringer  fpada,  o  abbajfa r  lancia  » 
Fa  or  cbe  lo  fcogiio,  ctfaTifto  fijlende 
8u  le  braccia,  su  I  petto,  e  su  la  panda, 
Cbe  del  buan  fangue  d'  Avalo  al  conlrajlo 
La  virtu  trova  d'Jnico  del  Vajio. 

25. 

//  Signer  dc  la  Rocca,  che  venia 
Qufffijloria  additandc  a  Bradamante^ 
Mojirato  cLe  V  cbbe  Ifibia  ;  dijfe  :   Pria, 
Ch'a  I'edere  altro  piii  vi  meni  avante  : 

10  vi  diro  quel,  ch'a  me  dir  fdia 

11  bifavolo  mio,  quand'io  era  infante  ; 
R  quel,  cbe  fimilmente  mi  dicea* 

Che  da  fuo  padre  udito  anch'ejjb  avea  j 

26. 

E' I  padre  fuo  da  uri  altro,  o  padre,  o  fojje 
jfvolo,  e  I'un  da  I'ahroftna  quello, 
Che  a  udirlo  da  ^uel  proprio  ritro%iojje^. 
Che  I'imagini  fe  fenza  pennello, 
Che  qm  vcdete  blanche,  azurre,  e  rojfe. 
Udi,  che  quarto  al  Re  mojho  il  caftelio, 
Ch'or  mojlro  a  voi  su  quejf  altiero  fcogUo^ 
Gli  dijje  quel,  ck'a  voi  rifertr  voglio. 

27. 

Ud},  the  gli  dlcea,  ch'in  quejlo  loco 
Di  qusl  buon  cavalier,  cbe  lo  difende 
Con  tanto  ardir,  cbe  par  difprezzi  ilfoco* 
Che  tfognintvrno,  e  fino  al  Faro  incende  ; 
Nafcer  ciebbe  in  quei  tempi,  o  dopo  poco, 
E  ben  gli  dijje  I" anno,  e  le  Galende, 
U.n  cavjliero,  a  cut  far  a  fecondo 
Ogrialtro,  che  Jin  qui  fia  fato  al  mondo, 

28.' 

Nonfu  Nireo  si  bel,  non  si  eccellente 
-Di  forza  Ac  hi  Us,  e  non  si  ardito  UJiJfe  5 
Non  si  velcce  L^da,  non  prudente 
Ntftor,  che  tanto  feppe,  e  tanto  vijfe  j 
Won  tanto  liberal,  tanto  clemenie 
Vantlca  fama  Cefare  defer ij/e  ; 
Che  verfo  Tuom,  ch'in  Ifcbia  nafcer  dewy 
Non  obbia  ogni  lor  vanta  a  reftar 


23- 

One  de  la  Marca  call'd,  three  Angioines, 
One  after  t'otiier  fhov/s,  and  fays,  You  fee 
How  thefe  the  Martians  and  the  Salentines, 
Bruciuns  and  Daunians  trouble  frequently  ; 
^    But  tho'  the  French  force  and  Italian  joins, 
They  can't  fo  aid,  that  any  here  fhould  be  ; 
See  firit  Alfons,  as  oft  as  they  arrive, 
Then  Ferrant  them  from  forth  the  kingdom  dnve_ 

24. 

See  Charles  the  Eighth  the  Alpine  hill  defcends, 
And  has  brought  with  him  all  the  flo\v'r  of  Franc*j- 
Palles  the  Lire,  the  whole  realm  apprehends, 
Without  or  drawing  fword,  or  retting  lance  ; 
Except  the  rock  o'er  Tipheus  which  extends, 
PrelTing  his  arms,  breaft,  belly's  vaft  expanfe  ; 
For  there  he  finds,  of  Avalo's  brave  blood, 
The  might  of  Inicus  del  Vafto  him  withftood, 

25. 

The  guardian  of  the  fort,  this  hiflory 
Who  unto  Bradamant  had  thus  difplay'd, 
Having  fhe\\oi  Ifchia^  faid,  Before  to  fee 
Another  fight  I  forward  do  you  lead  ; 
I'll  tell  you  what,  when  in  my  infancy, 
My  great  grand/ire  has  often  to  me  faid, 
And  what  to  me  he  did  alike  declare, 
From  his  fire  alfo  he  before  did  hear  ; 

26. 

And  his  fire  from  another,  whether  'twere 
Grandfire  or  fire,  and  fo  on,  'till  they  came 
To  him,  who  from  the  owner  it  did  hear, 
To  pencils  that  thefe  figures  have  no  claim, 
In  white,  red,  azure  colours,  which  appear  ; 
He  heard,  when  to  the  King  this  caflle's  frame 
He  ihew'd,  as  I  do,  on  this  rock  fo  high, 
He  told  him  what  I'll  tell  yon  inflantly, 

27. 

He  heard  that  he  related  in  this  place, 
From  that  brave  knight,  who  did  this  fort  defend. 
With  fo  much  courage,  he  defpis'd  the  blaze, 
Which,  burning  roimd,  to  Faro  did  extend, 
Should  in  thefe  times  be  born,  or  in  fmall  fpace, 
And  juftty  told  the  jrear,  and  the  calend, 
A  knight,  to  whom  muft  yield  each  cavalier3 
That  ever  yet  did  on  the  earth  appear. 

28. 

Nireus  was  not  fo  fair,  in  enterprize 
So  {'cout  Achilles,  or  Ulyfles  bold, 
JLada  was  not  fo  fwift,  or  Neftor  wife, 
Who  knew  fo  much,  who  liv'd  to  be  fo  old*; 
Nor  yet  has  antient  fame  fuch  clemencies, 
Such  liberalities  of  Casfar  told, 
That,  tow'rds  the  man,  in  Ifchia  fhould  have  birth, 
Their  boafh  fhould  not  appear  of  little  worth. 

r  29, 


Canto  33, 


^»  fe  ft  gh™ 

£htando  il  nipote  in  lei  nacquf  di  Ctlo  j 
Se  Tebe  fece  Ercole^  e  Bacto  II  eta  ; 
Se  ft  vanto  de  i  due  gemelli  Delo  : 
Ne  quejla  ifola  avra  da  ftarfe  cheta, 
Che  non  s'e/falti,  e  non  fi  lev:  in  dels, 
£>uando  nafcera  in  lei  quel  gran  Marchefe 
Cb'avra  si  d'ogni  grazia  il  del  corttfe. 

30. 
Merlin  gli  diffe,  e  replicovli 


ORLANDO    FVRIOSO. 

29.  49. 


Ch'era  ferbato  a  nafcere  a  1'etade, 
Che  piu  il  Romano  Imperio  faria 
jfccio  per  liti  tornajffe  in  libertade. 
perche  alcuno  de'fuoi  gejii  a 

^predirli  non  accade. 
Ccii  dijjey  e  tar  no  al'tftoria,  awe 
Di  Carlo  ft  ii<.de,an  I'  int.  lite  prove. 


Ecco,  dicea,  fi  pente  Lcdovico 
D'averfatto  in  Italia  venir  Curio  ; 
Che  fol  per  travagtiar  I'  'eniulo  antica 
Chiamato  ve  Vaiiea,  non  per  caaiailo. 
E  fe  &  M  fcopre  al  ritoi'nar  nimico 
Co'Vene%iani  in  h'ga,  e  iiuol  piglinrh, 
Ecco  la  lancia  il  Re  animojo  ubbaj/a^ 
jipre  lajlrada^  e  lor  mal  grado  pajja- 

32- 

Ma  lafua  genie,  clfu  difefa  refla 
Del  nuovo  Regno^  ha  ben  contraria  forte  ; 
Che  F  err  ante  con  I'  op  fa,  che  gli  prcfta 
HSignorMantovan,  tor  na  si  forte  ^ 
Ch'in  pochi  mefi  non  ne  lafcia  tejla 
O  interray  o  in  mar^  che  non  ft  a  mejja  a  inert  e. 
Poi  per  unuom,  che  gli  e  confrande  ejlinto^ 
Non  par  ,  cbefenta  il  gaudio  d'aver  vinto* 

Cost  dicendo,  mojlragli  /'/  Marchefe 
jflfonfo  di  Pefcara,  e  dice  :  Do'po 
Che  coftui  cojiiparito  in  milk  imprcfe 
Sara  piu  rifplendente,  che  piropo  ; 
Ecco  qui  ne  finfedie^  che  gli  ha  teft 
Con  un  trattato  doppio  ilrio  Etiopo, 
Come  fcannatQ  di  faetta  cade 
llmiglior  cavalier  di  qudla  etade. 

34- 

Poi  nwftra^  eve  il  duodecimo  Ln!?i 
Ptfjfa  cinjcorta  Italiana  i  monti  \ 
E  Jvelto  il  Mora  pan  la  Fiordiligi 
Net  feconch  terren  gia  de'  t-'ifconti  ; 
Jndi  manda  Jue  genii  pe  ivtjtigi 
Di  Carlo  a  fur  snlGarigliaxo  i  ponti  ; 
La  quale  Qpprejjy  andar  rot  fa  ^  e  difperfa 
Si  vtdfy  e  tnwte>  e  nel  fame  ftmmerfa, 


And  if  the  antient  Crete  her  boaft  has  made, 
That  Coelus'  nephew  was  brought  forth  in  her, 
If  Hercules  and  Bacchus  Thebes  did  glad, 
If  Delos  of  her  twins  did  proud  appear, 
Nor  (hall  this  ifland  be  in  lilence  laid, 
But  unto  heav'n  herfelf  exalt  and  rear, 
Since  this  great  Marquis  fhall  in  her  be  born, 
Whom  courteous  heav'n  will  with  each  grace  adorn. 

3°- 

Merlin  told  him,  and  often  did  repeat, 
In  that  age  to  be  born  referv'd  was  he, 
When  felt  the  Roman  Empire  preflure  great, 
That  thro'  him  (he  might  gain  her  liberty  ; 
But  fmce  of  him,  hard  by,  each  various  feat 
I  you  will  {hew,  no  need  tell  previoufly. 
So  faid  he,  and  titrn'd  to  the  hiflory, 
Where  the  illuftrious  proofs  ofCharles  they  fee, 

3*- 

Behold,  faid  he,  how  Lewis  does  repent, 
That  he  caus'd  Charles  in  Italy  arrive, 
Whom  folely  his  own  rival  to  torment, 
He  had  call'd  in,  not  him  from  thence  to  drive : 
And  now  his  foe  he  does  himfelf  prefent, 
Leagu'd  with  Venetians,  him  to  make  captive  : 
See  the  courageous  King  his  lance  abafe, 
Open  his  way,  in  fpite  of  them,  and  pafs. 

32- 

Buf,  as  they  ftay'd  to  guard  the  new  domain, 
His  people's  lot  fell  out  quite  contrary, 
For  Ferrant  with  aid  which  th'  Lord  Mantuaa 
Gave  him,  returned  with  fuch  bravery, 
That  in  few  months  there  did  not  one  remain, 
That  was  not  put  to  death,  on  earth,  or  fea ; 
Then  for  one  friend  they  did  by  fraud  deftroy, 
He  of  his  conqueft  feem'd  to  tafte  no  joy. 

33- 

Thus  fpeaking,  to  them  he  the  Marquis  fhows, 
Alfonfo  of  Pefcara,  and  then  fays, 
As  he  to  thoufand  enterprizes  goes, 
He,  than*  pyropus,  fhall  more  fhining  blaze  : 
Behold  here,  in  the  fnarcs  which  for  him  throws 
By  double  treaty  th'  Ethiopian  bafe, 
How  tumbles,  pierced  by  an  arrow's  wound, 
A  warrior,  of  this  age -the  moll  renown 'd. 

34- 

Then  mews  where  the  twelfth  Lewis  pafles  o'er, 
With  an  Italian  guide,  the  Alpine  mount, 
The  mulberry  deftroys,  the  lilly's  flow'r 
Sets  in  the  foil  fo  fertile  of  Vifcount, 
Then  fends  his  troops  the  f botfteps  to  explore 
OfCharles,  and  o'er  Gariglian  make  a  pout, 
Who  hard-by  overthrown  and  fcattered 
Are  feen,  and  in  the  river  drown 'd  and  dcaj. 
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Canto 


33- 


35- 


Vedete  in  Puglia  non  minor  macello 
De  refercito  Franco*  in  fuga  volto ; 
E  Confalvo  Ferrante  Ifpano  e  quelh, 
Che  due  volte  a  la  trappola  fha  coltc. 
E,  come  qui  turbato,  cost  bello 
Mojlra  Fortuna  al  Re  Luigi  i  I  volto 
Nel  ricco  pian,  che  fin  dove  Adria  Jlride 
Tra  I'Jppennino,  e  I'  Alpe  il  Po  divide. 

Coil  dicendo  fejleffo  riprende, 
Che  quel,  cb'avea  a.  dir  prima,  abbia  lafciato ; 
E  torna  addietro^  e  mojlra  uno,  che  vendet 
11  Cajlel,  che' I  Signor  fuo  gli  avea  data  j 
Mojlra.  it  perfido  Svizzera^  che  prende 
Colui)  cb'ajua  difefa  I'ba  aj/oldato  ; 
Le  quai  due  cofe,  fenza  abbajfar  lancia^ 
Han  data  la  vittoria  al  Re  di  Franc  la. 

Pol  mojlra  Cefar  Borgia  colfavore 
Di  quejlo  Re  farfi  in  Italia  grande  ; 
Cb'ogni  Baron  di  Roma,  ogni  Signer  e 
Soggetto  a  hi  par,  cb'in  fjilio  mande, 
Poi  mojlra  il  Re,  che  di  Bologna  fuorg 
Leva,  la  Sega,  e  vi  fa  entrnr  le  Ghiande, 
Po/',  come  vo.lge  i  Genovtft  in  fuga 
Fatti  ribeW,  e  la  citta  foggiuga. 

38. 

Fedete.^  dice  poi,  di  gente  morta- 
Coper t a  in  Ghiaradada.  la  campagna. 
Par,  cb'apra  ogni  cittade  alRe  la  portay 
E  che  Venezia  appena  vi  rimagna. 
Vedete,  come  al  Papa  non  comport  a  ^ 
Che  paffati  i  confini  di  Rornagna 
Modena  al  Duca  di  Ferrara  toglia ; 
.Aft  qui  Ji  fermi,  e'lrejio  tor  gli  vaglia., 

39.- 

E  fa  a  rincontro  a  lui  Bologna 
Che  v'entra  la  Bentivola  famiglia. 
Vedete  il  campo  de*  Francefi  porre 
A  faccn.  Brefcia  poi,  che  la  npiglia  : 
E  quafi  a  un  tempo  Felfina  foccorrey 
E't  campo  Ecdcfiajlko  fcompiglia  ; 
E  I'uno,  s  1'a.ltro  poi  ne  i  luoghi  bajjl 
Par  Ji  riduca  dd  lito  de'CbiaJfi. 

Di  qiia  la  Francia,  e  di  la  ilcampo  ingro^ffa* 
La  gente  IJ'pana,  e  la  battaglia  &  grande. 
Cader  Ji  iiecU,  e  far  la  terra  roffa 
La  gente  d'arme  in  ambedue  le  bande. 
Piena.  di  fangue  uman  pare  ogni  fo (fa.  ; 
Marts  JJa  in  dubbio,  u  la  vittoria  mande. 
Per  virtu  d'un'Alfanfo  a  I  fin  ft  vede, 
Che  reft  a  il  Franco,  t  (he  I'Jfpano  cedj  ^ 


35- 


In  Puglia  no  lefs  a  ilaughter  fee 
Ot  the  French  army,  who  in  flight  appear ; 
And  Spanifh  Goafalvo  Ferrant  and  he, 
Who  twice  before  had  ta'en  him  in  the  fnare. 
And  as  here  fortune  in  deformity, 
Unto  King  Lewis  fo  fhe  feemed  fair 
:  On  the  rich  plain  which  does  the  Po  disjoin     [nifie. 
To  where  the  Adrian  roars,  'twixt  Alps  and  Apen 

36. 

Thus  faying,  he  a  flop  o'th'  fudden  made-, 
As  who 'ad  forgot  what  he  Ihould  firft  declare ; 
And,  turning  back,  points  out  one  who  betray'd 
The  fort  his  Lord  .committed  to  his  care  ; 
Shews  the  periidious  Swifs,  who  taken  had 
Him,  who  had  paid  him  for  his  help  in  war; 
The  which  two  things,  without  abaiing  lance, 
Had  giv'n  the  vicl'ry  to  the  King  of  France. 

37- 

Then  Cefar  Borgia  (hews,  made  by  the  grace 
Of  this  King  in  Italia  inlolent, 
Who  of  each  Roman  Baron,  Lord,  takes  place, 
And  feems  to  fend  them  all  to  banifhment  : 
Then  (hews  the  King  did  from  Bolognia  chace 
The  faw,  and  in  its  ftead  the  acorns  lent ; 
Then  how  the  Genoefe  he  puts  to  flight, 
Now  rebels,  and  the  city  makes  fubmit. 

38. 

Behold  the  country  all  round  Ghiaraclate, 
Said  he,  is  cover'd  o'er  with  people  (lain ; 
See,  to  the  King  each  city  opes  her  gate, 
And  Venice  fcarce  in  fafety  can  remain  j 
See,  how  the  Pope  difpleafed  is1  thereat, 
That  paflage  thro'  Romania  he  fhould  gain, 
And  from  Ferrara's  Duke  Modena  take ; 
Nor  flop,  but  ftrive  the  reft  his  own  to  make, 

39- 

And  fighting  does  Bolognia  from  him  take, 
That  there  the  Bentivoglian  race  may  be ; 
The  army  of  the  French  does  Brefcia  fack, 
When  now  they  have  regain'd  it,  you  may  fee  ; 
And  for  Felfme  at  once  a-  fuccour  make, 
And  o'er  the  Cruu-ch's  camp  gain  victory ; 
And  one  and  t'other  then  in  places  low, 
On  the  ChiauTs  fhore  reduced  fhow.. 

40*, 

Here  the  French  army,  and  the  Spanifh  there, 
Cover  the  field  ;.  the  conteft  great  does  grow ; 
And  the  Gens  d'Arms,  who  upon  each  fide  were,. 
Falling  appear,  and  red  the  land  dees  fhow  : 
Each  fofs  of  human  blood  does  full  appear  5 
Mars  doubts  where  he  the  conqueft  fhall  beftow  : 
At  laft,  by  th'  valour  of  Alfons,  you  fee, 
The  French  remain,  the  Spanifh  army  flee ; 
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E  cbe  Ravenna  faccheggiata  refla, 
Si  tnorde  il  Papa  per  dol,r  It  labbia  ; 
E  fa  da  i  monti,  a  gut  fa  di  tempefta, 
Scendere  in  fret  I  a  i-.na  Tedefca  rablna, 
Ch'ogni  Francefe,  lenza  mai  far  tejla 
Di  qua  da  F  Ahe  par,  cbe  cacciat' abbia  \ 
E  cbe  P°ft°  un  rurnpollo  abbia  del  Moro 
Nd  giardinOy  onde  fvelfe  i  Gigli  d'sro. 

42. 

Ecco  torna  il  France fe  ;  t.  coin  rot  to 
Da  Tinfedele  Elvezio  \   cb'  in  fuo  aiuto 
Con  troppo  rifcbio  ba  il  giovine  condotto  ; 
Del  quale  il  padre  avea  prefo,   e  Tjenduto. 
Vedete  poi  Vefercito,  cbe  fotto 
La  rota  di  Fartuna  era  caduto, 
Creato  il  nnavo  Rey  che  fi  prcpara 
De  I'cnta  vendicar,  cb'ebbe  a  Novara. 

.  .  4->' 
E  con  miglior  aufpicio  (ceo  t  itorna  : 

Vedete  il  Re  Fraxcffeo  innanz:  a  tutti* 
Cbe  cos}  ronipe  <}  Suizzeri  le  c->rna, 
Che  pMO  rejla  a  non  gli  m-er  dijirutti  ; 
Si  cbe'l  tit o/o  mai  piu  non  gli  adirna, 
Cb'tifurpato  s'avran  quei  viilon  brtitti ; 
Cbe  domator  de* Principi^  e  difefa 
Si  nojueran  de  la  Crijiiana  Chirja*. 

44- 

Ecct,  rnal  grado  de  la  le«a,  -prende 
Milano,   e  accorda  il  gioi-ine  S 
Ec:o  Borbon,  cbe  la  Citta  difcnde 
Pel  Re  di  Francia  dal  ftuyr  Tedefco. 
Eccevi  psi,  cbe  mcntre  a/trove  attends 
Ad  ciltre  rtiagne  imprefe  il  Re  Francefco  ; 
Nt!  fa  quanta  Jupcrbia,  e  crudtltade 
Ufino  i  Juci  j  gli  e  tol'a  la  Cittcule. 

45- 

Ecco  un'altro  Francefco^  ch'ajjimiglia- 
Di  virtu  a.  I* A"vo,  e  nan  di  notne  joh\ 
Cbe  fat  to  ujci'tif  i-Galli-,  fi  ripiglia 
CoL  favor  de  la  Cbiefa  il  patrio  Juolo. 
Francia  anco  torna,  ma  riticn  li  briglia^ 
Ne  fcorre  Italia,  come.  Juole>  a  volo  ; 
Che'l  buon  Duca  di  Mantoa  fu'l  Ticino 
Le  chi'ude  il  pfljjb,  e.  le  taglia  il  cammino. 

46. 

Fed  erica,  cb'ancor  non  ha  la  guancia 
De'primi  fieri  fparfa,  Ji  fa  degno 
Di  gloria  et&rna^  cVabbia  con  la  lanciay 
Ala  piju  con  diligenza,  e.  con  ingegno^ 
Pavia  difefa  dai [furor  di  Francia^ 
E  dfl  Leon  del  mar  rotto  il,  difegna. 
Vedete  due  Mar  J) eft,  ambi  terrors 
Di  nojlre  gentiy  ambi  d' Italia  anon, 


And  that  Ravenna  is  in  fackage  laid, 

The  Pope  for  gnef  with  teeth  his  lips  does  rend, 

And  from  the  mountains,  like  a  tempeft  dread, 

The  German  fury  makes  in  hafte  defcend  ; 

That  all  the  French,  without  e'er  making  head, 

Over  the  Alps  appear  in  flight  to  tend  ; 

And  of  the  Mulberry  a  branch  has  ftuck 

I'  th'  garden,  whence  he  did  the  golden  lily  pluck. 

42. 

See,  the  French  turn  ;  behold  them  driv'n  away 
By  the  Helvetian-  faithlefs  ;  for  his  aid, 
With  too  great  rifle,  whom  the  youth  took  in  pay, 
By  whom  his  fire  was  taken  and  betray'd  ; 
The  fallen  army  afterwards  furvey, 
Beneath  the  wheel"  of  fortune  which  vas  laid, 
Make  a  new  King ;  who  does  himfelf  prepare 
To  vindicate  the  fhame  they  fuffer'd  at  Novare. 

43- 

See  him  with  better  omens  now  return  ; 
Francis  the  King  before  all  meets  your  fight, 
"Who  of  the  Swifs  in  fuch  way  broke  the  horn, 
A  little  more  he  had  deftroy'd  them  quite : 
That  them  no  more  the  title  fhould  adorn, 
Thefe  wretches  bafe  ufurped  as  their  right, 
Who  call'd  themfelves  Tamers  of  Princes  great,. 
And  the  Defence  of  ChriAian  Church  and  State. 

44- 

Behold,  fpite  of  the  league,  does  Milan  take, 
And  with  them  join  Sforzefe  of  youthful  age: 
See  Borbon  for  the  King  of  France  does  make 
The  city  hold  out  againft  German  rage ; 
See  then,  while  for  great  enterprizes'  fake, 
Elfewhere  King  Francis  does  his  mind  engage;. 
Nor  knowa,  what  pride,  what  cruelty,  his  men 
Now  exercife  ;  the  city's  from  him  ta'en. 

45- 

Another  Francis  fee,  in  bravery 
His  grandfire  equals,  not  in  name  alone : 
Who  does  regain,  making  the  Gauls  to  fly, 
His  native  foil  by  th'  Church's  favour  fhown : 
France  comes ;  but  holds  the  rein,  nor  Italy 
So  over-runs,  as  ufually  was  known  ; 
For  on  Ticine,  th'  brave  Duke  of  Mantua 
Shuts  up  the  paflage,  and  cuts  off  the  way. 

46. 

Frederick,  ere  does  o'er  his  cheeks  advance 
The  fcatter'd  down,  of  glory  excellent 
Shows  himfelf  worthy,  gained  by  his  lance, 
But  more  for  wit,  and  the  care  diligent, 
Which  guarded  Pavia  from  the  rnge  of  France  ;• 
And  broke,  of  the  Sea-Lion,  the  intent. 
See  the  two  MarquifTes,  our  nation's  fear, 
Who  both  of  Italy  the  glony  were.: 

47» 
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Che 


4?' , 

jftnbi  £  tin  fan  gut,  anibi  d'un  nido  nai! ; 
Di  qucl  Mard'ffe  Alfinfo  il  primo  e/^/w, 
//  qual  traits  dal  Negro  ne  gli  agvati 
Vfdcfti  il  ten-en  far  di  fe  vermiglio. 
Vfdete  quant:  volte  fan  cacciaii 
D' Italia  i  Fraacbi  pel  cejlui  configlio. 
L'altro  di  il  benigno,  e  lido  af petto 
II  Vajlo  fignoreggia,  e  Alfanfa  e  detto. 

48. 
3  //  buon  cavalier,  di  cut  dicea, 

I'ifo/a  d'Ifcbia  i>i  mojlrai, 
gia  profetizando  detto  avea 
JMerlino  a  tieratnonte  cose  aJJ'ai  ; 
Che  differire  a  nafcere  dovea 
Nel  temp'),  che  d'aiuto  piu  che  mai 
Vafflitia  Italia,  la  Chiefa,  e  I' Impero 
Contra  a  i  barbari  infulti  avria  mejlicro, 

49. 

CoJJui  dietro  al  cugin  fuo  di  Pcfcara 
Con  faufpicio  di  Profyer  Colonnefe, 
Vedete  come  la  Bicocca  cara 
Fa  par  ere  a  I'Elvezio,  e  piu  al  Franceje. 
£cco  di  nuovo  Francia  Ji  prepara 
Di  riftaurar  le  mal  fucccfj'e  imprefe, 
Scende  il  Re  con  un  campo  in  Lombardia  ; 
Un'altro  per  pigliar  Napoli  invia. 

Ma  quella,  che  di  noi  fa,  came  il  vento 
D*  arid  a  polve,  che  I'aggira  in  volt  a  j 
La  leva  fin' al  ciclo,  e  in  un  momenta 
A  terra  la  ricact  ia,  onde  fha  tolta  ; 
Pa,  cb' inter  no  a  Pavia  crede  di  cento 
Mila  perfone  aver  fatto  raccolta 
11  Re,  che  mira  a  quel,  che  di  man  gli  efce } 
Non,  fe  la  gente  fuaji  fcema^  ocrefce. 

Cost  per  colpa  de' minijlri  aviri, 
E  per  bo ';t a  del  Re,  che  fe  ne  fiday 
Sotto  I'infegne  ft  raccelgon  rari, 
Quando  la  notte  il  campo  a  farme  grida ; 
Che  fe  vede  ajjalir  dentro  a'ripari 
Dal  fagace  Spagnuol  \  che  con  la  guida 
Di  duo  dd  fangue  d"  Avalo  ardiria 
Farfi  nel  cielo,  e  ne  I' inferno  via. 

52. 

Vedite  1 1  meglio  de  la  nobiltade 
Di  tutta  Francia  a  la  campagna  ejtinto  ; 
Vedite  qvante  lance,  e  quanie  fpade 
Han  d'ogn'intorno  il  Re  animcfo  cinto. 
Vedete,  che' I  dejirier  fotto  gli  cade, 
Ne  per  quejhji  rendc,  o  chiama  virtto  ; 
Benck'alui  folo  ancnda,  a  h<i  fol  corra 
Lojluol  nim'uo,  e  nui  c}  chi'l  foccorra. 


47- 


J3oth  from  one  blood,  both  from  one  neft  deriv'd  ; 
Alfons  is  of  this  Marquis  eldefl  fon, 
Whom,  drawn  by  the  Moor's  ambufli,  you  percciv'd. 
Make  with  his  blood  the  land  vermilion. 
You  fee,  how  often  he  tfie  means  contriv'd, 
To  caufe  the  French  from  Italy  to  run : 
T'other,  who  looks  in  fuch  kind  pleafant  war, 
Alfons  his  name,  o'er  Vafto  had  the  fway. 

48. 

This  is  the  Knight  fo  valiant,  when  I 
The  iile  of  Ifchia  fhow'd,  of  whom  I  faid, 
That,  talking  then  about  futurity 
Merlin  to  Fieramont  enough  difplay'd, 
That  to  that  time  his  birth  defer'd  fhouTd  be, 
When,  than  it  ever  did  before,  more  aid 
Afflifted  Italy,  the  Church,  th*  Empire, 
'Gainft  the  Barbarians'  inlults  would  require. 

49- 

See  him  behind  his  kinfman  of  Pefcare, 
By  Profper  Colonnefe'  aiTifting  pow'r, 
How  he  his  little  town  does  render  dear 
To  the  Helvetians,  to  the  French  much  more ; 
See  how  anew  France  does  herfelf  prepare 
Her  bad  fuccefs  in  ac"Uon  to  reflore ; 
The  King  with  one  camp  goes  to  Lombard/, 
Another,  to  take  Naples,  fends  away. 

5°» 

But  (he,  who  us  does  in  like  way  difpofe, 
As  wind  dry  duft,  which  it  does  wheel  around, 
Exalts  it  up  to  heav'n,  then  downward  throws, 
Whence  it  firit  rais'd  it,  !#  a  trice  to  ground; 
Re-animates  an  hundred  thoufand  foes, 
That  about  Pavia  rallied  they  were  found  : 
The  King,  who  minded  what  had  dipt  away, 
Minds  not  his  men's  increafe,  or  their  decay. 

51- 

Of  greedy  minifters  thus  by  defe<5l, 

And  the  King's  eafe,  who  on  their  care  rely'd, 

Under  the  enfign  did  fo  few  collecl, 

When  in  the  camp  at  night,  To  arms,  they  cry'd, 

He  in  his  ramparts  faw  himfelf  attackt 

By  cunning  Spaniard,  who,  as  him  did  guide 

Two  fprung  from  Av'lus,  would  perhaps  eflay 

Either  to  heaven  or  to  hell  his  way. 

S2- 

Behold  the  flow'r  of  the  nobility 
Of  France  lie  over  all  the  country  dead  : 
How  many  fwords,  how  many  lances  fee 
In  heaps  the  brave  King  has  around  him  laid : 
See,  his  war-horfe  beneath  him  falls ;  yet  he 
Yields  not  for  this,  or  owns  he's  conquered  ; 
Tho'  the  whole  hoftile  band  on  him  does  bear, 
Runs  at  him  only,  and  no  aid  is  near. 

S3- 
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//  Re  gag  liar do  ft  difende  a  piede, 
E  tutto  de  I' oftil  fangue  fi  bagna  : 
Ma  virtu  al  fine  a  troppa  forza  cede. 
Ecco  II  Re  prejo,  ed  eccok  in  Ifpagna  » 
Ed  a  quel  dl  Pefcara  dar  ft  vede, 
Ed  a  chi  mai  da  lui  nan  Ji  fcompxgna, 
j$  qufl  del  Vaflo,  le  prime  corone 
Del  campo  rotto,  e  dtl  gran  Re  prigione. 

Rotto  a  Pavia  I'un  campo,  Yaltro,  cfrcra, 
Per  dar  tra-vaglio  a  Napoli,  in  cammino  \. 
Rcftar  fivcde,  come,  fe  la  cera 
Gli  manca  o  Folio,  rejia  il  lunnci,!'-,. 
Ecco  che' I  Re  ne  la  prigione  Ib  ra 
Lafcia  i  fgliuoli,  e  torna  al  fuo  dvmino. 
Ecco  fa  a  un  tempo  egli  in  Italia  guerra  j 
Ecco  altrila  fa  a  lui  ne  la  jua  terra. 

Vedete  gli  omicidi,  e  le  rapine 

In  ogni  parte  far  Roma  dolente-  ; 

E  con  incendi,  ejlupri  le  divine 

E  le  profane  cafe  ire  ugualmentf. 

II  campo  de  la  lega  le.  mine 

Mira  d'appreffb)  e'lpianto,  <>'/'  grido  fente  ; 

E  dove  ir  dovria  innanzi,  torna  indict!  o, 

E  prender  lafcia  il  SucceJ/br  di  Pietro, 

56. 

Manda  Lotrecco  il  Re  con  nucvc 
Nen  piu  per  fare  in  Lcmba'dia  I'l 
Ma  per  levar  de  le  mani  (tnpte-,  e  lad)  e 
II capo,  efahre  membra  de  la  Chiefs; 
Che  tarda  si,  cbe  trova  al.  S'anto  Padre 
Non  ef/er  piii  la  liber ta  contcfa. 
Ajfedia  la  Cittade,  ove  fepolta 
£  la  Sirena,  e  tuUo  il  Re-gno  volta,, 

EccoTarmata  Imperial Jt  fcioglie  ; 

Per  dar  foe  cor fo  a  la  citta  aflediata. 

Ed  ccco  il  Dona,  cbe  la  via  le  ioglie, 

E  I'ha  nil  mar  fommerfa,  arfa,  e  fpezzata. 

Ecco  Fort  tin  a  come  cangia  voglie, 

Sin  qui  a'  Franceft  si  propizia  flata  ; 

Cbe  di 'ft  bbre  gli  uccicle,  e  nan  di  land  a, 

Si.  che  di  mil  If  uh  noji  ne  torna  in  Francia, 

5-8- 

La  fala  qucjle,  edaltre  ijlorie  mfMey. 
Che  tut  ie  fart  a  lungo  rifcrire, 
Jn  vari,  e  bei  colori  avea  raccolie, 
CVera  ben  tal,  che  le  potea  capire. 
Tornano  a  rivederle  duey  e  tre  vclte, 
Ne  par,  cbe  J;  ne  fappiano  part  ire. ; 
E  rileggon  piu  volte  quel,  cVin  or». 
Si  "uede  fcritto  jvtto  il.b 


The  valiant  King  defends  himfelf  on  foot, 

And  all  with  hoitile  blood  is  bathed  o'er ; 

But  too  much  force  at  length  does  valour  rout ; 

See  captive  taken  he  to  Spain  is  bore, 

And  to  Pefcara's  chief  fee  they  allot, 

And  to  him,  his  companion  evermore, 

To  him  of  Vafto,  honour's  higheft  crown,  [thrown,. 

For  a  great  King  made  prisoner,  and  a  camp  o'er- 

54- 

One  camp  at  Pavia  routed  was,  a.id  one, 
Which  was,  to  trouble  Naples,  on  the  route, 
Saw  itfelf  lifelefs  now ;  as,  when  is  gone 
The  wax  or  oil,  the  lamp  goes  inflant  out. 
Behold  the  King  from  Spanifh  prifon  flown, 
Leaving  his  fons,  is  to  his  kingdom  got ; 
Sec  he  at  once  in  Italy  makes  war ; 
See  in  his  land  his  foes  the  like,  prepare.. 

The  plundering  and  cruel  murders  fee, 
Which  of  fad  Rome  in  ev'ry  part  appear;; 
And  how  of  fire  and  luflful  villainy, 
Things  human  and  divine  have  equal  fliare. 
The  camp  of  the  allies  obferve  hard  by, 
Their  ruin  and  their  cries  and  moaning  hear; 
How  they,  where  they  fhould  forward  go,  turn  back, 
And  let  the  foe  Peter's  Succeilbr  take. 

The  King  Lotrecco  fends  with  new-rais'd  band*, 
Not  emprize  more  in  Lombardy  to  do, 
But  to  take  out  of  thievilh,  impious  hands 
The  Church's  Head,  it's  other  members  too ; 
Who  does  fo  long  delay,  he  underfbnds 
The  Holy  Father  had  his  freedom  now : 
Lays  to  the  city  flege,  where  was  inurn'd 
The  Siren,  and  the  State  thus  overturn'd. 

57- 

See  the  imperial  navy  anchors  weigh, 
To  the  befleged  city  to  give  aid  ; 
And  fee  great  Doria,  who  cuts  off  their  v 
And  them  in  fea  has  drown'd,  burnt,  fcattcredl 
See  fortune,  as  her  changes  (he'll  difplay, 
Who  has  till  now  the  French  fo  favoured, 
With  fevers  killing  them,  and  not  with  lance, 
That  of  a  thoufand  none  return  to  France. 

Thefe  hiftories  the  hall,  and  many  more, 
^  11  which  it  would  be  tedious  to  relate, 
lli  various  and  fine  colours  painted  bore, 
And  it  could  well  contain  them,  'twas  fo  great. 
They  twice  or  thrice  tnrn'd  to  review  it  o'er, 
And  feem'd  as  they  for  ever  there  could  wait, 
And  oft  read  over,  what  they  did  behold, 
Written  beneath  the  glorious  work  in  gold. 

59- 
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59; 

I.f  Idl:  Jonne,  e  gli  aliri  quivijlati^ 
Miranda,  je  ragionando  infteme  un  pezz9t 
Fur;dal  Signore  a  ripofar  rnenati  ; 
Ch'onorar  gli  ofli  fuoi  molt' era  avvezzo, 
Gia  fendo  tutti  gli  altri  addormentati^ 
P>r(.d.unfinte  a  cor  car  Ji  va  da  fezzo  ; 


59- 


£  Ji  valla  or  sit  qucjio^  or  sit  quel  fianco  ; 
'.if  sii  I -deft ro^ 
60. 


Ne  pity  dormir  siil-deftro,  tie  sift  wanco. 


Pur  cb'utde  alquants  apprejfi  a  1'alba  i  lumi, 
E  d\  vctler  le  pare  il  fuo  Rugpicro, 
11  quat  le  dica :  Per  cbe  ti  confumi^ 
Dando  ircdcnzn  a  qnel,  cbe  non  e  vero  ? 
ffu  vedrai  prima  a  F  erta  andare  i  fiumi  ; 
Cb'a d  altri  mni,  cb"a  te,  volga  il  penfiero. 
S'ro  non  aniajji  te,   ne  il  cor  potrei, 
Ne  le  pnpille  a  mar  de  gli  occbi  ?niei. 

61. 

E  par,  cbe  le  foggiunga  :  lo  fan  venuto 
Per  battezzannt)  f  far  qitanto  ho  promeJJ'o. 
E  s'io  fan  Jlato  tardi,  m'ha  tenuto 
Altra  feritn ,  cbe  d 'amore,  opprejjo. 
Fuggefi  in  quejio  ilfonno,  ne  veduto 
E'p.'ii  Rrtggier,  cbe  fe  ne  va  cori  ej/b. 
Rinnova  allora  i  pianti  la  donzella^ 
E  ne  la  mente  fua  cost  favella. 

62. 

Fuquel,  cbe  piacque,  un  falfo  fogno ;   e  quejlo, 
Cbe  ml  torment  a  ^  a  hi  lajfay  e  un  vegghiar  vero. 
Jl  ben  fu  fcgno  a  dileguarfi  pre/fo, 
Ma  non  e  fogno  il  marttre  ftfpro^  e  fiero. 
Perch' or  non  ode>  evede  il  fenfo  dejto 
Quel-,  cb'udire^  e  veder  parve  al  ptnfiero? 
A  che  condizione  occbi  miei  fiete  ; 
Ghe  cbiufi  il  bene^  e  aperti  il  mal  vedete  ? 

63- 

//  dole  e  f anno  mi  promt  fe  pace ; 

Ala  famaro  vegghiar  mi  torna  in  guerra  : 
II  dshe  J'onno  e  benJJato  fallace ; 
Ma  I'atnaro  vegghiare^  oimet  non  erra. 
Se'l  vero  annoia^  e  il  falfo  ji  mi  piace  ; 
Non  oda,  o  vegga  mal  piu  vero  in  terra. 
Se'l  dormir  mi  da  gaudio^  e  il  vegghiar  guait 
PoJJa  io  dormir  fenza  dejlarmi  r/iai. 

64. 

O  felici  animai^  cb'un  /onno  forte 
Sei  meft  tien,  fenza  mai  gli  occbi  aprire. 
Ches'ajfimigli  tal  fonno  a  la  morte9 
Tal  ve^gbiare  a  la  vita?  o  non  vo'dire  ; 
Ch'a  tutfaltre  contraria  la  mia  forte 
Sente  myrte  a  vegghiar^  vita  a  dormire. 
yl/tf,  s'a  tal  fo UNO  morte  i'ajjimiglia^ 
Deby  Morte^  0r'or<j  ckiudimi  le  ciglia. 


The  ladies  fair,  and  all  the  reft  of  thofe 
Vrho  fa\v  and  talk'd  together  much  thereon, 
Were  by  this  Lord  led  on  to  their  repofe, 
Who  to  his  guefls  had  ever  honour  fhown. 
To  bed  at  laft  fair  Bradamante  goes, 
Seeing  that  all  the  reft  to  fleep  were  gone  ; 
And  now  this  fide,  now  that,  fhe  turning  preft, 
But  upon  neither  right  or  left  could  reft. 

60. 

Yet  fomewhat  clos'd  her  eyes  tow'rds  break  of  day, 
And  doling,  thinks  Ruggier  is  in  her  view; 
Who  fays,  Why  do  you  thus  confume  away, 
By  giving  credence  to  what  is  not  true  ? 
Sooner  the  ftreams  back  to  their  fprings  fliall  ftray 
Than  I  will  think  of  other  than  of  you  : 
If  you  I  have  not  lov'd,  my  heart  can  ne'er, 
Nor  apple  of  my  eye,  claim  of  my  love  a  ihare. 

61. 

And  feem'd  to  add,  My  courfe  I  hither  gain'd 
To  be  baptiz'd,  and  what  I  promis'd,  do  ; 
And  if  I've  been  remifs,  have  been  detained, 
By  other  wound,  than  that  of  love,  kept  low. 
With  this  her  fleep  departed,  nor  remain'd 
In  fight  Ruggier,  but  with  it  off  did  go. 
The  damfet  did  her  moan  again  renew, 
And  in  her  mind  her  talk  did  thus  purfue. 

62. 

That  was,  which  pleas'd  me,  a  falfe  dream ;  this  is. 
Which  me  torments,  alas !  an  object  true  ; 
The  good's  a  dream  that  quickly  vanifhes, 
No  dream,  the  racking  woes,  that  me  purfue. 
Why  heard  and  faw  not  my  wak'd  faculties, 
What  in  my  thought  I  feem'd  to  hear  and  view  ? 
In  what  condition,  O  my  eyes,  are  ye, 
If  {hut,  the  good,  open,  the  ill  you  fee  ? 

<>3 

The  fleep  fo  fweet  did  to  me  promife  peace, 
The  bitter  waking  turn'd  me  all  to  war : 
The  fleep  fo  fweet  fhews  many  falfities, 
The  bitter  waking,  ah  me !  does  not  err : 
If  the  truth  hurts  me,  falfity  does  pleafe, 
On  earth  no  more  truth  may  I  fee  or  hear  : 
If  fleeping  gives  me  joy,  and  waking  pain, 
O  may  I  lleep,  and  never  wake  again. 

64. 

O  happy  creatures,  who  in  found  fleep  are 
For  fix  months  held,  nor  ever  open  eye : 
That  fuch  a  fleep's  like  death,  fhall  I  declare, 
To  life  fuch  waking,  or  the  contrary  ? 
Since  does  my  lot  quite  oppofite  appear, 
Does  death  in  waking,  life  in  fleep,  defcry : 
But  if  to  death  a  likenefs  bears  fuch  fleep, 
Ah  death,  for  eve.  fhut  my  eye-lids  keep. 

'          65. 
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65. 


De  rOrizonte  il  Solfatte  avea  roffe 
S'ejlreme  parti,  e  dileguate  intorno 
L'eran  le  nabi,  e  non  parea,  che  fojje 
Simile  a  Valtro  II  cominciato  giorno  ; 
Quando,  fvegliata  Bradamante,  armojje 
Per  fare  a  tempo  al  fuo  cammin  ritorno, 
Rendute  avendo  grazie  a  quel  S  ignore, 
Del  buon  albergo,  e  de  ravuto  onore. 

66. 

£  trove,  che  la  donna  mej/aggiera 
Con  damigelle  fue,  confuoifcudieri, 
Ufcita  de  la  Rocca,  venufra 
ha,  dove  I'attendean  quei  tre  guerrieri, 
Quei,  che  con  P^fta  d'oro  ej/a  la  fera 
Fatto  avea  rjverfar  giu  de  i  dejlrieri, 
E  che  patito  avean  con  gran  difagio 
La  notte  Facqua?  e  il  vento,  e  il  del  matvagio. 

67. 

Arroge  a  tanto  mal,  cb'u  corpo  voto 
Ed  ejji,  e  i  lor  cavalli  eran  rimaji, 
Battendo  i  'denti,  e  calpejiando  il  loco  ; 
Ma  quaft  lor  piu  increjce,  e  fenza  qtiafi 
Increfce,  e.preme  piu,  che  far  a  noto 
La  mejjaggiera  apprejfo  a  gli  altri  cafi 
A  lafua  donna  ;  che  la  prima  lancia 
Gli  abbia  abbattuti,  c  han  trovata  in  Francia. 

68. 

E  prejli  o  di  morire,  o  di  vendetta 
Subito  far  del  ricevuto  oltr aggio ; 

Accib  la  mejjaggiera,  che  fu  delta 

Uiania,  che  nomata  piu  non  aggio, 

La  mala  opinion,  chi'avea  concetto 

Forfe  di  lor,  ft  tolga  del  cor  aggio  ; 

La  figliuola  d'Amon  sjidano  a  giojtra ; 

To/to,  che  fuor  del  ponte  ella  fimojlra. 
69. 

Non  penfando  pero,  che  fia  don%/ella  ', 

Che  nej/un  gejlo  di  donzella  nvea. 

Bradamante  ricufa,  come  quella, 

Ch'in  fretta  gia,  nefoggiornar  vslea. 

Pur  tanto,  e  tanto  fur  molejli,  ctfella, 

Che  negar  fenza  biafmo  non  potea, 

Abbajso  Fajta,  ed  a  tre  colpi  in  terra 

Li  mandb  tutti^  e  qui  finl  la  guerra. 
70. 

Che  fenza  piu  voltarji  nwjlro  loro 

Lontan  le  fpalle,  e  dileguojft  tofto. 

6)uei,  che  per  guadagnar  io  fcudo  d'oro, 

Di  paefe  venian  tanto  difccflo  ; 

Pot  che  fenza  parlor  dritti  fi  faro  ; 

Che  ben  /' 'avean  con  ogni  ardir  depojto  ', 

Stupefatti  parean  di  maraviglia, 

Ne  verfs  ulania  ardian  d'alzar  If  ciglia, 
VOL.  II. 


The  fun  th'  extremeft  parts  of  th'  horizon 

Had  redden'd,  and  the  clouds  'gan  feud  away, 

Vanifhing  round  ;  and  now  this  day  begun, 

And  dirPrent  look'd  from  any  other  day, 

When  awoke  Bradamant  her  arms  put  on 

In  time,  that  Ihe  might  take  her  deiVm'd  way ; 

Her  thanks  unto  the  governor  (he  paid 

For  the  good  cheer,  and  th'  honour,  ihe  had  had : 

66. 

And  found  out,  that  the  lady  meflenger, 
With  her  efquires,  and  each  her  waiting-maid, 
From  out  the  calUe  were  arrived,  there, 
Where  thofe  three  warriors  for  her  had  ftaid, 
Whom  (he  the  night  before,  with  th'  golden  fpeaf, 
From  off  their  war-horfes  on  earth  had  laid  : 
Who  had,  with  great  annoyance,  all  that  night 
Endur'd  the  wind  and  rain,  and  angry  heaven's  ipight. 

67. 

Add  to  fuch  cruel  furFerings,  that  they 
Had  empty,  and  their  horles  too,  remain'd, 
Chatt'ring  their  teeth,  and  ftamping  on  the  clay; 
But,  as  it  were,  this  evil  them  more  pain'd, 
And  in  reality,  as  would  difplay 
The  Lady  this,  and  more  ills  they  fuftain'd 
Unto  their  miflrefs,  that  by  the  firft  lance    [France. 
They  were  beat  down,  which  they  had  found  ia 

63. 

Either  their  deaths  they're  ready  to  embrace, 
Or  have  revenge  for  th'  outrage  they  had  bore, 
That  the  EmbafTadrefs,  who  called  was 
Ulania,  whom  I  have  not  nam'd  before, 
What  now  perhaps  Ihe  had,  opinion  bale, 
By  this  might  of  their  courage  have  no  more  : 
The  daughter  of  Amon  to  tilt  defy, 
As  foon  as  forth  the  bridge  they  her  efpy. 

69. 

That  'twas  a  damfel,  thought  not  in  the  leaft, 
Who  no  one  acTion  of  a  damfel  had  ; 
Brad'mant  refufes,  as  who  goes  in  hafte, 
And  had  no  mind  by  aught  to  be  delay 'd  ; 
But  yet  ftill  more  and  more  they  her  moleft, 
That  without  blame  denial  can't  be  made  ; 
So  refts  her  fpear,  and  at  three  ftrokes  me  fends 
Them  all  to  earth;  and  thus  the  combat  ends. 

70. 

She,  without  turning  more,  lets  them  behold 
Far  off  her  back,  and  from  their  light  foon  got ; 
And  they,  who,  to  acquire  the  thield  of  gold, 
Had  come  from  out  a  country  fo  remote  ; 
Soon  as  they  upright  got,  their  fpeech  with-hold, 
Which  down  they  had  with  all  their  courage  put ; 
Quite  ftupefy'd  with  wonder  did  appear, 
Nor  dare  their  eyes  towards  Ulania  rear. 

A  a  ri 
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71- 

Che  con  lei  molte  volte  per  cammino 
Data  s'avean  troppo  orgogllofi  vanti ; 
Che  non  e  cavalier,  tie  Paladino, 
Clfal  minor  di  lor  ire  duraffe  avanti. 
La  donna,  perche  ancor  piu  a  capo  chino 
Vadano,  e  piu  non  fian  cos}  arroganti, 
Falcrfaper,  che fu femmina  quella, 
Ncn  Paladin,  che  II  leva  di  fella. 

72. 

Or  che  dcvete,  diceva  el/a,  quando 
Cosi  v'abbia  una  femmina  abbattuti, 
Penfar,  che  fja  Rinaldo,  o  the  fia  Orlando* 
Non  fenza  caufa  intani'onoreavuti? 
S'ua  d'cjji  avra  Io  fiudo,  io  vi  d&mando, 
Se  mi  gli  or  i  di  quel,  che  fiat  efuti 
Contra  una  donna,  contra  lor  farete  P 
Nol  credo  io  gia,  nc  voi  forfe  it  credete. 

Quefto  vi  puo  baflar ;  m  vi  bifogna 
Del  valor  vojlro  aver  piu  chiara  prova  j 
£  quel  di  voi,  che  temerario  agogna 
Fur  di  fe  in  Francia  efperienza  nuova, 
Ce>  ca  giungere  il  danno  a  la  vergcgna, 
In  ch'ieri,  e  oggi  s'e  trovato,  e  trova  > 
Se  forfe  egli  non  ft'ima  utile,  e  more, 
£>ual  or  per  man  di  tai  guerrier  fi  muort. 

Poi  che  ben  cerii  i  cavalieri  fece 
Ularsia,  che  quell' era  una  donzelli ; 
La  qnal  fatto  avea  ncra  piu  che  pece 
La  fama  lor,  ch'ejfcr  folea  ii  bJla,; 
E  dove  una  ba/lava,  piu  di  diece 
Perfone  il  delta  confermar  di  quella  ; 
Ejji  fur  per  voltar  Far  me  in  fe  flefli* 
Da  tal  dolor,  da  tanta  rabbia  opprfjji. 

E  da  Io  fdegno,  e  da  la  furia  fpinti 
L'armeft  fpt/glian,  quante  n'hanno  indojb  ; 
Nefi  la f dan  la  fpada,  ande  eran  cinti^ 
E  del  cajlel  la  gittano  nel  fojfo  ; 
E  giuran,  poi  che  gli  ha  una  donna  vi'ntl, 
E  fatto  siil  t  err  en  bait  ere  il  dejjb ; 
Che  per  pur  gar  si  grave  error,  (laranno 
Sitiza  rnui  vejlir  I'arme  intero  urianno  :• 

E  che  n'andranno  a  pie  pur  tuttavia  ; 
O  fta  lajlrada  piana,  ofcenda,  o  faglia  ; 
Ne,  poi  che  I' anno  anco  jfinito  fia, 
Saran  per  cavalcare,  o  vejlir  maglia  j 
S'altr'arme,  altro  dejlrier  da  lor  non  fia. 
Guadagnato  per  forza  di  battaglia. 
Co  i  fenz'arme  per  punir  lor  fallo, 
E/li  a piefs.  r^&ndar*  gli  altria  cavalle. 


71 


For  with  her  oft  as  traveling  they  did  go, 
They  gave  themfelves  too  lofty  vantery, 
That  France  no  knight  or  Paladin  could  mow, 
To  (land  before  the  weakeft  of  them  three , 
The  dame,  that  they  their  heads  might  bear  more 
And  now  fo  arrogant  no  longer  be,  C^w> 

That  this  a  woman  was,  them  confcious  made, 
Not  Paladin,  them  from  their  feats  convey'd. 

72. 

Now,  fays  (lie,  what  ought  you  to  underftand, 
When  thus  a  damfel  has  you  beaten  down ; 
If  it  Rinaldo  was,  or  if  Orland, 
Who  have,  not  without  reafon,  fuch  renown  ? 
Had  one  of  th^rn  the  fhield,  I  you  demand, 
If  your  deeds  braver  'gainft  him  would  'be  fliown, 
Than  what  agaiaft  a  lady  you  atchieve  ? 
I  think  not ;  you  perhaps  don't  fo  believe. 

73- 

This  may  fuffice  ;  nor  does  your  cafe  enjoin 
You  of  your  valour  clearer  proof  to  mow ; 
And  he  of  you  who  rafhly  does  defign 
In  France  a  trial  new  to  undergo, 
Seeks  but  his  harm  to  his  difgrace  to  •  :>in, 
Which  to-day  does,  yefterday  did,  beftow  : 
Unlefs  perhaps  he  honour  thinks  and  gain, 
What  time  he  is  by  fuch  a  warriour  flain. 

74- 

When  now  Ulania  gave  aflurance  clear, 
That  this  was  but  a  damfel,  to  each  knight,. 
Which  made  their  fame  blacker  than  pitch  appear,, 
That  formerly  had  fhone  fo  very  bright ; 
And  where  one  witnefs  was  enough,  ten  there, 
Or  more,  confirm'd  that  me  was  in  the  right; 
They  with  their  arms  were  ready  to  deflroy 
Themfelves,  fuch  rage  and  grief  did  them  annoy  : 

75- 

And,  prefs'd  by  furious  indignation,  tore 
Each  piece  of  armour  off  that  they  had  on  ; 
Nor  left  themfelves  the  fword  which  then  they  wore ; 
And  to  the  caftle's  fo{s  they  threw  them  down  ; 
And,  fmce  a  lady  them  had  conquer'd,  fwore, 
As  them  to  earth  (he  on  their  backs  had  thrown, 
To  expiate  fuch  fault,  for  a  whole  year 
They'd  thus  remain,  nor  e'er  their  armowr  wear: 

76. 

And  the  whole  way  that  they  would  go  on  foot, 
Whether  the  road  was  fteep,  or  high,  or  plain  ; 
And  even  when  the  year  was  come  about 
From  riding  horfe,.  or  wearing  arms,  refrain, 
'Till  other  armour,  other  horfe,  they  got, 
By  their  own  prowefs,  in  fome  fight  again  : 
So  without  arms,  for  this  crime's  punifhment, 
On.  foot  they  walk'd,  the  reft  oa  horfeback  went. 

77 
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77 

Br adamant e  la  f era  ad  tin  caflello, 
Ctia  la  via  di  Parigifi  ritrova, 
Di  Carlo,  e  di  Rinaldofuo  fratclh, 
Ch'avean  rotto  Agramante,  ud~i  la  nuova, 
Qitivi  ebbe  buona  menfa,  e  bitono  ojltllo  ; 
Ma  quefto  ed  ogn'altro  agio  POCO  giova ; 
Che  poco  mangia,  e  poco  dorme,  e  poco, 
tfon  che  pofar,  ma  ritrovar  puo  loco. 

78. 

Non  pero  di  cqflei  voglio  dir  tanto, 
Ch'io  non  ritorni  a  qnei  duo  cavalieri, 
Che  d'accordo  legato  aveano  a  canto 
La  folit  aria  font  e  i  duo  dejirieri. 
La  pugna  lor,  di  che  vo'dirvi  alquanto, 
Non  e  per  acquiftar  terre,  ne  imperi ; 
Ma  perche  Durindana  il  piu  gagliardo 
Abbia,  ad  avere,  e  a  cavalcar  Baiardo. 

v    79' 

Senza  che  tromba,  o  Jegno  altro  accennajje, 
£>uando  a  mover  iavean  -,  fenza  maeftro, 
Che  lofchermo,  e'l ferir  lor  ricordajfe  ; 
E  lor  pungeffe  il  cor  d'animofo  ejlro  : 
L'uno,  e  Valtro  d'accordo  ilferro  trajfe, 
E  ft  venne  a  trovare  agile,  e  deftro. 
Gli  ffrcjji,  e  gravi  colpi  a  farfi  udire 
Incominciaro,  ed  a  fcaldarfi  I" ire. 

80. 

Due  fpade  altre  non  fon  per  prova  ehttc 
Ad  effer  ferme,  e  folide,  e  ben  dure, 
Ch'a  tre  colpi  di  quei  ft  J 'offer  rette, 
Ch'eranofuor  di  tutte  le  mifure : 
Ma  quelle  fur  di  tempre  s)  perfette, 
Per  tante  efperienze  s)  Jicure, 
Che  ben  poteano  infteme  rifcontrarji 
Con  mille  colpi  e  piu,  fenza  fpezzarfi '. 

81. 

Or  qua  Rinaldo,  or  la  mutando  il  paj/b 
Con  gran  dejtrezza,  e  molta  indujiria,  ed  arte 
Fuggia  di  Durindana  il  gran  fracajjb  ; 
Che  fa  ben,  come  fpezza  ilferro,  e  parte. 
Feria  maggior  percojje  il  Re  Gradaffo  ; 
Ma  quafj  tutte  al  vento  crano  ff>artey  ' 
E  fe  cogliea  talor,  coglieva  in  loco, 
Gve  potea  gravare,  e  nuocer  poco, 

82. 

L 'alt re  con  piu  ragionfua  fpada  inchina, 
Efa  f/>ej/b  al  Pagan  jtordir  le  braccia  ; 
E  quando  a  ijlancbi,  e  qitando  ove  corifna 
La  corazza  con  I'ehno,  gli  la  caccia  ; 
Ma  trova  I'armatura  adamantina 
S),  ch'una  maglia  non  ne  rompe,  o  ftraccia. 
Se  dura,  e  forte  la  ritrova  tanto, 
Avuien,  percfrella  e  fatta  per  incant o. 


That  ev'ning  at  a  caftle,  on  the  road 
To  Paris  leading,  of  Charles,  Bradamant, 
And  of  Rinald  her  brother  nnderftoo  1 
The  news,  that  they  had  beaten  Agramant, 
Here  fhe  both  table  had,  and  lodgment  good  ; 
But  little  eafe  do  all  thefe  pleafures  grant ; 
For  little  does  fhe  eat,  or  ileep,  nor  more 
Can  fhe  repofe,  or  her  loft  peace  reflorc. 

.    78. 

But  yet  of  her  fo  much  I  will  not  fay. 
To  thofe  two  knights  not  to  return  again, 
Who  by  the  fountain,  which  fo  lonely  lay, 
Had  by  agreement  ty'd  their  horfes  twain; 
Their  fight,  wfiich  I  a  little  would  difplay, 
Was  not  that  lands  or  empire  they  might  gain. 
But  that  the  bravell  ihould  upon  his  fide 
Wear  Duriudana,  and  Baiardo  ride. 

79- 

Without  a  trumpet,  without'  fignal  made 
When  to  move  on,  wichout  a  marlhal  by, 
Who  ftrokes  and  fence  might  have  remembered, 
Goading  their  heart,  like  animating  fly ; 
Their  weapons  drawn  each  by  agreement  had, 
And  came  to  prove  their  fklll,  agility  : 
With  furious  din  their  thick  and  heavy  blows 
Make  themfelves  heard,  and  each  with  anger  glows. 

80. 

I  know  not  of  two  fwords  enough  efTay'd, 
That  their  ftrength,  hardnefs  would  fo  well  endure, 
Which  for  three  ftrokes  of  theirs  were  fitting  made, 
Such  flrokes  as  could  no  other  force  procure  j 
But  thefe  fo  very  perfeft  temper  had, 
And  fo  by  long  experience  fo  fecure, 
They  could  together  furious  onfets  make 
A  thoufand  times,  and  more,  and  never  break. 

81. 

Now  here  Rinald,  now  there,  changing  his  place 
With  great  dexterity,  and  care,  and  art, 
Avoided  Durindan's  deftroying  mafs, 
Knowing  how  iron  it  will  break  and  part : 
Blows  more  impetuous  fent  the  King  Gradafs, 
But  as  to  empty  air  he  ait  did  dart, 
If  his  ftrokes  fometimes  hit,  they  hit  him  there, 
Where  of  but  flight  effect,  or  none,  they  were. 

82, 

With  more  (kill  t'  other  does  his  fword  incline, 
And  oft  the  Pagan's  arm  benumbed  fore  ; 
And  now  within  the  flank,  now -where  does  joia 
The  helm  with  the  cuirafs,  attempts  to  gore; 
But  finds  the  arms  of  make  adamantine, 
So  that  no  piece  of  mail  is  broke  or  tore  : 
If  he  fo  hard  and  ftrong  found  it  to  be, 
It  hap'd,  becaufe  'twas  made  by  forcery. 

A  a   2  83. 


r8o 


Senza  prender  ripofo  eranojlati 
Gran  pezzo  tanto  a  la  battagliaffi, 
Che  volti  gli  occhi  in  nejfitn  mai  delatl 
Avea.no,  fuor  che  ne  i  turbati  vifi  : 
Qimndo  da  uti'altra  znffa  diftornati, 
E  da  tanto  furor  furon  diviji. 
Ambi  voltaro  a  un  gran  (Ircpito  il  ciglio  ; 
E  videro  Baiardo  in  gran  periglio. 

84. 

Vider  Baiardo  a  znjfa  con  un  mojlro, 
Ch'cra  put  di  lui  grandc,  ed  era  aitgdlo. 
Avea  piu  lungo  di  tre  braccia  il  roftro  : 
Ualtrefattezze  avea  di  pipiftrello. 
Avea  la  piuma  negra,  come  inclnoftro  ; 
Avea  I'artiglio  grandc,  acnto,  c  fella  ; 
Occhio  difoco,  efguardo  avea 
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Vale  avea  grandi,  che  parean  due  vele. 
85. 

Forfe  era.  vero  angel,  ma  nonfo,  dove, 

0  quando  un'altro  ne  fiajlato  tale. 

Non  ho  veduto  mai,  ne  letto  altrove,. 

Fuor  cft'in  Turpin,  d'un  si  fat  to  animate. 

Qitejio  rifpetto  a  credere  mi  move, 

Che  I'augel  fojffe  un  Diavolo  infernale; 

Che  Malagigi  in  quella  forma  traj/e, 

Accio  che  la  battaglia  dijlurbajje. 
86. 

Rinaldo  il  credette  anco,  e  gran  parole 
E  fconce  poi  con  Malagigi  n'ebbe. 
Egli  gia  confejjar.  non  gliclo  vucle  ; 
E,  per  che  tor  di  colpaji  vorn'bbe, 
dura  pel  lume,  che  db  lume  al  Sole, 
Che  di  quefto  imputato  ej/er  non  dcbbe. 
FoJJe  augello,  o  Demonic,  il  moftrofcefe 
Sopra  Baiardo,  e  con  I'artiglio  il  prefe. 

87. 

Le  redine  il  dejlrier,  ch'era  pojjente, 
Subito  romper,  e  confdegno,  e  con  ira 
Contra  I'  augello  i  calci  adopra,  e'l  dente  ; 
Ma  quel  veloce  in  ariaji  r  it  ira  .- 
Indi  ritorna,  e  con  lugna  pungente 
Lo  va  battendo,  e  d'agn'intorno  aggira. 
Baiardo  offefo,  e  che  non  ha  ragione 
Difchermo  alcun,  rat  to  bfuggirji  pane, 

88. 

Fugge  Baiardo  a  la  vicinafelva, 
E  va  cercando  le  piufpej/efronde, 
Segue  difopra  la  pennuta  belva 
Con  gli  occhi  fijji  ove.  la  viafeconde  :. 
Ma  pure  il  buon  dejlrier  tanto  s'infeha>, 
Ch'al  Jin  f  otto  una  grottajl  nafconde. 
Pci  che  I'alato  ne  perde  la  traccia, 
Ritorna  in  %iek,  e  cerea  nuova  caccia,. 


A  long  time  now  they,  without  taking  reft, 
Had  fo  attentive  to  the  battle  been, 
Neither  on  either  iide  his  eyes  had  caft, 
Or  aught  but  their  own  tro'ubled  faces  feen ; 
\\  hen  they  were  ftopt  by  other  dire  conteft, 
And  were  divided  from  their  rage  fo  keen  : 
Ar  a  great  noife  each  of  them  turn'd  his  eye, 
And  iaw  Baiardo  in  great  jeopardy  : 

84. 

In  conteft  with  a  monfter  faw  Baiard, 
Larger  than  him,  and  of  the  feather'd  race  : 
His  beak  was  thrice  as  long  as  a  clothe-yard, 
Each  other  part  of  bat  refemblance  has  ; 
His  plumage  all  as  black  as  ink  appear'd  ; 
His  dire  fha/p  claws  took  up  a  mighty  fpace ; 
His  eyes  of  fire,  his  looks  moft  cruel  were, 
Great  wings  he  had  which  like  two  fails  appear.. 

85. 

Perhaps  'twas  a  true  bird  ;  I  can't  declare, 
Or  where,  or  when,  his  fellow  ever  ftray'd ; 
I  never  yet  have  feen,  or  read,  elfewhere, 
But  in  Turpin,  of  animal  fo  made. 
Regard  to  this  does  my  firm  credence  bear, 
To  think  this  bird  a  fpright  of  hell's  dark  {hade,, 
That  Malagige  here  in  fuch  form  had  fent, 
That  he  their  combat  might  by  that  prevent. 

86. 

Rinald  believM  it  too,  and  much  talk  had, 
And  much  with  Malagige  did  difagree: 
He  this  confeilion  to  him  never  made, 
And  that  from  fault  he  might  himfelf  fet  free, 
Swore  by  the  Light,  with  light  the  Sun  who  clad, 
'  He  of  this  thing  accufed  fhould  not  be, 
The  monfter,  whether  bird  or  fpright,  defcends 
On  Baiard,  and  with  claws  him  apprehends. 

87. 

The  horfe  fo  ftrong  was,  foon-the  rein  he  broke. 
And  with  difdain  againft  the  bird  and  ire, 
He  to  his  heels,  and  to  his  teeth  betook, 
But  that  did  fwifily  into  air  retire  ; 
Thence  it  return'd,  and,  combating,  him  ftrook, 
Wheeling  around,  with  its  {harp  claws  fo  dire. 
Baiard  offended  knows  not  how  to  make 
Any  defence,  fo  quick  to  flight  does  take. 

88. 

Baiardo  flew  unto  a  neighb'ring  wood, 
And  try'd  among  the  thickeft  trees  to  get ; 
The  winged  beaft  him  clofe  behind  purfu'd, 
With  eyes  attentive,  where  the  ways  permit ; 
But  (b  far  in  was  got  the  war-horfe  good, 
At  laft  he  light  upon  a  fafe  retreat : 
When  now  the  bird  of  him  had  loft  the  way, 
To  heay'n  it  flies,  and  feeks  fome  other  prey. 


Canto  33 


^  e'l  Re  Gradajfo,   che  partire 
Veditta  ban  la  cagion  de  la  lor  pugna  ; 
Rejtan  d'accordo  quella  difftrire 
Fint  cbe  B  a:  or  do  falvino  da  Vugna, 
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Che  per  la  fctira  feiva  Ufa  fuggire  ; 

'   "effi  lo 
A  ^uella  font  e  lo  rejlituif  t 


Con  pattOy  cbe  quul  d'ejjt  lo  raggiugna^ 


Ove  la  lite  lor  poifefnifca. 

90. 

StguinJo,  fe  partir  da  la  fontana, 
L'erbe  novellamente  in  ttrra  prflf. 
A4olto  da  lor  BaiarJo  fallontana  ; 
Ch'ebber  le  piante  in  feguir  lui  molprefle. 
Gradajfo,  che  non  lungi  avea  F  Alfana^ 
Sopra  vi  falfe,  e  per  quelle  fortjle 
Molto  lintano  il  Paladin  lajdsjfe, 
Trijlo^  e  peggio  contento,  che  mai  fojfe. 

91. 

Rinaldo  perde  I'orme  in  pochi  pajji 
Del  fuo  dejlriery  che  fejlrano  viaggio', 
Ch'ando  rivi  cercandO)  arbor /',  e  fajfe* 
Ilpiufpin'jfo  luogo^  e  il  piu  felvaggio, 
Ac  do  che  da  quella  ugna  fe  cclajfe^ 

Che  cadendo  dal  del  gli  facca  oltr aggie* 

Rinaldo  dopo  la  fatica  vana 

Ritorno  ad  ajpertarh  a  la  font  ana  * 
92. 

5f  da  Gradaffo  vi  foj/'e  condititoy 

Siccome  tra  lor  dianzi  fe  convtnne. 

Ala^  poi  che  far  fe  vide  poco  frutto^ 

Dolente,  e  a  piedi  in  carnpo  fe  ne  venne. 

Or  torniamo  a  quell* ultra,  al  quale  in  tut\o 

Diver fo  da  Rinaldo  il  cafo  avvenne : 

fion  per  ragion,  ma  per  fuo  gran  dejlirtfl^ 

Senti  annitrire  il  buon  defer itr  i/icino. 

93- 

£  lo  trovo  ne  la  fpelunca  cava, 
Da  Favuta  paura  anco  si  cpprejjb^ 
Cb'ufeir  a  lo  footer  to  non.ofava\ 
Per  fib  Fba  in  fuo  potere  il  Pagan  meffo. 
Ben  de  la  convenzion  fe  ricordava^ 
Cb'a  la  fonte  tornar  dovea  con  ejjo  > 
jMa  non  e  piu  difpojlo  d'ojjer'varla  : 
£  cost  in  mente  fiM  tad  to  par  la. 

94- 

Abbial  cm  ffuerlo  ttuol  con  lite  e  guevra  j 
lo  d'averlo  con  pace  piu  difeo. 
Da  fi<no  a  laltro  capo  de  la  terra 
Gia  vtnni,  e  fol  per  far  Baiardo  mio. 
Or,  ch'io.  I'hoin  manQ)  benvancggia^  ed erra 
Chi  crede,  che  deporlo.^  volefs'io. 
Se  Rinaldo  lo  vuol,  non  difconviene, 
Cvneiogia  in  Francia,  or  t'egli  in  India  viene. 


Rinald,  and  King  GradaiTb,  from  their  fight. 
As  of  the  combat  now  the  caufe  was  gone, 
Agreed  together  "to  defer  the  fight, 
Till  Baiard  from  the  claw  they'ad  fafety  fho\Vn, 
Which  him  through  the  dark  wood  made  take  his 
That  who  (hould  get  him,  with  condition,     [flight ; 
Should  to  this  fountain  bring  him  back,  where  they 
Might  afterwards  in  arms  conclude  the  fray. 

90. 

They  went  away  now  from  the  fountain's  fide, 
And  of  the-new-trod  grafs  the  road  purfu'd. 
Baiard  a  great  way  now  had  from  them  hied, 
With  feet  to  follow  him  but  ill  endu'd  ; 
Gradafs,  who  near  him  had  Alfana  tied, 
Now  mounted  her  in  hafte,  and  thro'  the  wood, 
At  a  great  diftance  left  the  Paladin, 
More  fad,  and  worfe  content,  than  ever  yet  h'ad  been. 

91. 

Rinaldo,  in  few  paces,  had  the  trace 
Loft  of  his  horfe,  who  fuch  ftrange  way  did  take, 
Who  fought  the  rivers,  trees,  each  rocky  place, 
Each  thorny  way,  and  the  moft  favage  brake, 
That  he  might  fly  the  claw  that  did  him  chace, 
And  from  the  iky  defending  outrage  make. 
Rinaldo,  after  a  long  toil  in  vain, 
To  th'  font,  to  wait  for  him,  return'd  again. 

92. 

If  by  Gradaflb  there  he  brought  had  been, 
As  they  between  them  had  agreed  before, 
But  of  this  having  no  advantage  feen, 
Grieving,  on  foot  to  th' field  his  courfe  he  bore  : 
But  let's  return  to  t'other  ;  diff'rent  mien 
From  that  of  fad  Rinnld  his  fortune  wore  ; 
Not  by  his  fkill,  but  his  good  deftiny, 
He  near  unto  him  heard  the  good  horfe  neigh. 

93' 

And  in  a  hollow  cavern  him  did  find, 

With  former  fear  as  yet  opprefs'd  fo  fore, 

He  to  the  plain  to  go  was  not  inclin'd, 

Tho'  he  was  now  beneath  the  Pagan's  pow'r ; 

Whofe  bargain  made  came  ftrong  into  his  mind, 

He  to  the  font  Ihould  now  his  courfe  have  bore ; 

But  to  obferve  it  he  is  not  difpos'd ; 

And  thus  in  fecret  he  his  mind  difclos'd. 

94. 

Let  who  will  have  him  with  difpute  and  war, 
Rather  with  peace  to  have  him  I  defign  ; 
I  from  the  utmoft  verge  of  earth  did  bear, 
Only  that  I  might  make  Baiardo  mine  : 
Now  him  I  have,  he  does  but  dream  and  err. 
Who  thinks  that  I  am  willing  to  refign  : 
If  this  Rinaldo  wants,  it  right  does  (how, 
As  once  to  France  I  went,  he  fhould  to  India  go.. 
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".  95r 

Nan  men  ftcura  a  lui  Jia  Sericana, 

C.'i'.'.j  .-;•/#  due  volte  Francia  a  me  Jict  Jlata : 

Con  die  ends  per  la  viapiupiana 

Ne  vcnne  in  ///•//,  e  vi  troro  I'armata  i 

E  quivi  con  Baiardo,  e  Durindana 

Si  parti  fopra  una  galea  fpahnata. 

J\da  quejlo  a  un'altra  volt  a,  ch'or  GradaJJo, 

RinaldO)  e  tutta  Erancia  addietro  laffo. 

96. 

Figlio  rfflolfo  feguir,  cfrafclla,  eamorfo 
A  ufofacea  andar  di  palafreno 
L'lppogrifo  per  F  aria  a  n  gran  cor  fa, 
Che  Faquila^  f  il  falcon  vola  ajfai  meno. 
Poi  che  de  Galli  ehbe  il  paefe  fcorfo 
Da  un  mare  a  Faltro,  e  da  Pirene  al  Renot 
Tor  no  verfo  Ponente  a  la  montagnay 
Chefepara  la  Francia  da  la  Spagna. 

97- 

Pafso  in  Navarra^  ed  indi  in  Artgona,   . 
Lafdando  a  ch?l  vedea  gran  maraviglia. 
Rejlo  lungi  afinijha  Taracona, 
Bifcaglia  a  deflrat  ed  anivb  in  Cafliglia. 
Vide  Ga/izia,  e'l  Regno  d'Ulisbona^ 
Poi  volfe  il  corfo  a  Cordova^  e  Sivig/ia  : 
Jtfe  lafcio  preffo  al  mar^  ne  fra  campagna 
Citta^  che  nonvedejfe  in  tutta  Spagna. 

98. 

Vide  le  Gade^  e  la  meta^  che  pofe 
A  i  primi  naviganti  Ercole  invitto. 
Per  ?  Africa  vagar  pot  ft  difpofe 
Dal  mar  d'Atlante  a  i  termini  dtEgitto. 
Fide  le  Baleariche  famofe, 
E  vide  Eviza  apprej/b  al  cammin  dritto. 
Poi  volfe  ilfreno^  e  torno  verfo  Arzilla 
Soprcfl  mar,  che  da  Spagna  dipartilla. 

Fide  Marocco,  Feza,  Or  a  HP,  Ippona, 
jflgier,  Buzea,  tutte  citta  fuperbe  ; 
C'hanno  cfaltre  citta  tutte  corona. 
Corona  d'oro,  e  non  di  fronde^  o  d'erbe* 
Verfo  Biferta^  e  Tunigi  poi  fprona^ 
Fide  Capiffi)  e  I'ifola  d* Alzfrbe, 
E  Tripoli,  e  Berniche^  e  Tolomitta 
Sin  dove  il  Nilo  in  Afia  ft  tragitta. 

100. 

Tra  la  marina^  e  la  felvofa  fchiena 
Del fiero  Atlante  vide  ogni  contrada^ 
Poi  die  le  fpalle  a  i  monti  di  Carena  j 
E  fopra  i  Circnei  preft  lajlraday 
E  traverfando  i  campi  de  /' 'arena 
Fenne  a'confin  di  Nubia  in  A.'baiada. 
Rimafe  dietro  il  Cin.iter  di  Batto, 
E\l gran  tempio  a" '  Amon,  cb'oggi  e  diifatto.. 


95- 


As  bad  to  him  be  the  land  Serican, 

As  France  this  twice  has  (hewn  itfelf  to  me  : 

Thus  faying,  by  the  road  that  was  moft  plain, 

To  Arli  came,  and  there  the  fleet  did  fee  ; 

And  hence  with  Baiardo  and  Durindan, 

In  a  pitch'd  galley  puts  away  to  fea. 

But  this  another  time  ;  I'm  now  inclin'd 

To  leave  Gradafs,  Rinald,  and  France,  behind. 

96.  O. 

Aftolf  I'll  follow,  who  with  faddle,  bit, 
To  voyage  with  that  palfrey  durft  to  try, 
The  Hippogryph  thro'  air,  with  fo  fwift  flight, 
Falcon  or  eagle  much  lefs  rapid  fly  : 
When  the  French  country  he  had  travell'd  quite, 
From  fea  to  fea,  from  Rhine  to  Pyrene  high, 
He  weftward  tow'rds  the  mountain  did  advance, 
Which  feparates  the  Spanifh  realms  from  France. 

97- 

He  pafs'd  Navarre,  and  thence  to  Aragon, 
Leaving  in  wonder  thofe  who  him  dirvey  : 
Far  on  the  left  hand,  quitting  Taracon, 
O'th'  right,  Bifcaglia,  comes  to  Cafliglia, 
Gallicia  fees,  and  realm  of  Ulilbon, 
To  Cordoua  turns  his  couife,  to  Siviglia; 
Nor  leaves  he,  nigh  the  lea,  or  mid  the  plain, 
City  he  does  not  fee  throughout  all  Spain. 

98. 

He  fees  the  Gades,  and  the  flop  did  lay, 
To  the  firft  failors,  Hercules  renown'd  : 
By  Afric  then  difpofes  him  to  ftray, 
From  the  Atlantic  fea  to  Egypt's  bound  ; 
He  fees  the  famous  Baleariche, 
And  views  feviza  on  the  right  hand  ground  ; 
Then  turns  his  bit,  and  tow'rds  Arzilla  hied, 
Upon  the  fea,  which  Spain  does  thence  divide. 

99. 

He  fees  Morocco,  Fez,  Oran,  Hipone, 
4   Algier,  Buzea,  cities  all  fuperb, 

Which  have  o'er  other  cities  all  the  crown, 
A xrrown  of  gold,  and  not  of  leaves  or  herb  ; 
To  Tunis  and  Biferta  then  fpurs  on, 
CapifTa  fees,  and  th'  ifland  of  Alzerb  ; 
Tripoly,  Berniccho,  Tolomitta's  ground, 
Quite  to  the  fea  that  circles  .1  fia  round. 

100. 

Betwixt  the  coaft,  and  back,  with  woods  o'ergrown, 
Of  dread  Atlant,  each  country  does  furvey, 
And  to  Carene's  hills  his  fhoulders  fhown, 
O'er  the  Cyrenian  cliffs  he  takes  his  way  ? 
And  crofs  the  plains  of  fand  now  trav'liing  on, 
To  Nubia's  confines  comes  in  Albaida; 
Then  was,  behind  Battus's  burying  place, 
Amon's  vaft  tomb,  ruin'd  in  thefe  our  days. 

ior. 
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101. 

Indi  giunfe  ad  urfaltra  Tremifenne, 
Che  di  Maumetto  pur  ftgue  lo  Jlilo. 
Poi  volfe  a  gli  altri  Etiopi  le  penne, 
Che  contra  quejlifon  di  la  dal  Nili. 
A  la  citta  di  Nubia  il  cammin  tenne 
Tra  Doha  da,  e  Goalie  in  aria  filo. 

fiejli  Cri/liani  fon,  quei  Saracini, 
Jlan  con  I'arme  in  man  fempre  a'coaftni. 

102. 

Senapa  Imperador  de  la  Eti'-.pia, 

Che'n  luogo  tien  di  fcettro  in  man  [a  Crc-.e ; 

Di  gente,  di  c'ittadi,  e  d*oro  ha  copia 

£htindi  fin  la,  dove  il  mar  RoJJo  bd  face  ; 

E  ferva  quaji  nojtra  fede  propia, 

Che  pub  jaharlo  da  Vefdto  atroce. 

Gli  e,  s'io  non  piglio  errore,  in  quejlo  loco, 

Ove  al  battefmo  lorn  ufano  il  foco* 

103. 

Difmonto  il  Duca  Aftcljo  a  la  gran  corte 
Dentro  di  Nubia',  e  vijito  il  Senapo. 
II  cajtello  e  piu  ricco  aj/ai,  che  forte  ^ 
Ove  dimora  d"  Etiopi  a  il  capo. 
Le  catene  de  i  ponti,  e  de  le  psrte, 
Gangherit  e  chiaviftei  da  piedi  a  capo, 
E  finalmente  tutto  quel  lavoro, 
Che  noi  di  ferro  ufiams,  ivi  ufan  a" ore. 

104. 

Anew  che  del  finijjimo  metallo 
Vifia  tale  abbondanza,  e  pur  in  pregfo* 
Colonnate  di  limpido  crijlallo 
Son  le  grai  ligge  del palazzo  Regio. 
Fan  rojjo,  bianco,  verde,  azurro,  e  giallo 
Sotto  i  bei  palcbi  un  rilucente  fregio, 
Divifitra  proporzionati  fpazi 
Rubin,  Smeraldi,  Zafiri,  e  Topazi. 

In  mura,  in  tctti,  in  pavimenti  fparte 
Eran  le  perk,  tran  le  ricche  gemme. 
Qtfivi  il  balfamo  nafce,  e  poca  parte 
N'ebbe  appo  quefti  mat  Gerufalemme. 
11  mufchio,  cb'a  noi  v-ien,  quindi  Ji  parle : 
Quindi  vicn  ramhra,  e  cerca  altre  maremme  .- 
Vengon  le  cofe-in  fomma  da  quel  canto, 
Che  ne  i  paefi  nojlri  vaglion  tanta, 

106. 

Si  dice,  che' I  Soldan  Re  de  /'  Egitto 
A  quel  Re  da  tributo,  e  Jla  fuggetto  ', 
Penh'e  in  poter  di  lui  dal  cammin  dritto- 
Levare  il  Niloy  e  dargli  altro  ricetto  j 
E  per  qurjlo  lafdar  fubito.affiitto 
Di  fame  il  Cairo,  e  tutto  quel  dijlretto. 
Senapo  detto  e  da  i  fudditi  fuoi, 
GH  diciam  Prejlo,  o  Pre.tei.anni  noi* 


Thence  did  to  Tremifen  himfelf  convey, 
Which  follows  ftill  the  law  of  Mahomet. 
Then  turns  his  wings  to  /Ethiopia, 
Who  'gainft  thofe  t'other  fide  the  Nile  are  fet. 
To  Nubia's  city  he  keeps  on  his  way, 
Threading  Dobade  and  Coale,  on  does  get ; 
Thefe  ChriiHans  are,  and  thofe  are  Saracins> 
And  ann'd  they  ever  are  on  their  confines. 

102. 

Senapus  Emp'ror  of  ^Ethiopia, 
Who,  flead  of  fceptre,  crofs  in  hand  does  bear, 
Has  people,  cities,  gold,  in  plenteous  -way, 
Thence,  to  where  the  red  fea  its  head  does  rear  ;. 
And  does,  as  'twere,  our  very  faith  obey, 
Which  can  deliver  him  from  fate  fevere  : 
In  this  place  'tis,  if  I  do  nor  miftake, 
With  fire  they  the  baptifmal  token  make. 

103. 

The  Duke  Aftotf  difmounts,  at  the  great  court 
In  Nubia  and  Senapus  vifited  : 
Much  more  enrich'd  than  ftrengthen'd  is  the  fort,. 
Where  th'  /Ethiopian  Monarch  tarried  : 
The  chains  about  the  bridges,  and  each  port, 
Their  bolts  and  barricades  from  foot  to  head, 
And  finally,  the  works  you  there  behold, 
What  we  in  iron  ufe,  they  ufe  in  gold. 

104. 

Altho',  in  that  place,  of  this  metal  fine, 
Is  fuch  abundance,   'tis  in  value  rare  ; 
In  colonnades,  where  brilliant  chryftals  fhiner 
The  lodges  of  the  royal  palace  are  ; 
Red.  white,  green,  blue,  and  yellow,  all  combine, 
Beneath  the  cielings  rich,  to  deck  and  glare  ; 
Divided,  in  a  well-proportion'  1  fpace, 
The  ruby,  em'rald,  fapphir,  topaz,  blaze. 

105. 

Upon  the  wails,  the  roofs,  and  the  pavement, 
Were  fcatter'd  pe°rls,  and  many'  a  curious  gem- 
Here  balfam  grows,  but  little  different 
From  that,  e'er  produce  of  Jerusalem. 
The  mufic  which  comes  to  us  from  hence  is  fent: 
Hence  to  us  comes  the  amber  we  efteem  : 
I7por  the  whole,  thofe  things  come  from  this  ftate, 
Which,  in  our  country,  are  of  value  great. 

ic  6. 

Tis  faid,  the  Sultan,  Egypt's  Sovereign, 
As  fubjeft  to  this  King,  does  tribute  pay; 
Since  he  the  Nile  is  able  to  reftiain 
From  its  right  courfe,  and  elfewhere  caufe  it  ftray  r 
And  Cairo,  thus  afflicled,  caufe  remain, 
With  famine,  and  the  parts  that  round  it  lay. 
SenapUa  nam'd,  by  thoie  his  Empire  ov:, 
We  c:ill  him  Preflo,  or  elfe  Preftcr  John. 

7  107-. 
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Di  quant i  Re  tnai  a"  Ettopiaforo^ 
11  piu  riccofu  quejlo,  e  il  piu  poffentf-, 
Ma  con  tuttafua  poj/ay  e  fuo  teforo 
Gil  occhi  perduti  avea  miferamente  ; 
E  que/fo  era  il  minor  d'ogni  mar  tor  o  : 
Motto  era  piu  noiofo,  e  piu  fpiacentt, 
Che,  quantunque  rlcMffimo  fi  chiatne^ 
Cruciato  era  da  perpetua  fame. 

108. 

Se  per  mangiare>  o  ber,  quello  infelke 
Venia  cacclato  dal  blfogno  grands, 
To/to  opparia  Vinfernal  fcbiera  ultrlce^ 
Le  mojiruofe  Arpie  brutte,  e  nefande ; 
Che  c ol  grifo,  e  con  Cugna  predatrice 
Spargeano  i  vaft,  e  rapian  le  vivantle, 
E  quely  che  nan  capia  lor  ventre  ingordo^ 
Vi  rimanea  contaminate^  e  lor  do. 

109. 

E  quejlo)  perch' ejftndo  d'anni  acerbo? 
E  vijioft  lev  at  o  in  tanto  onsre^ 
Che  oltre  a  le  riccbezze,  di  piu  nerbo 
Era  di  tutti  gli  altri,  e  di  piu  core ; 
Divenne,  come  Lucifer^  fuperbo, 
E  pemo  mover  guerra  alfuo  fattore. 
Con  la  fua  gente  la  via  prefe  al  dritto 
Almonte^  onde  ejce  il  granfiume  a"  E  gifts. 

no. 

Intefo  aveay  che  su  quel  monte  alpejlre, 
Ch' oltre  a  le  nubi^  e  prej/b  al  del  Jl  kva9 
Era  quel  Paradifo,  che  terrejire 
Si  dice,  ove  abito  gia  Adamo,  ed  Eva. 
Con  cameli,  elefanti,  e  con  pedejlre 
EfercitO)  orgogliofo  ft  moveva, 
Con  gran  deftr^  fe  v'abitava  gente , 
Difarla  a  le  fue  leggi  ubbidiente. 

ill. 

Dio  gli  riprejje  il  temerario  ardlre^ 
E  mando  /'  Angel  juo  Ira  quelle  frotte, 
Che  cent  ami  la  ne  fece  mar  ire, 
'  E  ^candanno  lui  di  perpetua  notte. 
A  la  fua  men  fa  pot  fee  e  venire 
LSorrendo  moftro  da  I' infernal  grolte  j 
Cbe  gli  rapifce^  e  contamina  i  cibi  ; 
-Ne  lafcia^  che  ne  gujli,  o  ne  delibi. 

112. 

E  in  difperazion  continua  il  meffe 
Un0,  che  giagli  avea  prof  etizato, 
Che  le  fue  menfe  non  Jariano  opprej/e 
Da  la  rap  in  a ,  e  da  Tea  ore  ingrato  j 
£%uando  venir  per  faria  Jivedejje 
Un  cavalier  fopra  un  cavalio  alato, 
Perche  dunque  impojjibil  parea  quefto^ 
Privo  a" ogni  fperanza  vivea  mejto. 


107. 

Of  all,  that  Kings  of  ./Ethioph 
This  was  the  richeft,  and  of  c 


ia  werr, 
greatefl  might ; 
But  with  his  prowefs  all,  and  treafures  rare, 
In  miferable  way  h'ad  loft  his  fight : 
And  this  was  leafl  o'th'  ills  which  he  did  fhare ; 
'Twas  much  more  irkfome,  and  in  his  defpite,, 
That,  altho'  him  the  richeft  man  they  call, 
With  hunger  he  was  rack'd  perpetual. 

108. 

tf,  or  to  eat  or  drink,  this  haplefs  one 
Attempts,  when  driven  by  occafion  great, 
The  vengeful  hellifh  troop  comes  thither  foon, 
The  monftrous  Harpies,  foul,  importunate ; 
Who,  with  their  claw  rapacious,  and  talon, 
The  veflels  caft  about,  and  fnatch  the  meat, 
And  what  their  greedy  bellies  can't  contain. 
Foul  and  contaminated  does  remain. 

109. 

And  this,  for  he,  of  yet  unripen'd  year, 
Himfelf  exalted  faw  to  honours  high, 
Arid,  befides  riches,  that  in  ftrength  he  were 
Above  all  others,  and  in  bravery  ; 
Therefore  became  as  proud  as  Lucifer, 
And  with  his  Maker  battle  thought  to  try  : 
He,  with  his  troops,  the  way  direclly  pafs'd, 
To  th'  mount,  whence  uTucs  Egypt's  river  vaft. 

1 10. 

H'ad  underflood,  that,  on  this  mountain  wild, 
Which,  'bove  the  clouds,  its  head  in  heav'n  does 
There  was  that  Paradife,  the  earthly  ftil'd,      [hide, 
Whereon  once  Eve  and  Adam  did  refide. 
With  camels,  elephants,  and  hofb  well  IkiU'd 
In  arms,  he  made  his  march,  o'erwhelm'd  with  pride, 
With  great  defire,  if  dwellers  here  he  find, 
Them  in  obedience  of  his  laws  to  bind. 

in. 

God  for  him  humbled  his  temerity, 
And  fent  his  Angel  'midft  his  armed  might, 
Who  of  them  caus'd  an  hundred  thoufand  die, 
And  condemn'd  him  unto  perpetual  night : 
And  after  to  his  table  caus'd  to  fly, 
From  th'  hellifh  grot,  the  monfters  dire  to  fight, 
Which  did  his  victuals  fpoil,  und  from  him  fnatch, 
Nor  furTer'd  him  to  tafte,  or  have  a  Imatch. 

112. 

One  drove  him  to  continual  defpair 
Who  unto  him  that  time  did  prophecy, 
His  tables  fhould  not  be  fet  free  and  clear 
From  that  foul  ilench,  and  fuch  rapacity, 
Till  fhould  be  feen,  arriving  thro'  the  air, 
A  knight,  who  on  a  winged  horfe  fhould  fly  : 
As  this  impoffible  feem'd  to  belief, 
Devoid  of  ev'ry  hope  he  liv'd,  in  grief. 

113. 
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Or,  che  con  granjlupor  vede  la  gente 
Sopra  ogni  muro,  e  fopra  ogn'alta  torre 
Entrare  il  cavalier o,  immantenente 
E  chi  a  narrarlo  alRe  di  Nubia  corre ; 
A  cul  la  profezia  ritorna  a  mente  ; 
Ed  obbliando  per  letizia  torre 
La  fe del  verga,  con  le  mam  innante 
Vien  brancolando  al  cavalier  volants. 

114. 

AJlolfo  ne  la  piazza  del  cajlello 
Confpaziofe  rote  in  terra  fcefe. 
Pot  cbe  fu  il  Re  condotto  innanzi  a  quello, 
Inginoccbiojfi,  e  le  man  giunte  Jiefe, 
E  dijje  \  Angel  di  Dio,  Meffia  novella, 
S'io  non  merto  per  dona  a  tante  offefe, 
Mir  a,  che  proprio  e  a  noi  pec  car  fovente, 
A  voi  perdonar  fimpre  a  chi  ft  pente. 

115. 

Delmio  error  confapevole,  non  cheggio, 
Necbiederti  ardirei  gli  antichi  lumi. 
Che  tu  lo  pojja  Jar,  ben  creder  deggio ; 
Che  fei  de'cari  a  Die  beati  nutni. 
Ti  bajll  II  gran  martir,  ch'io  non  ci  veggio, 
Senza  ch'ogn'or  la  fame  ml  con Ju ml. 
Almen  difcaccia  le  fetlde  Arpie^ 
Cbe  non  r apt f can  le  vivandemie. 

116. 

E  di  marmore  un  tempio  ti  protnetto 
Edificar  ne  I'alta  Reggia  ml  a  ; 
Cbe  tutte  d'oro  abbia  le  porte,  e'l  tetto, 
E  dsntro,  e  fuor  di  genime  ornato  fu)  ; 
E  daltuofanto  nome  fara  delta, 
E  delmiracol  tuo  fcolpito  fia. 
Co  si  dice  a  quel  Re,  che  null  a  vede, 
Cercando  in  van  baciare  al  Duca  il  piede. 

117. 

Rlfpoje  AJlolfo  -,  Ne  V  Angel  di  Dio  ; 
Ne  fan  Meffia  novel,  nc  dal  del  vegno  j 
Ma  fan  mortale,  e  peccatore  anch'io, 
Di  tanta  grazla  a  me  conceffa  Indegno. 
lofaro  ogn'opra,  accio  che*l  mojiro  rio 
Per  morte,  ofuga  to  ti  levi  del  Regno  : 
S'io  Ufa,  me  non,  ma  Dio  ne  loda  folo, 
Che  per  tuo  aiuto  qul  mi  drizzo  il  volo. 

118. 

Fa'quejli  voti  a  Dio,  debiti  a  lut, 
Jl  lui  le  chiefs  ed'ifica,  e  gli  altarl. 
Coil  parlando  andavano  ambedui 
Verfo  II  cajlello  fr a  i  baron  preclari. 
II  Ke  cotnanda  a  i  fervitori  frti, 
Che  fubito  un  convito  Ji  prepari  ; 
Sperando,  che  non  dcbba  ejfergll  tolia 
Lavivanda  di  mono  a  quejia  vulta. 

VOL,  II. 


Now  when  the  people,  with  vaft  wonder,  'i"py, 

Above  each  wall,  above  each  tow'r  elate, 

The  cavalier  thus  enter,  fuddenly, 

To  Nubia's  King  fome  run,  this  to  relate  : 

Into  whofe  mind  returns  the  prophecy  ; 

And  as,  thro'  joy,  he  did  to  take  forget 

His  faithful  walkiug-ftaff,  with  hands  fore-right, 

He  tott'ring  comes  unto  the  flying  knight. 

114. 

Aftolfo,  of  the  caftle  'midft  the  fquare, 
With  fpacious  wheelings  to  the  earth  clefcends  : 
Soon  as  the  King  was  to  Altolf  led  near, 
He  kneels,  and  both  his  hands  conjoin'd  extends ; 
And  faid,  Meffiah  new,  God's  mellenger, 
Tho'  pardon  merits  not,  who  oft  offends; 
You  know,  to  us  belongs,  in  fin  to  live, 
To  you,  thofe  who  repent,  (till  to  forgive. 

115. 

Self-con fcious  of  my  faults,  I  afk  not  you 
My  former  fight,  nor  dare  I  that  requeft ; 
For  I  muft  need  believe,  you  that  can  do, 
As  you're  to  God  fo  dear,  a  power  bleft  : 
Suffice  my  pain,  that  you  I  cannot  view, 
Without,  by  hunger,  being  quite  oppreft  : 
At  leaft  thefe  foetid  Harpies  drive  away, 
That  of  my  food  they  mayn't  ftill  make  their  prey. 

1 1 6. 

And  I  a  marble  fane  to  fabricate 
Promife  to  you,  in  this  my  palace  high, 
Which  mail  of  gold  be  fram'd  ;  the  roof,  each  ga% 
Within,  without,  with  gems  adorn'd  fhall  be  ; 
Which  to  your  facred  name  .111  dedicate, 
Engraved  with  your  wond'rous  prodigy. 
Thus  fpoke  the  Monarch,  who,  intirely  blind, 
The  Duke's  feet  to  falute,  in  vain  inclin'd. 

117. 

Of  God  no  Angel,  Aftolf  made  reply, 
No  new  Meffiah,  nor  from  heav'n  I  pafs  -, 
But  I  am  mortal,  and  a  finner  I, 
Unworthy  to  have,  granted  me,  fuch  grace  : 
Thefe  monfters  will  I  with  my  utmoft  try, 
By  flight  or  death,  from  out  your  realms  to  chace  : 
If  this  I  do,  not  me,  praife  God  alone, 
Who,  for  your  aid,  hither  my  flight  led  on. 

118. 

Perform  thofe  vows  to  God,  to  whom  they're  due, 
To  him  your  altars,  temples,  fabricate. 
In  fuch  way  fpeaking,  onwards  went  they  two, 
Towards  the  caftle,  'midft  his  Barons  great. 
The  King  commands  his  fervitors  anew, 
That  fpeedily  they  mould  prepare  the  meat ; 
Expecting,  that  from  him  mould  not  be  ta'en, 
This  time,  his  victuals  from  his  hand  again. 

B  b  no. 


i8<5 


R  L  A  N  D  O    F  U  R  I  0  S  O. 


Canto  33. 


119. 


119. 


Dentro  una  ricca  fa/a  immantinente 
jfpparecchiojfi  il  convito  folenne. 
Col  Senapo  iafjife  folamente 
llDuca  Ajlolfo,  e  la  vivanda  venne. 
Ecco  per  I' aria  lo  ftridor  fi  fente 
Pei'cojja  intorno  da  F  orribil  penne. 
Ecco  venir  F  Arpie  brutte, 
Tratte  dal  cielo  a  odor  de  le  vivande. 

120. 

Erano  fette  in  unafchiera  ;  t  tulte 
Volto  di  donna  avean  pallide,  e  ftnorte  j 
Per  lunga  fame  attenuate?  e.  rfciuttet 
Orribili  a  veder  piit^  che  la  morte. 
Ualacce  grandi  aveany  defortni,  e  Irutte, 
Le  man  rapaci,  e  lugne  curve,  e  torte  ; 
Grande,  e  fetido  ilventre^  e  lunga  coda^ 
Cotnediferpe^  cbe  faggiray  e  fnoda- 

121. 

Si  fentono  venir  per  I' aria  ;  e  quaft 
Si  vegg&n  tutte  a  un  tempo  in  su  la  mcnfa 
Rapire  i  cibi,  e  riverfare  i  va/i  ; 
£  molta  fe^cia  il  venire  lor  n'ifpenfa  ; 
7W,  che  gli  eforza  d'otturare  i  nafi, 
Che  nonfe  puo  patir  la  puzza  imnwnfa. 
Ajhlfo,  come  Fira  h  fofpinge. 
Contra  gli  ingordi  angtlli  il  fsrro  jlriage* 

122. 

Una  siflc ollc,  un*a!tro  su  la  groppa 
Percote^  e  chi  nel  petto,  e  Jri  n?  Pa  la. 
Ma  come  f era  in  s'un  ftuco  dijiop*«, 
Pot  langue  il  colpoy  e  fenza  effato  cala,. 
£  quei  ncn  vi  lafciar  piatto^  ne  coppa 
Che  fojfe  intatta?  nefgombrar  la  fa  la 
Prima^  che  le  rapine,  e  il  fiero  pa/to 
Contaminate  il  tutto  avejfey  e  guajta. 

123. 

Avuto  avea  quel  Refermafperanza 
Nel  Ducay  che  P  Arpie  gli  dtjcacciajji ; 
Ed  or  che  nulla,  ove  fperar,  gli  av^r,zar 
Scfpira,  e  geme,  edifperatojlaffi. 
Viene  al  Duca  del  corno  rimt'nbrunza^. 
Che  fuels  aitarlo  a  i  periglio/i  pajji  ; 
E  conchiude  tra  fe^  che  quefta  'via 
Per  difcacciare  i  mojiri  ottimafta. 

124. 

E  primafa,  chil  Re  co'fuoi  Earani 
Di  calda  cera  Forecchiajiferra  ; 
Acc'ib  che  tutti,  come  il  corns  fuoniy 
Nan  abbiano  a  fuggir  fuor  de  la  terra. 
Frende  labriglia^  e  falta  su  gli  arcioni 
De  Flppogrifo)  ed  il  beliorno  offerra  ; 
£  con  cenni  a  lo  Scale o  poi  camanda^ 
Che  riponga  la.menfay  e  la  vivanda. 


In  a  fuperb  falon  immediately, 

The  folemn  entertainment  they  prepare  : 

With  King  Senapus  feated  folely  by 

Was  Duke  Aflolfo ;  and  the  meat  brought  there  : 

Behold,  they  all  around  a  noife  defcry, 

As  by  their  horrid  wings  is  frnote  the  air  ; 

Behold,  now  come  the  Harpies,  filthy,  fell, 

Drawn  from  above  by  the  provilion's  fmell. 

120. 

Scv'n  of"  them  were  there  in  a  company, 
All  woman's  face  had,  pale,  of  deadly  hue, 
By  hunger  long,  meagre  become,  and  dry, 
More  horrible  than  death  itfelf  to  view  ; 
Large  wings  they  had,  foul  with  deformity, 
Rapacious  hands,  talons  which  hooked  grew, 
Huge  ftinking  bellies,  tails  of  meafure  vaft, 
Which,  like  the  ferpent,  loofing,  round  they  $aft, 

121. 

They're  heard  as  coming  thro-'  the  air  apace, 
And  feen  as  on  the  table  all  iatenfe, 
Snatch  off  the  food,  and  overturn  each  vafe, 
And  from  their  bellies  they  much  filth  difpenfe  ; 
That  they're  compeli'd  to  fhut  their  noflrils'  pafs,. 
As  they  cannot  endure  the  ftench  itnmenfe, : 
Aftolf,  as  fury  great  did  him  invade, 
Againft  the  greedy  birds  drew  forth  his  blade. 

132. 

One  on  the  neck,  one,  rump,  Affolf  does  hack, 
For  fome  their  breafls,  others  their  wings  does  maul , 
But  juft  as  if  he  fmote  on  hempen  fack, 
Languid  his  blow,  without  effect,  does  fall ; 
And  they  nor  difh  nor  veflel  e'er  forfake, 
That  it  untouch'd  fhauld  be :  nor  quit  the  hall, 
Ere  with  their  rapine,  and  their  fierce  repair, 
They  all  contaminated,  and  laid  wafle^ 

123. 

This  King  the  firmeft  hope  did  entertain, 
The  Duke  for  him  the  Harpies  off  would  drive  ; 
And  now  fuch  hope  he  could  no  more  retain, 
He  lighs,  he  groans,  in  defp'rate  way  does  grieve;. 
The  Duke  his  horn  calls  to  his  mind  again, 
Which  aid,,  in  dang'rous  cafes,  us'd  to  give, 
And  with  himfelf  this  way  he  does  conclude 
The  bell,  whereby  the  monflers  to  extrude. 

124. 

But  firft  he  caus'd  the  King,  and  Lords  around, 
To  clofe  their  ears  up,  foften'd  wax  apply, 
Left  all  of  them,  foon  as  the  horn  mould  found,. 
From  forth  the  city  mould  be  forc'd  to  fly  : 
He  takes  his  bit,  does  on  the  faddle  bound 
Of  Hippogryph,  the  horn  fix'd  to  his  thigh, 
And  then  the  lieward  bids,  by  fign  he  made, 
Set  forth  the.  table,  let  the  meats  thereon  be  laid. 

125- 
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125. 


E  coii  in  una  loggia  s'appareccbia 
Con  altra  menfa  aitra  vivanda  nuova. 
Ecco  I'^rpi^i  che  fan  Fufanza  veccbia. 
dflolfo  il  corno  fubito  ritrova. 
G/i  au%elh\  che  non  ban  chiufa  Vorecchia^ 
Udito  i  I  fuon  non  ponjlare  a  la  prova  ; 
Ma  vanno  infuga  pieni  dl  paura^ 
Ne  di  cibO)  nt  d'altro  banno  piii  euro. 

126. 

Subito  il  Paladin  dietro  lor  fprcna  ; 
f'olando  efce  il  deftrier  fuor  de  la  liggia  : 
E  col  cajlel  la  gran  citta  abbandina ; 
E  per  faria^  cacciando  i  mojiri^  poggia. 
Ajiolfo  i  I  corno  tuttavolta  fuona^ 
Fuggon  FArpie  verfo  la  Zona  roggia 
Tanto,  the  fono  a  I'altiJJitno  monte, 
Ove  il  Ni/o  ha^  Je  in  alcun  luogo  ha,  fonte. 

127. 

Qyafi  de  la  montagna  a  la  radice 
Entra  fotterra  una  profonda  grotta  j 
Che  certijjimaporta  efferfe  dice 
Di  chi  a  I' inferno  vuol  jcender  tal)tiay 
£>uivi  s'e  quella  turba  predatrice, 
Come  in  Jicuro  albergO)  ricondotta, 
E  giufin  di  Cod  to  in  iii  la  proda 
Scefa,  e  piii  la,  dove  juel  fuon  nonoda. 

128. 

A  r Infernal  caltginofa  buca^ 
Cb'apre  lajlrada  a  chi  abbandon-a  il  lumtt 
Pint  I 'orribil  fuon  rinclito  Duca, 
E  fe  raccorre  aljuo  dejlrier  le  piutne. 
Ma  prima^  che  piit  innanzi  to  lo  conduca, 
Per  non  mi  dipartir  dal  'tiiy  coftnme, 
Poi  che  da  mchi  i  lati  ho  pieno  ilfoglio% 
Finire  H  cantot  e  riptfar  mi  voglio. 


And  fo,  in  an  apartment,  one  prepare*, 
With  other  tables,  new  and  other  cates. 
To  their  old  ufagc  ev'ry  Harpy  hears, 
Aftolfo  fuddenly  his  horn  enflates  : 
The  birds,  who  had  not  clofed  up  their  ears, 
Hearing  the  noife,  not  one  the  proof  awaits ; 
But  take  themfelves  to  flight,  replete  with  dread, 
Nor  of  the  food,  or  other  thing,  have  heed. 

126. 

After  them  foon  the  knight  fpurs  on  in  hafte, 
From  forth  the  gates  his  (I, ing  fteed  does  hk; 
And  leaves  the  caftle,  and  the  city  val>, 
Driving  the  monfters,  mounts  up  to  the  fky  : 
Aftolfo  of  his  horn  repeats  the  blaft, 
Towards  the  Torrid  Zone  the  Harpies  fly, 
Till  they  are  got  onto  the  higheft  mount, 
Where  the  Nile  has,  if  any  where,  its  font. 

127. 

Near  to  the  bottom  of  this  mountain  lay 
Entrance  to  deep  and  fubterraneous  grot, 
Which  is  the  fureft  portal,  as  they  fay, 
For  thofe  who  go  to  the  infernal  fpot : 
Thither  this  croud,  rapacious  for  their  prey, 
As  'twere  in  lodgment  fafe,  themfelves  had  gat, 
Defcended  quite  into  Cocytus'  fhore, 
And  thither,  where  they  heard  the  noife  no  more. 

128. 

At  the  infernal  hole  caliginous, 
Which  opes  the  way  to  thole,  abandon  light, 
Th'  illuflrious  Duke  the  horrid  found  does  clofe. 
And  caus'd  his  fteed  his  pinions  reunite  : 
But  ere  that  him  more  forward  I  difpofe. 
My  former  cuftom  that  I  may  not  quit, 
Since  on  fo  many  fides  I've  fill'd  my  fheet, 
I'll  end  the  canto,  fome  repofe  to  get. 


****  ^**HNHHfr**###« 


CANTO    XXXIV. 


OFametiche+  inique^  e  fare  Arpie^ 
Che  a  r  ace  e  cat  a  Italia^  e  d' error  pi 
Per  punir  forfe  antiche  colpe  rie 
In  ogni  menja  alto  giudi:io  mena  ; 
Innocent  i fanciulli^  e  madri  pie 
Cafcan  di  fame^  e  veggou,  cb'una  cent 
Di  quefti  Mojlri  rei  tiftto  divora 
Ciot  che  del  viver  lor  fojlegno  fora, 


/~\  Harpies  hungr}T,  wicked,  peftilent ! 
^-^  Whom,  throughout  blind  corrupted  Italy, 
Perhaps  of  former  crimes  for  punifhment, 
To  ev'ry  board  conducts  juft  judgment  high  : 
Mothers  diflrefs'd,  and  children  innocent, 
With  hunger  fink ;  and  fee,  in  luxury, 
Thefe  horrid  mongers  at  one  feaft  devour, 
What  to  fupport  them  their  whole  lives  had  pow'r. 
B  b  2  .a- 


j&8 


TroppofaUo^chi  le  fpelun;be  ape"fet 
Che  gia  mok'anni  erano  jlate  chiuje  ; 
Qnde  il  fettre,  e  Vlngordigia  emerfe* 
Ch'ad  ammorbare  Italia  fe  diffuje. 
II  bel  vivere  allora  Ji  fomerfe^ 
E  la  quiet  e  in  tal  modo  t'efclufey 
Win  guerre y  in  poverta  fempre^  e  in  a 
£  dopojiata,  ed  e  perjiar  molt'anni. 

Fin  cb'ella  un  giorno  a  i  neghitofi  figti 
Scuota  la  chiomay  e  caccl  fuor  di  Letey 
Gridando  lor  ;  Non  pa  chi  rajjimigli 
A  la  virtu  di  Calat^  e  di  Zete  ? 
Che  le  tnenfe  da  I  puzzo,  e  da  gli  artigli 
Liberi^  e  torni  a  lor  mondizie  lietey 
Come  ejji  gia  quelle  di  Fineo,  e  dopo 
Fe  il  Paladin  quelle  del  Re  Etiopo  ? 

4- 

//  Paladin  colfuono  orribil  venne 
Le  brutte  Arpie  cacciando  infaga,  e  in  rotta 
Tanto,  cb'a  pie  a?un  monte  fi  ritenne^ 
Ove  ej/e  erano  entrate  in  una  grotta. 
L'orecchie  attente  a  lo  fpiraglio  tenne, 
E  I'aria  ne  fenti  perco/a,  e  rotta 
Da  pianti,  ed  ar/V,  e  da  lament  o  eterno. 
Segno  evident  e  quivi  ej/er  r  infer  no. 

5-. 

AJlolfo  fe  pemo  d'entrarvl  dentre., 
E  veder  quei^  c'banno  per  auto  il  gi-irnoy 
E  penetrar  la  terra  fin'al  centra  y. 
E  le  bulge  infernal  cer care  intorno. 
Di  chc  debbo  teme r,  diceay  s'io  v'entro* 
Che  mi  pojfo  aiutar  Jempre  cil  corno? 
Faro  fuggir  Plutone^  e  Satanajfo^ 
E'ICan  trifauce  levero  dal  pajfo, 

6. 

De  Yalato  deftrier  prejlo  difcefe^ 
E  lo  lafcio  legato  a  un'arbufcellcy 
Poiftcalo  ne  I'antro  ;  e  prima  preje 
11  cor  no  i  avendo  ognifua  fpeme  in  quello. 
Non  andb  molto  innanzi^  che  gli  atfefe 
II  nafd)  e  gli  occbi  tin  fumo  ojcure,  e  feilo, 
Piu  cbe  di  pece  grave.,  e  che  dl  zolfo. 
Nonfla  d'andar  per  queJloinnanzlAjtclfc, 

7-  . 

Ma  quanta  iia piu  innanzi,  piu  i ingrojjct 
llfutno,  e  la  caligine  ;   e  gli  pare^ 
Ch'andare  innanzi  piu  troppo  non  pojfa  ; 
Cbe  faraforza  addietro  ritornare. 
Ecco,  non  fa  che  fia^  vede  far  nicjja 
Da  la  volta  di  fopra,  come  fare 
11  cadaver o  appefo  al  venio  Juole, 
Cbe  mclti  d)  fta  Jtato  aTacqne^  e  al  Sole. 
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Canto 


34- 


2. 


Too  much  he  err'd  who  did  thefe  caves  difclofe, 
Which,  for  fo  many  years,  reclufe  had  been, 
From  whence  thefe  fcetid  glutton  beafts  aro(e» 
Which,  to  pollute  all  Italy,  are  feen  : 
Of  life  all  comfort  this  quite  overthrovrsj 
And  fo  excludes  tranquillity  ferene  ; 
That  Hill  in  woes,  in  poverty,  and  war, 
It  fmce  has  been,  and  mnft  be  many'  a  year- 

Till  of  her  flothful  fons  one  day  the  hair 

She  well  fhall  fhake,  and  them  from  Lethe  beat ; 

To  them  exclaiming,  Does  none  likenefs  bear 

To  Zethe's  and  Calais'  valour  great .' 

Who  will  from  filth  and  claws  the  tables  clear, 

And  them  reftore  to  joy  and  cleanly  ftate  ; 

As  they  did  whilom  thofe  of  Phineus  clean, 

And  thofe  of^thiop's  King  fmce  did  the  Paladin  ? 

4- 

The  Paladin  prefs'd  on  with  clangor  dread, 
Driving  the  Harpies  foul  in  flight  and  rout,. 
Till  at  a  mountain's  foot  himfelf  he  fby'd, 
Where  fuddenly  they  enter'd  in  a  grot : 
His  ear  attentive  to  the  hole  he  laid, 
And  th'  air  diftinguifh'd,  broken  was  and  fmote, 
With  plaints,  with  howlings,  and  eternal  moan,. 
Clear  fign,  there  was  th'  infernal  dungeon. 

Aftolf  to  enter  in  does  ruminate, 
And  fee  thofe  people  there  reclufe  from  day^ 
And  earth  unto  the  centre  penetrate, 
And  the  infernal  gulfs  around  furvev. 
What  need  I  fear,  fays  he,  if  in  I  get  ? 
For  with  my  horn  I  itill  can  force  my  way  : 
Satan  and  Pluto*  HI, -to  fly  me,  make, 
And  from  the  pafs  I  Cerberus  will  take. 

6. 

From  his  wing'd  palfrey  down  he  fudden  goes. 
But  to  a  tree,  before  he  leaves  him,  ties, 
Then  to  the  cave  defcends,.  firfl  grafping  clofe 
His  horn,  which  him  with  his  whole  hope  fuppfes  : 
Ere  far  he  forward  went,  offends-  his  nofe 
A  fmokc  obfcure,  and  hurtful  to  his  eyes, 
Than  pitch  or  fulphur  a  more  filthy  fcent : 
Aftolf  flops  not  for  this,  but  farther  went. 

7- 

As  onward  he  advanc'd,  more  thick  does  prove 
The  fmoke  and  foot,  and  thence  did  to  him  flaow. 
That,  to  get  farther  on,  in  vain  he  ftrove ; 
And  will  compell'd  be,  back  again  to  go.: 
He  faw  now,  what,  he  knew  not,  that  did  move 
About  the  roof  above,  as  flill  will  do 
A  carcafs  hung,  before  the  wind  which  plays, 
Expos'd  to  rain  and  fua  for  many  days. 
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Si  poco,  e  qufifi  nulla  era  di  luce 

In  quel'a  ajfumicata,  e-nera  Jlrada, 

Che  non  cowprende,  e  non  difcerne  il  Dace, 

Chi  quejlo  fia,  cbe  si  per  I'  aria  vada  ; 

E  per  notizia  averne  fe  conduce 

A  dargli  uno,  o  duo  co'pi  de  la  fpada  ; 

Stima  po'i)  cb'uio  fpirto  ejfir  quel  debbia^ 

Cbe  gli  far  diferirfopra  la  nebbla. 

9- 

Allor  fenti  parlor  con  voce  me/la  ; 

Deb  !  fenza  fare  altrui  danno  giu  cala  \ 

Pur  troppo  ii  negro  fumo  mi  molcjla-, 

Cbe  dalfoco  infernal  qui  tut  to  ejjala. 

JIDuca  Jlupefatto  allor  iarrejia, 

E  dice  a  I  omira  ;  Se  Dh  tronchi  ogni  a  la 

Al  fumo  «,  ch'a  te  piii  ran  afcenda  ; 

Non  ti  difpiaccia)  cbe1  1  tuoflato  intenda. 

1C. 

£,  fe  iwoi,  cbe  di  te  porti  novella 
Nel  mondo  j£,  per  fatisfarti  fono. 
L'cmbra  rifpofe  :  A  la  luce  alma,  e  bella 
Tornar  per  fama  ancor^  si  mi  par  buono, 
Cbe  le  parole  eforza,  cbe  mi  fuella 
11  gran  defir^  c'ho  a"  aver  pot  tal  dono  ; 
E  cbe  I  mio  nomey  e  I'ejfer  tnio  ti  dica, 
Ben  cbe'  I  parlor  mifta  noia,  e  fatica. 

II. 

Ecomincio;  Signer  ,  Lidia  fon'io^ 
Del  Re  di  Lidia  in  grandc  altezza  naia  j. 
£hti  dal  giudicio  altijjimo  di  Dio 
sflfumo  eternamente  cor.dannata, 
Per  ejjerjiata  alfdo  amante  mio, 
A'lentre  to  vijji,  fpiacevole,  ed  ingrata-j. 
DJa!tre  infinity  e  quefta  grotta  piena^ 
Pojle  per  Jitnil  fallo  injimil  pena.. 

12. 

&ta  la  cruda  Anaffarete  piu  cl  baj/oy 
(Jvc  c  maggisre  it  jumo,  e  t-iii  murtire  : 
RejTi)  converfo  al  mondo  il  cor  pa  in  JaJTo^ 
E  I'.anima  qua  giu  venne  a  patire  ; 
Poi  cbe  veder  per  lei  Vaffiitto,  e  lajfi 
Suo  amante  appefo,  potc  ftffcrire. 
QUI  prejj'o  e  Dafne  \  cb'or  i'avuede^  quanta 
ErraJJe  a  fare  Apollo  carrer  tanto. 

13- 

Lur.go  faria,  fe  gCinfelici  fpirti 
De  le  f  famine  ir.gtate^ 


Vol.-:,  i  :td  ur.o  ad  uny  riferirti  ; 
Che  t;  '-li  Jcfii  cVin  infinito  var.n1). 
Piu  lungo  cncor  fnria  gli  uomini  dirti, 
A  quai  f  ejfere  ingrati  ba  fat  to  danno  ; 
E  che  piiniti  jo  no  in  peggicr  loco^ 
Oi'£  il  fiDtto  git  accieca^  e  cuoce  il  foco. 


So  little  fight  there  was,  or  rather  none, 
In  that  fo  fumigated,  dufky  way, 
The  Duke  could  not  difcern,  nor  had  he  known,. 
What  this  might  be,  which  in  the  air  did  play : 
But,  to  gain  knowledge  of  it,  he  ftepp'd  on, 
And  with  his  blade  did  a  few  ftrokes  convey  ; 
After,  conceiv'd  it  need  mult  be  a  fpright, 
For  he  feem'd  only  on  a  cloud  to  finite. 

9- 

Then  one  he  heard,  who  with  voice  mournful  fpoke, 
Ah  !  without  doing  others  wrong,  retire  ; 
Too  much  does  me  moleft  this  footy  fmoke, 
Which  here  exhales  from  the  infernal  fire  : 
The  Duke  then  ftopp'd,  and,  with  aflonifh'd  look, 
Says  to  the  fhade,  Heav'n  caufe  may  not  tranfpire 
The  fmoke,  that  it  may  more  to  hurt  you  mount : 
Be  pleas'd  to  give  me  of  your  ftate  account. 

10. 

And  if  you  wifh  I  news  of  you  ftlould  bear, 
To  th'  upper  world,  I'll  do  what  you  require  : 
The  ihade  reply'd,  To  light  ferene  and  fair, 
To  me  feems  good,  tho'  but  by  fame,  t'  afpire  ; 
That  words  from  me,  by  violence  does  tear, 
From  you  fuch  gift  to  have,  my  ftrong  defne, 
And  that  my  name  and  being  I  relate, 
Tho'  fpeech  gives  to  me  toil  and  torment  great. 

ir. 

And  {he  began  :  Lydia,  Sir,  am  I", 
Of  Lydia's  King  born,  in  condition  great ; 
Here,  by  the  fentence  of  the  Gods  moft  high, 
Gondemn'd  to  this  eternal  fmoaky  flate  ; 
For  being  to  my  love's-  fidelity, 
When  living  I,  difpleafmg  and^ingrate  : 
Of  others  infinite  is  full  this  grot, 
To  the  like  fufF'ring  fix'd,  for  the  like  fault. 

12. 

Cruel  Anaxaret  is  lower  down, 

Where  greater  is  the  fmoke,  fharper  the  woe  ;• 

Tth'  world  her  body's  turn'd  int  j  a  flone, 

Her  foul  is  come  to  fufFer  here  below ; 

Since  (lie  could  fee,  for  her,  opprefs'd  with  moan, 

Her  lover  hang'd,  and  that  could  undergo. 

Hard  by  is  Daphne,  who  too  late  docs  know 

Her  fault,  Apollo  forcing- to  purfue  her  fo. 

13. 

Tedious  'twould  be,  of  each  unhappy  fpright' 
Of  the  ungrateful  women,  in  this  place, 
If  one  by  oae  I  would  to  you  endite  ; 
For  they're  too  many,  number 'twould  furpafs. 
And  longer  yet,  the  men  to  you  recite, 
Who,  for  ingrates,  fuftain  their  woeful  cafe, 
And  who  are  punifh'd  in  feverer  port, 
Where  the  fmoke  blinds  them,  and  the  fire  does  roail.. 


•14. 
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Perche  k  dwns  pi~u  facili,  e  prone 
A  credcr  fon,  di  piufuplicio  e  degni, 
•Chi  lor  fd  i/iganno.     II  fa  Tcfco,  e  Gut/one, 
E  chi  tnrby  a  Latin  Vatrtico  Re^no. 
Sallo,  chi  incontra  fe  ilfra+e  Ajfalons 
Per  Taniar  t  ruffe  a  fangitinofo  fdcgno  ; 
Ed  altri,  ed  nitre,  che  fono  iuji/iiti, 
•Che  lafciato  han  chi  mogli,  e  chi  mariti. 

*5'v 

Ma  per  narrar  di  me  piu,  (he  d'altrui, 
E  palefar  I'crror,  che  qin  mi  trajje  ; 
Bella,  ma.  altiera  piu,  si  in  vita  fui, 
Che  non  fo,  s'altra  mai  mi  s\iggnagliaffe  ; 
N^  ti  faprci  ben  dir,  di  quefli  dui 
S'in  me  t'orgoglio,  o  la  belta  avanzaffe. 
^itantunqne  il  fajlo,  £  I'alterezza  nacque 
Da  la  belt  a,  ch'a  tittti  gli  occhi  piacque. 

1  6. 
in  Tracia  nn  cavaliers 


Era  in  qucl  tempo  in  1 
EJlimato  il  miglior  del 


mono  in  arme  ; 


II  quid  da  piu  d'un  tefiimonio  vero 
Dijingolar  belta  fent)  lodarmc  ;    • 
Tal  che  fpontaneamente,  fe  pen/zero 
Di  volsre  ilfuo  amor  tutto  donarme, 
Stimando  meritar  per  fuo  valoret 
Che  caro  aver  di  lui  dovejji  il  core. 

T7- 

In  Lidia  vcnne  ;  c  d'un  laccio  piu  forte 
Vinto  rejlo,  poi  che  veduta  m"ebbe. 
Con  gli  altri  cavalier  Jl  mifc  in  corte 
Del  padre  mio,  dove  in  gran  fama  crebbe. 
Valto  valor-e,  e  le  piu  d'una  forte 
Prodezzc,  che  mo/fro,  lungo  farcbbe 
j4  raccontarti,  e  ilfuo  mcrto  infinito, 
guando  egli  aveffc  a  piu  grata  uom  fervito. 

18. 

Panfilia,  f  Caria,  e  il  Regno  He'  Cilici 
Per  opra  di  cojiiti  mio  padre  vinfe  ; 
Che  lefercito  mai  contra  i  nbnici 
Se  non,  quant  o  volea  cojlui,  non  fpinfe. 
Cqflni,  poi  chs  gli  parvc  i  benejlci 
Suoi  merit  ark,   un  d}  col  Refiftrinfe 
A  domandargli  in  p  remit  de  le  fpoglie 
Tante  arrecate,  ch'io  fojfi  fua  moglic. 

19. 

Fu  repul/o  dal  Re,  elfin  grande  fiato 
Maritar  difegnava  lajigliuola  ; 
Non  a  coftui,  che  cavalier  privato 
Altro  non  ticn,  che  la  virtude  fo!a  : 
E'i  'padre  mio  troppo  al  guadagno  dato, 
E  a  I'avarizia  d'o^ni  vizio  fcitola, 
Tanto  apprezza  coftumi,  o  virtu  ammira, 
fafmofa  ilfuon  de  la  lira. 


14. 

Since  women  are  more  facile  and  more  prone 
To  truft,  they  merit  greater  punifhment 
Who  cheat  them  :  this  knows  Thefeus  and  Jafone, 
And  he,  who  fhock'd  th'  old  Latin  government : 
By  Abfalom,  for  Tamar,  it  is  known, 
Who  did  with  blood  his  filter's  wrongs  refent. 
As  well  by  men,  as  women  infinite, 
Some,  who  did  wives,  others  their  hu (bands,  quit. 

But  of  myfelf,  'fore  others,  to  relate, 
And  to  reveal  the  fault,  me  hither  drew; 
Fair  was  I,  but  more  proud,  when  in  life's  (late, 
I  know  not  if  my  equal  e'er  did  (hew : 
Nor  know  I  of  thofe  two  to  calculate, 
Wrhether  my  beauty  did  my  pride  outdo  : 
So  much  my  pride  and  haughtinefs  did  rife 
From  beauty,  which  was  pleafing  to  all  eyes. 

1 6. 

That  time,  in  Thrace,  there  was  a  cavalier, 
Efteem'd,  in  the  whole  world,  in  arms  the  beflr, 
Who,  from  a  many  evidences  char, 
Had  heard,  for  beauty  rare,  my  praiie  exprefs'd  : 
So  that  he  willing  did  his  thoughts  prepare, 
That  all  his  love  (hould  be  to  me  addrefs'd, 
Thinking  to  merit,  by  his  valour  rare, 
I  of  his  heart  might  hold  the  couqueft  dear. 

17- 

He  came  to  Lydia,  and  by  ftronger  chain 
Was  faften'd,  foon  as  e'er  he  me  dees  view : 
Now  in  my  father's  court  he  did  remain, 
With  other  knights,  where  in  vail  fame  he  grew : 
The  lofty  valour,  and  the  ftrength  amain, 
Of  diff'rent  forts  he  (hew'd,  woulJ  weary  you, 
Should  I  relate,  how  highly  he  deferv'd, 
Had  it  fo  been,  more  grateful  man  he  ferv'd. 

18. 

Pamphylia,  Caria,  and  Cilicia's  ftate, 
Were  by  his  prowefs  conquer'd  for  my  fire, 
Who  ne'er  his  force,  his  en'my  to  defeat, 
Prefs'd  on,  but  when  it  was  at  his  defire  : 
He,  when  it  feem'd  to  him  his  fervice  great 
Might  claim,  one  day  did  with  the  King  retire, 
And,  in  reward,  for  fpoils  fo  many  brought, 
That  I  might  be  his  confort,  him  befought. 

19. 

Repuls'd  was  by  the  King ;  who,  in  high  fphere, 
To  wed  his  daughter  had  intention, 
Not  to  this  man,  a  private  cavalier, 
Who  nought  portefs'd,  but  virtue's  felf  alone: 
And  this  my  fire  too  much  tow'rds  gain  did  bear, 
And  av'rice,  fchool  where  ev'ry  vice  is  (hown, 
Manners  and  valour  did  as  much  admire, 
As  does  the  afs  the  inufick  of  the  lyre. 

20. 
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Alee  ft  a  il  cavalier,  dl  cfrio  ti 

Che  cos}  Home  avea,  poi  che  fi  vede 

Repidfo  da  chi  piu  gratificarlo 

Era  put  debitor,  commiato  chiede ; 

E  lo  minaccia  net  part ir  di  farlo 

Pentir,  che  lajigliuola  non  g/i  diede. 

Se  n'andb  al  Re  A  Armenia,  einulo  antic? 

Del  Re  di  Lidia,  e  capital  nemico. 

2  I. 

E  tantoftimulo,  cbe  lo  difpofe 

A  pigliar  I'arme,  e  far  guerra  a  mio  padrr. 

EJ/b  per  l'opre/ne  chiare,  e  famofe 

Fu  fatto  capitiin  di  quelle  fquadre. 

Pel  Re  d' Armenia  tutte  I 'alt re  cofe 

DiJJe,  ch'acquijlcria ;  fol  le  leggiadrf 

E  belle  membra  mie  volea  per  f  rut  to 

De  roprafua,  vinto  ch'avejfe  il  tutto. 

22. 

IQ  non  ti  potre'  efpritr.ere  il  gran  danno, 
Cti  Alecjle  al  padre  mio  fa  in  quella  guerrat 
£hiattro  efcrciti  rompe,  e  in  men  d'un'anno 
Lo  mena  a  tal,  che  non  gli  lafcia  terra, 
Fitor  cfrun  cajlel,  c h'alte  pendici  fanno 
Fortiffimo;  e  la  dentro  ilRcjiferra 
Con  lafarniglia,  che  piu  gli  era  accctta, 
E  col  tefor,  che  trar  vi  puote  infretta. 

23- 

^itivi  ajjt'dionne  Alecjle,  ed  in  non  molto 
Termine  a  tal  difperazion  ne  trajje, 
Che  per  buon  patto  avria  mio  padre  tolto, 
Che  moglie,  e  ferva,  ancor  me  gli  lafciajje 
Con  la  meta  del  Regno,  s'indi  a/olto 
Reftar  d'ogni  altro  dannofifperaffe. 
Vederfi  in  breve  de  Vavanzo  privo 
Era  ben  certo,  e  poi  marir  captivo. . 

24- 

Tentar  prime/,  ch'accada,  fi  difpone 
Ogni  rtj/iedis,  che  Pojjibiljia  ; 
E  me,  eke  d'ogni  male  era  cagisnc, 
Fitor  de  la  rocca,  ov'era  Alccjle,  invia* 
lo  vo  ad  Alecjle  con  intenzione 
Di  dargli  in  preda  la  perfona  mia  ; 
E  preg.ir,  che  la  parte,  che  iiuol,  tolga 
Del  Regno  nofiro;  e  lira  in  pace  volga. 

25;    y 

Come  ode  Alcejle,  ch'io  vo  a  ritrovarlo, 
Mi  viene  incontra  pallido,  e  tremante ; 
Di  vinto,  e  di  prigione  a  riguardarlo, 
Pia  che  di  vincitore,  aveajembiante. 
h,  che  concfco,  ch'arde,  non  gli  parlo, 
S}  coine  avea  gia  difegnato  innante. 
Vijla  ioccafion  fo  penjier  nuovo 
CoHTjenmnte  al  grado,  in  c/tio  la  trcvo. 


This  knight,  AlceA,  of  whom  I  fpeak  to  you, 
So  was  he  nam'd,  foon  as  he  did  perceive 
Himfelf  repuls'd,  by  him,  from  \vhom  'twas  due- 
To  gratify  him  moft,  then  takes  his  leave ; 
And,  parting,  threatens,  he  would  make  him  rue,, 
That  him  his  daughter  he  refus'd  to  give  : 
T'Armenia's  King,  old  rival,  then  did  go, 
Of  Lydia's  King,  and  the  invet'rate  foe. 

21. 

And  by  his  converfe  him  he  did  incite, 
To  take  up  arms,  with  war  my  fire  t'  invade.- 
He,  by  his  actions  famous  and  fo  bright, 
Now  of  the  fquadrons  was  the  gen'ral  made 
Of  the  Armenian  King :  All  for  his  right 
He  would  acquire,  and  that  he  d  have,  he  faid, 
My  perfon  fair  alone,  the  premium 
Of  his  performance,  when  h'ad  all  o'ercome. 

22. 

I  cannot  to  you  the  vaft  lofs  declare,. 
Alceft,  in  this  war,  'gainft  my  father  wrought ; 
Four  armies  routed,  in  lefs  than  a  year, 
That  him  no  land  he  left,  fo  low  he's  brought, 
Except  one  fort,  which  a  fteep  cliff  did  bear 
And  made  moft  ftrong :  herein  my  father  got, 
With  thofe  he  priz'd  moft  of  his  family, 
And  treafure,  he  could  get  off  fudd'enly. 

23- 

Alceftes  here  lay'd  fiege,  and,  in  fmall  fpace, 
Things  into  fuch  a  defperation  drew, 
My  iire  would  deem  good  contract  to  embrace, 
If  wife  and  fervants,  me  he  yielded  too, 
And  half  his  kingdom,  if,  with  a  releafe, 
He  hope  might  have,  more  loffes  to  efchew  : 
Himfelf  of  all  depriv'd,  foon  to  defcry 
He  certain  is,  and  then  a  captive  die. 

24. 

To  try,  ere  this  fell  out,  inclines  his  will,. 
Each  fit  and  poffible  experiment ; 
And  me,  who  was  the  caufe  of  ev'ry  ill, 
From  out  the  fort,  where  was  Alceftes,  lent. 
I  to  Alceftes  go,  this  to  fulfil : 
My  perfon,  as  his  captive,  to  prefent, 
And  pray  him  take  fuch  part  as  he  fhould  pleafe 
Of  our  domain,  and  turn  his  ire  to  peace. 

25- 

When  Alceft  heard,  I  to  feek  him,,  be'ook, 
He  came  to  meet  me,  pale,  o'erwhelm'd  with  fear,. 
As  vanquifh'd,  and  a  pris'ner,  in  his  look, 
More  than  a  conqueror,  he  did  appear. 
I,  who  perceiv'd  his  flame,  not  to  him  fpoke, 
As  I  before  did  my  defign  prepare  ; 
Seeing  occafion,  form'd  my  thought  anew,, 
Suiting  tht.  ftation,,  in  which  him  I  view. 

26.. 
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A  mal:dir  comincio  I' amor  d'ejjb, 
E  di  fua  cnidclta  troppo  a  dolenni ; 
Ch'iniquamente  abbia  mio  padre  opprejfo, 
E  che  per  forza  abbia  cercato  avcrmi  ; 
Che  con  piu  grazia  gli  faria  fucccjjb 
Jndi  a  non  molti  d),  fe  tcner  fermi 
Saputo  avejjc  i  modi  cominciati, 
Ch'al  Ret  ed  a  tutti  noi  st  furon  grati. 

27- 

E,  fe  ben  da  principio  il  padre  mio 
Cli  avca,  negata  la  domanda  onefla; 
Pero  che  di  natitra  e  un  poco  rio, 
JVe  maiji  piega  a  la  prima  richiefla  ; 
Far/i  per  do  di  ben  fervir  rejlio 
Non  doveva  egli,  e  aver  I'ira  J>  prejia  ; 
Anzi,  ogn'or  meglio  oprando,  tener  certo 
Venir  in  breve  al  dejiato  merto. 

28. 

E,  quando  anco  mio  padre  a  lui  ritrofo 
Statofqffe,  io  I'avrei  tanto  pregato, 
Ch'avrei  Vamante  mio  fat  to  miofpofoj 
Pur,  fe  veduto  io  VaveJJi  ojlinato, 
Avreifatto  tal'opra  di  nafcofo, 
Che  di  me  Alcefle  fi  faria  lodato. 
Ma  poi  ch'a  lui  tentar  parve  altro  modo  ; 

10  di  mai  non  Vamar  jiffo  avea  il  chiodo. 

29. 

E,  fe  ben' era  a  hit  v  emit  a,  mojfa 
Da  la  pieta,  ch'al  mio  padre  portava : 
Sia  certo,  che  non  molt  o  frtiir  poj/a 

11  piacer,  ch'al  difpetto  mio  gli  dava  ; 
Ctfera  per  far  di  me  la  terra  rojja, 
Tojio  ch'io  avej/i  a  la  fua  voglia  •prava 
Con  quefta  mia  pcrfonafatisfatto 

Di  quel,  che  tut  to  a  forza  faria  fat  to. 

.3°- 
Riffle  Carole,  cftmili  altre  ufai, 

Poi  che  pot  ere  in  lui  mi  vidi  tanto  s 
E'l  piu  pentito  Io  rendei,  che  mai 
Si  trovaj/e  ne  Veremo  alcun  Santo. 
Mi  cadde  h  piedi,  efupp licommi  ajflai, 
Che  col  coltel,  chejt  leva  da  canto, 
E  volea  in  ogni  v.odo,  cfcio'l  pigliajfi, 
Di  tanto  fallo  ficj  mi  vendirajji. 

31- 

Poi  ch'io  Io  trovo  talc,  to  fo  difcgno 
La  gran  vittoria  injjn'alfin  feguire. 
Gli  do  fperanza  difarlo  anche  degno, 
Che  la  perfona  mia  potra  fndre  ; 
S'cmcndando  il  /?/;  error,  /'antico  rcgno 
A  I  padre  mio  far  a  rejlituire  ; 
E  nel  tempo  a  venir  virra  acquiftarmc 
Scrvendo,  amando,  e  non  mai  piu  per  arn:e. 


26. 

Then  'gainft  his  love  my  curfes  I  exprefs'd, 

And  griev'd  for  this  his  too  great  cruelty, 

That  he  unjnftly  had  my  fire  opprefs'd, 

And  violence  us'd  for  the  obtaining  me  ; 

That  he  with  more  fuccefs  might  have  addrefs'd, 

A  few  days  after  ;  to  hold  fteadily 

Had  he  but  known  the  means  he  did  begin, 

Which  grateful  to  the  King,  and  all,  had  been. 

27- 

And  tho',  at  his  firft  overture,  my  fire 
Did  his  fo  juft  demand  to  him  deny, 
As  he's  by  nature  fomewhat  prone  to  ire, 
Nor  with  the  firft  requeft  does  e'er  comply ; 
From  his  good  fervice  he  ought  not  retire 
For  this,  and  into  wrath  fo  fudden  fly : 
Rather,  ftill  better  acling,  fure  remain, 
His  wifh'd  reward,  in  a  fliort  time,  to  gain. 

28. 

And  if  my  father  ftill  to  him  had  mown 
Averfe,  I  had  not  faiPd,  him  to  intreat, 
That  he  my  lover  would  have  made  my  own ; 
But,  if  I  ftill  had  feen  him  obftinate, 
I  mould,  in  fecret,  this  affair  have  done, 
So  that  Alceftes  me  mould  celebrate ; 
But,  fince  he  other  means  thinks  fit  to  try, 
Ne'er  more  to  love  him,  clench'd  ray  heart  have  I. 

29- 

And  tho',  I'm  to  him  come,  as  me  does  guide 
The  pity,  which  I  to  my  father  bear, 
That  he  flia'nt  long  enjoy,  be  certify'd 
The  pleafure,  he,  in  my  defpite,  would  fhare; 
For  with  my  blood  I'll  caufe  the  land  be  dy'd, 
Soon  as  I've  given  this  his  will  fevere, 
With  this  my  perfon,  fatisfa<ftk>n  -, 
The  which  (hall  with  all  violence  be  done. 

Thefe  words  I  us'd,  and  others  of  fuch  rate, 

Seeing  I  fo  much  pow'r  o'er  him  efpy'd, 

And  him  did  greater  penitent  create, 

Than  holy  hermit  ever  was  defcry'd: 

At  my  feet  falling,  he  did  much  intreat, 

That,  with  his  blade,  which  he  drew  from  his  fide, 

And,  by  all  means,  to  take  it,  me  befought, 

I  would  revenge  me  for  his  grievous  fault. 

31- 

Soon  as  I  find  him  fuch,  I  undertake 
My  conqueft  great  to  th'  end  to  carry  on  : 
I  give  him  hope  himfelf  to  worthy  make, 
That  of  me  he  might  have  pofleflion  ; 
If  he,  by  mending  of  his  late  miftake, 
Reftor'd  my  father  to  his  ancient  throne  : 
And,  for  the  future,  me  he  would  obtain. 
Serving  in  love,  and  ne'er  by  arms  again. 

32. 
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Cos]  far  mi  promife  ;  e  ne  la  Rocca 
Intatta  mi  mando,  come  a  Ini  venni ; 
jVe  di  bacciarmi  pur  s'ardi  la  bocca  ; 
Vedi,  s'alcollo  il  giogo  ben  gli  tcnni, 
Vedi  fe  ben  Amor  per  me  lo  tocca, 
Se  ccnvien,  cbe  per  lul  piujlrali  impenni. 
Al  Re  d*  Armenia  ando^  di  cui  dove  a 
EJJer  per  patio  do,  cbe  fi  prendea. 

E  con  quel  tnigllor  modo,  clfitfar  puote, 
Lo  prfga,  ch'almio  padre  il  Regno  lajffi, 
Delqual  le  terre  ha  depredate,  f  vote, 
Ed  a  goder  I'antica  Armenia  pajfi. 
£>uel  Re  d'ira  infiammando  anile  le  gate, 
DiJJe  ad  AlceJIe,  che  non  vi  penfajfi  j 
Che  non  ft  volea  tor  da  quella  guei  ra 
Fin  che  mio  Padre  avea  palma  di  terra. 

E,  ?  Alee/Is  e  miitato  a  le  parch 
D'una  vilfemminella  ;  abbiafi  il  danno. 
Gia  a  preghi  ejjo  di  lui  perder  non  vuole 

el,  cfr a  fatten  ha  prefo  in  tut  to  un'anno. 

nuovo  Alcejle  il  prega  ;  e  foi  Ji  duole, 
Che  feco  ejjfetto  i  preghi  fuoi  non  f  anno. 
A  I 'ultimo  s'adira,  e  lo  minaccia, 
Cbe  vuol  per'forza,  o  per  amor  lo  faccia. 

Lira  mohiplico  ;;,  cbc  gli  fpinfe 
Da  le  male  parole  a  pe^gior  fatti. 
Alcejle  contra  il  Re  la  Jpadajlrinfe 
Fra  mille,  ch'in  fno  aiuto  s'eran  tratti  } 
E  mal grado  lor  tutti  ivi  feflinfe  \ 
E  quel  di  amor  gli  Armeni  ebbe  disfatti 
Con  taiuto  de'Cilici,  e  de  Tract, 
Che  pagava  egli^  e  d'altri  fuoi  feguaci. 

J6- 

Seguito  lavittoria^  edafuefpefe> 
Senza  difpendio  alcun  del  padre  mio, 
Ne  rende  tut  to  il  Regno  in  men  d'un  mefe. 
Poi  per  ricompenfare  il  danno  rio, 
O'tr'a  le  fpoglie,  che  ne  diede,  prefe 
In  parte,  e  grave  in  parte  di  granfio 
Armenia,  e  Cappcdocia,  che  czn/iria  ; 
E  fcorfe  Ircania  Jin  sit  la  marina . 

In  luogo  di  trionfo  alfuo  ritorno, 
Facemmo  nor  penfur  dargli  la  morte. 
Rejlammo  poi,  per  non  ricever  ftorna  j 
Che  la  veggiam  troppo  d'amici  forte. 
Fingo  d'amarlo  ;  e  piit  di  giorno  in  giorno, 
Gli  do  fperanza  d'fj/crli  conforte. 
Ma  prima  contra  altri  nimici  nojlri 
Dico  voler,  che  fua  virtu  dimoftri. 
VOL.  II. 


32- 

So  promis'd  he  to  do :  as  I  came  there, 
Untouch'd,  me  to  the  caftle,  he  convey'd, 
Nor  to  falute  my  lips  did  even  dare  : 
See  on  his  neck  if  well  the  yoak  I  lay'd, 
See  if  for  me  love's  touches  potent  were, 
If  fuits,  for  him,  more  darts  be  feathered : 
T'Armenia's  King  he  went,  with  whom  'twere  need. 
That,  which  he  undertook,  fhould  be  agreed. 

And  with  moft  fitting  means,  he  could  purfue, 
The  kingdom  to  my  fire  he'd  leave,  did  pray, 
Whofe  land  he  plunder'd  had,  and  ruia'd  too. 
And  pafs  t'  enjoy  his  own  Armenia : 
The  King  his  face  enflam'd  with  ire  did  Ihew, 
Think  not  of  this,  did  to  Alceftes  fay; 
For  that  he  would  not  from  this  war  retire, 
While  he  a  foot  of  land  had  left  my  fire. 

34- 

And  if  Alceft,  by  words,  now  alter'd  fliovrs, 
Of  a  flight  wench,  himfelf  the  lofs  fuftain ; 
But,  for  the  pray'rs  of  him,  he  will  not  lofe. 
What  he,  by  toil,  in  a  whole  year,  did  gain. 
Anew  Alceftes  begs,  and  then  he  woes 
That  his  intreaties  with  him  turn  out  vain  ; 
At  laft  enrag'd,  with  menaces,  does  ftorm, 
That  this,  by  love,  or  force,  he  fhall  perform. 

Their  rage  increas'd,  and  caus'd,  they  onward  flew. 
From  evil  word,  unto  more  evil  deed : 
Alceftes,  'gainft  the  King,  his  weapon  drew, 
'Mongft  thoufands,  who  to  his  afliftance  fpeed, 
And,  fpite  of  all  of  them,  him  there  he  flewr 
And  that  day  made  th'  Armenians  routed  bleed. 
With  the  Cilician's,  and  the  Thracian's  aid, 
And  others,  whom  his  followers  he  paid. 

36. 

The  vicVry  he  purfu'd ;  and,  at  his  coft, 
Without  my  father's  being  at  expence, 
Within  a  month,  reftores  his  kingdom  loft : 
Then  Jiim,  for  th'  damage  fad  to  recompcm  «, 
Befides  the  fpoils  he  gave  him,  he  engrofs'd 
For  him,  and  partly  loads  with  fine  immenic 
Armenia,  Capadoce,  which  dees  confine, 
And  views  Hyrcania  to  the  coaft  marine. 

On  his  returning,  in  his  triumph's  place, 

We  thought  which  way  to  kill  him  might  be  try'd; 

Then  ftopt ;  that  we  might  not  receive  difgrace, 

As  him,  with  friends  too  pow'rful,  we  defcry'd  : 

I  feign  to  love  him ;  and,  for  many  days, 

I  give  him  hope,  that  I  will  be  his  bride; 

But  firft  of  all,  againft  our  other  foes, 

I  faid,  I  will'd,  that  he  his  valour  (hows. 
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38. 

ndo  co) 


38. 


E-)  quando  fol,  quando  con  foca  gente 
Lo  mando  ajirane  imprefe,  e  perigliofe, 
Da  fame  nwrir  mille  agevolmente ; 
Ma  a  lui  fucce/fer  ben  tutte  le  cofe, 
Che  tor  no  con  vzttoria,  e  fu  fovente 
Con  orribil  per J  one ^  e  mojiruoft. 
Con  Giganti  a  battalia,  e  Lejlrigoni, 
Cb'erano  infefii  a  nojlre  regioni. 

39- 

Nonfu  da  Eurtflea  mat,  mnfu  mat  tantt 
Da  la  matrigna  efercitato  Alcide^ 
In  Lerna,  in  Nemea,  in  Tracia^  in  Erimants, 
A  le  valii  d'Etolia,  a  le  Numide, 
Su'lTebro,  sril'lbero,  e  altrove\  quanta 
Csn  pregbi  finti,  e  con  voglie  omicide 
Efercitato  fit  da  me  il  mio  amante ; 
Cercanda  io  pur  di  torlomi  d'avante. 

40. 

A7*  potendo  venire  alprimo  intent '0, 
Vengone  ad  un  di  nan  minore  effetto. 
Gli  fo  quei  tutti  ingiuriar,  ch'io  fento, 
Che  per  luifono^  e  a  tutti  in  odio  il  metta. 
Egli,  che  non  fentiamaggior  contentOy 
Che  d'ubbidirmi)  fenza  alcun  rifpetto 
Le  mani  a  i  c<nni  tniei  fempre  avea  pronte^ 
Ssnza  guardare  un  piii  d'unaliro  infronie. 

41. 

Poi  che  ml  fu  per  quejio  mezzo  avvi/o 
Spento  aver  del  mio  padre  ogni  nimico  j 
E  per  lulftejjo  Alcefie  aver  conquifo^ 
Che  non  fi  avea  per  mi  lafciato  arnica ;. 
^uely  ch'io  gli  avea  con  fimulato  vifo 
Celatofin'allor,  cbiaro  gli  efplico; 
Che  grave,  e  capitate  odio  gli  porto^ 
E  pur  tuttavia  cerco^  che  fia  morto. 

42. 

Conftderando  poi  s'io  is  focejfiy 
Cb'in  publica  ignominia  ne  verrei  ; 
Sapeaji  troppo,  quanta  io  gli  dovejfi^ 
E  crudel  detta  fempre  ne  farei  ; 
Mi  parvefar'aj/ai,  ch'io  gli  togliejjt 
Di  mai  venir  piu  innanzi  a  gli  occhi  miti*. 
Ne  veder^  ne  parlor  mai  piu  gli  volfrt 
JV2  mej/b  udiy  ne  letter  a  ne  tolfi. 

43- 

Quefla  mia  ingratitudine  gli  diede 
Tanto  niartir,   ch'al  Jin  dal  dolor  vinte^. 
E  dopo  un  lungs  dimandar  mercede 
Jnferrno  cadde,  e  ne  rimafe  ejlinto. 
Per  pena<t  cb'al  fa'.lir  mio  ji  rich'tede* 
Or  gli  occbi  bo  lagrimoji,  e  il  vifo  tinto 
Del  negro  fumo  ;  e  cosi  avro  in  eterno  j 
Cb*  nulla  redenzitme  e  ne  I' Inferno. 


And  now  alone,  now  with  fmall  company, 
Him  to  flrange  enterprize  and  dang'rous  fent, 
Which  might  with  eafe  a  thoufand  caufe  to  die  ; 
But  all  to  him  had  fortunate  event ; 
For  ever  he  return 'd  with  victory, 
And  oft  'gainft  monftrous  dreadful  perfons  went, 
To  fight  the  giants,  and  the  Leftrigons, 
Who  were  infeflers  of  our  regions. 

39- 

Ne'er  by  EurLftheus,  ne'er,  at  Inch  a  rate, 
Was,  by  ftep-mother,  exercis'd  Alcide, 
In  Lerna,  Nemea,  Erimanth'  elate, 
Thrace,  or  th'  jEtolian  vales,  or  in  Numide, 
On  Tiber,  Ebro,  or  in  other  ftate, 
As,  with  feign'd  pray'rs,  and  orders  homicide, 
My  lover  was  by  me  to  labours  brought, 
While  I  to  take  him  from  my  prefeuce  fought. 

40. 

T'  arrive  unable  to  my  firfl  intent, 
I  come  to  one  of  more  minute  effecl : 
I  caufe  him  all  his  friends  to  detriment, 
And  'gainft  them  all  his  hatred  I  direct : 
He,  who  could  never  feel  more  full  content. 
Than  in  obeying  me,  did  none  refpecl: ; 
His  hands  ftill  ready  at  my  beck  I  had, 
He  no  regard  to  one  or  other  paid. 

41. 

So  foon  as  I  had,  by  this  method ,,  known, 
Of  all  my  father's  foes  was  made  an  end  ; 
And,  by  himfelf,  Alceftes  was  o'erthrown, 
That,  by  our  means,  h'  'ad  not  one  fmgle  friend  \ 
That  look  diflembled,  I  to  him  put  on, 
Until  this  hour,  I  clear  to  him  explain'd, 
That  him  I  bore  immenfe  and  grievous  hate, 
And  fought  all  ways  how  he  might  meet  his  fate.. 

42. 

Reflecting  after,  if  I  this  fhould  do^ 
I  Ihonld  in  publick  ignominy  fall ; 
Too  well  was  known  how  much  I  him  did  owe, 
And  they,  for  ever,  me  would  cruel  call ; 
It  feem'd  enough,  if  I  caus'd  him  forego 
Coming  before  my  eyes  again  at  all : 
Nor  fee  him  would  I  more,  nor  to  him  fpeak, 
Nor  meflage  hear,  nor  letter  from  him  take. 

43- 

This  my  ingratitude  occalion'd  him 
Such  torture,  that,  at  laft,  opprefs'd  with  woe,. 
And,  after  begging  pity  for  long  time, 
He  fell  in  ficknefs,  and  to  death  did  go. 
For  punifhment,  due  juftly  to  my  crime, 
Now  weeping  eyes  I  have,  face  tinged  fo 
With  this  black  fmoak,  and  fo  ihall  ever  have, 
For  no  redemption's  in  th'  eternal  cave. 

*  44- 


Canto  34* 

Pot  che  nonparla  piu  Lidia  infelice, 
Va  II  Due  a  per  fa per ,  s'frltri  vi  Jlanzi  ; 
Ma  la  caligine  alta,  ch'tra  ultri;e 
De  I'opre  ingrate,  ft  gl'ingrojja  innanzt, 
Ch'andare  un  palmo  fol  piu  tun  gli  /ice ; 
Anzi  a  forza  tornar  gli  conviene  ;  anzi, 
Per  eke  la  vita  nan  gli  ft  a  intercetta 
Dal  fumoy  i  pajfi  accelerar  con  frttta. 

II  mutar  fptfle  de  le  piante  ha  vi/?a 

Di  corfo^  e  nun  di  chi  fajj'eggia,  o  trctta. 

Tanto  Jalendo  in  verfo  Ferta  acquifta, 

Che  vede^  dove  aperta  era  la  grotto ; 

E  I" aria  gia  caliginofa^  e  trijia 

Dal  lume  cominciava  fid  ejjer  rotta. 

A  I  Jin  con  molto  ajfanr.o,  e  grave  ambafcia 

Efce  de  I'antro,  e  dietro  ilfurno  lafcia. 

46. 

E,  perch}  del  tornar  la  via  fta  tronca 
A  quclle  be/lie^  c'han  si  ingorde  Pepe  ; 
Raguna  fajfi^  e  molti  arbor  i  tronca, 
Che  v'eran  qua{  d'amcmo,  e  qual  di  pepe ; 
£",  c ome  puot  dinanzi  ala  fpelonca 
Fabrica  di  jua  man  quafi  una  Jiete  ; 
E  gli  fuc cede  cosi  ten  quell' opra^ 
Che  piu  rArpie  non  torneran  di  fopra. 

11  negro  fumo  de  la  f cur  a  pece, 
Mentre  egli  fu  ne  ia  caver  na  t(tra> 
Non  macchio  fol  quel,  ch'appartSi  ed  infect  ; 
Ma  fotto  i  panni  an.  or  a  entra,  e  penetra 
Si,  che  per  trovare  acqua  andar  lofece  ; 
Cercando  un  pezzs ;  e  alfnfuor  funa  pi 
Vide  una  font  e  ufcir  ne  la  forejta  ; 
Ne  la  qualji  lavo  da  I  pie  a  la  tejta. 

48. 

Poi  monta  ilvolatorc^  e  in  aria  f'a/zt 
Per  giungir  di  quel  monte  in  lu  la  cima  ; 
Che  non  lontan  con  lafuperna  balza 
Dal  cerchio  de  la  Luna  ej/er  Jijiima. 
Tanto  e  il  defir,   che  di  veder  l'incalzat 
Ch'al cielo  ajpira^  e  la  terra  non  ft  i  ma. 
De  faria  piu^   e  piu  fempre  guadagna 
TantOy  ch'al  gicgo  va  de  la  montagna. 

49- 

Zfl/fr,  rubini-,  oro,  topazi^  e  perle, 
E  diamanti^  e  crifoliti,  e  giacinti 
Potriano  i  fiori  ajfimigliar^  che  Per  le 
Liete  piogge  v'avea  I'aura  dipinti. 
Si  iierdi  F eric,  che  potendo  averle 
J^tta  gilt,  neforan gli fmeraldi v'mti ; 
Ne  men  belle  de  gli  arbori  le  frondi^ 
E  difrutti,  <  di  far  fempre  fee  ondi. 
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44- 


Soon  as  th'  unhappy  Lydia  ceas'd  to  fpeak, 
The  Duke,  to  learn  if  here  were  others,  goes ; 
But  the  thick  fmoak,  which  here  did  vengeance  taks 
Of  works  ingrate,  before  him  was  fo  grofs, 
That  he  muft  not  one  foot  more  forward  make, 
Rather,  by  Force,  to  turn,  it  fuiting  (hows, 
Left  that  his  life  fhould  intercepted  be 
•By  th'  finoak,  to  hafte  his  footfteps  fpeedily. 

45- 

By  often  changing  of  his  fteps,  he  hies, 
With  fwifteft  pace,  from  out  this  fmoaky  fpot ; 
So  mounting  up  the  craggy  cliff  does  rife, 
That  now  he  fees  where  open  was  the  grot : 
The  air  now  footy,  hurtful  to  his  eyes, 
By  th'  rays  oflight  was  feparated  got. 
With  heavy  toil  and  much  fatigue,  at  laft 
Goes  out  the  den,  and  from  the  fmoak  he  pufc'J. 

46. 

And  that  he  might,  of  paflage  out,  deprive 
Thefe  beafts,  that  have  fuch  greedy  maws  immenfe, 
He  heap'd  up  ftones,  and  many  trees  did  rive. 
As  fpicy  trees  he  ready  had  from  thence  ; 
And  fo,  before  the  cave,  he  did  contrive 
To  build,  with  his  own  hand,  as  'twere  a  fence  : 
And  this  his  work  turn'd  to  fo  good  account, 
No  more  from  thence  thofe  Harpies  could  remount 

47- 

The  footy  fmoak  from  out  the  pitch  obfcure. 
While  in  the  gloomy  cavern  he  had  ftay'd, 
His  drefs  not  only  ftain'd,  and  made  impure, 
But  pierc'd  his  cloaths,  and  in,  itfelf  conveyrd, 
That  now  it  caus'd  him  water  to  procure : 
Searching  a  while,  at  length  a  rock  furvey'd, 
Whence,  to  the  foreft,  fountain  iflu'd  out, 
In  which  he  wafh'd  himfelf  from  head  to  foot. 

48. 

Mounts  his  wing'd  fteed,  and  makes  in  air  his  flight, 
To  rife  up  to  the  fummit  of  this  mount ; 
That  he  not  far,  by  leap  of  fo  great  height, 
From  circle  of  the  moon  to  be,  does  count : 
So  his  defire  enforc'd  him  for  fuch  fight, 
He  fprings  for  heav'n,  aid  earth  does  mean  account; 
Still  more  and  more  he  gains  upon  the  air, 
'Till  to  the  mountain's  top  he  does  repair. 

49. 

Of  faphir,  ruby,  topaz,  pearl,  and  gold, 
And  diamond,  hyacinth,  and  chryfolite, 
The  flowers  here  the  femblance  did  unfold, 
By  th'  air  depicted  in  thofe  regions  bright : 
Such  verdant  herbage  could  we  here  but  hold, 
With  us  the  em'rald  would  be  vanquifn'd  quite ; 
Nor  is  the  foliage  of  the  trees  lefs  fair, 
Which  fertile  ever  fruit  and  flowers  bear. 

C  c   2  53. 
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Canton  fra  i  ram:  gli  augelletti  vaghi 
Azurrij  e  b  iambi,  e  verdi,  e  roj/i^  e  gialli  } 
Mormoranti  rufcelliy  e  chfti  laghi 
Di  limpidezza  vincono  i  criftalli  : 
Una  dclce  aura,  che  ti  par^  che  vaghi 
A  un  modo  ffmprey  e  dalfuojlil  nonfalli'9 
Facea  si  1'aria  tremolar  d'intorno, 
Che  nen  potea  noiar  color  del  giorno, 

E  quella  a  i  fieri ,  a  i  pomi,  e  a  la  verzura 
Gli  odor  diver fi  depredando  givat 
E  di  tutti  faceva  una  mijlura^ 
Che  difoavitci  Falma  notriva. 
Surgea  un  palazzo  in  mezzo  a 
Ctfaccefo  ejf'er  parea  di  famma  viva. 
Tanto  fplendore  intorno,  e  tanto  lume 
Raggiava  fuor  d'ogni  mortal  cojlume. 

52. 

AJlolfo  ilftto  dejlrier  verfo  U  palagio, 
Che  piu  di  trenta  miglia  intorno  aggira> 
A  paffo  lento  fa  mover  e  ad  agio^ 
E  quinci,  e  quindi  il  bel  paefe  ammira  ; 
E  giudica,  appo  quel^  brut  to,  e  malvagioy 
E  che  fia  al  cielo,  e  a  la.  Natura  in  ira 
Sfuejlot  ch'abitiam  noi,  fetido  inondo  j 
tanto  e  foave  quel,  chiaro^  e  giocondo. 

Come  egli  e  prtjfi  al  lumiKofo  tetto, 
Attonito  riman  di  maraviglia  ; 
Che  tutto  d'una  gemma  e  il  muro  fchiettt 
P/M,  cbe  carbonchiO)  lucida^  e  vcrmiglia* 
Ojlupenda  opra>  O  Dedalo  arckitetto ; 
Qualfabrica  tra  not  le  rajjimiglia  ? 
Taccia  qualunque  le  mirabil  fette 
Moli  del  mondo  in  tanta  gloria  mette. 

54- 

Nil  lucente  vejiibule  di  quella 
Felice  cafa,  un  vecchio  al  Duca  occorrt^ 
Cbe' I  manto  ha  rojjo^  e  bianca  la  gonnelli, 
Che  Tun  puo  al  latte,  e  faltro  ql  minio  oppcrre, 
J  crini  ha  bianchi,  e  bianca  la  ma  f  cell  a. 
Difolta  barbay  ch'al  petto  difcorre  j 
Ed  e  $i  venerabile  net  vifo* 
Cb'un  de  gli  eletti  par  del  Paradifo^ 

Cojfui  con  lieta  faccia  al  Paladino 
Che  riverente  era  d'arcion  dif:efot 
JDiJ/e:  O  Baron,  cbe  per  veler  divino 
Sei  nelterrejire  Paradife  afcefc^ 
Come  che  ne  la  caufa  del  cammino, 
Ne  U  ft.'i  Jet  tuo  defir  da  te  fia  intefo  ;. 
Pur  credty  cbe  nonfinza  alto  mijitno 
Venuio  Jei  da  £  Artito  emifperia. 


50. 

Amid  the  boughs  the  birds  delicious  fing, 
Yellow,  and  red,  and  green,  and  blue,  and  white  ; 
The  glofly  lakes,  and  riv'lets  murmuring, 
In  luftre  overcome  the  chryflal  bright: 
A  fragrant  breeze,  that  feems,  with  fportive  wing,. 
To  give,  in  never-ceafing  wave,  delight, 
Made  the  air  trexn'lous  verberate  around, 
From  heat  of  day  could  no  annoy  be  found  : 

51- 

And  this,  from  flow'r,  and  fruit,  and  verdant  blade, 
The  divers  odours  depredating,  went, 
And,  from  the  whole,  fo  rich  a  mixture  made, 
As  gave  the  foul,  with  fweetnefs,  nourishment : 
Amid  the  plain,  a  palace  rear'd  it's  head, 
Which  light  of  living  flame  did  reprefent : 
So  vaft  a  fplendor  round,  fo  vaft  a  blaze 
Glitter'd,  exceeding  far  all  mortal  ways. 

52- 

Aftolfo,  tow'rds  the  palace,  now  his  fteed, 
(Of  more  than  thirty  miles  circumference) 
With  gentle  fleps  and  foftly,  caus'd  proceed  : 
This  fide,  and  that,  admires  the  plan  immenfe  ; 
The  foul  and  Shocking  place  coniidered, 
And  judg'd  this  heav'n  ;  and  nature,  in  offence, 
Had  caus'd  us  in  our  ftinking  world  to  dwell, 
So  bright,  fo  pieafmg  this,  fo  fweet  of  ftnelL 

The  building  luminous,  as  he's  more  near, 
He,  "with  aftonifliment,  ftands  to  admire  ; 
The  polilh'd  walls  did  of  one  gem,  appear,. 
More  red,  more  lucid,  than  carbuncle's  fire. 
Stupendous  work !   Dedalian  ftruftr.rer, 
With  us,  what  fabrick  can  to  this  afpire  ? 
Peace,  ye,  the  feven  wond'rous  piles  fo  valr, 
Who,  of  our  world,  have  in  fuch  glory  plac'd. 

54- 

At  ihining  entrance  of  this  manfion 
So  bleft,  to  meet  the  Duke,  an  old  man  goes,. 
Who  wore  a  mantle  red,  and  a  white  gown, 
This  might  the  milk,  vermilion  that,  oppofe  ; 
Hair  he  had  white,  and  white  his  cheeks  were  {howrc 
With  the  thick  beard,  which  to  his  bofom  flows  : 
And  he  fo  venerable  was  in  look, 
For  an  elect  of  Paradife  he  might  be  took^ 

With  chearful  face,  he,  to  the  Paladin, 
Who  from  his  faddle  rev'rent  did  defcend,. 
Said,  Baron,  who,  by  ordinance  divine, 
To  this  terreftrial  Paradife  afcend, 
As  neither  caufe  of  journey  this  of  thine 
To  you  is  known,  nor  of  your  wifh  the  end  ;• 
Believe  not,  yet,  that  you  arriv'd  are  here, 
Without  high  myftery,  from  th' Artie  hemifphere. 

56. 
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Per  imparar,  come  foccorrer  del 
Carlo,  e  la  fanta  ft  tor  di  peri  gli o 
Vtnuto  meco  a  configliarti  jei^ 
Per  csit  lunga  via  fenza  conjigl:o. 
2^  a  tuo  faper,  ne  a  tua  vli  tu  vo 
Ch'ejfer  qtii  giunto  attribuijfi^  Q  figlio  \ 
Che  tie  il  tuo  corns,  ne  il  cavallo  a/aio 
Ti  valea,  fe  da  Dio  non  t*tra  dots. 

57- 

Ragionerem  piu  adagio  injieme  POT, 
£  ti  diro  come  a  procedere  hoi  : 
Ma  pritna  vienti  a  ricrear  con  na\ 
Chc'ldigiun  lungo  de^noiarti  omul. 
Continuando  il  veccbio  I  dettl  fuoi 
Fece  mar  avi gli  are  il  Duca  ajjai, 
£>itand>)  foprendo  il  name  fuo,  gli  dijje 
EJfir  colui,  che  rEvangelio  Jcriffe. 

58. 

£htel  tanto  al  Redentore  iaro  Giovanni , 
Per  cui  il  fermone  tra  i  f rat  el  II  u/cio, 
Che  ncn  dovea  per  morte  finir  gli  anni  ; 
Si  che  fu  caufa,  che'l  Figliuol  a'i  Dio 
A  Pietro  dijfe  :  Perche  pur  t'affanni^ 
S'io  vo\  che  cost  afpetti  il  venir  mio-? 
Benche  non  dijfe  :  Egli  non  de  mar ire  j 
Si  vede  pur,  che  ccsi  volfe  dire. 

59; 

Quivi  fu  ajjunto,  e  trovo  compagnia^ 
Che  prirna  Enoch,  UPatriarca  v'erc^, 
Eravi  infieme  i  I  gran  Prof  eta  Elia, 
Che  non  ban  vijlo  ancor  f  ultima  fera  ; 
E  fuor  de  I' aria  peJiUente^  e  ria 
Si  godtran  fe'.erna  primavera 
^Fin^   eke  dtan  fegno  I'  Angeli.be  tube* 
Che  tttrni  Criflo  in  su  la  bianco  nuie. 

60. 

Con  accoglienza  grata  il  c  avail  era 
Fu  dai  Santi  alioggiata  in  una  ftanza  -r 
FupiQiiijlo  in  un'altra  al  fuo  dejlr'uro 
Di  buona  biada,   che  gl:  fu  a  bafanza^ 
Dc'frutti  a  lui  del  lja>  adifo  diero 
Di  taljapor,  cb'a  fuo  giudiciot  fanza 
Scufa  non  fono  i  dus  pnmi  parentij 
Se  per  quei  fur  si  poco  ubblduntl. 

61. 

Pol  ch^ii  natura  il  Duca  awtnturofo- 
Satis fece  di  quel,  cbe  Je  1-;  dibbet 
Come  col  cibiy  cost  col  ripofo  ; 
Che  iutti^  e  tuttl  i  commodi  quivi  ebbe  ; 
Lafclando  gia  I'  Aurora  il  vec chio  Jpofo, 
Ch' ancor  per  lunga  eta  mat  non  gfincrebbe  > 
Si  vide  incontra  ne  I'ufcir  del  letto 
Dio  tanto  dilttio  t 


To  learn  what  way  you  fhould  afliftance  lend 
To  Charles,  and  th'  holy  faith  from  danger  free, 
With  me  to  counfel  take,  you  hither  tend, 
By  way  fo  long,  without  auxiliary  ; 
I  will,  my  fon,  that  hither  you  afcend, 
Be  n't  to  your  flcill  afcrib'd,  or  bravery  ; 
For,  nor  your  horn,  nor  yet  your  winged  fteed, 
Avails,  but  that  to  you  God  gave  good  fpeed. 

57- 

Anon,  at  leifure,  we'll  deliberate, 
And  I'll  inform  you  how  you  muft  proceed ; 
But  firft  with  us  yourfelf  come  recreate  ; 
For  now  muft  hurt  you  your  long  want  to  feed. 
His  fpeech  as  the  old  man  did  ftill  repeat, 
He  caus'd  the  Duke  be  much  aftonifhed, 
When  now  to  him  his  name  he  did  unfold, 
And  that  he  writer  was  o'th'  Gofpel,  told. 

58, 

That  John,  to  our  Redeemer  once  fo  dear, 
Of  whom  rofe,  'mongft  the  brethren,  the  debate, 
That  he  by  death  fliould  never  end  his  year, 
Which  was  the  caufe,  th'  Almighty's  offspring  great 
To  Peter  faid,  Why  do  ye  griev'd  appear  ? 
If  I  will  fo,  my  coming  he  mould  wait  ? 
Altho'  he  faid  not,  he  mould  never  die, 
Yet,  that  he  meant  fo,  did  his  fpeech  imply. 

59- 

Here  was  he  brought,  and  company  did  meet, 
For  here  arriv'd  the  Patriarch  Enoch  was, 
Elias  with  him  was,  the  prophet  great, 
Who  neither  yet  have  feen  their  final  days, 
And,  from  foul  noifome  air,  in  fafe  retreat, 
Shall  enjoy  fpring  eternal  in  this  place, 
Till  the  angelic  tubes  the  fignal  give, 
And  Chrift  on  radiant  clouds  again  arrive. 

60. 

With  a  reception  kind,  the  cavalier, 
By  th'  holy  men  was  lodg'd  in  apartment  : 
Provifion  for  his  horfe  was  made  elfewhere, 
With  fpecial  corn,  which  was  to  his  content : 
To  him  the  fruits  of  Paradife  they  bear, 
Of  flavour  fuch,  in  his  arbitrement, 
To  our  firft  parents  'twould  excufe  difpenfe 
For  them,  they  fhew'd  fo  fmall  obedience. 

61. 

To  nature  when  the  Duke  adventurous 
Had  fatisfy'd,  with  \vhat  fhe  did  requeft, 
As  well  with  nutriment,  as  with  repofe, 
As  all  things  here  commodious  he  poficfs'd  ; 
Aurora  leaving  now  her  autient  fpoufe, 
Who  even  by  old  age  was  ne'er  diiirefs'd, 
To  meet  him  carne,  juft  from  his  bed  remov'd, 
The  good  difciple  fo  by  God  bclov'd. 

62, 
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62. 

Che  lo  prefe  per  wano,  e  fecoforfe 
Di  tnolte  cofe  di  Jilenzio  degne  ; 
Epoidilf'e:  Figliuol,  tu  non  fai  fotfe, 
Che  in  Francia  accada,  ancor  che  tu  ne  vegne. 
Sappi,  che' I  vojlro  Orlando,  perche  torfe 
Dal  carnmin  dritto  le  commejje  infegne  ; 
E  punito  da  Dio  ;  che  piu  s'accende 
Contra  chi  egli  ama  piu,  quando  s'offende. 

63. 

//  vojlro  Orlando,  a  cut  nafcendo  diede 
Somma  pojjanza  Dio  con  jommo  ardire  5 
£  fuor  dej'uman  ufo  gli  concede , 
Che  f err  o  alcun  non  lo  puo  mai  fenre  j 
Perche  a  difefa  di  fua  font  a  fede 
Cost  valuta  I' ha  co/iituire, 
Come  Sanfone  in  contra  a'Filt/lei 
Cojlitui  a  difefa  de  gli  Ebrei. 

64. 

Renduto  ha  il  vojlro  Orlando  alfuo  Signore 
Di  tanti  benejici  iniquo  merto  ; 
Che  quanta  aver  piu  lo  dovea  in  favor  e, 
N'ejiato  il  fedel  popol  piu  deferto. 
Si  accecato  I'avea  Fince/lo  amore 
D'una  Pagana,  ch'avea  gia  fofferto 
Due  volte,  e  piu  venire  empio,  e  crudele 
Per  dar  la  morte  alfuo  cuginfedele. 

65- 

£  Dio  per  que/lo  fa,  ch'egli  va  folle, 

E  mojlra  nudo  il  venire^  il  petto^  e  iljianco  ; 

E  rintelletto  si  gli  offufca,  e  tol/e, 

Che  non  pub  altrui  conofcere,  e  fe  mancq. 

A  quejla  guifa  ft  legge,  che  voile 

Nabuccodonofor  Dio  punir'anco, 

Che  fette  anni  ilmando  di  furor  pieno 

Si,  che  qual  but,  pafceva  I'er^a,  e  ilfeno. 

66. 

Ma  per  che  ajjai  minor  del  Paladino, 
Che  di  N^bucco,  ejtato  pur  I'ecceJJb  j 
Sol  di  tre  meji  dal  voler  divi no 
J  pur  gar  quejlo  error  termine  e  mejjo. 
Ne  ad  altro  ejfetto  per  tanto  cammino 
Salir  qua  su  t'ha  il  Redentor  concejjo, 
Se  non,  perebe  da  noi  modo  tu  apprendat 
Come  ad  Orlando  il  fuofennoft  renda. 

67. 

Gli  e  ver,  che  ti  bifogna  altro  viaggio 
Far  meco,  e  tutta  abbandonar  la  terra. 
JVel  cerchio  de  la  Luna  a  menar  t'aggio, 
Che  de  i  pianeti  a  noi  piu  profjirna  erra  : 
Perche  la  msdicina,  che  puo  faggio 
Render  Or!an<k,  la  dentro  ft  ferra. 
Come  la  Luna  quejla  notte  fta 
Sepia  noi giunta,  ci  porremo  in  via* 


62. 


Who  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  did  him  ftiow 

A  many  things,  fit  to  pafs  filent  by, 

And  to  him  faid,  Perhaps,  fon,  you  don't  know 

What  has  fell  out  in  France,  tho'  thence  you  hie  : 

Know,  your  Orland,  who  from  right  way  did  go, 

With  th'  enfigns  t.  ufted  to  his  bravery, 

By  God  is  punifli'd,  who  moft  ire  extends 

To  him,  whom  mod  he  loves,  when  he  offends. 

63. 

This  your  Orland,  on  whom,  at  birth,  beftow'd 
God  highefl  puiflance,  courage  mofl  profound, 
And,  out  of  human  ufage,  had  allow'd, 
No  fleel  fhould  e'er  have  power,  him  to  wound. 
That  of  his  holy  faith  defender  good, 
He  will'd  him  thus  be  conftituted  found  : 
The  PhilifHnes,  as  Samfon,  to-oppofe, 
He  of  the  Hebrews  the  defender  chofe. 

64. 

This  your  Orlando  to  his  Lord  has  paid 
Unjuft  return,  for  fo  great  benefit, 
Who  more  he  ow'd  for  favours  on  him  laid, 
The  more  he  did  his  faithful  people  quit ; 
So  blindly  him  incefluous  love  betray'd, 
For  a  fair  Pagan,  it  did  him  admit 
Two  or  three  times  to  cruel  turn  and  vile, 
His  faithful  kinfman  in  attempt  to  kill. 

65. 

And  God,  for  this,  lets  run  diftracl:  his  mind, 
And  flanks,  and  breaft,  and  belly,  naked  (how, 
And  ta'en  away  his  fenfe,  now  render'd  blind, 
None  others  he,  and  lefs  himfelf,  can  know : 
This  way,  we  in  the  facred  fcripture  find, 
Nebuchadonazer  God  punifh'd  too, 
With  fury  fill'd,  him  fev'n  years  fent  away, 
Like  to  the  ox,  to  feed  on  grafs  and  hay. 

66. 

But  fince  much  fmaller  of  the  Paladin, 
Than  of  Nebucha,  has  been  the  excefs, 
Only  three  months,  by  ordinance  divine, 
To  purge  this  error,  is  the  term  exprefs : 
Nor,  fo  great  way,  for  any  elfe  defign, 
Did  the  Redeemer  grant,  you  here  Ihould  prefs, 
But  that  from  me  you  might  the  method  learn, 
How  to  Orland  his  fenfe  you  may  return. 

67. 

True  'tis,  another  journey  you  mufl:  need 
Make  with  me,  and  abandon  quite  this  ground  : 
To  the  moon's  circle  I  have  you  to  lead, 
Which,  of  the  planets,  next  us  wanders  round  ; 
For  that  the  med'cin's  there  deposited, 
With  which  Orlando  you  can  render  found  : 
As  the  moon  will  arrive  this  very  night 
Over  our  heads,  we'll  fet  ourfelves  for  flight. 


68, 
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68. 


Di  que/1o.,  e  £  altre  cofe  fu  diffufo 
11  parlar  de  F  Ap^Jiilo  quel  giorno  ; 
Ma  poi  che'l  Sol  s'ebte  nel  mar  rinchiufo^ 
E  Copra  lor  leva  la  Luna  il  cor  no  ; 
Un  carro  apparecchiojji,  cVera  ad  ufo 
D'andar  fcorrendo  per  quel  cieli  interns, 
Quel  gia  ne  le  montagnt  di  Giudea 
Damortali  occhi  Elia  levato  avca. 


. 
e/lrier,  via  piu  eke  fiamma  roj/i 

A\  giogo  il  fonts  Evangelijia  aggiunft\ 

Et  poi  ibc  con  Ajfalfo  rajj~ettojji^ 

E  prefe  il  freno  ;  in  vtrfo  il  del  It  punfe. 

Rolando  il  carro  per  I'  aria  levtjji-, 

E  to/to  in  mezzo  il  fo:o  eterno  giutife  : 

Che"  I  vecchio  fe  miracolofamente^ 

Che  mentre  lo  pa/for,  non  fojfe  ardente. 

70. 

Tutta  la  sfera  varcano  del  foco  ; 
Ed  indi  nan  no  al  regno  de  la  Luna. 
Veggon  per  la  piu  parte  effer  quel  loco, 
Come  un'acciar^  che  non  ha  macchia  aUuna, 
E  lo  trovano  uguale^  o  minor  poco 
Di  ao,  cb'in  quejlo  globo  fi  raguna  ; 
In  quejlo  ultimo  globo  de  la  terra 
Alettendo  il  mary  che  la  circonda^  e  ferra, 

71- 

j&tttVf  ebbe  djiolfo  doppia  maraviglia, 
Che  quel  paefe  apprfffo  era  si  *>  ande  ; 
//  quale  a  un  picciol  tondo  rojjimiglia 
A  »0/,  c  he  lo  miriam  da  quejte  bande  j 
EI  ch'aguzzar  conviengli  ambe  le  ciglia^ 
S'indi  la  terra,  e'lmar^  ch'intorno  jpande^ 
Dif^erner  vuol,  che  non  avend1)  luce 
L'imagin  hr  poco  alta  fi  conduce. 

72. 

A'.tri  fiumi)  ahri  lagbi^  altre  campagne 
Sono  ia  .»w,  che  non  Jon  qui  tra  noi  ; 
Altri  piani,  altre  valli,  altre  m  onto  gne  : 
C'han  le  cittadi^  hanno  t  cajhlli  fuoi, 
Con  cafe^  de  le  quai  mai  le  piu  magne 
Non  vide  il  Paladin  prima,  ne  poi, 
E  vifom  ampie,  e  folitarie  felve^ 
Ove  If  Ntnfe  ogn  or  cacciano  belve. 

Nonjiette  il  Duca  a  ricercare  il  tuttc, 

Che  la  run  era  afcefo  a  quello  effetto  ; 

Da  F  Apoftolo  faxto-fu  condutto 

In  un  vali&>i  jta  due  montagne.Jiretto  ; 

Ove  mirabllmsnte  era  ridutto 

do,  che  fi  perde,  a  per  noflro  difitto^ 

O  per  colpa  di  tempo,  o  di  For  tuna  : 

Ciot  ckejiperdequi)  la  Ji  raguna. 


68. 

Of  this,  and  other  matters,  was  diffufe 
The  fpeech  of  the  Apolile,  that  whole  day  ; 
But  when  the  fun  was  in  the  fea  reclufe, 
And  the  moon  o'er  them  did  her  horn  difplay, 
A  chariot  he  prepar'd,  which  he  did  ufe, 
To  wander  thorough  the  celeflial  way  : 
This,  whilom,  from  Judea's  mountain's  height, 
Had  borne  Elias  off  from  mortal  fight. 

69. 

Four  horfes,  far  than  flame  itfelf  more  red, 
Th'  holy  Evangelift  harnefs'd  and  rein'd, 
And  with  Aftolf,  i'th'  feat  when  fleadied, 
The  reins  he  took,  and  them  tow'rds  heaven  ftrain'd : 
Wheeling  along  the  air  the  chariot  fled, 
And  foon  midway  the  fire  eternal  gain'd, 
Which  the  old  Saint  caus'd,  by  mirac'lous  turn, 
That,  as  they  pafs'd  along,  it  did  not  burn, 

70. 

The  fphere  of  fire  (till  mounting,  on  they  pafs, 
And  thence  they  go  to  th'  region  of  the  moon  ; 
Thro'  moft  parts  they  perceive  to  be  this  place 
Like  unto  fleel,  which  blemifli  has  not  one, 
And  find  the  fize,  or  little  lefs,  it  was 
Of  what's  contain'd  in  this  globe  of  our  own  ; 
In  this  laft  globe  of  earth,  if  there  we  put 
The  fea,  which,  fo  furrounding  it,  does  {hut. 

Here  had  Aftolf  double  aftonifhment, 
That,  near,  this  country  fliould  be  fo  immenfe, 
Which  form  of  trencher  fmall  does  reprefent 
To  us,  who  fee  it  in  thefe  parts  from  hence  : 
And  that  he  muft  obferve  with  eyes  intent, 
If  earth  and  fea  furrounding  it,  from  thence 
He  would  difcern,  which  rendering  no  light, 
The  image  is  conducted  but  fmall  height. 

72. 

Quite  other  rivers,  lakes,  champain  country", 
Are  there  above,  than  what  here  with  us  are  ; 
Quite  other  plains  and  vallies,  mountains  high, 
Which  cities  have,  and  their  own  caftles  fair, 
With  houfes  of  fuch  vaft  immenlity, 
To  th'  knight  before  or  fmce  none  did  appear,- 
And  many'  an  ample  folitary  wood, 
Where  the  nymphs  daily  the  wild  beafts  purfu'd. 

The  Duke  the  whole  t'  obferve  ne'er  tarried  ; 
For  not  to  that  effect  he  thither  roie  : 
By  the  Apoftle  holy  he  was  led 
Into  a  vale  ;  two  mountains  this  enclbfe  ; 
Where,  in  guife  wonderful,  is  carried, 
What  either  by  our  own  defect  we  lofe, 
Or  elfe  by  time  or  fortune's  ftrokes  of  fpite  : 
That,  which  below  is  k>A,  docs  there-  unite. 
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74- 


Nan  pur  di  regni,  o  di  riccbtzze 
In  the  la  rota  injfabile  lavora  ; 
Ma  di  queli  fk'in  Poter  di  tor,  di  darlo 
Non  ha  For tuna ,  intender  voglio  aticora. 
Malta  fama  I  la  si/,  che,  come  tarlo, 
II  Tempo  a  lungo  andar  qua  giu  divora. 
La  su  injiniti  preghi,  e  voti  Jtanno, 
Che  da  noipeccatori  a  Dio  fifanno. 

Le  lagritne,  e  fofpiri  de  gli  amant\  ; 
L'inutil  tempo ,  cbe  ft  perde  a  gioco  ; 
£  I'oziv  lunga  d'uomini  igwanti  ; 
Vani  difegni,  che  non  ban  mai  loco', 
1  vani  dejideri  fono  tanti, 
Cbe  la  piu  pane  ingombran  di  quel  loco. 
Cio,  cbe  in  foinma  qua  giu.  per  deft  i  mait 
La  sit  falendo  ritrovar  potrai. 

76. 

PaJJando  il  Paladin  per  quelle  bicbe, 
Or  di  queflo,  or  di  quel  chiede  a  la  guida* 
Vide  un  monte  di  tumide  vejicbc, 
Che  dentro  parea  aver  tumulti,  e  grida  ; 
E  feppe,  ch'eran  le  cor  one  anticbe 
E  de  gli  djjiri,  e  de  la  terra  Lida, 
EdePerJi,  e  de'Greci,  cbe  gia  furo 
Incliti,  ed  or  n'e  quaft  il  nome  of  euro. 

Ami  d'oro,  e  tfargenta  apprejjo  vede 
In  una  majjj'a  j  ch'erano  quei  doni, 
C he  fe  fan  con  fperanza  di  mercede 
A  i  Re,  a  gli  avari  Principi^  a  i  patroni. 
Vede  in  ghirlande  afcofj  lacci ;  e  chiede^ 
Et  cdet  che  fen  tutte  adulazioni. 
Di  cicale  fcoppiate  imagine  banno 
Verfi)  ch'in  Lode  de  i  Signorjifanno* 

*  o 

Di  nodi  d'oro,  e  di  gemniati  ceppi 
Vede,  c'hanfirma  i  mal  fpguiti  amori. 
Veran  d'aquile  artigli  ;  e  che  fur,  feppi* 
Le  outer ita,  ct/a  i  fuoi  danno  i  Signori. 
I  mantici)  ch'intorno  ban  pieni  i  greppi^ 
Son  i  fumi  de  i  Principi,  e  i  favor  i, 
Che  danno  un  tempo  a  i  Ganimedi  fuoi> 
Che  fe  ne  van  coljior  de  gli  anni  poi. 

.  79- 

Ruine  di  cittadi,  e  di  cajiclla 
Stavan  con  gran  tcfer  quivi  fozzopra : 
Domanda,  e  fa,  che  f on  trattcti,  e  quells 
Congiura,  che  si  mal  par,  che  fi  copra  : 
Vide  ferpi  con  face: a  dl  donzella, 
Di  motutitri,  e  di  ladroni  fopra  : 
Poi  vide  bocce  rotte  di  piu  forti, 
Ctfera  il  fervir  de  le  mifere  corti.. 


Of  wealth  and  kingdoms  only,  I  don't  fpeak. 
Which  flie,  with  wheel  unftable,  works  upon  ; 
But  that  which  in  its  power  to  give  and  take 
Fortune  has  not,  I'd  alfo  mention  : 
Much  fame  there  is,  which,  as  the  reptile  weak, 
Time  here  below  devours,  in  the  long  run  : 
There  vows  and  prayers  infinite  are  laid, 
Which,  by  us  Tinners,  unto  God  are  made. 

75- 

The  tears  of  lovers,  and  their  woeful  fighs, 
The  ufelefs  tune  away  at  play  is  thrown, 
The  tedious  idlenefs  of  men  unwife, 
Projects  abfurd,  without  foundation, 
The  vain  defires  to  fuch  a  number  rife, 
Of  this  place  greateft  part  they  over-run  : 
So  that,  in  fine,  what  lofs  you  e'er  fnfta'n'd, 
By  mounting  hither,  may  once  more  be  gain'd. 

76. 

As  thro'  thefe  heaps  the  Paladin  went  on, 
Of  this  and  that,  his  guide  he  did  demand  : 
He  lees  a  mountain  vail  of  bladders  blown, 
Which  in  them  feem'd  t'have  noife  and  tumult  grand, 
And  learn'd,  that  in  them  was  each  ancient  crown 
Of  the  Aflyrians,  and  of  Lydia's  land, 
Of  Perfians,  Greeks,  who  once  were  fo  renown'd, 
And  now  their  names  obfcure  are  fcarcely  found. 

77- 

Of  gold  and  filver,  hooks  were  feen  hard  by, 
In  a  great  mafs,  and  thefe  the  prefents  were, 
Which,  with  full  hope  of  a  gratuity, 
To  niggard  King,  Prince,  Patron,  given  are. 
In  garlands,  hidden  fnares  he  did  efpy, 
And  afks,  and  hears,  'tis  flatteries  lay  there  : 
Of  burften  grafs-hoppers  the  image,   had 
Verfes,  in  praife  of  lofty  nobles  made. 

78. 

Some  knots  of  gold,  and  fetters  join'd  thereto, 
He  fees ;  loves  ill  purfu'd  thefe  figures  were  : 
There  eagle's  claws  were  feen,  and  this  he  knew, 
Pow'r.  Sovereigns  on  miniflers  transfer. 
Several  bellows  fcatter'd  are,  which  (hew 
The  fmoke  and  favours  Princes  do  confer 
Upon  their  Ganimedes,  for  certain  time, 
Which,  after,  vanilh  with  their  youthful  prime. 

79- 

Ruins  of  cities,  and  of  caftles  rare, 
With  treafures  vaft,  there  topfy-turvy  laid  ; 
He  alks,  and  is  inform'd,  thofe  treaties  are, 
And  thefe,  to  cover  what  feems  ill,  give  aid. 
Serpents  he  fees,  with  face  of  damfel  fair, 
This  is  the  thief's  and  money-coiner's  t: 
Then  he  fees  bottles  broke  of  many'  a  forts 
This  the  reward  was  of  the  wretch  at  c, 
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80. 


So 


Di  verfate  mine/Ire  una  gran  majja 
Vede,  e  domanda  alfuo  Dottor^  cb' 'import*. 
L  'elemojina  £,  dice,  che  fi  lajfa 
Alcun^  che  fatta  fta  dopo  la  morte. 
Di  vari  fieri  ad  un  gran  monte  pajfa, 
Ch'ebbe  gia  buono  odore^  or  puzza  forte. 
Quejlo  era  il  dono  (fe  perl  dir  lece) 
Che  Co/fan ti no  al  buon  Silvejlro  fecc. 

81. 

Vide  gran  copia  dl  panie  con  vifco, 
Ch'erano9  O  Donne >  le  bellezze  voftre. 
Lungo  fara,  fe  tutte  in  verfo  ordlfco 
JLe  cofe,  che  gli  fur  qulvi  dimojlre  ; 
Che  dopo  mille,  e  mille  io  non  finifco  : 
E  vi  fon  tutte  Foccorrenze  nojire. 
Sol  la  Pazzia  non  v'e  poco,  ne  aj/ai  j 
Chejia  qua  giut  ne  fe  ne  parte  mai. 

82. 

£>ulvl  ad  alcunl  giorni,  e  fatti  /«/, 
Ch'egli  gia  avea  perduti-,  fi  con-verfe ; 
Che  fe  non  era  interprets  con  lui, 
Non  difcernea  le  forme  hr  diver  fe. 
Poi  giunfe  a  quel,  che  par  si  averlo  a  nuit 
Che  mai  per  ejfo  a  Div  vcti  non  f erf e^ 
Jo  duo  il  Senna  ;  e  n'era  quivi  un  monte  : 
Solo  ajjai  piii)  che  raltre  cafe  conte. 

83; 

£"r<7,  come  un  liquor  fottile^  e  molle9 

Atto  a  efalary  (e  non  fi  tien  ben  chiufo  ; 
E  fi  vedea  raccolto  in  varie  ampelle, 
Qual  pJU)  qual  men  capace^  atte  a  quell' ufo. 
^uella  e  maggior  di  tutte,  in  che  del  folle 
Signer  d' Anglante  era  il  gran  fenno  infufo  ; 
E  fu  da  raltre  ctnofciuta,  quango 
Avea  fcritto  di  fuor  :  Senno  a" Orlando. 

84. 

E  cost  tutte  Fa'ltre  avean  fcritto  anco 
II  name  di  color,  di  chifu  il Jenno. 
Del  fuoi  gran  parte  vide  il  Duca  franco  : 
Ma  molto  piit  maravigliar  lo  fenno 
Molti,  ch'egli  credea^  che  dramma  manco 
Non  dovejfero  averne  ;  e  quivi  denno 
Chiara  notizia,  che  ne  tenean  poco, 
Che  molta  <juantita  n'era  in  quel  loco. 

85. 

Altrl  In  amar  loperde^  altrl  in  onori  ; 
Altrl  in  cercar,  fcorrendo  il  mar^  ricchfzz 
Altri  ne  le  fperanze  de'Signori ; 
Altrl  dletro  a  le  magichefciccchczze\ 
Altri  in  gemme,  altri  In  opre  dl  pittcri, 
Ed  altrl  in  altro,  che  piii  d'altro  apprczze. 
Dl  Sofifl'i,  e  d1  Ajirologi  raccoha, 
E  di  Poeti  ancor  ve  n'era  molts. 
VOL.  II. 


Of  porridge  fpilt  a  hugeous  heap  perceive?, 

And  of  his  teacher  does  th'  import  enqi •"• 

This  is  the  charity,  which  fome  oi 

He  fays,  to  be  perform'd  when  he  expire. 

To  a  great  mount  of  various  flow'rs  arrives, 

Which  once  finch  well,  now  thence  does  (tench  per- 

This  is  the  prefent,  with  leave  be  it  faid,       [fpire  : 

Which  Confhntine  to  good  Silvefter  maac. 

81; 

He  fees  of  glue  and  birdlime  plenty  gi-eat ; 
Thefe  were  your  num'rous  charms,  O  Ladies  fair. 
'Twould  tedious  be  of  all  thofe  things  to  treat, 
In  verfe,   that  to  him  were  difcover'd  there  : 
For  I  with  thoufands  fhould  not  all  complear, 
And  there  our  own  occurrences  all  are  : 
Of  folly  there's  no  part,  or  great  or  fmall, 
For  that  flays 'here  below,  nor  hence  recedes  at  all. 

82. 

There;  to  fome  days,  and  many  an  action, 
Which  formerly  h'ad  loft  himfelf,  he  went  ; 
Which,  if  not  to  him  by 's  explainer  fhown, 
Difcern'd  he  had  not  their  forms  different : 
Then  came  to  that,  which  feems  fo  much  our  own, 
That  pray'rs  to  God  for  that  are  never  fent ; 
Wifdom  I  mean,  which  there  was,  in  great  mount, 
Alone  far  greater  than  all  elfe  I  now  recount. 

83- 

'Twas,  like  a  liquor,  fiibtil  and  refin'd. 
Apt  to  exhale,  if  not  kept  well  inclufe  ; 
In  various  vafe  did  this  collefted  find, 
Some  more,  fome  lefs  capacious,  fit  for  th'  ufe  i 
That  biggeft  was  of  all,  where  void  of  mind, 
Of  Anglant's  Lord  was  the  vaft  fenfe  recluie  : 
And  from  the  reft  fhow'd  clear  its  difference, 
As  wrote  on  the  outfide,  Orlando's  Senfe. 

84. 

And  fo  were  all  the  reft  infcribed  fliown. 
With  names  of  thofe,  whofe  fenfe  they  did  contain  t 
The  gallant  Duke  faw  great  part  of  his  own, 
But  much  more  him  aftonifh'd  caus'd  remain, 
That  many,  "srho,  in  his  opinion, 
Of  what  they  fhould  have,  wanted  not  a  grain, 
That  they  but  little  had,  gave  tokens  clear, 
As  fo  great  quantity  detain'd  was  here. 

«5- 

Which  fome  in  love,  fome  had  for  honours,  loft. 
Others,  in  fcouring  o'er,  for  wealth,  the  fca, 
Some,  for  their  hopes  in  mighty  patrons  crofs'fl, 
Some,  in  purfuit  of  magick  foolery, 
In  jewels  foine,  or  paintings  of  great  coft, 
Others,  in  things  they  deem'd  of  rarity  ;' 
Of  fchoolmen,  ftar -gazers,  amafs'd  you  fee, 
And  o'th'  poetick  tribe,  infinity. 

D  d  *6 


2.0*9. 


Ajhlfo  tolfe  ilfno  ;  che  giiel  concejje 
Lo  fcrittor  de  P  of  cur  a  Apocalif 


L'ampolla,  in  ch'era,  al  nafo  folfi  mcjje^ 
E  par,  che  qttello  al  luogo  Juo  ne  giffe, 
E  cbe  Tnrpin  da  indi  in  qua  confejje^ 
Ch'Jfiolfo  luago  tempo  fagg'to  vij/e  : 
Ma  ch'uno  error ^  chefece  poi,  fu  qucllo, 
Ch'un'altra  volt  a  gli  lew  il  cervelio. 

87. 

La  piu  capace,  e  piena  ampolia9  ov'era 
llfenno>  che  foha  fir  favio  ilConte^ 
Jljlolfo  tolls ;  e  non  e  si  leggier  a , 
Comtftimbi  con  I'altre  eJJ'endo  a.  monte, 
Prima,  eke* I  Paladin  da  que'la  Sftra 
Piena  di  luce  a  le  piu  baJJ'efmonte  j 
Menatofu  da  rdpoflolofanto 
In  un  palagio,  ev'era  un  fiume  a  canto-. 

88. 

CVogni  fuajlanza  av.ea  piena  di  velli' 
Di  tin,  di  feta,  di cot  on,  di  lana^ 
Tinti  in  vari  colori,  e  brutti^  e  belli, 
Nel  primo  chioJJro  una  femmina  cana 
Fila  a  un'afpro  traea  da  tutti  quelli  -f 
Come  Vt'ggiam  I'fftate  la  Vfjlana 
Traer  da  i  bachi  le  bagnate  fpoglie  j 
Ruanda  la  nova  f  eta  fi  raccoglie. 

89. 

Ve  chi,  finito  un  vello^  ritmUendo 
Ne  viene  urfaltro,  e  chi  neporta  altrende  » 
Un'altra^  de  le  flze  va  fcegliendo 
II  bel  dal  brutto,  che  quella  ccnfonde. 
Che  lavorfi  fo  qui^  ch'io  non  Nintendo  ? 
Dice  a  Giovanni  Afiolfo  :  e  quel  rifponde  ', 
Le  vecchie  fon  le  Par  cbe ,  che  con  tali 
Stami,  filano  vite  a  voi  mortali. 

90. 

HjhiantQ  dura.un  develli^  tanto  dura 
L'pmana  vita^  e  non  di  piu  un  momenta, 
Qui  tien  Tocchio  e  la  Morte,  e  la  Natura, 
Per  fop  er  fora  •,  ch'iin  debba  ejfer  fpento. 
Scfglier  le  belle  fila  ha  I'altra  euro  } 
Per che  fi  tejffon  poi  per  ornament o 
DelParadifo,  e  de  i  piu  brutii  Jlarnl^ 
-£ifan  per  li  dannati  afpri  legami. . 

91. 

Di  tutti  i  vdli)  ch'erano  gia  mejji 
In  nafpo,  e  fcelii  a  fame  cdtro  lavoro ; 
Erano  in  b'revi  pi  a/1  re  inomi  imprejji^ 
Ahri  diferro,  a/tri  d'argento^  o  tftro-, 
E  poi  fatti  n'avean  cumuli  fpfjji ; 
De'quali,  fenza  mai  farvi  rijiaro^ 
Portarne  via  nsn  Ji  vedea  mai  Jtanco 
Un  "jgccbiej  e  rhornar  fempre  per  anco, 


^    F  U  R  I  0  S  O.  Canto  34. 

86. 

Aflolfo  took  his  own  :  as  granted  'twas, 
By  th'  writer  of  th'  Apocalypfe  obfcure, 
T'  his  nofe  he  held,  where  it  was  in,  the  vafe,. 
It  feem'd  t'  its  place  fit  paflage  to  procure  : 
And  Tnrpin,  from  that  time,  admitted  haSj 
Aftolfo's  wifdom  did  long  while  endure  ; 
But  that  a  fault  he  after  did  commit, 
Was  what  again  depriv'd  him  of  his  wit. 

87. 

The  moft  capacious,  and  the  fulleft  vafe, 
Where  was  the  fenfe  which  once  made  fage  th&- 
Aftolfo  took,  and  what  weight  in  the  mafs    f_Countx 
He  had  imagin'd,  found  it  did  furmount. 
After  the  Paladin  t'  a  lower  place, 
Did  from  this  fphere  fo  luminous  difmount^ 
He,  by  th'  Apoflle  holy  was  convey'd, 
T'a  palace,  by  whofe  fide  a  river  ftray'd. 

88. 

Which  each  apartment  had  of  fleeces  full, 
Of  filk,  of  wool,  o£  cotton,  and  of  thread,.. 
All  colours  vary'd,  foul  and  beautiful, 
A  chrone  gray-headed,  in  the  firft  arcade, 
The  threads  from  all  did  on  a  fpindle  pull  : 
As  we,  in  fummer,  fee  the  country  maid, 
Draw  from  the  fiik-worm  its  reach  booty  wet, 
When  fhe  induftriaus  the  new  filk  does  get. 

89. 

Some  there,  when  finifti'd  is  a  fleece,  difpofe 
Another  ;  and  elfewhere  fome  them  convey'd  : 
Another  from  the  different  threads  fti  11  chofe 
The  fair  from  foul ;  while  one  confufion  made. 
What  work's  done  here,  which  I  cannot  difclofe  ? 
Aftolf  fpoke  to  St.  John  ;  who  anfw'ring  faid, 
The  Fates  are  thofe  old  women,  with  fuch  thread^. 
Who  fpin  the  lives  you  mortals- are  to -lead. 

90.. 

'As  long  as  lafts  each  fleece,  fo  long  does  laft 
The  human  life,  and  not  a  moment  more  : 
Here  death  and  nature  each  their  eyes  hold  fair, 
When  each  muft  be  extinguifti'd  to  explore: 
Others  with-care  choofe  threads  of  fineft  caft, 
To  weave,  fuch  as  in  ornaments  are  wore, 
For  Paradife;  and  of  ths  fouleft  thread 
The  bindings  fliarp  are  for  the  damned  made,. 

01. 

Of  all  the  fleeces  which  had  been  convey'd 
Upon  the  fpindle,  for  this  labour  chofe, 
The  names  were  upon  fillets  fmall  inlaid,. 
Of  iron  thefe,  filver  or  gold  were  thofe  : 
And  after  num'rous  heaps  of  them  were  made, 
The  which,  who  back  did  them- ne'er  redifpofe, 
In  bearing  off  unwearied  was  feen 
An  old  man,  coining  ftill  for  them  again. 
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92, 


Era  qtiel  vecib'io  s'i  efpedito,  e  fnello^ 
Che  per  correr  parea,  cbe  fojje  nato  ; 
E  da  quel  monte  il  lembo  del  mantelh 
Portava  pien  del  name  altrui  fegnato. 
Ove  n'andava,  epercblfacea  quello, 
Ne  taltro  canto  vi  far  a  narrato  ; 
Se  d'averne  piactr  fegno  f arete 
Con  quella  grata  udienza^  cbe  folctf, 


92. 

The  old  man  was  fo  nimble  and  alert, 
He  feem'd  as  if  for  running  he  was  made, 
And,  from  this  mountain,  of  his  robe  the  fldrt 
Replete  with  perfons  names  infcrib'd  convey 'd  : 
Whither  he  went,  and  why  did  him  exert 
Thus,  in  next  canto  to  you  fhall  be  faid  ; 
Herein  of  pleafure  if  you  token  mew, 
With  grateful  audience,  as  you  us'd  to  do. 


M. 


CANTO     XXXV. 


1 . 

/^HI  jfalira  per  me.  Madonna^  in  cielo 
^  A  riportarne  il  mio  perduto  ingegno  ? 
Chet  poi  cb'ufci  da'bei  vojlri  occhi  il  telo^ 
Cbe' I  cor  mi  fiffe^  ogn' or  perdendo  vegno. 
Ne  di  tanta  iattura  mi  querelo^ 
Pur  cbe  non  crefia^  majlia  a  quejlo  fegno  ; 
Cb'io  dubito,  fe  piitji  va  Jcemando^ 
Di  venir  to/,  qual  bo  defcritto  Orlandy. 

2. 

Per  riaver  Vingegno  mio  m'e  avvifot 
Che  non  bifogna^  cbe  per  Tariaiopoggi 
Nel  cerchio  de  la  Luna>  o  in  Paradifo  ; 
Che' I  mio  non  credo>  cbe  tanto  alto  alloggi, 
We' bet  vo/lri  eccbi,  e  nel  fereno  vifo^ 
Nel  fen  d'avorio^  e  alabajhini  poggi 
Se  ne  va  errando  ;  ed  io  con  quejie  labbia 
Lo  corr<j)  fe  vi  part  ch'it  lo  riabbia. 

Per  gli  ompli  tetti  andava  il  Paladino 
Tutte  mirando  le  future  vite  ; 
Poi  ctiebbe  vijlo  iu' I  fatal  molino 
Volgerfe  qttellf^  ch'erano  gia  ordite. 
E  j'corfe  un  vel/o,  cbe  piu  cbe  d'orfno 
Splenderpatea',   ne  farian  gemme  trite^ 
S'in  filo  Ji  tirajjero  con  arte^ 
Da  comparargli  a  la  millefma  parte. 

4- 

Afiralilmente  il  bel  vello  gli  piacque^ 
Cbe  tra  infniti  paragon  non  ebbe  } 
E  di  fapere  alto  drfio  gli  nacque^ 
Quaiido  fara  talvita^  e  a  chi  Ji  debbe* 
L'Evangelf/fa  nulla  glie  ne  tncque  j 
Cbe  venti  anni  principle  prima  avrebbe 
Che  col  My  e  col  D,  fcjfi  not  at  o 
L'anno  cerrente  dolf'trbo  incarnate. 


"PHEAR  Lady,  who  for  me  will  mount  the  flcies, 
•"^  My  fenfes  loft  to  bring  from  thence  away  ? 
Which,  fmce  went  forth  the  dart  from  your  bright 
That  pierc'd  my  heart,  diminim  ev'ry  day  :     f_eyes, 
Nor  for  fuch  lofs  do  my  complaints  arife, 
So  it  increafe  not,  but  at  this  point  (lay  ; 
For  if  they  more  decline,  I  am  in  doubt, 
Such  as  I've  drawn  Orland,  I  may  turn  out. 

2. 

To  get  my  wits  again,  I  have  advice. 
No  need  there  is  that  I  thro'  air  mould  fly, 
In  the  moon's  circle,  or  in  Paradife, 
For  I  believe  not  that  they  lay  fo  high  : 
In  your  fweet  face,  and  in  your  lovely  eyes, 
Your  fnowy  neck,  and  bread  of  ivory, 
They  wander  :  with  thefe  lips  I'd  gather  them, 
If  to  re-have  them,  to  you  fitting  feem. 

Thro'  the  wide  fabricks  went  the  Paladin, 
Seeing  the  future  lives  which  there  were  found  ; 
When  he  had  view'd,  on  the  fatal  machine, 
Thofe,  which  already  were  begun,  turn  round  : 
And  faw  a  fleece,  which  more  appear'd  to  mine, 
Than  pureft  gold  ;  no  gems  to  powder  ground, 
If  in  a  thread  they  could  be  drawn  by  art, 
Could  be  compar'd  to  this,  a  thoufaudth  part. 

4- 

The  lovely  fleece  pleas'd  him  in  wond'rous  rate, 
Which  had,  'midft  infinite,  no  paragon  ; 
And  in  him  did  defire  to  know  create, 
When  mail  be  this  life,  and  who  it  did  own  : 
Th'  Evangelift  from  him  would  nought  fecrete : 
That  twenty  years  fliould  firil:  be  pafs'd  and  gone, 
Ere  of  an  M  and  D  the  mark  fliould  bear, 
O'  th'word  incarnate  the  then  current  year. 

D  d  2  5- 
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Canto 


E\come  dl  fplendore,  e  di  beltade 
^uel  vello  non  avea  fimile^  o  pare  j 


Coil  far  I  a  la  fortunala  etade^ 
Che  dovea  vfcirnet  al  nwndo  fengclare. 
Perche  tutte  le  graz;e  tncK'tff  e  rade, 
Cb'alma  Natura^  o  propriojludia  dare^ 
0  benigna  Fortuna  ad  uomo  puote^ 
Aw  a  in  perpetuO)  ed  infallibil  dote. 

6. 

Del  Re  de'fiumi  tra  faltiere  corna 
Or  fiede  umil,  diceagli^  e  picciol  borgo  : 
Dinanzi  il  Po,  di  dieiro  gli  foggiorna 
D'alta  fiafade  un  nebulofo  gorgo\ 
Che  "jolgendofi  git  anni  la  piu  adorna 
Di  tutte  le  citta  d*  Italia  fcorgo  ; 
Non  pur  di  rrturay  e  d'ampli  tetti  regi9 
Ma  di  beijludi^  e  di  ccftumi  egrcgi* 

7; 

Tanta  efaltazione,  e  cosiprefta 
Nonfortuita^  o  d'awentura  cafca\ 
Ma  I'ha  ordinata  il  del,  terche  fta  quejfa 
Degna,  in  che  l'usmy  di  cnio  ti  parlo^  nafca  i 
Che,  dove  il  fruit  o  ha  da  venir^  s'i 
£  conftudio  ft  fa  crefcer  la  frafca  ; 
£  Fartefice  Toro  affinar  fuole> 
In  che  legar  gemma  di  pregio 

8. 

,/V}  si  leggiadra,  ne  si  be  'la  vefte 
Unqua  ebbe  altr'alma  in  quel  terrejlre  regnt  * 
E  raro  efeefo,  e  fcendera  da  quefte 
Sfere  fuperne  unfpir'rto  si  degno; 
Come  per  fame  Ippolito  da  EJie 
N'ave  reterna  mente  alto  difegnQ* 
Ippolito  da  EJie  far  a  detto 
L'uomo,  a  cm  Dio  si  ricco-dono  ha  ekttt* 

9-. 

H  ornament?,  che  diviji  in  molti 
molti  bajierian  per  tutti  ornarli\ 
In  fud  ornamento  avra  tutti  raccolti 
Ccjlui^  di  ch'hai  valuta^  ch'io  ti  parli. 
Le  virtudi  per  /«/,  per  lui  foffalti 
Saran  glijtudi  ',  e  s'to  vorro  narrarli 
.Alii  fuoi  merti  ,  al  fen  fan  si  lontano^ 
Ch'  Orlando  il  fenno  ajpetterebbe  in  vana. 

10. 

Cost  venia  r  imitator  di  Crj/fo 
Ragianando  col  Ditca  :  e  poi  che  tutte 
Lejianze  del  gran  luogo  ebbonoviftoy 
Onde  V  urbane  vite  eran  condutte', 
Su'l  fiume  ufciro,  che  d'  arena  tni/to 
Con  Fande  difcorrea  torbide,  e  brutte  ; 
E  -i7  tryvar  quel  vecchh  in  sti  la  riva, 
nsihi  -ji  <-„•<".  ;V.?. 


And,  as  in  fplendor  and  in  beauty  great, 
This  fleece  refemblance  neither  had,  nor  pair, 
Jo  would  that  age  be  deem'd  moft  fortunate, 
When  to  the  world  it  came  fo  fmgular  ; 
For  all  the  graces  bright,  of  highefl  rate, 
Which  nature  kind,  or  his  own  ftudies  rare, 
Or  fate  benign,  to  mortal  man  can  give, 
In  rightful  and  perpetual  dow'r  he  fhall  receive. 

6. 

O'th'  King  of  rivers,  'twixt  the  horns  elate, 
A  little  humble  vill,  he  faid,  does  lie  ; 
Before  it  is  the  Po,  behind  it  fate 
A  foggy  marfh,  o'ergrown  with  ruflies  high  : 
Which,  as  the  years  roll  on,  the  moft  compleat. 
Of  all  Italia's  cities  I  efpy  : 
Yet  not  in  fabrick  grand,  or  battlement ; 
But  in  rare  ftudies,  manners  excellent. 

7- 

A  rife  fo  great,  and  made  fo  fuddenly, 
Does  not  fall  out,  by  accident,  below  ; 
But  heav'n  ordains  this  fpot  fhould  worthy  be 
Of  birth  to  him,  of  whom  I  fpeak  to  you  : 
As,  where  we'd  have  the  fruit,  we  graft  the  tree, 
And,  with  much  care,  the  fcion  canfe  to  grow  ; 
And  the  artificer  the  gold  refines, 
Where  he,  to  fet  moft  precious  gems,  inclines. 

8. 

Nor  e'er  fo  fine  or  beautiful  veftment, 
Did  foul,  in  the  terreftrial  kingdoms,  wear  ; 
And  fcarce  e'er  did,  or  e'er  wUl  make  defcent 
Spirit  fo  worthy,  from  the  heav'nly  fphere ; 
As  the  eternal  mind,  in  high  intent, 
Hippolito  of  Efte  did  prepare  : 
Hippolito  of  Efte,  name  by  which 
He'll  go,  for  whom  God  choofes  gifts  fo  rich. 

9- 

Thofe  ornaments*  in  many  which  disjoin'd, 
A  many  would  fuffice  to  decorate, 
United  all  he'll  have  t'  adorn  his  mind, 
Of  whom  you  now  defir'd  that  I  would  treat : 
Thro'  him  the  virtues  a  fupport  mail  find, 
The  ftudres,  and  mould  I  to  you  relate 
His  merits  high,  fo  far  I'm  from  the  end, 
Orland,  in  vain,  his  fenfes  would  attend. 

10. 

Thus  the  difciple  of  our  Lord  purfu'd 
His  converfe  with  the  Duke  j  and  when  the  whole 
Apartments  of  this  wond'rous  place  they  view'd, 
Wherein  conducted  was  the  human  foul; 
They  to  the  river  went,  where  fandy  mud 
Amidft  the  current  flow'd,  difturb'd  and  foul  : 
And  there  they  found  the  old  man  at  the  ftream, 
Who  with,  the  names  imprefs'd  there  loaded  came.. 

ii. 


Canto  35, 
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so  f 


ii. 


Non  fo,  fevifia  a  mente,  to  dico  quellf, 
Ch-al^n  de  I'altro  canto  vi  lafciai, 
Veccbio  di  faccia,  e  si  di  membra  fnello^ 
Che  d'ogni  cento  e  piu  veloce  aj/ai. 
Degli  altrui  nomi  egli  Ji  empia  it  mantello  ; 
Scemava  ii  monte,  e  non  finiva  mai  \ 
Ed  In  quel  fiume,  che  Lett  Ji  noma, 
Scarcava,  anzi  perdta  la  ricca  f;ma* 

12. 

Dico,  che  come  arriva  in  su  la  fponda 
Del  fiume,  quel  prodigo  vecchio  fcuote 
Jl  lembo  pieno,  e  ne  la  torbida  onda 
Tutte  lafcia  coder  fimprejje  note. 
Un  numer  fenza  Jin  fe  ne  prof  onda, 
Ch'un  minimo  ujo  aver  non  je  ne  puote  ; 
E  di  cento  migliaia,  che  F arena 
Su'lfondo  involve,  un  fe  ne  ferva  appena. 

J3-. 

Lungo,  e  d'intorna  quel pume  volando 
Givano  corvi,  e  avidi  avoltori, 
Muiaccbie,  e  vari  augelli,  cbe  gridanda 
Face  an  difcordj  Jlrepiti,  e  romot  i  ; 
Ed  a  la  preda  correan  tutti,  quando 
Sparger  vedean  gli  amplijjimi  iefori ; 
E  chi  nel  becco,  e  cbi  ne  I'ugna  torta 
A7)?  prendfj  ma  Ionian  pica  Ii  porta. 

14. 

Come  vcgliono  alzar  per  I'ar-ia  i  voli, 
Non  ban  pot  forza,  che' I  pefo  fo/iegna  } 
Sj9  cbe  convien,  che  Lete  pur  involi 
De'ricchi  nomi  la  memoria  degna. 
Fra  tanti  augelli  Jon  due  cigni  foil 
Bianchi,  Signer,  come  e  la  vojtra  infegna* ; 
Cbe  vengon  lieti  riportando  in  bocca 
SicuramenU  ii  name,  che  lor  tocca. 

15. 

Cosi  contra  i  penjier  empi,  e  maligni 
Del  vecchio,  che  donar  Ii  vorria  al  fiutne^ 
'Alcun  ne  falvan  gli  augelli  benigni  : 
lutto  I'avanzo  cbbliirion  confume. 
Or  fe  ne  van  notando  i  facri  cigni9 
Ed  or  p.er  1'aria  battendo  le  piume  ; 
Fin  che  prejfo  a  la  ripa  del fiume  empio, 
Trovano  un  colle,  e  fopra  il  colle  un  Tempts. 

16. 

A  r Immorialltade  il  luogo  e  facro  ; 
Ove  una  bella  Nirifa  giu  del  colU 
Viene  a  la  ripa  del  Leteo  lavacro  ; 
E  di  bocca  de  i  cigni  i  nomi  tolle ; 
E  quelli  affi?ge  intorno  al  fitnulacro, 
Cb'in  mezzo  il  tempio  una  colonna  ejlolls, 
Qulvi  Ii  facra,  e  ne  fa  tal  governs y 
Cbe  vi  fi  pan  vider  tutii  in  eterno. 


If  you  remember,  'twas  of  him  I  fpoke, 

And  did  at  t'  other  canto's  end  forbear : 

Adroit  of  limbs,  tho'  aged  in  his  look, 

Who  fwifter  was,  by  far,  than  any  deer  ; 

Of  other's  names,  ftill  filling  up  his  cloak, 

The  mountain  leflen'd,  and  not  fmUh'd  e'er, 

And  in  the  river,  Lethe  call'd,  he  let 

Fall  down,  or  rather  loft  their  pompous  weight. 

12. 

I  fay,  that,  when  he  on  the  borders  came 
O'  th  river,  there,  fhook  this  old  man  profufe 
His  garment  full,  and  in  the  troubled  ftream, 
All  marks  iinpfefs'd  to  tumble  he  let  loofe ; 
There,  funk  an  endlefs  number  of  the  fame, 
That  thence  could  not  be  had  the  fmalleft  ufe : 
And  of  a  hundred  thoufand,  in  the  fand 
Involv'd  i'  th'  bottom,  fcarcely  one  remain 'd. 

J3- 

Along  and  round  about  this  river,  fly 
The  carrion  crows,  and  greedy  vultures  tread, 
The  cawing  rooks,  and  various  birds,  which  cryr 
Difcordant  noifes  make,  and  rumours  dread  ; 
And  to  their  prey,  with  eagernefs,  they  hie, 
Soon  as  they  fee  thefe  ample  treafures  ipread, 
And  in  their  crooked  talons  them  they  bear, 
And  in  their  beaks ;  but  carry  them  not  far. 

14. 

When  they,  by  flight,  would  mount  along  th. 
Their  burthen  to  fuflain  they  have  not  might, 
Wherefore  this  Lethe  needs  away  mu'ft  bear 
The  worthy  mem'ry  of  thofe  names  fo  bright. 
'•Mongft  all  thefe  birds,  two  fwans  alone  there  are, 
Like  to  the  enfign,  Sir,  you  carry,  white, 
Who  chearful  come,  and,  in  their  mouths,  remove 
The  names,  in  fafety,  of  thofe  whom  they  love. 

!5- 

So,  'gainft  th'  intentions  impious  and  malign 
Of  the  old  man,  who  them  to  th'  brook  does  doomr 
Some  are  preferv'd  ftill,  by  thefe  birds  benign ; 
All  of  the  reft  oblivion  does  confume: 
About,  now  fwimming,  go  thefe  fwans  divine, 
And  now  along  the  air  they  beat  their  plume, 
Till,  near  the  borders  of  this  ftream  profane, 
They  find  a  hill,  and,  on  that  hill,  a  fane. 

1 6. 

Sacred  this  place  to  Immortality, 
Where  from  the  hill  defcends  a  nymph  moft  fair,      . 
To  th'  banks  of  this  Lethean  fmk  does  hie, 
And,  from  the  mouths  o'  th'  fwans,  the  names  does 
And  thefe  (he  fixes  round  an  imag'ry,  [bear,. 

Which,  'midft  the  temple,  does  a  column  rear : 
There  confecrates  them  ;  and  conducts  them  fo,. 
That,  to  eternity,  thecifelves  they  (how. 

17- 


O  R  L  A  NT>  0    F  U  R  10  S  O. 


Canto 


Chi  /ia  quel  vecchio,  e  per  che  tutti  al  rio 
S~enz'  alcunfrutto  i  bei  nomi  difpenji\ 
E  de  gli  augelli,  e  di  quel  Ivogo  piot 
Onde  la  bella  Ninfa  al  fiume  vienji  ; 
Jveva  djlolfo  di  Japer  deflo 
1  gran  mijicri^  e  gl'incogniti  finji ; 
E  domando  di  tutte  quejle  cofe 
L'uomo  di  Dioy  the  con  gli  rifpofe. 

18. 

Tu  dei  faper,  che  non  fe  move  ft  -onda 
La  giu  r  che  fegno  qiti  non  fe  ne  faccia. 
Ogni  effetto  convien^  che  cortifponda 
In  terra,  e  in  del,  ma  con  diverfa  faccia. 
Quel  vecchia,  la  cui  barba  il  petto  inonda, 
l''eloce  «,  che  mat  nuUa  I'impaccJa ; 
Gli  effetti  pari^  e  la  medefnna  opra, 
Ch$yltempo  faJa  gin,  fa  qui  di  fopra. 

19- 

Volte  che  f  on  le  fila  in  J«  la  rotay 
La  gru  la  vita  umana  arriva  al  Jine. 
La  fama  /<?,  qui  ne  riman  la  not  a  ; 
Ch' immartali  f  aria  no  ambe^  e  divine  ; 
Se  non,  che  qui  quel  da  la  irfuta  gota^ 
£  la  giu.  il  tempo  ogn'or  ne  fa  rapint. 
Quejli  le  getta ,  come  vede,  al  rio, 
JE  quel  rimmerge  ne  I'eterno  obblio. 

2O. 

Et  come  qua  su  i  corvi,  e  gli  avoltori, 
£  le  mulacchie^  e  gli  altri  vari  augelli9 
$' affaticano  tutti  per  trar  fuori 
De  racque  i  nomi^  che  veggion  pin  belli  ; 
Cosi  la  giu  ruffiani^  adulaiori^ 
Buffvn,  cine~li,  accvfatori^  e  quetti 
Che  vivono  a  le  corti^  £  che  vi  fono 
Piu  grati  aj/ai)  che' I  virtnofo^  e'l  buonot 

21. 

E  fan  chiamati  cortigian  gent'ili, 
ferchefanno  imitar  Fafino  e'/  ciacco  ; 
DHor  Signor^  tratto  che  n'abbia  i  fit 
La  giujla  Parca^  finzi  Venere^  e  Bacco ; 
Quefti,  di  cVio  ti  dico^  inerti^  e  vilit 
Nati  folo  ad  empir  di  cibo  il  facco, 
Portano  in  bocca  qualche  giorno  il  nomey 
Poi  ne  r  obblio  lafcian  coder  lefome. 

22. 

Ma,  come  i  cigniy  che  cantando  lieii 

Rendono  falve  le  wedaglie  al  Tempio, 

Co  si  gli  uomini  degni  da'  Poeti 

Son  tolti  da  I'obblio,  piu  che  Mcrte,  emffo.. 

O  berte  accorti  Principi^  e  difcreti^ 

Chefeguite  di  Cefare  1'ffempio^ 

E  gli  Scrittor  vi  fate  amid,  donde 

Non  avetes  temer  di  Lets  I'onde. 


17 


Who  this  old  man  might  be,  and  to-  the  ftream 
Why  thefe  fair  names  all  fruitlefsly  h'  'ad  thro^Ti, 
And  of  the  birds,  this  holy  place's  name, 
From  whence  the  lovely  nymph  to  th'  brook  came 
To  learn,  Aftolfo  had  defire  extream,  [down, 

The  mjil'ries  great,  and  fenfe  hereof  unknown ; 
And,  of  thefe  matters  all,  demand  he  made 
To  th'  man  of  God;  who  thus,  in  anfwer,  faid : 

18. 

Know  then,  that  not  a  leaf  is  mov'd  below, 
But  here  like  fignal  does  itfelf  difplay : 
Ev'ry  effect  does  correfpondent  fhow, 
In  earth  and  heaven ;  but  in  difF'rent  way  r 
Th'  old  man,  whofe  beard  his  bread  does  overflow, 
So  fwift,  that  nothing  «ver  him  can  ftay, 
The  felf-fame  work  and  fimilar  effects 
Which  time  below  does,  here  above  tranfacts. 

19. 

Soon  as  the  threads  are  turn'd  on  the  machine, 
The  human  life  comes  to  an  end  below : 
There  fame,  here  certain  marks  imprefs'd  are  foen, 
Both  would  immortal  be,  and  facred  too, 
If  here,  did  not  he  with  the  bearded  chin, 
And  there,  continually,  time,  ravage  do : 
By  this,  you  fee,  they  to  the  ftream  are  thrown, 
And,  in  oblivion  everlafKng,  that  does  drown, 

20. 

And  as  the  ravens  and  the  vultures  here, 
And  rooks  and  birds  of  great  variety, 
Apply  their  labour  all,  the  names  to  bear 
Out  of  the  ftream,  which  they  moft  lovely  fee; 
So,  there  below,  pander,  and  flatterer 
Pathicks,  buffoons,  informers,  fuch  as  be 
Inhabitants  at  courts,  to  whom  allow'd 
.More  favour  is,  than  to  the  brave  and  good, 

21. 

And  are  your  courtiers  call'd,  politely  bred, 
"Caufe  they  can  imitate  the  afs  and  fwine ; 
When  of  their  patrons  has  drawn  out  the  thread 
Juft  fate,  or  rather  venery  and  wine, 
Thefe  lazy,  vile,  of  whom  to  you  I  faid, 
To  cram  their  paunches  born  for  the  defign, 
Pear  in  their  mouths,  fome  days,  their  titles  great, 
Then  to  oblivion  they  let  fall  their  weight: 

22. 

But,  as  the  fwans,  who,  fmging  chearful  lays, 
Safely  convey  the  medals  to  the  fane, 
So  are  the  men,  worthy  the  poet's  praife, 
Than  death  more  cruel,  from  oblivion  ta'en : 
O  Princes,  wife  and  prudent  in  your  ways, 
Cajfar's  example  in  your  thoughts  retain, 
And  writers  ftill  contrive  your  friends  to  have, 
Then  have  no  fear  of  the  Lethean  wave. 
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23- 

Son,  come  i  Cigni,  anco  i  Poeti  rarit 
Poet  I,  che  non  fian  del  name  indsgni; 
SJ,  perche  il  del  de  gli  vomini  preclari 
Non  pate  mat,  che  troppa  copia  rcgni  : 
S~i  per  gran  colpa  de  i  Signori  avarlt 
Che  lafcian  mendicare  i  facri  ingegni  ; 
Che  le  virtu  prtrlendo,  ed  efaltando 
I  vizi,  caccian  le  buone  arti  in  bando. 

.  24' 

Credi,  che  Dio  quejli  ignoranti  ha  privi 

De  rintelletto,  e  loro  offufca  i  hunt ; 

Che  de  la  poejia  gli  ha fat  to  fchivi, 

Acdo  che  Morte  il  tutto  ne  confumi* 

Oitre  che  del  fepolcro  ufdrian  vivi> 

Ancor  ch'avejjer  tutti  i  rei  coftumi, 

Pur  chefapeffinfarfi  arnica  Cirra, 

Piu  grata  odore  avrian,  che  nardo>  o  mirra. 

\S- 

Non  J/  pietofo  Enea,  lie  forte  Achille 
fu  come  efama,  ne  stfer  Ettorre ; 
E  ne  fonjlati  e  mille,  e  mille,  e  mille, 
Che  lorfipon  con  verita  anteporre. 
Ma  i  donati  palazzi^  e  le  gran  ville 
Da  i  difcendenti  lor,  gli  ban  fatto  par  re 
In  quejli  fsnza  Jin  fublimi  onori 
Da  ronorate  man  de  gli  Scrittori. 

26. 

Non  fu  j/  fanto,  ne  benigno  Augufto, 
Come  la  tuba  di  Virgiliofuona^ 
Vaver  avuto  in  poe/ia  buon  gujlo, 
La  profcrizione  iniqua  gli  pcrdona. 
Neffun  fapria,  fe  Neron  fo/Je  ingiujio, 
Ne  fua  fama  faria  forfe  men  buona  ; 
Jtvejfe  avuto,  e  terra,  e  del  nemid, 
Se  gli  Scrittorfapea  tenerjl  amid. 

27- 

Omero  Agamemnon  vittoriofo, 
E  fe  i  Troian  parer  vi/i,  ed  inert  i  ; 
E  che  Penehpeajida.  alfuofpofo 
Da  i  prochi  mille  ojtraggi  avea.fofferti. 
E.,  fe  tu  vuoi,  che'l  ver  nan  tijia  afcofot. 
Tutta  al  contrario  njlcria  convert  i  ,• 
Che  i  Gred  rottiy  e  che  Troia  vittrice, 
E  che  Penelopeafu  meretrice. 

28. 

Da  I'altra  parte  odi>  che  fama  lafda. 
Elifa,  ch'ebbe  il  cor  tanto  pudico; 
Che  riputata  viene  una  bagafda, 
Solo  perch's  Maron  non.  le  fu  amico. 
Non  ti  maravigliar,  cb'io  rfabbia  ambafda, 
E  fe  di  do  diffujamente  io  dico. 
Cli  Scrittori  amo,  efo  il  debit  o  mio  ; 
Ctial  voftro  mondojtii  Scrittore  ajicfrio* 


The  poets,  like  thefe  fwans,  are  rarely  found* 
Such  as  deferve  that  title  to  obtain ; 
For  heaven  never  has,  of  men  renown'd, 
SufFer'd,  that  fhould  too  great  a  plenty  reign  r 
To  mifer  Lords  that  fhame  muft  much  redoundv 
Who  let  thofe  facred  wits  intreat  in  vain, 
Who  opprefs  virtue,  vice  who  high  do  raife, 
And  all  the  lib'ral  arts  to  exile  chace. 

24 '. 
Believe,  God  from  fuch  igriorants  has  ta'en 

Their  judgment,  and  caft  o'er  their  fight  a  gloonrr 
And  poetry  has  caus'd  them  to  difdain, 
That  death  all  fuch  might  totally  confume : 
Beyond  the  grave  alive  they  would  remain, 
Though  for  reproach  their  actions  gave  great  room, 
If  they  could  make  Apollo's  mount  their  friend, 
And  fcent  more  fweet  than  fpike  and  myrrh  they'd 

25.  [fend.-. 

jEneas,  not  fo  good,  Achilles,  brave, 
As  fame  gives  out,  nor  fo  fierce  Heclor  was, 
And  thoufand  thoufands  liv'd  of  old  there  have, 
Who  might,  with  verity,  of  them  take  place  > 
But  the  great  manors,  palaces,  which  gave 
Their  fucceflbrs,  were  motives  them  to  raife 
Into  thofe  never-ceafing  honours  grand, 
By  the  renowned  writers  glorious  hand. 

26. 

Augufhisr  not  fo  pious  or  benign 
Was,  as  the  trump  of  Virgil  did  refound  : 
Having  in  poetry  a  tafte  fo  fine, 
From  the  profcription  bafe  he  pardon  found : 
None  had  known,  Nero,  to  bad  afts  incline, 
Nor  had  his  fame,  perhaps,  been  lefs  renown'd, 
Tho'  heav'n  and  earth  his  enemies  were  mown, 
Writers  to  keep  his  friends,  had  he  but  knowiu. 

27- 

Homer  Ag'memnon  made  vicloriocs, 
The  Trojans  fhow'd  contemptible,  forlorn; 
Penelope  too,  faithful  to  her  fpoufe, 
The  outrage  of  a  thonfand  fuitors  fcorn  : 
But,  if  you  would,  the  truth  I  fhould  difclofe, 
Quite  to  the  contrary  the  ftory  '11  turn : 
Routed  the  Greeks;-  the  palm  the  Trojans  bore-, 
And  chafre  Penelope  herfelf  a  whore. 

28. 

On  t'  other  hand,  hear  what  a  fort  of  fame, 
Eliza  left,  who  had  fo  chafte  a  mind, 
That  fhe  repute  had  of  a  ftrumpct's  narce, 
Only,  'caufe  Maro  to  her  difmclin'd  : 
Wonder  not,  that  in  fuch  a  warmth' I  am, 
And  that  herein  {o  full  I  fpeak,  you  fine!, 
Writers  I  love,  and  I  perform  what's  due, 
For,  in  your  world,  I  was  a  writer  too  : 

"C 
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2p. 

E  fipra  tutti  gli  &ltri  to  feel  acqntfto, 
Che  non  mi  pus  Icvar  tempo,  ne  mortet 
E  ben  ccnvenne  al  mio  lodato  Crifto 
Rendermi  guiderdon  di  si  gran  forte. 
Duylmi  di  qitei,  che  fono  al  tempo  triflo, 
Qttando  la  cortefia  chinfo  ha.  le  porte ; 
Che  con  pallido  vifo,  e  macro,  c  afcintto 
La  notte  e'l  dl  vi  picchianfsnzafnttto. 

S/  che  continuando  il  primo  detto, 

Sono  i  Poeti,  e  glijludiofi  pochi  ; 

Che  dove  non  ha  pafco,  lie  ricetto, 

Infin  le  fere  abbandonano  i  lochi. 

Coil  dicendo  il  vccchio  benedett9 

Gli  occhi  infiaimrio,  che  parvero  due  fochi  s 

Pci  volto  al  Dnca  con  un  faggio  rifot 

Torn?  fereno  il  conturbato  vifo. 

3'- 

Refti  con  lo  Scrittor  de  VEvangelo 
djiolfo  onnai,  ch'io  voglio  fare  un  falro, 
Qiiantofia  in  terra  a  venlr  fin  dal  cielo  ,• 
Ch'iv  non  poffo  piitftar  /.v  Vali  in  alto. 
Torno  a  la  Donna ;  a  citi  con  grave  tcla 
Mojfo  avea  gelofia  crudele  ajfalto. 
Jo  la  lajciai,  ch'avea  con  breve  guerra 
Tre  Re  gittati  un  dopo  I'altro  in  terra. 

E  clie  ginnta  la  f era  ad  un  oaflello> 
Ctia  la  via  di  Parigiji  ritrova  ; 
D'Agramante,  che  rotto  dal  fratello, 
S'era  ridotto  in  Arli,  ebbe  la  nuova. 
Cert  a,  che'lfuo  Ruggier  fojje.  con  quelh, 
Toflo  ctiapparve  in  del  la  luce  niiova, 
Verfo  Provenza,  dove  ancora  intefe, 
Che  Carlo  lofeguia,  lajlrada  prefe. 

33- 

Verfo  Provenza  per  la  via  piu  dritta 
Andando,  s'incontro  in  una  donzella  ; 
Ancor  che  foffe  lagrimofa,  e  affiitta, 
Bella  di  faccia,  e  di  maniere  bella. 
Quejla  era  quella  si  d'amor  trafitta 
Per  lofigliuol  di  Monodante,  quella 
Donna  gcntil,  ch'avea  lafciato  al  ponte 
Vamante  fuo,  prigion  di  Rodomonte. 

34- 

Ella  venia  cercando  un  cavaliero, 
Ch'afar  battaglia  ufato,  come  lent r a, 
In  acqua,  e  in  terra  fojje,  e  ccsijiero, 
Che  h  poteffe  al  Pagan  porre  incontra. 
Laftonfolata.  arnica  di  Ritggiero, 
Gome  quefialtrafconfolata  incontra, 
Cortefemente  la  falnta,  e  poi 
•Le  chiede  hi  cagiou  de  i.dolorfuoi. 


And,  'bove  all  others,  I  fuch  'vantage  made, 
Of  which  nor  time  cor  death  can  me  defeat, 
My  Saviour  pleas'd,  whofe  merits  I  difplay'd, 
Reward  to  give  me  of  a  rank  fo  great : 
I  grieve  for  them,  who  live  in  times  fo  fad, 
When  again  ft  courtefy  is  fliut  the  gate, 
Who,  with  pale  look  and  meagre,  comfortlefs, 
By  night  and  day  knock  there,  without  fuccefs: 

So,  that  my  firfl  difccfurfe  may  be  purfu'd, 
Of  poets,  and  the  fludious,  fmall  the  race; 
For,  where  they  no  reception  have  or  food, 
The  very  beafts  abandon  will  the  place. 
Thus  fpoke  th'  old  Saint,  with  heav'nly  gifts  enduM, 
And  his  eyes  flam'd,  and  feem'd  like  fires  to  blaze ; 
Then,  turning  to  the  Duke,  fagacious  fmil'd, 
And  his  perturbed  vifage  render 'd;  mild. 

31- 

With  writer  of  the  gofpel  now  remain 
Aflolf ;  for  I'm  inclin'd  to  take  a  fpring 
So  great,  to  get  from  heav'n  to  earth  again, 
For  I  can  flay  no  longer  on  the  wing : 
To  th'  dame  I  turn,   'gainft  whom,  with  grievous 
AfTault  mofl  cruel -jealoufy  did  bring;  [pain, 

I  left  her,  where,  in  battle,  quickly  pafs'd, 
Three  Kings,  by  turns,  fhe  on  die  earth  had-caft : 

32- 

And  that  fhe  to  a  caflle  came  at  night, 
Which  in  the  way  flood,  that  to  Paris  bears  ;- 
Of  Agramant,  b'  her  brother  put  to  flight, 
Who  was  reduc'd  to  Arli,  news  fhe  hears : 
Certain,  that  with  him  was  her  heart's  delight. 
As  foon  as  the  new  light  in  heav'n  appears, 
Tow'rds  Provence,  where  fhe  alfo  underflood, 
That  Charles  had  fbllow'd  him,  her  way  purfu'd* 

Tow'rds  Provence,  by  the  flraitefl  way,  /he  wenf, 
And  on  her  road  a  damfel  fhe  did  meet, 
Who,  though  fhe  in  affli<5rion  did  lament, 
Was  fair  of  vifage,  and  of  manners  fweet : 
This  was  the  nymph,  whofe  heart  by  love  was  rent. 
For  the  brave  fon  of  Monodante  great, 
The  genteel  nymph,  who  at  the  bridge  had  left 
fi  K>-r  love,  by  Rodomont  of  liberty  bereft. 

34- 

A  cavalier  fhe  thither  coming  fought, 
Who,  like  an  otter,  us'd  to  battle  make, 
Who  was,  in  water,  and  on  land,  fo  flout, 
He  with  the  Pagan  %ht  might  undertake. 
The  friend  of  Rvrggier,  torn  with  am'rous  doubt,    ' 
Meeting  the  other,  whofe  refl  love  did  break, 
In  courteous  manner  to  falure  her  goes, 
Then  afk'd  of  her  the  reafoir  of  her  woes. 

35- 
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ligt  lei  mira  ;  e  verier  park 
Un  cavalier,  ctfal  fuo  bifogno  fia  ; 
E  comincia  del  pontc  a  ncontorle, 
Oveimptdifce  il  Re  a"  Algisr  Ja  -via  ; 
E  cb'erajfato  apprefro  di  Icvarls 
L'aniante  fuo  ;  non  che  piu  forte  fia  } 
Ma  f ape  a  darfi  il  Saracin'o  ajiuto 
Col  pontejiretto,  e  con  > •  uel  jiurne  aiuto. 

>• 

Se  fei,  dicea^  si  ardtt-o,  e  si  cortefe, 

Come  btn  mcjlri  I'uno,  e  P ultra  in  iti/la  } 
Mi  vrndica  t»  r   Dio  di  chi  mi  prefe 
II  mio  Slgy^rt,  e  mi  fa  gir  w  trijfJa  \ 
O  configliami  abneno,  in  (be  paefe 
PoJJa  in  trovare  un,  eft  a  colui  refijla  ; 
E,  Jappia  tanio  d'arme,  e  di  battaglia, 
Ghel  fiume^  e'l  pante  al  Pagan  poco  i/aglia. 

37- 
Oltre  che  tu  farai  qml,  che  convienji 

Ad  uom  co'-teje,  e  a  cavalicro  err  ant  f\ 
In  beneficio  il  tno  valor  difpenfi 
Del  piu  fedel  d 'ogni  fedele  amante.   ' 
De  I'altre  fue  virtu  non  appartienji 
A  me  narrar  ;  .he  fen  o  tante,  e  tante  ; 
Che  chi  non  n'ha  notizia^  fi  puo  diret 
Che  jia  del  veder  privo,  e  de  fudire, 

38; 
La  magnanima  Donna,  a  cut  fu  grata 

Sempre  ogni  imprefay  che  pub  f  aria  degna 

D'eJJer  con  laude,  e  gloria  nominata^ 

Subito  al  ponte  di  'venir  difegna  ; 

E  d  or  a  tanto  piu,  ch'l  difperata^ 

Vien  volentier,  quando  anco  a  morir  vegna  : 

Che  credendofi,  mifera,  ej/er  priva 

Del  fuo  Ruggiero,  ha  in  odio  a"ej/irvivat 

39- 

Per  quel,  cb'io  vaglio,  giovane  amorofa, 

Pf"/A/l/d  Z?  *•  X»  As*  *M  X-  .  J*      — J    -&*—  1  /".  -      . 


Ma  piu,  che  deltuo  amante  narri  cofa9 
Che  narrar  di  pochi  uomini  awertifco  ; 
Che  Jia  in  amor  fe  del  \  ch'afe  ti  giuro, 
Cb'in  rio  penfaij  ch'ogn'unfojje  pergiuro. 

40. 

Con  un  fofpir  quefiultime  parole 
Fini,  con  un  fofpir,  ck'ufei  dal  core. 
Poi  dij/'e,  Andiamo  :  e  net  feguente  Sole 
Giunfero  alfiume,  e  al  paffo  pien  d'orrafe. 
Scoperte  da  la  guardia,  che  vi  fuole 
Farnefegno  col  corno  al  fuo  Signore  ; 
11  Pagan  s'arma  ;  e,  quale  e'l  fuo  coflumt^ 
Sit'lponte  s'appareccbia  in  ripa  al  fiiahe , 
VOL.  II. 


Flordilige  look'd  on  her,  who  did  appear 
A  cavalier,  well  fuiting  to  her  need, 
And  of  the  bridge  began  now  to  declare, 
Where  does  the  Algiers  King  the  way  impede, 
And  that  to  take  from  her,  he  had  been  near, 
Her  love  :  not  that  he  did  in  ftrength  exceed ; 
But  that  to  gain,  the  crafty  Pagan  knew, 
Aid,  from  the  narrow  bridge,  and  river  too. 

36. 

If  you  fo  courteous  are,  and  bold,  faid  (he, 
As,  by  your  prefence,  both  you  fully  (how, 
"Of  him  revenge  me,  who  has  ta'en  from  me 
My  Lord,  and  caufes  me  thus  mournful  go  r 
Or  counfel  me,  at  leaft,  in  what  country 
I  may  find  one,  who  can  refill  this  foe, 
And  fo  well  (kill'd  in  fight,  with  coat  of  mail, 
That  bridge  and  river  him  may  nought  avail. 

37, 

Befide,  that  you  would  what  is  fuiting  do, 
For  courteous  marr,  and  errant  cavalier, 
In  benefit,  your  valour  you'd  beflow, 
On  lover  of  all  lovers  mod  fincere  : 
Of  all  his  other  virtues  fuits  not  now 
Me  to  relate,  the  which  fo  num'rous  are, 
That  one  might  fay,  by  whom  they  are  not  known, 
His  eyefight  and  his  hearing  muft  be  gone. 

The  val'rous  nymph,  to  whom  was  ever  dear 
Ev'ry  cmprize,  that  could  caufe  hep  to  (hine, 
Worthy  of  praife,  and  glorious  name  to  bear, 
Sudden,  the  bridge  to  vifit,  had  defign  : 
And  now  the  more,  as  me  was  in  defpair, 
She'd  ready  go,  tho'  even  death  to  join  ; 
Herfelf  conceiving  wretched,  thus  depriv'd 
Of  her  Ruggier,  and  hating  that  (he  liv'd. 

39- 

With  all  my  power,  damiel  amorous, 
Myfelf  I  offer,  Bradamant  reply'd, 
Your  taflc  to  do,  both  hard  and  perilous, 
For  other  caufes,  which  I  pafs  afide  ; 
But  more,  a  thing  you  tell  me  of  your  fpoufe, 
Which  of  few  men  been  told  I  have  defcry'd, 
That  he  in  love  is  faithful ;  for  I  fwear, 
I  thought  therein  that  they  all  perjur'd  were. 

40. 

With  ihefe  laft  words  a  figh  (he  did  convey, 
A  figh,  from  out  her  heart  which  ifllied  : 
Then  faid,  Let's  go  :  and,  by  the  foll'wing  day, 
To  th'  ftream  they  came,  and  paflage,  full  of  dread: 
Difcover'd  by  the  guard,  as  was  his  way, 
With  horn  he  to  his  Lord  a  fignal  made  : 
The  Pagan,  as  he  us'd,  his  arms  did  wear, 
And,  at  the  river,  on  the  bridge  himfelf  prepare, 
E  e  41 
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41. 


E-,  come  viumpar  qudla  guerritra, 

7)/  poi  la  a  mo-  ts  fubito  nuna  <•/,-/  ; 

Qiiando  de  Farme,  e  del  dtjlr'ur,  su  ctiera, 

Al  g  an  ffpolcro  oblation  nan  fascia. 

Bradam0ntet  che  fa  fithria  i>era. 

Come  per  lui  msrta  Ifubeila  giacfiat 

Che  FicrdHigi  detto  glie  lavea  \ 

Al  Saracin  fuperbo  rifpondea: 

42. 

Perche  vuoi  tu  bejlial,  cbe  gF  innocent! 
Facciano  pemtenza  del  /«?  falls  ? 
Del  fatigue  tuo  placar  cojiei  convienti^ 
Tu  Vuccidejli)  e  tutfo'l  mondo  faHs. 
Si  cbe  di  tutte  Varme,  e  guernimenti 
Di  tanti,  cbe  gittati  hai  da  cavalla^ 
Oblazione^  e  vittima  piu  accett* 
Avra^  ch'io  te  Fuccida  in  fua  vendetta^ 

43- 

E  di  mi  a  man  le  f.a  piu  grata  il  deno ; 
£hiando<,  come  eila  fu,  fan  donna  anctfia\ 
Ne  qui  venuta  ad  altro  effetto  fono, 
Ch'a  vendicarla  ;  e  quejfo  fol  dijio. 
A'fa  far  tra  noi  prima  alcun  patto  e  buona, 
Che  I  tuo  valor  Ji  compari  col  mio. 
S'ahbattuta  faro,  di  me  far  at 
^tie!,  che  de  gli  altri  tuoi  frig  ion  fat?  hat. 

44-, 

JMas^i&t&fkhattDi  come  io  credo^  e  fpero, 
Guadagnar  vcgllo  il  tuo  cavallo^  e  I'arrni  > 
E  quelle  ojferir  fcle  al  cimitero, 
£ tutte  Taltre  diftaccar  da"  mar  mi ;. 
E  varlio  ;  che  tu  lafd  ogni  guerrlero. 
Rifpofe  Rodomontt',  Giufto  parmi^ 
Che  Jia  come  tu  di,  ma  i  prigion  darti 
Gia  nsnpotrci^  ctfio  non  gli  ho  in  quefte  parti. 

45- 

Jo  gli  ho  al  mio  regno  in  Africa  mandati\. 
Ma  ti  promettOj  e  ti  do  ben  la  fede^ 
Che  fe  m'avvien  per  cafi  inopinati, 
Che  tu  flia  infella,  e  ch'io  rimanga  a  piede? 
Faro^  che  faran  tutti  liberati 
Jn  tanto  tempo,  quanta  Ji  ricbiede 
Di  dare  a  un  mejjb^  elfin  fretta  fi  mandi 
A  far  quel%  che9  s'io  pet-do,  mi  comandi. 

46. 

Ma  fateioccajlardi  jotto,  come 
Piu  ft  convien,   c  cerio  Jo,  che  fa  ; 
Non  vs\  che  lafci  far  me,  tie  il  tuo,  nome, 
C&.ne  di  vinta,  fottyfcrittejja^ 
Al  tuo  bdvifi)  a  begli  occhi,  a  le  cbiome^ 
Ghefpiran  tutti  amore,  e  leggiadria, 
Voglio  donar  la  mia  vittoria,  e  liajli, 
Cbe  ti  difbonga  arnarmi^.  ovf  modiaj}.i\ 


And  when  this  warrior  he  perceiv'd  appear, 
Immediately  he  threaten 'd  her  to  flay; 
And  of  the  hoife  and  arms  which  fhe  did  wear,. 
At  the  grand  fepulchre  an  ofF'ring  pay. 
Bradamant,  who  die  hiftory  knew  clear, 
How  Ifabel  by  him  there  murder rd  lay, 
For  Flordilige  to  her  did  al}  relate, 
TJius  anfwer'd  to  the  Saracin  elate  :. 

42. 

V/hy,  by  the  innocent,  wouldft  thou,  thou  brute,. 
That,  for  thy  crime,  a  penance  fhould  be  done  ? 
With  thy  blood  her  t'  appeafe  would  better  fuit  ^ 
\ou  niurder'd  her,  by  all  the  \vorld  'tis1  known  : 
That,  than  all  arms,  or  ornamental  fuit, 
O'th'  many  you  have  from  their  horfes  thrown, 
Victim  more  acceptable  fhe'll  obtain, 
That,  in  her  vengeance,  you  by  me  are  ftaia. 

4.3' 
And  from  my  hand  the  gift  more  pleas'd  fhe'll  take, 

Since,  as  fhe  was,  I  am  a  woman  too  ; 

And  am  come -hither  only  for  her  fake, 

Her  to  revenge,  and  this  defire  purfue  : 

But  firft,  'tis  good  fome  contract  we  fhould  make, 

As  I  in  valour  now  compare  to  you : 

If  I'm  beat  down,  then  you  with  me  ihall  do, 

As  other  pris'ners-you  have  done  unto. 

44. 

But,  as  I  hope,  and  think,  if  yon  are  thrown, 
Your  horfe  and  arms  I  will  acquire  as  mine, 
And  to  the  tomb  I'll  offer  thefe  alone, 
And  all  the  others  from  the  walls  disjoin  r 
And  will,  you  free  the  warriors  ev'ry  one. 
To  me  feems  juft,  did  Rodomont  rejoin, 
What  you've  laid  ;  but,  the  pris'ners  to  beftowj, 
Not  having  in  thefe  parts,  I  cannot  do. 

45- 

Them  to  my  realm  I've  fent  in  Africa  j 
But  you  I  promife,  plight  my  faith  thereon,. 
That  if  it  chance,  by  unexpected  way, 
You  keep  your  feat,  and  I  on  foot  am  thrown^. 
I  will  to  them  their  liberty  convey, 
Before  the  time,  which  is  requir'd,  be  gone, 
To  give  a  meflage,  which  I'll  fend  with  fpeed, 
To  do,  in  cafe  I  lofe,  what  you've  decreed. 

46. 

But  if,  to  be  brought  down,  fhould  prove  your  fharex 
As  I  for  certain  know,  and  is  moft  fit, 
Your  arms  you  fhall  not  leave,  nor  name  you  bear, 
As  one  fubdu'd,  will  I  have  underwrit : 
To  your  bright  eyes,  thofe  trefTes,  face  fo  fair, 
Which  love  and  delicacy  breathe  outright, 
I'll  dedicate  my  vict'iy,  and  fuffice, 
You  fiat  ycurfelf  to  love  me,  not,  as  now,  defpife. 

47- 
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Jo  f:n  di  tal  valor,  fan  di  talnerlo, 
Ut/aver  non  dei  a1  andar  di 'Jaffa  a  fdegno, 
Surrife  alquanto,  ma  d'un  rifo  ncerlo^ 
Cbe  fece  d'ira  pii(,  cbe  d'aliro  fegno, 
La  donna,  ne  rifpofe  a  quel  fupcrbo  ; 
•Ma  t'.rrib  in  capo  alponticel  di  legnc. 
Sprono  ilcavallo,  e  con  lalancia  d" ,ro 
Venne  «  trover  quelforgogliofo  Mora. 

48. 

Rodomonte  a  la  giojira  s'apparecchia ; 
Viene  a  gran  corf) ;  eft  ttrril>  Ifuona 
II psnte  rende,  cb'intronar  Tore^chia 
Pcio  forfe  a  tnolti)  cbe  Ionian  ne  fono. 
Lfi  landa  d"oro  fe  I'vfmza  veccbia  ; 
Cbe  quel  Pagan  si  dian-zi  i:i  gi&ftra  buons^ 
Le-vo  di  fella )  e  in  aria  lo  f f>fpefs, 
Indi  tut  ponte  a  capo  in  giu  lojtefe. 

s  49- 

Nel  traftajfar  ritnvo  appena  locoy 
(Jve  entrar  col  de/irier  quella  guerriera  ; 
E  fu  a  gran  rifco^  e  ben  vi  rna/ico  poco^ 
Cb'ella  non  trabocco  ne  la  riviera  : 
Ma  Rabicano,  il  quale  il  vento,  e'lfoco 
Concetto  avean,  si  d.-jlro,   ed  agiferat 
Cbe  nelmargine  ejlremo  tro-vb  Jtrada  ; 
E  far  ebb  e  iio  anco  su'n  fil  di  fpada . 

50. 

Ella  ft  volt  a,  c  centra  rabbattuto 
Pagan  ritoria,  e  con  Icggiadro  motto  ; 
Or  puoi,  dijj'e,  Vfder^  chi  abbia  perdut»t 
Ed  a  chi  di  nA  ioccbi  ajiar  di  fotto* 
Di  ntaravi?Jia  il  Pagan  rejla  muto, 
Ch'una  donna  a  ccd-:r  rabbia  condotto\ 
E  far  rifajia  non  pst~e,  o  non  voile ; 
E  fu  come  usm  pien  di  Jhtporet  e  foils. 

51- 

Di  terra  ft  l<vo  tacito,  e  mejlo  j 

£,  pol  ch'andatafu  quattro,  ofeipajji\ 

Lo  faidoy   e  I'elmo,  e  de  /' 'alt  re  arme  il  rejla 

Tuttofi  trajft,  e  gitto  contra  i  fajfi  j 

E  folo,   e  a  pie  fu  a  dileguarft  prejlo  ; 

Non  <  be  ccfnmijfion  prima  non  lafji 

A  un  fuo  fcudier,  che  vada  a  far  Feffetto 

De  i  prigionfuoiy  fecondo  che  fu  detto. 

52. 

Partijfi ;  e  nulla  pot  pi  it  fe  n*intfftt 
Se  non,  cbe Jlava  in  una  grotta  fcura, 
Intanto  Bradamante  aveafofpefe 
Di  foftui  Farme  a  Falta  jepoltura  : 
E  fattone  levar  tuito  ?arn?fe, 
II  qual  de  i  cavalieri  ti  la  fcrittura 
Conobbe  de  la  corte  effer  di  Carlo  : 
Nan  levo  il  "fjioy  e  non  kji ' 


47- 


So  nervous  I,  and  of  fuch  valour  great, 
You  fhould  not  under  me  to  go  difditin. 
Here  fmil'd  a  little,  but,  in  fcornful  rate, 
The  fmile  more  Tign  of  anger  did  contain, 
The  damfel,  nor  reply'd  to  this  elate  ; 
But  tow'rds  the  wooden  bridge  fhe  turn'd  again  : 
Her  palfrey  fpurr'd,  and,  with  her  golden  lance, 
To  meet  this  haughty  Moor,  did  fwif t  advance. 

48. 

Rod'mont  prepares  him  for  the  tournament, 
Comes  on  full  fpeed,  and  fuch  a  mighty  found, 
That  might  have  ftunn'd  the  ears,  the  bridge  now 
Perhaps  of  many  at  great  dUlance  found.          [fcnt, 
The  lance  of  gold  perform'd  it's  old  extent, 
The  Pagan,  erfl  in  tournament  i  .^own'd, 
Hoifts  from  his  faddle,  and  m    ir  1  la  hung, 
And  thence  upon  the  bridge  -head-foremoft  flung.    ' 

49. 

Scarcely  a  place  could  find,  in  parting  o'er, 
Bradamant's  courfer,  whereupon  to  tread, 
And  in  great  rifque  fhe  was,  but  little  more, 
Into  the  river  (he  had  tottered  : 
But  Rabican,  whom  wind  and  fire  had  bore, 
Was  of  agility  fo  dextrous  bred, 
That,  on  the  verge  extream  he  found  his  track, 
And  of  a  fword  would  pafs  ev'n  o'er  the  back. 

50. 

She  turn'd  about,  and  to  the  beaten  down 
Pagan,  retorted  his  farcaftic  fay  : 
Now  you  may  fee,  (he  faid,  who  'tis  haS  won, 
And  which  of  us  'tis,  underneath  muft  lay. 
The  Pagan,  with  amaze,  quite  dumb  was  grown, 
A  woman  to  the  earth  fhould  him  convey  : 
And  neither  could  or  would  he  make  reply  ; 
But  was,  like  fool,  fix'd  in  ilupidity. 

51- 

Himfelf  he  rais'd  from  ground,  filent  and  fad, 
And,  after  four  or  five  fteps  he  had  gone, 
His  fhield,  his  helm,  and  other  arms,  he  had, 
All  he  drew  off,  and  dafh'd  againft  a  ftone  : 
Alone,  on  foot,  in  hafte  retreat  he  made, 
Yet  not  before  he  gave  commiffion 
T'  his  fquire,  that  he  fhould  go,  perform  th'  effect, 
Touching  his  pris'ners,  as  he  did  direcl. 

S2- 

He  goes  :  and  after,  none  of  him  did  hear, 
Save  that  he  tarry'cl  in  a  grot  obfcure. 
In  the  mean  time  did  Bradamante  rear 
.His  arms,  upon  the  lofty  fepulture  : 
And  caus'd  them  thence  th'  accoutrements  to  bear, 
Which  to  the  cavaliers,  by  th'  fignature 
Of  Charles's  court,  fhe  knew  did  appertain  : 
The  reft  fhe  took  cot,  nor  let  them  be  ta'en. 

E  e  2  <?• 
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53; 

Oltr'a  quel  delfigliuot  di  Monodante, 
ft  queldi  Sanfonetto,  e  d'Oliviero, 
Cbe  per  trovare  il  Prin.  ipe  d  Anglante 

tiivi  condujje  ilpiii  dritto  fentiero. 
livi  fur  prejiy  efuro  il  giorno  innante 
Mandati  via  dal  Saracino  ahiero. 
Di  quefti  l"arme  fe  la  donna  torre 
Da  falta  mole,  e  cbiuder  ne  la  torre. 

54- 

T'utte  Faltre  lafcio  pender  da  i  fajfi, 
Che  fur  fpogliate  a  i  Cavalier  Pagani. 
f'eran  I'arme  d'un  Re,  del  qttale  i  pajfi 
Per  Frontalatte  malfur  fpefi,  e  vani : 
Jo  dica  I'arme  del  Re  de'CircaJJi, 
Cbe  dopo  lungo  error  per  colli,  e  piani 
Venne  quivi  a  lofciar  Valtro  deftriero* 
E  poifenz'arme  andojfeae  leggiero. 

S'era  partita  difarmato,  e  a  piede 
£)uel  Re  Pagan  dal  perigliofo  ponte  ; 
Si  came  gli  ultri,   ch*eran  difuafcde, 
Partir  da  fe  lafciava  Rodomont  e. 
Ma  di  tornar  piu  al  campo  nan  gli  dicde 
II  cor ;.  cb*ivi  apparir  non  avria  front  e  ;. 
Che  per  quel,  che  vatitojfi,  trcppo  f cor  no 
Gli  Jar  i  a  farvi  in  tal  guifa  ritorno. 

56. 

Di  pur  cercar  ncvo  defer  lo  prefe 
Colei,  che  fol  avea  fijfa  nel  core  : 
Fu  I'avvenl  *>~a  fua,  che  tojio  intefe 
(lo  non  vifaprei  dir,  cbi  ne  fuautare) 
Ch'ella  tornava  verfo  ilfuopaefe  ; 
Onde  effb,  come  il  punge,  e  fprona  Am  ore 
Dietro-a  la  pejla  fubito  ft  pone  ; 
Ma  tornar  voglio  a  lafiglia  a"  Amone. 

Poi  che  narrate  ebbe  con  altro  fcritto^. 
Come  da  lei  fu  lib  era  to  il  pajjo  j 
AFiordiligiy  cWavea  ilcore  affliitoy 
E  tenea  ilvijo  lagrin.ofo,  e  bajjb, 
Domando  umanamente,  ov'ella  dritto 
Volea,  cbe  fofp,  in  di  par  ten  do, 
Rifpofe  Fiordiligi ;  II  mio  cammino 
Vet,  cbejia  in  Arli  al  campo  Saracino, 

58. 

Ove  navilip,  e  buona  compagnia 
Spero  trovar  da  gir  ne  faltro  tit  a ; 
JMai  non  mi  fermero  fin,  ch'io  nsnjia 
Venvta  al  mio  Signsrc,  e  mio  marito. 
Voglio  tentar ,  percbe  in  prigicnnonjiia^ 
Piu  modi,  e  piu  5   che,femivienfuiUt( 
QueJIo,  che  Rodomonte  t'ba  promejjo, 
Ne  vogtio  avgre  una  ed.  un'altro 


Befide  that  of  the  foil  of  Monodant, 

Was  that  of  Sanfonet  and  Olivier, 

Who,  for  the  Prince  to  fearch  out  of  Anglant,. 

Thither  conducted  were  by  road  mofl  near  : 

Here  they 'ad  been  pris'r.crs  made,  and  had  been  fen<v 

The  day  before,  by  th'  Saracin  fevere  : 

From  the  high  pile  were  order'd,  by  the  maid, 

Their  arms  be  ta'en,  and  in  the  tower  laid. 

She  fuffer'd  a&  the  reft  hang  to  the  flone, 
Which  from  the  Pagan  cavaliers  were  ta'en. 
Arms  of  a  King  there  was,  who  there  came  on,. 
For  Frontalate  his  journey  fpent  in  vain  : 
I  fay  the  arms  Circaffia's  King  did  own, 
Who,  when  long  wand'ring  over  hill  and  plain* 
Came  hither,  and  another  palfrey  left, 
Then  lighter  vrent  away,  of  arms  bereft. 

The  Pagan  King,,  difarm'd,  on  foot,  diflrefs'd,. 
From  the  bridge  dangerous,  his  journey  wenty 
As  to  the  others,  who  his  faith  profefs'd, 
From  him  to  go  Rodomont  gave  confent  : 
But  to  the  camp  again  his  heart  opprefs'd 
There  fuffer'd  not  himfelf  again  prefent, 
As,  for  the  boaft  he  made,  too  great  a  fcorn 
He  muft  endure,  in  fuch  guife  to  return. 

56. 

A  frefh  defire  now  took  him,  to  purfue 
Her,  whom  alone  he  fix'd  had  in  his  heart ; 
As  foon  as  he  of  her  adventure  knew, 
(I  can't  fay  who  this  to  him  did  impart), 
That  to  her  country  fhe  was  turn'd  anew, 
Whence,  him  as  fpurr'd  and  flung  the  am'rous  dart^ 
With  hafte  he  fets  her  footfteps  to  obtain  ; 
But  I'd  to  Amon's  daughter  turn  again. 

57- 

Soon  as,  by  other  writing,  fhe  difpky'd, 
By  her  the  pafs  was  fet  at  liberty, 
To  Flordilige,  with  heart  thro'  grief  difmay'd, 
Who  weeping  flood,  and  with  a  downcaft  eye, 
In  courteous  manner  a  demand  fhe  made, 
Going  from  thence,  whither  her  road  might  lie  t 
Flordilige  anfwer'd  :  My  way  I  intend 
To  Arli,  for  the  Pagan  camp  to  bend.. 

58. 

Where  I  a  veflel,  and  good  company, 
Hope  I  fhall  find,  on  t'other  fhore  to  get ; 
But  I'll  ne'er  flop,  till  I  arriv'd  fhall  be 
To  my  dear  Lord,  and  my  dear  confort  meet :. 
I  will  eflay,  he  may  not  pris'ner  be^ 
By  many  ways,  that  if  fhould  be  deceit, 
In  what  to  you  has  promis'd  Rodomont, 
I  may  be  there,  each  hindrance  to  furmount» 

59- 
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lo  nfoffcrifco,  dijje  Br  adamant  e, 
D 'accomfagnarti  un  pezzi  fie  laj 
Tanto  che  tu  ti  vegga  drli  davante  ; 
Ove  per  amor  rnii  vo',  che  tu  vada 
A  trovar  quel  Ruggier  dd  R.e  Agramante, 
Che  dtl  fuo  notne  ha  piena  ogtti  contrada  j 
E  che  gli  rendi  quejlfrbuon  de/iriero, 
Ondd  abbattuto  ho  ilSaracino  altiero. 

60. 

Voglio,  ch'a  panto  tu  gll  dica  quefto; 
Un  cavalier,  che  di  provar  ji '•  sredc, 
E  fare  a  tut  to' I  mando  manifefto, 
Che  contra  lui  fei  mancator  di  fed:\ 
Ac  do  ti  trovi  apparecchiato,  e  preJJo, 
Shtejio  dejirier,  perch' io  te'l  dia,  mi  dude*. 
Dicey  che  trovi  ttta  piajlra,  e  tua  magliay. 
E  chi  I'afpetti  a  far  te.obattaglia. 

61. 

Digit  quefto,  e  nan  altro  ;  e  fe  qnelvuole 
Saper  da  te,  chi  fon^  <//,  che  nol  fai. 
Quella  rifpofe  umana,  come  fuole; 
Non  farojianca  in  tuo  fervigio  mat 
Spender  la  vita^  non  che  le  parole ; 
Che  tu  ancora  per  me  coiifatto  hal. 
Gra-zie  It  rende  Bradamante,  e  piglia 
Frentino,  e  glie  lo  porge  per  la  briglia. 

62. 

Lungo  il  fiume  le  belle,  e peUegrir.e 
Giovani  vaitnoa  gran  giornate  in  fume  j 
Tanto  che  veggon  y/r//,  e  le  vicine 
Rive  odon  rifonar  del  mar,  che  f>  erne. 
Bradfimante  fi  ferma  a  le  confine 
Qnafi  dSborghi,  ed  a  le  sbarre  ffireme-^ 
Per  dar  a  Fiordiligi  atto  interwllo, 
Che  condnrrt  a  Ruggier  pojja  il.  cavalb* 

63- 
V\en  Fiardiitgi  ;  ed  entra  nel  raflrelh, 

Nfl  pontfy  *  ne  la  porta  *,  e  feco  prendt 

Chi  le  fa  compagnia  fin' a  fojhllo, 

Cvg  abita  Ruggiero  ;  e  quivi  fcende- ; 

E  fecondo  il  mandato,  al  damigelh 

Fa  rambafciata,  e  il  buon  Frontin  gli  rende 

Indi  va,  che  rifyof.a  non  afpetta, 

Ad  efeguire  iljuo  bifogno  in  fretta. 

64,     " 

Ruggier  riman  confufi)  e  in  fen/ier  grandt^. 
E  non  fa  ritrovar  capo,  ne  via 
Di  faper,  chi  lo  sfidi,  e  chi  gli  mantle 
4  dire  oltraggio,  e  a  far  gli  certejia. 
Che  cojiuifenza  fede  lo  domande,. 
O  po/f'a  domandar  uomo  che  fia, 
jVc«  fa  veder,  ne  itaaginare  :  e  prima^ 
Ch'cgn'a!trojla,  che.  Btadamante,  Jlima*, 


59- 

Myfelf  I  offer,  Bradamante  faid, 
Part  of  your  road  you  to  accompany. 
Till  to  you  Arli's  frontiers  are  difplay'd, 
Where  I  would  have  you  go,  for  love  of  me, 
To  find  Ruggier,  in  Agramant's  parade, 
For  fiil'd  each  place  is  with  his  bravery; 
And  that  you'd  give  to  him  this  palfrey  brave, 
Whence  the  proud  Saracin  I  beaten  have. 

60. 

This  I'd  have  punctually  by  you  exprefs'd.- 
A  cavalier,  who  does  to  prove  believe, 
And  unto  all  the  world  make  manifefr, 
That  you,  by  breach  of  faith,  did  him  deceive,, 
That  you  fhould  be  prepar'd  to  try  the  tefr, 
This  horfe  gave  me,  that  it  I  you  might  give  : 
Tell  him  to  take  his  arms,  and  coat  of  mail,. 
And  me  expect  in  battle  him  t'  aflail.- 

This  tell  him,  and  no  more  :  and  if  inclin'd 
To  learn  who  'tis  I  am,  fay,  you  don't  know  : 
She  anfwer'd,  as  fhe  us'd,.  in  manner  kind,, 
I,  in  your  fervice,  never  fhall  be  flow, 
To  fpend  my  words,  or  ev'n  my  life  conjoin'd, 
Who've  been  fo  good  for  me  fo  much  to  do. 
Brad'mant  return'd  her  thanks,  then  takes  Frontin, 
And  held  him  forward  to  her  by  the  rein.. 

62. 

Along  the  ftream  thefe  ftrangers,  damfels  fair^ 
Together,  by  great  flages,  daily  went, 
Till  they  fee  Arli,  and  the  rivers  hear, 
Hard-by,  and  noife  the  foaming  ocean  fent.. 
Bradamant  flopp'd,  upon  the  confines  near 
To  the  out-walls,,  on  the  barrier's  extent, 
To  give  to  Flordilige  what  time  did  need, 
That  fhe  to  Ruggier  might  conduct  the  fteed.. 

63- 

Flordilige  came,  and1  thro*  the  grate  went  in, 
Along  the  bridge  and  gate ;  and  one  did  find 
That  her  companion  was,  to  th'  houfe  wherein 
Ruggiero  dwelt,  and  from  her  horfe  declin'd, 
And  to  the 'youth,  as  fhe  had  order'd  been, 
Her  errand  did,  and  brave  Frontin  refign'd  : 
Then  went  away,  as  anfwer  fhe  don't  need, . 
To  execute  her  own  affairs  with  fpeed. 

64. 

Ruggier  remain'd  confus'd,  in  thought  intent, 
Nor  way  or  method  found,  whereby  to  fee 
And  know,  who  challeng'd  him,  and  to  him  fentr 
Such  outrage,  and  yet  did  him  courtefy  : 
That  him  to  faithlefs  call  he  ihould  invent,, 
Or  fo  to  calLhim  able  one  there  be, 
He  did  not  know,  nor  <ould  he  this  conceive  : : 
lhat  Bradamant  it  was,  did  leaft  believe.. 
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Camp 


Che  fsjft  R.'>d(.nisr.t<>1  era  pin  pr eft o 
j>fdarr:>>  chefoffeahri^  opin'wne ; 
/,',  perche  amor  da  lui  dcbba  ndir  quefls^ 
fcnja,  tiejmaginar  puo  la  cagione. 
Fuor  de  con  lui,  non  fa  di  tnito  il  rejlo 
Del  mondo,  con  chi  lite  abbia  e  ten-zone. 
/tit  auto  la  don?  e  Ha  di  Dor  dona 
Chicdt  baitaglia^  e  forte  i  I  corno  fuona. 

66. 

Y'un  la  nova  a  Mar  ft  Ho  *  e  ad  Agratrante^ 
Ch'un  cavalier  di  fuor  chiedc  battaglia. 
A  cafo  S?rpentin  loro  e>a  avarite, 
Ed  impetro  di  vejlir  pia/lra,  e  maglia\ 
E  promifc  figHar  qne/lo  arrogante. 
II  papal  venne  fopra  la  mnraglia  ; 
Nefakciuilo  re/Jo,  r?e  rejlo  veglio, 
Che  non  foffe  a  veder^  chi  fejje  meglio* 

a  67',  , 
Con  ricca  fji)pravvfjiat  e  bello  arnefe 

Serpentin  da  la  Stella  in  giojlra  venne. 
Al  primo  f  contra  in  terra  ft  dijlefe  ; 
Ildeftrier  aver  parve  a  fuggir  penne. 
Dietro  gli  iorfe  la  donna  cortefe^ 
E  per  la  briglia  alSaracin  lo  tenne ; 
E  dijfe :  Monta,  e  fa  che' I  tuo  Signore 
Mi  mandi  un  cavalier  di  te  migliore. 

68. 

//  Re  African^  cb'era  con  gran  famigiia 
Sopra  le  mura  a  la  giojlra  vicino  ; 
Del  cortefe  otto  ajjaift  maraviglia^ 
Ch'ufato  ha  la  donzella  a  Serpentino. 
Di  ragion  puo  pigliario,  e  non  lo  piglia^ 
Diceva,  udendo  il  popd  Saracino. 
Serpentin  giunge^  e  come  ella  comanda^ 
Un  miglior  da  fua  parte  a  I  Re  domanda. 

69. 

Grand  onto  di  Volterna  furibondo^ 
11  piu  fuperbo  cavalier  di  Spagna^ 
Pregando  fece  si^  che  fu  il  fecondo* 
Ed  ufci  con  minacce  a  la  campagna. 
Tua  cortefia  nulla  ti  vaglia  al  mondo  ', 
Che,  quando  da  me  virito  tu  rimagna^ 
Al  mio  Signor  menar  prefo  ti  vogiio  ; 
Ma  qui  morrai,  iio  pojfi,  come  foglio. 

jo. 

La  donna  dijje  a  lui :  Tua  villania 
Non  vj\  cbe  men  cortefe  far  mi  pojja\ 
Cfrio  non  ti  dica9  che  tu  torni  pria^ 
Chi  su'l  duro  terren  ti  doglivn  l'oj/a. 
Ritorna,  e  dt  al  tuo  Re  da  parte  mia, 
Che  per  Jimili  a  te  ncn  mi  fon  rr.offa  ; 
Ma  per  trorvar  guerrier,  che'l  pregio  vaglia , 
Son  qw,  venuta  a  domandar  battaglia. 


That  it  was  Rodomont,  he  more  inclin'd, 

Than  that  'twas  other,  his  opinion  : 

And  why,  from  him,  he  fhould  fuch  mefHige  find, 

He  thought,  nor  could  conceive  th'  occafion ; 

Save  him,  he  knows  not,  that,  thro'  all  mankind, 

'One  he  has  ftrife  with  or  contention. 

In  the  mean  time,  Dordona's  maid  renown'd, 

The  combat  aflc'd,  and  loud  her  horn  does  found. 

66. 

News  to  Marfilius  came,  and  Agramant, 
That  combat  aflc'd,  without,  a  cavalier : 
With  them  was  Serpentin,  by  accident, 
And  leave  obtain'd  his  coat  of  mail  to  wear, 
And  promis'd,  he  would  feize  this  arrogant : 
The  people  all  up  to  the  walls  repair  ; 
Nor  was  there  prefent,  either  old  or  young, 
To  fee,  which  beft  perform 'd,  who  did  not  throng. 

67. 

In  rich  furtout,  and  fine  accoutrement, 
Serpentin  of  the  Star  to  tilting  fprings ; 
At  the  find  meeting  to  the  earth  he's  fent, 
His  palfrey  feem'd  for  flight  poflefs'd  of  wings : 
Full  fpeed  the  courteous  dame  to  catch  him  went, 
And  by  the  bit  him  to  the  Pagan  brings ; 
And  fays,  Remount,  r.nd  caufe  your  Lord  to  rne 
Send  out  a  better  cavalier  than  thee. 

68 

The  King  of  Afric,  with  great  company, 
Upon  the  walls,  the  tournament  furvey'd  : 
Much  wonder'd,  at  this  act  of  conrtefy, 
Which,  unto  Serpentin,  had  us'd  the  maid  i 
A  right  to  take,  yet  ha'u't  him  taken  he ; 
The  Pagan  people  hearing  all,  he  faid. 
Serpentin  came,  and,  as  (he  did  command, 
For  her,  o'  th'  King,  a  better  does  demand. 

69. 

Grandonio  of  Voltern,  with  fury  prefs'd, 
A  cavalier  the  haughtieft  of  Spain, 
The  fecond  was,  obtain'd  by  his  requeft, 
And  iflu'd  forth,  with  threat'nings,  to  the  plain  : 
Nought  ("hall  avail  your  courtefy  exprefs'd, 
For  when  by  me  you  conquer'd  (hall  remain, 
You  to  my  Lord,  a  pris'ner,  I'll  convey ; 
But,  if  1  can,  as  ufual,  you  I'll  flay. 

70. 

The  Lady  faid  to  him :  Thy  infolence 
Shall  not  have  pow'r  lefs  courteous  me  to  make, 
-That  I  fhould  not  advife  you  turn  from  hence, 
Ere  on  the  earth  your  bones  with  pangs  fhall  fhake  : 
Return,  and,  of  my  part,  inform  your  Prince, 
I  came  not  fuch  as  thee  to  undertake  ; 
But  to  find  warrior  worthy  of  my  hand, 
Here  I  am  come  the  battle  to  demand. 

7*. 
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//  mordace  parlare,  acre,  ed  acerbo 
Cranfoco  al  cor  del  Saracino  attizza; 
Sz  che  fenza  poter  replicar  verbo 
Volta  il  dejirier  con  collcra,  e  con  ftizza* 
Volta  la  donna,  e  contra  quel  fuperbo 
La  I  and  a  d'oro,  e  Rabicano  drizza. 
Come  rafta  fatal  lofcudo  tocca, 
Co  i  picdi  al  cielo  il  Saracin  tralncca. 

72. 

n  dcftrier  la  magnanima  gnerricra 
Gliprefe,  e  diffe :  Pur  te'l  predifs'io, 
6hs  far  la  mia  imbafciata  meglio  t'era, 
Che  di,'  la  giojlra  aver  tanto  difio. 
DJ  al  Re  ti  prego,  che  f nor  de  la  [chiera. 
Elegga  un  cavalier,  che  Jia  per  mio  i 
Ne  voglia  con  voi  altri  affaticarmc, 
Ch'avete  poca  efperienza  a'annc. 

73- 

Quei  da  le  mnra,  che  Jlimar  con  fanno 
Chifta  il  guerriero  in  su  farcion  j/  fa/ik  ; 
£>uei  piu  famofi  nominando  vanno, 
Che  trcmar  li  fan  fpcffo  al  maggfar  caldo. 
Che  Brandimartejiar  molti  cL-tto  hanno  ; 
La  piu  parte  s'acccrda  ejjer  Rina!do. 
Molti  su  Orlando  avzian  fat  to  difegno; 
Ma  ilfno  cafofapean  di  pieta  degno. 

74- 

La  terza  gioftra  iljiglio  di  Lanfufa 
Cbicdendo,  diffe:  Non  che  vincer  ffreri  ; 
J\fla  perche  di  cader  piu  degna  fatfa 
Abbian,  cadendo  anch'io,  quefti  guerrieri. 
E  poi  di  tntto  qnel,  ch'in  gioftra  s'i/fat 
Si  mife  in  punto ;  e  di  cento  deftrieri, 
Che  tenca  injlalla,  d'un  tolfe  I'eletta, 
Cb'avea  il  correre  acconcio^  e  di  gran  fretta. 

75- 

Contra  la  donna  per  gio/lrarji  fecer 
Ma  prima  falutolla,  ed  ella  lui. 
D-iffe  la  donna ,   Sefaper  mi  lece, 
D.itemi  in  cortefta,  chijiate  vui.. 
Di  qucjlo  Ferrau  le  fatisfece, 
Cb'uso  di  rado  di  celarfi  altrui. 
Ella  foggiunfe :  Voi  gia  non  rifiuto, 
Ma  avria  piu  volentieri  altrui  voluto^ 

76. 

E  cbi?  Ferrau  differ  Ella  rifpofe  ; 
Ruggiero  ;  e  appena  il  pete  proferire  ; 
E  fpd)  fe  d'un  color,  come  di  rofe, 
La  belliffima  faccia  in  quefto  dire. 
Soggiunfe  al  detto  poi :  Le  citi  famofe 
Lode  h  tal  proihi  m'han  fatto  venire. 
Altro  non  bramo,  e  d'altro  non  mi  cale, 
L.L-  J.i  frovar,  come  cgli  in  gioftra  vale. 


71- 

This  fpeech  farcaftick,  of  embitter'd  fpite, 
Provok'd  a  mighty  flame  i'  th'  Pagan's  breaft; 
So  that  reply  to  make  not  having  might, 
His  horfe  in  furious  way  he  forward  prefs'd  : 
The  damfel  tnru'd,  and  'gainft  this  haughty  knight, 
Her  lance  of  gold  and  Rabican  addrefs'd : 
Soon  as  his  fhield  had  touch'd  the  fatal  fpear> 
Down  fell  the  Saracin,  his  heels  in  air. 

72- 

The  warlike  heroine  his  palfery 
Took  for  him :  faying,  To  you  I  foretold^ 
'Twas  better  for  you  do  my  embafly, 
Than  fuch  defire  for  tournaments  unfold. 
Pray,  tell  your  King,  from  out  his  company, 
A  match  for  me,  he  choofe  fome  warrior  bold, 
Nor  with  the  reft  fatigue  myfelf  I  will, 
Who  have  in  arms  fo  very  little  fkill. 

73- 

Thofe  from  the  wall,  who  could  no  judgment  frame, 
What  warrior  this  was,  in  his  feat  fo  bold, 
Recount  the  perfons  moft  renown'd  in  fame^ 
Who  made  in  greateft  heat  their  blood  run  cold : 
A  many  of  them  Brandimarte  name ; 
Moft,  that  Rinaldo  'tis,  for  certain  hold; 
Many,  that  'twas  Orlando,  would  have  guefs'd, 
But  knew  the  haplefs  cafe  which  him  diftrefs'd. 

74- 

The  third  tilt  aflc'd,  the  offspring  of  Lanfufe  : 
And  faid,  Not  that  I  conqueft  hope  at  all ; 
But,  for  their  falling,  that  more  juft  excufe 
May  have  thofe  warriors,  fmce  I  alfo  fall : 
And  then,  with  all,  in  tournaments  they  ufe, 
Himfelf  he  fitted ;  and,  from  out  the  ftall 
Of  hundred  horfes  kept,  one  forth  he  chofe, 
To  charge  moft  ready,  and  that  fteeteft  goes. 

75- 

Prepar'd,  againft  the  dame,  in  tilts  to  go ; 
But  firft,  he,  her,  and  him,  faluted  me  : 
The  nymph  faid,  If  I  am  allow'd  to  know, 
Inform  me,  who  you  are,  in  courtefy : 
Of  this  her  foon  did  fatisfy  Ferrau, 
For  feldom  he  was  us'd  to  fecret  be : 
She  then  fubjoin'd,  I  will  not  you  deny, 
But  would  another  have  more  willingly. 

76. 

And  who  is  that  ?  Ferrau  faid  :  She  repfy'd, 
Ruggier  :  and  fcarcely  could  fuch  utt'rance  make;: 
And  with  a  colour,  as  with  rofes,  dy'd 
Her  lovely  vifage,  while  that  word  Hie  fpake : 
Then  to  her  fpeech  fubjoin'd :  That  might  be  tryU 
His  praife  fo  famous,  I  this  journey  take  : 
Other  I  wifh  not,  for  none  elfe  care  I, 
But  him ;  his  ftrength  in  tournaments  to  try. 

7"- 
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Canto  36. 


77- 

Sempllcemente  di/e  le  parole, 
Che  forfe  alcuno  ha  gia  prefe  a  mallzia. 
Rifpofe  Ferrau  :  Primafi  vuole 
Provar  tra  noi,  chi  fa  piu  di  milizia. 
Se  di  me  avvien  qucl,  che  di  molti  fuole^ 
Poi  verr    ad  emendar  la  mia  triflizia 
iQuel  gentil  cavalier,  che  tu  dimoftri 
Aver  tanto  defio,  che  teco  giojtri. 

78. 

Parlando  tutta  volta  la  donzclla 
'Teneva  la  viftera  alta  dal  vifo. 
Miranda  Ferrau  lafaccia  be II a, 
Sifente  .rimaner  mezzo  conquifo ; 
E  taciiurno  dentro  afe  favella, 
£>uejlo  un'Angsl  mi  par  del  Paradifo  ; 
E  ancor  che  con  la  lancia  non  mi  tocchi, 
Abbattutofon  gia  da'fuoi  begli  occhi. 

79- 

Prefon  del  campo;  e  come  a  gli  altri  av venne., 
Ferrau  fe  n'ufc'i  di  fella  netio. 
Bradamante  il  dejlrier  fuo  gli  ritenne^ 
E  dijfe :  Torna,  e  ferva  quel,  c'hai  detto, 
Ferrau  vergognofofe  tie  venne, 
E  ritrovo  Ruggier,  ch'cra  al.cofpetto 
Del  Re  Agramante  ;  e  gli  fecc  fapere^ 
Ch'a  la  battaglia  il  cavalier  lo  chere. 

80. 

Ruggier,  non  conofcendo  ancor  chi  fojje^ 
Che  a  sfidar  lo  mandava  a  la  battaglia  ; 
<j>itaji  certo  di  vincere,  allegrojfe, 
E  le  piafire  arrecar  fece,  e  la  maglia  : 
Ne  I'aver  vifto,  a  le  gravi  percojfe 
Che  gli  altri  fian  cadtiti,  il  cor  gli  fmaglia. 
Come  s'armaffe,  come  ufcijfe,  e  quanta 
,Poi  nefegu),  loferbo  a  l'a,ltro  cant  a. 


77- 


Thefe  words  fhe  uttered  quite  harmlcfsly  ; 
Perhaps  fome  one  has  ta'en  them  in  ill  part: 
Ferrau  then  anfwer'd :  Firft  muft  efiay'd  be, 
Which  of  us  two  kno\vrs  moft  of  warlike  art : 
If,  as  to  many,  fhould  fiill  out  to  me, 
Then  he  amends  (hall  for  my  fault  impart, 
That  cavalier  genteel,  for  whom  you  fliow 
Such  earneft  \vifh,  that  he  fhould  tilt  with  you* 

78. 

Mean  time,  as  thus  her  parley  held  the  maid, 
From  off  her  face  fhe  kept  her  vizor  high ; 
Her  .charming  vifage  when  Ferrau  furvey'd, 
Himfelf  half  conquer'd  he  perceiv'd  thereby  : 
And  filently,  within  himfelf,  he  faid, 
An  angel  this  of  Paradife  I  fpy ; 
And,  me  as  yet  altho'  no  lance  does  (mite. 
Already  I'm  call  down  by  eyes  fo  bright. 

79- 

They  took  the  field :  and,  as  the  other  fpeed,. 
Ferrau  was  out  his  faddle  clean  convey'd : 
For  him,  now  Bradamante  held  his  fteed, 
And  fays_,  Return,  and  mind  now  what  you've  faid  : 
Ferrau,  o'erwhelm'd  with  fhame,  thence  did  recede, 
And  found  Ruggier,  who  in  the  prefeuce  ftay'd 
Of  Agramant,  and  to  him  did  declare, 
That  him  to  combat  call'd  the  cayalier. 

80. 

As  Ruggier,  who  this  might  be,  did  not  know, 
Who  to  the  battle  him  defiance  fent ; 
He  joy'd,  as  certain  him  to  overthrow, 
And  arm'd  himielf  upon  the  fight  intent : 
Nor,  having  feen  the  many'  a  heavy  blow, 
Whence  others  fell,  did  his  heart  aught  relent : 
How  arm'd  he  was,  went  out,  and  what  befel, 
For  t'  other  caato,  I  referve  to  telL 

H. 
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CANTO    XXXVI. 


fOnvien,  che,  oviinquefia,  fempre  cortefe 
^  Sia  un  cor  gentil,  ch'ejjer  non  puo  altra- 
Che  per  natura,  e  per  abito  prefe         mcnte ;~] 
Qiicl,  che  di  mutar  poi  non  e  pojfente. 
Convien,  che,  ovunqnefia,  fempre  palefe 
Un  cor  villanfi  mojlrijimilmente. 
Natura  inchina  al  male,  e  viene  ajarfi 
difficile  a  mutarfi. 


'T"IS  fixt,  a  gen'rous  heart  muft  ftill  remain 
•*•     Courteous,  nor  othensdfe  itfelf  can  (how ; 
Since  't  has  by  nature,  and  by  habit,  ta'en, 
What  afterwards  no  -change  can  undergo : 
'Tis  fixt,  a  heart,  which  wickednefs  does  (lain, 
Muft  it's  enormity  difcover  too  ; 
Nature  inclines  to  ill,  and  ftill  does  make 
Habit  in  us,  which  off  we  hardly  fliake. 


Canto  36. 
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2. 


Di  cortffia,  di  gentilezza  efempi 
Fra  gli  anticbi  guerrier  ft  vider  molti, 
£  pochifra  i  moderni,  ma  degli  empi 
Cojlumi  awien,  ch'ajfai  ne  vegga,  e  afcolti. 
In  quella  guerra  Ippolito,  che  i  Tempi 
Di  fegni  omafte  a  li  nimici  tolti ; 
E  cbe  traefte  lor  galee  captive 
Di  preda  car  the  a  le  pat  erne  rive  j 

Tutti  gli  atti  crudeli,  cd  inumani, 
Cb'ufaJ/e  mai  Tartaro,  o  Turco,  o  Mcro  ; 
Non  gia  con  volonta  de*  fexeziani, 
Cbe  fempre  efempio  di  ginjiizia  foro ; 
Ufaron  rempie,  e  feeler  ate  mani 
De  i  rei  foldati  mercenari  loro. 
Jo  non  dico  or  di  tanti  acctfefochi^ 
Cb'arfon  le  ville,  e  i  nojlri  ameni  Icchi. 

Bencbe  fu  quella  ancor  bruita  vendetta^ 
MaJJimamente  contra  voi,  cb'apprejfo 
Cefare  cffendo,  mentre  Padoa  Jlretta 
Era  cTaJJedio  ;  ben  fapea,  che  fpejjb 
Per  voi  piii  d'una  fiammafu  inter  detta, 
E  fpento  ilfoco  ancor,  poi  che  fu  mejft, 
Da'villaggi)  e  da  tempi  j  come  piacque 
A'Valta  corte/iat  cbe  con  voi  nacque. 

lo  non  park  di  quejlo^  rtl  di  tanti 
Mtri  lor  difcorteji,  e  crudeli  atti ; 
Ma  fol  di  quel^  c^e  trar  da  i  faj/i  i  piavti 
Debbe  poter,  qaal  voltafe  ne  tratti. 
$uel  diy  Signer,  che  la  famiglia  innanti 
vs/lra  mandate  la,  dove  ritratti 
Da  i  legnt  lor  con  importuni  aufpicit 
S'erano  in  luogo  forte  gl'inimici. 

6. 

Qual  Ettorre,  edEnea  fin  dentro  a  i  jlutti, 
Per  abbrucciar  le  navi  Greche  andaro  ; 
I'u'  Ercol  vidi-t  e  nn  Alexandra  indutti 
Da  troppo  ardir  partirft  a  paro,  a  par9y 
E  fpronando  i  de/lrier,  paj/arci  tutti, 
E  i  nimici  iurbar  fin  nel  riparo  ; 
E  gir  si  innanzi,  cb'alfecondo  molto 
dfpro  fu  il  ritornare,  e  al  primo  tolto. 

SalvoJJi  il  Ferruffin^  rejio  il  Cantelmo, 
Cbe  cor,  Duca  di  Sora,  cbe  configlio 
Fu  allara  il  tuo,  che  trar  vedejli  Felnis 
Fra  mille  fpade  al  generofo  Jiglio  ; 
E  menar  prefo  in  nave,  e  Jopra  un  fcbelmo 


Troncargli  ilcapo?  lo  ben  mi  rnaraviglio, 
Che  darti  morte  lo  fpettacol  folo 
Nan  pete,  quanta  ilfirro  al  tuo  fgliualv. 
VOL.  II. 


Many  of  candor,  generofity. 

Examples  have,  'mongft  ancient  warriors  been ; 

Among  the  moderns,  few;  but,  contrary, 

Of  wicked  ways  enough  we  Ve  heard  and  feen 

In  that  war,  Hippolite,  from  th'  enemy 

Taken,  when  you  with  enfigns  deck'd  each  fane  ; 

And  v.'hen  their  captive  galleys  off  you  bore. 

Laden  with  fpoils,  to  your  paternal  more. 

Every  action  cruel,  inhumane, 
Which  ever  practis'd  Tartar,  Turk,  or  Moor, 
Not  with  confent  of  the  Venetian, 
Who've  been  of  jufhce  famples  evermore, 
Practis'd  the  hands  iniquous  and  profane 
Of  their  vile  troops,  the  mercenary  pow'r  r 
I  fpeak  not  of  the  numerous  fires,  whofe  blaze 
Burnt  up  our  towns,  and  many'  a  pleafaat  place. 

4- 

Altho'  this  alfo  were  refentment  bafe, 
And  moftly  againft  you ;  who,  being  near 
To  Czfar,  what  time  Padua  ftreighten'd  wa* 
By  fiege,  it  frequently  was  known  moft  clear, 
By  you  was  interdicted  many'  a  blaze, 
And  the  fire  quench 'd,  tho'  after  lighted  'twere, 
Of  village,  temple,  as  that  courtefy 
Pleas'd,  which  you  fliar'd  from  your  nativity. 

Of  this  I  fpeak  not,  nor  of  ev'ry  one 
Their  other  cruel  and  difcourteous  deed ; 
But  of  that  only,  which  draw  tears  from  ftone, 
As  oft  as  it  is  treated  of,  muft  need : 
That  day,  my  Lord,  when  you  before  fent  on 
Ycur  family,  unto  that  place,  where  fled, 
With  aufpices  unhappy,  from  their  fleet, 
The  enemy  into  ftrong  place  did  get. 

6. 

As  Hector,  as  ./Eneas,  to  the  flood, 
To  fet  in  flames  the  Grecian  navy,  went, 
So  Alexander,  Hercules  endu'd 
With  too  much  courage,  join'd  together  bent, 
And,  their  fteeds  fpurring,  did  thro'  all  obtrude, 
And  the  foe  harrafs'd  in  their  entrenchment ; 
And  pulh'd  fo  forward,  to  recede  again 
Hard  to  the  fecond,  from  the  firft  was  ta'ea. 

7- 

Ferruffin  'fcap'd,  Cantelmo  did  remain  : 
What  heart,  O  Sora's  Duke,  what  ientiment 
Was  yours  then !  when  you  faw  the  helmet  ta'ea, 
MVlidfi  thoufand  blades,  from  your  fon  excellent  ? 
And  captive  led  to  th'  fleet,  in  a  fluff  lain 
His  head  cut  off.    I'm  in  aftonifhment, 
'  That,  to  thee  death  to  give,  the  fight  alone 
Not  able  was,  as  did  the  fteel  your  foa. 
Ff 
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8. 


8. 


Sdiavon  crude!?,  cnde  bat  tv  U  msdo 
D':  la  -mihzia  •'   'In  qual  Scitia  iintcnde, 
Ctiucuci^r  Ji  dcbba  .'/;.',  pc-i  ch'c^'i  c  prefo, 
Che  rcndci'arnr,  c  pi  \  i;in  Ji  difc-.dc  • 
Dunrj'te  iiccidcjti  In:,  pt-rckt  ha  d  iff  ft 
J.i  piit'-'ui'?  'It  SoL  ;•:  torto  r,ggi  r  if  p  lends  > 
Crude!  fecch,  poi  che  picno  fei 
Di  Ticfti,  di  T  ant  all,  c  di  -Atrci. 

9- 

Feftit  Barbar  crttdfl,  di!  capo  famo 
11  pin  ardito.gitrzcn,  *che  di  fits.  ctndc 
Fojfc  da  nn  polo  a  I'uttro,  c  da  Te/h-frrn 
Lifo  dc  grindi  ii  quello,  ove  il  Sol  -cadi:. 
Potea  in  slntrtpofago,  in  Polifemo 
La  btlta,  'e  'gli  annifirti  trovar  pietade  z 
I\Ia  non  in  te,  piii  cntdv,  c  prufelhne 
jyc'gni  Cickpt:,  e  d'cgni  Leftrigone. 

10. 

Simile  efempio  non  credo,  che  ft  a 
Fra  gli  antu-tn  i^ucrricr  ;  dcqua'i  glijtudi 
Tutti  fur  gcntilezzn,  c  cortffia  ,• 
}fe  dopo  la  vittoria  crano  cnidi. 
Bradaniiints  non  fol  non  era  ria 
A  qiici,  cb'avca  taccando  lor  gli  fcmii 
Fat  to  nfcir  de  la  fcllh  ;  ma  temn 
Lo.ro  i-c'avtilli,  e  riniontar  facca. 

1  1. 

Di  quejla  donna  vakrofa  r  bellh 
lo  -ji  dijji  di  fopra,  che  abbattuto 
Avzva  Serpent  in,  qucl  da  la  Stella*. 
(trandonio  di  Voltcrna,  e  ¥errautor 
E  ciafcim  d'cjji  poi  rimcjjo  in  fella  ; 
E  dlj/i  ancor,  cbe'l  terzo  era  vcnuto 
Da  lei  mandate  a  disfular  Rwggiero 
La,  dove  erajlimata  un  eavaliero. 

12. 

Ritggicr  tenne  limnto  allegramente  ,• 
£  I'armaturafiiafece  venire. 
Or  mentre,  che  s'armava  a!  Re  prefcnte^ 
Tornaron  quei  Signer  di  nuovo  a  dire, 
Cbifoffe  il  cavalier  tanto  eccellente, 
Che  di  lanciafapca  si  ben  ferire  ; 
E  Per  ran,  che  parlato  gli  avea, 
Fu  dcmanduto,  fe  lo  conofcca. 


Ferrau  :  Tenete  ccrto, 
Che  non.  e  alcun  di  qnci,  ch'avete  detto, 
A  me  parea,  che'l  vidi  a  vifo  aperto, 
II  f  rat  el  di  Rinaldo.giovinetto. 
Ma,  poi  ch'io  n'ho  I'alto  valore  efperto^ 
E  fo,  che  non  puo  tanto-  Ricciardetto, 
Penfo,  che  Jia  la  fua  Sorella,  molto, 
Per  quel,  ch'io  riodo,  a  luifmil  di  volt 


Sclavonian  bafe,  whence  didft  the  art  attain 
Of  \varfare  ?  in  what  Scythin  \vr.s  't  e'er  kno\\f«, 
That,  after  pris'nei  made,  one  jfhoivld  be  fia'm  ? 
\vh'\.  making  no  defence,  his  svms  lays  do\vn  ? 
Slay'it  thou  then  httn,  becaufe  he  does  fivftain 
His  country  ?  Why  now  on  thee  tones  the  fuiv, 
fterbarous  age,  feeing  that  full  thou  beefl 
Of  iuch  as  Atreus,  Tantihrs,  Thyeft. 


You,  dire  Barbarian,  taus'd  to  flow  a 

Of  the  beft  blood  e'er  was  in  any  Irate, 

Trom  pole  to.  pole,  and  quite  from  the  e&treafa 

Of  India's  (horc  to  \vherc  the  Sun  does  iet. 

An  Anthropophagus,  fe  Polypheme 

Kis  beauty,  years,  couM  make  compaffionrtre; 

But  could  not  thee,  more  fierce,  more  fmird'roiis  one, 

Than  any  Cyclops,  any  Ltftrigon. 

10. 

A  like  example,  I  believe,  ain't  be 
'Mong  th'  ancient  \varriors,  Avhofe  ftndles  Were 
All  on  deportment  gallant,  eouftefy  ; 
Kor,  after  conqueft,  wonld  't-h^y  be  levere  . 
Brad'mant,  not  only  a<5ts  not  rigicUy 
To  thofe,  whofe  fhield  tvhen  touching  with  'her  fpear, 
She  caus'd  their  laddies  quit,  but  did  retain 
Their  fteeds  for  them,  and  made  'them  mourit  ngain. 

i  r. 

Of  this  fame  lady,  valorous  and  fair, 
Before  I  told  you,  that  flic  had  beat  doU'fi 
!Brave  Serpentin,  the  knight  who  bore  the  flat, 
And  Ferrau  too,  afnd  of  Voltern  Grandone  ; 
Aud  then  that  all  replaced  in  faddle  were  : 
And  alfo  told  you,  fhat  Ferrau  was  gone, 
By  her  commiflion'd,  to  defy  "RuggieT, 
Thither,  where  fhe  was  deem'd  a  cavalier- 

12. 

Ruggier  accepts  the  fummons  with  delight, 
To  him  to  bring  his  armour,  them  he  made  ; 
Now,  while  himfelf  he  arm'd,  in  the  King's  fight, 
The  lords,  anew,  amongft  each  other  faid, 
Who  might  this  be  fo  excellent  a  knight, 
That  with  fuch  ikill  to  flrike,  his  lance  conrey'd  r 
And  Ferrau,  who  with  hiin  had  converfe  hdd, 
Was  alk'd,  if  wliom  he  tvae,  he  had  reteaPd. 

J3- 

Ferrau  in  anfwer  faid,  Be  ceftify'd, 

That  'tis  not  one  of  thofe,  whom  ye  have  guefs'd: 

He  feem'd  to  me,  his  open  face  -who  fpy'd, 

The  brother  of  Ririald  of  age  the  leaft  : 

But,  fince  that  lofty  valour  I  have  rry'd, 

And  know,  of  fuch  Ricciardet  i'  n't  po/fefs'd, 

I  think,  it  is  his  fitter  ;  as  I  hear, 

Her  look,  of  him>  does  much  refemblance  bear. 

14. 
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Ella  ha  benfama  d'ejjer  ftrte  o  pare 
Dtlfuo  Rinaldo,  e  d'ogni  Paladino. 
Ma,  per  quanta  io  ne  leggo  oggi^  vii  pare, 
Cbe  val  piu  del  frattl,  pi  it  del  cugino. 
Come  Ruggier  lei  ftnte  ricordare* 
Delvermiglis  color,  cbi  I  mattutino 
Sparga  per  I* aria,  fi  dipinge  in  face'' a  ; 
E  nel  cor  trema,  e  non  fa  cbe  Jifaaia, 

A  que/Jo  annunzioJ}imfAato,  e  punto 
Da  r  aworofo  Jlral  dentro  infi 
E  per  Pojfa  Jenfi  tutto  in  un  t 
Correr  un  ghiaccia^  cbe' I  timor  vi 
Timor ,  ch'un  nuovj  fdegno  abbia  confunto 
'~^uel  grattde  amort  cbe  gia  per  lui  si  farfe. 

'/  do  confufa  non  Ji  rijolvea^ 
S'incontra  ufcirtet  o  pur  rejlar  dovta* 

16. 

•Or  quivi  ritrovandsfi  Marfija^ 
Cbe  d'ufcirt  a  la  giojira  avca  gran  yogi  a , 
Ed  era  armatay  percbc  in  altra  guifa 
E"  raro^  o  notte,  o  dit  cbe  tu  la  coglia  ; 
SentenJo,  cbe  Ruggier  s'arma,  s'avvifa, 
Cbe  di  quella  vittoria  ella  Ji  fpoglia  y 
Se  lafcia^  cbe  Rnggiero  efca  fuor  prirna  : 
Penfa  ire  innanzit  e  avere  il pregiojiima. 

Salta  a  cavallo,  e  vien  fpronando  in  fret  la, 
Ove  nel  campo  la  figlia  a"  Amc-nt 
Con  palpitantc  cor  Rvggiero  ajpetta> 
Defiderofa  farfelo  pngjone ; 
£  penfafoly  eve  la  land  a  meita, 
Percbe  del  co!po  abbia  minor  lefiont. 
Alarffa  Je  ne  vicnfuor  de  la  portat 
£  fipra  Pelmo  una  Fenice  ports  : 

18. 

O  fia  per  fua  fuperbia ,  dinotandi 
Se  Jlejfa  unica  almondo  in  ejjer  forte  ; 
O  per  fua  cafta  intenzion  igdando 
Di  viver  fempre  mai  fenza  conforte. 
La  figliuola  d*  Aman  la  mira  \  (  quartdo 
Lefattezze^  cb'afnava^  nonbafcorte^ 
Came  Ji  nomi  le  damanda  ;  ed  cde 
EJJer  colei,  cbe  del  fuo  amor  ft  godc  : 

19. 

O  per  dir  meglio^  ejfer  colei,  cbe  credit 
Che  goda  del  fuo  amor  ;  coUiy  cbe  tanta 
Ha  in  od'tO)  e  in  ira*  cbe  mirir  Ji  vedet 
Se  fopra  lei  non  vcndica  il  fuo  plants. 
Volta  ilcavalh,  e  can  gran  furia  ricdct 
Non  per  difio  di  porla  in  ttrra,  quanta 
Di  paj/arle  con  Cajia  in  mezzo  il  pcttot 
£  libera  rejlar  d'cgni  fofputo. 


She  is  well  fam'd,  to  equal  braVi-y  iliarc 
With  her  Rinald,  and  every  Paiavlin ; 
But,  as  I  find  to  day,  it  does  appear, 
That  fhe  exceeds  her  brother  and  her  kip. 
As  her,  Ruggiero  mentioned  did  hear, 
Of  the  vermilion  colour,  which  morning 
Spreads  thro'  the  air,  his  vifage  took  the  four ; 
In  heart  he  trembles,  nor  kno\vs  what  to  do. 

*5- 

Stung  and  tormented,  at  this  cmbafTy, 
By  th'  am'rous  dart  he  felt  hitnfelf  on  fire, 
And  thorough  all  his  bones  immediately 
A  trickling  chill,  which  dread  did  there  infpire  ; 
Dread,  left,  by  new  difdain,  confum'd  fliould  be. 
Which  once  for  him  ib  burnt,  that  fond  deiire : 
Nor  could  refolve,  in  this  confufed  way, 
If  he  mould  go  to  meet  her,  or  fliould  lUy. 

16. 

At  this  time,  being  prefent  there  Marphife, 
Who  to  go  to  the  tilt  was  ftrong  inclin'd, 
And  armed  was ;  for  that,  in  other  guife, 
'Tis  rare,  that,  night  or  day,  you  IV-T  can  find, 
Perceiving  Ruggier  arm  him,  fhe  defcries, 
She  lets  this  vicTry  be  from  her  disjoin'd, 
If  fhe  permits  Ruggier  firit  to  go  out ; 
To  foremoft  go,  and  have  the  prize,  fhe  thought. 

Leaps  on  her  fteed,  and,  fpurring,  flies  in  -hafte, 
Where,  on  the  field,  the  daughter  of  Amon 
Expefted  Ruggier,  with  a  panting  brealt, 
Her  prifoner  to  malv<:  him,  fet  upon ; 
And  thought  alom;,  where  might  her  lance  be«phc'd, 
Where  might  leaft  hurt  be  to  his  perfon  done. 
Marphifa  forth  the  portal  forward  prefs'd, 
A  Phaenix  on  her  helmet  was  the  creft  : 

18. 

Whether  it  were  her  pride,  thus  making  known 
Herfelf  alone  on  earth  fo  brave  to  be ; 
-Or,  praifing  thuc  her  chafte  intention, 
To  live  from  marriage  bonds  for  ever  free. 
Her,  when  furvey'd  the  daughter  ot  Amon, 
Nor  did  thofe  features,  which  fhe  lov'd,  now,  fee, 
She,  what  her  name  might  be,  demon  .Is,  and  hears, 
Tis  her,  who  in  her  paffion  interferes. 

19. 

Or,  to  fpeak  better,  her,  (he  did  believe, 
Enjoy'd  her  love,  and  whom  fhe  hated  fa. 
And  had  in  ire;  fhe  fees  fhe  cannot  live, 
If  fhe  could  not  on  her  revenge  her  v/o  • : 
She  turns  her  deed,  back  with  great  rage  docs  drive^ 
Not  fo,  in  wifh  her  on  the  earth  to  throw, 
As  with  her  fpear  to  pafs  her  thro'  the  breaft, 
And,  freed  from  alLfufpiciou,  be  at  reft. 

Ff   *  --0- 
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20. 


forza  e  a  Marffa,  cb'a  qurl  colpo  i-vda 
.Y  provar,  fiL  terreno  e  OttfV,  o  molle  ; 
E  '-ofa  tanto  infolita  le  accada, 
Cl/ella  n'e  per  venir  di  fdegxo  folk. 
Fu  in  terra  append,  cbe  trojje  la  f pa  a  a, 
E  vfndicar  di  quel  cader  Ji  vcl-e. 
La  figliutla  d1  Amon  non  meno  altiera 
Crida :  Cbe  fai?  tufei  mia  prigioniera. 

21. 

Sf  ben  ufo  con  gli  altri  cortejia, 
Ufar  teco,   Marfifa,  r.on  la  voglio, 
Come  a  co'ei,  cbe  d'ogni  villania 
Odo,  cbe  fei  dotata,  e  a"  ogni  orgcglio. 
Marfifa  a  quel  parlar  fremer  s'udia, 
Come  un  vento  manna  in  uno  Jlcglio. 
Grida  ;  ma  si  per  rabbia  fi  confonde, 
Che  non  puo  efprimer  fuor,  quel  cbe  rifponde. 

22. 

JlJena  la  fpada^  e  piu  ferir  non  mira 

Lei,  che'l  de/lrier,  nel petto,  e  ne  la  panda. 

Ala  Bradarnante  at  fuo  la  briglia  gira, 

£  quel  da  parte  fublto  fi  lancia  ; 

£  ti-'tto  a  un  tempo  can  difdegno,  edira 

La  figliuola  d1  Amon  fpinge  la  lancia  , 

E  con  quella  Marfifa  tocca  appena, 

Cbe  la  fa  riverfar  fopra  V arena. 

23- 

dppena  clla  fu  in  terra,  cbe  rizzojje, 
Cercando  far  con  la  fpada  matcpra. 
Di  nuovo  Fajta  Bradamante  mojje  ; 
E  Marfifa  di  ntiovo  ando  Jbzzopra. 
Rencbe  poffente  Bradamante  fijfit 
Non  pero  si  a  Marfifa  era  di  fopra, 
Cfje  I'aveJJe  cgni  colpo  river  fata  ; 
Ma  tal  virtu  ne  Fajia  era  incantata. 

24. 

Alcun't  cavalieri  in  quejfo  mezzo, 
Aicuni  dico  de  la  parte  ncftra, 
Se  nerano  venuti,  dove  in  mezzo 
L'un  campo,  e  I'altro  Ji  facea  la  gisjlra  ; 
(Cbe  non  eran  lontani  un  miglio,  e  mezzo*} 
Yediita  la  virtu,  cbe' I  fuo  dtrnojlra  ; 
s  //  fuo,  cbe  nan  csncfcono  altramente, 
Cbe  per  un  cavalier  de  la  lor  genie. 

25. 

Quefti  vedendo  il generofo  figlio 
DI  'Trciano  a  le  mura  approjjimarfiy 
Per  ogni  cafo-,  e  per  ogni  periglio 
l\on  volfe  fprsweduto  ritrsvarfi • : 
£  fe,  cbe  moiti  a  larme  dier  di  pigliot 
E  cbe  fuor  de  i  rjpari  apprefentarft, 
'Trs  quefti  fu  Ruggiero,  a  cut  la  fretta 
Di  Marfija  la  gicjlra  avea  inter cetta* 


Forc'd  is  Marphifa,  at  this  flroke,  to  go 
To  prove,  if  hard  or  foft  might  be  the  plain ; 
And  thing  fell  out,  fhe's  fo  unufed  to, 
That  flic's  almoft  diffracted  with  difdain  : 
Scarcely  on  earth  was  fhe,  her  fword  fhe  drew, 
And  for  this  fall  the  vengeance  would  obtain  ; 
But  Amon's  daughter,  not,  than  her,  lefs  proud, 
What  doft  thou  ?  thou  'rt  my  prifoner ;  call'd  aloujil 

21. 

Altho'  I  ufe  with  others  courtefy, 

To  thee,  Marphife,  I  will  not  that  difpeafe, 

As  unto  one,  who,  with  all  villainy, 

I  hear  endow'd  ar't,  and  all  infolence  : 

Marphife  was  heard  to  rage,  at  this  parley, 

As  on  the  rock  at  fea  the  ftorm  immenfe 

Roars;  but  her  fury  fo  does  her  confufe, 

That  what  fhe'd  anfwer,  fhe  could  not  produce. 

22.  heedj 

She  wheels  her  fword,  and  more,  to  ftrike,  don't 
Her,  than  her  palfrey,  in  the  paunch  and  breafl ; 
But  Brad'mant,  with  the  bit  turns  round  her  fleed, 
And  fuddenly  him  to  one  fide  addrefs'd  : 
And,  with  difdain  and  ire,  in  utmoft  fpeed, 
Her  lance  now  Amon's  daughter  forward  prefs'd, 
And  with  it  fcarcely  fhe  Marphifa  reach'd, 
But  her  again  upon  the  fand  fhe  ftretch'd. 

23- 

She's  fcarce  on  ground,  but  up  again  does  rear, 
Seeking  fome  miichief  with  her  fword  to  do ; 
But  Bradamant  anew  advanc'd  her  fpear, 
And  topfy-turvy  went  Marphife  anew  : 
Altho'  mofl  pow'rful  Bradamante  were, 
Yet  did  fhe  not  Marphife  fo  much  outdo, 
That  fhe,  at  ev'ry  ftroke,  fhould  turn  her  o'er, 
But  the  enchanted  lance  fuch  virtue  bore. 

24. 

Some  certain  cavaliers,  during  this  fray, 
Some,  I  would  fay,  of  thofe,  were  of  our  fide, 
Were  thither  forward  come,  where,  in  mid-way, 
'Twixt  one  and  t'  other  camp,  the  tilt  was  try'd ; 
For,  as  but  at  a  half  league's  diftance,  they, 
The  valour,  which  their  friend  had  fhown,  defcry'd: 
Their  friend,  for  her  no  otherwife  they  knew, 
Than  for  a  cavalier  of  their  own  crew. 

When  them  difcovered  the  gen'rous  fon 
Of  Trojan,  as  towards  the  walls  they  bent, 
For  ev'ry  danger,  each  occafion 
Not  to  be  found  unguarded,  he's  intent : 
And  caus'd,  that  many  put  their  armour  on, 
And  forth  the  ramparts  fhould  themfelves  prefent : 
'Mongft  thofe  Ruggiero  was,  to  whom  the  fpeed 
Did,  of  Marphife,  the  tournament  impede. 

26. 
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26. 


V 'innamorato  giovine  mirando 
Stava  ilfuccejj'o,  e gl't  tremava  i  I  core, 
Da  la  jua  cara  moglie  dubitando, 
Che  di  Marfifa  ben  f ape  a  il  valor  e. 
Dubito,  dico,  nel  principio,  quando 
Si  mofje  I'una,  e  I' altra  con  furore  : 
Ma  vijfa  poi,  come  fuccej/e  ilfatto, 
Rejio  maravigliofo ,  ejlupefatto. 

27. 

E,  poi  che  fin  la  lite, lor  nan  ebbe. 
Come avean I'altre  avute  al primo  incontro  j 
Nelcor  profondamentegli  ne'ncrebbe, 
Dubbiofo  pur  di  qualche  Jlrano  incontro. 
De  Tuna  egli,  e  de  I' 'altra  il  ben  vorrebbe  ; 
Ch'ama  ambedue ;  non  che  da  porre  incontro 
Sien  queJJi  amori :  eTunjjamma,  e  fur  ere; 
L'altro  benivolenza  piu  ch'amore. 

28. 

Partita  volentier  la  pugna  avria, 
Se  con  fit o  onor  potato  avej/e  farlo. 
Ma  quei,  ch'eg/i  avea  feco  in  compagnia, 
Perche  non  vinca  la  parte  di  Car  Jo, 
Che  gia  lor  par,  eke  fuperior  nefia, 
Saltan  nel  campo,  e  vogliono  turbarh. 
Da  I' altra  parte  i  cavalier  Crijliani 
Si  f anno  innanzi,  e  fon  quivi  a  le  mani. 

29. 

Di  quay  di  la  gridarfj  fentea  Tarme, 
Come  ufati  eran  far  quafi  ogni  giorno. 
Monti  chi  e  a  pie,  chi  non  e  armato  s'arme, 
A  la  bandiera  ogn'unfaccia  ritorno; 
Dicta  con  chiaro,  e  bellicofo  car  me 
Piu  d'una  tromba,  che  fcorrea  d'tntorno, 
E,  come  quelle  fuegliano  i  cavalli, 
Svegliano  i  fanti  i  timpani,  e  i  taballi. 

30. 

La  fcaramuccia  fiera  e  fanguinofa 
£>uanto  fi  pojja  imaginar^  ft  me  fee. 
La  Donna  di  Dor  dona  valorofa, 
A  cui  mirabilmente  aggrava,  e  increfce, 
Che  quely  di  ch'era  tanto  dijiofa, 
Di  par  Marfifa  a  morte,  non  riefce; 
Di  qua,  di  la  fi  vo/ge,  e  Ji  raggira, 
Se  Ruggier  puoveder,  per  cui  ^ofpira. 

31- 

La  riconofce  a  T  Aquila  d'argento, 
C'ha  ne  lo  fcudo  azurro  il  giovinttto : 
Ella  con  gli  occhi,  e  col  penfitro  intento, 
Siferma  a  coniemplar  le  fpalle,  e' I  petto., 
Le  leggiadre  fattezze,  e  I  msvimento 
Pieno  di  grazia ;  e  poi  con  gran  difpetto> 
Jmaginando,  ch ' altra  nc  gioijfe, 
Da  furore  ajfahta  con  difle. 


26. 

Th'  enamour'd  youth  flood  looking  all  about, 
For  the  fuccefs  his  heart  with  terror  beat, 
For  his  beloved  confort  now  in  doubt, 
As  of  Marphife  he  knew  the  prowefs  great : 
He  doubted  firft,  I  fay,  when  they  fet  out, 
Mov'd  with  fuch  fury,  to  each  other  meet ; 
But,  after  feeing  what  was  the  event, 
He  fix'd  remained  in  aftonifhment. 

27- 

And  feeing  that  the  contefl  had  not  end, 
As  had  the  others  had,  at  the  firfl  bout, 
With  forrow  moft  profound  his  heart  did  rend, 
Of  fome  furprifmg  accident  in  doubt : 
For  one  and  t'other's  good  his  wiih  did  tend ; 
For  he  loves  both  ;  yet  can't  oppos'd  be  put 
Thefe  loves ;  for  one  does  flame  and  fury  prove, 
T'other  benevolence  is,  more  than  love. 

28. 

He  would  have  flop'd  the  combat  willingly, 
If,  with  his  honour  he  could  this  have  done  ; 
But  they,  he  had  with,  him  in  company, 
Left  conqueft  (hould  by  Charles's  knight  be  won, 
Who  feenvd  to  have  the  fuperiority, 
Would  him  difturb,  and  to  the  field  they  ri:n ; 
And  on  the  other  fide  each  Chriftian  knight 
Came  forward,  fo  they're  foon  engag'd  in  fight. 

29. 

This  fide  and  that,  to  arms,  the  cry  they  hear, 
As  they're  accuflom'd,  almoft  ev'ry  day  : 
Thofe  on  foot  mount,  th'  unarm'd  their  arms  prepare 
Each  of  ye  to  your  flandards  make  your  way, 
In  warlike  modulation,  faid,  and  clear, 
Many  a  trumpet,  which  did  round  difplay  : 
And  juft  as  thefe  awak'd  the  cavalry, 
The  drums  and  tymbals  rouz'd  the  infantry. 

3°- 

The  fkirmifh  terrible  and  fanguinous, 
As  much  as  could  imagin'd  be,  ftill  grew  : 
The  lady  of  Dordona  valorous, 
Whom  it  caus'd  wond'roufly  to  grieve  and  rue, 
That  that,  of  which  fh'  'ad  been  fo  emulous, 
To  put  Marphife  to  death,  would  not  enfue  ; 
This  fide  and  that  did  turn  about  and  wind, 
If  Ruggier,  whom  fhe  figh'd  for,  fhe  could  find. 

3!.» 

Him,  by  his  argent  eagie,  well  fhe  knew, 
Which  the  youth  bore,  on  azuire  fhield  imprefs'd  : 
She,  with  her  thought  intent,  and  ftriaeft  view, 
Stops,  to  contemplate  o'er  his  fhoulders,  breaft, 
His  movement,  features,  which  fo  charming  fhew, 
So  full  of  grace  :  Then,  with  vaft  fpite  poffefs'd, 
Imagining  another  them  enjoy'd, 
Such  way  fhe  fpoke,  by  fury  great  annoy'd. 
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32- 

Dunqnf  baciur  a  bflle,  e  deh'ttabbia 
./),,•->.'•  ri.'tia,  ft  boritir  run  k  pifi'ro  ? 
Jl:  non  fia  vert  giii^  ch'.-iltra  mai  t'abbia^ 
Che  d'aitrti  rjj'er  ntn  dei,  fe  wn  fci  T?;/J, 
Pin  tifla,  che  ntorir  fola  di  rabbi 'a , 
Cbe  nteco  di  mia  man  mriori,  dijio : 
Cbe  fe  ben  qui  ii  perdi,  almen  I'inftrno 
Pel  mi  ti  rcnda,  ejiii  tneco  in  cternt. 

£V  tu  m'tKciMt  e  ben  ration,  eke  deggi 
] Jar  mi  dt  Id  vendetta  a~nco  confirto  : 
Cbi;  vogliyn  ttitti  gtl  or  dim,  e  If  leggi, 
Cbe  cbi  da  morie  altrui,  debba  ej/er  worts: 
2\Tc  par,  cb'anco  il  tuo  danno  il  mio  pareggi, 
Cbe  tu  tmtori  a  fa  giant,  io  miro  a  torto. 
Faro  msrir  cbi  brama,  oime  !  cb'io  mera9 
jMn  tu  crudel  {hi  t'arna,  e  cbi  t'adora. 

34- 

Pt-rcbe  non  dei  tu,  tnana,  effere  ardi'a 
D'aprir  colferro  al  mivn'mice  ilcore? 
Che  tante  volte  a  marts  nth*  ftrita 
Sotto  la  pace  infecurta  £  Amrre  : 
Ed  or  pub  confentir  tormi  la  vita^ 
Ne pur  aver  pieta  del  into  dclore. 
^Contra  qitejlo  ernpio  ardifci,  animo  forte^ 
f^ndi^a  mi  lie  true  con  la  Jua  morte. 

-Gli  fprona  contra  in  quejto  dir ;  ma  prirna, 
•Guardati,  grida,  perfah  Ruggiero. 
Tu  nan  andral,  s'io  psjjoy  de  la  optma 
Spoglia  del  cor  a" una  donzdla  altiero. 
Come  Ruggiero  ode  il  par  lore  ^  eti'ima, 
Che  fia  la  moglie  jua,  com  (ra  in  I't^'c  ; 
La  cut  I'occ  in  memoria  si  bene  ebbtt 
'Cb'in  mille  riconofcer  la  potreblc. 

36. 

Ben  penfa  quel,  che  J<:  parole  dennt 
Vdete  inferir  piuy  cb'ella  Faccufa, 
Cbe  la  convention,  cb'infiemt  fttmo, 
Ken  Ic  offervava  j  onde  per farne fcufa 
Di  volerle  -parlor  It  fee  e  cenno  : 
Ma  quella  gia  con  la  vifiera  chlufa 
Ven'ia  dal  dolor  fpinta,  e  da  la  rnbbia 
Pfrporhy  e  firj'e  ove  ncn  era  fobbia . 

Quando  Ruggier  hi  vedetanto  aceefa^ 

Hi  ri/trirgt:  ne  I'arme,  e  Tie  la  fella. 

La  lane ia  arre/ta,  ma  la  tienfofpefa, 

Piegata  in  parte,  eve  non  neccia  a  quella. 

La  Donna,  ch'aferirlo,  e  a  fargli  ojfefo 

Venla  am  menje  di  pietu  rubella  ; 

Non  pote  fofcrir,  came  fu  appr<Jfi, 

Di  pork  in  terra ,  4  fargli  9itraggiQ*efpr(Jfi, 


Shall  other  then  falute  thofe  lip$  (b  fweet, 

So  fair  ?  if'  them  to  kifs  unable  I  ? 

Be  it  not  true,  other  you  e'er  ftiould  get, 

You  (han't  be  other's,  though  you  me  deny  : 

Rather  than  die  alone,  by  fury  great, 

I  will,  \vkh  me,  by  my  own  hand  you  die  : 

For  if  I  lofe  thee  here,  at  leaft  below 

Yield  yourfelf  to  me,  and  ne'er  from  me  go. 

If  you  kill  me,  'tis  juft  that  you  ftiafl  deign. 
Me  with  the  comfort  of  revenge  fupply  ; 
For  that,  all  orders  and  all  laws  maintain, 
Who  death  to  other  gives,  himfelf  fhould  die  : 
Nor  feems  your  ill,  like  that,  which  I  fuftain  ; 
For  you  die  juftly  ;  but  I  wrongfully  ; 
I  (hall  kill  him,  *ho  would  my  death  purfue  ; 
You  cruel,  her,  who  loves  and  worfliips  you. 

Why  ought  you  not,  my  hand,  fo  brave  to  be, 
The  heart,  with  (ietl  to  open,  of  my  foe  ? 
Who  unto  death  fo  oft  has  wounded  me, 
Of  love  fecure  beneath  the  peaceful  fhow  : 
And  to  take  from  me  life  can  now  agree, 
Nor  yet  to  have  compaflion  for  my  woe  ? 
'Gainft  this  bafe  wretch,  be  bold,  brave  foul  of  minf, 
Revenge,  with  his,  the  thoufand  deaths  of  thine. 

She  'gainft  him  fpurr'd,  while  {he  thefe  words  did  fayf 

But  firft,  Defend  thee,  Ruggier  bafe,  cry'd  loud  : 

Can  I  prevent,  thou  (halt  not  get  away, 

Of  maiden's  heart,  with  th«  rich  trophies,  proud, 

When  Ruggier  heard  her  fpeech  in  fuch  a  way, 

That  'twas  his  fpouie,  he  rightly  underftood, 

Whole  \-oice  he  had  fo  well  in  memory, 

That,  among  thoufands,  he  could  know  'twas  (he. 

36- 

Ik  thoroughly  conceiv'd,  thefe  words  muft  nefd 
Intend  much  more  than  (lie  did  him  accufe, 
For  that  the  contract  'twixt  them  they 'ad  agreed, 
H'  'ad  not  obferv'd,  therefore  would  make  excufe  ; 
He  made  a  fign,  that  he  to  her  would  plead  ; 
But  (lie,  her  vizor  having  now  reel ufe, 
By  grief,  and  by  refentment  prefs'd,  came  on, 
Where  was  perchance  no  land,  -to  caft  him  down. 

37- 

When  Ruggier  faw,  me  burnt  with  ire  immenfe, 
In  arms  he  clos'd  -him  on  his  faddle-bow : 
His  lance  he  refts  ;  but  holds  it  in  fufpence, 
Bent  on  one  fide,  where  her  no  hurt  to  do. 
The  dame,  who  him  to  fmite  and  do  offence, 
With  mind  devoid  of  pity,  on  did  go, 
•Could  not  admit,  to  him  when  (he  was  nigh, 
To  caft  him  down,  or  do  him  injury. 
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Coii  br  lance  van  feffetto  Qot-e 

A  quello  incontro  ;  c  bafta  ben  s'jfx 

Can  I'ua  giojlra,  e  con  1'altro,  t  U  perc»te 

D'una  atnorofi  lancia  il  mezzo  it  core. 

Pot  che  la  Donna  jofferir  non  puote 

Di  far  snta#  Ruggier  ;  velge  il  furore, 

Chefarde  il  -pttto,  shrove  ;  evifa  cofe^ 

Che  far  an,  fin  che  giri  il  cisl,  fantofe. 

.  .39- 

In  poco  fpazto  negirto  per  terra 
Trecento  ,  e  piu  can  qviila  luntia 
Ella  fola  quel  di  vmje  la  gunre, 
Mife  ella  fcii  in  frga  i  I  papal 
Ruggier  di  qua,  di  la  s'aggiva, 
Tan  to,  che  fe  le  accajie^  tdicr:  Jo  mare, 
S'is  non  ti  parlo  :  araw,  -che^ho  fat  to  ;'«, 
Che  mi  debbi  fuggtre  ?  tub  per  Die. 

40. 

Cow.e  a  i  mcrfdiinal  tr+idi 
Che  fp'tram  dal  more  il  fiato 
Le  tievi  Ji  difiiolgww,  z  i 
E  il  gbiaccio,   Mt  pur  dionzi  era  si  fuldo  ; 
Co  si  a  qttei  -prfghi.,  a  :quei  irrevi  lain&fti 
11  cor  de  la  farella  di  R.inalila 
Subito  ritorno  pietojo^  e  wj!k, 
Che  rira,  ,pat  *be  marmo^  indurar  volte. 
41. 
^uotf  oltro 


N 

Jlla  da  traverfi  ' 

£,  quanta  put,  <da  g!i  cliri  J: 

Edu  Ruggiero  accenna  con  ia  mimo. 

Fuor  de  la  tnoltitudinx.fn  ripoftu 

Valle  ft  trajje,  ov'cra^un  picciol  piano, 

Ch'in  mezzo  -avea  mi  lofcbetto  di 

Che  parean  d'unajianipa  tutti  intprcjji. 

42. 

In  quclbvfchetto  err.  di  biancbi  marmi 
Fatta  di  nuovo  uri-aha  fepoltura. 
Chi  dentro  giaccia,  -era  can  brevi  carm: 
Not  at  o,  a  cbi  faperh  micffe  cura. 
Ma  quivi  givnta  Bradatnante,  parnii 
Che.gid  non  pofe  menie  a  In  .Jtrittura. 
Ruggier  dietro  il  caiialla  affretta,  e  pungt 
Tanto,  ch'al  bofcot  e  a  la  Donzilla  giungt:. 

Us 

Ma  ritorniamo  a  "Marfifa,  che  s'era 
In  qttejio  mezzo  in  siil  dtjhicr  rimeffa^ 
E  vcnia  per  travar  quslla  guerricra, 
Che  lavta  al  primo  fcontro  in  terra  maffa  ; 
E  la  vide  partir  fuor  de  la  fchiera, 
E  partir  Ruggier  vide,  e  jeguir'cjja  ; 
Nt  ft  pfnso,  che  per  amor  feguijfet 
Ma  per  finir  con  I'arme  ingiuric,  e  rijfi. 


38- 

Thus,  void  of  all  offence,  their  lanoes  went, 
At  this  encouafcr,  and  fuffice  that  love 
Smote  one  and  t1  other  in  this  tournament, 
And  'midft  their  hearts  his  am'rous  lance  did  prove : 
Seeing  the  dame  by  no  means  could  be  bent 
To  do  Ruggier  difgrace,  her  rage  does  move  [does, 
Elfewhere,  which  fcorch'd  her  breaft,  and  things  (he 
Which  fam'd  fhall  be,  while  round  the  heaven  goes. 

39- 

In  little  fpace,  fhe  on  the  earth  did  lay 
Three  hundred,  with  this  lance  of  gold,  or  more  -- 
Alone  fhe  vanquifh'd  the  \vhole  war  that  day, 
She  herfelf  only  put  to  flight  the  Moor. 
This  fide  and  that  Ruggier  did  wheel  and  ftray, 
Till  he  accofts  her,  -fays,  My  life  is  o'er, 
Unlefs  I  fpeak  t'  ye  :  ah  !  what  have  I  done  ? 
Hear  me,  for  God's  fake  !  me  why  fhould  you  fhun  ? 

40. 

As,  to  the  tepid  fouthern  winds  which  blow, 
With  their  warm  'breath,  o'er  furface  of  the  main. 
The  ice,  which  was  fo  hard  before,  the  fnow, 
The  frozen  brooks,  diflblve  themfelves  to  rain, 
At  thefe  fhort  plaints,  at  thefe  intreaties,  fo 
Rinaldo's  fifter's  heart  returns  agam 
Suddenly  foft,  mov'd  with  compaffion, 
WThich  anger  render'd  had  more  hard  than  ftont, 

41. 

Nor  would  or  could  Ihe  give  -him  a  reply, 
But,  on  one  fide,  fpurr'd  Rabican  her  fteed  ; 
And,  as  fhe  could,  disjoin'd  the  company, 
And,  with  her  hand,  to  Rnggier  beckoned  : 
From  forth  the  multitude  away  does  hie 
To  a  ftill  vale,  where  was  a  little  mead, 
That,  in  the  midft,  of  cyprefs  had  a  wood, 
Which  all  imprefs'd  from  the  fame  model  " 

42. 

In  this  fmall  wood  there  was,  of  marble  white, 
A  tomb,  but  newly  fabricated,  high  : 
Who  there  was  lam,  few  verfes  did  endite, 
To  tell  them  who  had  curiofity  ; 
But  Bradamant,  come  there,  I  have  conceit, 
Unto  the  writing  did  not  mind  apply. 
Ruggier  his  horfe  fpurs,  and  haftes  on  behind  ; 
Until  he,  in  the  wood,  the  damfel  join'd. 

43- 

"But  turn  we  to  Marphife,  who,  during  this, 
Remounted  was  upon  her  fteed  anew, 
And  came  to  find  out  that  fame  warriorefs, 
Who  her  on  earth,  at  the  firft  meeting,  threw  j 
And  fees  her  go  away  from  out  the  prefs, 
And  Ruggier  going  fees,  and  her  purfue  : 
Nor  thought  for  love  he  after  her  did  tend, 
But,  with  their  arms,  their  flrife  and  wrongs  to  e  \A. 

44- 
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44- 


44- 


Urta  il  cavallo,  e  lien  dietro  <?  la  pejla 
Tanto  ch'a  un  tempo  con  lor  quafi  arriva  ; 
^uai.tofua  giant  a  ad  ambi  fia  molcjla, 
Chi  vivt  amamio  ilfey  fenza  ch'io'lfcriva. 
Ma  Bradawante  ojjefa  piu  ne  rcfta, 
Che  i -hi  vcde,  onde  il fuo mal  deriva. 
Chi  le  puo  tor,  che  non  creda  eff'er  vero9 
Che  I" amor  ve  la  fproni  di  Rteggiero  ? 

.  45- 

E  perfido  Ruggier  di  nuovo  clnama  ; 
Nontibajiava,  pcrfido,  difs'ella, 
Che  tua  perfidia  fnpejftper  fama, 
Se  non  mifacevi  anco  veder  quclla  ? 
Di  caccianni  da  te  veggo,  chai  brama  ; 
E  per  ibramar  tua  voglia  in/qua,  e  fella , 
Jo  vo'morir,  tna  sforzerommi  ancora 
Far  morir  nieco,  chi  e  cagion,  ch'io  mora. 

46. 

Sdfgnofapiu,  che  viper  a ,  /  fplcca 
Cost  dicendo,  e  va  contra  Marffa  ; 
Ed  a  lofcudo  lofla  si  le  appicca 
Che  la  fa  addietro  rivtr/are,  in  guifa, 
Che  quafi  mezzo  felmo  in  terra  ficca  \ 
Ne  ji  puo  air,  chefta  cclia  imprcvifa, 
Anzi  fa  incontra  do,  che  far  fi  puote ; 
E  pure  in  terra  del  capo  percote. 

47- 

La  figliuola  d'Amon^  che  vuol  morire^ 
O  dar  tnorte  a  Marfifa^  e  in  tanta  rabbi 'a , 
Che  non  ha  niente  di  nuovo  a  ferire 
Con  rajla,  onde  a  git  tar  di  nuovo  Vabbia  j 
Ma  le  penfa  dal  buflo  dipartire 
11  capo  mezzo  ftto  ne  la  fabbia  ; 
Gftta  da  fe  la  lancla  d'oro,  e  prende 
La  Jpada,  e  del  dejlrier  fubito  fcende. 

48, 

Ma  tar  da  c  la  fua  giunta^  che  fi  trova 
Marfij'a  incontra,  e  di  tanta  ira  plena , 
Poi  che  i'ha  vijla  a  la  feconda  prova 
Cader  fi  facil/nente  su  I'arena, 
Che  pregar  nulla^  e  nulla  grldar  giova 
A  Ruggier,  che  di  quejio  avea  gran  pena  j 
Si  radio,  e  I'ira  le  gueri'ure  abbaglia, 
Che  fan  da  difperate  la  battaglla. 

49-  . 

A  mezza  fpada  vengouo  di  botto, 
E  per  la  gran  fuperbia,  che  I'ha  accefe, 
Van  pur  innanzi,  e  fi  fan  gia  si  f otto, 
Ch'altro  non  pon,  che  venire  a  le  prefe. 
Le  fpade,  il  cui  bifcgno  era  interrotto, 
Lajcian  cadere,  e  cercan  nuove  offefe. 
Prfga  Ruggiero,  e  fupplica  artibedur, 
Ma  poco  frutto  ban  le  par  tie  fue. 


Her  horfe  fhe  drives,  and  arter  them  fhe  prefs'd, 
Almofl  at  once  with  them  fhe  does  arrive  : 
How  much  her  coming  did  them  both  moleft, 
Without  my  pen,  knows,  who  in  love  does  live ; 
But  Brad'mant  was  with  more  offence  diftrefs'd, 
Who  perceives  her,  whence  does  her  ill  derive : 
Who  from  her  could  the  thought,  't  was  true,  remove, 
That  for  Ruggier  fhe  there  was  fpurr'd  by  love  ? 

45- 

And  Ruggier  treacherous  fhe  calls  anew, 
Perfidious,  fays  fhe,  did  it  not  fuffice, 
That,  by  report,  your  perfidy  I  knew, 
Unlefs  you  even  fet  it  'fore  my  eyes  ? 
To  drive  me  from  you  is  your  wifh,  I  view, 
And,  to  reject  your  bafe  barbarities, 
I'll  fall ;  but  firft  I  will  my  utmoft  try, 
She  fhall  die  too,  who  caufes  me  to  die. 

46. 

More  venomous,  than  viper,  on  fhe  rufh'd, 
As  thus  fhe  fpoke,  and  went  againft  Marphife, 
And  at  the  fhield,  fuch  way  her  lance  fhe  pufh'd, 
She  caus'd  her  tumble  backward,  in  fuch  guife, 
That  half  her  helmet  in  the  earth  fhe  crufh'd  : 
Nor  can  one  fay,  fhe  ta'en  was  by  furprize, 
Rather  fhe,  'gainft  her,  all  fhe  could  eflay'd, 
And  yet  on  earth  fhe  fell,  upon  her  head. 

47- 

The  daughter  of  Amon,  to  die  inclin'd, 
Or  kill  Marphifa,  was  in  rage  fo  vail, 
That  her  anew  to  fmite  fh'  'ad  not  in  mind, 
Whence  with  her  fpear  again  fhe  her  might  caft ; 
But  to  divide,  from  off  her  buft,  defign'd 
Her  head,  now  being  in  the  fand  fix'd  fart : 
She  throws  away  her  lance  of  gold,  and  takes 
Her  fword,  and  fuddenly  her  fteed  foriakes. 

48. 

But,  late  her  coming  was ;  for  up  did  bound 
Marphife  'gainft  her,  and  with  fuch  fury  bent, 
Since,  at  the  fecond  proof,  herfelf  fhe  found 
So  eafily  unto  the  earth  be  fent, 
That  nought  entreaties,  cries  could  nought  redound 
To  Ruggier,  who  for  this  with  grief  was  rent ; 
Their  ire  the  warriors  dazzled  fo  and  hate, 
That  fight  they  made,  in  manner  defperate. 

49' 

To  mid-fword  clos'd  they  fuddenly  repair, 
And,  by  the  mighty  pride  did  in  them  glow, 
They  ftill  advance,  and  now  fo  under  are, 
That,  fave  to  feizure  come,  they  nought  can  do : 
Their  fwords,  for  ufe,  which  interrupted  were. 
They  fuffer  fall,  and  frefh  offence  purfue : 
Ruggier  intreats,  and  them  does  fupplicate  ; 
But  all  his  words  with  them  had  little  weight. 
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50. 


Qiiando  pur  vede,  che'l  prcgar  non  vale, 
Di  partirle  per  forzafi  difpone  : 
Leva  di  mano  ad  ambedue  it  pugnale, 
Ed  al  pie  d'un  ciprejjb  lo  ripone. 
Poi  cheferro  non  ban  piu  da  far  male, 
Con  Preghi,  e  con  minacce  Winter  pone. 
Ma  tut  to  e  in  van,  che  la  bat  t  aglia  f anno 
A  pugni,  e  a  calci,  poi  cfrciltro  non  hanno. 

51- 

Ruggier  non  ceffa  -,  or  I'una,  or  I'altra  prendc 
Per  le  man,  per  le  braccia,  e  la  ritira  ; 
E  tanto  fa,  che  di  Marfifa  accendc 
Contra  dife,  quant  o  fip  no  piu,  I'ira: 
Shtella,  che  tutto  il  mondo  vilipende, 
A  lamicizia  di  Ritggier  non  mini. 
Poi  che  da  B  r  adamant  e  fi  diftacca, 
Cor  re  a  lafpada,  e  con  Ruggier  s'attacca. 

S2- 

Til  fal  da  difcortefc,  e  da  villano 
Ruggiero  a  diflurbar  la  pugna  altnd : 
Ma  ti  faro  pentir  con  qurjla  mano, 
Che  Vj,  che  bajti  a  vinccrvl  ambcdui. 
Ccrca  Ruggier  con  parlar  molto  umano 
Marfifa  mitigar,  ma  contra,  lui 
La  trova  in  modo  difdegnofa,  efcra, 
Ch'un  perdrr  tempo  ogni  parlar  fcco  era. 

A  r  ultimo  Ruggier  lafpada  trajjf, 
Pot  che  Vira  anco  lui  fe  rubicondo. 
Non  credo,  che  fpettacolo  mirajfe 
Atcnc,  o  Roma,  o  luo^o  a  'tro  del  mondct 
Che  cos)  a  riguardanti  dilcttaj/e, 
Come  dilctto  quejlo,  e  fn  giocondo 
A  la  gelofa  Bradamante,  quando 
Qitcfto  le  pofe  ognifofpetto  in  bando. 

54- 

Lafuafpada  avea  tolta  ella  di  terra, 
E  tratta  s'era  a  rigitardar  da  parte  : 
E  le  parea  veder,  che'l  Dio  di  guerra 
FoJ/e  Ruggier  o  a  la  pojjanza,  c  a  Farte  ; 
Unafuria  Infernal,  quando  ft  sferra, 
Sembra  Marfifa,  fe  quel  fcmbra  Marte. 
Vero  e,  ch'un  pezzo  il  giovine  gagliardo 
Di  non  far"il  pot  ere  ebbe  riguardo. 

Sapca  ben  la  virtu  de  la  fitafpada, 
Che  tanto  efpcrienze  nha  gia  fatto  : 
Ovc  giunge,  convien,  chefenevada 
Vincanfo,  o  nulla  giovi,  ejlia  di  piatto. 
S}  che  ritien,  che'l  colpo  fuo  non  cada 
Di  taglio,  o  punt  a,  ma  fem^re  di  piatto. 
Ebbe  a  quefto  Ruggier  lunga  awertenza, 
Na  perdl'  pure  an  tratta  la  paiicnza. 
VOL,   II, 


50. 


As  now,  that  pray'r  avails  not,  he  docs  know, 
To  part  them,  he,  by  violence,  does  difpofe ; 
And  forc'd  them  both  their  daggers  to  let  go, 
Then,  at  the  foot  of  cyprefs,  them  he  throws  .- 
As  they  no  weapon  had,  more  ill  to  do,. 
With  pray'rs  and  threats,  himftlf  does  interpofe; 
But  all  in  vain :  for  combat  ftill  they  irade 
With  kicks  and  cuffs,  as  nothing  elfe  they  had. 

51- 

Ruggier,  now  one,  now  t'other,  ceafelelefs,  caught 
By  th'  hand,  by  th'arm,  and  caus'd  each  to  letirc; 
And  ib  much  did,  Marphife  to  heat  he  wrought, 
As  much  as  poifible,  'gainfl  him  in  ire : 
This  woman,  who  the  whole  world  fet  at  nought, 
For  Ruggier's  friendfhip  now  does  not  afpire; 
Soon,  as  from  Bradamant  {he's  difengag'd, 
Runs  to  her  fword,  and  war  with  Ruggier  wag'd. 

52- 

You  aft  the  part  of  bafe  and  infolent, 
Ruggier,  to  intercept  another's  fight  ; 
But,  with  this  hand,  I'll  caufe  you  to  repent, 
Which,  both  of  ye  to  vanquish,  fure  lus  might. 
Ruggier  attempts,  with  fpeech  benevolent, 
To  mitigate  Marphife;  but,  in  defpite, 
Finds  her  difdainful,  fierce,  in  fuch  a  way, 
That  lofs  of  time  'twas,  more  with  her  to  fay. 

53- 

Ruggier,  at  laft,  drew  forth  his  weapon  bright, 
Since,  ev'n  with  ire,  was  ruddy  made  his  face ; 
I  don't  believe,  exhibited  fuch  fight 
Athens  or  Rome,  or  other  earthly  place, 
That  to  fpeclators  gave  fo  great  delight, 
As  this  enraptur'd  and  fo  pleafing  was 
To  jealous  Bradamante  ;  fince,  thereby, 
All  her  fufpicion  from  her  breaft  did  fly. 

54- 

From  off  the  ground  fhe  had  regain'd  her  blade, 
And,  to  look  on,  now  was  retir'd  apart : 
It  fecm'd,  that  ihe  the  God  of  war  furvey'J, 
Such  was  Ruggier  in  puiflance  and  in  art: 
Infernal  fury,  when  her  ftrokes  fhe  made, 
Marphifa  feem'd,  if  he  appear'd  like  Mart : 
True  'tis,  in  fome  degree,  the  young  man  flout 
Regard  had,  not  to  put  his  proweis  out. 

The  virtue  of  his  fword  he  well  did  know, 
For  he  of  it  fo  great  experience  had, 
Where'er  it  comes,  from  thence  needs  offmuft  go 
Enchantment,  or  nought  help,  and  down  be  lay'd  : 
So  he  held  in,  that  fhould  not  fall  his  blow 
With  edge  or  point,  but  ftiil  be  flat  his  blade: 
Ruggier,  to  this,  long  time  had  thought  Intenfe ; 
But,  all  at  once,  he  loft  all  patience. 
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56. 


PercVe  Mdrfifa  tinn  percojfa  orrendu 
Gli  mena  Per  divide rgli  la  ttfia, 
Leva  lofciido,  che' I  capo  difcnda, 
Rttggicro,  e'l  colpo  in  s^i  laqulla  pefla. 
Viet  a  h'ncanto,  eke  lo  fpezzi,  o  fenda; 
Rla  diflsrdir  non  pero  il  braccio  reft  a, 
E  s'avea  altr'arme,  chc  qitelle  d'Ettorre, 
Gli  potea  ilfiero  colpo  il  bracclo  torre  : 

57- 

E  fariafccfo  indi  a  la  tefta,  dcve 
'  Difegno  di  ferir  I'ajpra  donzella. 
Ruggiero  il  braccio  manco  append  move, 
Appena  piufoflien  I'aqiiila  be'.la. 
Per  quejto  cgni  pieta  da  fe  rimove, 
Par,  che  nrg/i  occhi  avvampi  unafacella, 
E,  qnanto  puo  cacciar,    caccia  una  punta; 
Marfifa,  mal  per  te,  fe  rferigiunta. 

58. 

lo  non  vifo  ben  dir,  come  ft  foj/e ; 
Lafpada  ando  a  ferir e  in  un  ciprejjb, 
E  un  palmo,  e  piu  ne  I'arbore  cacciojje; 
In  modo  era  piantato  il  hiogo  fpejjo. 
Jn  quel  memento  il  monte,  e  il  piantofcojje 
Un  gran  tremuoto ;  e  ft  fenrt  con  ejjo 
Da  quelTave1,   ch'in  mezzo  il  bofco  fiede, 
Gran  voce  ufciry  ch'cgni  inert  ale  eccede. 

59- 

Griap  la  voce  or  rib  He :  Nonfia 
Lite  tra  voi :  Gli  e  ixgiitflo,  ed  inumanot 
Cb*a  laforella  i!  f rate'  mortc  din, 

0  la  forella  uccida  il  fuo  germano, 
Tit  mio  Ruggiero,  e  tu  Marfifa  mia, 
Credete  al  mio  parlar,  che  non  e  vano  ; 
In  un  medefim^  utero  d'unfeme 

f'cjie  concetti,  e  ufcijle  al  mondo  infieme. 

60. 

Concetti  fofle  da  Ruggier  fecondo, 
lri  fit  Galaciella  gem trice  ; 

1  cui  fratelli  avendole  dal  mondo 
Cacciato  il  genitor  voflro  infelice  ; 
Senza  guardar,  cb'aveJJ'e  in  corpo  il  pondo 
Di  voi,  cfritfcifte  pur  di  lor  radice, 
Lafer,  percbe  s'avejje  ad  affogare, 

Su'n  debol  legno  porre  in  mezzo  al  mare. 

61. 

Ma  Fortuna,  che  voi,  benc^e  non  natit 
Avca  gui  elatti  a  glcricfe  itnprefe, 
che' I  legno  a  i  liti  inabitati 
Sopra  le  Sirti  a  f-alvamento  fcefe  ; 
Ovi't  poi  cbe  ncl  mondo  v'ebbe  datit 
L'anima  eletta  al  Paradifo  afcefe  : 
Cum  Dlo  vdfo,  e  fit  vojlro  deflino, 
A  quejlo  cafo  is  mi  trovai  vicino* 


For  that  Marphifa  fent  a  horrid  ftroke 
At  him,  whereby  to  cleave  his  head  in  t\vo, 
The  lifted  (hieM  t'  his  head's  defence  betook 
Ruggier,  and  on  the  eagle  pounds  the  blow : 
Th'  enchantment  will'd  it  not  be  cleft  or  broke  ; 
But  yet  his  arm  efcap'd  not  numbing  woe , 
And  other  arms,  than  Hector's,  had  he  worn. 
From  him  his  arm  the  cruel  chop  had  borne ; 

57- 

And  would  have  fallen  thence  upon  his  head, 
Where  had  the  cruel  maid  defign'd  to  finite. 
Ruggier  his  left  arm  fcarcely  managed, 
Scarce  longer  could  fuftain  his  eagle  bright : 
For  this,  now  from  him  all  compaffion  fled, 
His  eyes  feem'd  burning,  like  a  torch's  light, 
He  drives  a  ftroke,  with  all  his  power  to  drive  : 
Marphifa,  Woe  to  thee,  fhould  it  to  thee  arrive. 

58-   a 

I  cannot  well  exprefs  how  this  might  be, 
Into  a  cyprefs  fmiting  went  the  blade, 
And  drove  more  than  a  palm's  depth  in  the  tree ; 
In  a  thick  manner  planted  was  the  glade : 
The  mountain  and  the  plain  (hook  inftantly 
With  earthquake  vaft,  and  with  it  ifTued, 
From  forth  the  tomb,  which  plac'd  was  in  the  wood, 
A  mighty  voice,  which  mortal  one  fubdu'd. 

59- 

The  horrid  voice  cry'd  out:  Your  ftrife  forbear, 
For,  'twixt  ye,  'tis  unjuft  and  inhumane, 
That  brother  fhould,  for  fifter,  death  prepare, 
Or  that,  by  fifter,  brother  fhould  be  flain : 
You  mine,  Ruggier,  you  mine,  Marphifa,  are, 
Give  credence  to  my  words,  which  are  not  vain: 
In  the  fame  womb,  conceiv'd  of  feed  the  fame 
Ye  were,  and  to  the  world  together  came. 

60. 

O'  th'  fecond  Ruggier  ye  conceived  were, 
And  of  ye  Galaciella  mother  was, 
Whofe  brothers,  when  they,  from  his  worldly  caie, 
Your  fire  unfortunate  did  from  ye  chace, 
Regardlefs  of  the  weight,  her  womb  did  bear, 
Of  ye,  who  yet  were  illu'd  from  their  race, 
Caus'd  her,  that  fhe  might  rifque  to  drowned  be, 
In  a  weak  bark  be  put  amid'  the  fea. 

61. 

But  fortune,  who,  ye,  tho'  as  yet  unborn, 
Had  chofen  out  for  glorious  enterprize, 
The  veflel  cau.s'd  for  defert  fhore  to  turn, 
And,  in  fafe  way,  upon  the  quickfands  rife  : 
Where  foon  as  ye  unto  the  world  fh'ad  borne, 
That  foul  cleft  afcends  to  Paradife, 
As  pleafed  God ;  and  'twas  your  deftiny, 
That,  at  this  accident,  I  fiiould  be  by. 
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62. 


62. 


Diede  a  la  madre  fepoltura  onejla, 
Qua  I  pot  fa  darf.  in  si  deferta  arena; 
E  voi  teneri  avvolti  fie  la  vefta 
Jl4eco  portal  sit  I  mor.te  di  Garer.a  j 
E  manfueta  ufiir  de  la  fore/la 
Feci^  e  la  f  dare  i  fgli  una  Letna. 
De  It  cut  poppe  died  mefi,  e  d'ud^ 
jtmbi  nulrir  con  molto  ftudiofed. 

63- 

Uq giirnt,  (be  d'andar  per  la  csitrada^ 
E  da  lajlanza  allontanar  rn'occcrfe  ; 
^ ''  f'-P1  'avvemie  a  cnfo  nna  mafnadci 
D' rfrabi  (e  ricordavene  deftrfe) 
Che  /<•,  Marfifa)  to'fcr  r.e  tejlriida  ; 
Ma  ncn  poter  Ruggier,  cbe  meglio  corfe. 
Rejlai  de  la  tua  perdita  dclente, 
E  di  Rugvier  guardian  piii  diligente. 

64- 

Ruggier,  fe  ti  guard**  mentre  cbe  vffij 
11  ttto  macjlro  Adante,  tuiofoi. 
Di  te  fenti  predir  le  jlelle  fijjt, 
Che  tra  CriJIiani  a  tradition  mortal ; 
£",  per  cbe  il  male  injlujjo  non  feguijfty 
Tenerlene  Ionian  m  affaticai . 
AJ:  ojlare  alfin  pet  ends  a  la  tua  V0gfiat 
Infer  mo  caddi,  e  mi  niori  di  doglia. 

65. 

Ma  innanzi  a  morte  qui^  dove  fr>euuRt 
Che  con  Marfifa  aver  pugna  dovevi, 
Fed  raccor  con  infernal  fujjidi 
4  forrnar  que/la  tomba  i  fujji  grevi^ 
Ed  a  Car  on  dijji  coi  alti  gridi  ; 
Dopo  morte  non  vo'Ig  fpirto  levi 
Di  quefto  bofco^  fin  cbe  non  d  giugna 
Ruggier  con  la  fordla  per  far  pugna. 

66. 

Coil  lo  fpirto  mlo  per  le  belle  ombre 
Ha  moiti  di  afpettato  il  venir  -uojlro. 
Si  cbe  mai  gelofia  piu  non  t'ingombre, 
O  Bradamante^  ch'ami  Rvggier  nuflrv. 
Ma  tempo  £  or mat ,  cbe  da  la  luce  iofgcmbre, 
E  mi  conduce  al  ienelrofo  cbic/lro. 
£h<i  fe  tacqite,  e  a  Marfifa,  ed  a  la  figlia 
D'Amcn  lafcio,  e  a  Ruggier  gran  maraviglia. 

67. 

Riconcfce  Marfifa  per  forclla 
Ruggier  con  molto  gait 0:0^  ed  ella  lui ; 
E  ad  abbracciarjj^  fenza  offender  quella^ 
Che  per  Ruggiero  ardea,  vanno  ambidui  : 
E  rammcntando  de  I' eta  novel/a 
Alcunecofe:  lo  fed,  io  dijp.,  to  /;//, 
Vengon  trovando  con  piu  certo  effetto 
Tutto  eQ'er  ver  ?«*/,  ('ha  lo  fpi 


I  gave  your  mother  decent  fepolture, 

Such  as  one  could  give  on  fo  dell-rr  fliore, 

And  wrapt  ye  tender  in  my  veft  fecure. 

And  with  me  to  the  mount  of  Carene  bore, 

And  from  the  f'oreft,  tame,  I  did  procure 

A  Jionefs  to  quit  her  young  forlore, 

For  twice  ten  months  coi-.tinuance,  from  \vhofe  teat 

I  caus'd  ye  both  be  nurs'd,  with  ftudy  great. 

63- 

As  I  the  country  travell'd  o'er  one  day, 

And  hap'd  at  diflance  from  my  houfe  to  get, 

A  troop  of  robbers  chanc'd  to  come  that  way, 

Arabians  (ye  perhaps  remember  it), 

Who,  in  the  road,  Marphifa  took  away, 

But  Ruggier  could  not,  who  could  run  more  fleet : 

It  for  the  lofs  of  you,  remain'd  in  moan, 

And  guarded  Ruggier  with  more  caution. 

64. 

Ruggier,  if,  whilft  alive,  of  you  took  care 
Your  Tutor  Ad-ant,  you  can  certify : 
I  found,  of  you  your  fix'd  ftars  did  declare. 
You,  'mongft  the  Chrifiians,  fliould  by  treafon,  die, 
And  that  you  fhould  not  their  ill  influence  (hare, 
Far  off  to  hold  you,  I  did  pains  apply  : 
At  length,  your  will  not  able  to  oppo(e, 
Infirm  I  fell,  and  dy'd  by  thefe  my  woes, 

65. 

But,  ere  my  death,  here,  where  I  did  forcfpy, 
That  with  Marphife  you  fight  flimild  undertake, 
I  caufe  be  heap'd,  b'  infernal  fubfidv, 
Thefe  mafTy  ftones,  a  fepulchre  to  make, 
And  order'd  Charon,  with  exalted 
My  fpirit,  after  death,  he  fhould  not  take 
From  forth  this  wood,  until  here  fhould  unite 
Ruggiero,  with  his  fifter  in  fierce  fight. 

66. 

Wherefore  my  fpirit,  thro'  this  lovely  made, 
For  many  days,  your  coming  did  await  : 
So  let  not  jealoufy  more  you  invade, 
O  Brad'mant,  for  our  Ruggier's  love  is  great: 
But  time  'tis  now,  I  from  the  light  recede, 
And  to  the  gloomy  cloifter  me  tranflate- 
Here  hdd  his  peace  :  Marphife  and  Bradair.anr, 
And 'Ruggier,  leaving  in  afton'uliment. 

67. 

Ruggier  for  fifter  does  Marphifa  own. 
She  him  with  joy  intenfe  does  alfo  know, 
And  to  embrace,  to  her  offence  not  fhown. 
Who  burnt  for  Ruggier,  both  together  go ; 
And,  of  their  early  age,  reflecting  on 
"Some  things,  I  was,  I  faid,  did  fo  and  fo, 
By  a  more  fure  effect,  they  fct  in  view, 
That  all,  the  fpirit  told  to  them.  \vas  true. 
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68. 


68. 


Rngglero  a  la  farella  non  afcofe, 
Quanta  avea  nel  cor  fffa  Bradamanle  \ 
E  nirro  con  parole  ajfettuofe 
D?  le  obbl  gaxion,  che  le  avea  tante  ; 
£  non  cefsO)  ch'in  gran? amor  compofe 
Le  difcordie^  ch'injiefne  tbbono  avante  \ 
E  fe  per  fegno  dl  pacificarji, 
Ch'umanamente  andaro  ad  abbracciarji, 

69. 

A  domandar  pat  ritsrrib  Alarfifa9 
Chijlatofojfii  e  di  che  gente  il  padre  j 
E  chi  I'avejfe  mortoy  cd  a  cbe  guifa, 
S'in  campo  chiufo,  o  fra  formate  fquadre  J 
£  chi  cammeffo  avea,  che  foJJ'e  uccifa 
Dal  mare  atroce  la  tttifera  madre  ; 
Chfy  ft  gift  Favea  udito  da  fanciullat 
Or  ne  tenea  poca  memoria^  o  nulla. 

70. 

Ruggier  o  incimincio,  che  da'  Troiani 
Per  la  linca  d'  Ettorre  erano  fcefi  ; 
Che,  pol  che  AJlianatte  da  le  rnani 
Campo  d  UliJJ'e^  e  da  gll  aguati  te/J, 
Avendo  un  de'fanciulli  coetani 
Per  lui  lafciato,  uj'ii  di  quei 
£  dopa  un  lingo  en  ar  per  la  marina 
Venne  in  Sici/ia,  e  domino  Mfjjina. 

7*- 

I  difccndenti  fnoi  di  qua  dal  Faro 

Signtreggiar  de  la  Calabria  parte  j 

E  dopo  piu  fucctjjioni  andaro 

jld  abitar  ne  la  citta  di  Marte. 

Piu  d'un  Imperadore^  e  Re  preclaro 

Fu  di  quel  fangue  in  Rorna^  e  in  altra  parte  j 

Cotninciando  a  Ccftante,  e  a  Cojlantino 

Sino  a  Re  Carlo  figlio  di  Pipino. 

72. 

Fu  Ruggier  primo,  e  Giambaron  di  queftiy 
Buovo,  RambaldO)  til  fin  Ruggur  fecondo ; 
Cbe  fe,  come  da  Atlante  udir  potejii^ 
Di  noftra  madre  r utero  fecondo  : 
De  la  progenie  ncjlra  i  chiari  gefti 
Per  fjfto:  ie  vedrai  celebri  al  mondo. 
Segui  poi,  come  venne  il  Re  Agolante 
Ccn  Almonte^  e  col  padre  d '  Agrarnante  \ 

£  ccme  merib  feco  una  donzella, 
Ch^era  fua  figlifit  tanto  valor  of a^ 
Che  mdti  Paladin  gitto  di  fella ^ 
E  di  Ruggier  o  al  fin  venne  amor  of  a  j 
E  per  fuo  amor  dd  padre  fu  ribellay 
E  battezxijfti  e  diventogli  fpofa. 
Narro,  come  Beltramo  traditore 
Per  la  cognate  arfe  d'incejlo  amrt  \ 


Ruggier  unto  his  fifter  did  relate, 
How  Bradamante  in  his  heart  he  wore ; 
And  her  inform'd,  \vith  words  affectionate, 
Of  th'  obligations-  which  to  her  he  bore  : 
Nor  ceas'd,  'till,  in  much  love,  he  did  fedatfe 
The  difcords  'rwixt  them,  they  had  had  before ; 
And  caus'd,  for  fign  that  they  were  now  in  peace, 
That  tenderly  they  went  each  other  to  embrace. 

69. 

Marphifa  then,  to  afk,  return'd  again, 
Of  what  race  was  her  fire,  who  he  might  be, 
And  who  had  kill'd  him,  and  the  manner  plain, 
If  in  clofe  field,  or  'midft  arm'd  enemy  ? 
And  who  had  done  the  deed,  that  might  be  llain 
Her  wretched  mother  by  th'  atrocious  fea; 
For  if,  when  infant,  this  fhe  once  had  known, 
Of  it  fhe  little  mem'ry  had,  or  none. 

70. 

Ruggier  began :  That,  from  the  race  of  Troy, 
By  line  of  Heftor,  the}'  defcended  were  : 
That  when  Aftyanax  from  the  annoy 
'Scap'd  of  UlyfTes,  and  his  plotted  fnare, 
Having  of  his  own  age  left  there  a  boy 
For  him,  he  from  that  country  did  repair ; 
And,  after  tedious  wand'rings  o'er  the  main, 
To  Sic'ly  came,  and  o'er  Meffine  did  reign. 

71; 

Oppofite  Sic'ly,  thofe  of  his  defcent 

Did  empire  o'er  part  of  Calabria  bear  j 

And,  after  many'  a  fucceffion,  went 

To  Mars's  city,  to  inhabit  there. 

Many  an  Emperor,  King  excellent, 

In  Rome,  and  other  parts,  of  this  blood  were, 

Reck'ning,  from  Conftans  and  from  Conftantine, 

Down  to  King  Charles,  the  fon  of  King  Pepin. 

72. 

Ruggier  the  firft  was,  Giambaron  his  heir, 
Buovo,  Rambald,  Rnggier,  the  fecond  nam'd, 
Who,  as  Atlante  to  you  did  declare, 
An  offspring  from  our  fertile  mother  franrd  : 
Of  this  our  progeny  the  actions  rare 
Throughout  the  world,  you'll  fee  in  ftory  fam'd. 
Then  he  purfu'd,  how  came  King  Agolant 
With  Almont,  and  the  fire  of  Agramant ; 

73- 

And  how  he  brought  along  with  him  a  maid. 
Who  was  his  daughter ;  one  fo  valorous, 
That  many'  a  Paladin  from  feat  convey'd, 
And  of  Ruggier  became  then  amorous  j 
And,  for  his  love,  her  father  difobey'd, 
And  was  baptized,  and  became  his  fpoufe : 
He  told  what  way  the  traitor  bafe  Beltrame, 
With  love  inceftuous,  for  her  did  flame. 

7  74- 
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74- 


E  che  la  patria,  6*  I  padre,  e  duo  frateUi 
Tradi,  cost  fpercndo  acquijlar  lei. 
Aperfe  Rifa  a  g'i  nimici ;  e  quelli 
Per  di  lor  tutti  i  portamenti  ret. 
Come  Agolante  e  i  fig  It  iniqui,  e  felli 
Pofer  Gala  child,  che  di  fei 
Mefi  era  grave,  in  mar  fenza  governo, 
guando  fu  ternpejlofo  a  I  maggior  verno. 

Stava  Marfifa  con  ferena  fronte 

FiJJa  al  parlor  i  che' I  f no  gerrnan  facea  ; 

Ed  ejfcr  fee  fa  da  la  bella  fonte, 

Ch'avea  si  chiari  rivi,  fi  godea. 

Quinci  Mongrana,  e  quindi  Chiaramonte 

Le  due  progenie  deri'var  fapea  ; 

Cb'al  mondo  fur,  tnolti  e  moli'anni,  elujlrl 

Sp.'endide,  e  fenza  par  d'uomini  iil->Jlri. 

?6- 

Pot  che  I  fr  at  elk  al  fin  le  vcnne  a  dire, 
Che' I  padre  a"  Agramante,  e  I'avo,  el  zio 
Ruggiero  a  trudigion  feron  morire, 
E  pofero  la  moglie  a  cafe  rio  ; 
Non  lo  pofe  piii  la  for  el/a  udire, 
Che  lo  interruppe,  e  dijje  :  Fratelmio, 
S,ilva  tua  grazia,  avuto  bat  troppo  tariff^ 
A  r.on  ti  vendicar  del  padre  morto. 

77- 

Se  in  Almonte,  e  in  Troian  non  ti  potcvi 
Infanguinar,  cb'erano  moni  innante, 
De  i  figli  vendicar  tu  ti  dovevi  : 
Perch}  vivenda  tu,  vive  Agramante  ? 
Qie/la  e  una  macchia,  che  tnai  non  ti  le-vi 
Dal  vifo,  poi  che  dopo  offefe  tante 
Non  fur  poflo  non  hai  quefto  Re  a  morte^ 
Ma  vivi  al  fcldo  fno  ne  la  fua  cortc. 

78. 

Jo  fo  ben  veto  a  Dio,  ch'adorar  ijoglio 
Criflo  Dio  ver  o,  ch'adoro  into  padre  ; 
Che  di  quejla  or  ma  dura  non  mi  fpoglio, 
Fin  che  Ruggier  non  "uendico,  e  mia  madre  j 
E  ijo' ' dolern.i,  e  firfora  mi  doglio 
Di  te,  fe  piu  ti  veggo  fra  le  fquadre 
Del  Re  Agramante,  b  d'ahro  fignor  Moro  5 
Se  non  col  f err  o  in  man  per  danno  loro, 

79- 

O  !    come  a  quelparlar  leva  la  face  la 
La  bella  Bradamante,  e  ne  gioifce  ; 
E  comfort  a  Ruggier,  che  cosi  faccia^ 
Come  Marfifa  fua  lien  fammonifce  ; 
E  vtnga  a  Cark,  e  conofcer  fifaccia, 
Che  tanto  onora,  lauda,  e  river  i  fee 
Del  fuo  padre  Ruggier  la  chiara  fama, 
Cb'ancor  guerritr  fenza  ahun  far  lo  chiama, 


74- 

And  that  his  country,  fire,  and  brothers  two, 
He  did  betray,  thus  hoping  her  to  get ; 
And  did  lay  Rifa  open  to  the  foe, 
Who  did  in  bafeft  way  the  people  treat : 
How  Agolant,  and  his  vile  fons,  did  throw 
Galaciella,  gone  in  pregnant  flate 
Six  months,  without  a  guide,  upon  the  main, 
When,  in  mid-winter,  was  a  hurrican. 

75- 

Marphifa  flood,  with  a  compofed  front, 
Fix'd  at  the  fpeech  her  brother  did  difclofe,- 
And  to  defcended  be  from  ferene  font, 
Which  fo  bright  rivers  had,  with  joy  {he  glows  : 
From  hence  Mongrana,  and  thence  Claramont 
Their  diff'rent  progeny  derive,  (he  knows, 
Which  thro'  the  world  were  many,  many  years 
Splendid,  with  men  renown'd  without  their  peers. 

76. 

When,  at  the  lad,  her  brother  did  declare, 
That  Agramante's  grandfire,  uncle,  fire, 
By  treachery  had  put  to  death  Ruggier, 
And  had  his  fpoufe  difpos'd  in  cafe  fo  dire, 
His  filler  able  was  no  more  to  hear, 
Stops  him  ;  and  fays,  Your  favour  I  require, 
Too  much  in  fault,  my  brother,  have  been  you, 
For  our  dead  fire,  no  vengeance  to  purfue. 

77- 

If,  in  Almont  and  Trojan,  you  could  not, 
As  they  were  dead,  your  fword  with  blood  embrue, 
Your  vengeance  on  his  fons  to  take,  you  ought : 
Why  lives  then  Agramant,  whilft  living  you? 
This  is,  what  never  you'll  get  off,  a  blot ; 
Since,  after  inj'ries,  which  fo  monftrous  Ihew, 
That  even  yet  this  King  you  have  not  ilain, 
But,  in  his  court,  and  in  his  pay  remain. 

78. 

To  God,  whom  I'll  adore,  I  make  my  vow, 
Chrifl,  whom  ador'd  my  father,  Godhead  true, 
That  off  from  me  thefe  arms  I'll  never  throw, 
Till  I  avenge  Ruggier,  my  mother  too  : 
And  I  will  grieve,  and  grieve  me  even  new, 
For  thee,  if  e'er  thee  'mongft  the  troops  I  view 
Of  Agramant,  or  other  Moorifh  Lord, 
Save,  to  their  injury,  in  hand  your  fword. 

79- 

O  !  at  this  fpeech,  how  did  exalted  mow 
-  Fair  Bradamant,  and  full  of  joy  appear  ! 
And  does  exhort  Ruggier,  he  fo  mould  do, 
As  his  Marphife  advis'd  with  judgment  clear. 
And  come  to  Charles,  and  caufe  him,  him  to  know, 
Who  fo  much  honours,  lauds,  and  does  revere 
Of  his  fire  Ruggier  the  illuftrious  fame, 
Ajid  even  peerlefs  warrior  him  does  name. 

80. 
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80. 


80. 


Ruggiero  accortamente  le  riffofe, 
Che  da  principio  quejlo  far  dovea  ; 
Ma  per  nan  bene  aver  note  le  cofe, 
Come  ebbe  poi,  tar  data  troppo  avea  ; 
Ora  eflendo  Agramante,  che  git  pofe 
La  fpada  al  fianco,  farebbe  opra  rca 
Dandogli  morte,  efaria  tradltore  ; 
Che  gia  tolto  Paved  per  fuo  Signers. 

81. 

Ben,  come  a  Eradamante  gia  promefle., 
Promette  a  lei  di  tentare  ogn'i  via, 
Tanto,  ch'occafione,  onde  potcjfe 
Levarfi  con  fuo  onor,  nafctr  faria, 
E">  fe  gi(i  fotto  non  I'avra,  nan  dejfe 
La  colpa  altrui,  ma  al  Re  di  Tartaria  \ 
Dal  qital  ne  la  baitaglia,  che  fcca  ebbe, 
Lfifiiato  fu,  come  faper  fi  del/be. 

82. 

Edclla,  ch'ogni  ffi  gli  venia  al  letto, 
fhton  tejlhnon,  quanta  aLvn'altro,  n'era, 
Fufopra  quejlo  ajjai  rifpofto,  e  dctto 
Da  luna^  e  da  I'altra  inclita  guerriera. 
U  ultima  condufion^  F  ultimo  effetto 
£\  che  Ruggier  ritorni  a  la  bandicra 
Del  fuo  Signor,  fin  cbe  cagion  U  accada9 
Che  giujtamente  a  Carh  fe  nc  -vada. 

8.3- 
Lafcialo  pur'  andar^  dicea  Marfifa 

A  Eradamante^  e  non  aver  timore  : 
jr^ra  pocbi  giorni  io  faro  bene  in  gvifa* 
Che  ntn  gli  fia  Agramante  piu  Signore. 
jCosl  dice  el  la,  ne  pero  divifa 
Quanta  di  voter  fare  akbia  r, el  core. 
Tclta  da  lor  licenza  al  fin  Ruggiero 
Per  tornare  al  fuo  Re  vdgea  il  dejlriero. 

•84. 

Qnando  un  pianto  fudi  da  le  vicme 
I' alii  Isnar^  cfa  U  fe  tutti  attenti. 
A  quclla  voce  fan  I'orecchie  chine, 
Che  di  femmina  par,   che  fi  lamenti. 
Ma  voglio  quejlo  canto  abbia  qui  fine  ; 
E  di  quel,  che  voglio  io,  fate  contend  } 
Che  miglior  cofe  vi  prametlo  dire, 
S'a  1'aliro  canto  mi  vtrrete  a  udire, 


Rnggier,  in  way  dlfcreet,  to  them  reply'd  : 
In  the  beginning,  this  he  fhouid  have  donej 
But,  by  not  having  matters  well  defcry'd, 
As  fmce  he  had,  too  long  'twas  let  alone  : 
Now,  as  'twas  Agramant,  to  him  apply'd 
Sword  to  his  flank,  'twould  be  bafe  aftion 
To  give  him  death,  and  he'd  be  traitor  fliown, 
As  him  already  he  for  Lord  did  own. 

81. 

3 uft  as  to  Bradamant  h'  'ad  promife  made, 
To  her  he  promised  ev'ry  way  to  try, 
'Till  opportunity  Ihould  be  difplay'd, 
Whence  he  could  get  from  him,  honourably  : 
And,  if  this  h'  'ad  not  done,  the  fault  be  n't  lay'd 
On  him ;  but  on  the  King  of  Tartary, 
By  whom,  i'  th'  fight,  with  him  h'  'ad  undergone, 
He  left  was,  as  to  ev'ry  one  was  known  : 

82. 

And  {he,  who,  ev'ry  day,  came  to  his  bed, 
As  any,  could  good  evidence  maintain. 
Much  on  this  matter  was  reply'd  and  faid, 
By  each  of  thefe  bright  female  warriors  twain ; 
The  laft  refult  at  length's  determined, 
Rnggier  fhall  to  the  ftandard  turn  again 
Of  his  now  Lord,  till  fit  occafion  fhow: 
That  he,  with  juftice,  unto  Charles  might  go» 

S3- 

Permit  him  therefore  go ;  then  faid  Marphife 
To  Bradamante,  and  conceive  no  dread  ; 
Within  few  days  I'll  acl  in  fuch  a  guife, 
That  Agramant  fhall  be  no  more  his  head. 
Thus  faid  fhe ;  but  herein  did  not  advife, 
What  in  1ier  heart  to  do  had  entered. 
Taking  his  leave  of  them,  Ruggier,  at  laft 
Turn'd  his  freed  round,  and  tow'rds  his  Monarch 

84.  [pafs'd; 

When  from  the  vallies  nigh  a  plaint  they  hear 
Refound,  which  rendei'd  all  of  them  intent ; 
And  to  the  voice  caus'd  them  incline  their  ear, 
Which  feem'd,  as  if  fome  woman  did  lament : 
But  to  this  canto's  end  I  now  would  bear, 
And,  with  this  will  of  mine,  be  ye  content ; 
For  better  things  I  promife  to  relate, 
if  upon  me  nejU  canto  you  will  wait. 
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C*E,  come  in  acquijiar  qualcb'altro  dono^ 
*-*  Che  fenza  indttjlria  nun  puo  dar  natura^ 
Affaticate  notte,  e  difi  fono 
Confomma  diligenza^  e  lunga  cura 
Le  valor  of  e  donne  \  e  fe  con  buono 
SucceJJo  n'e  ufcifopra  non  ofcura  ; 
Ccii  fi  foffin  pc/le  a  quctii  Jludi, 
CW  immortal  f anno  le  mortal  viriudi  : 

2. 

E  eke  per  fe  medefime  potuto 
Avejfin  dar  memoria  a  le  /;>•  lode; 
Nonmendicar  dagli  fcritiori  alutJ^ 
A  i  quali  ajlio,  ed  invidia  il  cor  si  rode, 
Che  I  ben,  che  ne  pon  dir,  fpejfo  e  taciuta^ 
£'I  mal,  quanta  ne  fan,  per  tutto  ?ode\ 
Tanto  il  lor  nonie  forgeria,  che  for  fe 
Viril  fama  a  tal  grado  unqua  non  jorfe, 

Non  ba/Ja  a  molti  di  pre/larfi  fopra 
In  far  l'un  raltro  gloncfo  almondo  ; 
Ch'ancojiudian  di  far,  cbe  fi  dijcopra 
do,  cbe  le  donne  hannc  ft  a  lor  d'immondo. 
Non  le  vorrian  lafciar  vtnir  di  fipra  ; 
E,  quarto  pon,  fan  per  cacciark  al  fondo. 
Dico  g!i  antichi  ;  quafi  Conor  debbia 
D'ejfe  il  loro  ofcurar^  come  il  Sol  nebbia. 

Ma  non  ebbe^  e  non  ha  mono,  ne  lingua 
Fonnando  in  voce,  o  dffcrivendo  in  carte, 
Quantunque  il  mal^  quanta  />&0,  accrefce^  e  impin- 
£  minuendo  il  ben  va  con  ogni  arte  }  \J,uai 

Potcr  perO)  che  de  le  donne  eftingua 
La  gloria  stt  che  non  re  refli  parte  ; 
Ma  non  gia  tal,  che  prejfo  al  fegno  giunga^ 
Ne  cb'ancor  fe  gli  accofti  di  gran  lunga% 

Ch} ' Ar police  non  fuy  non  fu  Tomiri, 
Non  fu  cbiTurno,  non  chi  Ettor  foccorfe, 
Non  chi  feguitada  Sidon,  e  Tiri 
Ando  per  lungomare  in  Libia  a  porfe-\ 
Non  'Lenobia,  non  quella,  che  gii  ^jfiri, 
I  Perft,  e  gl '  Indi  con  vittoriafcorje  ; 
Non  fur  quejh>  e  potb'altre  degnefole^ 
Di  tui per  arme  sterna  fama  vole. 


T  F,  as  fome  other  talent  to  poflefs, 

-*•  Which,  without  toil,  we  can't  from  nature  Ihare, 

Laborioufly  both  night  and  day  addrefs, 

With  utmofl  diligence,  and  utmoft  care, 

Praifeworthy  women,  and  with  good  fuccefs, 

If  therefrom  iffue  operations  rare, 

So  would  they  but  thofe  ftudies  undertake, 

Which  mortal  merit  do  immortal  make : 

2. 

And  that  they  by  themfelves  were  able  made 
Remembrance  of  their  praifes  to  impart, 
Nor  have  recourfe  to  writers  for  their  aid, 
Who  full  of  fpite  and  malice  have  the  heart, 
That  filent  is  the  good  that  might  be  fuid, 
And  th'  ill  they  know,  is  heard  in  ev'ry  part, 
Their  names  would  rife  fo  high,  that  probably 
The  manly  fame  ne'er  rofe  to  fuch  degree. 

To  ufe  their  (kill,  it  does  not  men  fuffice, 

To  make  each  other  in  the  world  renown'J, 

But  ftill  they  to  difcover  means  devife, 

What  'mongft  the  females  may  of  ill  be  found  ; 

Nor  will  they  ever  furTer  them  to  rile, 

And  do  their  utmoft  them  to  caft  to  ground, 

I  fpeak  of  th'  ancients  ;  as  if  the  due  pniife 

Of  ladies,  muft  hide  theirs,  as  clouds  the  folar  rays. 

4- 

But  neither  tongue  or  hand  did  they  poflefs, 
Whence  voice  to  form,  or  to  depaint  in  chart, 
Tho'  they  to  utmoft  did  fwell  out,  increaf* 
The  ill,  decreafe  the  good,  with  ev'ry  art, 
Nor  pow'r,  that  of  the  fweet  fex,  could  rtprefs 
The  glories  fo,  there  fhould  remain  no  part ; 
And  ev'n  this  part  not  near  the  mark  does  get, 
Nor  yet  approaches  it  by  diftance  great. 

5- 

Not  only  Thomyris,  Arpalice, 
Nor  (he  who  Turnus,  fhe  did  Heeler  aid, 
Nor  fhe,   that  by  Sidonians  o'er  the  fea, 
And  Tynans  follovAl,   Lybia  did  invade  ; 
Nor  yet  Zenobi  i,  nor,  wkh  victory, 
Who  o'er  Aiiyrians,  Periians,  Indians,  fway'd, 
Not  only  thefe,  but  numbers  more,  may  claim 
To  have  theif  valour  eterniz'd  by  fame. 

6. 
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Edifedeli,  t  cafte,  e  fag^e,  e  fortl 
State  tie  fon,  non  pur' in  Grecia,  e  in  Roma  ; 
JMa  in  ogni  parte,  ove  fra  gT  Indi  e  gli  Orti 
De  le  Efperide,  il  Sol  fpiega  la  chioma  ; 
De  le  quai  fono  i  pregi,  e  gli  onor  morti 
£i,  ch'dppena  di  mi  lie  una  ft  noma  ; 
E  quefto  perche  avuto  hanno  a  i  lor  tempi 
C.iftrittori  bugiardi,  invidi,  ed  empi. 

Non  reflate  pero,  Donne,  a  cul  giova 
H  bene  oprar,  di  feguir  vo/lra  via  ; 


Ne'da  vijlra  alt  a  imprefa  vi  rtmtva 
Te'na,  che  degno  onor  non  vi  Ji  dia  ; 
Che,  come  cofa  buona  non  Ji  trova, 
Che  duri  fetnpre,  cosi  ancor  ne  ria. 
Se  le  carte  fin  quijiate,  e  gPinchioJlri 
Pir  voi  non  fono,  or  fono  a*  tempi  nojlri. 

8. 

Dianzi  Marullo,  ed  il  Ponton  per  vui 
Sono9  e  duo  Strozzi,  i  I  padre  c' I  figlio,  Jlati  : 
C'e  il  Bembo,  c'e  ilCapel,  c'e  chi,  qual  lui 
l^e^iamo,  ha  tali  i  cortegianfortnati  : 
C'e  un  Luigi  Alaman ;  c'g  ne  fon  dui, 
Di  par  da  Marte,  e  da  le  Mufe  aniatij 
Ambi  delfangue,  eke  regge  la  Terra, 
Chil  Menzo  fende,  e  d'altijiagr.i  ferra. 

9- 

Di  quefli  I'uno,  cltre  che'l  proprio  inJJinta 
Jd  flNftfrw,   e  a  river  iri'i  inch'ma, 
E  far  Pcrnajjo  rifenare,  e  Cinto 
Di  vojira  laude,  e  perls  al del  viiir.a  ; 
L'amor,  liftde^   il  fc>ldo,  e  non  n:ai  v'n.to 
per  minacciar  tii  /irazt,  e  di  ruina 
A.>. two,   cti Ijabclla  gli  ha  dirwjlt  o  ; 
Lefa  ajat '  piu,  the  di 'JeJieJJo,  vcjli  o.      ' 

10. 

/?/,  che  non  e  per  tnal  irovi-rft  Jlanco 
Di  farvi  onor  ne  if  not  vivaci  car  mi. 
E,  s'akri  vi  da  biajmo,  non  e,  ch'anco, 
Sia  piii  pronto  di  lui  per  pigliar  I'artt^. 
E  non  La  ii  mendo  taVtiKtr,  che  manco 
La  vita  fua  per  la  virtu  rijparmi. 
Da  infieme  egli  materia  and* aliri fcrivat 
E  fa  la  gloria  aitrui  fcrivendo  v:va  j 

il. 

Ede  ben  degno,  che  si  ri.ca  donna ^ 
Rlcca  di.  tutti  qucl  valor,   cbi  pojja 
EJfer  fra  qttanu  al  mondo  portin  gonna9 
MKI  non  Ji  fia  di  fua  ioftar,za  mojja  j 
E  fiajtata  per  lui  vera  Colonna 
Spr,czzando  di  For  tuna  ogni  percoffa. 
Di  lei  degno  egli>  e  degna  ella  di  lui  : 
AV  megllo  ffueppiaro  unqua  ahrl  dui> 


And  of  chafte  ladies,  faithful,  v-ife,  and  brave, 
Many,  not  only  Greece  and  Rome,  have  claim 'd, 
But  in  all  parts,  which  the  fun's  fplendor  have, 
From  India  to  th'  Hefperian  gardens  fam'd, 
Whofe  worth  and  honour's  bury'd  in  the  grave, 
So  that  fcarce  one  is  of  a  thoufand  nam'd, 
And  this,  as  they  cotemporaries  had, 
Writers  deceitful,  envious,  and  bad. 

7- 

Yet,  Ladies,  do  not  fail,  whom  does  delight 
Well-doing,  ftill  to  follow  on  your  way  : 
Nor  from  your  high  defigns  let  this  affright, 
That  your  due  honour  no  one  will  difplay  ; 
For  as  on  good  tiling  we  can  never  light, 
So  on  bad  neither,  that  wiil  ever  ftay  ; 
If,  in  old  times,  no  favour  has  been  fhewn 
In  writings,  yet  you  have  it  in  our  own. 

8. 

But  lately  Pontan  and  Marullus  were 
For  you,  and  the  two  Strczzi,  fire  and  fon ; 
Bembo,  Capello,  he  \vho  character 
Of  compleat  courtier  fhowing,  (hows  his  own  : 
There's  Lewis  Alaman,  and  that  great  pair 
Alike  the  Mufes  and  Mars  doat  upon, 
Both  of  the  blood,  which  does  that  kingdom  rule, 
By  Mincius  cut,  enclos'd  by  a  large  pool. 

9- 

Of  one  of  thefe,  befides  that  he's  inclin'd 

By  his  own  bent  to  love  you  and  revere, 

And  to  make  Cinthus  with  ParnafTus  join'd, 

Echo  your  praife,  and  up  to  heaven  bear, 

The  love,  the  faith,  and  the  unconquer'd  mind. 

By  threats  of  ruin,  damages  fevere, 

"Which  Habella  towards  him  has  (hewn, 

Makes  him  much  more  yours,  Ladies,  than  his  own. 

10. 

So  that  he  never  will  be  weary  feen 
Fame  for  you,  by  his  lively  verfe,  to  gain, 
And  if  fome  others  blame  you,  ne'er  has  been 
One,  who  more  readily  hiis  arms  has  ta'en  ; 
Nor  has  the  world  a  knight,  his  life  fo  mean 
Efteems,  the  caufe  of  virtue  to  maintain  : 
For  other's  writings  he  does  fubjecl:  give, 
And  by  his  pen  bids  other's  glory  live  ; 

1 1. 

And  is  well  worthy,  that  fo  rich  a  maid, 
Rich  in  each  excellence  that  e'er  could  be, 
'Mongft  all  the  world  in  female  drefs  array 'd, 
From  him  ftiould  ne'er  remove  her  conftancy, 
And  for  him  a  true  column  fhould  be  made, 
Defpifmg  Fortune's  each  feverity : 
She  of  him  worthy,  of  her  worthy  he, 
More  fuitably  united  could  no  couple  be. 

12. 
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Nttvvi  trefei  pon  su  la  riva  d^Oglio, 
Ch'in  mezzo  aferri,  afuoehi,  a  navi,  a  ruote 
Ha  fparfo  alcun  tanto  ben  fcritto  foglio, 
Che  I  vicinfiume  invidia  aver  gh  pnotc. 
AppreJJo  a  quejlo  un  Ercol  Bentivoglio 
Fa  cbiaro  il  vojlro  onor  con  cbiare  note  \ 
E  Renato  Trivu/zio,  e'l  mh  Guidetio, 
£'l  Molza,  a  dir  di  voi  da  Febo  eletto. 

13. 

C'e'l  DUM  de'Carnttti  Ercol,  fjgliuch 
Del  Duca  mio^  chefpiega  i'ali,  come 
Conor o  Cigno,  e  va  cantando  a  vois, 
E  fitial  cielo  udlr  fa  II  vojho  name. 
C'e  il  m/0  Signer  del  l''aji^  a  cui  tun  fob 
Di  dare  a  iridle  dtene,  e  a  mile  Rome 
Dife  mater ia  bajla  ;  ch'unco  accenna 
folt)  vl  et  erne  far  con  la  fua  penna. 

14. 

£d  oltre  a  quejli,  ed  allri,  d'ffggt  avtfe, 
Chi  v'banm  data  gloria,  e  ve  la  danvo  j  ' 
Voi  per  voi  Jicjfi  dar  ve  la  pstete  ; 
Pot  cbe  moke  lafiiando  /'ago,  e'/ panr.ot 
Son  con  le  Muje  a  fpegnerji  la  fete 
dlfonte  d1  Aganippe  andate,  e  vanno  ; 
E  ne  ritsrnan  tai,  cbe  fopra  vsjlra 
E  pin  bifogno  a  noi>  cb'a  voi  la  ncjlra. 

15. 

Se3  cbiftan  qv.ejle,  e  di  ciafcun*  vcgfo 
Render  buon  conto,  e  degno  pregio  darle  ; 
Bifognera,  cb'io  -verghi  piu  d'unfoglio^ 
E  ch'oggi  il  canto  mio  d'aliro  nonpark. 
E  s'd  lo/iame  cinque,  o  fei  ne  toglio, 
lopotrei  laltre  offendere,  e  fdegnarle. 
Che  faro  dunquc  ?  bo  da  tacer  d'ogn'una  ? 
Opurfra  tante  fceglierr.e  fd'una  ? 

16. 

Sceglieronne  una^  e  fceglierolla  tale, 
Cbefuperato  avrd  L'iwidia  in  >nodoy 
Che  nejjun' altra  potra  avert  d  maley 
Sel'altretaccio,  e  fe  lei  f oh  lodi. 
Quejruna  ha  nonpurfefatta  immortak 
Col  dolce  Jlil,  di  cbe  il  migiior  non  odo  ; 
Mapitoqualunqve,  tit  cut  parti,  ofcriva, 
Trar  ddjepolcro,  e  far  cb'eterno  viva. 

17. 

Come  Fcfa  la  Candida  forella 
Fa  piu  di  luce  adorna,  e  piu  la  mira, 
Cbe  Venere>  o  cbe  Maia*  o  cValtrajlella, 
Cbe  va  col  cielo,  o  the  da  fe  fe  gira\ 
Cos]  facondia,  piu  ch'a  falire^  a  quella, 
Di  cb'io  vi  parlo,  e  piu  dilcezza  Jpira  ; 
E  da  talfot  z.a  a  I'aiie  fue  parole, 
Ch'cn.a  udi  nojlri  il  (id  d'kn'alin  Sok, 
VOL,  II. 


12. 


He  trophies  new  erects  on  Oglio, 

Who,  in  the  midft  of  (hips,  wheels,  fword  and  blaze, 

Has  wrote  fo  elegant  a  folio, 

That  of  the  neighb'ring  flream  might  envy  raife  ; 

Near  to  him  Herc'les  Bentivoglio, 

With  founding  notes  your  honour  clear  difplays  ; 

Renate  Trivulcius,  and  my  Guidett, 

And  Molza,  chofe  by  Phoebus  you  to  celebrate. 

There's  Hercules,  Carnuti's  Duke,  the  fon 

Of  my  Duke,  who  his  wings  does  fpread  around, 

Like  the  fweet  fwan,  and  by  his  flight  is  mown 

Your  fame,  and  up  to  heav'n  is  made  refound  ; 

There  is  my  Lord  of  Vailo,  not  alone 

Of  whom,  for  thoufand  Athens,  Rome  is  found 

Sufficient  matter,  but  does  tokens  give, 

He,  with  his  pen,  will  make  you  ever  live. 

And,  befides  thefe  and  more,  now  on  you  ^-ait. 
Who  to  you  glory  gave,  and  will  beftow, 
You  of  yourfeives  can  for  yourfelves  create, 
Since  many  from  them  do  the  needle  throw, 
And  with  the  Mufes,  thirft  to  fatiate 
To  Aganippe's  font  have  gone,  and  go  ; 
And  in  fuch  way  return,  each  work  of  yours 
We  have  more  need  of,  than  you  have  of  ours. 

If,  who  thefe  are,  and  of  them  each  I'd  make 
A  juft  account,  and  their  true  worth  declare, 
It's  needful  I  in  many  leaves  mnfl  fpeak, 
And  nothing  elfe  fhould  in  my  fong  have  fliare ; 
And  if,  to  praife  them,  five  or  fix  I  take, 
The  reft  to  me  might  anger,  hatred  bear. 
What  flvall  I  do  then  ?  drop  them  ev'ry  one  ? 
Or,  'mongit  fo  many,  choofe  out  one  alone  > 

1 6. 

I'll  choofe  out  one,  and  fuch  an  one,  that  flic 

All  envy  /hall  fuch  way  in  triumph  bear, 

That  no  one  other  can  offended  be, 

If  all  I  drop,  her  praife  alone  declare  ; 

Wh'as  gain'd  not  only  immortality, 

By  her  fweet  notes,  the  beft  I  e'er  did  hear, 

But  of  whoe'er  (he  deigns  to  write  or  fpeak, 

Can  from  the  grave  draw  forth,  and  them  immortal 

1 7.  [make. 
.As  Phcebus  more  furveys  his  fitter  fair, 

And  does  adorn  of  light  with  greater  (tore, 
Than  Venus,  Mercury,  or  other  liar, 
That  wheels  by  th'  heavens,  or  by  its  own  pow'r ; 
So  does  he  fire  with  eloquence  mere  rare 
Than  others,  her  I  fing,  with  tweetnefs  more, 
And  on  her  lofty  vorcls  fuch  force  bcftow, 
As,  with  another  fun.  now  makes  the  heavens  glow. 
-H  h  18. 
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18. 


Vittona  e'l  name  ;  e  ben  convienfi  a  nata 
Fra  le  vittorie  j  e  a  chi,  o  vada,  ojlanzi, 
Di  trofei  fempre,  e  di  trionfi  ornata 
La  vittoria  abbia  feco,  odietro,  o  innanzi ; 

a  e  urialtra  Artemifia,  cbe  lodata 
u  di  pieta  verfo  il  fuo  Maufolo  ;  anzl 
Tanto  maggior,  quanta  e  piu  ajjai  bell'opray 
Cbe  por  fit  terra  un'uom,  trarlo  di  fopra. 

19. 

Se  Laodamia,  fe  la  moglier  di  Bruto, 
S'drria,  s'drgia,  s'Evadne,  e  faltre  molte 
Meritar  laude  per  aver  valuta, 
Morti  i  mar  it  it  ejjer  con  lor  fepolte : 
Quanta  onore  a  Vittoria  e  piu  dovuto, 
Cbe  di  Letet  e  del  Rio,  che  no<ue  volte 
L' 'ombre  circonda,  ha  tratto  il  fuo  conforte 
Malgrado  de  le  Par  che,  e  de  la  Morte  ? 

20. 

S'alfiero  Acbille  Invidia  de  la  Mara 
Meonia  tromba  il  Macedonico  ebbe  ; 
Quanta,  invitto  Francefco  di  Pefcara, 
Magglore  a  te,  fe  vivej/e  or,  favrebbe, 
Che  si  cajla  mogliere,  e  a  te  si  cara 
Canti  Feterno  onor,  che  ti  Ji  debbe ; 
E  che  per  lei  si  il  name  tuo  rimbombe, 
Che  da  bramar  non  hai  piu  chiare  trombe, 

21. 

Se,  quanto  dir  fe  ne  potrebbe,  o  quanta 
Jo  n'ko  defer,  volejji  porre  in  carte, 
Ne  direi  lungamente  -,  ma  non  tanto, 
Ch'a  dir  non  ne  rejlafje  anco  gran  parte  \ 
£  di  Marfifa,  e  de  i  compagni  intanto 
La  btlla  ifloria  rimarria  da  parte  i 
La  quale  iovi  promiji  di  feguire, 
S'tn  quefto  canto  mi  verrefte  a  udire. 

22. 

Or  a  efjendo  voi  qui  per  afcoltarmi, 
Ed  io  per  non  mancar  de  la  promejjay 
Serbero  a  maggisr'ozio  di  provarmi, 
Ch'ogni  laude  di  leifea  da  me  efpreffa ; 
Non  perch* io  credo  bifognar  rniei  carmi 
A chi  fe  ne  fa  copia  da  fe  JleJJa\ 
Mafol  perfatisfare  a  quejlo  mio, 
C'ho  d'onorarla,  e  di  lodar^  dif:o. 

,23- 
Donne,  ioconchiudoinfomma,  ch'ogni  ttate 

Molte  ha  di  vsi  degne  d'ijloria  avute  j 
Ma  per  invidia  di  fci  iitori  ftate 
Non  fate  dopo  rnorte  consfciute  : 
11  che  piu  non  fara,  psi  che  voi  fate 
Per  voi  fteffe  immortal  vojlra  virtute. 
Se  far  le  due  cognate  fapean  quejio, 
Si  fapria  meglio  ogni  lor 


Viftoria  is  the  name  with  which  fhe's  grac'd, 
Well  fuiting  her,  born  amongft  viftories, 
Always  adorn'd  with  triumphs,  trophies  rais'd, 
Before,  behind,  Itill  with  her  vift'ry  flies  ; 
This  other  Artemifia  is,  fo  prais'd 
For  love  to  her  Maufolns,  fo  the  prize 
She  claims,  by  how  much  it  is  work  more  fair,. 
To  refcue  man  from  death,  than  to  interr. 

19. 

If  Brutus'  wife,  if  Laodamia, 
Evadne,  Arria,  Argia,  many  more 
Merited  praife,  their  hu  (bands  dead  that  they 
In  mind  to  be  interred  with  them  bore, 
How  much  more  honour's  to  Victoria 
Due,  who  from  Lethe's  and  the  river's  fhore 
Nine  times  the  mades  furrounding,  refcued  hath 
Her  fpoufe,  fpite  of  the  Faroe,  fpite  of  death. 

20. 

If  envy,  for  the  trump,  Mxonian,  clear, 
To  fierce  Achilles  bore  the  Macedoli, 
How  much,  unconquer'd  Francis  of  Pefcare, 
Greater  to  you  had  he,  now  living,  fhown, 
When  fings  fo  chafte  a  wife,  to  you  fo  dear, 
Th'  eternal  honour,  you  fo  juftly  own, 
And  by  her  if  your  name  does  fo  rebound, 
You  could  not  wiih  a  clearer  trumpet  found. 

21. 

If  all  that  could  be  faid  of  you,  or  I 
Have  a  defire  my  verfes  fhould  contain, 
I  fhould  be  tedious,  nor  fo  much  fupply, 
That  yet  a  great  part  ftiould  not  ftill  remain,, 
And  of  Marphifa,  and  her  company, 
Mean  time  the  ftory  fweet  I  fhould  detain, 
Which  I  did  promife  to  you  to  relate, 
If  upon  me  this  canto  you  would  wait. 

22. 

Since  then  you  now  are  prefent,  it  to  hear, 

And,  that  my  promife  may  not  frail  be  fhown, 

I'll  flay  for  greater  leifure  to  declare 

Each  praife  of  her's,  by  me  fhall  be  made  known ; 

Not  that  I  think  my  verfes  wanted  are, 

When  fh'as  fo  great  a  plenty  of  her  own  ; 

Only  to  fatisfy  this  my  defire, 

As  to  her  praife  and  honour  I  afpire. 

23- 

Ladies,  I  thus  conclude,  that  each  age  has 
Hiftories  many,  worthy  of  you,  had  ; 
But,  by  the  writer's  envy,  never  was 
After  your  death  your  fame  to  us  difplay'd  j 
Which  fhall  no  more  be  fo,  by  your  own  lays, 
Since  your  own  worth  you  have  immortal  made  r 
If  the  two  kindred  Ladies  this  could  do, 
Each  worthy  feat  of  theirs  they'd  better  fliew. 

24- 
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Di  Bradamante^  e  di  Marfifa  dico> 
Le  cut  vittoriofe  indite  prove 
J)i  ritornare  in  luce  nfaffatico  : 
Ma  de  le  diece  mancanmi  le  nove. 
Quejle,  ch'io  fit  ben  volentieri  efplico  ; 
Si  per  che  cgni  bell'opra  /i  dc',  dove 
Occult  a  Jia,  fcoprir  ;  n  perche  bramo 
A  voi,  donnet  aggradir,  ch'onoro,  ed  amo. 

25. 

Stava  Ruggier,  contio  vi  dij/iy  in  atto 
Di  partirji,  ed  avea  commiato  prefo-t 
E  da  Forbore  il  brando  gia  ritratto, 
Chi,  come  dianzi,  non  glifu  contefo  ; 

fvando  un  gran  pianto,  che  non  lungo  tratto 
•a  Ionian,  lo  fe  rejlar  fofpefo  ; 
E  con  le  Donne  a  quella  via  Ji  mojjey 
Per  aiutary  dove  bifogno  fojje. 

26. 

Spingonfe  innanzi  ;  e  via  piu  chiaro  ilfum  ne 
Viene,  e  via  piu  fan  le  parole  intefe  : 
Giunti  ne  la  vallea  trovan  tre  Donne  ^ 
Che  fan  quel  duolo,  ajjaljlrane  in  arnefe\ 
Che  jin'a  rombilico  ha  lor  le  gonne 
Scorciate  non  fo  chi,  poco  cortefe, 
E  per  non  faper  meglio  elle  celarji, 
Stdeano  in  terra  ,  e  non  ardian  levarji. 

27. 

Come  quel  figlio  di  Vulcan,  che  venne 
Fuor  de  la  polve  fenza  madre  in  vita  ; 
E  Palladenutrir  fe  con  Tolenne 
Cur  a  da  Aglauroy  al  veder  troppo  ardita  t 
Sedendo,  afcoft  i  brutti  piedi  tenne 
Su  la  quadriga,  da  lui  trima  ordita  : 
Cost  quelle  tre  giovani  le  cofe 
Secrete  lor,  tenean,  fedendo,  afcofe. 

28. 

Lo  fpettacolo  enorme,  e  difonejlo 
L'una,  e  Faltra  magnanima  guerriera 
Fe  del  color  )  che  ne  i  giardin  di  Pejlo 
EJJer  la  rofa  fuol  da  primavera- 
Riguardo  Bradanwnte  ;  e  manifefto 
Tojio  lefu,  che  Ulania  una  d'ejfa  era^ 
Ulania,  che  da  I'ifola  Perduta 
In  Francia  mejfaggiera  era  venuta. 

29. 

E  riconobbe  non  men  I'altre  due, 
Che,  dove  vide  lei,  vide  effe  ancora  j 
Ma  fe  nandaron  le  parole  fue 
A  quella  de  le  tre,  ch'ella  piu  onora  j 
E  le  domanda  ;  chi  si  iniquofue, 
E  si  di  legge,  e  di  coflumi  fuora  ; 
Che  quei  fegreti  a  gli  occhi  altrui  riveli, 
Che,  quanta  puo,  par, 


24. 


che  Natura  celi. 


Of  Bradamante  and  Marphife  I  fpeak, 

Of  whom  viftorious  proofs  of  bravery, 

To  bring  again  to  light  I  labour  take, 

But,  out  of  ten,  nine  will  be  wanting  me  : 

Of  what  I  know,  I  willing  mention  nwke, 

As  well  that  each  fair  work  difplay'd  mould  be, 

That  hidden  is ;  as  that  my  wifh  does  move 

You,  Ladies,  to  delight,  whom  I  efteem  and  love. 

25- 

Ruggiero  Handing  was,  as  I  have  faid, 
In  a<ft  of  parting,  and  his  leave  had  ta'en, 
And  had  recover'd  from  the  tree  his  blade, 
Which,  as  before,  now  did  not  it  retain  ; 
When  a  great  noife,  which  not  far  off  was  made, 
Forc'd  him,  attentive  to  it,  flop  again, 
And  with  the  Ladies  to  that  way  he  went, 
To  help,  where  there  perhaps  was  need,  intent. 

26. 

They  hurried  on,  and  now  the  found  more  clear 
Came,  and  they  heard  diflincter  what  was  faid; 
Arriv'd  at  th'  valley,  found  three  Ladies  there, 
Who  made  this  moan,  in  oddefl  drefs  array'd, 
Whofe  habits  from  the  waifl  fome  one  did  tear, 
I  know  not  who,  of  courtefy  fo  bad, 
And  as  they  could  not  better  hide  from  fighr, 
They  fat  on  earth,  and  dare  not  get  upright. 

27- 

As  Vulcan's  offspring,  whom  the  duft  did  bear, 
From  which  he  without  mother  life  obtain'd, 
And  Pallas,  by  Aglaurus'  conflant  care, 
Had  nurs'd,  too  eagerly  the  fight  who  gain'd, 
His  feet  deformed  hid  beneath  the  car, 
Sitting,  th'  invention  by  him  firft  ordain'd, 
So  thefe  three  damfels  did  themfelves  fecrete, 
Still  hiding  them  by  keeping  of  their  feat. 

28. 

The  fhocking  fight,  indecent  to  the  view, 
Of  each  the  female  warriors  of  renown 
Render'd  the  face  of  the  fpring-rofe's  hue, 
Which  is  in  Paeflan  gardens  newly  blown  ; 
Fair  Bradamante  look'd,  and  quickly  knew 
Ulania  of  this  company  was  one, 
Ulania,  from  the  ifland,  Loft  by  name, 
Who  unto  France  upon  the  errand  came. 

29. 

Nor  lefs  the  other  two  did  recollect, 
Whom  me  had  feen,  where  alfo  fhc  faw  her, 
But  to  that  one  did  her  difcourfe  direct, 
Whom  moft  fhe  chofe  in  honour  to  prefer, 
And  aflc'd  her,  Who  could  do  fo  bale  an  acl, 
And  from  all  laws  fo  much,  all  cuftoms  err, 
To  other's  eyes,  thefe  fecrets  to  reveal, 
Which  nature  feems  fo  clofely  to  conceal. 

H  h  2  30. 
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Vlanla^  che  conc-fce  Bradamantf, 
Nonmeno,  ch'a  i'e  infegne,  a  lafavclla, 
Ejftr  cclei,  che  pochi  giorni  innante 
Alien  gittati  i  tre  guerrier  di  fella  ; 
Narra,  cbe  ad  tin  cajlel  psco  dtftants 
Una  ria  gente  di  pieta  ribella 
O'tre  a  I'ingiuria  di  fcordarb  i  panni 
L'avea  battuta^  e  fattjle  altri  danni. 

31- 

Ne  le  fa.  dir,  che  de  lofcudofta^ 
Ne  de  i  tre  Re,  che  per  tanti  paefi 
Fatto  le  avean  si  lunga  compagnia  ; 
Won  fa,  fe  mar//,  o  fian  reftati  pre/i ; 
E  dice,  c'ha  pigliata  qnf/ia  via, 
Jlnccr  ih'andare  a  pie  tnolto  le  peji ; 
Per  richiamarfi  de  foltraggio  a  Carlo, 
Sperando,  che  nonfta  per  tokrarlo. 

.  32- 

A  It  guerriere,  ed  a  Ruggitr,  che  meno 
Nan  han  pietoji  i  cor,  ch'audaci>  e  farti  ; 
Dibei  viji  turbo  I'aer  fcreno 
L'udire^  e  piu  il  veder  si  gravi  torti  ; 
Ed  tbbliando  ogn'altro  aJJ-ar,  ch'avieno, 
£  fenza  che  gil  pieghi,  o  che  gli  effort  i 
La  Donna  affiitta,  a  far  lafua  vendetta  j 
Pigllan  la  via  verfo  qud  luogo  in  fretta. 

33- 

Di  cowune  parcr  le  foprcrvvefte, 
Mffi  da  gran  bonta,  s'avcano  traite  ; 
C/ia  ricoprir  le  parti  mtno  onefle 
Di  quelle  fventurate^  aj/ai  furo  attc. 
Rradamante  non  vuol,  ch'Ulania  pfftt 
Leftrade  a  pie^  ch'avea  a  piedi  anco  fattt ; 
E  je  la  leva  in  grappa  del  deftriero , 
Ualtra  Marffa,  e  Faltra  il  busn  Ruggiers. 

34- 

Ulania  a  Bradamante,  che  la  porta, 
Moftra  la  via,  che  va  alcatel  piu  dritta. 
Bradantante  a  i'incontro  lei  confcrta^ 
Che  la  vendichera  di  chi  fha  cfflitta. 
L,ajclan  h  valle,  e  per  via  iunga^  i?  torta 
Saglion  un  colle  or  a  man  manca,  or  ritta  j 
E  prirna  il  Solfu  dtntro  il  mare  afcofa^ 
Che  vclejfir  tra  via  prender  ripefo. 

35- 

Trovaro  una  villeita,  che  Li  fchiena 

D'un  erto  cclle  a  [pro  a  falir  tenea  j 

Ove  cbbon  buono  albergo^  e  buona  ccnay 

^uah  avere  in  quel  loco  Ji  potea. 

Si  jnirano  d'intsrno^  e  quivi  piefta 

Ogni  parte  di  dor.ne  Ji  vedea^ 

£>um  giovani,  qnai  vecchie ;  e  in  tanto  fluolo 

Facda  non  vapparia  d'un  uornefilo* 
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Ulania,  who  did  Bradamante  know, 

By  fpeech,  no  lefs  than  her  efcutcheon, 

To  be  the  fame,  who  a  few  days  ago, 

Had  the  three  warriors  from  their  feats  beat  down. 

That  at  a  caftle  near,  to  her  did  fhow, 

A  people  bafe,  void  of  companion, 

Befides  the  harm  their  veflments  to  deflroy, 

Had  beat  them,  and  did  otherwife  annoy. 

31- 

Nor  could  (he  tell  where  now  the  fhield  might  be, 
Or  the  three  Kings,  who  over  many'  a  plaia 
For  fo  long  time  had  bore  her  company, 
Nor  knew  if  dead,  or  captive,  they  remain ; 
And  faid,  that  flue  pnrfued  had  this  way, 
Tho'  travelling  on  foot  her  much  did  pain, 
To  Charles  this  cruel  outrage  to  refer, 
Hoping,  fuch  injury  he  would  not  be  r. 

32- 

O'th'  warriorefles  and  Ruggier,  who  had 
Heart  full  of  pity  as  of  bravery, 
The  vifages  ferene,  difturbed  made 
To  hear  thefe  heavy  wrongs,  much  more  to  fee  j 
And  each  defign  forgetting  they  had  laid, 
And  without  pray'rs  of  the  aira'cled  fhe, 
Befeeching  them  vengeance  for  her  to  take ; 
Towards  that  place  they  hafty  journey  make. 

Their  upper  garments  then,  with  joint  confenr, 
Mov'd  by  companion  great,  they  fudden  quit, 
The  nakednefs  to  cover,  with  intent, 
Of  thefe  unhappy,  as  they  well  did  fit ; 
Bradamant,  as  on  foot  Ulania  went 
So  far,  flill  to  go  on  would  not  permit, 
But  on  her  horfe's  crupper  her  did  rear, 
T'other  Marphife,  t'other  the  good  Ruggier. 

34- 

To  Bradamant,  who  carry'd  her  behind, 
Ulania  neareft  way  to  th'  fort  did  flicw ; 
Bradamant,  in  return,  confol'd  her  mind, 
As  fhe'd  revenge  wrong  me  did  undergo  ; 
Leaving  the  vale  by  road  that  long  did  wind, 
They  climb  a  hill,  now  left  hand,  right  hand  now ; 
And  firft  the  fun  was  hid  beneath  the  fea, 
Ere  they  would  take  refreshment  on  their  way. 

They  found  a  little  vill,  which  on  the  back 

Of  hill  ftecp,  favage,  fituated  was, 

Where  they  good  lodging  had,  good  fupper  make, 

As  could  expecled  be  in  fuch  a  place ; 

As  what  was  to  be  feen  around  they  feek, 

Of  women  they  behold  full  ev'ry  fpace, 

Some  young,  fome  old,  in  fo  great  multitude, 

Not  of  one  iingle  man  the  face  they  view'd. 
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Non  piu  a  Ciafon  di  maraviglia  denno, 
Ne  a  gli  drgonauti,  che  venian  con  lui, 
Le  do/me,  che  i  mariti  morir  fenno, 
E  if  gli,  e  i  padri  co'  Ifratellifid; 
Si  che  per  tutta  I'ifola  di  Lenno 
Di  virilfaccia  nonfi  vider  dui ; 
Che  Ruggier  quii'i,  e  chi  con  Ruggier  erat 
Maraviglia  ebbe  a  falloggiar  la  f era. 

Fero  ad  Ulania,  ed  a  le  damigeUe, 
Che  venivan  con  lei,  le  due  gucrriere 
La  fera  proveder  di  tre  gonelle, 
Se  non  cost  polite,  almeno  intere, 
Afe  chiama  Ruggiero  una  di  quell* 
Donne,  ch'abitan  quivi,  e  vuol  fapere, 
Ove  gli  uomini  Jian,  che  un  non  ne  vede, 
Ed  ella  a  lui  quejla  rifpojia  diede. 

38. 

Qiiejla,  che  forfe  e  maravigiia  a  voit 
Che  tante  donne  fenza  uomini  fianio, 
E'  grave,  e  intolerabil  pena  a  noi, 
Che  qui  bandite  mifcre  viviamo. 
E,  perche  il  duro  efilio  piu  ci  annci, 
Padri,  JigH,  e  mariti,  che  s)  amiamo, 
Afpro,  e  lungo  divorzio  da.  noi  f anno  t 
Come  place  al  crudcl  noftro  Tiranno. 

39- 

Da  le  fue  terre,  le  quaifon  vicine 
jj/  nii  due  legke,  e  dove  noi  JLirn  nate, 
^iu  ci  ha  mandato  U  Barbaro  in  cotifine, 
Prima  di  mille  fi  orni  ingiuriate  ; 
Ed  ha  gli  uonuni  nojlri,  e  noi  mefchine 
Di  morte,  e  d 'ogni  Jlrazio  minacciate  ; 
Se  quelli  a  noi  verranno,  b  glijia  dettot 
Che  noi  diarn  lor,  venendoci,  ricette. 

40. 

Nimico  e  si  ccftui  del  no/lro  ncme, 
Che  non  ci  vuol,  piu  ch'io  vi  dico,  apprejjb ; 
Ne,  clfa  nci  venga  alcuti  de'nvjiri ;  come 
L'odor  lammorbi  del  femmineo  fejjc. 
Gia  due  volte  fonor  de  le  lor  chiome 
S'hanno  fpcgliato  gli  alberi,  e  rimcjjb-, 
Da  indi  in  qub,  che' I  rio  Signer  vaneggia 
In  furor  tanto,  e  non  e  chfl  correggia. 

41. 

Che'l  popolo  ha  di  lui  quella  paura, 
Che  maggicr  aver  pub  Vuom  de  la  morte; 
Ch'aggiunto  al  mal  voler,  gli  ha  la  natura 
Una,  p&jfanza  Juor  d'umana  forte, 
II  corpo  JUG  di  giganteajtatura, 
E  piu,  che  di  cenfaltri  infieme,  forte. 
Ne  pur  a  noi  fut;  fuddite  e  molcjto, 
Jttafa  a  lejlratie  uncor  peggio 


36. 


To  Jafon  not  more  wonder  did  fupplr, 
Nor  to  the  Argonauts  in  's  company, 
The  women,  who  their  hu  (bands  caus'd  to  die, 
And  Cons,  and  fathers,  and  fraternity, 
That  you,  of  manly  face,  could  not  efpy 
Two,  thro'  the  ifle  of  Lemnos  totally,    • 
Than  Ruggier,  and  his  two  companions  fair, 
At  this  night's  lodging  here  furprized  were. 

37- 

Now  for  Ulania,  and  who  with  her  hied, 
Was  order'd  by  the  female  warriors  two, 
That  they  that  night  three  garments  fhould  p-ovide, 
Which,  tho'  not  fine,  compleat  at  leaft  did  (hjw  : 
Ruggier,  one  of  the  women  cnll'd  a  fide, 
Who  here  inhabited,  and  wifti'd  to  know, 
Where  the  men  were,  as  he  could  not  efpy 
One  ;  and  to  him  (he  render'd  this  reply : 

38- 

What  may,  perhaps,  raife  your  aftonifliment, 
That  without  men  fo  many  women  are, 
To  us  is  heavy,  cruel  punifhment, 
Who  here  mufl  live  in  banifhment  fevere ; 
And  that  our  exile  hard  may  more  torment, 
Our  fathersyhu (bands,  fons,  to  us  fo  dear, 
In  cruel  kng  divorce  from  us  remain, 
As  our  bafe  tyrant's  pleafure  does  ordain. 

39- 

From  his  own  territories,  which  are  nigh 
To  us  about  two  leagues,  where  we  \v^ie  born, 
To  this  place  the  Barbarian  caus'd  us  fly, 
Fir  ft  injuring  with  thoufand  wrongs  and  fcorn ; 
And  has  with  death,  and  ev'ry  miftry, 
Our  hufbands  threatened  and  us  forlorn, 
If  it  is  told  him,  they  to  us  arrive, 
Or  to  them  coming  we  reception  give. 

40. 

He  to  our  name  fuch  enmity  does  bear* 
He  will  not  have  us  nearer  than  I  fpeak  ; 
Nor  let  to  us  any  his  men  come  near, 
As  if  the  fmell  of  women  made  him  fick  : 
Now  twice  the  loaded  honours  that  they  wear, 
The  trees  defpoil'd  give  up  and  do  retake, 
Since  our  bafe  Lord  has  to  this  furious  aft 
Broke  forth,  and  there  is  none  that  dare  correct. 

41. 

Becaufe  all  people  he  fo  terrifies, 
Of  death  itfelf  they  can't  have  greater  fear, 
As  nature  to  his  ill  defigns  fupplies 
A  pow'r  furpaffing  man's  beyond  compare  : 
His  body  is  above  a  giant's  fize, 
His  ftrength  than  hundred  others  greater  fa-; 
Nor  us  his  fubje<fb  only  does  moleft, 
But  Grangers  with  ftill  greater  ills  infeft. 
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42. 

Se  I'onor  vojtro*  e  queft*  tre  vifono 
Punto  care,  cb'avetein  compagnia, 
Piu  vi  faraftcuro,  utile,  e  buono 
Non  gir  piii  innanzi,  e  trovar'altra  via. 

ftefta  al  taftelde  Fuom,  di  cb'io  ragiono9 
provar  mena  la  cojluma  ria, 
Che  v'ba  pojta  il  crudel  con  fcorno,  e  danntt 
Di  donne,  e  di  guerrier,  che  di  la  vanno, 

43- 

Marganor' il  fellon  (cos:  fi  chiama 
II  Tiranno,  o  il  Sign  or  di  quel  cajlello) 
Del  qual  Nerone,,  o  s'altri  e,  ch'abbia  fama 
Di  crudelta,  non  fu  piu  iniquo,  e  fello ; 
II  fangue  uman,  ma'lfemminil  piu  kramat 
Che' I  lupo  non  lo  brama  de  I'agnello. 
Fa  con  onta  fcacciar  le  donne  tutte 
Da  lor  ria  forte  a  quelcaJJel  condutle. 

Percbe  quell' etnpio  in  tal  furor  venijje 
Volfer  le  donne  intendere,  e  Ruggiero  ; 
Pregar  colei,  cb'in  cortefia  feguijft^ 
Anzi  cbe  cominciajje  il  conto  intero. 
Fu  il  Signor  del  cajlel,  la  donna  aij/e9 
Setnpre  crudel,  fempre  inumano,  e  Jiero  ; 
Ma  tenne  un  tempo  il  cor  maligno  afcojh, 
Neft  lafcio  conofcer  cosi  tojlo. 

45- 

Che  mentre  due  fuoi  figli  erano  vivi, 
Molto  diverfi  da  i  paterniJJili } 
Cb'amavan  forejiieri,  ed  eran  fcbivi 
Di  crude/fade,  e  de  gli  altri  atti  vili-y 
£htivi  le  cortefte  forivan,  quivi 
I  bei  coftumi)  e  fopere  gentili ; 
Che' I  padre  mai,  quantunque  avaro  fojje^ 
Da  quely  cln  lor  p;aceay  non  il  rimoj/e. 

46. 

ie  donne,  e  i  cavalier,  cbe  quejla  via 
Facean  talor,  venian  si  ben  raccolti^ 
Che  ft  parti  an  de  I'alta  cortejia 
De  i  duo  germani,  innamorati  molti. 
Ambediio  quejii  di  cavalier ia 
Parimcnte  i  far.ti  crdini  avean  tolti  \ 
Cilandro  /*««,  I'altro  Tanacro  detio, 
Gagliardi)  arditi,  e  di  reale  afpttto. 

47- 

Ed  eran  veramente,  efarianjlati 
Sempre  di  laude  degni,  e  d'ogni  onore  j 
Se  in  preda  non  JifoJJino  si  dati 
A  quel  defer,  che  nominianto  Amore  ; 
Per  cui  dalbuon  fentier  fur  traviati 
Al  labirinto,  ed  al  cammin  d'errore  ; 
E  do,  che  mai  di  buono  aveano  fatto, 
Rejio  conta?ninato3  e  brutto  a  un  tratto. 


42. 


If  your  own  honour,  and  thefe  three  are  dear 
To  you,  whom  you  have  in  your  company, 
'Twould  be  more  ufeful,  fafer,  better  far, 
Not  to  go  on,  but  feek  fome  other  way  : 
This,  to  his  fort,  of  whom  I  fpeak,  does  bear, 
To  fubjeft  you  to  th'  wonted  cruelty, 
Which  he,  inhuman,  fix'd  for  the  difgrace 
Of  dames  and  knights,  who  travel  by  that  place. 

43- 

The  villain  Marganor,  for  fo  they  name 
The  tyrant,  who  has  of  this  fort  th'  empire,    - 
Than  whom  Nero,  or  others,  who  have  fame 
Of  cruelty,  was  not  more  bafe  or  dire, 
At  human  blood,  but  women's  moft,  does  aim  ; 
Nor  more  the  wolf  does  that  of  lambs  defire ; 
And  women  all  with  fhame  away  does  drive, 
Who,  by  ill  fate,  do  at  his  fort  arrive. 

44- 

Wherefore  he  bafe  into  fuch  fury  flew, 
The  ladies  and  Ruggier  to  know  defire, 
Begg'd  her,  fhe  would  in  courtefy  purfue, 
Rather  that  fhe'd  begin  the  tale  entire : 
This  caftle's  Lord,  the  woman  did  renew, 
Inhuman,  cruel,  always  was,  and  dire; 
But  his  malignant  heart  a  while  conceal'd 
He  kept,  nor  made  himfelf  fo  foon  reveaPd. 

45- 

For  while  alive  his  two  fons  did  remain, 
Much  difT'rent  from  their  father's  turn  were  they; 
For  they  all  Grangers  lov'd,  and  did  difdain 
Each  action  that  was  bafe,  each  cruelty : 
All  courtefies  did  flourish  here  amain. 
Here  manners  good,  acts  of  gentility ; 
For  that,  however  covetous,  their  fire 
Ne'er  from  their  pleafures  forc'd  them  to  retire. 

46. 

Ladies  and  cavaliers,  who  came  this  way 
Sometimes,  fo  heartily  were  welcomed, 
That  they  departed,  with  th'  high  courtery 
Of  the  two  brothers  much  enamoured ; 
Who  both  of  them  had  now  of  chivalry 
Alike  the  facred  orders  entered ; 
Cilander  one,  one  was  Tanacro  nam'd, 
For  royal  afpeft,  ftrength,  and  courage  fam'd. 

47- 

And  then  they  truly  were,  and  would  have  been 
Still  worthy  of  each  honour,  ev'ry  praife, 
If  as  a  prey  they  never  had  been  ta'en 
By  that,  which  we  call  Love,  impetuous  blaze ; 
Which  them  from  virtue's  path  did  devious  train 
To  labyrinths,  and  to  erroneous  ways ; 
And,  all  they  ever  had  perform 'd  of  good, 
At  once  foul  and  contaminated  ihew'd. 
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48. 


48. 


Capita  quhi  un  cavalier  di  carte 
Del  Greco  Jmperador,  che  feco  avta 
Una  fua  donna  di  maniere  accorte, 
Bella,  quanta  bramar  piu  fe  potea. 
Cilandro  in  lei  s'innamoro  si  forte, 
Che  rnorir,  non  Favendo,  gli  parea  } 
G/i  parea,  che  dovejje  a  la  partita 
Di  lei,  parti  re  iufieme  la  fua  vita. 

49- 

E  per  che  i  preghi  non  v'avriano  loco, 
Di  Valeria  per  forza  ft  difpofe. 
Armojji,  edal  cajlel  lontano  un  pocoy 
Ove  pajjar  dovean,  cheto  s  afcofe. 
L'ufata  audacia,  e  I 'amorofo  foco 
Non  gli  lafcio  penfar  troppo  le  cafe  : 
Si  che  vedendo  il  cavalier  venire, 
L'ando  lancia  per  lancia  ad  ajjalire. 

50. 

Al  pritno  in-ontro  credea  porlo  in  terra, 
Pottar  la  donna,  e  la  vittoria  indietro- ; 
Ma' I  cavalier,  che  majlro  era  di  guerra, 
Vitflergo  gli  fpezzo,  come  di  vetro. 
Venne  la  nuova  al  padre  ne  la  terra ; 
Che  lo  fe  riportar  fopra  un  feretro  ; 
E  ritrovandol  marts,  con  gran  pianto 
Gli  die  fepolcro  a  gli  antichi  avi  a  canto, 

51- 

Ne  piu  peroy  ne  manco  fi  contefe 
L'a/bergo,  e  Taccoglienza  a  quejto^  e  a  quello  j 
Perche  non  men  Tanacro  era  cortefe^ 
Ne  meno  era  gentil  di  fuo  fratello. 
L'anne  medefmo  di  Ionian  paefe 
Con  la  moglie  un  Baron  venne  al  cajtello^ 
A  maraviglia  egli  gagliardo,  ed  el/a 
Quanta  fi  poj/a  dir  leggiadra^  e  bella. 

52- 

Ne  nun,  che  bella,  onejia,  e  valorofa, 
E  degna  veramente  d'ogni  loda  j 
//  caval'er  dijlirpe  generofa, 
Di  tanto  ardir,  quanta  piu  d'altri  s'oda  : 
£  ben  convienfi  a  tal  valor,  che  cofa 
Di  tanto  prezzo,  e  si  eccellente  goda. 
Olindro  il  cavalier  da  Lungavilla* 
La  donna  nominata  era  Drufilla. 

Non  men  di  quejla  il  giovine  Tanacro 
drfe,  che' I  fuo  f rat  el  di  quella  ardejje  ; 
Che  gli  fe  gnftar  fine  aterbo,  ed  aero 
Del  defiderio  ingiufto,  ch'in  lei  mej/e. 
Non  men  di  lui  di  violar  del  f  aero 
E  fanto  ofpizio,  ogni  ragione  elejfe  ; 
Piiitojio,  che  patir,  che' I  duro  e  forte 
Nuavo  defer  lo  conducejjt  a  morte. 


Here  once  there  did  arrive  a  cavalier 

Of  the  Greek  Emp'ror's  court,  who  with  him  had 

His  lady,  of  accomplifhments  moft  rare, 

Beauteous,  as  to  a  wifli  (he  could  be  made ; 

Cilander  fo  enamour'd  was  with  her, 

He  thought,  not  having  her,  he  muft  be  dead ; 

It  feem'd  to  him,  when  lie  away  did  go, 

At  the  fame  time  muft  quit  him  his  life  too. 

49- 

And  flnce  perfuafion  could  obtain  no  place, 
By  force  to  gain  her  he  himfelf  does  whet  j 
Arms  him,  and  from  the  fort  a  little  fpace, 
Where  they  muft  pafs,  is  quiet,  hiding,  fet; 
His  ufual  boldnefs,  and  the  am'rous  blaze 
Him  too  much  to  reflect  on  things  won't  let, 
So  that,  perceiving  now  the  knight  come  near, 
He  to  attack  him  goes  fpear  againft  fpear. 

5°- 

Him  the  firft  pu(h  to  earth  he  thought  to  bear, 
Behind  the  dame  with  viftory  to  take ; 
But  th'  knight,  who  was  a  mafter  of  the  war, 
His  coat  of  mail,  as  it  were  glafs,  did  break ; 
His  father  in  the  town  the  news  did  hear, 
And  caus'd  him  on  a  bier  to  be  brought  back ; 
And  feeing  him  quite  dead,  with  many'  a  tear, 
In  tomb  of  's  anceftors  did  him  interr. 

51- 

Yet  not  the  more  or  lefs  itfelf  difplays 
To  all  that  come,  fair  hofpitality, 
Becaufe  Tanacro  no  lefs  courteous  was, 
Nor  had  than's  brother  lefs  gentility: 
That  year,  from  country  diftant  a  long  fpace, 
A  Baron  and  his  wife  to  this  fort  hie  ; 
He  wonderfully  bold  and  ftout,  and  fhe 
As  beautiful  and  fair  as  fair  could  be. 

52- 

Nor  lefs,  than  fair,  noble  and  virtuous, 
And  who  was  truly  worthy  ev'ry  praife, 
The  cavalier,  of  a  race  generous, 
Who  valour  great,  as  e'er  was  known,  difplays  ; 
And  well  fuch  valour  fuits,  fo  precious 
And  excellent  a  thing  who  happy  has ; 
The  knight  Olinder  was  of  Lungavilla, 
The  lady  with  him  called  was  Drufilla. 

Tanacro  was  no  lefs  inflam'd  with  her, 
Than  late  his  brother  with  that  other  wasr 
Which  made  him  tafte  end  bitter  and  fevere 
From  wifh  unjuft,  which  on  her  he  did  place; 
Like  him  each  way  did  to  tranfgrek  prepare 
Of  hofpitality  the  facred  laws, 
Sooner  than  fufFer  the  fo  fharp  defire, 
And  ftrong,  he  had,  ftiould  caufe  him  to  expire. 


54- 


54 
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Ma,  perch'avea  dinanzi  a  gli  occhi  il  teina 
Delfno  fratel,  che  ii'era  ftato  morto  ; 
Pen/a  di  tor/a,  in  guifa,  che  non  tema, 
CfrOlindro  s'abbia  a  vendicar  del  torto. 
Tojfa  s'eftingue  in  liti,  no.i  pur  fi  fcema, 
Quella  virtu,  su  chefoleajlarforto; 
Che  non  lofommergean  de  i  vizi  I'acqtte, 
De  le  quaifempre  alfondo  il  padre  giacquc. 

55- 

Con  gran  filenziofece  qitella  notte 
Seco  raccor  da  venfuomini  armati  ; 
E  Ionian  dal  caftel  per  certe  grotte, 
Che  fi  trovan  tra  via,  miff  gli  aguati. 
<j>itindi  ad  Olindro  il  (fi  le  ftrade  rotte, 
E  chinfi  i  pajfi  fur  da  tutti  i  I  at  t ; 
E  bench's  fe  Innga  difefa,  e  molt  a, 
Pur  la  moglic,  e  la  vita  gli  fu  tolta, 

56. 

Uccifo  Olindro,  ne  meno  captiva 
La  bella  donna,  addolorata  in  guifa, 
Ctia  patto  aicun  reftar  non  volca  viva  i 
E  di  grazia  chiedea  d'effcre  vccifn, 
Per  morirfi  git  to  giu  d^ma  riva, 
Che  vi  trovo  fopra  un  vallone  ojfifa  ; 
E  non  pote  marir,  ma  con  la  tefta 
Rotta  runoff,  e  tuttajiacca,  e  pefta. 

57- 

Altramente  Tanacro  riporturla 
j4  cafa  non  pote,  che  su  una  bara,  ; 
fece  con  ddigenza  mcdicarla, 
Che  perder  non  volea  prcda  s}  earn. 
E  mentre  che  s'indiigia  a  rifanarla, 
Di  cclebrar  le  nozze  fi  prepare  ; 
Cfravcr  st  bella  donna,  c  si  pudica 
Deve  noin£  di  moglie,  e  non  d'arnica. 

58. 

Non  pen/a  altro  Tanacro,  altro  non  brama, 
D'altro  non  cura,  e  d'a/fro  mai  non  parla* 
Si  vede  avcrla  ojfefa,  £  fe  ne  .chiama 
In  colpa,  e  do,  che  pito,  fa  d'entcndaria. 
l\Ia  tutto  e  in  vano  ;  qiuinto  egli  put  t"aira, 
Qjtanto  *put  s'affatica  di  placarla  ; 
Tanfella  odia  piu  lui,  tanto  e  fiii  forte, 
Tanto  e  piu  ferma  in  voler  perlo  a  morte. 

59- 

Ma  non  pero  queftodic  cosl  ammorza 
Lz  coi:ofcenza  in  lei,  che  non  ccmpreada, 
Che,  fe  vitol  far  quant o  difegna,   e  forza, 
Che  fimuii,  ed  occulte  injidie  tetida  ; 
E  che' I  defir  fotto  coniraria  fcorza 
(II  qiiale  e  fol,  come  Tanacro  offenda) 
Vcder  gli  faccia,  e  che  f:  moftri  tolta 
£>al  prime  amors ;  £  tut  So  h  lui  rirtlia. 


54- 

But  as  he  had  before  his  eyes  the  dread 
Of  's  brother,  \vho  fo  lately  met  his  fate, 
He  thought  to  manage,  not  to  be  afraid 
Olinder  fhould  his  wrongs  retaliate  : 
So  v.-as  extinft,  not  only  minifhed 
His  virtue,  on  which  once  he  flood  elate, 
That  he  might  not  by  vice's  waves 
Of  which  his  fire  lay  ever  in  the  depths  profound. 

55- 

That  night  he  with  great  filence  caus'd  to  move 
With  him  full  twenty  men,  in  armour  clad, 
And  from  the  caflle  far,  amidft  a  grove, 
Which  in  the  way  there  was,  an  ambufh  laid ; 
Here  then  Olinder 's  road  cut  off  did  prove, 
And  on  all  fides  each  pafs  ftcure  was  made; 
And  tho'  he  long  and  great  defence  did  make, 
From  him,  at  lair,  his  wife  and  life  they  take* 

5^. 

Olinder  being  kill'd,  then  captive  ta'en 
His  lady  fair,  aggrieved  in  fuch  way, 
On  no  account  fhe  would  alive  remain, 
And  to  be  (lain  did  as  a  favour  pray; 
Into  a  river  leapt,  her  death  t'  obtain, 
Which  hard-by  in  a  valley  feated  lay ; 
Nor  this  way  could  (he  die,  but  with  her  head 
Broken  remain'd,  all  bruis'd  and  battered. 

57- 

/Tartacro  could  bear  her  no  other  way, 
Except  upon  a  bier,  back  to  his  houfe  : 
Makes  them  her  care  with  diligence  eflay, 
As  not  inclin'd  fo  dear  a  prey  to  lofe ; 
And  while  they  to  reftore  her  make  delay, 
.He  for  the  nuptials  does  all  things  difpofe, 
1'or  that  fo  chafte  a  lady  and  fo  .fair, 
Should  of  a  wife  the  name,  not  miflrefs,  bear. 

58. 

Tanacro's  thought  and  wiih  to  nought  elfe  moves, 
Of  ro.ight  elfe  talks,  does  to  nought  elfe  attend  : 
He  fees  h'  'as  her  offended,  and  reproves 
His  fault,  and,  what  he  can,  does,  to  amend ; 
J3ut  all  in  vain  :  by  how  much  more  he  loves, 
By  how  much  more  t'  appeafe  her  does  contend, 
The  greater  hatred  fhe  and  courage  hath, 
And  more  refolves  to  bring  him  to  his  death. 

59- 

But  yet  her  hatred  does  not  in  her  blind 
Her  knowledge  fo,  as  not  to  comprehend, 
To  do  what  fhe  fo  eagerly  defign'd, 
£he  muft  difTemble,  fecret  fnares  intend, 
And  her  defire,  thro'  mafic  of  diff'rent  kind, 
(Which  is  alone  Tanacro  to  offend) 
Make  him  perceive,  and  from  her  firfl  love  now 
Drawn  off,  and  quite  to  him  revolted  iliow. 

7  60. 
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60. 


Simula  il  vifo  pace,  ma  vendetta 

Chiama  il  cor  dentro,  e  ad  altro  non  attends* 

Molte  cofe  rivclge^  clcune  accetta^ 

jiltre  nt  lafcia,  ed  altre  in  dubbio  appends, 

Le  par9  che  quando  effa  a  morirfi  metta, 

Avra  ilfuo  intento^  e  quivi  al fin    ' 

£  dove  me  git  o  puo  mar  ire  ?  o  quan 

^Che'l  fuo  caro  marito  vendicando  ? 

61. 

Ella  fi  moftra  tutta  II  eta  ^  e  finge 
Di  quejie  nozze  aver  fommo  difto  ; 
E  do,  che  puo  indugiarle,  addietro  fringe  t 
Non  ch'ella  mojlri  averne  it  cor  reftio. 
Piu  de  r  altre  s'adorna,  eft  dipinge  ; 
Olindro  al  tutto  par  meff'o  in  olblio  : 
yMa,  che  fian  fait  e  que/h  nozze^  vusle, 
Come  ne  la  fua  patria  far  ft  fuole. 

62. 

Non  era  pero  ver,  che  quejia  ufar.za, 
Cht  dir  volea^  ne  la  fua  patria  fcjje  ; 
//0,  perche  in  lei  penfier  ir.ai  non  arc,nz0t 
Che  fpender  pojja  al  trove,  imagino/J'e 
"Una  bugia  \  la  qua!  le  die  fptranza 
Di  far  morir  cbi  i/fuo  Signer  percoj/e  j 
E  diffe  di  voler  le  nozze  a  guifa 
De  la  fua  patria  ;  e'l  mode  g'i  divifa. 

63. 

La  vedovelloy  che  mariio  prende^ 
Deve  prirna,  dicea,  ch'a  lui  s'apprfj/fj 
Placar  Talma  del mirto.^  ch'ella  offende^ 
Facexdo  celclrargli  uffici^  e  mejje 
In  remiffion  de  lepaj/'ate  mende 
Nel  tempio,  ove  di  quel  fan  I'oJ/a  mejjt  j 
E  data  fin  ch'al  facrificio  fia^ 
A  la  fpofa  Panel  lo  fpofo  dia. 

64. 

Ma  ch'abbia  in  quejlo  mezzo  il  facerdote 
Su'Ivino  ivi  portato  a  tale  effttto 
Appropriate  crazion  divote^ 
Stmpre  il  liquor  benedicendo^  dettt  ; 
Indt,  che'ljiafco  in  una  coppa  vote, 
£  dia  a  li  fpoji  il  vino  Benedetto. 
Ala  portare  a  la  fpofa  il  vino  ticca* 
Ed  ejjer  prima  a  pcrvi  su  la  btxca. 

65. 

TTanacrO)  che  non  tnira,  quanta  tffiportft 
Ch'fl/a  le  nozze  a  la  fua  ufanza  faccui  j 
Le  dice,  -pur  chil  termine  ft  fcorte 
D'eJJer  inficme^  in  queflo  fi  ctmpiaccia, 
Nes'avyede  il  mefchiny  cWtJJa  la  merit 
D'Olindro  wndicar  con  procaccia  ; 
E  si  la  voglia  ha  in  imo  oggetto  intenfo, 
Che  fol  di  qucllO)  (  msi  d'altro  wm  pexfa, 
VOL.  II. 


Her  vifage  peace  pretends,  but  vengeance  lives 
Within  her  heart,  to  nought  elfe  flie  attends  ; 
She  many  thing  revolves,  and  fome  receives, 
This  (he  does  quit,  and  that  in  doubt  depends ; 
She  thinks,  when  up  to  death  herfelf  (he  gives, 
She  her  dcfign  will  have,  and  thus  flie  ends : 
And  when  can  flie  more  fweetly  die,  or  where, 
Than  in  revenging  her  late  huiband  dear  > 

Quite  joyful  flie  appears  ;  and  feigns,  that  now 
She  great  defire  does  to  thefe  nuptials  bear. 
And  all  that  might  delay,  behind  does  throw, 
Much  lefs  does  flie  a  reflive  heart  declare ; 
Than  others  more  adorn'd  and  deck'd  does  go, 
Olinder  quite  forgotten  does  appear ; 
But  wills,  thefe  nuptials  fliall  performed  be 
According  to  her  native  land's  folemnity. 

62. 

Not  that  'twas  true,  the  cuftom  flie  did  name 
To  them,  in  her  own  country  was  indeed, 
But  that  no  other  way  ihe  had  to  frame 
A  fcheine,  which  might  be  likely  to  fuccee  j, 
Devis'd  a  falfehood  from  which  ftrong  hopes  came 
To  kill  that  man,  by  whom  her  lord  did  bleed, 
So  faid,  flie'd  have  the  nuptials  foleirnis'd 
As  in  her  country,  and  the  means  devis'd. 

The  widow,  who  an  hufband  takes,  flie  faid, 
Is  bound,  ere  to  the  other  flie  comes  near, 
T'  appeafe  the  dead  foul,  flie  has  injured, 
Maffes,  and  other  duties,  to  prepare, 
That  former  faults  flie  may  have  pardoned, 
I'  th'  church,  where  t'  other's  bones  interred  are  j 
And  when  thefe  rites  flie  to  an  end  does  bring, 
The  fpoufe  muft  to  his  fpoufe  prefent  the  ring. 

64. 

But  that  the  high-prieft  fliall  have  ordered, 
Upon  the  wine  brought  here  for  that  defign, 
Devout,  appointed  prayers  to  be  faid, 
To  which  he  ever  muft  his  blefling  join  ; 
Then  in  a  cup  fee  the  flafk  emptied, 
And  to  the  two,  prefent  the  blefled  wine  ; 
But  to  the  bride  belongs  to  bring  the  cup, 
And  be  the  firft  herfelf  thereof  to  fup. 

65. 

Tanacro  fees  not  the  importance  great, 
If  to  her  triage  were  the  nuptials  made, 
Provided  they  the  term  abbreviate 
Of  being  join'd,  he  was  content,  he  faid  : 
Nor  does  the  wretch  forefee,  that  fhe  the  fate 
Of  her  Olinder  to  revenge  eflay'd  ; 
And  on  one  object  fo  intent  her  mind, 
That  this  alone,  and  nought  elfe,  fhe  defign'd. 

I  i  <>•• 
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66.  66. 


Aveafeco  Drufilla  una  fua  veccbiat 

Che  Jeco  prefa,  feco  erarimafa. 

A  fe  chiamolh,  e  le  diffe  a  Y  areccbia 

SI  cbe  non  potc  ttdire  uomo  di  cafa  j 

In  fubitano  tofco  m'appareccbia, 

£>u~alfoi  che  fat  comporre,  e  me  lo  invafa ; 

Oho  trovato  la  via  di  vita  torre 

11  traditor  figliuol  di  Marganorre : 

67. 

E  me  fa  come,  e  te  falvar  non  meno^ 
Ma  differ  If co  a  dirtslo  piii  adagio. 
Andb  la  vecchia,  e  apparccchio  ilveneno9 
Ed  aaoncio'Io,  e  ritorno  al  palagio. 
Di  vin  dolce  di  Candia  un  fiafco  pieno 
Trovd  da  por  con  quelfucco  malvagio  ; 
E  lo  ferbo  pel  giorno  de  le  nozze  : 
Ch'omai  tutte  I'indugie  erano  mozze. 

68. 

Lo  Jlatuito  giarno  al  tempio  venne 
Di  gemme  omata,  c  di  leggiadre  gonne  ; 
Ove  d'OlindrOy  come  gli  convenne, 
Ftitto  avea  t'nrca  alzir  su  due  colonne. 
J^jtivi  Pufficio  fi  canto  folenne  ; 
jraffero  a  udirla tutti uomini\  e  donne  j 
E  lieto  Marganir  piu  de  Fufato 
f^tnne  col  figlloy  e  con  gli  am'ui  a  lato. 

69. 

Tojto  ch'al  fii  le  fante  tffequif  foro 
E  fu  col  tojco.  il  vino  benedefto  ; 
//  Sacerdote  in  una  coppa  d*oro 
Lo  versO)  come  avea  Drufil'a  aettv.. 
Ella  ne  bebbe^  quanta  al  fuo  decora 
Si  conveniva^  e  potea  far  T effetto. 
Poi  die  a  lo  fpofo  con  vifo  giocondo 
H  nappo  ;  e  quel  gli  fe  apparire  il  fonds. 

7  a. 
Renduto  il  nappo  al  Sacerdote^  luto 


Per  abbracciar  Drujilla  apre  le  braccia* 

Or  quivi  il  dolce  Jiile9  e  manfueto 

In  lei  Ji  cangia,  e  quella  gran  bonacda. 


Lo  fpinge  addietroy  e  gliene  fa  divieto, 
E  par,  ctfarda  ne  gli  occhi^  e  ne  la  faccia  5, 
E  con  voce  terribile^  e  inccmpojla 
Gli  grida  :•  Traclitor^  da  me  tl  fiojla. 

71- 

Tu  dHKque  avrai  da  me  folazzo,  e  gioia  j 
lo  lagrime  da  te,  martiri^  e  guai  ? 
lo  vo"1  per  le  mie  mant  cb'ora  tti  moia. 
Quffto  Iftalo  venen,  fe  tu  nol  fai. 
Bin  mi  duol^  cbai  troppo  onorato  boia9' 
Che  troppo  lieve-,  e  facil  morte  fai ; 
Che  maniy  e  pene  io  non  fo  si  nefande^ 
Cbe  fojjin  pari  al  tuo  peccato  Brandt, 


66. 

Drufilla,  an  old  \votnan  with  her  had, 
Who,  with  her  taken,  had  remam'd  with  her  ; 
She  call'd  to  her,  and,  in  her  ear,  fhe  faid, 
That  no  one  in  the  houfe  befides  could  hear, 
Prepare  ftrong  poifon>  in  a  vafe  convey'd 
To  me ;  in  this  I  know  you  ikilful  are, 
For  that  a  way  I  now  have  lit  upon 
To  kill,  of  Marganor,  the  trait'rous  fon. 

67. 

Nor  lefs  to"  lave  myfelf  and  you  I  know,. 
But  that  to  tell  you  for  more  leifurc  flay  : 
To  get  the  poifon  does  th'  old  woman  go, 
Prepares  it,  and  to  court  retakes  her  way  ; 
With  this  fame  murd'rous  juice  they  poiibn  now 
A  flafk  of  the  fweet  wine  of  Candia, 
And  keep  it  fafe  until  th"  nuptial  day, 
As  now  was  quite  removed  all  delay. 

68. 

Th'  appointed  day  fhe  came  to  th'  holy  place 
With  gems  adorn'd,  in  beauteous  gown  array'd,. 
Where,  for  Olinder  fuitable,  (he  has 
A  tomb,  upon  two  pillars  raifed,  made: 
The  folemn  office  here  performed  was, 
Women  and  men  to  hear  it  haflened ; 
And  Marganor,  with  more  than  ufual  glee, 
Came,  with  his  fon  and  friends  in  company. 

69. 

Soon  as  were  done  the  holy  obfequies, 
And  with  the  poifon  the  wine  blelled  brought, 
Th'  High-prieft  into  the  cup  of  gold  empties 
The  wine,  as  by  Drufilla  he  was  taught ; 
She  drank  what  decent  was,  and  might  fufficc 
By  it  to  have  the  wifh'd  effect  be  wrought, 
Then,  with  a  jocund  look,  fhe  gave  the  cup 
Unto  her  fpoufe,  and  he  quite  drank  it  up  : 

70. 

Giving  th'  High-prieft  the  cup,  he  joyfully 
Opens  his  arms  Drufilla  to  embrace; 
Hereon  her  ftyle,  full  of  humanity,. 
Sweetnefs,  and  calmnefs,  tow'rds  him  changed  was 
She  fpurns  him  backwards,  and  does  him  deny, 
And  feems  to  be  inflam'd  in  eyes  and  face, 
And  with  a  voice  confus'd,  and  dreadful  tone, 
To  him  aloud  cry'd  out,  Traitor,  be  gone. 

71- 

Shalt  thou  from  me  folace  and  joy  receive, 
I  tears  from  thee,  and  martyrdom,  and  woe  ? 
Now  will  I,  you  your  death  my  hand  fhall  give ; 
This  has  been  poifon,  tho'  you  that  don't  know  ; 
That  you've  fuch  executioner,  I  grieve^ 
Who  does  too  Fight,  too  eafy  death  beftow ; 
I  know  not  fuch  bafe  hand  or  puniftiment, 
As  are  to  your  vaU  crimes  equivalent.. 
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72. 


Jd'Ji  dual  di  non  vedere  in  quefta  morte 
11  facrifaio  mio  tutto  perfetto  : 
Che  s'io'l  poteva  far  di  quella  forte, 
Ch'era  il  dijio,  non  avn'a  alcun  difetto  : 
Di  do  mi  fcufi  il  dclce  mio  confine  j 
Riguardi  al  buon  volere,  e  fabbia  accetto  j 
Che  non  potfndo,  come  avrei  valuta, 
Jo  t'ho  faito  morir,  come  ho  potuto. 

73- 

E  la  punizion,  cbe  qm,  Jecortdo 
//  dejtderia  mio  non  poflb  darti, 
Spero,  fanima  tua  ne  I'altro  man  do 
Veder  patire,  ed  iojiarv  a  mirarti. 
Pot  dijje,  aizando  con  vifo  giocondo 
1  torbidi  occhi  a  le  fuperne  parti, 
iguefta  vittima,  Olindro,  in  tua  vendetta 
Col  buon  voter  de  la  tua  moglie  accetta  ; 

74- 

Ed  impetra  per  me  dal  Signor  nojho 
Grazia,  ch'in  Paradifo  oggi  fia  teco, 
Se  ti  dira,  cbe  Jenza  merto  al  voftro 
Regno,  anima  non  vien,  di,  ch'io  /'ho  meco 
Cbe  di  quejlo  empio,  e  Jcelerato  mojiro 
Le  fpoglie  opime  al  fanto  tempio  arreco. 
£  cbe  merti  ejfer  pen  traggior  di  quejli^ 
Spegner  si  brutte,  e  abbominofe  pejii  ? 

Finl  il  parlare  injieme  con  la  vita  ; 
E  mart  a  ancoparea  lieta  nel  volto? 
D'aver  la  crudelta  cost  punita 
Di  tbi  il  caro  marito  le  avea  tolto. 
Ken  fe  fe  prevenuta,  o  fe  feguita 
Fu  da  lo  Jpirto  di  Tanacro  fciolto  ; 
Fu  prevenuta  credo  ;  cVeffetto  ebbe 
Prima  il  veneno  in  lui,  per c he  piu  bebbe. 

76. 

Marganor,  cbe  coder  vede  il  figliuolo^ 
£  poi  rejlar  ne  le  fue  braccia  cjfinto  ; 
Fu  per  morir  con  lui,  dal  grave  duolo9 
Chya  la  fprovvijia  lo  trafiffe^  vinto. 
Duo  n  ebbe  un  tempo,  or  fi  ritrova  folo, 
Due  femmine  a  quel  (ermine  I' ban  Jpinto* 
La  morte  a  Fun  da  Puna  fu  caufata, 
E  faltra  a  1'a/tro  di  fua  man  I' ha  data. 

77- 

Amor,  pieta,  fdegno,  dohre,  ed  ira, 
Dijio  di  morte,  e  di  -vendetta  injieme, 
QueW infelice,  ed  orbo  padre  aggira,  | 
Che  come  il  mar,  cbe  turbi  il  vento,  freme. 
Per  vendicarfi  va  a  Drujilla  ;  e  mira, 
Che  di  fua  vita  ha  cbiufe  fore  ejlreme  : 
E,  come  i.l  punge,  e  sferza  Vodio  ardentet 
Cfrca  o/indere  il  corpot  cbe  nan  fentc. 


72. 

I'm  grlev'd  I  do  not  in  your  death  furvey 
My  (acrifice  to  full  perfe<flion  wrought, 
Which  if  I  could  perform  in  fuch  a  way 
As  is  my  wifh,  fhould  be  without  all  fault ; 
For  this,  O  my  dear  confort,  pardon  me, 
Accept  it,  and  regard  my  willing  thought, 
That  as  I  was  not  able,  as  I  would, 
To  give  thee  death,  I've  done  the  beft  I  coulJ. 

73- 

And  punifliment,  which  me  as  would  fuflice, 
Tho'  I  unable  have  not  on  thee  laid, 
I  hope  thy  foul,  in  other  world  than  this, 
Will  undergo;  I  fee  it,  and  be  glad  ; 
Then,  with  a  jocund  look,  her  troubled  eyes 
Exalting  up  to  heaven,  thus  flie  faid, 
For  your  revenge  this  victim  that  I  give, 
Olinder,  with  your  wife's  good  will  receive  : 

74- 

And  of  our  Lord  for  me  the  grace,  obtain 
To-day  I  Paradife  with  you  may  fhare ; 
Should  he  fty,  fouls  do  not  your  kingdom  gtln 
Without  defert,  that  I  have  fome,  declare  ; 
Who  of  this  impious  monfter  inhumane 
The  fpoils  opime  to  th'  holy  temple  bear ; 
And  who  can  merit  above  this  diiplay, 
So  foul  and  fo  abominable  pefl  to  flay. 

75- 

At  once  her  fpeech  and  life  fhe  finifhed, 
And  .dead  did  joyful  in  her  look  appear, 
Having  the  cruelty  fo  punimed, 
By  which  was  taken  off  her  hulband  dear  : 
If  fhe  preceded  was,  or  followed 
By  vile  Tanacro's  foul,  I  can't  declare  ; 
Preceded,  I  believe,  as  great er  pow'r 
O'er  him  the  poifon  had,  who  drank  the  more. 

76. 

Marganor,  who  his  fon  firft  falling  down, 
And  in  his  arms  then  lying  dead  did  view. 
Was  dying  with  him,  by  great  grief  o'erthrown, 
Which  him  fo  unforefeen  had  pierced  through : 
Two  fons  he  once  had,  now  remains  alone, 
He  to  this  pafs  was  driv'n  by  women  two  ; 
One  of  the  death  of  one  fon  was  the  caufe, 
By  t'  other's  hand  the  other  mpder'd  was. 

77; 

Affliction,  pity,  love,  difdain,  and  ire, 
Defire  of  death,  and  yet  of  vengeance  too, 
Diftraft  this  wretched  and  bereaved  lire, 
Who  rages,  as,  by  winds  difturb'd,  feas  do ; 
Then  to  Drufilla  goes  for  vengeance  dire, 
And  fees  her  life's  laft  hour  concluded  now  ; 
And  as  he's  fcourg'd  and  flung  by  hate  immenfe, 
Strives  to  offend  the  corpfe  now  void  of  fcnfe. 

I  i    2  78- 
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78. 


rpgj  cl>e 

La  tenga  ft [/<!•,  indarno  I  dent i  rnetta  ; 
O  quul  nifijiin^  cfral  ciottolo-,  che  gli  albia 
Gittato  ilviandante^  corre  in  frettn, 
E  morda  in  vano  conjfizza^  e  con  r(ibbtat 
Neje  ne  voglia  andar  fenta  vendetta  \ 
TV Marganor  cfcgni  maftin,  d'ogni anoue 
Via  piu  crudely  fa  contra  il  corps  ejangue. 

79- 

E  poi  che  per  flraceiarlo,  e  fame  fcempio 
Non  fi  sfoga  il  fellon^  ne  di  facer ba  ; 
Fieri  fra  le  donne,  di  che  e  plena  il  tiwplo, 
Nf  piu  I' una  de  I'a'tra  ci  riferba  ; 
Ma  di  noifa  col  brands  crudo,  ed  enipio 
£)itel,  che  fa  con  la  fake  il  villan  d"erbat 
2\on  vifu  alcun  ripar,  cVin  nn  moments 
Trent  a  ne  uccife,  e  ne  feri  ben  cento. 

go. 

Egli  da  la  fua  gente  e  si  temuto, 
Cb'uomo  non  fu,  ch'ardifle  alzar  la  tejlff. 
Fuggon  le  donnc  cc I  pcpol  minuto 
Fuor  de  la  chiefa^  e  chi  puo  ufdr,  non  rejls, 
£>uel  pazzo  impel o  al  fin  fu  ritenuto 
Da  gli  amid  con  preghi,  eforza  one  ft  a^ 
E,  lafciando  ogni  cofa  in  pianto  al  bafto. 
Fat  to  entrar  ne  la  race  a  in  cima  a  I  faj/o, 

81. 

E  tuilavia  la  collera  durand^ 
Di  cacciar  tutte  per  partita  prefe  ; 
Poi  che  gli  amid  e'l  popolo  pregandoy 
Che  non  ci  uccife  affatio,  gli  c&ntefe. 
E  quel  medefmo  dife  andar  e  un  banday 
Che  tutte  gli  fgombraffimo  il  paefe  j 
E  darci  qui  gli  piacque  le  confine : 
Mi j era  chi  a  I  cajlel  piu  s'awiiixe. 

82. 

T>a  le  mogli  cost  faro  i  mariti^ 
Da  le  madri  coil  i  figli  divift. 
S'alcitni  fono  a  noi  venire  arditi, 
AW  fappia  gia,  chi  Marganor  rfavvift ; 
Che  di  multe  graviffime  pur.iti 
N'ha  mcltij  e  molti  crudelmente  ucdfi. 
Jll  fuo  cajlello  ha  poi  fatto  xna  legge, 
Di  cut  peggior  non  iode^  ne  ft  Itgge. 

83- 

Ogni  donna,  che  trovin  ne  la  val/e, 
La  legge  vuolt  ch'alcuna  pur  vi  cade, 
Che  percuotan  con  vimini  a  le  fpalle, 
E  la  facdan  fgombrar  quefle  contract. 
Ma  fcorciar  prima  i  panni^  e  mojlrar  falls 
Quel)  che  natura  afconde^  ed  onejlade* 
E  s'alcuna  vi  va9  ch'armata  fcorta 
Albia  di  cavalier,  vi  rejla  m&rta. 


As  fnake,  who  into  fpear  that  holds  him  fafl: 

Down  to  the  earth,  fixes  his  teeth  in  vain, 

Or  as  the  maflifF  to  the  flone  that's  caft 

By  traveller,  to  feize  it  runs  amain, 

And  vainly  bites  with  rage  and  fury  vaft, 

Nor  withont  vengeance  will  return  again  j 

So  Marganor,  than  malliif,  or  than  fnake, 

More  cruel  far,  tow'rds  the  pale  corpfe  does  make  r 

79- 

And  when  by  tearing  her  at  horrid  rate, 
Can't  footh  or  fatiate  him  the  felon  bafe, 
He  comes  to  th'  dames,  of  whom  the  fane's  replete,, 
Nor  one  than  t'other  more  regarded  was, 
But  us  with  his  vile  impious  fword  does  treat, 
As  with  his  fcythe  the  mower  does  the  grafs, 
That  in  a  trice,  as  no  defence  was  found, 
Thirty  he  flew,  did  'bove  an  hundred  wound. 

80. 

Of  him  his  people  have  fuch  terror  vafrr 
There's  no  man  dare  oppofe  what  he  ordain'd  ; 
With  the  diminifh'd  folk  the  women  hafte 
Out  of  the  church  ;  none,  who  could  go,  remain'd ; 
This  foolifh  violence,  by  friends  at  laft, 
By  hoaeft  force,  and  prayers,  was  reflrainM ; 
And  leaving  ev'ry  thing  in  plaint  below, 
To  th'  fort  upon  the  rock  they  caus'd  him  go» 

81. 

And  as  continually  remain'd  his  ire, 
To  drive  them  all  away  he  does  intend ; 
But  when  his  people's  and  his  friends  define 
Does,  that  he  would  not  flay  them  all,  contend ; 
He  the  fame  day  that  they  fhould  all  retire 
From  out  the  country,  does  an  edict  fend, 
And  to  give  us  was  pieas'd  thefe  confines  here  : 
Wretched  is  fhe  who  comes  to's  fort  more  near. 

82. 

Thus  from  the  wives  he  did  the  hufbands  dear, 
Thus  from  the  fons  the  mothers,  feparate; 
If  to  come  to  us  any  boldly  dare, 
They  knew  not  how  them  Marganor  would  treat  j 
For  many  he  with  punifhment  fevere 
Has  tortur'd,  many  flain  at  cruel  rate  ; 
Then  at  his  caflle  he  a  law  has  made, 
Than  which  a  worfe  was  never  heard  or  read. 

8J- 

Each  dame,  who  thro'  the  vale  her  road  does  take, 
This  law  wills,  as  they  there  fometimes  arrive, 
That  they  (hall  whip  with  twigs  upon  the  back, 
And  that  they  her  mall  from  the  country  drive  : 
But  them  her  cloaths  to  tear,  and  mow  does  make 
What  nature,  decency,  to  hide  contrive ; 
But  whofoe'er  with  armed  guard  does  come 
Of  cavalier,  to  inilant  death  does  doom. 
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84. 

»,  c'hanno  pcrfcorta  cavalierly 
Son  da  quejlo  nimico  di  pietate. 
Come  vittimiy  tratte  a  i  cimiteri 
De  i  morti  fgli)  e  di  fua  wan  fcannote* 
Leva  con  ignominia  arme,  e  dejlrieri^ 
E  poi  caccia  in  prigion  chi  Ihaguidate  j 
Elopuofar,  che  J'empre  notte^  e  giorno 
Si  trova  piu  di  mule  uomini  intorno. 

85. 

E  dir  di  piu  vi  voglio  ancora  ;  ch'ejfo 
S'alcun  ne  lafcia,  vuoly  che  pnma  giuri 
Su  I'ojlia  facra^  che*  I  femmineo  fejfb 
In  odio  aura  fin,  che  la  vita  duri. 
Se  perder  quejle  donne,  e  voi  apprejjb 
Dunquevi  pare^  he  a  veder  quci  muri, 
Ove  alberga  il  fellone  $  e  fate  pr ova , 
S'in  lui  piuforza,  o  crudelta  fe  trova. 

86. 

Coii  dicendo  le  guerriere  mojje 
Prima  a  pietade,  e  pofJa  a  tanto  fdegno  ; 
Chfjf,  come  era  notte,  giorno  foffe, 
Sanaa  corfe  al  caftel  fenza  ritegno. 
La  bella  compagnia  quivi  pofcj/e : 
E  tofto  che  I*  Aurora  fecefegno, 
Che  dar  dovejje  al  Sol  loco  ogni  flella^ 
Ripiglio  Panne,  e  ft  rimife  in  fella. 

Gia  fendo  in  otto  di  partir,  fndiro 
Le  Jlrade  rifonar  dietro  le  fpalle* 
D'un  Inngo  calpejlio,  che  gli  occhi  in  giro 
Fece  a  tutti  vcltar  giu  ne  la  valle. 
E  fungi,  quanta  ejj'er  potrebbe  un  tiro 
Di  mandy  andar  per  unojlretto  calle 
Vider  da  forfe  venti  armati  in  f chi  era-, 
Di  che  parte  in  arcion,  parte  a  pied" era. 

88. 

E  che  traean  con  hr  fopra  un  cavalk 
Donna^  cVal  vifo  aver  parea  molfanni^ 
jf  guifa^  chefemena  un,  che  per  folio 
A  fncQ)  o  a  ceppo,  o  alaccio  Ji  condanni, 
La  qual  fu^  non  oftante  FintervaHo, 
Tcflo  riconofciuta  alvifo^  e  a  i panni , 
La  riconobber  quejle  de  la  villa 
EJJer  la  earner  i  era  di  Drujilla* 

89. 

La  cameriert)  che  con  le'ifu  prffa 
Dal  r  apace  Tanacro,  come  ho  detto  ; 
Ed  a  chi  fu  dappoi  data  Fimprcfa 
Di  cptel  venen,  che  fe  il  crudele  effttto. 
Non  era  entrata  ella  con  I'altre  in  chiefa^ 
Che  di  quel,  che  fegui,  Jiava  in  fofpetto  ; 
Anzi  in  quel  tempo  de  la  villa  ufcitay 
Ove  ejfcr  fpero  Jalva)  erafuggita. 


24? 


They,  \vho  by  cavaliers  efcorted  are, 

By  him,  o'er  whom  pity  has  no  command, 

As  victims  dragged  are  to  th'  fepukhre 

Of  his  dead  fons,  and  flain  by  his  own  han3  : 

With  fhame  their  arms  and  horfes  off  docs  bear, 

Who  guide  them  ;  and  in  prifon  they're  dctaiii'd  ; 

And  this  can  do,  as  night  and  day  around 

Above  a  thoufand  men  are  ever  ready  found. 

85. 

And  more  111  tell  you  ;  if  he  does  permit 
Any  of  thefe  to  go,  he  makes  them  fwear 
Upon  the  holy  hoft,  tow'rds  women  hate 
That  they,  as  long  as  they  fhall  live,  will  bear  : 
If  you  thefe  ladies  and  yourfelves  think  fit 
To  throw  away,  go  to  thefe  walls,  for  there 
The  villain  lodges,  who  will  make  you  know, 
If  he  moft  force  or  cruelty  can  fhow. 

86. 

The  warrior  ladies,  when  Ihe  thus  did  fay, 
By  pity  firft  were  mov'd,  and  then  difdaiu, 
That  if,  as  it  was  night,  it  had  been  dav, 
From  halting  to  the  fort  they'd  not  refrain  : 
That  night  the  beauteous  company  here  lay, 
And  foon  as  e'er  Aurora  did  explain, 
That  muft  give  place  unto  the  fun  each  fbr, 
They  do  their  arms  retake,  and  mounted  are^ 

87. 

Now  as  they  were  in  action  to  be  gone, 
Behind  them  they  did  hear  the  road  rciound' 
With  a  long  trampling,  which  made  ev'ry  one 
Down  to  the  valky  turn  their  eyes  around ; 
And  far  as  could  be  caft  by  hand  a  {lone, 
That  thro'  a  narrow  path  were  going,  found, 
A  troop  of  twenty  men  in  armour  clad, 
Cf  which  fome  were  on  foot,  fome  horfes  had  : 

88. 

And  that  they  with  them  did  on  horfeback  bear 
A  dame,  who  feem'd  as  if  (be  aged  was, 
As  them  they  carry,  who  for  great  crimes  are 
Condemn'd  to  bondage,  or  the  cruel  blaze  ; 
Who,  tho'  the  fpace  between  was  diftant  far, 
Was  quickly  known  again  by  cloaths  and  face. : 
Known  by  tbe  women  living  in  the  vill, 
To  be  the  waiting  woman  of  Drulillc. 

89. 

The  waiting  woman  pris'ner  with  her  made, 
By  th'  ravenous  Tanacro,  as  I  fpoke, 
And  on  whom  afterwards  th'  emprize  \vas  laid 
About  the  poifon,  which  dire  power  took, 
To  the  church  with  them  had  not  entered, 
But,  doubting  what  might  follow,  them  forfook, 
And  in  this  time  from  out  the  town  had  gone, 
And,  where  fhe  hop'd  to  be  fecure,  was  flown. 

90, 
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A-vuto  Marganor  pot  di  lei  fpia, 

Lfi  qual  s'era  rldotta  in  Ojiericcbe  ; 

Nan  ha  cejfato  mai  di  cercar  via, 

Come  in  man  I'abbia,  accio  F  abbruci,  o  impiccbe, 

E  finahnente  Favarizia  ria 

Jlfoffa  da  doni,  e  da  proferte  riccbe, 

Ha  fatto,  ch'un  Baron,  ch' ajficurata 

L'avea  in  fua  terra,  a  Marganor  fba  data. 

91. 

E  mandata  gtiel'ba  fin'a  Cojlanza 
Sopfa  un  fomier,  come  la  merce  s'tfa. 
Legato,  ejlretta,  e  toltole  poj/anza 
Di  far  parole,  €  in  una  cajja  chiufa, 
Onde  poi  quejia  gente  I' ha  ad  injtanza 
De  I'uom,  ch'ogni  pietade  ha  da  fe  ejclufa^ 
^hiivi  condotta,  con  difegno,  ch'abbia 
L'tmpio  a  sfogar  fopra  di  lei  fua  rabbia. 

92. 
Come  il  gran  fiume^  che  di  Vefulo  cfce, 

ftanto  piu  innanzi,  e  verfo  il  mar  difcende  ; 
che  cy  ft  lui  Lambra,  e  'Ticin  fimejce, 
Ed  Ada,  e  gli  altri,  ohde  tributo  prende  j 
Tanto  piu  altiero,  e  impetuofo  crefce ; 
Cost  Ruggier,  quante  piu  colpe  intende 
Di  Marganor,  COST  le  due  guerriere, 
Se  gli  fan  contra  piiifdegnofe,  e  fiere. 

93' 

Elle  fur  d'odio,  ellefur  d'ira  tanta 
Contra  il  crudel,  per  tante  colpe,  accefey 
Che  di  punirlo,  mal  grado  di  quanta 
Gente  egli  avea,  conclufionft  prefe  : 
Jlfa  dargli  prtjla  morte  troppd  fanta 
Pena  lor  parve,  e  indegna  a  tante  ojfefe  j 
Ed  era  meglio  fargliela  f entire, 
Fra  Jirazio  prciungtondola,  e  martire. 

94. 

Ma  prima  liberar  la  donna  e  one  ft  o^ 
Che  fia  condotta  da  quei  birria  tnorte. 
Leu  tar  di  brigiia  col  calcagno  pre/io 
Fece  a'pre/ii  deftrier  far  le  vie  corte  : 
Non  ebbon  gli  ajjaliti  mai  di  quejlo 
TJn'incontro  piu  acerbo,  ne  piu  forte : 
Si  che  ban  di  grazia  di  InJ'ciar  gli  fcudiy 
E  la  donna ,  e  Farneff,  e~fuggir  nudi. 

95- 

Si  come  il  lupo>  che  di  preda  vada 
Car co  a  la  tana,  e  quandopiiifi  crede 
D'eJJer  ficur,  dalcacciator  lajlrada, 
E  dafuoi  cani  attraverfar  fi  vede ; 
Getta  lafoma,  e  dove  appar  men  rada 
La  j  cur  a  macchia  innanzi,  affreita  il  piede. 
Gia  men  pnjli  n on  fur  quelli  a  fuggire^ 
Che  fifajjin  quejt'altri  ad  ajjalire. 

7 


90. 

Marganor  after,  of  her  had  a  fpy, 
Who  now  herfelf  convey'd  to  Ofl'riccha  ; 
-Nor  ever  did  he  ceafe  all  means  to  try, 
.  To  get  her,  and  with  fire  or  noofe  to  flay  ; 
And  impious  covetoufnefs,  finally 
By  gifts  and  profTer'd  brib'ries  led  away, 
Caus'd  that  a  Baron,  who  did  firjft  afford 
Proteftion  in  his  land,  to  Marganor  hej:  nowreftor'dL 

91.  * 

And  fent  her  up  unto  Conftantia 
Upon  a  beaft,  as  it  were  merchandize, 
And  of  her  fpeech  the  power  took  away, 
And  in  a  cheil  (hut  up  he  binds  and  ties, 
Whence  afterwards  thefe  people,  as  did  fway 
He  who  a  flranger  to  all  pity  is, 
Conduced  there,  with  a  deilgn  the  rage, 
He  bafely  gainft  her  had  conceiv'd,  f  alluage. 

92. 

As  the  great  river  that  from  Vefule  flows, 
The  further  it  defcends,  to  th'  fea  more  near, 
And  with  Ticin  and  Lambra  mixed  goes, 
Does  Ada  aiid  more  waves  in  tribute  bear, 
The  haughtier  and  more  impetuous  grows ; 
So  Ruggier,  how  much  more  he  faults  does  hear 
Of  Marganor,  and  fo  the  Ladies  two 
Againfl  him  more  difdainful,  fiercer  grow. 

93; 

They,  to  their  hatred,  do  fuch  anger  join, 
Againft  him  cruel,  "for  his  crimes  fo  great, 
That  they  to  punifh  him  form  a  defign, 
In  fpite  of  all  the  guards  that  on  him  wait ; 
But  fudden  death  to  give  him,  too  benign 
Punifhment  think,  to 's  crimes  inadequate  ; 
And  that  'twas  better  make  him  undergo 
Greater,  'midft  mifery  prolonging  it,  and  woe. ' 

94. 

But  firft  'tis  juft  the  woman  to  relieve, 
Who,  by  thofe  catchpoles,  was  led  to  her  death  ; 
They  fpur  their  horfes,  and  the  bridles  give, 
And,  to  their  fwiftnefs,  fliort  appears  the  path  : 
Th'  afTaulted  troop  did  ne'er  than  this  receive 
Encounter,  that  more  dread  or  courage  hath, 
So  that  their  fhields  away  they  fairly  threw, 
The  woman  left  and  a"rms,  defencelefs  flew. 

95- 

Juft  as  the  wolf,  who,  loaded  with  his  prey, 
Goes  to  his  den,  and,  when  he  moft  believes 
That  he  is  fafe,  coming  acrofs  his  way 
The  eager  huntfman  and  his  dogs  perceives, 
Cafts  down  his  burthen,  and  where  thickefk  fpray 
May  hide,  himfelf  to  flight  in  hurry  gives  j 
So  thefe  no  fwifter  were  away  to  fly, 
Than  did  the  others  to  attack  draw  nigh. 

96. 
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Non  pur  la  donna,  e  I'arme  vi  lafciaro. 
Ma  de'cavaUi  ancor  lafciaron  molti ; 
E  da  rive,  e  da  grottefi  lanciaro, 
Parendo  lor  cos}  d'ejjer  piufdolti ; 
//  che  a  Is  Donne,  ed  a  Ruggier  fu  care  ; 
Che  tre  di  quei  cavalli  ebbcno  tolti 
Per  port ar  quel'e  tre,  chil  giorno  d'ieri 
Feronfudar  le  groppe  a  i  tre  de/lrieri. 

97' 

sfpeditt  feguono  la  Jlrada 
'erfo  F  infante,  e  difpietata  villa. 
Vcglion,  che  fee  o  quella  vecchia  vada 
Per  veder  la  vendetta  di  Drufilla. 
Ella,  che  feme,  che  non  ben  le  accaJa, 
Lo  nega  indarno,  c  piange,  e  grida,  ejlrilla  : 
Ma  per  for  za  Ruggier  la  leva  in  grappa 
Del  bucn  Fronting,  e  via  con  lei  gcloppa. 

98. 

Giunfero  in  fomma,  cnde  vedeano  al  bajjo 
Di  mol'e  cafe  un  ricco  bargo,  e  grojjo  j 
Che  non  ferrava  d'alcun  l.ito  Up 
Ptrche  ne  muro  intortro  avea,  ne 
Avea  nel  mezo  un  rilevato  [ajjo, 
Ch'un'alta  rocca  foftetiea  sul dojjo. 
A  quella  ft  drizzar  con  gran  baldanza, 
Ch'ejfcr  fapean  di  Marganor  lajlanza. 

99- 

Tojlo  che  fan  nel  borgo,  al:uni  fanti, 
Che  v'erano  a  la  gaardia  de  lentrata, 
Dietro  chittdon  la  sbarra  ;  e  gia  davanti 
Veggion,  che  I'altra  ufcita  era  ferrata  : 
Edecco  Marganorre,  e  feco  alquanti 
A  pie,  e  a  cavallo,  e  tutta  gmte  armaiay 
Che  con  brtvi  parole,  ma  crgoglivfe, 
La  ria  cojluma  di  fua  Terra  efpofe. 

100. 

Marffa,  la  qual  prima  avea  ccmpcfta 
Con  Bradamante,  e  con  Ruggier  la  cofa, 
Gli  fprono  incontra  in  cam  bio  di  rifpojla  , 
E,  com  era  poffente,  evalorofa, 
Senza  ch'abbajffi  lancia,  o  che  fia  fojla 
In  opra  quella  j pa  da  si  famofa', 
Col  pugno  in  guifa  Pelmo  git  martella, 
Che  lo  fa  tramortir  fopra  la  fella. 

101. 

Con  Marfifa  la  giovane  di  Francia 
Spinge  a  un  tempo1 1  dsflrier,  ne  Ruggier  reft 
Ma  ccn  tanto  valor  corre  la  lancia, 
Che  fei,  fenza  levarfela  di  refta, 
N'uccide,  unoferiro  ne  la  panda, 
Duo  nel  petto,  un  nel  collo,  un  ne  la  ttjiay 
Ndfejlo,  chefuggia,  I'ajla  ft  roppe, 
Ch'-entrQ.a  lefcbiene,  e  riufci  a  le  poppe. 


96. 

Nor  did  they  leave  the  dame  and  arms  alone, 
But  many  of  the  horfes  let  remain, 
And  fro:n  the  cliffs  and  caves  caft  themfclves  down, 
Thinking  thereby  they  {hould  their  freedom  gain  ; 
The  Ladies  and  Ruggier  were  pleas'd  thereon, 
As  of  thefe  horfes  now  they  three  had  ta'cn, 
Thefe  three  to  carry,  who  the  day  before 
Caus'd  their  fteeds  backs  with  fweat  be  cover'd  o'er. 

97.  R. 

From  thence  difpatch'd,  their  way  they  onward  went 
Towards  the  mercilefs  and  wicked  vill, 
WTith  them  that  the  old  woman  go,  intent, 
That  {he  may  fee  the  vengeance  for  Drufd  ; 
But  {he,  who  dreads  fome  evil  accident, 
Denies  in  vain,  laments,  in  fcreaming  {hrill, 
But  her  by  force  Ruggiero  does  convey, 
On  brave  Frontin,  and  with  her  fpeeds  away, 

98. 

At  laft  they  came  where  they  below  efpy'd 
A  village,  that  with  houfes  did  abound, 
Which  entrance  {hut  not  orFon  any  fide> 
As  neither  wall  or  fofs  did  it  furround  : 
An  elevated  rock  it  had  amid, 
Whofe  fummit  was  with  lofty  tower  crown'd, 
To  this  dire€~r.  they  went  with  boldnefs  great, 
Knowing,  this  was  of  Marganor  the  feat. 

99. 

Soon  as  they're  at  the  vill,  fome  infantry, 
Who  at  the  entrance  were  upon  the  guard", 
Behind  them  {hut  the  barrier,  and  they  fee 
That  now  the  other  entrance  too  is  barr'd  ', 
And  behold  Marganor,  with  cavalry 
And  fome  on  foot,  all  folks  in  r;rms  prepar'd, 
Who,  in  fliort  fpeech,  but  in  a  haughty  way,. 
Does,  of  his  land,  the  cuftom  bafe  difplay. 

100. 

Marphife,  who  had  with  Bradamant  agreed, 
And  with  Ruggier,  how  this  thing  {hould  be  done,. 
Inftead  of  anfwer,  'gainft  him  fpurs  her  fteed  ; 
And  as  {he's  powerful  and  valiant  fhown, 
Without  abafmg  lance,  or  having  need 
To  fet  to  work  her  blade  of  fuch  renown  j 
So  with  her  fift  does  on  his  helmet  beat, 
She  makes  him  ftunn'd  remain  upon  his  feat.. 

101. 

Join'd  with  Marphife,  the  youthful  maid  of  France> 
At  once  her  fteed  prefs'd  on,,  nor  Ruggier  ftay'd, 
But  with  fuch  mighty  prowefs  runs  his  lance,. 
That  fix,  ere  from  the  reft  he  it  convey'd, 
He  flew,  one  wounded  in  the  guts  a{kance, 
Two  in  the  breaft,  one  neck,  one  in  the  head, 
Tth'  fixth,  who  flying  was,  he  broke  his  fpear,  [tear. 
Which,  ent'ring  at  his  chine,  did  thro'  the  ftomach. 
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102. 

tit  tf  Amon  quanti  ne  tocca 
Cm  la  fua  lancla  d'or,  tanti  n'atterra  ; 
Piftmint pttTi  che' I  cielo  ardendofcotca  \ 
Che-do^  ch'incontra,  fpezza,  e  getia  a  terra 
II  pipol  fgombra,  cbi  Verfi  la  rocca, 
Ci)i  vtrjo  il  piano  j  altn  ft  chiude^  e  fcrrat 
Chi  ne  le  chiefs,  e  chi  ne  le  fue  cafe  ; 
W,  fuor  che  mtrtit  in  piazza  uomo  rimafe. 

103. 

Jdarf.fa  Marganorre  avea  legato 
Infant o  eon  le  man  dietro  a  le  rene  » 
Ed  a  la  vecchia  di  Drufilla  dato, 
CJ^appagatO}  e  content  a  ft  ne  tiene» 
D*  order  quel  borgopoi  fu-ragionato> 
S'a  penitenza  delfuo  error  nan  vienf, 
Levi  la  Icgge  ria  di  Marganorre^ 
£  quefta  accelti,  ch'effa  vi  vuolporre* 

104. 

Nonfugia  Softener  quejto  fatica ; 
Che  quella  gente  oltre  al  timor^  ch'aveO) 
Cke  piufaaia  Marfifa,  che  non  dicay 
Gb'uctiatr  tutti>  ed  abbruciar  volca  ; 
Di  Margancrre  affatto  era  ntmica, 
£  de  la  legge  fua  crudele^  e  rea  : 
A4a"l popofa  facea,  come  i piufanno^ 
Che  ubbidifcon  piu  a  quei,  che  piit  in  odh 

105. 

Pero  che  fun  de  Faltro  non  fj  fda.t 
E  non  ardifce  conferirfua  vogJia  ; 
Lo  lafcian,  ch'un  bandifca^  un'altro  uccida> 
A  quel  T aver e^  aquejlo  Vonor  toglia. 
Ada  il  cor,  che  tace  quiy  su  nel  del  grlda^ 
Fin  che  Dio,  e  Santi  a  la  vendetta  imjogiiat 
La  qual,  Je  ben  tarda  a  vemr,  contpertja 
i,' indugis  poi  con  punizione  immenfa. 

106. 

Or  quella  turba  d'ira^  e  d'odio  pregna 
(Ion  fattiy  e  con  inal  dir  cerca  vendetta. 
Com' e  in  proverbio :  ognun  corre  afar  legna 
A  Forbore,  chilvento  in  terra  getta. 
Sia  Marganorre  efempio  di  chiregna  : 
Che  chi  mal'opra^  male  al  fine  afpetta  ; 
Di  vederlo  punir  de'fuoi  nefandi 
Peccati,  avean  placer  piceioli,  e  grandi, 

107. 

frfolti,  a  chi  fur  le  mogli)  o  le  forel!et 
O  le  figlie,  o  le  madri  da  hi  mvrtf, 
Non  piu  celundo  ranimo  ribc'le^ 
Correan  per  darli  di  lor  man  la  morte9 
£  con  fatica  to  difefer  quelle 
Magnanime  guerriere^  e  Ruggier  forte> 
Che  difegnato  aveanfarlo  morire 
D'a/annfft  di  difagio^  e  di  martin. 


102. 


The  daughter  of  Amort,  all  thofe  flie  fmote 
With  that  her  lance  of  gold,  all  ovejthrows, 
She  lightning  feems,  from  heaven  blazing  (hot, 
Which  cafts  to  earth  and  fplits  what  does  oppofe  : 
The  people  vanifh,  to  the  fort  fome  got, 
Some  to\v'rds  the  plain,  fome  faft  themfelves  enclofe, 
In  churches  fome,  and  fome  their  houfes  gain, 
And,  biu  the  dead,  none  on  the  fquare  remain. 

103. 

Mean  time  Marphifa  Marganor  did  bind, 
His  hands  behind  him  ty'd  upon  his  back, 
To  the  old  woman  of  Drufil  confign'd, 
That  (he,  to  her  content,  might  vengeance  ta&e, 
To  fet  the  town  on  fire  (he  then  defign'd, 
If  they  atonement  for  their  fault  don't  make, 
Annul  of  Marganor  the  ftatute  bafe, 
And  that  accept,  which  fhe  refolves  to  place. 

104. 

Nor  was  there  trouble  to  obtain  this  now, 
For  they,  befides  the  fear  which  them  did  fill, 
Left  more  Marphife,  than  me  had  faid,  fhould  do, 
J*  nd  that  (he  all  of  them  would  burn  or  kill, 
Were  really  of  Marganor  the  foe, 
And  of  his  ftatutes  barbarous  and  vile; 
But  they  did,  as  by  fubjecls  oft  is  done, 
Where  moft  they  hate,  is  moft  obedience  fliown. 

105. 

Since  they  can't  truft  each  other's  verity, 
And  do  not  dare  communicate  their  mind, 
They  let  him  banifli  one,  caufe  one  to  die, 
From  this  his  honour,  that  his  wealth's  purloin'd  j 
But  the  heart  filent  here,  to  heav'n  does  cry, 
Till  God  and  Saints  to  vengeance  are  inclin'd, 
The  which,  tho'  late  it  comes,  does  then  compenfc 
For  fuch  delay,  by  punifhment  immenfe. 

1 06. 

Now  the  croud,  big  with  anger  and  difdain, 
With  acts  and  evil  fpeech  to  vengeance  hafte  : 
As  proverb  fays,  each  runs  wood  to  obtain 
From  tree,  which  to  the  earth  the  wind  has  call. 
Be  emblem,  Marganor,  to  thofe  who  reign, 
That,  who  does  Hi,  muft  expect  ill  at  laft  : 
For  his  fad  crimes,  to  fee  his  puni(hment, 
As  well  the  great,  as  fmali,  had  much  content. 

107. 

Many,  from  whom  their  wife  and  filler  ta'en 
By  him  were  put  to  death,  or  mother,  fon, 
No  longer  their  rebellious  minds  reftrain, 
With  their  own  hands  to  give  him  death  they  run; 
And  him  defends  the  brave  Ruggier  with  pain, 
And  the  two  female- warriors  of  renown, 
Who  had  intention  form'd  to  caufe  him  die, 
By  torment,  by  affliction,  mifery. 

108, 
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108. 


A  quella  vecchia^  chefodiava^  quanta 
Femmina  odiare  alcun  nimico  pojja  j 
Nudo  in  mono  lo  dier^  legato  tantot 
Che  non  fi  fcogliera  per  una  fcojja  ; 


Ed  ella  per  vendetta  delfuo  pianto 
Gli  ancfo  facendo  la  perfon 
Con  un  Jlimulo 


Che  quivi  Ji  trove,  le  pofe  in  mono. 

109. 

La  mej/aggieroy  e  lefue  giovani  anco, 
Che  quell' onto  non  fan  mat  per  fcordarft, 
Non  s'hanno  piu  a  tener  le  mani  al fianco^ 
Ne  meno  che  la  vecchia  a  vendicarji^ 
Ma  si  e  il  defer  d^offenderlo^  che  manco 
Viene  ilpotgr,  e  pur  vorrian  sfogarji, 
Chi  confajfi  il  percuote,  chi  con  I'ugne, 
Altra  lo  msrde,  altra  co  gli  aghi  il  pugne. 

1 10. 

Come  torrent  e^  che  fuperbo  faccia 
Lunga  pioggia  tal  vcka,  o  nevi  fcioltey 
Va  ruinofoy  e  giu  da'monti  caccia 
Gli  arbori)  e  i  fajfi,  e  i  campi^  e  le  ricolte  ; 
Vien  tempo  poi,  che  I' orgogliofa  faccia 
Gli  cade,  e  si  le  forze  gli  fan  tolte^ 
Cfrun  fanciulloy  una  femmina  per  tutto 
Pajjar  h  puote,  e  fpej/o  a  piede  afciutto. 

in. 

Cost  giafu,  che  Marganorre  intorno 
Fece  tremor^  dovunque  udiaji  il  name  : 
Or  venuto  e^  chi  gli  ha  fpezzato  il  corno 
Di  tanto  orgoglio,  e  si  le  forze  dome^ 
Che  gli  pan  far  fin  a  bambini  fcorno  ^ 
Chi  pelargli  la  barba,  e  chi  le  chiome. 
£hiindi  Ruggiero^  e  le  Donzelle  il  pajja 
Alarocca  voltar,  ch'era  su'lfaj/b. 

112. 

La  die  fenza  contrajlo  in  poter  loro^ 
Chi  v'era  dentro^  e  cost  i  ricchi  arneji, 
Ch'in  parte  mejji  a  facco^  in  parts  faro 
Dati  ad  U/ania,  ed  a  compagni  offtfi. 
Ricovruto  vi  fu  lo  fcudo  a"oro, 
£  quei  ire  /!^,  cfravea  il  Tiranno  prefi  ; 
Li  quai  vencndo  quivi \  come  par  mi 
D'avervi  dettoy  erana  a  piefenz'armi. 

Per  che  da  I  di^  che  fur  tolti  di  fella 
Da  firadamante,  a  pie  fempre  eraniti, 
Senz'arme,  in  compagnia  de  la  donzeliay 
La  qual  venia  da  si  lontani  liti. 
Non  fo,fe  meglio-,  o  peggio^fu  di  quella t 
Che  di  lor'armi  non  fujfon  guerniti  : 
Ere  ben  mcglio  ejjlr  da  lor  difefa  ; 
Ma  peggio  ajjai)  ft  ne  per  dean  Fimprefa, 
Vol..    II. 


To  this  old  chrone,  who  him  as  much  did  hate, 
As  woman  could  deteft  an  enemy, 
Naked  they  gave  him,  bound  at  fuch  a  rate, 
By  many'  a  {hock  himfelf  he  could  not  free  ; 
And  (he,  in  vengeance  for  her  fuff  'rings  great, 
His  body  caus'd  be  ting'd  with  fanguine  dye, 
With  a  (harp  goad,  the  which  a  country  hind, 
Who  there  was  prefent,  to  her  hand  coafign'd. 

109. 

The  meflenger,  and  her  young  women  too, 
Who  their  difgrace  will  ne'er  caft  from  their  mind, 
No  more  their  hands  to  hold  inactive  fhow, 
Nor,  than  th'  old  woman,  vengeance  lefs  defign'd, 
But  their  defire  to  do  him  hurt  brought  low 
Their  pow'r,  which  they  to  fatiate  inclin'd  ; 
Some  tear  him   with  their  nails,  with  (tones  fome 
Others  with  needles  flick  him,  others,  bite,     [fmite. 

1 10. 

As  fometimes,  render'd  proud,  the  fwelling  brook, 
By  fnow  diiTolv'd,  or  by  continual  rain, 
Ruinous  rolls,  and  from  the  hills  does  pluck 
The  trees,  the  itones,  the  harvell,  and  the  plain  ; 
After,  time  comes,  that  its  fo  haughty  look 
Is  funk,  and  all  its  force  is  from  it  ta'en, 
So  that  a  boy  or  woman  there,  throughout, 
Can  o'er  it  pafs,  and  oftentimes  dry-foot. 

in. 

Thus  was  it  now  :  this  Marganor,  with  fear 
Who'  made  all  tremble,  where  they  heard  his  name, 
Now  is  reduc'd,  he  horn  deprefs'd  does  bear 
From  fo  much  pride,  and  fo  his  force  made  tame, 
Some  pluck  his  beard  for  him,  and  fome  his  hair, 
And  ev'n  the  infants  fubjecl  him  to  fliame. 
From  thence  the  dames  and  Ruggier  turn  away, 
Unto  the  fort,  which  on  the  craggy  fummit  lay. 

1 12. 

There  they  with  eafe  into  their  hands  obtain, 
What  was  within,  each  rich  accoutrement, 
Which  partly  they  deftroy  ;  what  does  remain 
T'  Ulania  and  wrong'd  comrades  they  pretent : 
The  fhield  of  gold  they  alfo  there  regain, 
And  the  three  Kings,  the  tyrant  captives  fent, 
Who  coming  thither,  as  I  did  declare 
To  you,  I  think,  on  foot,  unarmed  were. 

I!3- 

For,  from  the  day  they  were  from  fadJle  thrown 
By  Bradamant,  on  foot,  r.or  arms  they  here, 
They  in  the  damfel's  company  had  gone. 
Who  thither  came  from  a  fo  diftant  fr 
If  worfe  or  better  'twere,  to  me's  unknown, 
For  her,  that,  at  that  time,  no  arms  they  wore  : 
'Twere  better,  if  they  a  defence  could  yield  ; 
But  worfe  by  far,  it  they  had  loft  t'.:e  field  : 
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ii4- 

Perch}  Jlata  faria,  comcran  ttttte 
£>uelle,  ch'armate  evean  feco  lefeorte, 
jil  cimitero  tnifere  condutte 
De  i  duo  frutelli,  e  in  facrificio  morte. 
Gli  e  fur  men,  cbe  morir,  mojlrar  le  bruits 
E  difonejie  pr^rti,  dura,  e  forte; 
E  jempre  quejio,  e  ogn'altro  obbrobrio  ammarza 
11  poter  dir,  cbe  le  fia  fatto  aforza. 

115. 

Pritna  cti  ind'i  fi  partan  le  guerriere, 
Fan  venir  gli  abitanti  a  giuramento, 
Che  daranno  i  mariti  a  le  mogliere, 
De  h  terra,  e  del  tut  to  ilreggimentc  ; 
E  caftigato  con  pene  fever  e 
Sura,  cbl  cvntrajlare  abbia  ardimento. 
In  foinma  quel,  cb' 'alt rove  e  del  mania. ; 
Cbe  fia  qm  de  la  mogile,  e  Jlatuito. 

116. 

Poiftf.ronpromettere,  ctta  quantr 
Aiai  verrian  quivi,  non  darian  ricetto, 
O  fojjin  cavalieri,  o  fojfin  fanti, 
AV  entrar  li  lajcerian  pur  Jotio  un  1ett&, 
Se  per  Dio  non  giurajjino,  e  pe'Santi, 
O  s'aliro  ghtramento'v'e  piitjirctto, 
Che  farian  fempre  de  le  Donne  amiciy 
E  de  i  nimici  lor  fempre  nimici. 

117. 

E  s'avranno  in  quel  tempo,   e  fe  faranntt 
Tardi,  o  piu  iojfa  tnai  per  aver  nuglis, 
Che  fempre  a  quelle  Judditi  faranno, 
E  ub'oidifnti  a  tutte  le  lor  viglie. 
Tornar  Marfifa,  pritna  cb'ejia  I' anno, 
Difi'e,  e  cbe  per  dan  gli  arbori  le  foglie  ; 
E,  fe  la  kgge  in  a/a  non  trovajfe^ 
Foeo  e  ruina  il  borgo  s'afpettaffe. 

118. 

A7*?  quindi  fi  part'ir,  cbe  de  rimmondo 
Luogo,  doifera,  fer  Drujilla  torre  \ 
E  col  mar  ltd  in  un  avti,  fecondo 
Cb'ivi  potcan  piu  riccamente,  tcrre. 
La  veicbia  facea  intanto  rubicondo 
Con  hjiimcl1}  il  dojjo  a  Marganorre. 
Sol  f:  dclea  dl  non  aver  tal  lena, 
Cbe  potejje  non  dar  tregua  a  la  pena» 

119. 

L'animofe  gutrr'iere  a  la  to  un  tetnpio 
Videi'o  quivi  una  colonna  in  piazza, 
Ne  la  qnal  fatt'avea  quel'Tiranno  cmpio 
Scrh'er  la  'leggc  fua  crudele,  e  pazza, 
Elle  nnitardo  d'un  trofeo  fefempio, 
Lo  fcudo  v'attaccartr,  e  la  corazza 
Di  Marganorre,  e  Felmo  ;  e  fcriver  fenno 
Xtf  bgge  appreJJ'oy  cb'ej/e  al  loco  dfnno.. 


114. 

Seeing  that  fhe  had  been,  as  ev'ry  one 

Of  thofe,  who  thither  brought  an  armed  guide, 

Wretches  unto  the  fepulchre  kd  on 

Of  the  two  brothers,  facrific'd  who  dy'd  : 

Yet  that  (he  {hould  be  bafely  naked  fhewn, 

Than  death  was  better  for  her  to  abide  ; 

But  it  ftill  foftens  this  and  each  difgrace, 

That  one  can  fay,  by  force  performed  it  was, 

115. 

Before  from  thenee  the  female  warriors  go, 
The  dwellers,  they,  an  oath  to  take,  command  ; 
That  to  the  wives  the  hu (bands  lhall  beftow 
The  government  of  all  throughout  the  land, 
And  that  chaftiiement  (harp  fhall  undergo, 
Whoe'er  fo  bold  mail  be  this  to  withftand  : 
In  fine,  what  elfewhcre  hufband  does  m-aiutain, 
Here,  to  the  wife's  drfpofal  they  ordain, 

1 1 6. 

Then  made  them  promife,  that,  to  none  who  there 
Should  come,  reception  they  would  e'er  beftow, 
Whether  they  foot  might  be,  or  cavalier, 
Nor  them,  their  roofs  to  enter,  would  allow, 
If  by  all  heav'nly  pow'rs  they  do  not  fwear, 
Or  were  there  other  yet  more  folemn  vow, 
That,  ever  to  the  Ladies,  friends  they'll  be, 
And  to  their -foes  they'll  ftill  be  enemy. 

117. 

And  if  they  then  mould  be  inclin'd,  or  foon> 
Or  late  mould  e'er,  to  take  a  wife,  difpofe, 
Of  them  they  ftill  themfelves  will  fubjefts  own, 
Obedient  to  whatever  they  impofe. 
Marphife  faid,  fhe'd,  before  the  year  was  gone, 
Return,  ere  yet  their  leaves  the  trees  did  lofe, 
And,  if  (lie  mould  not  find  this  law  obey'd, 
They  might  expecl:  their  town  in  fire  and  ruin  laid. 

118. 

Nor  went  they  thence,  before,  where  me  was  laid, 
From  place  unclean  Drufilla  they  caus'd  take, 
And,  with  her  hufband,  to  a  tomb  convey'd, 
In  richeft  pomp  they  able  were  to  make  : 
In  the  mean  time,  th'  old  woman  ruddy  made, 
With  her  (harp  goad,  of  Marganor  the  back  ; 
She  only  griev'd  ftrength  would  not  her  fuftain, 
That  fhe  no  paufe  might  grant  him  to  his  pain. 

119. 

The  female  warriors  valorous  efpy, 
By  th'  fide  the  fane,  a  column  in  the  place, 
Whereon  the  tyrant  full  of  cruelty, 
Had  caus'd  be  wrote  his  law  abfurd  and  bafe  : 
They,  as  a  trophy  us'd  on  victory, 
Fix'd  there  the  fhield,  the  helmet,  and  currafs, 
Of  Marganor,  and  caus'd  thereon  be  wrote 
The  law,  which  they  did  for  this  realm  allot. 

120. 
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120. 


£htivi  s'indugiar  tanto,  cbe  Marfifa 
Fe  par  la  legge  fua  ne  la  colonna^ 
Contraria  a  quella,  che  gia  v'era  incifa 
A  morte  ed  ignominia  d'ogni  donna. 
Da  quejia  compagnia  re/io  divifa 
^uella  cThlandOy  per  rifar  la  gonna ; 
Che  comparire  in  carte  obbrobriojlima^ 
Se  nonji  vejle^  ed  ornay  come  prima. 

121. 

Quivi  rimafe  Vlania  ;  e  Margavorre 
Di  lei  rejio  in  potere  ;  ed  ejfa  poi^ 
Per  che  non  iabbia  in  qualcbe  moda  a  fciorret 
E  le  donzelle  un'altra  volt  a  annoi ; 
Lofe  un  giorno  faltar  giit  d'una  torre, 
Cbe  non  fe  maggior  fait o  a  i  giorni  fuoi. 
Non  piu  di  lei,  ne  piu  de  i  fuoi fi  par  It  ^ 
Ma  de  la  compagma,  che  va  verjo  Arli. 

122. 

Tutto  quel  giorno,  e  I'altro  fin'apprejfo 
Uora  di  terza  atidaro  ;  e  poi  cbe  fur  o 
Giunti)  dove  in  due  Jlradc  e  il camminfejjoy 
Uuna  va  al  carnpo,  e  Faltra  a"  Arli  al  muro  ; 
Tornar  git  amanti  ad  abbrac.iarfi^  e  fpejjo 
A  tor  commiato,  e  fempre  acerbo^  e  duro^ 
Al  fin  le  donne  in  campo^  in  Arli  e  gito 

ed  io  il  mio  canto  ho  qui  finito. 


Here  for  Marphifa  they  fo  long  delay 'J, 

Till  flie  her  law  did  on  the  column  place, 

Reverfe  of  what  before  was  there  inlaid, 

To  th'  death  of  ev'ry  female  and  difgrace  : 

From  this  fair  company  divided,  ftay'd 

She  of  the  ille,  her  habit  to  replace  ; 

Who  thought,  'twas  fcandaJous  in  court  t'  appear, 

If,  as  before,  her  veflmcnts  rich  Ihe  did  not  wear. 

121. 

Here  ftay'd  Ulania  ;  and  Marganor 
Remained  in  her  hands  ;  and  after,  (he, 
That,  by  no  means,  he  get  from  out  her  pow'r, 
And,  other  time,  do  ladies  injury, 
Caus'd  him  to  leap  one  day  from  off  a  tow'r  ; 
Ne'er  in  his  days  a  greater  leap  made  he. 
No  more  of  her  or  hers  my  tale  does  fhow  : 
But  of  the  people  who  to  Arli  go. 

122. 

All  this  day  and  the  next  they  onwards  hieJ, 
Till  near  to  the  third  hour,  and  when  they  were 
Come,  where  the  road  did  in  two  tracks  divide, 
To  th'  camp  one,  one  to  Aril's  walls  did  bear  : 
The  lovers,  to  embrace,  themfelves  apply'd, 
And  oft  take  leave,  ftill  grievous  and  fevere  : 
The  dames,  at  laft  to  th'  field,  to  Arli  gone 
Is  Ruggier,  and  my  canto  I  have  done-    . 

If. 


**********  *  ***********•-& 


CANTO    XXXVIII. 


onne^  che  benigna  udienza 
Date  a  mie'i  verjt,  io  vi  veggo  alfembiante, 
Che  qucjYaltra  si  fitbita  partenza, 
Che  fa  Ruggier  da  la  fua  fida  Amante^ 
Vi  da  gran  noia  ;  e  avete  difplicenza 
Poco  minor ,  cfravejfe  Bradamante  ; 
E  fate  anco  argomento  cb'eJJ'er  poco 
Inlui  dovejft  I' amor  of Q  foco. 

2. 

Per  ogni  altra  cagion^  ch'allontanato 
Contra  la  voglia  d'ej/afe  ne  fujje  } 
Ancor  clfavejfe  piu  tefor  fperato, 
Che  Crefo^  o  CraJJo  infteme  non  ridujfti 
Io  crederia  con  vot,  che  penetrato 
Nonfojfje  al  cor  lojfral,  che  Io  percujje  ; 
Ch'un  almo  gaudio,  un  cost  gran  contents 
Nw  potrebbe  comprare  cro,  ne  argents. 


YE  courteous  fair,  who  with  indulgence  wait, 
Hearing  my  verfe,  I  by  your  femblance  view, 
This  other  parting  fo  precipitate, 
Which  Ruggier  makes,  from  his  lov'd  mifbrefs  true, 
Gives  ye  difpleafure  and  offence  as  great, 
Or  little  lefs  than  Bradamante  knew, 
And  even  thence  an  argument  you  frame, 
But  little  in  him  was  the  am'rous  flame. 

2. 

For  any  other  caufe,  if  a  retreat 
Againft  her  wimes  he  had  from  her  made. 
Altho'  he  treafure  hop'd  to  gain  more  great, 
Than  Craefus,  Craflus,  e'er  together  laid  ; 
I'd  think,  with  you,  that  ne'er  did  penetrate 
The  arrow,  nor  its  force  his  heart  invade  ; 
For,  a  content  fo  vaft,  a  joy  fo  fweet, 
With  filver  or  with  .gold  he  ne'er  could  get. 
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Pur  per  fahar  Ponor,  non  filament e 
Di  fcufa,  ma  di  laude  e  degno  ancora  : 
Per  fa  Ivor,  dico^  in  cafo,  ch'altramentt 
Fa  c  en  do,  biafnio  ed  ignominia  fora  : 
E  fe  la  donna  fojfe  retinente, 
Ed  ojllnata  in  f argil  far  dimora, 
Darebbe  di  fe  indicia,  e  cbiaro  fegno 
O  d'amarpocoy  od'aver  poco  ingfgno. 

Che  fe  I'amante  de  Vamato  deve 
l.a  vita  amar  piu  de  la  propria,  o  tanto ; 
(  Jo  par  to  d'uno  amante,  a  cui  non  Heve 
Colpo  a"  /fmor  pajso  piu  la  del  manto) 
Al  placer  tanto  piu,  ch'ejfo  riceve, 
L'oncr  di  quello  cntepor  deve,  quanta 
L'enore  e  di  piu  pregio,  che  la  vita, 
Cb'a  tuttl  altri  placer  i  e  preferita. 

Fece  Ruggier  U  debit  o  a  feguire 
11  fuo  Signor,  che  non  fe  ne  potea, 
Se  ncn  con  ignominia  dipartire ; 
Cbe  raglon  di  lafciarlo  non  avea. 
£  s*  Almonte  gli  fe  il  padre  rmrlre, 
Tdl  colpa  in  Agramante  non  cadea  ; 
Ch'hi  molti  effettl  avea  con  Ruggier  pot 
Emendato  ogni  error  de  i  Maggior  fuol. 

6. 

Far  a  Rugglero  il  delito  a  torr.are 
Al  fuo  Sign  ore  ;   edella  ancor  lo  fe  ce, 
Cbe  iforzar  non  h  volfe  di  reft  are, 
Come  potea,  con  iterata  prece. 
Ruggier  potra  a  la  donna  jathfare 
A  unaltio  tempo,  s'or  non  fatisfece  ; 
Ma  a  I'onsr,  cbl  gli  mama  d'nn  motr.ento, 
Non  puo  in  cento  anni  fatisfar,  ne  in  cento. 

Torna  Ruggifro  in  Aril,  cme  ha  rltratta 
Agramante  la  gente,  che  gli  avanza. 
hradamante,  eMmffa,  che  contratta 
Ccl  pareniado,  avexn  grande  anujlanza^ 
Andaro  Infieme,  me  Re  Carlo  fat  < a 
"  La  maggisr  prova  avea  di  fua  poJTanza  j 
Sperando^,  o  per  vattaglla,  o  per  ajjcdio 
Lei'ar  di  Franc  ia  cosi  lungo  ted  to. 

8. 

Di  Bradamante,  poi  chf  conofcluta 
In  Catnpo  fu,  fi  fe  letizia,  e  fejla. 
OgrCunlarlverifce,  e  la  faluta  ; 
Ed  ella  a  quejh,  e  a  quel  china  la  tejia, 
Rinaldo,  come  udi  la  fua  venuta, 
Le  venne  tncontra  ;  ne  Ricciardo  reft  a, 
j^e  Ricciardetto,  ed  altri  di  fua  gente  ; 
E  la  racccglion  tutti  allegramente , 


But  yet,  to  fave  his  honour,  not  alone 
Was  he  of  an  excufe,  but  praife-worthy  :- 
To  fave,  I  fay,  for,  had  he  other  done, 
Blame  he  would  merit  and  ignominy  : 
And  if  the  lady  had  reluctance  fhown, 
And  obftinate  fhould  for  his  flaying  be, 
She  of  herfelf  would  give  a  fignal  clear, 
She  little  love  or  little  wit  did  fhare. 

4- 

For,  if  the  lover,  who  of  him  fhe  loves, 
Ought  to  efleem  the  life,  more  than  her  own ; 
I  fpeak  of  lover,  where  not  trivial  proves 
The  wound,  which  deeper  than  the  fkin  has  gone  ; 
TJ  plcafure  fhe  receives,  it  her  behoves, 
His  honour  fo  much  more  to  antepone, 
As  honour  we,  much  more  than  life,  efteem, 
And  to  all  pleafure  preferable  deem. 

Ruggier  did  what  on  him  in  duty  lay, 

Foil' wing  his  Lord,  nor  could  herein  difpenfe, 

From  him  without  difgrace  to  go  away  ; 

For  he  for  quitting  him  had  no  pretence ; 

And  if  Almont  did  erfl  his  father  flay, 

On  Agramante  fell  not  fuch  offence, 

As  to  Ruggier,  in  many  acts,  h'ad  fhown, 

He'd  mend  the  fault  his  anceflors  had  done. 

6. 

Ruggier  his  duty'll  do,  to  turn  again 
Unto  his  Lord  :  fhe  did  her's  alfo  do  : 
For  fhe  would  not  compel  him  to  remain, 
Which  eafy  was,  did  fhe  inceffant  fue. 
Ruggiero  could  relieve  the  lady's  pain, 
At  other  time,  if  not  content  her  now ; 
But  who  one  moment  does  in  honour  fail, 
With  ages  to  atone  cannot  prevail. 

7- 

Ruggier  to  Arli  turns,  where  had  convey 'd 
Agramant  all  the  forces  which  remain  : 
Bradamant  and  Marphifa,  who  had  made 
Strict  friendfhip,  from  th'  alliance  'twixt  them  twain, 
Together  went,  where  had  King  Charles  difplay'd 
The  greateft  famples  of  his  might  and  main, 
Hoping  by  battle,  or  if  fiege  he  lay, 
The  long  diflrefs  from  France  to  take  away. 

8. 

Soon  as  was  known  that  Bradamant  was  there, 
Thro'  the  whole  camp  was  mirth  and  feaflings  made : 
Each  one  falutes  her,  and  they  her  revere, 
And  fhe  to  this  and  that  inclines  her  head  : 
Rinaldo,  when  her  coming  he  does  hear,. 
To  meet  her  went,  nor  Richard  tarried, 
Nor  Ricciardet,  or  other  of  her  friends  ; 
But  ev'ry  one,  with  joy,  on  her  attends. 

9. 
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Come  fintefe  pot,  che  la  compagna 

Era  Marfifa,  in  arme  sifamofa^ 

Che  dal  Cataio  a  i  termini  dl  Spagna 

Di  mille  chiare  palme  iva  pompoja  ; 

Hon  e  poverO)  b  ricco^  che  rimagna 

Nel  padiglion  ;   la  turba  diftofa 

Vien  quinci,  e  quindi^  e  s'urta^Jlorpiay  e  preme 

Sol  per  veder  si  Leila  ccppia  infieme. 

10. 

A  Carh  riverenti  apprefentarfi. 
Quejlo  fu  il  prinio  di,  fertile  Turpinot 
Che  fu  vt /la  Marf.fa  inginocchia rfe  j 
Che  fol  le  parve  il  Jiglio  dl  Pipino 
Degno,  a  cut  tanto  onor  dovejje  far  ft 
Tra  quanti,  o  mai  nel  popol  Saracino, 
O  nel  Cri/liano,  Imperadori^  e  Regi 
Per  virtu  vidcy  o  per  ricchezze  egregi. 

II. 

Carlo  benignamente  la  raccolfe, 
E  le  ufci  incontra  fuor  de  i  padiglioni  j 
E  che  JedeJJe  a  lato  fuo  poi  volfe 
Sopra  tutti  i  Re,  Principi^  e  Baroni. 
Si  die  licenza  a  chi  non  fe  la  tolfet 
Si  che  toflo  rejiaro  i  pochi,  e  buoni. 
Rejlaro  i  Paladini,  e  i  gran  Signoriy 
La  vdipefa  plebe  andb  di  fuori. 

12. 

ATfirfifa  comim-ib  con  grata  voce  : 
Ecceljb,  invitto,  e  gloriofo  Augujlo^ 
Che  dal  mar'  Indo  a  la  Tirinthia  face, 
Dal  bianco  Scita  a  /' Etiope  adufto^ 
Rivenr  fat  la  tua  Candida  Croce  ; 
A^  di  te  regna  il  piu  faggio,  b'l  piu  giujlo  ; 
Tua  fama,  cb'almn  terming  non  ferra, 
£>ui  tratto  m'hoy  Jin  da  fejirema  terra. 

J3- 

E  (per  narrarti  il  ver)  fola  mi  mojje 
Invidia,  e  fol  per  farti  guerra  to  venni  ; 
A:ci~i  che  n  pojfente  un  Re  nonfoj/e^ 
Che  non  tenejje  la  legge,  cb'io  tenni. 
Per  quefto  ho  fat  to  le  campagne  rojje 
Del  Crijilan  fangue  ;  ed  altrl  fieri  cenni 
Era  per  farti  da  crudel  nimiia, 
Se  non  cadea  chi  mi  t'hafatto  arnica. 

14- 

Quando  nuscer  penfai  piu  a  le  tue  fquadre, 
lo  trovo  (e  come  Jia  diropiu  adagio] 
Che'l  buon  Ruggier  di  Rifa  fu  mio  padre , 
Tradito^  a  torto,  dal  fr  at  el  malvagio. 
Portommt  in  corpo  mia  mifera  madre 
Di  la  dal  tnare,  e  nacqui  in  gran  difagio, 
Nutrimmi  un  Mago  fn'ol  fettimo  anno> 
A  cui  gli  Arali  poi  rubata  nihanno. 


As  foon  as  they  her  comrade  underftand 

To  be  Marphife,  in  arms  fo  excellent, 

Who,  from  Catai,  to  th'  bounds  of  Spani/h  land, 

With  thoufand  fhining  trophies  pompous  went ; 

Not  either  rich  or  poor  there  was,  remain'd, 

In  their  pavilions;   but  the  croud,  intent 

On  all  fides,  prefs,  thruft,  hobble,  forward  bear, 

Only  to  fee  together  this  Uluflrious  pair. 

10. 

With  rev'rence,  they  approach  King  Charles's  throne^ 

This  the  firft  day  was,  as  relates  Turpin, 

W"as  feen  her  knee  Marphifa  to  bend  down, 

As  feem'd  alone  the  great  fon  of  Pepin 

Worthy,  to  whom  fuch  honours  fhould  be  fhown, 

'Mongft  all  the  people,  either  Saracin 

Or  Chriilian,  Emperor  or  King  e'er  found, 

Whether  for  valour  or  for  wealth  renown'd. 

1 1. 

Charles,  in  benignant  manner,  her  does  greet. 
Railing  himfelf  in  his  pavilion, 
And  will'd,  (he,  at  his  fide,  fhould  take  her  feat, 
'Bove  Barons,  Princes,  and  Kings  ev'ry  one : 
The  croud,  that  would  not  go,  they  caus'd  retreat, 
That  few,  but  noble,  there  remained  foon ; 
Great  Lords  and  Paladins  ftill  kept  their  place, 
Without,  decamped  the  plebeians  bafe. 

12. 

Marphife,  with  voice  melodious,  did  commence : 
Sublime,  unconquer'd,  glorious  Auguft, 
From  Tyrinth's  bay,  to  India's  feas  immen-fe, 
From  Scythia  froze,  to  ./Ethiop  aduft, 
Who  caufe  to  your  white  crofs  paid  reverence; 
Nor  reigns  than  you  Prince  wifer  or  more  jult, 
Your  fame,  whofe  flight  no  limits  can  withftand, 
Hither  has  brought  ine,  from  th'  extremeft  land. 

I3- 

And,  to  relate  the  truth,  me  mov'd  alone 
Envy,  and  to  make  war  'gainft  you  I  came, 
That  fuch  a  pow'rful  King  (hould  ne'er  be  known, 
Who  held  not  law,  fuch  as  I  hold,  the  Cime  : 
For  this,  your  fields  I've  caus'd  to  o\er-ruu 
With  Chriilian  blood  ;  and  other  ills  to  name, 
As  cruel  foe,  I  meant,  you  to  invade, 
Fell  it  not  out,  that  I  your  friend  am  maJe. 

14. 

When  molt  your  troops  to  hurt  I  did  afpire, 
I  found,  and  how,  I'll  more  at  leifure  fay> 
That  brave  Ruggier  of  Rifa  was  my  lire, 
Whom  his  vile  brother  bafely  did  betray : 
My  mother  big,  o'er  fea,  in  troubles  dire 
Went,  I  was  born  in  a  diltrefsful  way, 
A  Sorc'rer  nourifh'd  me  to  th'  feventh  year, 
From  whom,  then  Helen,  me  did  Arabs  bear. 
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E  mi  vendero  in  Perfia  per  ifchiava 
A  itn  Re,  che  poi  crefciuta  io  pofi  a  mortc, 
Che  mia  virginita  tor  mi  cercava  ; 
Uccift  lui  con  tutta  lafua  Corte : 
Tutta  cacciai  lafua  progenie  prava  ; 
E  prefi  il  regno,  e  talfu  la  mia  forte, 
Che  diciotto  anni  d'uno,  o  di  due  mefi 
Jo  non  paj/ai,  che  fette  Regni  prefi. 

1 6. 

E  di  tuafama  invidiofa,  come 
Jo  t'ho  gia  detto,  aveafermo  ml  core 
La  grande  altezza  abbatter  del  tuo  nome : 
Forfe  ilfaceva,  oforfe  era  in  errore. 
ftla  era  avvien  che  qitejla  voglia  dome, 
E  faccia  coder  /'ale  al  mio  furore, 
L'aver  intefo,  poi  che  qu)  fon  giunta, 
Come  io  ti  fon  d\iffinita  congiunta. 

17- 

E  come  il  padre  mio  parent  e,  e  fervo 
Tifit,  ti  fon  parente,  e  ferva  anch'io : 
E  qiiella  itrvidia,  <?  qnellodio  protervo, 
II  qual  io  t'ebbi  Jin  tempo,  or  tittto  obbiio ; 
Anzi  contra  Agramante  io  Io  rifervo, 
E  contra  ogn'altro,  che  fia  al  padre,  o  al  zio 
Di  lni,Jlato  parente ;  che  fur  rci 
Di  porre  a  inert  e  i  genitori  mid. 

18. 

E  feguitb  vokr  Crijiiana  fnrft ; 
E  dtippoi  ch'avra  eftinto  il  Re  Agramante, 
Voler,  piacendo  a  Carlo,  ritornarji 
A  battezzare  ilfito  regno  in  Lev ant c ; 
Ed  indi  contra  tutto  il  mondo  annarfi, 
Ove  Macon  s'adori,  e  Trivigantc ; 
E  con  promij/ion,  ch'ognifuo  acqvljlo 
Sia  -de  rimperio,  e  dc  la  fe  di  Criflo. 

19. 

V '  Imperador,  che  non  meno  eloquente 
Era,  chefojje  valorofo,  c  faggio  ; 
Molto  efaltando  la  donna  excellent  e, 
E  motto  il  padre,  e  mo/to  il  [no  lignaggio  ; 
Rifpofe  ad  ogni  parte  umanamente, 
E  mo/1ro  in  front  e  aperto  il  fuo  coraggio  ; 
E  conchinfe  ne  Vultima  parole, 
Per  parente  accettarla,  e  per  figliuda . 

20. 

E  qin  ft  leva,  e  di  nuovc  labbraccia, 
E,  comcfiglia,  bac-ia  ne  la  fronts. 
Vengono  tutti  con  allegro,  faccia 
Qiiei  di  Mongr&na,  e  qttei  di  Chiaramonte. 
Lungo  a  dir  fora,  quant  o  onor  le  faccia 
Rinaldo,  che  di  lei  le  prove  conte 
Vedute  avea  piu  volte  al  paragone  ; 
Qttando  Albracca  ajfediar  col  fuo  gircn-e. 


And  me  in  Perfia  fold  to  flavery, 

To  Monarch,  whom  I  kill'd,  when  up  I  grew, 

Who  thought  to  rifle  my  virginity  ; 

Him,  with  all  people  of  his  court,  I  flew : 

I  drove  out  all  his  wicked  progeny, 

And  feiz'd  the  realm  ;  and  fuch  my  lot  did  fhew, 

Ere  I  to  eighteen  years  of  age  attain'd, 

And  a  few  months,  I  feven  kingdoms  gain'd. 

1 6. 

And  I  acknowledge,  envious  of  your  fame, 
I  had  for  fix'd  eftablifh'd  in  my  mind, 
T'  abafe  the  lofty  grandeur  of  your  name  : 
Perhaps  had  done  't,  or  might  my  error  find  , 
But  now,  it  haps,  this  will  does  render  tame, 
And  of  my  fury  makes  the  wings  declin'd, 
The  having  underftaod,  fince  here  I  came, 
That  I  conjoin'd  to  you  in  kindred  am. 

And,  as  your  kin  and  fervant  was  my  fire, 
Your  kindred  and  your  fervant  too  am  I ; 
And  all  that  envy,  that  malignant  ire, 
Which  once  I  bore  you.  caft  from  memory ; 
Rather  'gainft  Agramant  I'll  that  confpire, 
And  'gainll  all  other,  \vho  may  be  ally 
Unto  his  fire  or  uncle,  by  whofe  guilt 
The  blood  of  my  progenitors  was  fpilt. 

18. 

And  follow'd  ;  fhe  herfelf  would  Chriftian  make, 
And,  after  fhe  had  (lain  King  Agramant, 
If  it  fo  pleafed  Charles,  file  would  go  back 
And  chriftianize  her  fubjefts  i'  th'  Levant : 
And  then,  'gainfl  all  the  world,  fhe  arms  would  take, 
Where  Macon  they  adore  and  Trivigant ; 
With  promife,  that  whate'er  fhe  did  obtain, 
She  to  the  faith  of  Chrift  and  empire  would  ordain. 

19. 

The  Emperor,  who  not  lefs  eloquent, 
Than  he  courageous  and  fagacloBS  was, 
Exalting  much  the  lady  excellent, 
And  much  her  father,  much  her  noble  race, 
Humanely  anfwer'd  the  parts  dHTerent, 
And  fhew'd  'his  valour  in  his  open  face, 
Of  his  fpeech  making  this  conclufion, 
That  for  his  kin  and  daughter  her  he  'd  own. 

20. 

And  rifmg  here,  does  her  anew  embrace, 
And,  as  his  child,  falutes  her  in  the  front : 
All  thither  come  with  a  delighted  face, 
Thofe  of  Mongrana  and  of  Claramont : 
'Twere  long  to  tell,  what  honours  to  her  pays 
Rinald,  who  of  her  pro\vefs  could  recount, 
Which  he,  in  trials,  often  did  furvey, 
When  to  Albracca  they  once  fiege  did  lay. 
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21. 


Lttngo  a  dirfora,  quanta  il  giovinetto 
Guidon  s'allegri  di  vedcr  cqftei, 
Aquilante,  e  Grifone,  e  Sanfonettot 
CIS  a  la,  citta  crudel  furon  con  lei. 
Malagigi,  e  Viviano,  Ricciardetto, 
Ch'a  I'occijion  de'MaganzeJi  rei, 
E  di  quei  venditori  empi  di  Spagna 
L'aveano  avuta  s)  fedel  compagnct. 

22. 

Apparecchiar  per  lofeguente  giorno, 
Ed  ebbe  euro.  Carlo  egli  medefmo, 
Che  foffe  un  luogo  riccamente  adorno> 
Ove  prendej/e  Marfifa  battcfmo. 
I  Vefcovi,  e  gran  chierici  d'intorno, 
Che  le  leggi  fapean  del  Criftianefmo, 
Fece  raccorre,  accio  da  loro  in  tutta 
Lafanta  Fe  foffe  Marfifa  injirutia. 

23- 

Vennc  in  pontificate  abito  facro 

L'Arcivefco  Turpino,  e  battezzolla. 

Carlo  dal'falutifero  lavacro 

Can  ceremonie  debite  levolla. 

.Ma  tempo  e  ormai,  cb'al  capo  voto,  e  macro 

Di  fenno  Jl  foccorra  con  rampolla. ; 

Con  che  dal  del  piu  bajfo  ne  venia 
Il'Duca  AJtolfo  su'I  carro  d'Elia. 

24. 

Scefc  era  AJlolfo  dal  giro  lucent  e 
A  la  maggior  altczza  de  la  terra 
('.on  lafelice  antpolla,  che  la  mente 
Dovea  fanare  al  gran  maftro  di  guerra, 
Un'erba  quivi  di  virtu  eccellcnte 
Moftra  Giovanni  al  Duca  d'Inghilterra  : 
Con  effa  vitol,  cfral fuo  ritorno  tocchi 
Al  Re  di  Nubia,  c  gli  rifani  gli  occhi. 

a'i. 

Accio  per  qitcjli,  e  per  li  primi  merti 
Gente  gli  dia,  con  che  Btferta  aj/aglia  ; 
E,  come  poi  quei  popoli  inefperti 
Anni,  ed  acconci  ad  itfo  di  battaglia  ; 
E  fenza  danKO  paj/i  pe  i  deferti, 
Ove  t1  arena  gli  tiomini  abbarbaglia  ; 
A  pitnto  a  punt o  i'ordine,  che  tegna* 
Tutto  il  Vecchio  fantijjimo  gl'infegnat 

26. 

P'A  lo  fe  rimontar  su  quello  alato> 
Che  di  Ruggiero,  e  fu  prima  d'Atlante*. 
II  Paladin  lafcio,  licenziato 
Di  fan  Gic'canni,  le  contrade  fante  ; 
E,  fecondando  il  Nilo  a  lato,  a  lato, 
Tofto  i  Nttlii  apparirfi  vide  innante  ; 
E  ne  la  terra,  che  del  regno  e  capo^ 
Scefe  da  I'aria,  e  ritrovo  il  Senapo* 


21. 

'Twould  tedious  be,  to  tell  the  joy  how  great 
Guidon  the  youth  conceives,  now  her  he  fees, 
Aquilant,  and  Grifon,  and  Sanfonet, 
With  her  at  th'  city  once  of  cruelties, 
Malagige,  Vivian,  and  Ricciardet, 
Who,  at  the  flaughter  o'  th'  vile  Maganzefe, 
And  the  bafe  Spanifh  merchants,  formerly 
Had  had  her  faithful  gallant  company. 

22. 

They  preparation  make  for  the  next  day, 
And  Charles  himfelf  herein  did  care  befto\v, 
That  place  ftiould  be  adorn'd  in  richeft  way, 
Wherein  Marphife  would  take  baptifmal  vow  : 
Bifhops  and  clergy  great  did  there  convey, 
Who  of  ChrifHanity  the  laws  did  know, 
From  ev'ry  part,  that,  in  the  whole  from  thefe, 
Marphila  might  be  taught  the  holy  myfleries. 

23- 

In  drefs  pontifical  and  facred  came 
Archbilriop  Turpin,  and  did  her  baptize; 
King  Charles  himfelf,  from  the  foul-faving  ftream, 
Raifes  her  up,  with  fit  ceremonies. 
But  now  'tis  time,  to  th'  head  devoid  of  gleam 
Of  fenfe,  wi'  th'  vafe  I  give  the  fit  fupplies, 
With  which,  from  heav'n,  did  hither  downwards 
The  Duke  Aftolfo,  in  Ellas'  car.  [bear 

24. 

From  the  bright  orb  Aitolfo  was  declin'd 
T'  a  part  the  moft  exalted  of  our  grounJ, 
With  the  fo  happy  phial,  which  the  mind 
Of  the  great  warrior  was  to  render  found  : 
In  this  place,  herb  of  faluiiferous  kind, 
Saint  John  had  fhewn  the  Engiiih  Duke  renown'd, 
And  will'd,  he  this,  at  his  return,  applies 
To  Nubia's  King,  and  with  it  heals  his  eyes, 

25. 

So  that,  for  this  and  for  his  firft  defert, 
T'  affault  Biferta,  he  might  give  fupplies  : 
And  how  he  then  thefe  people  inexpert 
Might  arm,  and,  for  his  ufe,  in  fight  apprize  ; 
And  thro'  the  deferts  travel  without  hurt, 
In  which  place  the  dry  fands  deftroy  men's  eyes  r 
In  manner  ftric"t,  what  way  he  ihould  purfue, 
Th'  old  man  moft  holy  all  to  him  did  fhew. 

26. 

Then  caus'd  him  the  wing'd  fteed  remount  upon, 
Which  of  Atlante  was,  then  of  Ruggier  : 
The  Paladin,  now  leave  ta'en  of  Saint  John, 
Away  does  from  the  holy  country  fteer, 
And,  fide  by  fide  the  Nile  ftill  trav'lling,  foon 
Before  him  fees  the  Nubian  realms  appear, 
And,  at  the  head  of  thefe  domains,  to  ground 
Defcends  from  air,  and  he  Senapus  found, 

27. 
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27- 

Moltofu  il  gaudio,  e  moltafu  la  gioia, 
Che  porto  quel  Signer  nelfuo  ritorno  ; 
Che  ben  ft  ricordava.  de  la  noia, 
Che  gli  avea  tolta  de  VArpie  d'intorno  : 
Ma  poi  che  la  grojfezza  gli  difcuoia 
Di  quello  umor,  che  gia  gli  tolfe  il  giorno, 
E  che  gli  rende  la  vijta  di  prima, 
Uadora,  e  cole,  e  come  un  Diofublima. 

28. 

£/  che  non  pur  la  gente,  che  gli  chiede 
Per  mover  guerra  al  regno  di  Biferta ; 
Ma  centomila  fopra  gliene  diede, 
E  glife  ancor  difua  perfona  offerta. 
La  gente  appena,  ch'era  tutta  a  piede, 
Potea  capir  ne  la  campagna  aperta  : 
Che  di  cavalli  ha  quel  paefe  inopia, 
Ma  d'elefanti,  e  di  cameli  copia. 

29. 

La  notte  innanzi  il  d},  che  hfuo  cammino 
Vefercito  di  Nubia  dove  a  porfe, 
Monto  su  rippcgrifo  il  Paladino, 
E  verfo  Mezodt  con  fret t a  corfe, 
Tanto,  che  giunfe  al  monte,  che  I'Auftrino 
Vento  produce,  e  fpira  contra  VOrfe. 
Trovo  la  cava,  onde  per  ftretta  bocca> 
Quandofi  dejia,  il  furiofo  fcocca. 

E,  come  ricordogli  ilfuo  maejtro, 

Aveafeco  arrecato  un'utre  vots  ; 

II  qua/,  mentre  ne  I'antro  ofcuro,  alpeflro, 

AJfaticato  dorme  il  fero  Noto, 

A  lo  fpiraglio  pon  tacit  o,  e  deftro  ; 

Ed  e  I'aguafo  in  modo  al  vento  ignoto, 

Che  credendoji  ufcir  fuor  la  dimane, 

Prefo,  e  legato  in  quello  litre  rimane. 

3r; 

Di  tan  fa  preda  il  Paladino  allegro 
Ritorna  in  Nubia,  e  la  medefma  luce 
Si  pone  a  camminar  col  popol  negro, 
E  vettovaglia  dietrofi  conduce. 
A fahamento  con  lojtuolo  integro 
Verfo  rAtlante  il  ghriofo  Duce 
Pel  mezzo  vien  de  la  minuta  fabbia, 
Senza  temer,  che'l  vento  a  nuocer  g!i  abbia. 

32- 

E  giunto  poi  di  qua  dal  giogo  in  partc, 
0,-idc  il  pian  Ji  difcopre,  e  la  marina  ; 
Aftotfo  elegge  la  ptu  nobil  parte 
Del  campo,  e  la  meglio  atta  a  difciplina  ; 
E  qua,  e  la  per  ordine  la  partc 
A  pie  d'un  cdle,  ove  nel  pian  confna. 
Qidvi  la  lnfi.-,a,  e  j«  la  cima  afcende 
In  v}fta,  d'uon;,  cfrb  gran  penjieri  intends. 


Great  was  the  pleafure,  mighty  was  the  joy, 
To  him  returning,  did  this  Prince  difplay ; 
For  well  he  bore  in  mem'ry  the  annoy, 
Driving  the  Harpies,  he  had  ta'en  away ; 
But  when,  to  cleanfe,  his  fkill  he  did  employ, 
The  humour  grofs,  which  him  depriv'd  of  day, 
And  to  him  he  his  former  fight  reftores, 
Him  he  exalts,  reveres,  and,  as  JtGod,  adores. 

28. 

Not  only  thofe,  for  whom  he  did  apply, 
War  'gainft  Biferta's  realms  to  undertake, 
But  hundred  thoufand  more  he  did  fupply, 
And  of  himfelf  did  even  offer  make : 
The  folks,  who  all  of  them  were  infantry, 
The  country,  open  quite,  could  fcarccly  take ; 
For  that  of  horfe  this  kingdom  is  in  want, 
Of  camel  plenty  has,  and  elephant. 

29. 

The  night  before  the  day,  when  do  defign 
To  take  their  way  the  Nubian  forces  vaft, 
On  Hippogryph  remounts  the  Paladin, 
And  tow'rds  the  South  gets  on  with  utmofr.  hafre, 
Till  to  the  windy  mountain  he  does  join,        [blaft : 
Which  fends  the  South  'gainft  North  with  driving 
He  found  the  cave,  where  thro'  a  paflage  ftreight, 
When  wak'd,  it  iffues  forth  at  furious  rate  : 

And,  as  his  mafter  him  inftruclions  gave, 
An  empty  bladder  with  him  he  convey'd  ; 
Which,  whilit,  within  the  dark  and  favage  cave, 
The  fierce  South  wind  was   tir'd  with  fleep  o'er- 
He  to  the  vent-hole  plac'd  dextrous  and     [weigh'd, 
And  for  the  wind  an  unknown  ambufh  laid,  [grave, 
Which,  as  the  morrow  it  to  ifTue  thought, 
Continu'd  in  his  bladder  bound  and  caught. 

3r- 

The  Paladin,  delighted  with  fuch  prey, 
Returns  to  Nubia;  and,  when  morning  fhone, 
With  his  black  people  puts  him  on  his  way, 
Behind  conducting  vaft  provifion, 
In  a  fafe  manner,  with  his  whole  array 
Tow'rds  Atlas  mount  the  glorious  Duke  march 'd  on, 
Thro'  mid-way  of  the  dufty  fands  inclin'd, 
Nor  fear  had  he,  fhould  injure  him  the  wind. 

32. 

And  o'er  the  mountain  got  to  t'other  fide, 
Whence  may  be  view'd  the  lawns  immenfe  and  main, 
Aftolf  to  take  the  nobleft  part  apply'd 
O'  th'  camp,  who  beft  could  difcipline  attain  : 
This  fide  and  that,  does  them  in  ranks  divide, 
At  th'  mountain's  foot,  where  terminates  the  plain  : 
There  leaves  them,  and  to  th'  fummit  he  afcends, 
In  look  of  man,  who  to  great  thoughts  intends. 

33- 
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33- 


Poi  cbe  inchinando  le  ginocchia  fece 
Al  fanto  fuo  Maejiro  orazione, 
Sicuro,  che  fia  udita  la  fua  prece, 
Copia  di  fajjji  a  far  cader  ft  pone. 

0  quanto  a  chi  ben  crede  in  Criflo,  lece  ! 

1  fajfi  fuor  di  natural  ragione 
Crefcendo,  fi  vedean  venire  in  giufo, 
Eformar  venire,  e  gambe,  e  collo,  e  mufo. 

34- 

E  con  chiari  annitrir  giu  per  quei  calli 
Venian  faltando,  e  giunti  pot  nel  piano 
Scotean  le  groppe,  e  fatti  eran  cavalliy 
Chi  baio,  e  chi  leardo,  e  chi  rovano. 
La  turbo,  ch'afpettando  nelle  valli 
Stava  a  la  pojla,  lor  dava  di  mono  ; 
Si  che  inpoche  ore  fur  tutti  montati  j 
Che  con  fella  ,  e  confreno  erano  nati. 

35- 

Ottanta  mi  la,  cento,  e  due  in  un  giorno 
Fe  di  pedoni  Ajlolfo  cavaheri. 
Con  quejli  tutta  fcorfe  Africa  intorno, 
Facendo  prede,  incendi,  e  prigionieri. 


33- 


Pojlo  Agramant  e  avea  pn'al  r  it  or  no 
II  Re  di  Ferfa,  e'IRe  de  gli  Algazen, 
Col  Re  Branzardo  a  guardia  del  paefe  j 
E  quejli  fi  fer  contra  alDuca  Inglefe, 


. 

Prima  avendo  fpacciato  un  fottil  Ifgno, 
Ch'a  vele,  e  a  remi  ando  battendo  I'a/i  ; 
Ad  Agramante  avviso,  come  il  Reg  no 
Patia  da  I  Re  de'Nubi  oltraggi,  e  mail. 
Giorno,  e  notte  ando  quel  fenza  ritegno 
Tanto,  che  giunfe  a  i  liti  Provenzali  ; 
E  trovo  in  Arli  il  fuo  Re  mezzo  cpprejfi, 
Che''  I  campo  avea  di  Carlo  un  miglio  apprcjfi. 

Sentendo  il  Re  Agramante,  a  che  periglio, 
Per  guadagnare  il  regno  di  Pipino, 
Lafciava  il  fuo,  chiamar  fece  a  conjiglio 
Principi,  e  Re  dd  popol  Saracino. 
E  poi  ch'una,  o  due  volte  giro  il  ciglio 
^uinci  a  Marfitio,  e  quindi  al  Re  Sobrino  : 
I  quai  d'ogni  altro  fur  che  vi  venijje, 
1  dut  piu  antichi,  e  faggi,  cosi  dijje. 

.  38- 
£htantunque  to  fappia,  come  mal  convegna 

A  un  capitano  dir  ;  Non  mel  penfai  ; 
Pur  to  diro  ;  cbe  quando  un  danno  vcgna 
Da  ogni  difcorfo  uman  lontano  ajjai^ 
A  quel  fallir  par  che  fia  f'ufa  degna  : 
E  qul  feverfa  il  cafo  mio  j  ctferrai 
A  lufiiar  d'arrne  F  Africa  sfornita, 
Se  da  li  Nubi  eJJ'er  dove  a  ojjalita. 
VOL.  IL 


So  foon  as,  falling  on  his  knees,  he  made 

Unto  his  Mafter  bleft,  his  orifon, 

Secure,  that  he'd  have  that,  for  which  he  pray'd, 

A  many  Hones  he  fet  to  calling  down  : 

What  mayn't  he  hope,  whom  ftedfaft  faith  does  aid  ! 

From  out  the  laws  of  nature,  ev'ry  ftone 

Was  feen,  as  tumbling  down  they  went,  grow  out, 

And  belly  form,  and  legs,  and  neck,  and  fhout : 

34- 

And  down,  along  the  paths,  with  echoing  neigh, 
They  fcamp'ring  run,  then  light  upon  the  plain  ; 
They  (hake  their  cruppers,  become  horfes  they, 
To  roan,  fame  bay,  fome  dapple,  they  attain  : 
The  croud,  who  waiting  in  the  valley  ftay 
On  purpofe,  flood,  and  to  their  hands  they  're  ta'en : 
That,  in  few  hours,  they  all  on  horfeback  get, 
For  they  were  born  with  faddle  and  with  bit. 

More  than  full  fourfcore  thoufand,  in  one  day, 
Of  foot,  Aflolf  made  each  a  cavalier  : 
With  thefe,  he  fcour'd  around  all  Africa, 
Made,  burning,  plund'ring,  many'  a  prifoner  : 
King  Agramant  had  plac'd,  while  he  rs  away, 
The  King  of  Fers,  King  of  the  Algazere, 
And  King  Branzard,  guards  of  his  government, 
And  thefe  againfl  the  Englifh  chieftain  went. 

36. 

Firfl  in  difpatch  they  a  light  veflel  fent, 
With  fails  and  oars  to  beat  upon  the  wing, 
To  advife  Agramant,  his  government 
Outrage  and  evil  bore  from  Nubia's  King  : 
Both  night  and  day,  this,  without  flopping,  went, 
Till,  to  the  coafl  of  Provence  voyaging, 
It  finds  the  King,  in  Arli,  half  o'erthrown  ; 
For  Charles,  within  a  mile,  his  camp  brought  on. 

37- 

Agramant,  finding  to  what  danger  great, 
That  he  might  gain  the  kingdom  of  Pepin, 
He  left  his  own,  council  convok'd  of  Hate, 
Of  Kings  and  Princes  of  the  Saracin  : 
And  turning,  twice  or  thrice,  his  brow  elate, 
Hence  to  Marfilius,  thence  to  King  Sobrin, 
Who  were,  of  others  all,  who  there  betook, 
The  two  moll  old  and  fage,  this  way  he  fpoke. 

38- 

Altho',  how  ill  it  fuiting  is,  I  know, 
A  chief,  to  fay,  of  this  I  wa'n't  aware, 
Yet  will  I  fay  it  ;  for  when  comes  a  woe, 
Which  is  from  human  reas'ning  didant  far, 
For  fuch  a  fault,  it  fit  excufe  does  (how  : 
And,  as  I  err'd,  this  cafe  falls  to  my  lhare, 
In  leaving  of  defence  my  Afric  void, 
If  by  the  Nubians  it  fhould  be  annoy 'd  : 

L  1  39- 
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39- 


jkf<2  <:/;;'  penfato  avria,  fuor  cbs  Diofe/o, 

A  cui  non  e  cofa  futura  igncta, 

Che  doveffe  venir  con  i~i  granjlucla 

A  fame  danno  genie  si  remo'.a  ? 

Tra  i  quali,  e  noi  giace  rinjlabil  fuoh 

Di  quella  arena  ognor  da'venti  mot  a  : 

Pur  e  vtnutaad  ajjsdiar  Bifarta^ 

Ed  ha  in  gran  parte  I*  Africa  defer  ta. 

40>. 
Or  fopra  do  wftro  conf.glio  chifggio, 

Se  partirmi  di  qin  fenza  far  frtttto, 
O  pur  ffguir  tantv  I'imprefa  deggio^ 
Che  prigion  Car  lo  mfco  ablna  ccnduHO  ; 
O,   corns  I'ifume  io  falvi  il  nojlro  feggia^ 
£  quefto  imperial  la  fci  diftrutto, 
S'alcun  di  voi  fa  rf/'r,  prfga  nol  tacc'fl  ;. 
Accib  ft  ti  ovi  il  tneg'ia  ,  c  que!  ft  facdc,. 

41. 

Cost  dijfe  Agra-mani?*  e  voife  gll  re:  hi 
Jl  Re  di  Fpagna,  eke  gli  Jedea  apprtffi.^ 
Come  rnojl  randi  divcler^  che  tocchi 
Di  quel,  c'ba  detlo,   la  ri/'pc/la  ad  r/To, 
E  qud)  poi-  che  firgemlo,  ebbe  i  ginocchi 
Per  riverenza,  e  coil  il  capujifjfii 
Av/  /"wtf  oncrato  ft-ggio  ft  raccoij<-, 
Indi  la  Lngua  a  tai  /rv/  tie  •  fciolfe  . 

42. 

Obene-,  o  tua?,  che  la  fama  d  appirti,. 
Signor,  cli  fempr*  accrefcere  ba  in 


Percio  non  far  a  maiy.  ch'io  mi  fconfoi  tr, 
O  tnai  piu  del  dover  pigl'  baldavza 
P&r  caji  c  bno)ii^  orei,  che  fiene  jorti  : 
Jl'la  Jempre  avro  di  par  ttnta,  e  fpgrti^zay 
Ch'eJJtr  'debban  minari^   e  tion  dei  modo^ 
Cb'a  noi  per  tante  lir,gu&  venir'  odo, 

43- 

E  tanto  men  preftar  gli  debboffdr, 
Qnanto  piu  al  verifimile  s'oppone. 
Or  s'egli  e  Vtrifimile,  Ji  vede^ 
Ch'abbia  con  tanto  numer  di  perfon& 
Polio  nc  la  pugnace  Africa  it  piedt 
Un  Re  di  si  lontana  regione, 
'Traverjando  farene,  a  cui  Camlife 
Con  male  augurio  il  pepvl  fuo  cemtnijf. 

44. 

Crederoben,  che  Ji  fin  gli  drabi.fcefi 
Da  le  montagne^   ed  abbicin  data  li  guafto  ; 
E  faccbeggiato^  e  morti  uomim\  e  prcji, 
Qve  iroiiato  avran  poco  contra/to  \ 
£  che  Branzardo,   che  di  quei  paeji. 
Luogotenente,  e  Vice  Re  e  rimajlo^ 
Per  le  decine  fcriva  le  migliaia, 
Accia  la  fcufa  fua  piu  dcgna  ftaia. 


39- 

But  who,  fave  God  alone,  would  e'er  have  thought,. 
From  whom  is  not  conceal'd  futurity, 
That  they  fuch  multitudes  could  e'er  have  brought, 
Folks  fo  remote,  to  do  us  injury  ? 
'Twixt  whom  and  us  lays  the  unftable  fpot,. 
Thofe  fands,  mov'd  by  the  wind  continually  j 
Yet  are  they  come,  Bilerta  fiege  to  lay, 
And  have  deitroy'd  great  part  of  Africa. 

40. 

Now,  on  this  cafe,  yonr  counfel  I  require  r 
If  fruitlefs  I  from  hence  fhould  go  away, 
Or  Ihould  I  to  this  emprize  ftill  afpire, 
Till  Charles  a  pris'ner  with  me  I  convey  ; 
Or  how  at  once  may  fave  my  own  empire, 
But  firft  this  regal  feat  in  ruin  lay, 
If  one  of  ye  can  tell ;  he'd  fpeak,  I  fue, 
That  we  may  find  what's  bell,  and  that,  may  do. 

41. 

Thus  Agramante-  fpoke ;  and  turn'd  his  eyes 
To  th'  King  of  Spain,  who  him  was  feated  nigh  ; 
As  that,  to  him  belongs,  he  fignifie=, 
To  what  he  fpoken  had,  to  make  reply : 
And  he,  his  knee  firft  bent,  when  he  did  rife, 
And  his  head  bow'd,  thro'  rev'rend  courtefy, 
Again  into  his  feat  of  honour  goes, 
Then,  in  fuch  words,  his  tongue  he  did  clifdofe.. 

42. 

What  fame,  or  good  or  ill,  does  to  us  bear, 
My  Lord,  'tis  us'd  ftill  bigger  it  to  make  ; 
But  it  mall  never  caufe  me  to  defpair, 
Nor  ever,  more  thaji  right  is,  courage  take 
For  accidents,  if  good  or  ill,  my  lhare  ; 
But  hope  and  fear  I'll  ftill  alike  partake, 
That  all  fhould  ftill  be  lefs,  and  not  the  way, 
Which  comes  from  many  tongues,  to  us,  hearfay* 

43- 

And  fo  much  lefs  I  fliould  my  credence  give, 
As  more  it  does  the  probable  oppofe ; 
Now,  if  'tis  probable,  we  may  perceive, 
Should  fend  a  hoft  fo  numerous  of  foes, 
That  they  on  warlike  Afric  mould  arrive  ; 
A  King,  whofe  realms  ib  diftant  are  as  thofe, 
Thofe  fands  to  traverfe,  where  Cambyfes  great, 
Trufted  his  people  to  their  haplefs  fate. 

44. 

I  truly  think,  th'  Arabians  made  defcent 
From  th'  hills,  and  faccage  made,  and  fpoil  around, 
And  men  fome  pris'ners  took,  to  death  fome  fent, 
As  they  but  little  oppofition  found  ; 
And  that  Branzardo,  there  your  lieutenant, 
Aad  viceroy  conftituted  o'er  this  ground, 
Has  thoufands,  in  the  ftead  of  tens,  wrote  down, 
That  his  excufe  may  be  more  worthy  Ihown. 

45. 


Canto  38. 


ORLANDO     FU  R  I  O  S 


45- 

Vo1  concedergli  ancor,  che  fieno  i  Nubi 
Per  mlracol  del  del  for fe  piovuti  ; 
O  fotfe  afcoji  venner  nele  nuhi, 
Pol  che  non  fur  mai  per  cammin  veduti. 
Temi  tu,  che  tal  gente  Africa  rubi, 
Se  ben  dl  piii  foe  cor  fo  non  1'aiuii  ? 
II  tuo  prejidio  avria  ben  trifla  pelley 
Quando  temejje  un  popolo  si  Imbelle. 

46. 

Ma  fe  tu  mandl  ancor  che  pochi!  tiavi, 
Pur  che  fi  veggan  glljlendardl  tu-jl, 
Non  fciaglieran  dl  qua  si  tojio  i  cavi, 
Che  fugglr  anno  ne  I  confini  fuoi 

f'lejtl,  ofiinNubi,  o  fieno  Araln  ignavtt 
i  quali  II  ritrovarti  qui  con  nol 
Separata  pel  mar  da  la  tua  terra, 
lla  data  ardlr  dl  rompertl  la  guerra  ; 

Or  piglia  il  tempo,  che,  per  effer  fenza 
11  f no  nipote  Carh,  hai  di  vendetta. 
Pol  cb'Qrlando  non<?l,  far  refi/hnza 
Non  tl  puo  alcun  de  la  nimlca  jetta. 
Se  per  nan  veder  lafci,  o  negligenza, 
LSonorata  vlttona,  c/se  t'afpetta, 
Volt  era  il  calve ,  ove  or  a  il  crin  ne  mojlra, 
Con  niolto  dannOj  e  lunga  infanaa  ncjh'a* 

48. 

Con  qttejlo,  ed  altri  dettl  accortamente 
L,'Ifpano  perfuader  vuol  nelconcilio^ 
Che  non  efca  dl  Francla  q'>ejla  gente, 
Fin  che  Carlo  non  fia  fpinto  In  efillo  : 
Ma  il  Re  Sof/rin,  che  vide  apertamentt, 
11  cainmlno,  a  che  andava  il  Re  Marfiln  ; 
Che  piii  per  Vutil  proprio  quefte  cofe, 
Che  pel  comun  dlcca,  coil  rifpoje. 

49- 

Quando  io  tl  confcrtava  a  flare  in  pace,, 
Fofi'io  ftato,   Signor,  fa/fa  indovino  j 
O  /«,  fe  io  dovea  pure  fj/fr  verace, 
Creduto  avfjffi  a  I  tuo  fedel  Sobrino  ; 
E  non  piii  tcjlo  a  Rodomonte  audace, 
A  Marbaluflo,  a  Alzlrda,  e  a  Mariafinot 
Li  quail  ora  vorrei  qui  avere  a  fronte, 
Ma  vorrei  piu  de  gli  altri  Rodoinonte. 

5°- 

Per  rinfacciargliy  che  volea  dl  Francia 
Far  quel,  che  fi  faria  a"un  fragil  vetro  ; 
E  in  cielo,  e  ne  F inferno  la  tua  lancia 
Seguire,  anzi  lafciarfcla  dl  dletro  j 
Pol  nel  bifognoji  gratia  la  panda 
Ne  I'ozio  immerfo,  abbominofo,  e  tctro  ; 
Ed  io,  che  per  predirti  il  vero  allora 
Cedar  do  delta  Jui,  fin  teco  ancor  a  j 


I  even  will  admit,  Nubians  are  they, 
By  miracle,  from  heav'n,  in  rain  convey'.! ; 
Or  perhaps  hid  in  clouds  they  coining  lay, 
Since,  in  their  way,  they  never  were  lurvey'd ; 
Fear  you,  fuch  folks  can  plunder  Africa, 
Tho'  you  don't  fuccour  it  with  farther  aid  ? 
Your  guards  muft  be  of  ferry  metal  made, 
If  they,  of  folk  fo  feeble,  are  afraid, 

46, 

But,  if  (hips,  e'er  fo  few,  you  fend  away, 
So  that  your  ilandards  be  in  publick  mown, 
No  fooner  hence  they  mall  their  anchors  weigh, 
But  from  your  confines  will  thefe  folk  be  Hown, 
Or  Nubians,  or  idle  Arabs,  they, 
To  whom,  that  you're  with  us,  it  being  known, 
From  your  own  Jand  divided  by  the  feu, 
Has  made  fo  bold,  to  break  in  war  with  ye. 

47- 

Now  take  the  feaibn  ;  fince  his  nephew's  gone 
From  Charles;  in  which  you  vengeance  may  purfue: 
Seeing  Orland's  not  with  them,  there  is  none, 
That  can  refinance  make,  o'  th'  hoftile  crew  : 
I  know,  if,  blind  or  carelefs,  you  poftpone 
The  glorious  victory,  that  waits  for  you, 
The  bald  will  turn,  where  now  his  lock  he  fliows, 
To  our  eternal  flvame  and  mighty  woes. 

48. 

With  this,  and  other  fay-ings,  cunningly, 
The  Spaniard,  in  the  council  would  advife, 
Away  from  France  thefe  people  mould  not  hie, 
Till  Charles  they  banifft  from  his  fov 'reign  ties  ; 
But  the  King  Sobnn,  who  fees,  openly, 
The  turnings,  which  the  King  Marfilius  tries, 
That  .more,  for  his  own  good,  thefe  things  he  faid. 
Than  for  the  common,  this  way  anfwer  made. 

49- 

When,  to  remain  in  peace,  I  coanfel'd  you, 
Would,  I  had  been,  my  Lord,  a  falfe  divine  ! 
Or  you,  as  'twas  my  duty  to  be  true, 
Had  but  believ'd  your  true-hearted  Subiin  I 
And  Rod'mont  bold  not  rather  lift'ned  to, 
To  Marbaluft,  Alzird,  and  Martaiin  : 
All  whom  I  wHh,  we  now  had  here  in  front  ; 
But,  than  the  reft,  more  would  have  Rodomont : 

Him  to  reproach,  who  boafted,  ho,  with  France 
Could  do,  as  one  would  with  a  brittle  ghfs  ; 
And,  up  to  heav'n,  or  down  to  hell,  your  lance 
He'd  follow,  rather  would  before  it  pafs  : 
Then  fluggard,  when  need  calls  him  to  advance, 
Immers'd  in  floth  abominable,  bafe  ; 
And  I,  who  then  predicted  what  was  tme, 
Was  coward  cail'd ;  but  yet  ain  ftiil  with  you. 
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E  faro  fempre  mal,  Jin  ch'iojinifca 
Quefta  vita  ;  ch'ancor  che  d'anni  grave, 
Porfi  incontra  ogni  d)  per  te  s'arrifca 
A  quahtnque  di  Francia  piu  nome  ave  : 
Nefara  alcun,  fia  chifi  vuo/,  ch'ardifca 
Di  dir,  che  I'opre  mie  mai  f offer  firave  ; 
E  non  ban  piu  di  me  fatto,  ne  tanto 
Molti,  che  fi  dcnar  di  me  piu  vanto. 

S2- 

Dico  cost,  per  dimojlrar,  che  quello, 
Ch'io  dijji  allora,  e  che  ti  voglio  or  dire, 
Ne  da  viltade  vien,  ne  da  cor  fello, 
Ma  da  amor  vero,  e  da  fedel  fervire. 
lo  ti  conforto,  ch'al  paterno  qftello 
Piu  to/to,  che  in  pud,  vogli  redire  : 
Che  poco  faggh  Ji  puo  dir  colui, 
Che  perde  ilfito  per  acqitijlar  I'altrui. 

Sacquifto  c'e,  tu'l  fai.  Trent adue  fummo 
Re  tuoi  Vaffalli  a  ufcir  teco  del  port o. 
Or,  fe  di  nuovo  il  conto  ne  rajjummo, 
C'e  appena  il  terzo,  e  tutttfl  rejlo  e  morto. 
Che  non  ne  cadan  piu,  piaccia  a  Dio  fummo! 
Mafe  tu  vitci  fcguir,   temo  di  corto, 
Che  non  ne  rimarrd  quarto,  ne  quinto, 
£'/  mifer  popol  tuofia  tutto  eftinto. 

54- 

Ch"1  Orlando  non  ci  fia,  ne  aiuta,  ch'ove 
Siam  pochi,  forfe  alcim  non  cifaria  : 
Ma  per  quefto  il  periglio  non  rimove, 
Se  ben  prolunga  noftra  forte  ria,   9 
Ecci  Rinaldo,  che  per  mo/fe  prove 
Moftra,  che  non  minor  d" Orlando  fia. 
Ct  ilfuo  Hgnaggio,  e  tutti  i  Paladini, 
Timorc  eterno  a'nojiri  Saracini. 

55- 

Ed  hanno  apprejfb  quel  fecondo  Marte 
(Bench?  i  nemici  al  mio  difpetto  lodo) 
Jo  dico  il  valorofoBrandimarte, 
Not  men  d' Orlando  ad  ogni  provafcdo  ; 
Del  qual  provata  ho  la  virtude  in  parte, 
Parte  ne  veggo  h  Valtrinfpefe,  ed  odo. 
Poifonpiu  d),  che  non  c'e  Orlando  ftato, 
E  -put  perduto  abbiarn,  che  guadagnato. 

56. 

Se  per  addictro  abbiani  perduto,  io  temo, 
Che  da  q-ui  innanzi  perderem  piu  ingrojjo. 
Del  ncftro  cajnpo  Mandricardo  e  fcemo, 
CradaJJo  il  Juo  focccrfo  rfha  rimojfo, 
Marfifa  nha  lafciati  al  punto  ejiremo, 
E  cost  il  Re  d  Algier ;  di  cui  dir  poffo, 
Che,  fe  fojje  fedel,  come  gagliardo, 
PGCO  uopo  era  Gradajfit  o  Mandricardo, 


And  ever  fhall  be,  till  comes  to  an  end 

This  life,  which,  tho'  with  many  years  borne  down, 

In  ev'ry  rifque,  each  day  for  you  I  fend 

'Gainft  all  of  France,  who  have  the  moft  renown  : 

Nor  fhall  he,  be  who  e'er  he  will,  pretend, 

That  in  my  afts  I  e'er  have  bafenefs  fhown : 

Nor  have  they  done  more,  or  fo  much  as  I, 

Many,  that  made,  than  me,  more  vauntery. 

52. 

Thus  Jpeak  I,  that  I  here  may  fignify, 
What  I  then  faid,  I'd  now  to  you  repeat, 
Nor  comes  from  cowardice  or  treachery ; 
But  from  true  fervice,  and  from  love  compleat : 
I  counfel,  to  paternal  fov'reignty, 
As  foon  as  e'er  you  can,  you  would  retreat ; 
As  little  wifdom  by  that  man  is  fhown, 
Who,  to  acquire  another's,  cafts  away  his  own. 

53- 

If  you've  acquir'd,  you  know  :  Kings  thirty-two, 
Leaving  the  port  with  you,  we  vaflals  were : 
Now,  if  the  reck'ning  we  refume  anew, 
There's  fcarce  one  third,  dead  all  the  others  are  : 
Pleafe  the  high  God,  no  more  we  kill'd  may  view  j 
But,  if  you  ftill  perfift,  full  foon,  I  fear, 
That  not  one  fourth  or  fifth  there  will  remain, 
And  all  your  wretched  people,  all  be  flam. 

54- 

Orland's  not  being  there  has  mighty  weight, 
For  elfe  here  would  be  none,  if  now  fo  few  ; 
But  this  our  danger  does  not  diffipate, 
Altho'  it  may  prolong  our  ftate  of  rue  : 
See  there's  Rinaldo,  who,  by  proofs  fo  great, 
That,  than  Orland,  he  is  no  lefs,  does  fhew, 
There's  all  his  lineage,  ev'ry  Paladin  ; 
Eternal  dread  of  ev'ry  Saracin. 

And  they,  that  Mars  the  fecond,  with  them  hare, 
(Tho',  in  defpite,  I  praife  our  enemy),. 
I  mean  to  fay,  that  Brandimarte  brave, 
Not,  than  Orland,  lefs  ftout  in  chivalry ; 
Who  proof,  in  part,  to  me  of  valour  gave, 
Part,  I,  to  others'  coft,  both  hear  and  fee  : 
'Tis  many  days,  Orland  with  them  is  not, 
And  yet  we  more  have  loft  .than  we- have  got : 

56. 

And,  if  we  heretofore  have  loft,  I  dread, 
Henceforward,  we  lhall  lofe  in  grofler  way  ; 
Our  camp  of  Matidricard's  diminifhed,. 
Gradafs  his  aid  has  from  us  ta'en  away, 
Marphife,  in  our  extremes,  is  from  us  fled  ; 
So  th'  King  of  Algiers,  of  whom  could  I  fay, 
That  he,  than  gallant,  no  lefs  faithful  was, 
Of  Mandricard  fjnall  need  were,  or  Gradafs. 

57- 
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57- 


Ovffono  a  not  tolti  quejti  aiuti, 
E  tante  mi  la  f  on  de  i  nojlri  tnorti  j 
E  quei,  ch'a  venir  han,  fon  gia  venuti, 
Ne  s'afpetta  altro  legno^  che  n'afporti  : 
®)uattro  fon  giunti  a  Car!ot  non  tenuti 
Manco  d  'Orlando  ,  o  di  Rinaldo  forti  ; 
E  cen  rag  ion;  che  da  ejui  fino  a  Battro 
Potrejli  mal  trovar  tali  aliri  quattro. 

58. 

Non  fo,  fefay  chi  Jia  Guidon  Sefaeggit, 
E  Sanfonetto,  e  i  figli  d'Oltviero  ; 
Di  quefti  fo  piujiima,  e  piu  tema  agglo, 
Che  a"ogn'  altro  hr  Duca,  e  Cavaliero, 
Che  di  Lamagna,  o  d'altrojlran  ringuaggio^ 
Sia  contra  noi  per  at  u  tar  I  linger  o. 
Benche  importa  anco  ajfai  la  gente  nuova, 
Ch'a  nojiri  danni  in  campoft  ritrova. 

59- 

ghiante  voile  ufcirai  a  la  campagna, 
Tante  awai  la  peggiore,  o  farai  rotto. 
SefpeJ/o  perde  il  camps  Africa  ^e  Spagnay 
Quando  Jiamjtati  fedici  per  otto  ; 
Che  far  a,  poi  ch'Jta/ia,  e  che  Lamagna 
Con  Franc  ia  e  unit  a,  e1  1  popolo  Anglo,  e  Scott  o^ 
E  che  fei  contra  dodici  jaranna, 
Ch*  altro  ft  puofperar^  che  biafmo^  e  danno? 

60. 

La  gente  qui^  la  perdi  a  un  tempo-  il  regno, 
S'in  qnefta  imprefa  piu  dttri  ojiinato  i 
Ovf,  s'al  ritornar  muti  il  difegno, 
Vavanzo  di  noi  fervi  con  lojiato. 
Lafciar  Marfilio^  e  di  te  cafo  indegno, 
Vogriun  tene  ttrrebbe  molto  ingrato  : 
Ma  c'e  rimedio,  far  con  Carlo  pace  ; 
C/Sa  lui  deve  piacer^  fe  a  te  pur  place. 

61. 

Pur  fe  ti  par,  che  non  ci  Jia  iltuo  onore, 
Se  /«,  i  he  prima  offifs  fei,  la  chiedi  j 
E  la  battaglia  piu  tijla  nel  core, 
Chey  ccne  ftafm  qui  fuccejja^  vedi  \ 
Studia  almen  di  reftarne  tjinatore  ; 
11  che  forfe  awerra^  fe  tu  mi  credi, 
Se  d'ogni  tua  querela  a  un  cavaliero 
Darai  fajjunto^  t  fe  quelfia  Ruggiero. 

62. 

jc'/yi,  e  tit  I  faiy  che  Rttggier  noftro  e  talc, 
Che  gia  da  Jib  a  jd  con  1'arme  in 


57- 


NOH  men  d  'Orlando,  o  di  Rinaldo  i}aley 
Ne  d'akun'  altro  cavalier  Crijiiano  : 
Ala  fe  tu  vuoi  far  guerra  univerfaler 
Antor  che'  I  valor  fuo  Jia  fopraumano^ 
Egli  peronon  Jara  piu,  ch'unfolo, 
Edavra  di  parfuoi  contra  uno  Jiuoh. 


Where  from  us  taken  is  fuch  num'rous  aid, 

So  many  thoufands  of  our  people  flain, 

And  thofe,  who  were  to  come,  are  here  convcy'd, 

Nor  more  for  other  fhip  to  bring  remain ; 

Four  are  join'd Charles,  who  him  ne'er  homage  paid, 

Who  with  Orland,  Rinald,  like  ftrength  maintain, 

And  truth  it  is,  from  hence  to  Battro's  fhore, 

You  could  not  find  out  fuch  another  four. 

58. 

I  know  not  if  you  Guidon  Savage  know, 
And  Sans'net,  and  the  fons  of  Olivier, 
Of  thefe  more  fear  I  have,  more  thought  beftow, 
Than  their  each  other  chief  and  cavalier, 
From  Allemain,  or  other  realm,  our  foe, 
Th'  empire  to  aid,  who  with  us  interfere  : 
Tho'  much  the  people  now  does  us  import, 
Who,  in  our  damage,  to  his  camp  refort. 

59- 

As  oft  as  you  go  forth  to  the  campaign, 
So  oft  the  worft  you'll  have,  routed  in  fight : 
If  oft  the  field  loft  Africa  and  Spain, 
When  we  have  been  oppos'd,  fixteen  to  eight, 
What  will  it  be,  when  It'ly,  Allemain, 
The  Scotch  and  Englifh  force  with  France  unite  ? 
And  fix  againft  a  dozen  we  fhall  be  ? 
What  can  we  hope,  but  fhame  and  mifery  ? 

60. 

Your  people  here,  there  you  your  kingdom  lofe, 
If  you  in  this  emprize  fland  obftinate  : 
Where,  your  mind  changing,  if  retreat  you  choofe, 
The  reft  of  us  you  fave,  with  us  your  ftate : 
Unworthy  'twere  to  quit  Marfilius, 
As  ev'ry  one  would  hold  you  for  ingrate  ;    , 
But  there's  a  remedy  ;  with  Charles  make  peace, 
Which  ought  to  pleafure  him,  and  muft  you  pleafe, 

61. 

But  if  it  feems  to  you  ignoble  partr 
You,  injur'd  firft,  for  that  fhould  intercede, 
And  that  the  battle  you  have  more  at  heart, 
Which,  to  this  time,  you  fee  how  does  fucceed  ; 
Victor  to  be  at  leaft,  employ  your  art, 
Which  (hall  fall  out,  perhaps,  if  me  you  heed, 
If  of  all  quarrel  to  one  cavalier 
You  give  the  tafk,  and  let  that  be  Ruggier. 

62. 

You  and  I  know,  our  Ruggier's  of  fuch  kind, 
That  fmgly,  againft  one,  his  arms  in  hand, 
Orlando  or  Rinald  he's  not  behind, 
Or  any  other  knight  o'  th'  Chriftian  band  ; 
But,  if  to  gen'ral  war  you  are  inclin'd, 
Tho'  above  human  be  his  valour  grand, 
He  for  no  more  than  one  muft  be  allow'd, 
And  of  his  equals  muft  oppofe  a  croud. 

6r, 
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63- 

A  me  par,  s'a  tepar,  ch'a  dir  fi  mandi 
A!  Re  Crijlian,  che  per  finir  le  liti  ; 
E  perche  cejji  il  fangue,  che  tu  fpandi 
-Ogn'o'  de'Juii^  egli  de'tuo'mjiniti\ 
Incontra  un  tuo  guerner  tu  gli  domandi, 
Che  metta  in  campo  uno  de'  /uoi  piu  arditi  ; 
E  faccian  quejii  due  tutta  la  guerra 
fin  che  Tun  vinca^  e  faltro  rejli  in  terra. 

64. 

Con  patto,  che  quald'tjji  perde,  facet*, 
Che'l  fuo  Re  a  I'altro  Re  tributo  dia, 
£htejla  condition  non  credo  fpiaccia 
A  Carlo,  ancor  che  sulvantaggiojia. 
J[/!i  fido  si  ne  le  robujh  Iraccia 
Poi  di  Ruggier,  che  vincitor  nc  fa  ; 
E  ragi on  tanta  e  da  la  nojh'aparte, 
Che  vincerdy  »  avejjt  incontra  Marte. 

.65. 

Con  quejii,  ed  altri  piu  efficaci  detti 
Fece  Sobrin  si,  che'l  partita  ottenne  ; 
E  gl 'interpret!  fur  quel  giorno  eletti, 
E  quel  di  d  Carlo  Fimbafciata  venue. 
Carl/,  ch'avea  tanti  guerrier  perfetti9 
Pinta per  fe  quella  battcglia  tenne  ; 
Di  cui  Fimprcfa  d  buon  Rinaldo  diede, 
Incb'avea,  dopo  Orlando^  niaggior  fcde. 

66. 

Di  quejlo  accords  lieto  parimente 
L'uno  efercito,  e  Faltro  Ji  godea  ; 
Che'l  travaglie  del  cor  pi,  e  de  la  merit  e 
Tutti  avea  Jtanchi-,  e  a  tutti  rincrefcea. 
Ogn'undi  ripcfare  ilrinwnente 
De  la  fua  vita  clifegnato  avea  ; 
Ogn'un  ntaledicea  I' ire,  e  i  furori, 
CiJ'a  rijje,  e  d  g'are  avean  lor  dejli  i  cori. 

67. 


Rinaldo,  che  sfnltar 
Che  Carlo  in  lui  di  quel,  che  tanto  pefa, 
Via  piu,  ch'in  tutii  gli  altri,  ha  avuto  fide, 
Liito  fi  miiie  a  I 'onorata  imprefa  : 
Rxggier  nonjtima  ;  e  ver-amente  crede, 
Che  contra  Je  non  potra  far  difefa  : 
Che  fuo  pari  ejjer  poffa  non  ^li  e  avvifo, 
Se  ben  in  campo  ha  Mandritardo  uccijo. 

68. 

Ruggier  da  /V  lira  parte^  ancor  che  mclto 
Onor  gli  fia,  che'l  fuo  Re  fabbia  ditto  j 
E  pel  miglior  di  tutti  i  buoni  tolto, 
A  cui  comm<tta  un  si  importante  effetto  ; 
Pur  mojlra  affanno,  e  gran  mejlizia  in  vdto, 
Non  per  pour  a ,  che  gli  turbi  il  petto ; 
Che  non  ch'un  fil Rinaldo,  ma  non  te?ne9 
Stfoffe  con  Rinaldt  Or  lawk  ia/uaie. 


I  think,  if  you  approve,  word  ftiould  be  fent 

To  th'  Chriftian  King,  that,  to  no  more  contend, 

And  that  may  ceafe  the  blood,  which  you  have  fpent 

Daily  of  his,  of  yours  he  without  end, 

You  aflc  him,  that,  'gainft  warrior  you'll  prefent, 

One  of  this  ftouteft  to  the  field  he'll  fend  : 

And  by  thefe  two  that  the  whole  war  be  made, 

Till  one  o'ercome,  on  earth  be  t'other  laid. 

64 

With  compart,  that  the  lofmg  champion 
Make  his  own  King  to  th'  other  tribute  pay  : 
Charles  may  approve  of  this  condition, 
I  think  ;  tho'  he  at  difadvantage  lay  : 
The  arms  robuft  I  me  repofe  upon, 
Then  of  Ruggier,  that  he  will  win  the  day  ; 
And  fo  jufl  reafon  is  upon  our  fide, 
That  he  (hall  win,  aitho'  he  Mars  defy'd. 

65. 

With  thefe,  and  other  words  more  prevalent, 
Sobrin  fo  acled,  he  his  point  obtain'd  : 
Interpreters  are  chofe  that  day,  and  fent; 
That  day  the  embaffy  to  Charles  attain'd  : 
Charles  had  fo  many  warriors  excellent, 
That  he  already  thought  the  combat  gain'd. 
Of  this  th'  emprize  he  to  Rinaldo  gives, 
As,  next  Orland,  he  him  the  beft  conceives. 

66. 

For  this  accord,  alike  all  pieafure  find  ; 
Hereat  both  one  and  t'  other  army  joy'd  ; 
For  that  the  toil  of  body  and  of  mind, 
Had  weary'd  all  of  them,  and  all  annoy'd  : 
Each  one,  to  reft  the  remnant  yet  behind 
Left  of  his  life,  his  thoughts  had  now  employ'd  : 
Each  curfes  now  the  fury  and  the  ire, 
That  did  with  rifque  and  ftrife  their  hearts  infpire. 

67. 

Rinald  himfelf  exalted  much  perceives, 
That  Charles,  in  cafe  of  fuch  great  confequence, 
In  him,  than  all  the  reft,  more  hope  conceives, 
To  th'  honour'd  talk  fets  him,  with  joy  immenfe  ; 
He  values  not  Ruggier  ;  in  truth  believes, 
That,  aga'mft  him,  he  can  make  no  defence  : 
He's  not  of  mind  that  he  can  be  his  match, 
I'th'  field,  tho'  Mandricard  he  did  difpatch. 

68. 

Ruggier,  on  t'other  hand,  tho'  there's  exprefs'd 
Much  honour,  that  he  by  his  King  is  chofe, 
And  taken,  amongft  all  the  good,  for  beft, 
Taflc  fo  important  on  him  to  impofe  ; 
Yet  Ihews  his  grief,  in  countenance  diftrefs'd, 
Not  that  a  dread,  to  vex  his  heart,  arofe  ; 
Not  one  Rinald  alone,  he  would  not  fear, 
If  Rinald  and  Orland  together  were. 

7  « 
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Ma  percbt  wde  ejjtr  di  Ivi  farella 
La  fua  cara,  e  fidiflima  conforU', 
Cb'ogn'orfirivcn  <ojlimola,  e  martfUa, 
Come  colei,  fb'e  ingiuriata  forte, 
Or  s'a  It  vecchie  offefe  agviunge  quetia 
D'entrare  in  campo  a  porle  il  fratt  a 
Se  la  far  a  d'amante  cost  odioja 
Cb'a  pla.arla  ttuii  piu  fa  dura  ccfa. 

7°- 

Se  tad  to  Ruggier  s'affligge,  ed  ange 
De  la  battagtia,  che  ma  I  grado$rendt% 
La  fua  cara  moglier  hgrnna,  e  piangey 
Come  la  nuova  itidi  a  pothe  ore  intendt. 
Batte  il  bel petto,  e  lauree  cliiome  franget 
E  le  guance  innocenti  irnga,  e  cffende\ 
E  chiama  con  rammaricbi,  e  quenle 
Ruggiero  i»grata,  e  il  fua  dejlin  crudtle. 

/I- 

D'cgni  fn,cbe  jartifca  la  contefa, 
A  lei  non  puo  venire  altro,  che  dogl'w, 
Cb'abbia  a  morir  Ruggiti  o  in  quejta  imprefa 
Petifar  non  vuol;  che  par,  che' I  cor  le  toglia. 
j^uando  anco  per  punir  piu  d ' una  offefa. 
La  ruina  di  Francia  CriJJo  voglia  j 
Oltre  che  far  a  morto  il  Jno  fratello, 
Seguiraun  danno  aid  piu  acsrbo^  e  fella  : 

72. 

Che  non  potra,  fe  non  con  biafmc^e  fcerno9 
E  nimicizia  di  tutta  fua  gente, 
Fare  al  marilo  fuo  mai  piu  rittrno, 
Si,  che  la  fappia  ognuHpubb'ii^ammte'y 
Come  s'avea,  penfando  notte,  e  giorno, 
Piu  volte  difegnato  ne  la  mente, 
£  tra  lor'era  la  promejfa  ta/ey 
Cbe'J  ritrarfi>  e  il  ptntir  piu  poto  vale. 

73; 

Ma  quella  ufata  ne  le  cafe  avverfi 
Di  non  mancarle  difacorjifdi; 
DiiO  Melijfa  Maga,  non /offer ft 
Udirne  il  f.iantOy  e  i  dohrtji  gndi ; 
E  venue  a  confolarla,  e  le  proferfe,. 
Quando  ne  fojfe  il  tempo,  alti  fujfidi* 
E  dijiurbar  quella  pugna  futura, 
£)i  cb'ella  piange^  e  ft  pan  tanta  euro. 

74^ 

Rinaldo  intanto,  e  Vinctito  Ruggiero 
dpparecchiavan  I'arme  a  la  tenzwe, 
Di  cut  dovea  V eletta  al  cavaliero, 
Che  del  Romano  Imperio  era  campione: 
E  come  qutl,  the,  pai  che'lbuon  dejlriero 
Perde  Baiardo,  ando  fempre  pedone. 
Si  elejje  a  pie,  coperto  a  pia/ira,  e  a  maglia^ 
Can  I'azza,  e  col  pugnal  far  la  battaglia* 


69. 

But  fmce,  of  him  the  fifter  is,  he  fees, 
His  confort  the  moft  faithful  and  moft  dear, 
Who  daily  writing,  frets,  herfelf  does  teaze, 
As  one,  who  wrongs  immenfe  from  him  does  beajv 
Should  he  add  this  to  the  old  injuries, 
Enter  the  field  to  flay  her  brother  "there, 
Inflead  of  love,  her  hate  he'd  fo  engage, 
It  may  be  matter  hard,  her  ever  to  affuage. 

70. 

If  Ruggier  filent  grieves,  himfelf  torments,. 
For  combat,  which  unwillingly  he  fhares  ; 
His  confort  dear  with  weeping  eye  laments, 
As  fhe  the  news,  within  a  few  hours,  hears  : 
Beats  her  fair  breafl,  her  golden  locks  fhe  rentsr 
And  her  cheeks  innocent  bedews  with  tears  : 
And  calls,  in  plaintive  fighs  and  mifery, 
Ruggier  ingrate,  cruel  her  deftLny. 

7*' 

Whatever  end  may  fhare  this  conteft  highj 
To.  her  can  happen  nothing  elfe  but  pain  : 
That  Ruggier  in  this  emprize  was  to  die, 
She  would  not  think,  her  heart  can't  that  fufUIa  : 
And  then  to  punifh  great  iniquity, 
If  God,  of  France  the  ruin,  fhould  ordain, 
Befide  that  thence  her  brother  will  be  dead, 
Will  follow  woe  to  her  more  fharp  and  dread.. 

72. 

Seeing  that  fhe  can't,  without  blame  and  fcorn, 
And  enmity  of  all  her  family, 
To  her  efpoufed,  e'er  again  return, 
So  as  that  all  might  know  it  publickly, 
As  fhe  had,  night  and  day,  in  fweet  concern, 
Defigned  in  her  thoughts  mofl  frequently  ; 
And  betwixt  them  was  fuch  ftric"r,  promife  made,. 
Recefs,  repentance  would  yield  little  aid. 

73- 

But  fhe  in  matters  adverfe  'cuftomed, 
With  faithful  fnccours  never  her  to  fail, 
I  mean  Melifs,  the  Fai,  ill-  fufFered 
The  hearing  of  her  grievous  plaints  and  wail  : 
And  came  to  comfort  her,  and  proffered, 
At  fitting  time,  an  aid,  that  fhould  prevail ; 
And  that  fame  future  combat  to  moleft, 
For  which  fhe  moans,  and  is  with  care  opprefs'd, 

74- 

Mean  time  Rinaldo,  and  renown'd  Ruggier,. 
Prepar'd  their  arms  for  the  contention : 
The  choice  of  which  fell  to  the  cavalier, 
Who  was  the  Roman  Empire's  champion;. 
And  as  he,  fmce  he  lofl  his  Baiard  dear, 
That  gallant  fteed,  ever  on,,  foot  had  gone, 
He  chofe  on  foot,  in  mail  and  breaft-plate  clad,. 
This  fight  with  ax.  and  dagger  fhould  be  made, 
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75- 


0  fojje  cafe,  o  fojje  pur  ricordo 

Di  Malagigi  Juo  provide,  e  faggio  ; 
Che  fapea,  quanta  Balifarda  ingordo 
11  taglio  avea  di  fare  a  far  me  oltraggio  ; 
Combatter  fenza  fpada  fur  d'accordo 
L'uno,  e  Valtro  guerrier,  come  detto  aggio. 
Del  luogo  s'accordar  preffo  a  le  mura 
De  fantico  Aril  in  una  gran  pianura. 

76. 

Appena  avea  la  vigilante  Aurora 
De  I'ojlel  di  Titonfuor  mejjb  il  capo 
Per  dare  al  gisrno  terminate,  e  a  Fora, 
Ch'era  prefijja  a  la  battaglia,  capo ; 
Quando  di  qua,  e  di  Id  vennero  fuora 

1  deputati ;  e  quejli  in  ciafcun  capo 
De  glijleccati  i  padiglion  tiraro, 
dpprej/o  a  i  quali  ambi  un' altar  for  maro. 

Non  molto  dopo,  injlrutto  a  fchiera  afchiera, 

Si  vide  ufcir  Fefercito  Pagano. 

In  mezzo  armato,  e  fontuofo  v'era, 

Di  Barbarica  pompa  il  Re  Africano  : 

E  fu'n  baio  corfier  di  cbioma  nera* 

Di  front  e  bianco,  e  di  due  pie  balzano, 

A  par  a  par  con  lui  venia  Ruggiero ; 

A  cui  fervir  non  e  Marfilio  alt  i  era. 

78. 

JL'elmo,  the  dianzi  con  travaglio  tanto 
Traffe  di  tejla  a!  Re  di  Tart  aria  ; 
JJelmo,  che  celebrato  in  maggior  canto, 
Porto  UTroiano  Ettor  mill'anni  pria  : 
Gli  porta  HRe  Marfdio  a  canto  a  canto. 
Altri  Principi,  ed  altra  Baronia. 
S'banno  partita  I'altre  arme  fra  loro, 
Riccbe  di  gioie,  e  benfregiate  d'ora. 

79-. 

Da  I' altra  parte  fuor  de  i  gran  ripari 
Re  Carlo  ufcl  con  la  fua  gente  d'atme, 
Con  gli  ordini  medefmi,  e  modi  par  i,' 
Che  terria,fe  venijje  al  fatto  d'arme. 
Cingonlo  intorno  i  fuoi  famoji  Pari; 
E  Rinaldo  e  con  lui  con  tutte  I' arme, 
fuor  cheTelmo,  che  fu  del  Re  Matnbrino, 
Che  porta  Ugier  Danefe  Paladino. 

80. 

E  di  due  azze  ha  il  Duca  Namo  Vuna, 
E  r altra  Salamon  Re  di  Brettagna. 
Carlo  da  un  lato  i  fuoi  tutti  raguna  ; 
Dal'altrofon  quei  d' Africa-,  e  di  Spagna. 
Ne I  mezzo  non  appar  pcrfona  alcuna  j 
Voto  riman  gran  fpazio  di  campagna  j 
Che  per  bando  comune  a  chi  vi  Jale, 
Eccetto  a  i  due  guerrieri,  e  capitale. 


Whether  'twere  chance,  or  were  it  memory 
Of  Malagigi  provident  and  wife, 
As  greedy  Balifarda  well  knew  he, 
Which  to  refift  no  armour  able  is  : 
Each  warrior,  without  fword,  the  fight  to  try, 
Had  made  agreement,  as  I  did  premife  : 
The  place  they  fix  upon,  near  to  the  fence 
Of  antient  Arli,  on  a  plain  immenfe. 

76. 

Scarce  had  Aurora,  in  her  watchful  round, 
From  out  of  Tithon's  lodgment  put  her  head, 
Unto  the  day  to  give  th'  appointed  bound, 
Unto  the  combat  the  hour  deftined, 
When  forward  came  the  deputies  around, 
And  the  two  grand  pavilions  they  fpread, 
One  on  each  fide  of  the  mark'd-out  fleccade, 
Near  each  of  which  they  then  an  altar  made. 

77- 

In  little  time,  by  ranks,  in  difcipline, 
The  Pagan  army  forward  makes  its  way  : 
I'th'  middle,  arm'd,  with  pomp  Barbarian,  fine, 
And  fumptuous,  march 'd  the  King  of  Africa  : 
And  on  a  fteed,  black  mane,  and  bay  his  (kin, 
With  a  white  blaze  in  front,  and  two  feet  grey, 
Afide  by  fide  on  with  him  Ruggier  went, 
On  whom  to  wait  Marfilius  was  content. 

78. 

The  helm,  which  formerly  with  toil  fo  great, 
From  the  Tartarian  Monarch's  head  he  tore, 
The  helm,  which  nobler  fong  did  celebrate, 
Thoufand  years  fince,  by  Trojan  Hector  wore, 
With  this  Marfilius  at  his  fide  did  wait, 
And  other  Princes,  Barons  many  more, 
His  other  arms,  amongft  them  fhar'd,  did  hold, 
Enrich'd  with. gems,  richly  adorn'd  with  gold. 

79- 

On  th'  other  fide,  forth  the  grand  ramparts  came 
King  Charles,  with  his  own  body-  regiment, 
In  the  fame  order,  and  in  mode  the  fame, 
As  he  would  ufe,  had  he  to  battle  went : 
Him  circled  round  his  Peers,  renown'd  in  fame, 
And  Rinald,  and  on  him  each  armament, 
Except  the  helmet  once  of  King  Mambrin, 
Which  Ugier  bore,  the  Daniih  Paladin. 

80. 

One  o'th'  two  axes  did  Duke  Namo  bear, 
The  other,  Salamon  King  of  Bretaigne  : 
Charles,  on  one  fide,  drew  all  his  people  near, 
On  th'  other  thofe  of  Afric  were  and  Spain  ; 
In  the  mid  way  no  perfon  did  appear, 
Empty  great  fpace  did  of  the  field  remain  ; 
For,  by  joint  edict,  to  whom  there  /hould  go 
Was  capital,  except  the  warriors  two. 

3  81, 
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Si. 


Poi  cbe  de  Tarme  la  feconda  eletta 
Si  die  al  campion  del  popolo  Pagano^ 
Duo  Sacerdoti,  I'un  de  tuna  fftta, 
L'altro  dc  V  altra,  ufcir  co  i  libri  in  mano. 
In  quel  del  noflro  e  la  vita  perfetta 
Scritta  di  Crijlo\  e  I'altro  e  Y  Alcorano. 
Con  quel  fie  I'  Evangdio  ft  fe  Jnnante 
L'  Imperador,  con  Paltro  il  Re  Agramant  e. 

82. 

Gittnto  Carlo  a  Faltar^  cbejiatuito 
1  fuoi  g!i  Qveano^  al  del  leva  le  palmey 
Ediffi::   0  DtOy  c'hai  di  mcrir  partita. 
Per  rcditner  da  morte  le  nojlr>alnie\ 
0  Donna,  il  cui  valor  fu  si  graditot 
Che  D:o  prefe  da  te  fumane  fahne\ 
E  neve  mefi  fu  neltuo  fanto  oho, 
Stmpre  ferbando  il  fior  virginco  faho : 

.S3- 

Siatemi  teftimoni,  cb'io  promctto 
Per  me.,  e  per  ogni  mia  fuccejjione 
Al  Re  Agramant  e^  ed  a  cbi  dopo  eletto 
Sar?!  al  governs  di  fua  regione^ 
Dar  venti  fome  ogni  anno  d'oro  fjnetto^ 
S'oggi  qut  riman  vinto  il  mio  campione  j 
E  cUio  prometto  fulita  la  tregua 
Incominciar,  che  poi  perpetua  fegua* 

.    ?*' 
E  fe'n  do  manco^  fubito  s'accenda 

La  formidabir ira  d'ambidui> 

La  qual  me  folo,  e  i  tnici  figliuoli  offenda^ 

Non  alcunaltro,  chefia  qtti  con  nui  ; 

Si  cbe  in  brevijjima  ora  ft  ccmprenda^ 

Che  fia  il  mancar  de  la  promejja  a  vui. 

Cost  dicendo  Carlo  su'l  '/angelo 

Itnea  la  mano,  e  gii  occhi  fjfi  al  Cielo. 

85.   ' 

Si  levan  quindi  ;  e  poi  vanno  a  Vahare^ 
Che  riccamente  avean  Pagani  adorno  ; 
Ove  giuro  Agramante^  ch'oltre  al  mare 
Con  I'efercito  fuo  fariaritornoy 
Ed  a  Carlo  daria  tribute  pare^ 
Se  re/fa//e  Ruggier  vinto  quel  giornc  ; 
E  perpeiua  tra  lor  tregua  faria 
Co'patti,  ch'avea  Carlo  detti  pria. 

86. 

E  fimilmente  con  parlar  nen  baffo, 
Chiamaudo  intejhmonio  il  gran  Maumette 
Su'l  libro,  cb'in  man  tiene  ilfuo  PapaJJby 
Cib)  che  detto  kay  tulto  ojfervar  promette. 
Poi  del  campo  fi  partono  a  gran  pajjft 
E  tra  i  fuoi  I'uno,  e  faltro  fi  rimette. 
Poi  quel  par  di  campioni  a  giurar  vcnne  ; 
f?i  giuramento  tor  quejlo  contennt, 
VOL.  II. 


8i. 

When  of  the  arms  the  lair,  ele^ion 
They  gave  the  champion  of  the  Pagan  band, 
Two  priefts,  this  one,  of  one  religion, 
Of  th'  other  that,  came  forth,  with  book  in  hand  : 
In  that  of  ours  was  the  true  life  wrote  down 
Of  Chrift ;  t'other  the  Alcoran  contain 'd  : 
With  that  o'  th'  Gofpel  does  the  Emperor, 
King  Agramant  with  th'  other,  march  before. 

82. 

To  th'  altar,  by  his  people  rais'd,  now  nigh, 
Charles,  unto  heaven  ilreich'd  his  hands  does  throw, 
And  faid,  O  God,  who  once  didit  deign  to  die, 
Thence  to  redeem  our  fouls  from  endlefs  woe  ; 
O  Lady  bleft,  whofe  worth  was  held  ib  high, 
That  God  receiv'd  the  human  form  from  you, 
And  nine  months  in  your  facred  womb  remain'd, 
While  fafe  your  virgin-flow'r  you  ftill  retain'd  : 

Be  witnefs  of  the  promife  I  declare, 

For  me  and  all  ot  my  fuccelTion, 

To  Agramante,  and  thoie  who  (hall  (hare 

Over  his  regions  the  imperial  throne, 

Of  pure  gold  twenty  loads  to  pay  each  year, 

If  vanquifh'd  be  to-day  my  champion, 

And  that  I  promife,  a  truce  inftantly 

Is  to  begin,  and  (hall  perpetual  be  : 

84. 

And,  if  in  this  I  fail,  foon  blazing  fend 
The  formidable  anger  of  ye  two, 
Which  may  me  only,  and  my  fons  offead, 
Nor  any  other  prefent  with  me  now  ; 
So  that  all  certainly  may  comprehend, 
'Twas  failure  of  my  promife,  made  to  you  : 
Thus  fpeaking,  to  die  Gofpel  Charles  applies 
His  hand,  and  fix'd  to  heaven  holds  his  eyes. 

85. 

Then  rifing,  to  the  altar  go  their  way, 
Which  did  the  Pagans  richly  decorate, 
Where  Agramant  vow'd,  that  beyond  the  fea, 
He  with  his  army  would  make  his  retreat, 
And  that  to  Charles  he  would  like  tribute  pay, 
If,  in  the  fight  that  day,  Ruggier  was  beat ; 
And  truce  perpetual  'twixt  them  mould  be  made, 
On  the  conditions  Charles  before  had  faid. 

86. 

And,  in  like  guife,  in  lofty  manner  fpoke, 
And  his  great  Mahomet  did  witnefs  call, 
As  his  High-pried  there  held  it,  on  the  book, 
Promis'd,  what  he  had  faid,  t'  obferve  it  ail  : 
Then,  in  grand  Iteps,  each  to  their  camps  betook, 
And  'mongft  their  people,  in  their  ranks  they  fall : 
.Then  the  two  champions  forward  came  to  fwear, 
And  this  the  purport  was,  their  oaths  did  bear. 

Mm  87- 
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87. 


Ruggier  promette-)  fe  da  le  tenzone 
Jl  juo  Re  viene,  o  manda  a  dijlurbarlo^ 
Che  ne  fuo  guerrier  piu^nlfuo  barone 
Effer  mat  vuolt  ma  darjitutto  a  Carlo. 
Giura  Rinaldo  ancor,  eke  fe  cagione 
Sara  del  fuo  Signor  quindi  levarlo 
Fin  che  non  re/li  vinto  egli,  a  Ruggierot 
Si  fara  a"Agramante  cavaliero. 

88. 

Pol  cbe  It  cerimonie  finite  hanno-> 
Si  ritorna  ciafcun  da  la  fua  parte  ; 
Ne  v'indugiano  molto-,  che  lor  danno 
Le  chiare  trombe  fegno  al  fiero  Marte, 
Or  gli  ammofi  a  ritrovar  fi vanno, 
Confenno  i  paffi  d;fpenfando>  edarle. 
EC co  fi  vede  incominciar  I' 'ajjalto  ; 
Sonar  ilferro,  or  gtrar  bajjb^  or* alto. 

89. 

Or'iiatamt  col  calce,  or  col  martella 
Accennan  quandzal  capo,  e  quando  a 
Con  tal  deftrezza,  e  con  modo  si  fncllo 
Ch 'cgni  ircdenza  il  r accent arlo  eccede. 
Ruggier^  che  ccwbattea  contra  il  fratello 
Di  chi  la  mifera  alma  gli  pojfiede 
A  ferir  lo  venia  con  tal  riguardo, 
Cbe  Jlimato  ne  fu  manco  gagllardo. 

.  ?0<  . 
Era  a  parar^  piu  eh'a.firire-)  intcnto^ 

E  non  fapea  eglijtejjo  il  fuo  defire. 
Spegner  Rinaldo  faria  mal  contcnio  j 
Ne  vorria.  vclentieri  egli  morire  : 
Ma  ecco  giunto  al  t ermine  mi  fentot 
Ove  convien  I'ijiorii  differ  ire. 
Ne  Valiro  canto  il  rejto  intenderetfy 
S'udir  ne  I'altro  canto  mi  vorrete. 


Ruggier  vow'd,  if,  from  this  contention, 

His  King  fhould  come  or  fend,  him  to  impede, 

Ne'er  more  he'd  be  his  warrior  or  baron, 

But  totally  himfelf  to  Charles  would  cede  : 

Rinald  fwore  too,  that  if  occafion 

Were  from  his  King,  that  thence  he  fliould  recede, 

Till  vanquifh'd  Ihould  remain  he  or  Ruggier, 

He'll  be  of  Agramant  a  cavalier. 

88. 

As  foon  as  they  the  ceremonies  end, 
Unto  their  diff'rent  parties  they  retire ; 
Nor  long  delay  they  there,  before  do  fend 
Shrill  trumpets  fignal  for  the  combat  dire  : 
Now  the  courageous  pair  to  th'  meeting  tend, 
Making  each  flep  as  judgment,  art  require  : 
And  now  is  feen  commencing  the  afTault ;          [alt. 
The  weapons  found,  wheel'd  round,  now  low,  now 

89. 

Now,  with  the  axes  handle,  now  edge,  they 
Sometimes  at  head,  fometimes  at  feet  addrefs'd, 
With  fuch  adroitnefs,  in  fuch  nimble  way, 
That  all  belief  exceeds  to  be  exprefs'd  : 
Ruggier,  againft  the  brother,  in  this  fray, 
Of  her,  who  wholly  his  fad  mind  poflefs'd, 
Him,  with  fo  great  regard,  advanc'd  to  fmite, 
That  he  inferior  was  efteem'd  in  might. 

90. 

To  parry,  more  than  flrike,  was  fix'd  his  mmd> 
And  his  delire  himfelf  ev'n  knew  not  he  ; 
To  flay  Rinaldo  he  was  difiiicHn'd, 
Nor  yet  would  he  himfelf  fall  willingly  : 
But  now,  I'm  at  the  bounds  arriv'd,  I  find, 
Where  fits  me  to  defer  this  hiflory  : 
In  t'  other  canto  I'll  the  reft  declare, 
In  t'  other  canto  if  you  me  will  hear.  M. 


CANTO     XXXIX. 


\ier  ben  veramente 
ra  ogn'altro  duro^  acerbo^  e  forte  ^ 
i  cui  ttavagtia  il  corpo^  e  piu  lamente^ 
Pol  the  di  due  fuggir  non  puo  Una  matte  j 
O  da  Rinaldo^  fe  di  lui  pojfente 
Fia  K,eno  ;  ofefapiu,  da  la  conforte  ; 
Cbe  filfratdle  ucclde^  fa,  che  incorre 
Ne  I'odio  fuot  che  ptu  che  pierte  abborrf* 


/~\  F  Ruggier,  moil  afluredly,  the  woes 

^^  Are,  'bove  all  ochers,  ftrong,  hard,  and 

Which  more  his  mind,  than  body,  undergoes, 

Since  from  one  of  two  deaths  he  can't  get  clear ; 

Or  from  Rinaldo,  if  he  him  out-does, 

Or,  fhould  he  vanquifh,  from  his  confort  dear  : 

For,  if  he  kills  her  brother,  he'll  incur 

Her  hate,  which,  more  than  death,  he  does  abhor. 
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Rinaldo,  che  non  ha  Jimil  penjiero, 
In  tutti  i  modi  a  la  vittoria  afpira  : 
Men  a  de  fazza  difpettofo,  e  fiero, 
Quando  it  le  braccia,  e  quando  al  capo  mira : 
Volteggiando  con  I' aft  a  il  buon  Rugglero 
Ribatte  il  colpo,  e  quinci,  e  quindt  gira, 
E  fe  percote  pur,  difsgna  loco, 
Ove  poj/a  a  Rinaldo  nuocer  poco. 

3- 

A  la  piit  parte  tie  i  Signer  Pagani 
Troppo  par  difeguale  effer  la  zujfa  ; 
Troppo  c  Ruggier  pigro  a  menar  le  mani, 
Troppo  Rinaldo  il  gi ovine  ribuffa. 
Smarrito  in  faccia  il  Re  degli  Africanl 
Mira  I'affalti,  e  ne  fofpira,  e  ibuffa  \ 
Ed  accuj'a  Sobrin,  da  cui  procedt 
Tutto  I' error,  chil  mal  configiio  diede. 

4- 

Melij/a  in  quejlo  tempo,  ch'era  fonte 
Di  quanta  fappia  me  ant  a  tore,  o  tnago, 
Avea  cangiata  la  fim'nlml  f>  onte, 
E  dd gran  Re  £ Mgicr  prefa  I* imago. 
Sembrava  al  vift,  e  a  i  gejll  Rodomont  et 
E  parea  armaia  di  felle  di  dragv  ; 
E  tal  lo  ftudi,  e  tal  la  fpuda  al  franco 
Avea,  qualc  ufu-va  tgh,  e  nulla  manco. 

Spinfe  il  Demonio  innanzi  al  trtcfto  fglio 
DelReTroiano,  in  forma  di  cavallj, 
E  con  gran  voce,  e  con  turlato  cigllo 
Dijfi  :  Signor,  qmfio  e  pur  troppo  fallo, 
Ch'ungiovent  IneJ'perto  a  far  pcriglio, 
Contra  un  si  forte,  e  u  famofo  Galle, 
Abbiate  eletto  in  cofa  di  tal  jorte, 
Che' I  regne,  e  I' oner  a"  Jfri<a  n'importe. 

6. 

Non  fi  lafci  feguir  quejla  battaglia, 
Che  ne  farebbe  in  troppo  detrimento. 
Eu  Rodomonte  fja,  ne  ve  nt  caglia 
L' ay  ere  il  patta  ratio,  il  giuramento. 
Dimojlri  ogrfun,  come  fua  fpada  taglia, 
Poi  fh'io  ci  fono,  ogn'un  di  voi  val  cents. 
Pote  queflo  parlor  si  in  Agramante, 
•Che  fcnza  piu  penfarfi  caccio  inrante, 

Jl  creder  a" aver  feco  il  Re  d*  Algieri 
•Fece,  cbe  Ji  euro  poco  del patfo  j 
£  non  avria  di  mi  lie  cau alien 
Giunti  in  fuoaiuto,  si  granjiima  fatts. 
Percio  lance  abbajjar,  fpronar  dejlrieri 
Di  qua,  di  la  veduio  fu  in  un  tratto. 
Melijja,  poi  che  con  Jue  fintt  larve 
La  battaglia  attafio, 


2. 


Rinaldo,  who  conceives  not  the  like  thought, 
To  gain  the  conqucft  cv'i-y  method  took  : 
Spiteful  and  fierce  his  a \eagain ft  him  brought, 
Now,  at  his  arms,  now,  at  his  head,  docs  look  : 
Brave  Ruggier  here  and  there  around  does  vault, 
And  turns  the  handle,  and  beats  off  his  llroke ; 
And,  if  he  ftrikes,  a  place  he  dees  intend, 
Whereon  Rinaldo  he  might  leaft  offend. 

3- 

To  greateft  part  o'  th'  lordly  Pagan  band 
Too  badly  match'd  feem'd  this  contention ; 
Too  flothful  is  Ruggier  to  move  his  hand, 
Too  much  RinaJd  rebuffs  this  youthful  one: 
Amaz'd  the  King  of  Africa  does  ftand, 
Views  the  aflault,  and  fretting  does  bemoan, 
And  blames  Sobrin,  as  from  him  does  arrive 
The  error  all,  who  ill  advice  did  give. 

4- 

Mean  time  Melifs,  who  was  the  very  font 
Of  all,  magician,  forcerer  could  know, 
Did  change  the  femblance  of  her  female  front, 
And  the  vuft  King  of  Algier's  form  took  to  ; 
She  feem'd,  in  look  and  gefture,  Rodomont, 
And  armed  with  the  dragon's  (kin  did  (how, 
And  fuch  fword  by  her  lide  fhe  had,  fuch  fhi:ld. 
He  us'd  to  wear  ;  in  nothing  did  fhe  yield. 

Pufh'd  on  a  demon,  'fore  the  mournful  fon 
Of  King  Trojan,  which  form  of  horfe  did  bear, 
And,  with  loud  voice,  and  brow  difturb'd  with  frown, 
Said,  Sire,  by  this  in  fault  too  great  you  are, 
That  unexperienc'd  youth,  fuch  rifk  to  run, 
'Gainft  fo  flout  Frenchman,  fo  rcnown'd  in  war, 
You  chofen  have,  in  matter  of  fuch  fort. 
Which  docs  to  Afric's  realm  and  honour  tl>  import : 

6. 

Do  not  permit  this  combat  to  proceed  ; 
For  it  would  be  of  too  great  detriment : 
Lay  it  on  Rodomont,  and  do  not  heed 
To  break  your  contract  and  your  facrament ; 
Let  each  one  (how  how  well  his  fword  can  fpeci ; 
Me  here,  each  unit  you  may  count  per  cent. 
This  fpeech  fo  much  on  Agramante  wrought, 
That  he  rufh'd  forward  without  further  thought. 

Thinking,  he  had  the  Monarch  of  Algiers, 
Caus'd,  that  his  contrail  he  did  trivial  deem, 
And,  as  of  him,  of  theufand  cavaliers 
Join'd  in  his  aid,  he  had  not  fuch  efteem  ; 
Therefore  his  horfe  he  fpurs,  his  lance  down  bears, 
This  fide  and  that,  at  once,  to  rufh  does  feem  : 
Melifs,  foon  as,  beneath  her  fcign'd  difguife, 
She  caiis'd  th'  attack,  ftrait  vanjdth'd  from  their  eyes, 
M  m  2  8, 
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/  duo  campion,  che  vedsno  turbarfi 
Contra  ogni  accordo,  contra  ogni  promcfla  ; 
Senza  piu  I'un  con  I'altro  travagliarji, 
Anzi  ogni  ir.giaria.  avendoji  rimcjja, 
Feds  fi  dan,   ne  qua,  ne  la  impacciarjt, 
Fin  che  la  cofa  nonjia.  meglio  efprejja, 
Chi  fiat  ofia,  che  i  patti  ha  rot  to  innan-te, 
O'l  vecchio  Carlo^  o'l  giovine  Agramante. 

?' 

E  replicar  con  nitovi  giuramenti 

D'ejfer  ncmici  a  chi  manco  di  fedc. 

Sozzopra  fe  ne  van  tutte  le  genii, 

Chi  port  a  innanzi,  e  chi  ritorna  il  piedet 

Chifia  tra  i  vi/i,  e  chi  tra  i  piu  valcnti 

I)i  un'atto  medejimo  ft  vede  ; 

Son  tutti  parimentc  al  correr  prejli  ; 

Ma  quei  corrono  innanzi,  e  indietro  qttefti* 

10. 

Come  lev rier,  che  la  fuggace  fera 
Cor  r ere  inter  no,  cd  aggirarfi  mira,. 
Ne  pub  con  gli  altri  cani  andare  in  fchiera, 
Chs'l  cacciator  lo  tien  ;  ft ftrugge  d*ira, 
Si  torment  a,  s'affligge,  eft  difpera, 
Schiattifec  indarno,  c  ft  dibatte,  c  tira  : 
(lost  fdegnofa  injiri'allorajlata 
Matfifa  era  quel  dz  con  la  cognata. 

1 1. 

FifCa  quelVcra  avean  quel  d}  vedute. 
»$/  ricchc  prede  in  fpaziofo  piano  ;. 
E,  cbe  fojjer  dal  paito  ritenute 
Di  non  poterfeguirle,  e  porvi  manor 
Rammaricate  s'erano,  e  dolute, 
E  rC avean  molio  fofpirato  in  vane  : 
Or  che-  i  patti,  e  le  tregue  vider  rotte, 
Lietc  faltitr  ne  VAfricane  frotte. 

12. 

Ittarfifa  caccio  I'ajla  per  Id  p$tta 
Al  primo,  chefcontrb,  due  braccia  dictro  ; 
Poi  traj/'e  il  brando,  e  in  men  che  non  Fho  detto, 
Spezzo  quattro  elmi,  che  fcmbrar  di  vetro  ; 
Br  adamant  e  non  fe  minore  effetto, 
Ma.  l\ij}a  d*cr  terms  diverjb  metro., 
Tutti  quei,  eke  ioccb,  per  terra  mife  ; 
Duo  tantifur,  ne  pero  alcuno  ticcife. 

\3- 

Qnefto  ii  preffo  Funa  a,  lahra-feKO, 
Che  tejlimonicfe  ne  fur  tra  loro. 
Poijifcojtaro,  ed  a  ferir.Ji  dierot 
Ove  le  trajje  lira,  il  popol  Moro. 
Chi  potra  conto  aver  d'ogiii  guerriero, 
Ch'fi  terra  mandi  quella  lancia  d'orc  ? 
0  d'ogni  tejia,  che  tronca,  o  divifa. 
Sia,  da  Porribilfpada  di  Marfifa  ? 
7 


8. 

The  champions  now  tbemfelves  difiurb'd  perceive, 
'Guinft  all  accord,  'gainfl  ev'ry  promifc  made, 
No  more  does  one  againft  the  other  flrive, 
Rather  afide  all  injury  was  laid : 
On  neither  fide  t'  engage,  their  oaths  they  give, 
Until  the  cafe  ftiould  better  be  difplay'd^ 
Who  it  was,  who  firft  broke  the  covenant, 
Whether  old  Charles,  or  youthful  Agramant.. 

9- 

And  with  new  protections  they  repeat, 

To  whoe'er  fail'd  in  faith,  they'll  be  the  foes. 

The  people  all  rufh  forth  in  hurry  great, 

One  preftes  forward,  other  backward  goes  :      [rate,. 

Whom  'mongft  the  vile,  whom  'mongfl  the  brave  to> 

Himfelf  each,  in  the  felf-fame  aclion,  fhows : 

Alike  are  ready  all  of  them  to  run, 

But  thefe  pufh  foi-ward,  back  thofe  danger  (hum 

10. 

Juft  as  the  greyhound,  who  the  flying  hare 
Sees  running  round,  and  make  her  various  turns,. 
Nor  with  the  other  dugs  i'  th'  courfe  can  /hare, 
As  th'  hnntfman  holds  him  in,  with  fury  burns, 
Afflicts  himfelf,  tormented  in  defpair, 
He  drags  and  fights  in  vain,,  the  It-aQi  he  fpurns : 
So,  till  this  time,  had  been  in  wrathful  way 
Marphife,  and  with  her  kinfwoman  that  day* 

ii. 

Until  this  time  they  this  whole  day  had  fecn 
Such  prey  fo  rich  upon  that  fpacious  plain ; 
And,  by  the  contracts,  had  detained  been 
That  it  they  could  not  follow  and  obtain  :• 
Tormented  were  they,  and  in  vaft  chagrine,. 
And  very  much  had  fighed  they,  in  vain  ; 
But  now  the  truce  and  contract  broke  they  found, 
'Gainfl  Afric's  troops  replete  with  joy  they  bound. 

12. 

Marphifa  drove  her  fpear  thorough  his  breafl 
Whom  firft  fhe  met,  which  two  yards  thro'  did  pafs ;. 
Then  drew  her  blade,  and,  fwift  as  word  's  exprefs'd, 
Four  helmets  broke  to  bits,  which  feem'd  like  glafsi 
Nor  with  lefs  force  Brad'mant  herfelf  addrefs'd  ; 
But  the  gold  lance  a  diff 'rent  method  has, 
All  thofe  it  touch'd  upon  the  earth  were  lain, 
They  twice  as  many  were,  yet  none  were  flain.. 

!3- 

This  they  performed  each  to  the  other  nigh, 
And  of  each  other  teflimony  bore : 
But  foon  divided,  and,  to  fmi-te,  apply, 
Where  danger  dje,w,  the  fquadrons  of  the  Moor. 
O'  th'  warriors  who  can  tell  the  q-uantity, 
Which  to  the  earth  the  golden  lance  turn'd  o'er  ? 
Or  of  each  cleft  in  twain  or  fever'd  head, 
Performed  by  Marphifa 's  direful  blade  ? 


Canto  39. 


14. 


Come  alfojffiar  de'plu  benign] 
Gjuando  Apennin  fcopre  I'erbofe  fpalle, 
Movonfi  a  par  duo  torbidi  torrenti, 
Che  nel  caderfan  pot  diverfo  catte  ; 
Svellono  i  fajfi-)  f  gli  arbori  eminenti 
Da  I'alte  ripe,  e  portan  ne  la  valle 


ORLANDO    FU  R  10  SO. 

14. 


269 


biade,  e  i  campi,  e  quafi  a  gara  f 
chi  far  puo  nel  fuo  cammin  piu  dan 


Le  biade 
A 


ann» 
anno  ; 


Cost  h  due  magnanime  guerritre, 
Scorrendo  il  campo  per  diver  fa  ftrada, 
Gran  Jirage  fan  ne  F  Africane  fchiere, 
L'una  con  I'  afta,   e  I'altra  con  la  jpada. 
liene  Agramante  appena  a  le  handier  e 
La  gente  fua,  ch'in  fuga  non  ne  vada. 
In  van  domanda,  in  van  volge  la  front  e  ; 
Ne  pue  faper,  chefia  di  Redcmonte. 

1  6. 

A  conforto  di  lui  rotto  avea  il  patto, 
(Cosi  credea]  che  fit  folennewcnte, 
I  Dei  cbiamando  in  tejtimonio,  fatta  ; 
Poi  Sera  dileguato  si  repent  e. 
Ne  Scbrin  vede  ancor.     Sobrin  ritratto 
Jn  Arli  s'era,  e  dettofi  innocent  e  ; 
Pcrche  di  quel  pergiuro  afpra  vendetta 
Sopra  Agramant  c  il  di  mcdffma  afpctta. 

.  T7- 

Marfilio  anco  I  fuggito  ne  la  terra, 
Si  la  religion  gli  preme  il  Lore. 
Percio  male  Agramante  il  pajfo  fetra 
A  quei^  che  mena  Carlo  Impcradore 
D"1  Italia,  di  Lamagna,  e  (F  Inghilterra, 
Che  tutte  genti  fan  a"  alto  valor  e, 
Ed  hanno  i  Paladin  fparfitra  hroy 
Come  h  gemme  in  un  nccamo  d'oro  : 
18. 

E  preffo  a  i  Paladini  alcun  perfetto, 
£h/tinto  ej/er  pajja  almwdo,  cavaliers  ; 
(j'uidcn  Selvagyjo,  fintrepi/Jo  petto^ 
E  i  duo  fanwji  figli  d1  Olivier  o, 
lo  non  vogiiv  ridir,  cb'io  I'ho  gia  detto^ 
Di  quel  par  di  dcnzelle  ardito^  e  fiero. 
Quefti  uccidean  di  genti  Saracine 
TantOy  che  non  v'e  numero,  ne  fine. 

19. 

Ma  dijferendo  quefla  pugna  alquanto^ 
lo  vo'pajjar  ftnzanaviglio  il  mare. 
Non  ho  con  qttei  di  Francia  da  far  tanto+ 
Cb'io  non  rn  abbia  d*  Aftolfo  a  ricordare. 
La  grazia^  che  gli  die  /'  Apojlol  Jantot 
lo-v'ko  gia  detto,  e  detto  aver  mi  pare, 
Che'l  Re  BranzardO)  e  il  Re  de  F  dlgazera 
Ptr  girgii  incontra  arrnajfc  ogni  fua  fchiera, 


As,  at  the  breath  of  foft  and  tepid  breeze, 
When  Apennine  reveals  it's  grafly  back, 
Two  turbid  torrents  move,  in  like  degrees, 
Which  in  their  falling  form  a  diff 'rent  track, 
They  tear  the  ftones  up,  and  the  lofty  trees 
From  the  high  cliffs,  and  to  the  vallies  take 
The  corn  and  foil,  and  as  in  ftrife  they  fhow, 
Which,  in  their  way,  can  the  moil  mifchief  do  r 

J5- 

So  thefe  two  female  warriors  ftout  and  bold, 
Scouring  the  field,  by  diff'rent  ways  convey'd 
Deftruftion  'mongft  the  Afric  fquadrons  rowl'd, 
One  with  her  lance,  the  other  with  her  blade. 
Agramant  fcarce  did  at  the  banners  hold, 
That  fhould  not  take  to  flight,  his  troops  difinay'd  r 
In  vain  enquires,  in  vain  cafts  round  his  front, 
Nor  can  he  know,  what 's  come  of  Rodomont. 

1 6. 

By  his  advice,  the  contract  he  had  broke, 
So  thought  he,  which  fo  folemnly  h'  'ad  done, 
When  he  his  Gods  in  teftimony  took, 
Which  he  fo  fuddenly  had  overthrown  : 
Nor  Sobrin  fees  he  ;  Sobrin  him  betook 
To  Arli,  that  he  guiltlefs  might  be  fhown ; 
For  of  his  perj'ry  vengeance  moil  fevere 
On  Agramant  he  that  fame  day  did  fear. 

17- 

Marfilius  too  does  to  the  city  flee, 
So  greatly  his  religion  prefs'd  his  thought : 
Thus  Agramant  defends  but  wretchedly 
The   pafs    'gainfl   thofe  the  Emp'ror  Charles   had 
Of  England,  Italy,  and  Germany,  [brought, 

Who  all  are  people  with  high  courage  fraught, 
And  with  them  Paladins  were  interfpread, 
As  gems  on  cloth  with  gold  embroidered . 

18. 

And,  next  to  Paladins,  one  quite  compleat, 
As  could  on  earth  be  any  cavalier, 
Guidon  the  Savage,  fir'd  with  dauntlefs  he.U, 
And  the  two  famous  fons  of  Olivier  : 
I  will  not,  what  I  faid  before,  repeat 
Of  the  two  dames,  that  fierce  and  valiant  pair: 
Thefe  of  the  Saractns  to  death  did  fend 
So  many,  there  not  number  is  or  end. 

19. 

But  as  this  battle  I,  a  while,  forego, 
To  pafs  the  fea,  without  a  bark,  inclin'd, 
With  them  of  France  I  ha'  n't  fo  much  to  do> 
That  I  Aftolfo  fhould  not  call  to  mind  : 
The  grace,  th'  Apoftle  holy  did  beftow, 
1  have  told  you  ;  and  I  have  told,  I  find, 
That  King  Branzardo,  and  Algazer's  King, 
T'  oppofe  him>  all  their  armed  troops  did  bring. 
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Fur  on  di  qud*  elf  aver  pateano  in  fretta, 
Le  jcbiere  di tutta  Africa  raicilte, 
Non  men  a"  infer  ma  eta,  the  di  perfitta  ; 
afi  cb'ancor  le  femmine  fur  tolte. 
ramante  ojlinato  a  la  vendetta, 
ea  gia  vota  I'  Africa  due  volte. 
Poche  genii  rimafe  erano,  e  quelle 
Efercito  faccan  timidoy  e  imbelle* 

21. 

Ban  lo  mojlrar^  cbe  li  nimici  appena 
Vider  Ionian^  cbe  fe  n'andaron  rot-ti. 
Aftolfo,  come  pecore,  li  mena 
Dinanzi  a  i  Juoi  di  guerreggiar  piu  dotti ; 
£  fa  reftarne  la  campagna  plena  ; 
Pochi  a  Bifcrta  fe  ne  fon  ridotti. 
Prigion  rimafe  l&ucifar  gagliardo  ; 
SahiJJi  ne  la  terra  il  Re  Branzardv. 

22. 

Via  piu  dolente  fol  di  Bucifaro, 
Che  fe  tutto  pcrduio  aveffe  il  rejlo. 
£ifeita  c  grande,  e  far  le  gran  riparo 
Bifogna,  e  fenza  lui  mal  pub  far  quefto. 
Poterlo  rifcattar  molto  avria  caro, 
Mentre  vi  penfa^  e  ne  Jla  aff.iito,  e  me/h, 
Gli  viene  in.mente,  come  tien  prigione 
da  molti  tnefi  il  Paladin  Dudone, 

23- 

Lo  prefe  fotto  Monaco  in  riviera 
II  Re  di  Strz-a  nel  primo  pajjaggio. 
Da  indi  in  qua  prigion  femprejlato  era 
Dud&n,  cbe  del  Danefe  fu  lignaggio. 
JMutar  cojtui  col  Re  de  ij  Aigazet  a 
Penso  Branzardo,  e  ne  rnando  mejjaggio 
Al  capitan  de'  Nubi,  perche  intefe 
Per  vera  fpia^  ctiegli  era  AJlolfo  Inglefe. 

24. 

Ejjendo  AJlolfo  Paladin,  cwnprende 
Cbe  dee  aver  caro  un  Paladino  fcicrre. 
Jl  gentil  Duca>  come  il  cafo  intende^ 
Col  Re  Branzardo  in  voler  ccncorre. 
Liberato  Dudon  grazie  ne  rende 
Al  Duca^   e  feco  fi  mette  a  difporre 
Le  cofe,   cbe  appartengono  a  la  guerre 
Cast  quelle  da  mar,  come  da  terra. 

25. 

Avendo  djlolfo  efercito  infinite 
Da  non  li  far  Jftte  Africbe  difefa  ; 
£  rammentando,  come  fu  ammonito 
Dal  fanto  vecchio^  cbe  gli  die  l'imprefat 
Di  tor  Provenza,  e  dj  Acqttamorta  il  lito 
Di  man  de'Saracin,  che  favean  prefa  j 
D'urta  gran  turba  fece  nu(ma  ditto ^ 

tb'al  mar  gli  parve  manco  inetta. 


Thefe,  fuch  as  they  could  have,  in  hurry  great, 
Throughout  all  Africa  collected  train, 
Thofe  of"  weak  age,  as  well  as  perfefi:  ftate, 
As  ?t \vcre,  the  very  women  they  had  ta'er. : 
Agramant,  to  his  vengeance  o"bfllnate, 
Had  empty'd  twice  his  African  domain, 
Few  people  there  were  left,  and  thofe  did  make 
An  army  no  lei's  timorous  than  weak. 

21. 

This  plain  appear'd,  for  fcarce  the  foe  they  fee, 
At  diftance,  but  th^y  thence  do  take  to  flight : 
Aftolfo,  juft  like  fheep,  caus'd  them  to  flee 
Before  his  forces,  better  fkill'd  in  fight, 
And  made  the  country  fill'd  with  them  to  be  ; 
Some  to  Biferta  got,  in  woeful  plight : 
Pris'ner  remained  Bucifar  the  brave, 
King  Branzai'd,  in  the  tov.'n,  himfelf  did  fave  : 

22, 

For  Bucifar  alone  he  more  does  grieve, 

Than  of  all  elfe  a  total  overthrow  : 

Biferra's  great,  and  needs  great  fence  contrive, 

Which,  without  him,  ill  able  's  he  to  do  ; 

Him  to  regain,  vaft  joy  would  to  him  give  : 

While  thus  he  thought,  and  was  opprefs'd  with  woe, 

He  recollects  him,   that  he  does  confine, 

Now  many  months,  Dudon  the  Paladin. 

23- 

Him,  on  the  flicar  near  Monaco,  had  ta'en 
The  Sarzan  King,  when  firft  to  France  he  went ; 
From  then,  till  now,  a  pris'ner  did  remain 
Dudon,  who  claims  of  regal  Dane  defcent : 
To  change  him  for  Algazer's  fovereign 
Branzardo  thought,  and  embafly  he  fent 
To  th'  Nubian's  chieftain  ;  for  that  well  he  knew 
This  was  Aftolf  the  Englifhman,  by  fpies  moft  true. 

24. 

Aftolf,  himfelf  a  Paladin,  difcerns, 
He  (ho n Id  hold  dear,  a  Paladin  to  free : 
The  gen'rous  Duke,  foon  as  the  cafe  he  learns, 
Did  with  King  Branzard  in  one  mind  agree  : 
Dudon  with  freedom  he  and  thanks  returns 
Unto  the  Duke ;  and  now  difpofes  he 
The  matters  neceflary  to  prepare, 
By  fea  and  land,  relating  to  the  war. 

25. 

As  army  infinite  Aftolfo  led, 
Such,  feven  Africas  could  not  wlthfland, 
And  recollecting,  him  admonished 
The  blefied  Saint,  who  the  emprize  ordain'd, 
To  take  Provence,  and  th'  (hoar  nam'd  Water- dead, 
From  th'  Saracins,  \vh'  'ad  feiz'd  them  to  their  hand, 
He  chofe  a  new  and  num'rous  company, 
S»ch  as  appear'd  be#  fitted  for  the  fea  : 

26. 
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26. 


Ed  avendofe  piene  ambe  le  palme, 
Quanta  pctean  capir^  di  varie  frcnde 
A  lauri-,  a  cedri  tclte^  a  oliiie,  a  palme, 
Venne  sul  mare,  e  le  git  to  ne  I'onde. 
O  feliciy  dal  del  ben  dilette  alme  : 
Grazia,  che  Dio  raro  a  mortali  infsnde  : 
O  Jlupendo  miracolo,  che  nacque 
Di  quelle  frondi ,  come  fur  ne  i'acque. 

27. 

Crebbero  in  quantita  fuor  d'ogni  Jlima, 
Si  feron  curve,  e  grojje^  e  lunghe,  e  gravr  ; 
Le  vene,  ch'attraverfo  aveano  primay 
Mutaro  in  dure  fpranghe,  e  in  groJJ'e  travi  j 
E  rimanendo  acute  in  ver  la  cima, 
Tutte  in  un  tratto  diventaron  navi 
Di  different!  qualitadi^  e  tante, 
Quante  raccolte  fur  da  varie  piante. 

28. 

Mir  n  col  fu  veder  le  frond  e  fparte 
Produr  fujle^  galee,   navi  da  gabbia. 
Fu  wirabile  ancor,  che  vele,  e  jarte, 
E  remi  avean^  quanta  olcun  legno  rfabbia. 
Non  mancb  at  Duca  poi^  chi  avejfc  I'artt 
Di  gevernarfi  a  la  vtntofa  rabbia  \ 
Che  di  Sardit  e  di  Corfi  non  remoii 
1\occhier^  padrsn,  penncfi  el>bey  e  piloti. 

29. 

Quelli?  che  entraro  in  mar,  contati  faro 
Ventifel  miloy  e  gente  d'ogni  forte. 
Dudon  ando  per  capitano  laro. 
Cavalier  fa gg\0)  e  in  terra,  e  in  acqua  forte. 
Stava  r armata  ancora  al  lito  Mora 
Miglior  vento  afpettando^  che  la  porte  ; 
Quando  un  nai'iiio  gittnfe  a  quella  rivat 
Ct}e  di  preji  guerrier  carco  veniva. 

3°-   . 

Portava  quei^  ch'al  perigliofo  potite, 
Ove  a  le  giojlre  il  campo  era  si  Jfretto, 
Pigliato  avea  I'audace  Rodsmonte, 
Citne  piu,  vdte  io  v'by  di  fopra  detto  : 
11  cognato  tra  quejli  era  del  Conte^ 
£'/  fedel  Brandimarte,  e  Sanfonetto, 
Ed  altri  ancor,  che  dir  non  mi  bifogna 
D' Alemagnot  d'Italiay  e  di  Guafcogna. 

31- 

tiivi  il  noccbier,  ch'ancor  win  s'era  accerto 
'.  li  nimici,  tntro  con  la  galea  ; 
Lafiiando  molte  miglia  add'utro  il porto 
D'Aigieri,  ove  caiar  prirna  vclea, 
Per  un  vento  gagliardo^  ch'cra  fcrto, 
E  fpintro  oltre  il  dover  la  poppa  avea  : 
Venir  tra  i  fui  credette^  e  in  loco  fidoy 
Come  vicn  Progne  al  fm  loquace  nidt. 
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And  having  with  him  much  as  could  contain 
Both  of  his  hands  replete  with  various  leaves, 
From  laurels,  cedars,  palm-trees,  olives,  ta'en, 
Comes  to  the  fea,  and  cafls  them  to  the  waves : 
O  happy  fouls  !  whom  heav'n  to  love  does  deign  ! 
Favour,  which  God  to  mortals  rarely  gives  ! 
O  miracle  flupendous  i  which  now  grew 
From  thefe  fame  leaves,  as  on  the  flream  they  flew : 

27- 

Of  bulk,  beyond  all  thought,  in  fize  they  gain, 
Themfelves,  curve,  grofs,  heavy,  and  long  they  frame  j 
What  they  'ad  before  acrofs,  each  various  vein 
They  change  into  hard  ribs  and  many'  a  beam, 
And  tow'rds  their  top  of  form  acute  remain  ; 
And  all  at  once  they  veflels  now  became 
Of  dirf'rent  numbers,  diff'rent  qualities, 
As  many  as  were  gather'd  from  their  fcv'ral  trees.- 

28. 

'Twas  wonderful,  to  fee  the  leaves,  thus  cafl; 
Floras  and  gallics,  mips  with  decks  provide  : 
'Twas  marvellous  again,  that  fail,  and  mail, 
And  oars  each  had,  as  any  fliip  befide  : 
Nor  did  the  Duke  want  thofe,  in  art  furpafs'd', 
Who  him  againfl  the  tempefVs  rage  could  guide  ; 
For  the  Sardinians,  Corficans,  were  near, 
He  mailers,  pilots,  fhip-mates,  mariners,  got  there.. 

29. 

Thofe  who  now  put  to  fea,  In  reck'ning  made 
Twenty-fix  thoufand,  folks  of  d  iff 'rent  kind  ; 
Dudon  went  alfo  with  them  as  their  head, 
Knight  flout  by  fea  and  land,  with  wifdom  joined  : 
Still  at  the  Moorifh  {hoar  th'  armada  {laid, 
Waiting,  to  bear  them  off,  a  better  wind, 
When  there  arriv'd  a  bark  upon  the  flream, 
The  which,  with  captive  warriors,  loaded  came- 

It  carry'd  them,  whom,  at  the  dang'rous  pont, 
Where  for  their  tiltings  was  the  plain  fo  flraight,. 
Had  pris'ners  made  th'  audacious  Rodomont, 
As  many  times  before  I  did  relate  : 
Here  Olivier  was,  brother  of  the  Count, 
And  faithful  Brandimart,  and  Sanfonet ; 
And  others  too,  whom  I  need  not  explain, 
Of  Italy,  Guafcony,  Alemain. 

31- 

The  pilot,  who  as  yet  had  not  in  mind 
The  enemy,  brought  in  his  galley  here,. 
Leaving  the  haven  many  miles  behind, 
Where  he  to  land  intended,  of  Algier, 
By  reafon,  there  arofe  a  boifl'rous  wind, 
Which  did,  beyond  its  due,  the  veilel  bear  :• 
To  place  fecure,  'midft  friends,  to  come  he  guefs'd, 
As  Frogne  comes  to  her  loquacious  ndh 

32- 
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Ma,  csme  poi  Fitnperiale  augello, 
I  Gigli  d'c,ro,  e  i  Pardi  vide  apprejjo  ; 
Rejlo  pallido  in  facda,  come  quelh, 
Che'lpiede  in^auto  d'improvijo  ha  rneffi 
Sopra  itfirpente  venenofo,  efelh, 
Datpigro  fonno  in  mezzo  Verbe  opprejjo  ; 
Che  fpaventato,  e  fmortofi  ritira 
Fuggendo  quel,  ch'c  pien  di  tofco,  e  d"ira. 

Gia  non  pot}  fuggir  quindi  il  nocchiero, 
Ne  tener  ftppe  i  prigionfuoi  di  pint  to  ; 
Con  Brandimartefu,  con  Oliviero, 
Con  Sanfonettc,  e  con  molti  altri  tratto, 
Ove  dal  Duca,  e  dalfgiiuold'Ugiero 
Fu  lie  to  vifo  a  li  fuoi  arnicifatto  : 
E  per  mercede  lui,  the  li  condujje, 
Vclfon,  che  condannato  al  remo  fujfe. 

34- 

Come  io  vi  duo,  dal  figliusl  d'Ottone 

I  cavalier  Crijlian  fur  on  ben  vijli ; 
E  di  rnenfa  oner  at  i  al  padiglicne, 
D'arme,  e  di  do,  che  bifogno,  provijii, 
Per  amor  d"ejji  differi  Dudone 
L'andatafua,  che  nonminori  acquifti 
Di  ragionar  con  tai  baroni  ejlitna, 
Che  d'ejjer  gito  uno,  o  due  giorni  prima. 

In  che  ft  a  lo,  in  che  terminefi  trove 
E  Franaa,  e  Carlo,  inflruzion  vera  ebbe  j 
E  dove  piu  ficuramente,  e  dove, 
Per  far  miglior  effetto,  calar  debbe. 
Mcntre  da  hr  venia  intendendo  nuove, 
8'ndi  un  ron.or,  che  tuttavia  piu  crebbe, 
E  un  dar  a  rarme  ne  feguifi  fie>o, 
Chefece  a  tutti  far  piu  d'un  penfitro. 

II  Duca  AJlolfo,  e  la  compagnia  bella, 
Che  ragionando  injieme  fi  trovaro, 

In  un  momenta  aimati  furo,  e  in  fella, 
E  virfo  il  maggior grido  infretta  andaro. 
Di  qua,  di  la  cere  an  do  pur  novella 
Di  quel  romor,  in  hco  capitaro, 
Ove  videro  un'uom  tanto  feroce, 
Che  nudot  e  folo  a  tutto'lcampo  nuoce. 

Menava  un  fuo  bajion  di  legno  in  volta, 
Ch'era  si  dura,  e  si  grave,  e  si  fermo^ 
Che  dcclinando  qud,  facea  ogni  vofta 
Coder  in  terra  un'uom  peggio,  ch'infermo, 
Gia  a  piii  di  cento  avea  la  vita  tolta, 
Ne  piu  fe  gli  facea  riparo,  o  fcbermo, 
Se  non  tirando  di  Ionian  faette  ; 
D* apprejjo  non  e  aicun  giat  che  fafpctte. 


32- 


But  foon  as  he  th'  imperial  bird  furveys, 
The  golden  lilies,  and  the  leopards  nigh, 
With  pallid  vifage,  like  to  him,  he  flays, 
Who  has  his  foot  prefs'd  inadvertently 
On  the  fell  ferpent,  which,  amid  the  grak, 
With  hvelter'd  poifon  does  in  (lumber  lie  ; 
Who  frighted  does  with  ghoftly  look  retire, 
Flying  from  her  with  poifon  full  and  ire. 

33- 

Now,  thence  could  not  get  off  the  mariner, 
Nor  knew  he  how  to  keep  his  pris'ners  down, 
With  Brandimarte  and  with  Olivier, 
Wkh  Sanfonet,  and  many  others,  gone  : 
Where,  of  the  Duke,  and  th'  offspring  of  Ugier, 
A  chearful  afpect  to  their  friends  was  fhown, 
And,  for  reward,  him  who  conducted  them, 
J3y  fentence  to  the  gallies  they  condemn. 

34- 

As  I  inform  you,  that  by  Otho's  fon, 
Each  Chriftian  Knight  was  kindly  entertain'd, 
Honour'd  with  table  at  his  pavilion, 
And  arms,  and  all  things  needful,  there  obtain 'd, 
For  love  of  them,  now  did  delay  Dudon 
His  voyage,  as  he  no  lefs  'vantage  gain'd, 
He  thought,  by  converfe  with  fuch  Lords  as  thofe, 
Than  if,  one  day  or  two,  he  fooner  goes. 

He  learns,  in  what  condition,  in  what  fbte, 
Is  France  and  Charles,  and  has  inftrudtion  true 
How  he  fhould  land,  where  did  leaft  danger  threat, 
And  in  what  place  he  might  beft  fervice  do. 
While  thus  he  learns  the  news,  they  did  relate, 
Was  heard  a  rumour,  which  lYill  louder  grew, 
Which  follow'd  was  by  fo  fierce  found,  To  arms, 
That  to  them  all  gave  different  alarms. 

3°"- 

The  Duke  Aftolf,  and  his  companions  great, 
Together  who  on  converfe  were  intent, 
Were  armed  inflantly,  and  in  their  feat 
And,  tow'rds  the  loudeft  cry  in  hafte  they  went : 
This  fide  and  that  fide,  fearching,  news  to  get 
Of  this  fame  noife,  and  to  a  place  they  bent, 
Where  they  faw  man  of  fuch  ferocity, 
That  naked,  fole,  to  the  whole  camp  did  injury. 

37- 

A  wooden  club  he  round  about  does  wind, 
Which  was  fo  hard,  fo  flout,  and  of  fuch  weight, 
Jt  caus'd,  at  ev'ry  turn,  as  it  declin'd, 
Man  fall  to  earth,  in  worfe  than  fickly  ftate  : 
More  than  a  hundred  't  had  to  death  conflgn'd, 
Nor  more  defence  or  fkirmifh  they  create, 
Only  by  arrows  at  a  diflance  thrown  ; 
For,  till  he  near  them  came,  would  tarry  none. 

38, 
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Dudone,  A/iolfo,  Brandimarte  eflendo 
Corft  infretta  al  romore,  ed  Olivier o  ; 
De  la  gran  forza^   e  del  valor  Jlupendi 
Stavan  marav;glioji  di  quel  fiero  : 
Qitando  venir  su'n  palafren  correndo 
Videro  una  donzella  in  vejlir  nero, 
Che  corfe  a  Brandimarte ,  e  falutollo^ 
E  gli  alzo  a  wi  tempo  ambe  le  braccia  al  coll*}* 

39- 

Quejla  era  Fiordiligi,  che  si  accefa 
Avea  d'amor  per  Brandimarte  il  core ; 
'Cbe^  quando  el  ponte  Jtretto  ii  lafcio  prefoj 
Vi^na  ad  impazzar  fu  di  dolors. 
Di  la  dal  mare  era  pajfata,  intefo 
Avendo  dal  Pagan^  cbe  ne  fu  autoret 
Che  mandato  can  moltl  cavatieri 
Era  prig  ion  ne  la  citta  d'Algieri., 

40. 

Qttandi  fu  per  paj/are,  avea  trovata 
A  Marjilla  una  nave  di  Levante, 
Ch'un  vecchio  cavaliero  avea  portato 
De  la  fanvglia  del  Re  Monodante  j 
//  qual  rnolte  previncie  avea  cercato, 
Quando  per  mar,  quando  per  terra  errante^ 
Per  trovar  Brandimarte^  cbe  nuova  ebbe> 
Tra  via  di  /w,  ctiin  Francia  il  trovcrebbe. 

41. 

Ed  ella  concfciuto,  cbe  -Bardino 
Era  cojlui,  Bardino^  cbe  rapt  to 
Al  padre^  Brandimarte  piccid<noy 
Ed  a  Rocca  Silvana  a  vea  nodrito  ; 
E  la  caglone  intefa  del  cammino^ 
Stco  fatto  favea  fciogller  dal  litt  ; 
Avendogll  narrato^  in  che  maniera 
Brandimarte  paJJ'ato  in  Africa  era. 

42. 

7e/?0  cbe  furo  a  terra^  iidir  le  nuove^ 
Ch'aJJediata  da  Ajlolfo  era  Eiferta  j 
Cbe  fee  o  Brandimarte  Ji  ritrove, 
Vdito  avean  ;  ma  non  per  cofa  certa. 
Or  Fiordil/gi  in  tal  fretta  Ji  mcve^ 
Come  lo  vede,  cbe  ben  mojlra  aperta 
£>uella  allegrezza,  cWi  preccjfi  guai 
Le  fero  la  maggiory  cifavejje  mai. 

//  gent i I  cavalier  non  men  giocondo 
Di  veder  la  diletta,  e  fida  moglic, 
Cb'amava  piu  che  coja  altra  ael  mond&t 
Uabbraccia,  e  Jlringe^  e  dolcemcnte  accogUe  I 
Ne  per  fa  ziar  e  a  I  prime ,  ne  a  I  feco  ndo , 
Ne  a  I  terzo  bade,  era  raccefe  voglie  ; 
5^  non  cb'alzando  gli  oabi  ebbe  veduto 
Bardin,  che  con  la  donna  era  venutc, 
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Aftolfo,  Brandimarte,  and  Dudon, 
And  Olivier  to  th'  rumour  fuddca  prefs'd  ; 
At  the  vafl  force  and  wond'rous  valour  fhown 
Of  this  wild  man,  amazement  they  exprefs'd  : 
When  they  perceive  a  palfrey  that  way  run, 
With  lady  in  a  fable  veftment  drefs'd, 
Who  hafles  to  Brandimart  and  him  falutes, 
And  round  his  neck  at  once  both  arms  (he  puts. 

39- 

This  Flordiligi  was,  whofe  bread  did  glow 
With  love,  (he  for  her  Brandimarte  had, 
Whom  when  (he  left,  in  bondage  taken  fo, 
At  the  ftraight  bridge,  with  grief  was  almoft  mad  : 
Beyond  the  feas  (he  pafs'd,  as  Ihe  did  know, 
From  Rodomont,  who  was  th'  occafion  fad, 
That  he  was  fent,  with  many'  a  cavalier, 
A  pris'ner,  to  the  city  of  Algier. 

40. 

She  foimd,  when  (he  to  make  her  paflage  thought, 
A  veflel,  at  Marfilia,  o'  th'  -Levant, 
Which  aged  cavalier  had  thither  brought, 
O'  th'  family  of  the  King  Monodant, 
Who,  thro'  a  many  provinces,  had  fought, 
And,  now  by  fea,  now  land,  (till  wand 'ring  went 
To  find  out  Brand'mart,  as  he  news  did  get, 
By  th'  way,  that  he  in  France  (hould  with  him  meet : 

41. 

And  that  this  Bardin  was,  to  her  was  known  ; 
•Bardin,  who  formerly  away  once  bore 
From  his  fire,  'Brandimart  a  little  one, 
And  nourifh'd  him  on  Silvan's  rock  forlorc, 
And  of  his  journey  heard  th'  occafion, 
With  her  (he  caus'd  him  fail  from  off  that  Ihoi'e, 
As '(he  related  to  him,  in  what  way, 
Brandimart  parted  was  to  Africa. 

42. 

They  heard  the  news,  foon  as  they  came  to  land, 
That  fiege  Aftolf  had  to  Biferta  laid, 
That  with  him  Brandimarte  there  remain'd. 
They  alfo  heard,  but  not  as  certain  faid  : 
Now  Flordilige  mov'd  on  in  hafte  fo  grand. 
When  feeing  him,  (he  openly  difplay'd 
That  anxious  joy,  which  her  preceding  v,'<x 
Had  greater  made,  than  e'er  (he  yet  did  know, 

Not  lefs  delight  the  genteel  knight  did  move, 
His  faithful  and  beloved  fpoufe  to  fee, 
Whom  he,  'bove  all  things  elfe  on  earth,  did  love. 
Embraces,  hugs,  and  greets  her  tenderly  : 
Nor  could  with  th'  firft  or  fecond  fatiate  prove. 
Nor  the  third  kifs  could  his  warm  wifhes  be, 
But  that,  his  eyes  exalting,  he  perceiv'd 
Bardin,  who  with  his  damfel  there  arriv'd  : 

N  n  44; 
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44- 

Stefe  le  mani^  ed  abbracciar  lo  voile, 
E  injteme  domandar,  perche  venia  ,- 
Ma  di  poterlo  far  tempo  gli  tolls 
11  campo,  ch'in  difardine  fuggia 
Dinanzi  ft  quel  bajlon,  che  I  nudo  foil  e 
Menava  intorno,  e  gli  face  a  dar  via. 
Fiordiligi  miro  quel  nudo  in  f rente, 
E  grido  a  Brandimarte :  Eccovi  il  Conte. 

45- 

AJiolfo  tutto  a  un  tempo,  ch'era  quivi, 
Che  quefto  Orlando  foj/c,  ebbe  palefe 
Per  alcun  fegno,  che  da  i  vecchi  Divi 
Su  ml  terrejire  Paradifo  ihtefe  : 
Altramente-  rejlavan  tutti  j>rivi 
Di  cognizion  di  quel  Signer  cortefe  ; 
Che  per  lungs  fprezzarji,  come  Jiolto, 
Avea  di  fern  //.*,  clx  d'uomo  il  volts. 

46. 

AjloJfo  per  pieta,  che  gli  trafiffe 
II  petto,  e  il  cor,  ft  volfe  lagrimando  ,- 
Ed  %  Dudon,  che  gli  era  apprejjo,  dij/e ; 
Ed  indi  ad  Oliviero  :  Eccovi  Orlando. 
Quei  gli  occhi  alquants.,  e  le  patyebrefjje 
Tenendo  in  lui,  I'andar  raffignrando  ; 
E'l  ritrovarlo  in  tal  calamitade 
Gtt  empi  di  maraviglia,  e  di  pietade. 

47-  ' 

Piangea,no  quei  Signer  per  la  pne  parte, 
Si  lor  ne  dolfe,  e  lor  rfincrebbe  tanto. 
Tempo  e,  lor  di/e  AJiolfo,  trovar\irta 
Di  rifanarh,  e  ncn  difargli  il  pianto  : 
Efalto  a  piede,  e  cos~i  Brandimarte, 
Sanfotietto,  Oliviero,  e  Dudon  fan  fo  ,- 
E  s'avventaro  al  nipote  di  Carlo 
Tutti  in  un  tempo,  che  volcano  pigliarlo* 

48. 

Orlando,  che  Ji  vide  fare  il  cerchio 
Meno  il  bajlon  da  difperato,  e  foils  ; 
Ed  a  Dudon,  cheftfacea  coper chio 
Al  capo  de  hfcudo,  ed  entrar  voile  ; 
Fe  fentir,  ch'era  grave  di  foperchio  ,• 
E  fe  non  che  Olivier  col  frrando  tolle 
Parte  del  colpo  ;  avria  il  baftone  ingiujlo 
Rot  to  lofcudo,  telmo,  il  capo,  e  il  bujlo, 

49- 

Lofcudo  ruppefolo,  e  su  Pelmet  to 
Tempejio  J/,  che  Dudon  cadde  in  term* 
Merto  la  fpada  a  un  tempo  Sanfonetto, 
E  del  bajlon  piu  di  due  braccia  afferra 
Con  valor  tal,  che  tutto  il  taglia  netto, 
BrandimArte,  ch'addojfofegliferra, 
Gli  cinge  i  fianchi,  quanta  puo,  con  ambe 
Le  braccia,  e  AJiolfo  il  piglia  ne 


44. 


His  arms  extending,  him  t'  embrace  inclin'd, 
And  then  enquire,  why  he  did  thither  hie ; 
But,  that  to  do,  the  time  unfit  does  find, 
By  the  camp's  running  fo  diforderly 
Before  the  club,  the  naked  foci  does  xvind 
On  ev'ry  fide,  and  caus'd  them  off  to  fly  : 
Flordilige  view'd  the  naked  man  in  front, 
And  cry'd  to  Brandimart,  See,  there's  the  Count. 

45- 

Aftolfo  fuddenly,  who  by  did  fland, 
That  this  Orlando  was,  clearly  defcries, 
By  certain  token  this  did  underfland 
From  th'  ancient  Saint  in  th'  earthly  Paraxiife  : 
Otherwife  of  the  courteous  Lord  Orland, 
No  knowledge  in  the  other's  breads  did  rife  : 
Who,  long  himfelf  neglefting,  as  one  mad, 
More  of  wild  beaft,  than  man,  the  afpect  hads 

46. 

Aftolfo,  from  the  wound,  companion  made 
Thro'  heart  and  breaft,  could  not  his  rears  with 
And  unto  Dudon,  who  was  near  him,  faid,   f_ftand : 
And  then  to  Olivier,  Behold  Orland  ! 
They,  who  their  eyes  and  brows  upon  him  laid, 
Fix'd  them,  and  in  their  minds  his  form  replann'd, 
And,  to  find  him  in  fuch  calamities, 
With  pity  fill'd  them  all,  and  with  furprize. 

47- 

Into  tears  bnrft  o'  th'  Lords  the  greateft  part ; 
So  griev'd,  they  felt  fo  great  affliction  ; 
Time  'tis,  Aftolf  fays  to  them,  find  the  art 
For  curing  him,  and  not  to  make  our  moan  ; 
And  leaps  on  foot,  and  fo  does  Brandimart, 
Sanfonet,  Olivier,  holy  Dudon, 
And  tow'rds  King  Charles's  nephew  forward  (hot 
All  in  a  trice,  as  him  they  would  have  caught. 

48. 

Orland,  who  rouad  him  fees  there  form'd  a  ring, 
His  club,  as  defp'rate  and  diftracled,  throws, 
And  Dudon,  who  made  him  a  covering 
With  his  fhield  for  his  head,  and  now  would  clofe,, 
Made  feel  how  heavy  was  the  mafly  fwing  : 
And  if  Olivier's  fworrf  did  not  oppofe 
Part  of  the  ftroke,  then  had  the  club  unjuft 
Together  fmafh'd,  fhield,  helmet,  head,  ancTbufh 

49- 

He  only  broke  his  fhield,  and  raging  beat 
So  on  his  helmet,  on  earth  Dudon  dropt : 
At  once  his  fword  then  brandifh'd  Sanfoner,, 
And  off  his  club  more  than  two  yards  he  chopt, 
With  fuch  a  force  that  he  cut  thro'  it  neat ; 
Brandimart,  who  behind  him  firmly  ftopt, 
With  all  his  might,  clafp'd  fafl  about  his  flanks 
With  both  his  arms  j  Aftolfo  feiz'd  his  flianks : 


Canto  39. 
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50, 


Scuotefe  Orlando,  t  fungi  died  pajjl 

Dafe  ringlefefe  coder  riverfo. 

Non  fa.  pero,  che  Brandimarte  il  lajji, 

Che  con  piuforza  Vha  Prefo  a  traverfo. 

Ad.  Olivier,  cbe  troppo  innanzifajji, 

Memo  un  pugno  st  duro,  e  si  perverfo, 

Che  lo  fe  coder  pallido,  ed  efangue  ; 

E  dal  nafo,  e  da  gli  occhi  ufcirgli  il  fanguc  : 

$I- 

E  fe  non  era  I'elmo  piu  che  buono, 
•Ch'avea  Olivier,  i'avria  quel  pitgno  uccifo, 
Cadde  perb,  come  fe  fatto  dono 
Aveffe  de  lofpirto  al  Paradifo. 
Dudcne,  e  Aftolfo,  che  lev  at  i  font, 
Btnche  Dudone  abbia.  gonf.ato  il  vifo ; 
E  Sanfonctto,  che  V  be  I  c  olpo  ha  fatto, 
Addoffo  a  Orlando  f on  tittti  in  un  traits. 

52: 

Dudon  con  gran  vigor  dietro  I'abbraccia, 
Pur  tentondo  col  pie  farlo  cadere  : 
Aftolfo,  e  gli  altri  gli  han  prefe  le  braccia  ; 
Ne  h  pon  tutti  infiemc  anco  tencrc. 
Chi  ha.  vijlo  toro,  a  cui  fi  dia  la  caccia, 
E  ctia  le  orccc.hie  abbia  le  zanmfcre; 
Correr  mugghiando,  e  trarre  ovunquc  com 
I  canifeco,  e  ncn  potcrfi  fciorre ; 

fmagini,  ch'Orlsndo  fojje  tale, 
Cf)e  tutti  quei  gucrrier  feco  traea. 
In  qucl  tempo  Olivier  di  terra  fale 
La  dove  Jlefo  il  gran  pugno  i'avea. 
E  vlflo,  che  cos}  Ji  potea  male 
Far  di  lui  quel,  cti  Ajldfo  far  volea  ,• 
Si  penso  un  modo,  ed  ad  effctto  il  mejjc, 
Difar  coder  Orlando,  eglifuccejje. 

$4- 

Si  fe  quivi  arre-car  piu  d'unafune, 
E  con  nodi  corrcnti  ad  at  to  prejlo  ; 
Ed  a  le  gambe,  ed  a  le  braccia.  alcunc 
E£  porre  al  Ccnte,  ed  a  traverfo  il  rcflc. 
Di  quclL'  i  capi  part)  poi  in  commie, 
E  li  diede  a  tenere  a  qiiel/o,  e  a  qucfto. 
'Per  quella  via,  che  manifcalco  atterra 
Cavalloi  o  hue,  fu  tratto  Orlando  in  terra. 

C.cm?  egli  c  in  terra,  gli  fon  tutti  addojjb, 
E  gli  legan  piu  forte  e  piedi,  e  mani ; 
Ajfai  di  qua,  di  la  s'e  Orlando  fcojlo  ; 
Mafonoifuoi  rinforzi  tutti  vani. 
Comanda  JJiolfc,  chefia  quindi  mojfi, 
Che  diffe  voler  far,  che  Ji  rifani. 
Dudon,  ch'e  grandc,  il  leva  in  su  le  fchiene-, 
E  port  a  al  mar  fo^ra  iejireme  arene. 


50. 


Orlando  fhakes  and  off  ten  fteps  does  hit 
The  Englifhman,  and  him  head-foremoft  caft  ; 
But  don't  fo  work,  that  Brand'mart  hi.n  fnould  quit, 
Who,  with  more  force,  acrofs  had  clafp'd  him  faft  : 
At  Olivier,  who  did  too  forward  get, 
He  with  his  fift  drove  ftroke  fo  ricrec  and  vuft, 
That  languid,  pallid,  caus'd  him  do\vn  to  go, 
And,  from  his  nofe  and  eyes,  the  blocd  to  llow. 

51- 

And  but  the  helmet  tern  per 'd  was  moft  fine 
Olivier  wore,  him  would  have  llain  the  ftroke  ; 
He  fell  howe'er,  as  if  he  did  refign 
His  fpirit,  and  his  life  had  him  torfook : 
Aftolf  and  Dudon,  who  got  up  again, 
Tho'  Dudon's  vifage  forely  fvoll'n  did  look, 
And  Sanfonet,  who  that  brave  blow  did 
Were  all  at  once  upon  Orlando's  back. 

S2. 

Dudon  with  ftrength  behind  does  him  enfold, 
With  his  foot  ftriving  ftill  him  down  to  caft ; 
Aftolf,  and  th'  others,  of  his  arms  had  hold. 
Nor  yet  could  all  together  hold  him  faft. 
Whoe'er  the  bull  when  bated  did  behold, 
And  at  his  ears  the  fangs,  in  fury  vaft 
Run  bellowing,  and  drag,  where'er  he  goes, 
With  him  the  dogs,  nor  can  from  them  get  loofe  : 

May  fuch  imagine  they  Orlando  found, 
Who  along  with  him  all  thefe  warriors  drew  : 
In  the  mean  time  Olivier  rofe  from  ground, 
Where  him  the  mighty  fift  extended  threw  : 
And  feeing  in  what  way  did  511  redound 
That,  which  Ailolfo  was  difpos'd  to  do, 
He  thought  on  means,  and  did  therein  proceed, 
To  caufe  Orlando  fall,  which  did  fucceed. 

54- 

Inftant  he  caus'd  them  many  ropes  provide, 
Soon  made  thefe  fit  with  knots,  which  Hiding  pafs'3, 
And  to  the  legs  and  arms  fome  of  them  ty'd 
O'  th'  Count,  and  he  the  reft  acrofs  him  caft : 
Of  thefe  the  heads  in  common  does  divide, 
And  gives  them  one  and  t'  other  to  hold  faft; 
By  fuch  way,  as  the  farrier  cafts  down 
A  horfe  or  ox  to  earth,  Orlando's  thrown. 

When  he's  on  ground,  they  all  are  on  his  backV 
And  ftronger  bind  his  hands  and  feet  again  : 
Orland  himfelf  on  all  fides  much  does  (hake, 
But  all  his  violences  turn  out  vain  : 
Aftolf  commands,  that  thence  they  him  fhould  take, 
For  that,  he  faid,  he  him  would  render  f;me ; 
Dudon,  who's  tall,  him  on  his  fhoulders  bore, 
And  carry 'd  him  to  the  fea's  neighb'ring  fnorc. 

N  n"  2  $6- 
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56. 

Lo  fa  lavare  Ajlolfo  fette  volte, 
E  fstte  volte  fotto  acqna  rattitjfa  ; 
S)  che  dal  vifo,  e  da  le  membra  Jiolte 
Leva  la  brut  t  a  ntggine,  e-  la  muff  a  ;• 
Pot  con  certe  erbc  h  quejlo  effetto  colte 
La  bocca  c hinder  fa,  che  foffia,  ebuffa; 
Cbe  ncn  uolea,  cfraveffe  a/fro  meaio, 
Ondefpirar,  che  per  lo  nafo,  ilfiato. 

57- 

Ave&fi  Aftolfo  apparecchiato  il  vafo, 
In  che  ilfenno  d  Orlando  era  rinch'ntfi  ; 
E  quello  in  modo  appropinqv.ogli  al  nafot 
Che  ne  I  tirar,  che  feet  iljiato  infujo, 
Tutto  il  voto  :  Maravigliofo  cafo  ; 
Che  ritorno  Li  mente  al  primier''  itfo, 
E  ne'fuoi  bei  difcorji  rintelletto 
Rivenne,  piu  che  mai  lucido,  e  nett-3. 

58. 

Come  chi  da  noiofo,  e  grave  fonnc^ 
Ove,  o  vedere  abommlnevol  fwme 
Di  moftri)  che  nonfon,  ne  cb'efjer  ponno, 
0  gli  par  cofa  far  ft  r  ana,  cd  cnorme  ,- 
Ancor  fi  maraviglia,  poi  che  donno 
£  fat  to  de'fuoifenfi,  e  che  non  dorme  : 
Cos),  poi  che  fu  Orlando  d' error  t  ratio, 
Rcjlo  maraviglicfo,  e Jlupcfatto. 

59- 

/•;  Brandimarte,  e  ilfratel  d"1 'Alda  bella* 
E  quel,  che'lfenno  in  capo  gli  riditjfe  ; 
fur  psnfando  rignarda,  e  ncn  favella, 
Ccme  egli  qiiivi,  o  quando  jl  condujfe  ; 
Girava  gli  otchi  in  quejla  partc,  e  in  qiic!lat 
JNe  fapea  imaginar,  dove  fi  fujje. 
Si  maraviglia.,   che  nudojl  ~ocdc, 
E  tante  funi  ha  da  le  fpalle  al  piedf. 

60. 

Poi  dijje>  come  gia  dijfe  Sileno 
A  qitei,  che  lo  legar  nel  cavo  fpeco, 
Solvite  me,  con  vifo  si  ferenoy 
Con  guardo  sz  men  de  Vufato  bieco  ; 
Chefujlegato^  e  de'panni  ch'avicno- 
Fatti  arrecar,  fiarticiparon  feco  ; 
Confolandolo  tutti  del  do/ore, 
Che  lo  premea,  di  qucl  pajjato  errore. 

61. 

Poi  che  fu  h  1'effer  primo  ritornato 
Orlando  piu  cbe  mai  faggio,  e  viri/ef 
D'amorji  trovo  infieme  liberato, 
5?  che  colei,  che  st  bella,  e  gentile 
Cli  parve  dianziy  e  ch'avea  tanto  amato, 
Nonjiima  piu,  fe  non  per  cofa  vile. 
Ogni  fuo  Jiudio,  ogni  dijto  rivolfe 
A  racqwflar,  quanta  gia  amor  gli  tolfe. 


O    FVRIOS  0. 


Canto 


56. 


Aftolf,  to  wafa  him  feven  times,  ordain'd, 

And  plunge  him  feven  times  into  the  fea, 

That,  from  his  fenfelefs  limbs  and  vifage,  clean'd 

The  naft'mefs  and  filthy  fcurf  might  be  : 

Then  with  fome  herbs,  he,  for  this  ufe,  obtain'd 

That  he  mayn't  puff  and  blow,  his  mouth  ftopt  he, 

As  he  defign'd  each  paflage  up  to  clofe, 

Whence  he  his  breath  might  draw,,  except  his  nofe. 

57- 

Aftolf,  the  Filial  did  before  prepare, 
Wherein  Orlando's  fenfe  was  clofe  confin'd, 
And  this  fuch  way  he  to  his  nofe  drew  near, 
That,  as  to  upward  draw  his  breath  inclin'd, 
'Twas  empty'd  all:  O  cafe  fo  wond'rous  rare  ! 
That  to  it's  former  ufe  returns  his  mind  ; 
And,  in  his  intellects  and  reafon  right 
Became,  than  ever  yet,  more  clear  and  bright. 

58. 

As  he,  who  in  difturbed  flecp,  tho'  found, 
Wherein  abominable  forms  to  view 
Of  monfters,  which  are  not,  nor  can  be  found, 
Seems,  or  fome  act  enormous,  odd  to  dor 
Remains  aftonifh'd,  tho'  now  is  come  round 
His  fenfe  reftor'd,  nor  fleep  does  more  fubduc; 
Orlando  fo,  foon  as  from  error  brought, 
Remains  in  wonder,  ftupify'd  in  thought. 

59- 

Brandimart,  and  th'  brother  of  Alda  fair, 
And  him,  who  brought  his  fenfe  back  to  his  head, 
He,  fpeechlefs,  gaz'd  upon,  with  thoughtful  ftare, 
When,  or  what  way,  he  had  been  thither  led  : 
He  caft  around  his  eyes,  now  here,  now  there, 
Nor  where  he  was,  knew  or  imagined  : 
Naked  to  fee  himfelf,  in  wonder  great, 
And  cords  fo  maay  at  his  back  and  feet. 

60. 

Then  faid,  as  formerly  Silenus  fpoke 
To  thofe,  who  in  the  cavern  him  had  ty'd, 
Sohite  me,  with  fo  ferene  a  look, 
So  diif 'rent  from  his  wild  one,  them  he  ey'd, 
That  he  was  loos'd,  and  of  their  cloaths  they  too*, 
They  'ad  thither  brought,  and  with  him  them  divide, 
Each  one  confoling  him  for  the  diftrefs, 
Which,  from  his  errors  pafs'd,  does  him  opprefs. 

6r. 

When  thus  return'd  unto  his  former  ftate, 
Orland,  more  manly  now  than  e'er,  more  wife, 
At  once  from  love  found  himfelf  liberate, 
That  her,  whom  he  for  fo  genteel  did  prize, 
So  fair  before,  and  lov'd  at  fuch  a  rate, 
He  deems,  but  as  thing  worthlefs,  to  defpife  : 
His  ftudy  all  revolves,  all  his  defire, 
What  love  had  from  him  ta'en,  to  re-acquire. 


Canto  3£.  0  R  L  A  N  D 

62. 

Narro  Bardino  intanto  a  Brandimarte^ 
Che.'morto  era  il  fuo  padre  Monodante  ; 
E  eke  a  cbiamarlo  al  Regno  egll  da  parte 
I  eniva,  prima  del  fratel  Gigliante  ; 
Poi  de  le  gentt,  ch'abitan  le  fparte 
J/ole  in  mare,  e  I'vl'.ime  in  Levante ; 
Di  che  non  era  unaltro  regno  al  monda 
SI  rtcco,  popohfoy  e  si  giocondo. 

63- 

Dijfi,  tra  piu  ragion,  che  dovea  farh^ 
Che  dolic  cofa  era  la  patria  -,  e  quando 
Si  difponejfe  di  voter  gujlarlo, 
Avria  pot  fempre  in  odio  andare  errando. 
Brandnnarte  rifpofe  ;  voler  Carlo 
Servir  per  tutta  queJJa  guerra,  e  Orlando  j 
E,  fe  potea  vederne  il  fin,  che  pot 
Penferia  meglio  fo£ra  t  ca/i  fitsi. 

64. 

//  dl  ff^uentc  la  fua  armata  fpinfe 
Vcrfi  Prcvenza  il  fig  Ho  del  Daneje  j 
Indi  Orlando  col  Duca  ft  rijirinfe-, 
Ed  in  cbejlato  era  la  guer  ra ,  intefe. 
Tutta  Biferta  poi  d'ajjedio  cinfe, 
Dando  pero  I'cnore  al  Duca  Inglrfe 
D'ogni  vitloria  :  ma  quel  Duca  il  tultl> 
Facea  come  dal  Conte  venia  irjlrutto. 

65. 

CVordim  abbian  tra  lor,  come  j'aflcgglia 
La  gran  Biferta,  e  da  cbe  Into,  e  quandot 
Come  fu  prefa  a  la  prima  battagl  a, 
Chi  ne  Fonor  parte  ebbe  ccn  Orlando, 
S'io  non  mi  feguito  or  a,  non  vi  caglla^ 
Ch'io  non  me  ne  vo'mclio  dilunganeh. 
In  quejlo  mezzo  di  faper  vi  piaccia, 
Come  da  i  Franchi  i  Mori  hanno  la  caccia-. 

66. 

Fu  quafe  il  Re  Agramante  abbandcnato 
Nel  pericol  maggior  di  quella  guerra  j 
Che  con  niolti  Pcigani  era  tomato 
MarfiliQ)  e  il  Re  Soirin  dentro  la  terra  ^ 
Poi  iu  i' armata  e  quejlo^  e  quel  merit  at  o, 
Che  dubbio  avean  di  non  jalvarft  in  terra  j 
E  duci,  e  cavalier  del  popol  Moro 
Molti  feguito  avean  refempio  laro. 

67. 

Pure  jfgramante  la  pugna  foftiene  ; 
£  quando  fir almente  piu  nan  puotey 
Volta  le  Jpalle^  e  la  via  dritta  tiene 
A  le  porte  non  troppo  indi  remote. 
Rabican  dietro  in  gran  fretta  gliviene, 
Che  BradamanteJIimola,  e  percote  ;• 
D'uccider'o  era  difiofa  molto, 
Che  tante  volte  il  fuo  Ritggier  le  ha  toltc. 


OFURIOSO. 

62. 

Bardin  mean  time  acquainted  Brandimart, 

7'hat  was  deceas'd  his  father  Monodant, 

And  to  his  realm  to  call  him,  of  the  part 

Kc  came,  firft,  of  his  brother  Gigliantj 

Next,  from  the  folks  inhabiting  apart 

Ifles  of  the  fea  moft  diftant  of  th'  Le\rant, 

Than  which  no  kingdom  in  the  world  was  found 

More  pleafant,  nor  with  wealth  and  people -fo  abound.- 

63- 

Says ;  this  he  fhould  do,  'mongft  more  reafons  join'dr 
For  that,  one's  country  is  delightful  thing, 
That  if  to  tafte  it  he  difpos'd  his  mind, 
He'd  then  conceive  a  hate  to  wandering  : 
Brandimart  anfwer'd,  he's  to  ferve  inclin'd 
Charles  and  Orland,  thro'  all  this  warfaring  ; 
And  to  an  end  if  he  could  fee  this  brought, 
To  his  own  ftate  he'd  better  turn  his  thought, . 

64.. 

His  armed  fleet,  upon  the  foU'wing  day, 
Pufli'd,  tow'rds  Provence,  the  Danifh  Ugier's  fon^: 
Orlando  with  the  Duke  here  makes  his  ftay, 
And  when  what  ftate  the  war  was  in,  h'  'ad  known ; 
A  fiege  does  to  Biferta  wholly  lay, 
On  th'  Englifh  Duke  conferring  the  renown 
Of  ev'ry  victory,  but  yet  the  Duke 
Acled,  as  from  the  Count  he  all  inftruclions  took. 

65. 

What  means  they  us'd,  as  they  t'  attack  unit* 
The  grand  Biferta,  and  upon  what  fide, 
And  how  it  taken  was,  at  the  firft  fight, 
Who  with  Orland  the  honour  did  divide, 
Tho'  I  purfue  not  now  ;  I  hold  but  light, 
As  from  this  fubjeft  I  wo'n't  travel  wide : 
In  the  mean  time,  to  know  may  pleafure  you, 
What  way  the  French  the  routed  Moors  purfue... 

66. 

King  Agramant  they  as  it  were  forfake, 
Of  this  fame  war  in  danger  imminent ; 
For,  with  a  many  Pagans  turned  back, 
Marfilius  and  Sobrin  to  Arli  went : 
Then  one  and  t'  other  to  th'  armada  take, 
As  they  're,  on  land,  of  fafety  diffident : 
The  leaders  and  the  knights  o'  th'  Moori/h  force^ 
By  their  examples,  take  the  felf-fame  courfe. 

67. 

But  Agramante  ftill  fuftaina  the  fight, 
And,  when  no  more  he  could  do,  finally 
He  turns  his  back,  and  bears  away  foreright 
Unto  the  gates,  at  a  fmall  diftance  nigh  : 
Rabican  after  comes  with  utmoft  might, 
For  Bradamant  did  whip  and  fpurs  apply, 
As  {he  was  moft  defirous  him  to  flay, 
Who  her  Ruggier  fo  oft  had  ta'en  away. 

68. 


j>7&  O  R  Z,  ^  N  D 

68. 

Jl  medefmo  defir  Marfifa  avea, 

Per  far  del  padre  fuo  tar  da  vendetta  ; 

£  con  glifproni,  quanta  piu  potea, 

Facea  al  dejlrier  fentir,  cb'ella  avea  fretta ; 

Ma  ne  I'una,  ne  I'altra  vi  giungea 

Si  a  tempo,  che  la  via  fojfe  inter  cetta 

Al  Re  d'entrar  ne  la  citta  f  errata, 

Ed  indi  .poi  falvarfi  in  sit  Far  mat  a. 

69. 

Come  due  belle,  e  gtnerofe  parde, 
Che  f  nor  del  fajjo  ften  di  pari  ufdte, 
Pofda  ch'i  cervi,  o  le  capre  gagliarde 
Indarno  aver  Ji  veggano  feguite  ; 
Vergognandofi  quaji,  che  fur  tar de, 
Sdegnoje  fa  ne  tornano,  e  pentite^ 
'Cost  tornar  le  due  donzelle,  quando 
Videra  il  Pagan  falvo,  fofpirando. 

70. 

Non  pero  ft  fermar,  ma  ne  la  f  rotta 
JDe  glialtri,  cbe  fuggivano ,  cacdarji, 
J)i  qua,  di  lafacendo  ad  ogni  botta 
Molti  coder,  fenza  rnai  piu  levarfi. 
A  mal partita  era  la  genie  rotta, 
Cbe  per  fuggir  non  potea  amor  faharfi  \ 
Ch'  Agramante  avea  fatto  per  fuo  fcampo 
Cbiuder  la  porta,  ch'ujda  verfo  il  carnpo  j 

71- 

E  fatto  fopra  il  Rodano  tagliare 
J  ponti  tutti.     Ah  sfortunata  pit-be, 
•Che  dove  ddTirannP  util  appare, 
Sempre  e  in  canto  di  pecore,  e  di  zt'be. 
Chi  s'affoga  nel  fume,  e  cbi  nel  maret 
Chi  fanguinofe  fa  di  fe  le  glebe  ; 
JWclti  perir,  pocbi  rejlar  prigioni, 
Che  pochi  a  farfi  taglia  era  no  bucni. 

72. 

De  la  gran  moltitudine,  ch'uccifa 
Fu  da  ogni  parte  in  quefla  ultima  guerra9 
(  Bencbe  la  cofa  non  fu  ugualdhifa, 
Ch'aJJai  piu  andar  de  i  Saracin  fitterra 
Per  man  di  Bradamante,  e  di  Marfifa) 
Se  ne  vede  ancor  fegno  inquella  terra  ', 
Che  prej/o  ad  Arli,  ove  il  Rodano  Jlagna, 
Piena  di  fepolture  e  lacampagna. 

Potto  avea  intanto  il  Re  Agr amante  fdorrey 
E  ritirar  in  alto  i  legni  gravi  ; 
Lafdando  ahum,  e  i  piu  leggier  i,  a  tor  re 
^uei,  che  volean  falvarji  in  tu  le  navi. 
Pijie  duo  di  per  chi  fuggia  raccorre, 
E  perche  i  venti  eran  contrari,  e  pravi  j 
fece  lor  Jar  le  vele  il  terzo  giorno, 
Ctfin  Africa  tredea  di  far  ritcrno. 


O    F  U  R  I  0  S  O.  Canto  39. 

68. 

Marphifa  too  the  fame  defire  poflefs'd, 
T' avenge  her  fire,  tho'  late,  now  to  proceed, 
And  with  her  fpurs  her  utmoft  force  addrefs'd, 
That  fhe's  in  hafte,  to  feel  fhe  caus'd  her  fteed  - 
But  neither  one  nor  t'other  thither  prefs'd, 
In  fuch  time  that  the  King's  way  they  impede, 
That  to  the  city  clos'd  he  fhould  not  get, 
And  thence  'fcape  after  fafely  to  his  fleet. 

69. 

As  two  fine  tygrefles,  wh'  in  lofty  ftate, 
From  forth  their  dens  ftep  jointly  to  the  plain, 
Soon  as  the  nimble  goat,  or  flag  elate, 
They  now  perceive  they  follow'd  have  in  vain  ; 
Confus'd  with  fhame,  as  they  had  been  too  late, 
Return,  dejected,  raging  with  difdain; 
So  turn'd  the  damfels  twain,  who,  when  they  fpy'd 
The  Pagan  from  them  got  in  fafety,  figh'd. 

70>  .' 
Yet  ftopp'd  they  not,  but  'midft  the  crouding  foe, 

Who  now  were  flying,  drove  with  all  their  might, 
This  fide  and  that,  caufing  at  ev'ry  blow, 
Many  to  fall,  who  ne'er  more  got  upright : 
The  routed  people  were  in  ftate  of  woe, 
That  even  could  not  fave  themfelves  by  flight ; 
For  Agramant,  t'  efcape,  had  caus'd  them  clofe 
The  gate,  which  to  the  field  of  battle  goes, 

71- 

And  caus'd,  o'er  Rodanus,  to  be  cut  down 
The  bridges  all  ;  ah,  haplefs  populace ! 
Who,  when  the  tyrant's  benefit  is  fhown, 
Ever  as  fheep  and  goats  in  reck'ning  pafs  : 
Some  in  the  river,  in  the  fea  fome  drown, 
Some  from  their  wounds  make  bloody  all  the  grafs  ?- 
Many  there  perifh,  few  were  pris'ners  made, 
As  few  were  fit  to  have  their  ranfom  paid. 

72; 

O'  ih'  people  who  were  flain  the  number  grand, 
In  this  laft  war,  which  ev'ry-where  abound, 
(Tho'  the  divifion  equal  can't  be  fcann'd, 
For  far  more  Pagans  were  fent  under  ground 
By  Bradamant  and  by  Marphifa's  hand), 
The  token  on  the  land  ev'n  yet  is  found ; 
-For,  where  the  Rodanus  near  Arli  laves, 
The  country  all  about  is  fill'd  with  graves. 

Mean  time  King  Agramant  made  them  let  loofc 
The  heavy  fliips,  and  to  the  fea  declin'd, 
Leaving  a  few,  the  lighteft,  to  be  chofe 
By  them  who  in  the  barks  to  'fcape  defign'd  : 
He  ftay'd  two  days,  to  re-aflemble  thofe 
W  ho  fled,  as  bad  and  contrary  the  wind  : 
Then  caus'd  them,  fail  to  fet,  on  the  third  day, 
As  he  propos'd  return  to  Africa. 

74 . 
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74- 


//  Re  Marfdio^  chefta  in  gran  paura, 
Cb'a  la  fua  Spagna  il  fio  pagar  non  tocche^ 
£  la  tempejla  orribilmente  ofiura 
Sopra  i  fuoi  campi  a  I 'ultimo  nonfcccche\ 
Si  fe  par  re  a  Valenza^  e  con  gran  cur  a 
Comincio  a  riparar  caftella,  e  rocchet 
E  preparar  la  guerra,  che  fu  poi 
La  fua  ruina,  e  de  gli  amid  fuoi. 

Verfo  Africa  Jgramante  alzo  le  vele 
Delegni  male  armati^  e  voti  quafi  j 
D'uomini  voti,  e  pieni  di  querele, 
Percb'in  Francia  i  tre  quarti  eran  rimaji. 
Chi  chiama  il  Re  fuperbo,  chi  crudele, 
Chi  Ji  elf  o,  e  come  awiene  in  fimil  cajj, 
Tutti  It  vogtion  mal  nelor  fecreii  ; 
Matimor  n'hanno,  ejlan  per  firza  cheti. 

76. 

Pur  due  tal'oray  o  tre  fch'iudon  le  labbiei, 
Ch'amici  Jono,  e  che  tra  lor  s'hanfedet 
E  sfogano  la  colera,  e  la  rabbi  a  ; 
£'/  mifero  Agramante  ancor  fi  crede, 
Cb'ogn'stn  gli  porti  amore^  e  pieta  gli  abbia: 
E  quejlo  gl' intervien^  perchl  non  vede 
Mai  viji',  fe  non  finti^  e  mal  non  cdf> 
Se  non  adulaziont  menzogne^  e  frode* 

Erafi  configliato  il  Re  Afrlcaro 

Di  non  fmontar  nel  porto  di  Biferta  ; 

Pero  ch'avea  del  popol  Nubiano^ 

Che  quel  llto  tenea,  novel/a  certa', 

Ma  tenerji  di  fopra  si  lontano^ 

Che  nonfojfe  acre  la  difcefa^  ed  e>  ta, 

Metterft  in  terra^  e  ritornare  al  dritto 

A  dar  foccorfo  al  fuo  pcpolo  afflitto* 

78. 

Ma  ilfuofiero  deJUn^  che  non  rifyonde 
A  quel  la  intension  provida,  e  faggia, 
Vuol^  che  Farmata,  che  nacque  di  fronde 
Miracolofamente  ne  la  fpiaggia. 
E  vien  folcando  in  verfo  Francia  I'onde, 
Con  quejia  ad  incontrar  di  notte  i'aggiat 
Anubilofo  tempo,  ofcuro,  e  trifto, 
P'erchefia  inpiu  di  for  dine  fprovi/lo. 

79' 

I\'on  ha  avuto  dgramante  ancor  a  fpiffy 
Cti1  Ajiolfo  rnandi  una  armata  si  grojja^ 
N^  creduto  anco  a  chi  'IdiceJJe  avria^ 
Che  cento  navi  un  ramufcelfar  pojfa: 
E  vienfenza*temer,  ch'iniornojia 
Chi  contra  lui<  s'ardifca  difar  mojfa^ 
RTepone  guardic,  novelette  ingabbia^ 
Che  di  ciOj  chejifcuopre^  avvifar  fablia. 


The  King  Marfilius,  who  was  in  great  fear, 
His  Spain  mufl  pay  the  forfeit  for  what's  pafs'd, 
And  that  the  tempeft  dreadfully  fevere 
Upon  his  realms  would  burft  out  at  the  lafty 
Lands  at  Valencia,  and,  with  mighty  care, 
Began  to  make  his  forts  and  caflles  faft, 
And  to  prepare  for  war,  which,  in  the  end,_ 
Prov'd  to  his  ruin,  and  of  each  his  friend. 

75- 

Tow'rds  Afric  Agramante  hoifls  his  fails, 
Of  (hips  ill  arm'd,.  and  fcarce  does  men  retain, 
Too  full  of  fuch,  who  each  with  plaint  bewails, 
That  of  their  troops  three  fourths  in  France  remain  r 
One  at  the  King  as  proud,  one,  cruel,  rails, 
One,  mad,  and  as  in  fuch  cafe  is  the  ftrain, 
In  their  own  breafts  ill  will  all  to  him  bear  ; 
But  quiet  ftand  by  force,  as  him  they  fear. 

76. 

^t  two  or  three  fometimes  their  lips  difclofe, 
"Who  to  each  other  trull  in  amity, 
And  their  refentment  vent,  and  raging  woes, 
While  wretched  Agramant  thinks  certainly 
That  each  one  bears  him  love,  and  pity  fhows  : 
And  this  falls  out,  by  reafon  he  don't  iec, 
Ever  but  vifage  feign 'd,  and  ne'er  does  hear, 
Save  flattery,  lies,  and  fraud,  to  footh  his  ear. 

77- 

The  King  of  Africa  had  an  intent, 
Within  Biferta's  haven  not  to  land  ; 
For  that  this  more  the  Nubian  armament 
Poflefs'd,  he  certainly  did  underftand  : 
But  to  keep  up,  far  off,  where  his  defcent 
Might  not  be  marp,  or  on  a  defart  ftrand, 
To  difembark,  and  to  the  right  return, 
And  give  his  people  aid,  in  grief  forlorn. 

78. 

But  his  fierce  deftiny,  which  won't  allow 
This  his  intention  provident,  difcreet, 
WilTd,  that  th'  armada,  which  from  leaves  did  grow, 
Upon  the  fea,  by  miracle  fo  great, 
And  voyaging  tow'rds France  the  waves  does  plough, 
With  this  by  night  mould  be  ordain'd  to  meet, 
In  feafon  -bad,  obfcure  with  clouds  and  rain, 
To  be  in  moA-  diforder,  and  unguarded  ta'en. 

79- 

Agramant  had  not  yet  intelligence, 
That  fuch  vaft  fleet  Aftolf  had  there  convey'd  : 
Nor,  to  whom  told  him,  wonld  belief  difpenfe ; 
An  hundred  (hips  could  from  one  bough  be  made, 
And  fearlefs  comes,  that,  round- there,  with  offence, 
Any  would  be  fo  bold  him  to  invade  : 
Nor  plnc'd  he  guard,  or  on  deck  centinel, 
Who,  of  what  be  difcover'd,  him  might  tell. 
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Si  che  I  r.avili)  che  d' 'AJlolfo  avuti 
Avea  Dudon,  di  buona  gente  armait, 
E  che  la  fera.avean  quejli  veduti^ 
Ed  a  la  volta  lor  ieran  drizzati  j 
AJJaliro  i  nimici  fprovedutit 
-Gittaro  i  ferri,  e  fonfi  ineatenati  j 
Poi  cb' a  I  parlor  certificati  foroy 
Cb'erano  Mori,  ed  inimici  loro. 

81. 

We  Farrivar,  che  i  gran  navili  fennoy 
Spirando  ilvento  a  kr  defir  fecondoy 
Ne  i  Saracin  con  tale  impeto  denno^ 
•Che  molti  legni  ne  cacciaro  al  fondo  ; 
Poi  cominciaro  d  oprar  le  mani,  e  il  fenno\ 
£  ferrO)  efocc,  e  fajji  di  gran  pondo 
Tirar  con  tanta,  e  si  fiera  tempej?ay 
Che  mai  non  ebbe  il  mar  fimile  a  que/fa. 

82. 

ghiei  di  Dttdone,  a  cut  pojfinza,  e  ardir* 
Piii  del  folito  lor  data  e  di  fopra^ 
(Che  venuto  era  il  tempo  di  punire 
I  Saracin  di  piu  d'una  maFopra) 
Sanno  apprej/o,  e  Ionian  ii  ben  ferire^ 
•Che  non  trova  Agramante  ove  fi  copra. 
•Gli  cade  fopra  nn  nembo  di  faette, 
Da  lata  ha  fpadet  e  graffi,  e  piabe,  e  atcette* 

8.3- 

D'alto  coder  fente  gran  fajji^  e  gravi 
Da  mac  chine  cacciati^  e  da  tormenti  ; 
E  prore,  e  poppe  fracajjar  di  navi^ 
Ed  aprire  itjci  a  I  mar  larghi,  e  patenti ; 
E'l  maggior  danno  e  degFincendi  prsiviy 
A  nafcer  prejli,  ad  ammorzarfi  lenti. 
La  sfortunata  ciurrna  ft  vuol  torre 
Del  gran  periglioy  e  via  piu  ogrfor  vi  corre. 

Altri)  cheM ferro^  e  finimico  caccia^ 
Nel  mar  fi  getta,  trnfaffoga,  f  re/fa. 
Ahri^  che  move  a  tempo  piedi^  e  bruccia^ 
Va  per  falvarji,  o  in  quclla  barca,  o  in  qitejia  , 
Ma  quella^  grave  nitre  il  dover,  lo  fcaaUi9 
E  la  man,  per  falir^  troppo  -mohjia^ 
fa  reflare  attaccata  ne  la  fponda  ; 
Ritorna  il  bujlo  a  far  fanguigna  fonda. 

85. 

Altri)  che  fpera  in  mar  falvar  la  vita+ 
O  perderhvi  almen  con  minor  pena  i 
Psi  che  notando  non  ntrova  aita9 
E  mancar  fentt  I'animo^  e  la  lena^ 
A  la  vora ce  fiamma,  c'  ha  fuggita^ 
i,a  tema  di  annegarji  anco  rimene: 
S'abbraccia  sun  leg  no ,  c  b'ar  deeper  timer  t 
Gha  di  due  mart  i,  in  amdefe  ne  more. 


80. 


rSo  that  the  fliips,  Aflolfo  did  provide 
For  Dudon,  with  brave  men  in  arm'd  array, 
And,  in  the  night  time,  had  thefe  people  fpy'd, 
And  towards  them  fometime  had  made  their  way. 
Aflault  the  foe,  who  had  not  them  defcry'd, 
Their  grappling  chains  and  irons  they  convey, 
Soon  as,  by  fpeech,  they  are  in  certainty, 
'That  thefe  the  Moors  were,  and  their  enemv, 

81. 

Soon  as  the  largeft  veflels  do  arrive, 
Then  blowing,  to  their  wifh,  propitious  blafl, 
Againft  the  Pagans,  with  fuch  force,  they  drive, 
'That  many  barks  they  to  the  bottom  caft  : 
Then  they  their  works,  with  hand  and  {kill  contrive, 
And  ir'n,  and  fire,  and  ftones  of  burthen  vaft, 
With  fuch  great  temped,  and  fo  fierce  'gan  throw, 
'That  like  to  this  the  fea  could  never  fhow. 

82. 

Dudon's  men,  to  whom  bravery  and  might, 
'Greater  than  ufual,  was  by  heav'n  decreed, 
(For  the  time's  come,  when  punifhment  muft  light 
On  th'  Saracins,  for  many'  an  evil  deed) 
So  well,  both  near  and  diftant,  knew  to  fmite, 
That  Agramant  can't  find  where  to  recede  : 
A  fhow'r  of  arrows  fall  upon  their  heads, 
On  ev'ry  fide,  hatchets,  pikes,  hooks,  and  blade?. 

S3- 

He  finds  the  pond'rous  -(tones  fall'  from  on  high, 
"Projected  from  their  dire  machinery, 
The  veflels  fhatt'ring  'fore  and  aft  thereby, 
And  entrance  large  and  wide  made  for  the  fea, 
And  from  the  cruel  flames  more  injury, 
Ready  to  catch,  flow  to  extinguifn'd  be  ; 
The  wretched  crew,  who  from  this  danger  rail 
Would  fly  away,  into  it  fwifter  hafte. 

«* 

'Some  one,  whom  drives  the  weapon  of  the  foe, 
I>eaps  to  fhe  fea,  and  there  he  drowned  lies : 
Other,  wcll-lkiU'd  his  feet  and  arms  to  throw, 
To  one  and  t'  other  bark  for  fafety  flies ; 
But,  they  frill  force 'him  off,  o'erloaded  fo, 
And  the  hands,  too  importunate  to  rife, 
They  caufe  remain  attach'd  unto  the  fide,       C^y'd. 
The  buft  returns,  by  which  with  blood  the  waves  are 

85. 

Other  to  fove  his  life  i'  th'  fea  inclm'd, 
Or  elfe  at  leaft  to  lofe  it  with  lefs  pain, 
'Seeing,  from  fwimming  he  no  aid  can  find, 
And  breath  and  fpirits  can  no  more  maintain, 
To  the  voracious  'flames,  he  left  behind, 
The  fear  of  drowning  brings  him  back  agnin, 
Clings  to  a  burning  fhip ;  and,  from  the  dre.id 
He  has  of  either  death,  by  both  is  dead. 
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Altri.  per  tema  di  fpiedo,  o  d'accettay 
Che  vede  apprejjo,  al  mar  ricorre  in  vans  ', 
Perche  dietro  gli  vien  pietra,  o  faetta, 
Che  nan  lo  lafcia  andar  troppo  lontano. 
Ma  f aria  forfey  mentre  che  diietta 
11  mio  cantor,  conjiglio  utile,  efano 
Di  fnirlopiu  to/fa,  che  /eguire 
Tanto,  che  vannoiajfe  il  troppo  dire. 


86. 


Other,  of  hatchets  and  of  fpears  in  fright, 
Which  he  fees  near,  runs  to  the  iea,  in  vain, 
As  ftones  and  arrows  after  him  make  flight, 
Which  would  not  fufFer  him  much  difhmce  gain. 
But  it  may  be,  perhaps,  while  does  delight 
My  canto,  counfel  requifite  and  fane, 
Rather  to  finifh  it,  than  to  purfue, 
Until,  by  too  much  talk,  I  weary  you.  H. 


CANTO    XL. 


i. 

"f  Ungo '  farelbe-,  fe  I  diver fi  cofi 
•*-— t   I'olejjl  dlr  di  quel  naval  conflitto  ; 
E  raccontarlo  a  voi,  mi  parria  quaftt 
Magnanimo  figlincl  d ' Ercole  invilto, 
For  tar,  come  ft  dice,  a  Samo  vafi, 
Notlole  a  Attene,  e  <occodrilli  a  Egitto  \ 
Che,  quant  o  per  ndita  io  ve  ne  par/oy 
Signer,  mirafte,  e  fefte  altrui  mirark. 

2. 

Elbe  lungo  fpcttacolo  il  fedcle 
Vojlro  popol  la  notte,  e'ldi,  cheJJcttet 
Come  in  teatro,  Finiltncbt  vele 
Miranda  in  Po  tra  ferry,  e  foco  ajtrette. 
Che  gridi  udir  ft  pcj/ano,  e  qtierele, 
Ch'onde  vcder  di  fangue  itmano  infette  ; 
Per  quanti  modi  in  tal  pugna  fi  mora, 
Vedefle,  e  a  mold  il  dimoflrajie  allora. 

3- 

Nal  vidi  io  gia,  ch'era  fei  giorni  innanti^ 
Mutando  ogn'ora  alt  re  iietture,  corfo 
Con  molta  fretta,  e  molta,  a  i  piedi  fanti 
Del  gran  Paftore  a  domandar  foe  corfo. 
Poi  nc  cavalii  bifognar,  ne  fanti  j 
Ch'intanto  al  Leon  d'or  I'artiglio,  e'l  morfo 
Fu  da  voi  rotto  si,  che  piu  molejlo 
Non  I  bo  fentito  da  quel  giorno  a  quejlo. 

Ma  Alfonfin  Trotto,  il  qual  fi  trovo  in  fatto9 
Annibal,  e  Pier  Moro,  e  Afranio,  e  Alberto^ 
E  tre  Ariojli,  e  il  Eagno,  e  il  Zerbinatto 
Tanto  me  ne  contar,  ch'io  ne  fui  certo. 
Me  ne  chiarir  poi  le  bandiere  affatto, 
Vijione  al  tempio  d  gran  numero  offerto  $ 
E  qttindici  galee,  ch'a  quefte  rive 
Con  mille  legnrjlar  vidi  captive, 
VOL,  IL 


LONG  would  it  be,  if  each  chance  different 
I  of  this  naval  conflict  fhould  relate, 
And  were  to  you  to  tell  it  my  intent, 
Of  Hercules  renown'd,  O  offspring  great  ! 
'Twere,  as  they  fay,  veflels  to  Satnos  fent, 
To  Athens,  owls,  croc'diles  to  Egypt's  flate  ; 
Since  as  I  fpeak  from  what,  by  fame,  I've  known, 
The  fame,  my  Lord,  you've  feen,  the  fame  to  others 
2.  FJhown. 

Long  time  wi'  th'  object  did  their  fight  regale 
Your  faithful  people,  night  and  day,  who  ftood, 
And  as  in  theatre  each  hoftile  fail, 
By  fword  and  fire  in  Po  environ'd  view'd  : 
Your  ears,  cries  and  complaints  did  much  aflail, 
Your  eyes,  the  waters  fta'm'd  with  human  blood, 
What  different  ways  men  in  fuch  fight  are  (lain, 
You  faw,  and  fhow'd  yourfelf  to  others  then. 

I  faw  it  not,  who  fix  days  before  that, 
Changing  each  hour  my  carriage,  convey'd 
Myfeff,  with  no  fmall  hafte,  to  th'  holy  feet 
Of  our  great  Shepherd,  to  demand  his  aid  : 
After,  nor  horfe  nor  foot  were  requifite, 
For  that  the  golden  lion  you  difmayM, 
His  fangs  and  clavys  fo  broke,  they  can't  moled, 
Nor,  from  that  time  to  this,  difturb  our  reft. 

4- 

But  Alfons  Trotto,  he  who  was  thereat, 
Annibal,  Peter  Moor,  Afranio, 
Three  Ariofto's,  Bagno,  Zerbinate, 
Albert  told  me  fo  much,  I  all  did  know  ; 
'The  banners  then  fhow'd  me,  and  off 'rings  great, 
Which  in  vaft  numbers  to  the  Temple  go, 
And  fifteen  gallies  which  i'  th'  river  lay, 
I,  captive,  did,  with  thoufand  {hips  furvey. 

O  o  <  j 
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££/  T;K&  quegfitwfndi,  c  quei  naufragi, 
Le  tante  ucci/ioni,  e  s)  diverfe, 
Che  vendicando  i  nc/lri  arfi  palagi, 
Fin  che  fu  prefo  ogni  navilio,  ferfe  ; 
Potra  veder  le  morti  anco,  e  i  difagi, 
Che' I  mifer  popol  d' Africa  faff  erf  e 
Col  Re  Agramante  in  mezzo  Vondc  falfe 
La  four  a  notte;  che  Dudon  l'aj/a(/l\ 

6. 

Era  la  notte,  e  nonfi  vedea  lume, 
Quando  s'incominciar  Fafpre  contefc  ; 
l\la  poi  che'l  zolfo,  e  la  pcce,  e'l  bitume 
Sparfo  in  gran  copia,  ha  prore,  e  fponde  accefe  ; 
E  la  vorace  fiamma  arde,  e  confume 
Le  navi,  c  le  galee  poco  difefe  ; 
S)  chiaramente  ogn'ttnji  vedea.  intorno, 
Che  la  notte  parea  mutata  in  giorno. 

7- 

Onde  Agramante,  che  per  laer  fcuro 
Non  avea  Vinimico  in  st  granjlima, 
Ne  aver  contra/to  Ji  credca  st  duro, 
Che  rejtftendo  aljin  non  lo  reprimj  ,• 
Poi  che  rimojje  le  tenebre  fnro, 
E  vide  quel,  che  non  credeva  in  pr'nna  ,- 
Che  le  navi  nimiche  eran  due  tante, 
Fece  penfter  diverfo  a  quel  d'avante. 

8. 

Smonta  con  pochi,  ove  in  //?/  lieve  barca 
Ha  Brigliadoro,  e  taltre  cofe  care, 
Tra  legno,  e  legno  tacitnrno  -varca, 
Fin  che  Ji  trova  in  p'ittficuro  mare, 
Da'fuoi  Ionian,  che  Dndon  preme,  t  carcay 
E  mena  a  condizioni  acre,  ed  amare. 
Gii  arde  ilfoco,  il  mar  forbe,  il  ferro  ftrugge  : 
Egli,  che  n'e  cagion,  via  fe  nefugge. 

9> 

Fitgge  Agramante,  ed  ha  con  lui  Sobrino, 

Con  cuiji  duol  di  non  gli  aver  credit  to, 

Qtando  previde  con  occhio  divine, 

£'/  mal gli  annunzio,  c'ior  gli  e  venuto. 

Ma  torniamo  ad  Orlando  Paladino, 

Chi  prima,  che  Biferta  abbia  altro  aiuto, 

Configlia.  Ajlolfo,  ens  la  getti  in  terra, 

5}  che  a  Franci.i  mai  piu  non  faccia  guerra. 

10. 

E  co-si  fit  pid)blicamente  detto, 
Che'i  campff  in  arine  al  terzo  di  Jia  inflrutto. 
Alolti  navili  AJlolfo  a  q-.icfio  effetto 
Tcnuti  avea,  ne  Dndon  rfebbe  il  tittto  ; 
J)^'  quai  diede  il  governs  a  Sanfonctto, 
Si  buon  guerrier  al  mar,  come  h  Vafciutto, 
E  quelfi  pofe  in  su  I'ancore  forto 
Contra  Biferta  tin  miglio  apprejfc  al porto. 


Who  faw  thofe  fliipwrecks,  and  each  flaming  blaft, 

So  many  fiaughters  and  fo  various, 

Which  in  revenge  for  palaces,  which  blaz'd  ; 

'Till  every  ihip  was  taken,  broke  out  thus, 

May  alfo  gnefs  the  deaths  and  dangers  vaft, 

Which  Afric's  wretched  people  undergoes, 

With  Agramant  amid  the  briny  wave 

That  night  obfcure,  th'  aflauit  when  Dudon  gave. 

6. 

'Twas  night,  nor  did  there  any  light  appear, 
When  this  fliarp  cruel  contefl  firft  began ; 
But  when  the  fulphur,  and  the  pitch,  and  tar, 
Full  fraught  with  fire  the  prows  and  fides-had  ta'erj,. 
And  the  flames  burn,  confume  with  deadly  glare 
G allies  and  fhips,  which  void  of  help  remain  ; 
So  clearly  all  around  you  might  furvey, 
The  night  appear'd  transformed  into  day. 

7- 

Whence  Agramant,  who  thro'  the  dufky  air 
Did  not  efteem  the  enemy  fo  great, 
Nor  thought  to  have  a  conflict  fo  fevere, 
Which  by  refilling  he  could  not  defeat ; 
When  thus  the  Ihades  obfcure  removed  were, 
And  that  he  faw,  what  h'  'ad  not  thought  as  yet, 
That  th'  hoftile  fhips  were  full  as  many  more, 
He  chang'd  the  fentiments  he  had  before. 

8. 

With  few  defcends  t'  a  lighter  veflel,  where 
Brigliador,  and  ibme  things  of  value  lay, 
And  filently  'twixt  fliip  and  fhip  does  ileer, 
Till  he  had  got  into  a  fafer  fea, 
Far  from  his  men,  who  now  by  Dudon  were 
Prefs'd,  harrafs'd,  and  reduc'd,  in  defp'rate  way  : 
The  fea  o'erwhelms,  fire  burns  them,  fword  does  flay, 
And  he,  who  caus'd  thefe  evils,  fteals  away. 

9- 

•Agramant  flies,  and  has  with  him  Sobrin, 
With  whom  he  grieves,  he  did  no  credence  give, 
When  he  forefaw,  as  with  an  eye  divine, 
And  told  the  ills  which  did  to  him  arrive  : 
But  turn  we  to  Orland  the  Paladin, 
\Vho,  ere  Biferta  fhould  more  aid  receive, 
Counfels  Aftolfo  fo  it  to  deflroy, 
That  it  no  more  fhould  France  with  war  annoy. 

10. 

And  fo  'twas  publickly  proclaim'd  throughout, 
The  camp  in  arms  on  the  third  day  fhould  meet, 
For  which  Aflolfo  many  fhips  had  got 
Ready,  for  Dudon  had  not  the  whole  fleet ; 
Command  of  which  he  gave  to  th'  warrior  flout, 
As  well  on  fea  as  on  land,  Sanfonet, 
And  he  fo  order 'd,  they  their  anchors  weigh'd, 
And  'gainft  Biferta's  port  a  thoufand  fhips  convey'd. 

1 1. 
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'Come  veri  Crijlianl  Ajiolfo,  e  Orlando, 
Che  fenza  Dio  non  vanno  a  rifchio  alcuno- 
Ne  ? ejfirclto  fan  pubblico  bando, 
Che  fieno  orazion  fatte,  e  digiuno, 
E  che  ft  trovi  ilterzo  g 'tor  no,  quando 
Si  dara  il  fegno,  apparecchiato  ognuno 
Per  efpugnar  Biferta,  che  data  hanno, 
Vinta  che  s'abbia,  a  foco,  e  a  faccomanno. 

12. 

E  cou,  poi  che  k  aftinenze,  e  i  vcti, 
Devotamente  celebrati  foro ; 
Parent!,  amid,  e  gli  cltri  infeeme  notl 
Si  cominciaro  a  convitar  tra  Ioro. 
Dato  rejtauro  a  corpi  efaujti,  e  voti 
Abbracdandife  infieme  lagrimoro, 
7ra  Ioro  vfando  i  modi,  e  le  parol?, 
•Che  Ira  i  piu  cari  al  dipartir  fefuole, 

13. 

Dentro  a  Biferta  i  Sacerdoti  fanti 
Supplicandocol  popch  dilcnte, 
Battonfe  il  petto,  e  condirotti  pianti 
Chiamano  il  l-.r  Macon,  che  nulla  feuta. 
^uante  vigilie,  quante  ojferte,  quantl 
J)oni  promeffi  fen  prlvatamente  ; 
Quantl  inpubLlico  tempU,  efeatue,  e  alt  art, 
Memi/iia  eteina  de'lor  cafe amari, 

14. 

£,  poi  che  dal  Cadi  fu  benedetto^ 
Prefe  il  popolo  far  me,  e  tor  no  al  muro. 
Ancor  giacea  col  fuo  Titon  net  letto 
La  bella  Aurora,  ed  era  il  dele  cfcnro  ; 
Quando  AJlolfo  da  un  canto,  e  Sanfonetto 
Da  un'altro,  armati  a  gli  ordini  lor  furo  : 
E,  poi  chelfegno,  che  die  il  Contf,  udir.at 
Biferta  con  grande  impcto  aj/aliro. 

15. 

Avea  Biferta,  da  duo  cant  I  il  mart, 
Scdea  da  gli  altri  duo  nellito  af^utio  ; 
•Con  fabbriea  eccellsnte,  e  fingolare 
Fu  anticamente  il  fuo  muro  coferutto  : 
Poco  altro  ha.,  che  i'aiuti,  o  la  ripare  ; 
Che  poi,  che' I  Re  Branzardi  fu  ridutto 
Dentro  da  quella,  pschi  majlri,  e  poco 
Pote  aver  tempo  a  riparare  il  loco. 

16. 

Afeolfo  da  raj/unto  al  Re  dS  Ncri, 
Che  faccia  a  merit  tanto  nocnmento 
Con  falxriche,  fionde,  e  con  arcleri, 
Che  levi  d\iffacciarfe  ogni  ardimentot 
Si  che  puffin  pcdoni,  e  cavalier  i 
Fin  fotto  la  muraglia  a  falvamento  ; 
Che  vcngon  tin  di  pietre,  e  chi  di  tra-vi, 
CJji  d  aj?e,  e  cbi  d'altra  water ia  gravi.     . 


II. 

Adolfo  and  Orland,  like  Chridians  true, 

"Who  never  without  God  for  rifk  prepare, 

A  publick  edift  make  the  army  thro' 

That  they  fhould  them  addrefs  to  fad  and  pray'r  ; 

And  the  third  day,  as  foon  as  e'er  they  knew 

The  fignal  made,  fhould  ev'ry  one  appear 

To  dorm  Biferta  ;  which  fliould  given  be, 

When  conquered,  to  fire  and  plunder  free. 

12. 

And  fo  when  thus  their  abdinence  and  pray'r 
They  now  devoutly  celebrated  had, 
Relations,  friends,  acquaintance,  all  prepare, 
That  invitations  were  on  all  fides  made  ; 
Their  famifh'd  empty  bodies  they  repair, 
And  each  embrace  the  other,  weeping,  fad; 
Such  cudoms  us'd  they,  fuch  words  did  they  fay, 
As  amongd  deared  friends  at  parting  is  the  way. 

13. 

"Within  Biferta  the  priefts  reverent 
Made  fupplication,  with  the  people  griev'd, 
And  beat  their  breads,  and  with  their  fad  complaint 
Call'd  on  their  Mahomet,  who  nought  perceiv'd  ; 
What  fadings,  off'rings,  promis'd  to  their  Saint, 
What  gifts  he  from  their  private  vows  receiv'd  ; 
Their  publick,  temples,  datues,  altars,  were, 
Eternal  mem'ry  of  their  cafe  fevere. 

14. 

And  now  by  th'  Cadi  blefs'd  and  comforted, 
The  people  tirm,  and  to  the  wall  repair : 
As  yet  remain'd  with  her  Tithon  in  bed 
The  fair  Aurora,  dark  the  heavens  were, 
When  on  one  fide  Adolf,  on  t'other  had 
,Sans'net,  his  men  arm'd,  drawn  up  for  the  war; 
And  when  they  heard  the  fignal  the  Count  made, 
JJiferta  with  an  olifet  "fierce  invade. 

15. 

The  fea  round  two  fides  of  Biferta  went, 
Dry  (bore  did  beneath  t'other  two  appear ; 
It's  walls  with  fabrick  mod  magnificent, 
In  age  far  hence  remote,  condrudled  were  ; 
But  little  other  drengfh,  or  battlement, 
It  had,  for  after  King  Branzardo  there 
Defeated  was,  few  engineers,  and  fmall 
TJme  could  they  have  well  to  repair  the  wall. 

1 6, 

Aftolfo  gives  the  charge  to  th'  Nubian  King, 
To  th'  battlements  to  do  fuch  injury 
With  archers,  many  a  javelin,  many  a  fling, 
That  to  look  out  they  might  not  daring  be ; 
So  that  he  then  his  foot  and  horfe  might  bring 
Under  the  ramparts  with  fecurity, 
Who  were  to  come  loaded  with  timbers  great, 
With  flones,  and-planks,  and  other  things  of  weight; 
Oo   2  i^. 
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Che  f err o?  efoco,  e  merit,  e  tctti  grai/i 
Cader  facendo  a  guifa  di  tempejle, 


e  chi  quell'altra  getta 
Dentro  a  la  fojja,  e  vien  di  mono  in  mono  j. 
Di  cui  facqua  il  di  innanzi  fu  intcrcctia 
Si,  che  in  piii  parts  Ji  fcopria  il  pantano. 
Ella  fu  piena  ed  atturata  in  fretta, 
E  fatto  uguale  inftn'almuroil  piano. 
Jlftolfo,  Orlando,  ed  Olivier  pr  occur  a 
Di  far  falir  i  fanti  in  su  le  mura. 

1 8. 

/  Nubi  d'ognl  indugio  impazienti, 
Da  la  fperanza  del  guadagno  tratti^ 
Non  mirando  a'  pencoli  imminenti, 
Coperti  da  tejhiggini,  e  da  gatli, 
Con  arietiy  e  loro  altri  iflrumenti 
A  forar  torri,  e  porte  romper  e  atti  ', 
To/to  Ji  fero  a  la  citta  vicini, 
N*  toovaro  fprovi/ii  i  Saracini  i 

I9. 
Che 
Gat 

Per  forza  aprian  le  tavole,  e  le  travi 
DC  le  macchine,  in  lor  danno  contejie, 
Ne  I  aria  ofcitra,  e  ne  i  principi  pravi 
Molto  patir  le  battezzate  tejie  : 
jlln  poi  ch-:yl  Sol  ufci  dsl  riao  clbergct. 
Vdio  For  tuna  a  i  Sar  acini  il  tergo. 

20. 

Da  tutti  i  canti  rinforzar  FaJJalto 
Fe  HConte  Orlando  e  da  mare,  e  da.  t errs* 
Sanfonetto,  ch'avea  Format  a  in  alto, 
Entro  nel  porto,  e  s'acco/lo  a  la  terra  ; 
£  con  frombe,  e  con  archi  facea  d'aL'o^ 
E  ccn  vari  tormenti,  cjlrema  gnerra  ; 
E  facea  infieme  efpedir  lance,  e  fcaler 
Ogni  apparecchio,  e  munizion  navale.. 

21. 

Facea  Olivier o,  Orlandi,  e  Brandimarte, 
E  qt.'el,  che  fu  si.  dianzi  in  aria  ardito, 
s?fpra,  e  fiera  battaglia  da  la  parte, 
Che  lungi  a  I  mare  era  piit  deniro  a  I  lito.. 
Ciafcun  d'ejji  venia  con  una  parte 
De  Po/le,  che  s'avean  quadripartite, 
^ualc  a  mur,  qualt  a  poite,  e  quale  altrcue^. 
Tutti  davan  di  fe  lutide  prove. 

22. 

//  valor  di  ciafcun  meglio  Ji  puote 
fader  con,  che  fe  f offer  confuji ; 
Chi  Jia  degno  di  premio  ;  e  chi  di  note, 
jtfppare  innanzi  a  mille  occhi  non  chiuji. 
'Icrri  di  hgno  trannofi  con  rote, 
E  gli  elefanti  cltre  ne  portano  ufi, 
Che  su  lor  doffi  cosi  in  alto  vanno, 
Che  i  mtrli '  fotio  a  molto  fpazio  Jlanno, 


Some  this  thing,  and  fome  that,  into  the  fofs 
Do  caft  apace,  and  ftill  fucceifive  go ; 
For  thence,  the  day  before,  the  water  was 
Cut  off,  that  many  parts  the  flime  did  {how ; 
Now  it  was  quickly  filled  up  and  clofe, 
High  as  the  plain  to  th'  wall,  it  mounted  fo  r 
Aftolf,  Orland,  and  Olivier  attend 
To  make  the  infantry  the  wall  afcend. 

18. 

The  Nubians  of  delay  impatient, 
With  hope  of  gaining  it  now  forward  led, 
Without  regarding  dangers  imminent, 
Cover'd  with  ihield,  in  form  of  tortoiie  made ; 
With  batt'ring  ram,  and  fuch  like  inftrument, 
To  force  the  tow'rs,  and  break  the  gates  eflay'd,. 
Approaching  fiercely  to  the  city  near, 
And  found  the  Saracins  provided  were. 

19. 

Who  darts,  fire,  battlements,  roofs  ponderous, 
Calling  down  on  them  like  a  tempeft  dread, 
Their  planks  and  beams  by  their  force  open  throws, 
Of  the  machine,  which  for  their  hurt  was  made. 
In  th'  air  obfcure,  and  onfet  dangerous 
Much  evil  did  endure  each  Chriflian  head ; 
But  when  the  Sun  from  his  rich  palace  rofe, 
Unto  the  Saracins  her  back  dire  Fortune  (hows, 

20. 

His  forces  to  attack  on  all  fides  fet 
The  Count  Orlando,  both  by  fea  and  land  ; 
Sanfonet,  who  at  fea  now  had  the  fleet, 
Enters  the  port,,  and  bears  up  to  the  ftrand, 
And  with  flings,  bows,  and  other  engines  fit, 
From  the  high  mafts  emits  deilruclion  grand ; 
At  the  fams  time  with  ladders  them  fupplies, 
Lances,  and  all  warlike  conveniencies. 

21. 

Orlando,  Brandimart,  and  Olivier, 
And  he  who  was  fo  bold  i'  th'  air  before, 
In  that  part  made  a  conflict  (harp,  fevere, 
Which  far  from  fea  lay  more  within  the  fhore. 
And  each  of  them  came  forward  with  their  fhare. 
O'  th'  army,  which  divided  was  in  four  : 
Some  at  the  wall,  fome  gates,  all  every  way, 
Did  of  their  courage  fhining  proofs  difplay. 

22. 

Thus  each  one's  valour  better  might  be  feen, 
Than  if  confus'd  they  all  together  were, 
Who,  worthy  of  reward,  who,  blame,  had  been, 
To  thoufand  watchful  eyes  might  thus  appear  : 
Towers  of  wood  with  wheels  they  forward  train,. 
And  others,  elephants  were  us'd  to  bear, 
Which  on  their  backs  fo  very  high  did  go, 
The  battlements  feem'd  a  vail  depth  below. 

23- 
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Vien  Brandimarte,  e  pan  lafcola  a1  muriy 
Efale,  e  difalire  altri  conforta. 
Lofeguon  molti  intrepidi,  e  ficuri, 
Cbenonpuodubitar,  cbi  Tba  infuafcurta. 
Non  e  chi  miri,  o  cbi  mirarji  curi, 
Se  quellafcala  il  gran  pefo  cowporta. 
Sol  Brandimarte  a  gl  'inimici  attende, 
Pugnando  fale,  e  alfine  un  merlo  prende> 

.,   2f. 
E  con  mano,  e  con  pie  quivi  3>aitacca : 

Salta  su  i  merli,  e  mena  il  brando  in  volta, 
Una,  river  fa,  e  fende,  efora,  e  ammaccat 
E  dife  mojlra  efperienza  molt  a: 
Ma  tutto  a  un  tempo  la  fcala  fi  fiacca^ 
Che  troppafoma,   e  di Jape rchio  ha  tolta  : 
E,  fuor  che  Brandimarte,  giu  net  fojjb 
Vannofozzopra^  Puno  a  Faliro  addofio. 

25. 

Per  do  nsn  pcrde  il  cavalier  /'  ardire* 
Ne  pen/a  riportare  addietro  il  piede, 
Benche  a'e'fuoi  non  vede  alcun  Jeguire, 
Benc'ie  berzaglio  a  la  citta  fi  vede. 
Pregavan  molti,  e  non  volfe  egli  udire^ 
Che  ritcrnaffe,  ma  dentro  fi  dicde* 
Dico,  che  giii  m  la  citta  d'un  falto 
Dalmuro  entro,  che  trenta  btaccia  era  alto. 

26. 

Come  trruato  aveffe  o  piume,.  o  faglia, 
PreJJe  il  duro  terrenfenza  ahun  danno: 
E  quei,  c  ba  intorno,  affrafpa,  e  fora,  e  taglia, 
Come  s'affrappa,  e  fora,  e  taglia  il  panno. 
Or  contra  quejii,  or  contra  qin  iji fcagiia^ 
E  qtttlU,  e  quefti  in  fuga  fe  ne  vanno. 
Penfuno  quci  difucr,  cbe  I'kan  veduto 
Dentro  faltar ,  che  tar  do  fia  ogni  aiuto. 

27. 

Per  tutto  V  campo  alto  rumor  Ji  fpande 
Di  vote  in  voce,  e'!  mormorio,  e 'I  bisbiglio, 
La  vaga  Fama  intorno  fi  fa  grande, 
E  narra,  ed  accrefcendo  va  il  periglio: 
Ove  era  Orlando  (percbe  da  [iu  bnnde- 
Si  Java  ajjalto]  ove  d'Ottone  ilfi^lio, 
Ove  Olivier,  quella  vclando  vtnne 
Senza  pofar  mai  le  veloci  penne. 

28. 

£)uejliguerrieri,  e  piu  di  tutti  Orlando, , 
Ch'amano  Brandimarte,  e  I'banno 
Udendo,  che  fe  van  troppo  indugiando, 
Perderanno  un  compagno  cost  egregio  : 
Piglian  le  fcde,  e  qua  ,  e  la  montando, 
Mojirano  a  gara  animo  altiero,  e  regio^ 
Con  si  audace  fembiante,  e  si  gagliardo  : 
Cbe  i  nimiri  tremor  fan  ton  hfguarda*. 


23- 

Brandimart  comes,  the  ladder  to  the  wall 

Applies,  mcfcms,  th'  reft  to  mount  encourages ; 

Troops  follow  dauntlefs,  thoughtlefs  what  befal, 

They  ne'er  can  doubt,  when  he  their  leader  is. 

No  one  regarded,  no  one  thought  at  all 

To  fee,  if  th'  ladder  too  much  weight  did  prefs  :, 

Brandimart  on  the  foe  alone  intent, 

Mounts  fighting,  feiz'd  at  laft  the  battlement. 

24. 

And  with  his  hand  and  foot  he  holds  him  there, 
Leaps  on  the  walls,  and  round  he  wheels  his  blade,' 
Does  pufh,  o'erturn,  cut  thro',  and  ftab,  and  tear,. 
And  him  a  warrior  vers'd  in  arms  difplay'd  : 
But  now  the  ladder,  which  fuch  weight  did  bear, 
Breaks  all  at  once,  by  burden  on  it  laid,. 
And,  except  Brandimart,  together  all 
Down  to  the  fofs,  now  topfy-turvy  fall. 

25. 

For  this  the  knight  did  not  his  courage  lofe,. 
Nor  had  a  thought  thence  to  retire  a  foot, 
Tho'  he  no  follower  difcovers  clofe, 
Tho'  of  the  town  he  faw  himfclf  the  butt, 
Many  did  pray  (he  as  not  hearing  goes), 
That  he'd  return,  but  in  he  quickly  got ; 
I  fay,  into  the  city,  at  one  bound, 
Fro'  th'  wall  he  leap'd,  full  thirty  yards  from  ground. 

26. 

As  if  he  there  had  ftraw  or  feathers  found, 
On  the  hard  earth  does  without  harm  alight, 
And  beats,  ftabs,  cuts,  thofe  whom  he  has  around, 
As  cloth  is  beaten,  mark'd,  or  cut  downright ; 
Now  againft  thefe,  now  thofe,  does  forward  bound, 
And  thefe  and  thofe  now  take  to  hafty  flight ; 
They  thought  without,  who  him  had  now  furvey'd, 
Thus  leaping  in,  that  late  muft  prove  all  aid. 

27- 

Throughout  the  camp  vaft  rumour  does  dilate, 
From  voice  to  voice  murm 'rings  and  whifp 'rings  run, 
Fame  wand 'ring  round  herfelf  does  render  great, 
And  ftill  by  her  the  danger's  greater  fhewn. 
Where  was  Orlando  (for  amidft  the  heat 
Of  battle  he  attack 'd),  where  Otho's  fon, 
And  Oliviero  was,  this  flying  fame, 
Without  e'er  dropping  her  fwift  pinions,  came, 

28. 

Thefe  warriors,  and  Orland  above  them  all, 
WTho  Brandimarte  lov'd,  and  held  moft  dear, 
Hearing  if  they  delay  made  e'er  fo  fmall, 
They  a  companion  would  lofe  fo  rare  ; 
The  ladders  take,  and  emulous,  the  wall 
Mounting,  a  lofty,  princely  mind  declare  : 
,    sk  femblance  bold  fuch  courage  vuft  befpoke, 
That  their  foes  tremble  at  their  very  look. 

29, 
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29. 


29. 


Come  nel  tnar^  che  per  temp ejla  fr -erne t 
AJJ'aglion  I'acque  il  temerario  legno  ; 
Ch'or  da  la  prora,  or  da  le  parti  eftreme 
Cercano  entrar  conrabbia^  e  con  ijclegno't 
11  paJUdo  no:chier  fofpn  a,  e  geme^ 
Ch'aiutar  deve^  e  non  ha  cor,  ne  ingegno  ; 
Unonda  viene  al  fin^  ch'occupa  iltutto, 
£,  dove  quell  a  entroy  fegue  ogniflutto  i 

3°- 

Cos},  dappoi  cb'ebbono  prefi  i  murl 
Quefti  ire  primi,  fu  si  largo  ilpajjo, 
Che  g/i  altri  ormai  feguir  ponno  Jicurl  5 
Che  mille  fcale  hanno  fermate  albajjo. 
Aveano  intanto,  g/i  arieti  dun 
Rotto  in  piit  lochi,  e  con  si  gran  fracajjo^ 
•Che  fi  poteva  in  />/«,  che  in  una  parte 
'Soccorrer  I'animofo  Brandimarte. 

31. 

'Con  quel  furor  che' I  Re  de'fittnii  altero, 
£>uando  rompetal  volt  a  argini^  e  fponde^ 
E  che  ne  i  campi  Ocnei  s'apre  il  fentiero  ; 
E  i  grajji  fohhi,  e  le  biade  feconde^ 
E  con  le  fue  capanne  il  gregge  inter  j , 
E  co  i  cani  i  pajlor  poita  ne  Fonde  ; 
Guizzaf'o  i  J>ejci  a  gli  clmi  sit  la  citna9 
Ovt  Jo/tan  velar  gl:  augelli  in  prima  : 

32- 

Con  quel  furor  Fimpetuofa  -gente 
La->  dove  avea  inpiu  parti  il  muro  rot!oy 
Entro  col  f err  a,  e  con  la  face  ardente 
A  diftruggere  il  popol  mal  cond'Ato. 
OtnicidiO)  rapina,  e  man  inohnte 
Ntlfangue,  e  ne  I' aver,  trajje  di  botto 
La  ricca,  e  trionfal  cilia  a  ruir.a, 
Che  fu  di  tutta  /'  Africa  Regina. 

33- 

D  uomini  mortt  pieno  era  per  tutto  j 
E  de  le  innumerabili  ftrite 
Fatto  era  un  Jlagno  piu /euro,  e  piii  bruttv 
Di  qiie/y  che  cinge  la  citta  di  Dite. 
Di  cala  in  cafa  unJungo  incendio  indutto 
slrdca  palagi,  portici,  e  ntefcbite. 
Di  pianti,  e  d'urli,  e  di  battuti  petti 
Suonano  ivoti,  e  dtpredati  tetti. 

34- 

/  vincitcri  ufc i-r  de  le  funejle 

Porte,  vedeanji  di  gran  p 

Chi  con  lei  vaf.^  e  chi  con  ricche 

Chi  con  rapiti  argenti  a' Dei  vetufli, 

Chi  traea  i  figli^  e  chi  le  madri  me/ie. 

Fur  f alii  Jiupri^  e  mille  altri  atti  ingiujli^ 

De  i  quali  G;  lavdo  una  gran  parte  inteje, 

A£  /opoteviftar,  ne'l  Duca  IngUfe. 


As  ou.  the  fea  -with  tempeft  roaring  fierce, 
The  veflel  rafli  alliiils  the  angry  main, 
Which  now  the  prow,  now  at  the  part  adverfe, 
To  enter  ftrives,  with  ire  and  with  difdain, 
The  pilot  fighs,  and  groans,  and  pale  appears, 
Who  (hould  aflift,  but  heart  nor  fkill  remain ; 
One  wave  at  lafl  comes,  which  the  whole  does  take, 
And  all  quick  follow  on  where  that  did  break ; 

3°- 

So,  when  thefe  warriors  three  the  walls  had  ta'en, 
The  place  fo  very  large  was  where  they  pafs'd, 
The  reft  fecure  now  follow 'd  on  amain, 
Who  thoufand  ladders  at  the  foot  had  plac'd  ; 
Mean  time  th'  hard  batt'ring  rams  did  entrance  gain 
In  many'  a  place,  with  fuch  deflrucYion  vaft, 
"That  now  they  able  were  in  various  part, 
To  fuccour  the  courageous  Brandimart. 

31- 

"With  fuch  rage  as  does  th' river  King  infpire 
When  once  the  bounds  and  banks  he  down  has  torn, 
And  thro'  the  Ocnean  fields  opes  pafTage  dire, 
And  the  rich  furrows,  and  the  fertile  corn, 
And  with  their  cottages  the  flocks  entire, 
And  fhepherds  with  their  dogs  to  th'  wave  has  borne ; 
On  tops  of  lofty  elms  the  fillies  fport, 
Which  was  before  of  birds  the  known  refort. 

With  fuch  rage  did  th'  impetuous  fquadrons  there, 
Where  they  throughout  the  wall  fo  broken  had, 
With  fword  and  flaming  torches  forward  bear, 
To  kill  the  people  now  ill  ordered  ; 
Homicide,  rapine,  cruel  hands  appear 
Guilty  of  blood  and  plunder  ;  ruin  dread 
The  rich  triumphal  city  does  invade, 
Which  of  all  Africa  was  late  the  head. 

33- 

With  bodies  dead  was  cover'd  .o'er  the  ground, 
And  from  innumerable  wounds  did  flow 
A  lake  more  difmal,  dark,  and  more  embrown'd, 
Than  that  which  does  round  Pluto's  city  go : 
From  houfe  to  houfe  the  fire  does  fpread  around, 
And  palaces,  mofques,  porches,  overthrow : 
Of  plaints,  of  bowlings,  beaten  breafts,  the  found 
T"hro'  th'  empty  plunder'd  houfes  does  refound. 

34- 

The  victors  coming  forth  the  deadly  gate, 
With  heavy  .plunder  laden  do  appear, 
•Some  with  rich  vefts,  fome  vafes  of  great  weight, 
Some  filver  from  the  antient  gods  do  bear  ; 
Some,  fons,  fome,  mothers,  drag  in  mournful  flate  j 
Rapes,  thoufand  wicked  deeds  committed  were, 
Of  which,  tho'  notice  to  Orlund  was  fent, 
He,  nor  the  Englifh  Duke,  could  them  prevent. 


Canto  40. 
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35- 


Fu  Bucifar  de  I* Alga-zero  morto 
Con  ejfo  un  colpo  da  Olivier  gagliardo. 
Perduta  ogni  fperanza,  ogni  ccnforto^ 
S'uccife  di  fua  mono  il  Re  Branzardo 
Con  tre  ferite^  onde  man  di  corto . 
Fu  prefo  Folvo  dalDuca  del  Par  do. 
Quejli  eran  trer  ch'al  fuo  partir  lafciato 
Avea  Agramante  a  guardia  de  hjtato. 

S^. 

Agramante)  cbe  intanto  avea  deferta 
L'armata,  e  con  Sobrin  n'era  fuggito  ; 
Pianfe  da  lungi,  e  fofpiro  Biferta^ 
Veduto  si  gran  fiamma  order  iifllito. 
Poi  pit}  eTappreflo  ebbe  novella  certa, 
Come  de  la  fua  terra  il  cafo  era  it  a; 
E  d"uccider  fejleffb  in  penfurvenney 
E  lo  faceay  ma  il  Re  Sobrin  lo  tenne. 

37- 

D'tcca  Sobrin  ;   Cbe piit  vittoria  l:etar 
Signor^  potrebbe  il  tuo  nimico  avere^ 
Cbe  la  tua  morte  udire  ;  onde  quiet  a 
Si  fpereria  poi  I' Africa  godere  ? 
ghiefto  contento  il  viver  tuo  gli  vieta, 
£htindi  avra  cagionfempre  di  tcwere  : 
Sa  ben^  cbe  lungamcnte  Africa  fu'n 
EJftr  non  puoj  fe  non  per  morte  tua- 

38. 

''Tutti  i  fudditi  tuoi  morevdi  privi 
De  la  fperanza  ;  un  btn,  che  fil  ne-rejlai 
Spero  cbe  rtabbi  a  liber  ar,  fe  vivi ; 
E  trar  d*  off  anno,  e  ritornarne  in  fefta. 
iSV,  che^  fe  muori^  flam  fcmpre  captivit 
Africa  fembre  tributana^  e  mejia. 
I)unque,  s'in  util  tuo  viver  non  vuoi^ 
yivi)  &lgnpry  per  non  far  dannou  i  tuoi. 

39-  . 

Dal  Soldano  d'Egitto.  tuo  vicinff 
Certo  ejfir  pu:i  d'aver  denari^  e  genie-. 
Mai  volentieri  il  figlio  di  Pipino 
In  Africa  vedra  tanto  potente. 
f^erra  con  ogni  sforzo  Norandino 
Per  rit(.rnarti  in  Regno^  il  tuo  parents, 
Arrneri^  Turchi,  Perf:,  Arabi^  e  Medi^ 
Tutti  infoczorfo  avrat,  fe  tu  li  cbiedi. 

40. 

Cm  tali,  eftmil  detti  il  vecchio  accorta 
Stadia  tornare  il  fuo  S  ignore  in  fpemt 
Di  racquiftarfi  t  Africa  di  corto  ; 
Ala  nel  fuo  cor  fcrfe  il  contrario  feme. 
Sa  ben,  quant" e  a  mal  termine^  e  a  mal po 
E  comefpejjo  in  van  fofpira,  e  geme, 
Cbiunque  il  Regno  fuo  Ji  lafcia  torre, 
E  per  foc^crfo  a  Bar  bar  i  ricorre. 


Bucifar  of  Algazer  by  one  blow 

Of  valiant  Oliviero  now  was  (lain  ; 

All  hope,  all  comfort  loft,  King  Branzardo, 

From  his  own  hand  did  his  own  death  obtain, 

By  three  wounds,  fwiftly  whence  his  life  did  flow. 

Folvo  was  by  the  Duke  Aftolfo  ta'en. 

Thefe  were  the  three  whom  Agramante  great 

Departing  had  left  guardians  of  his  ftate. 

Agramant,  who  deferted  had  the  fleet, 

In  the  mean  time,  and  with  Sobrin  was  flown, 

Biferta,  mourning,,  fighing,  did  repeat, 

When  on  its  fhore  the  fire  fo  great  was  known. 

Then  when  he  nearer  certaia  news  did  get, 

What  wretched  fate  his  town  had  undergone, 

To  kill  himfelf  did  inftantly  deiign, 

And  had,  but  was  with-held  by  King  Sobrin. 

37- 

My  Lord,  fays  Sobrin,  could  your  enemy 
More  joyful  conqueft  poffibly  obtain, 
Than  to  hear  you  were  dead,  whence  quietly 
He  might  hope,  after,  Afric  to  retain  ? 
Your  life  this  fatisfaciion  does  deny, 
Whence  ever  will  his  caufe  of  dread  remain  ; 
That  Afric  long  cannot  be  his  he  knows, 
Unlefs  you  by  your  death  fhould  fo  difpofe. 

38. 

Your  fubjefts  all,  by  dying,  you  deprive 
Of  hope,  the  only  good  remaining  now  ; 
I  hope  you'll  them  deliver,  if  you  live, 
From  evil  refcue,  on  them  joy  beftow  ; 
I  know,  if  you  die,  they'll  for  aye  captive 
Be,  Afric  tributary,  and  in  woe. 
So  if  you  will  not  live  for  your  content, 
Yet  live,  my  Lord,  your  fubjects  not  to  detriment. 

Your  neighbour,  Egypt's  Soldan,  will  fupply 
Money  and  people,  without  doubt,  for  th1  war. 
The  fon  of  Pipin  moft  unwillingly 
So  powerful  in  Afric  will  he  bear,    ' 
And  Norandin  with  all  his  force  will  fly 
Your  kingdom  to  reftore,  your  kinfman  dear. 
Medes,  Turks,  Armenians,  Perfians,  Arabs,  all 
Will  fuccour  you,  if  you  but  on  them  call. 

40. 

With  thefe,  and  fuch  like  words,  the  fage  old  man 
His  Lord  with  hope  endeavour'd  to  fupply, 
That  he  fhould  quickly  Africa  regain  ; 
But  in  his  heart  might  fear  rhe  contrary  : 
He  knows  in  what  ill  terms  he  muft  remain, 
How  thick  his  fighs,  his  groans,  tho'  vain,  muft  be, 
Whoe'er's  oblig'd  his  kingdom  to  forfake, 
And  to  Barbarians  for  their  aid  betake. 


ORLANDO     F  U  R  I  0  S  O,  Canto  40. 


4i. 

Annibah,  e  Jugurta  (ti  do  for  o 
Buon  teftimoni,  ed  altri  al  tempo  antico. 
Al  tempo  nojlro  Lodovico  il  Moro 
Data  in  poter  d'unaltro  Lodovico. 
Vajiro  fratello,  Alfonfo,  da  cojloro 
Btn  ebbe  efempio  ;  a  voi,  Signer  mio,  dico, 
Chefempre  ha  riptttato pazzo  efprejjo 
Cki  piufi  fida  in  altri,  che  in  feflejfo  : 

42. 

E  pero  ne  la  guerra,  (he  gli  tnojfe 
Del  Pontejice  iro.to  un  ditro  fdegno^ 
Amor  che  ne  le  deboli  fue  pojje 
Non  potejfe  egli  far  molto  difegno  j 
£  chi  lo  difendea,  a"  Italia  fojje 
Spinto,  e  n'avejje  il  fuo  nimico  il  regno  \ 
A~2  per  minacce  mat,  ne  per  promejje 
S'indujfe,  che  lo  Stato  altrui  cedeJJ'e. 

43- 

II  Re  Agramantea  F  Orients  avea 
Vdta  la  prora,  e  s'erafpinto  in  alto% 
Quando  da  terra  una  tempefta  rea 
MoJJe  da  banda  impetuofo  ajjalto  : 
11  nocchier,  ch 'al  governo  vi  fedea, 
Jo  veggo,  dijje,  alzando  gli  occhi  ad  attff, 
Una  procella  apparecchlar  si  grave, 
Che  conlrajlar  non  le  pstra  la  nave. 

.    44-   . 

S'attendete^   Signqn,  al  mio  configlio, 
&ui  da  man  manca  ha  un'ifola  vicina, 
A  cui  mi  par,  ch'abbiamo  a  dar  di  pigtio9 
Fin  che  pr<JJi  il  furor  de  la  marina. 
Ccnfenti  il  Re  Agramante  ;  e  di  periglio 
Vfci,  pigliando  la  fpiag?ia  mancina  j 
Che  per  falute  dtnoccbieri  giace 
Tra  gli  Afri,  e  di  Vulcan  r alia  fornace* 

D'abitazioni  e  i'ifoletta  vota, 
Piena  d"umil  mortellf,  e  di  ginepri  ; 
Gioconda  lolitudine,  e  remota 
A  cervi,  a  daini,  a  caprrvpli,  alepri^ 
E,  fuor  elf  a  pefcatori,  e  pcco  nota  ; 
Ove  fovente  a  rimondati  vepri 
Sol'pendon  per  feccar  f  unv.de  reti  : 
Dor  mono  intanto  i  pefci  in  mar  quietu 

46- 

£)uivi  trsvar,  che  s'era  un'altro  legno^ 
Cacciato  da  Fortuna,  giaridutto. 
II  gran  guerrier,  ch'in  Sericana  ha  regno, 
Levato  d'Arli,  avea  quivi  condutto. 
Can  nudo  river ente,  e  di  fe  degno 
L^un  Re  con  Taltro  s'abbraccio  a  fafciutto  J 
Cb'erano  amid,  e  poco  innanzi  furo 
Gompagni  d'arme  al  Parigino  muro. 


41. 

.Cannibal  and  Jugurtiia  of  this  are 
Strong  inftances,  and  more  in  time  antique, 
In  -ours  Lodovic  Moro  does  declare 
The  fame,  trufting  to  other  Lodovic. 
Your  Brother  too,  Alfonfo,  of  this  fail- 
Example  had  ;  to  you,   my  Lord,  I  fpeak-, 
Who  ahvays  him  reputed  fool  exprefs. 
Who  to  himfelf  than  others  trufted  lefs. 

42. 

And  therefore  in  the  war  'gainft  him  did  move 
Of  th'  angry  Pontiff  the  reientment  great, 
Altho'  his  forces  did  fo  feeble  prove, 
That  much  defign  he  could  not  meditate  ; 
And  he,  who  had  defended  him,  was  drove 
From  It'ly,  and  his  foe  pofTefs'd  his  ftate, 
They  ne'er  by  threat  or  promife  him  could  gain, 
That  he  flioidd  cede  to  other  his  domain. 

43- 

King  Agramant  to  th'  eafl  had  turn'd  his  prow, 
And  now  into  the  fea  was  launched  far, 
When  from  the  land  a  tempeft  'gan  to  blow, 
And  an  impetuous  aflault  prepare  ; 
The  pilot,  whom  the  coime  is  trufted  to, 
Lifting  his  eyes  on  high,  faid,  I  fee  here 
So  fierce  a  tempefl  coming  on,  I  doubt 
The  Ihip  won't  able  be  to  ride  it  out. 

44- 

My  Lords,  unto  my  counfel  lend  an  ear, 
On  the  left  hand  an  ifland  here  does  lie, 
I  think  it  beft  we  thither  (hould  repair, 
Until  this  furious  tcmpeft  is  pafs'd  by. 
King  Agramant  confents  ;  die  danger  near 
Avoids,  and  to  the  left  hand  courfe  does  hie, 
Which  for  the  fafety  of  the  failors  lay 
'Twixt  Vulcan's  furnace  high  and  Africa. 

45- 

This  illand's  void  of  habitation, 
•Of  lowly  myrtles  full,  and  junipers, 
Sweet  folitude,  fans  interruption, 
Enjoy  the  bucks,  the  does,  the  goats,  and  hares } 
And  little  'tis,  except  to  fifhers,  known, 
Where  each  his  humid  nets  to  dry  repair?, 
Upon  the  briars  hanging  them  ;  i'th'  fea, 
In  the  mean  time,  the  fifh  fleep  quietly. 

46. 

Here  they  perceiv'd  another  veilel  lay, 
Driven  by  fortune  unto  this  retreat : 
That  warrior  great,  the  King  of  Serica, 
Coming  from  Arli,  here  his  courfe  did  beat; 
In  a  refpeclful,  worthy  of  him,  way, 
One  King  the  other  did  embracing  greet 
Upon  the  fhore  ;  for  they  were  friends,  and  late 
Bore  arms  together,  before  Paris  gate. 


47- 


Ganto  40. 
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47- 


Con  molto  difpiacer  Gradajfi  tntefe 
Del  Re  Agramante  le  fortune  awerfr} 
Poi  confortcllo,  e  come  Re  cortefe, 
Con  lapropria  perfona  fe  gli  offer fe  : 
Ma*  cb'egli  andajje  a  f  infidel  pa efi 
D'Egitto  per  aiuto,  non  fsfferfe . 
Che  vi  fea>  dijje^  psrigliofi  gire, 
Dovria  Pompea  i  profugi  ammonire. 

48. 

E  perche  ditto  m'hai,  che  an  I'aiutff 
Degli  Etiopi  fudditi  al  Senapo 
Ajiolfoa  tirti  V  Africa  evenuto, 
£  ch'arfa  ha  la  citta,  che  n'era  capo-} 
E  ch' Orlando  e  con  lui,  che  diminuto 
Poco  innanzi  di  fenno  aveva  il  caps  j 
Mi  pare  al  tutto  un'otthno  rimedio 
Aver  penfalo  a  farti  ufcir  di  tedlo. 

49;. 

Jo  pigliero  ptr  amor  tuo  I'imprefa 
D'entrar  colConte  a  ftngcLir  certame> 
Contra  me  fo,  che  non  avra  difeja, 
Se  tutto  fojfe.  diferro,  o  di  rame, 
Mortu  lui,  Jiimo  la  Crijliana  Chiefa 
Quel,  che  Tagnelle  il  lupo,  ch'abbia  fame. 
Ho  poi  penfato,  e  mi  fia  cofa  It  eve, 
Di  fare  i  Nubi  ufcir  if  /ifrica  in  breve. 

50. 

Faro-,  che gli  altri  Nubi,  che  da  hro 
ILNHoparte,  e  la  diver  fa  legge, 
E  gli  Arabi,  e  i  Macrobi  ;  que/li  d'oro 
Ricchi,  e  di  gents,  e  auei  d'eq-uino  gregge, 
Perfi,  e  Caldei ;  perche  tutti  coftoro 
Con  altri  molti  il  tnio  jcettro  corregge ; 
Faro,  ch'in  Nubia  lor  far  an  tal  gaerra, 
Che  non  fi  ferm&ran  ne  la  tua  Terra. 

51- 

Al  Re  Agramante  ajfai  parve  opportuna 
Del  Re  Gradajo  la  feconda  offerta  ; 
E  ft  chianio  obbligato  a  laFortuna^ 
Che  favea  tratto  a  fifoia  defcrta. 
Ma  non  vucl  torre  a  condizione  al<unay 
Se  racqttijlar  credejje  irdi  Bijerta, 
Che  battaglia  per  lui  GradaJJo  prenda  ; 
Che'n  do  gli  par,  che  I'onsr  trcppo  ojfenda. 

52- 

S'«  disfidar  s'ha  Orlando,  fan  qttfU'io, 
Rifpofe,  a  cut  la  pugna  piu  conviene  ; 
E  pronto  vi  Jwo;   pai  faccia  Dio 
Di  nie,  come  gli  pare,  o  male,  o  bene. 
Facciam,  a'ijje  GradaJJo,  al  modo  mis, 
A  un  nuovo  modo,  ch'in  penjier  mi  view. 
Quejla  battaglia  pigliamo  ambidui 
Incontra  Orlando-)  £  un  altro  Jia  ccn  lw» 
VOL.  IL 


47- 

With  much  difpleafure  did  GradafTb  hear 
Of  the  King  Agramant  the  adverfe  fate, 
Then  comforts  him,  and  his  own  aid  in  war, 
With  royal  courtefy,  he  offers  ftrait ; 
But  him  to  go  for  aid  he  would  not  bear 
Unto  the  infidel  Egyptian  ftate ; 
For  you,  fays  he,  how  perilous  to  go, 
Diftrefled  Pompey  may  too  plainly  ihow. 

48. 

And  fmce,  you've  faid  from  Ethiopia 
With  men,  Senapus'  fubjecls  for  his  aid, 
Aftolf 's  come  to  take  from  you  Africa, 
And  has  the  city  burnt,  which  was  its  head  ; 
And  that  Orlando  with  him  now  does  ftay, 
Who  late  of  brains  had  his  head  minifhed  ; 
It  feems  to  me  that  I  beft  remedy 
Have  thought,  to  fet  you  from  this  trouble  free. 

49- 

I  for  your  love  th'  emprize  will  undertake 
In  fmgle  combat  with  the  Count  to  pafs ; 
'Gainft  me  I  know  he  no  defence  can  make, 
Though  he  were  all  of  iron,  all  of  brafs ; 
He  being  dead,  the  ChrifHan  church,  I  take, 
Is,  as  with  hungry  wolf  the  lambkin's  cafe; 
I  fmce  have  thought,  and  it  feems  matter  light, 
From  Africa  the  Nubians  foon  to  put  to  flight., 

50. 

I  too  will  caufe  the  other  Nubians, 
By  th'  Nile  divided,  and  laws  different, 
And  the  Arabians,  and  Macrobians, 
For  gold  and  people  thefe,  thofe  excellent 
For  horfes ;  Caldeans  too,  and  Perfians, 
For  thefe  and  more  are  in  my  government ; 
I'll  caufe  in  Nubia  thefe  fuch  war  mall  make< 
They  in  your  land  firm  footing  ne'er  mall  take, 

Sl- 

King  Agramant  moft  opportune  did  deem 
Of  King  Gradafs  this  offer  fo  humane  ; 
Oblig'd  to  fortune  did  himfelf  cfteem, 
Who  to  this  defart  idand  him  did  train  : 
But  would  not  upon  any  other  fcheme, 
Though  thereby  fure  Biferta  to  regain, 
For  him  GradafTb  mould  the  combat  try  ; 
That  feem'd  t'  his  honour  too  great  injury. 

52- 

If  we  Orland  muft  challenge,  then  will  I, 
Says,  to  whom  more  the  fight  does  appertain,. 
And  I'll  be  ready,  let  the  Deity, 
Or  good  or  ill,  as't  pleafes  him,  ordain. 
Let's  aft  my  way,  Gradaflb  does  reply, 
A  new  way,  which  jufl  now  my  thought  does  gain, 
We  both  of  us  will  undertake  this  fight, 
Orlando,  and  fome  other  knight. 
P  p  53* 
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Pur  cb'io  nan  refti ptor>  non  me  ne  lagno^ 
Dijje  /Igramante,  ofia  primo,  o  fecondo.. 
Ben  ft)  ck'in  arme  ritrovar  compagno 
Di  te  miglior  nonfipuo  in  tutto'l  mondo. 
:Ed  io,  dijfi  Sobrin,  dove  rimagno  ? 
jE",  fe  vecchio  vi  paio,  vi  rifpondo^ 
Ch'io  debbe  ejferpiu  efperto :  e  net  perigllo 
.PreJJb  a  la  forza  e  buono  aver  configlio* 

54- 

D'una  vecchiczza  valtda,  e  robufta 
,£ra  Scbrino,  e  di  famofa  J>rova  j 
E  dice,  ch'in  vigor  f  eta  vetujla 
Si  Jente  p.ari  a  la  gia  verde,  e  nuova. 
Stimatafu  lafua  dwnanda  giujl 
E  fenza  indugio  un  meffbji  ritro 
11  qual  ft  mandi  a  gli  Africani  lidi^ 
E  da  lor  parts  il  Conte  Orlando  sfidi. 

Che  s'abbia  a  ritr.ovar  con  numer  part 
De  cavalieri  armati  in  Lipadufa.. 
Una  ifoletta  e  que/la,  che  da  I  mare 
MedefmO)  che  la  cinge,  e  circ.onfufa. 
Non  cejja  il  mejfo  a  vela,  e  a  remi  an 
Come  queL  che  prejlezza  al  bijogno  ufa^ 
Che  fu  a  Biferta  ;  e  trovo  Orlando  quivi 
Ch'a  fuoi  le  fpogliedividea^  e  i  captiyi. 

56. 

L'invito  dl  Gradajjo,  e  d'  Agrarnantet 
£  di  S,obrino  in  pubblico  fu  efprejjo  ; 
^Tanto  giocondo  al  Principe  d"  Anglante^ 
.Che  d'ampli  don't  onorar  fece  il mejjo. 
Avea  da  i  fuoi  compagni  udito  innantet 
Che  Durindanaal  fianco  s'avea  mfffb 
11  Re  Gradajfi  ;  onde  egli.per  defire 
Di  racquijiar;la^  -in  'Indiu  volea  girf. 

£>t'.mando  non  aver  GradaJJo  ahrovc^ 
Pot  cVudi,  che  di  Francia  era  partite. 
Or  piii  v'ldn  gli  e  offerto  luogo^  dave 
Stera  che' I  f no  gli  fa  rejlituito. 
I!  bel  corno  d1  Mmonte  ancojh  move 
Ad  accettar  si  volentier  'I'invito  ; 
E  Brigliador  nvn  men^  che  fapea  in  mano 
EJ/l'r  venuti  al figlio  di  ^roiano. 

58. 

Per  compagno  f.elegge  a  la  lattaglia 
Jl  fedcl  Rrandimarte^  e'l  fuo  cognato. 
Provato  ha  quaniv  funo,  e  Faltro  vaglia  ; 
Sa,  che  da  entrambi  e  fommawente  arnato. 
Buon  dejirier^  buona  pia/lra,  e  buona 
E  fpade  cerca,  e  lance  in  ogni  lato 

,  e.  a9 compagni ;  che  fappiate  parmet 
nfjjlm  d'efli  avca  lefolite  arrnf. 


So  that  I'm  not  left  out,  ;I  {hall  not  mind, 
Says  Agramant,  if  firft  or  lafl  I  fight  ; 
I  well  know  that  in  arms  I  ne'er  can  find 
Throughout  the  -world,  than  you,  a  braver  knight. 
And  where,  fays  -Sobrin,  (hall  I  ftay  ?  behind  ? 
I  anfwer  you,  if  old  I'm  in  your  fight, 
•I'm  more  expert :  in  dang'rous  enterprize 
As  prevalent,  as  force,  is  good  advice. 

54- 

.Of  an  old  age  that  healthy  was  and  ftout 
Was  Sobrin,  and  of  famous  proof  in  war. 
jOld  age  in  vigour,  faid,  he  did  not  doubt, 
TO  green  frefh  years  an  equal  would  appear. 
This  his  demand,  -as  they  but  juftice  thought, 
^Without  delay  they  mefTenger  prepare, 
.Who  him  did  quite  betake  to  Afric's  ftrand, 
And  challenged  in  their  names  the  Count  Qrlancf. 

55- 

That  with  an  equal  number  he  ihould  be 

.Of  armed  cavaliers  in  Lipadufe. 

This  is  an  ifland,  the  furKpunding  foa 

Does  circumambient  on  all  fides,  encloie. 

With  fails  and  oars  the  mefTenger  his  way 

Speeds  on,  like  him  who  needful  hafle  does  ufe, 
vComes  to  Biferta,  finds  Orltmdo  there, 

T'  his  men  dividing  captives,  fpoils  of  *var. 
56.' 

The  offer  of  King  Agramant,  Gradafs, 

And  of  Sobrin,  in  publick  was  declar'd, 

The  meffenger,  did  fo  Orlando  pleafe, 

With  vaft  gitts  loading  him,  he  did  reward ; 

That  King  Gra'dafs  his  Durindana  has, 
.From  his  friends  valiant  he  before  had  heard-; 

Wherefore  for  the  deiire  this  to  regain, 

To  go  to  India  thought  did  entertain. 

57- 

'Thinking  Gradafs  he  could  not  find  elfewhere, 
After  he  heard  that  he  from  France  was  gone.-: 
Npw  nearer  place  is  offer'd,  .he  hspes  there,, 

:Force  him  of  it  make  refHtufion. 

.Him  too  did  move  Almonte's  horn  fo  fair, 

-T' accept  fo  freely  th'  invitation, 
And  Brigliador  no  lefs,  which  he  had  known 
Was  got  into  the  hand  of  Trojan's  fon. 
58. 

.For  his  companions  in  the  combat  chofe 

His  kinfman,  and  the  faithful  Brandimart : 

Of  what  great  worth  each  was,  by  proof  he  knows. 

By  proof,  what  love  each  -towards  him  did  exert : 

HGood  war-horfe,  breafl-plate,  mail,  feek  out  he  does 
For  each,  good  iVord,  lance  flout,  in  ev'ry  part, 
And  for  himfelf.     For  this  you  needs  muft  know, 
It  feems  that  none  their  ufual  arms  had  now. 

7  59- 
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Orlando,  com' to  v'ho  detto  piu  vdtt, 
De  le  fue  fparft  per  furor  la  terra. 
A  gli  altri  ha  Rodomonte  h  lor  tolte, 
Ch'tr'alta  tor  re  in  ripa  ttnfiumeferra. 
Non  fe  ne  puo  per  Africa  aver  molte  ; 
Si,  percbe  in  Francia  avea  tratto  a  la  gucrra 
II  Re  Agramante  do,  cb'era  di  buotio', 
Siy  pen-he  pot  he  in  Africa  ne  fino. ' 

60. 

Gio,  cbe  di  rugginofo,  e  di  brunito 
Aver  fi  puo,  fa  ragunare  Orlando  j 
E  co  i  compagni  intanto  va  per  lito 
De  la  futura  ptigna  rcgionando. 
Gli  arovien,  ch"  ejjendo  fuor  del  campo  ufcito 
Piu  di  tre  miglia,  e-  gli  oechi  a  I  mare  alzandoy 
Vide  calcar  con  le  vele  alte  un  legno 
Vcrfo  il  lito  African  fenza  riiegno. 

61. 

Senzanoccbieri,  e  fenza  naviganti, 
Sol  come  ilvento,  e  fuafortuna  ilmena^ 
Venia  con  le  1'ele  alte  il  legno  ai'anti 
Tanto,  die  ft  ritenne  in  su  r arena, 
Ma  prima,  che  di  quejlo  piu  vi  canti9 
L'amor,  fh'a  Ruggier  par  to,  mi  rimcna 
A  la  fua  ijloria  ;  e  vuol,  ch'io  vi  racconte 
Di  /«/,  e  del  guerrier  di  Cbiaramcnte. 

62. 

Di  quejli  duo  guerrier  dijffi,  cbe  traiti 
S'eranofuor  del  mar  zi ale  a gone ^ 
I  ijlo  convenzion  romper e,  e  patti,. 
E  turbarfi  ogni  fquadra,  e  Lgione. 
Gbi  prima  i  giuramenti  abbia  disfattii 
E  Jlatofia  di  tanto  mal  cagione, 
O  I'lmperador  Car!o>  o  il  Re  Agramante ^ 
Studian  faper  da  chi  lor  pajja  avante. 

63. 

Un  Jervidor  intanto- di  Rvggiero^ 
Ch'era  fedele^  e  pratico?  ed  ajiuta. ; . 
Ne  pel  confitto  de  i  duo  campi  fiero 
Avea  di  vljla  il  padron  mai  perdu  to ; 
Venne  a  trovarlo^  e  la  fpada^  e'l  dejlriero 
Gli  diede,  percbe  afaoifcffe  in  aiuto. 
Monto  Ruggiero,  e  la  fua  fpada  tolfe  j 
Ma  ne  la  zujfa  entrar  non  pero  wife. 

64. 

Quindi  Ji  parte^  ma  pr:ma  riruuva 
La  convenzion^  cbe  con  Rinaldo  avea. 
Chefe  pergiuro  ilfuo  Agramante  trova, 
Lo  lafcera  con  la  jua  fetta  rea. 
Per  quelgiorno  Ruggierfare  altra  prova 
D'arme  non  volfe^  ma  folo  attendea 
A  fermar  quejlo,  e  quello,  e  a  domandarlo 
Chi  prima  ruppe,  ^'/  Re  Agramante 3  o  Carh, 


59- 

Orlando,  as  to  you  I  oft  have  faid, 
His  own  on  earth  did  in  his  madnefs  thro\r ; 
The  reft  of  theirs  Rodomont  plundered, 
And  in  th'  high  tcAv'r,  by  th'  river's  fide,  were  now  > 
Nor  many  could  hi  Africa  be  had, 
For  that  King  Agramant,  what  good  did  fliow, 
Unto  the  war  in  France  had  drawn  away, 
And  as  there  were  but  few  in  Africa. 

60. 

Thofe  that  were  burnifli'd,  and  thofe  rufled  o'er, 
Which  they  could  have,  Orland  made  them  unite  > 
Mean  time  with  his  companions  on  the  fliore 
Walk'd,  and  difcours'd  about  the  future  fight ; 
It  happ'd  that  being  got  three  mile,  or  more, 
From  forth  the  camp,  he  rais'd  to  fea  his  fight, , 
And  faw  a  fhip  in  full  fail,  make  her  way 
Directly  for  the  coafl  of  Africa. 

61. 

Without  a  pilot,  without  failors  too, 
As  the  wind  only  and  its  fortune  fway'd, 
Full  fail  the  veffel  now  advanced  fo, 
That  at  lafl  flicking  on  the  flrand  it  flay'd  ; 
B\it  ere  of  this  my  fong  does  further  go, 
The  love  I  bear  Ruggier  does  me  perfuade 
Back  to  his  hiilory,  and  to  recount 
Of  him,  and  of  the  warrior  of  Claremont. 

62. 

Of  thefe  two  warriors  'twas  that  I  did  fpeak, 
Who  from  the  martial  lifls  were  now  withdrawn, 
Seeing  that  fome  one  did  the  compact  break, 
Confus'd  each  fqnadron,  every  legion ; 
Who  firfl  their  oaths  did  null  and  uklcfs  make,  - 
And  of  fuch  ill  was  the  occafion, 
Whether  King  Agramant  or  th'  Emperor 
Charles,  they  enquir'd  of  thofe  that  paft  before. 

63- 

In  the  mean  time  a  fervant  of  Ruggier, 
Who  faithful  was,  handy,  fagacious, 
And  in  the  conflict  of  the  camps  fevere 
The  fight  did  never  of  his  mafler  lofe, 
Came  to  him,  horie  and  fword  with  him  did  bear, 
Gave  him,  thtit  he  might  fall  upon  his  foes  5 
Ruggiero  mounts,  and  does  his  weapon  take, 
But  to  the  fkirmifh  would  not  entrance  make. 

64. 

Thence  he  departs,  but  firft  he  does  renew 
The  compact,  he  had  with  Rinaldo  made, 
That  if  his  Agramant  he  perjur'd  knew, 
He  him  would  leave,  with  this  his  feet  fo  bad  ; 
Nor  this  day  any  proof  would  Ruggier  (hew 
In  arms,  but  folely  this  attention  had, 
To  flop,  and  to  enquire  of  various  folk,       [broke. 
Who  fiifl,King  Agramant  or  Charles,  the  compact: 
P  p  i-  65. 
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65. 

Ode  da  tutto'lmondo^  che  la  parts 
Del  Re  Agramante  fu,  cbe  ruppe  prima. 
Ruggiefoama  Agramant  e^  efefiparte 
J)a  lui  per  quejlo,  error  non  licvejiirna. 
Fur  I3  genii  Afr'nane  e  rotte^  e  fparte^ 
Come  ho  gia  d&tto  innanzi^  e  da  la  cima 
De  lavolubilrota  tratte  al  fondo, 
Come  piacqtte  d  colei,  cb'aggira  II  mondo. 

66. 

Tra  fe  valve  Ruggiero,  e  fa  difcorfo, 
Se  reflar  deve^  o  il  fuo  Signor  feguire. 
Gil  pan  I' amor  de  la  fua  Donna  un  morfo9 
Per  non  lafciarlo  in  Africa  piu  gire  : 
Lo  voita^  e  gira,  ed  a  contrario  corfo 
jLo  fprona,  e  lo  minaccia  di punire^ 
Se  I  pwttO)  il  giuramento  non  tien  falds9 
Cbe  fatto  avea  col  paladin  Rirtaldo. 

67. 

Non  men  da  Valtra  parte  sferza,  e  fprona, 
La  vigilant  e^  ejlimulofa  cura  ; 
Cbe  s' '  Agramante  in  quel  cafo  abbandonat 
/I  villa  gli  fia  fcritto,  ed  a  paura. 
Sedel  re/tar  la  caufa  parra  buona 
Amolti,  a  molti  ad  acceltar  fa  dura. 
Molti  diran>   die  non  ft  de'ojfirvare 
J<W/,  ch'era  ingiujlo^  e  illecito  a  giurare. 

68. 

^Tutio  quel  giorno,  e  la  nstte  feguente 
StetteJoKngat  e  cost  I'aliro  giGrno, 
Pur  travagliando  la  dubbicfa  mentey 
Sc  partirdcve^  I  far  quivi  foggiorno. 
Pel  Signer  fuo  conckiude  finalmente 
Di  f argli  dietro  in  Afriiaritorno. 
Pctea  in  lui  molta  il  congiugcle  anure  j 
Ma  vi  potea  piii  ildebiio,  eTonore. 

69. 

Icrna  verfo  Arli,  cbe  tt  ovarvi fpera 
L'armata  anccr,  sh'in  Africa  il  trafporti  j 
A7t'  ligno  in  mar,  n)  dentro  a  la  riviera, 
Ne  Saratmi  vede,  fe  non  morli. 
S,~co  al  partire  ogni  legno^  che  'v'era^ 
Trfi//e  Agramante,  e'l  rejlo  arfe  ne  i  porti* 
Fallitogli  il  ptnf-er,  prefe  il  cammino 
Verfo  Marfilia  pel  lito  marina. 

70. 

A  qualcbe  L'gno  penfa  dar  di  piglio^ 
Cb''<i  preghi)  o  forza  il  parti  a  faltra  riva. 
Git}  ii 'era  giunto  del  Danefe  il  figlio 
Con  I'armata  de  Barbari  captiva, 
Non  fi  avrebbe  potato  un  gran  di  niiglin 
Git  tar  ne  I'acqua  ;  tanto  la  copriva 
La  fpejja  moltitudine  di  naviy 
Di  vincittri)  e  di  pr  igieni,  gravi* 


65. 


The  whole  world  did  allow,  that  it  the  fide 
Was  of  King  Agramant  who  firfl  did  break  : 
Ruggier  lov'd  Agramant,  fhould  he  divide 
From  him  for  this,  it  would  great  fault  bcfpeak : 
The  Africans  were  broke,  and  fcatter'd  wide, 
,And  from  the  top,  of  this  I  eril  did  fpeak, 
Of  the  inconftant  wheel  to  th'  bottom  whirl'd, 
As  pleafes  her  who  manages  the  world. 

66. 

Ruggiero  with  himfelf  does  meditate, 
If  he  his  Lord  fhould  follow,  or  remain  ; 
His  Lady's  love  a  curb  does  on  him  fet, 
That  he  may'nt  go  to  Africa  again  ; 
Turns  him,  and  wheels  him,  and  to  difF'rent  beat, 
Spurs  him,  and  threats  that  vengeance  (hull  be  ta'en, 
Should  he  the  leaft  that  oath  and  compact  break, 
He  with  Rinald  the  Paladin  did  make. 

67. 

On  t'  other  hand  does  goad  and  fpur  no  kfs, 
The  ever-watchful  and  the  pungent  care, 
If  he  left  Agramant  in  fuch  a  caie, 
'Twould  be  afcrib'd  to  bafenefs  and  to  fear : 
If  to  remain  would  carry  a  good  face 
To  many,   'twould,  to  many,  bad  appear  : 
Many  would  fay,  obfervance  none  fhould  bear 
To  vows  illicit  and  unjuft  to  fwear. 

68. 

All  this  whole  day  he  folitary  ftood, 
The  foll'wing  night,  and  even  the  next  day ; 
Working  his  mind  remain'd  in  doubtful  mood, 
If  he  fhould  go,  or  here  fhould  make  his  ftay ; 
At  laft  unto  his  Lord  he  did  conclude, 
To  make  return  back  into  Africa  : 
Tho'  he  love  conjugal  did  much  obey, 
Duty  and  honour  bore  the  greater  fway. 

69, 

Tow'rds  Arli  turns,  where  he  a  fhip  to  find 
Did  hope,  to  carry  him  to  Africa  ; 
No  bark  i'  th'  lea,  nor  river  yet  behind, 
Nor  Sar'cin  could,  but  what  were  dead,  furvey; 
At  going,  all  fhips,  he  in  port  could  find, 
Agramant  burnt,  but  what  did  him  convey. 
His  thought  thus  being  baulk'd,  away  he  bore 
Towards  Marlilia,  by  fche  fea-fhor.e. 

70. 

Some  mip  or  other  he  to  feize  defign'd, 
By  pray'rs  or  force  to  take  him  o'er  the  main. 
Thither  was  come  the  Daniih  Dudon,  join'd 
With  the  Barbarians  navy  captive  ta'en  ; 
A  place  ah1  o'^r  the  fea  you  could  not  find 
Where  you  of  millet  could  have  thrown  a  grain, 
The  crouded  multitude  fo  hid  the  waves, 
Of  &ips  with  conqu'rors  loaded,  and  with  flares. 

7*. 
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Le  navi  de  Pagani,  ch'avanzaro 
Dalfuoco,  e  dal  naufragio  quella 
Eccetto  poche,  cb'in  fuga  rfandaro, 
Tutte  a  Marfilia  avea  Dudon  condctte* 
Sette  dl  quei,  cb'in  Africa  regnaroy 
Che  pot,  the  le  lor  genti  vider  rottey 
Con  fette  legni  lor  ieran  renduti^ 
Stavan  dolentiy  lagrimoji,  e  rnuti. 

72- 

Era  Dudon  fopra  la  fpiaggia  ttfcito, 
Ch'a  trovar  Carlo  andar  vclea  qitel  giorno^ 
E  de'captivi,  e  di  lor  fpoglie  ordito 
Con  lunga  pompa  avea  un  trionfo  adorno. 
Eran  tutti  i  prigion  Jhfs  net  lito, 
E  i  Nubi  vincitori  allegri  inferno  ; 
Che  faceano  del  nomt  dl  Dudone 
Intorno  rifonar  la  regione. 

Venae  in  fperanxa  di  Ionian  Rugg'tern, 
Che  qtiejla  fojjje  arrnata  d\dgramante  \ 
E,  per  faperne  il  vero,  trrto  il  de/lriero  $ 
Ma  riconobbe^  come  fu  piu  innante^ 
11  Re  di  Nafatnona  prigionero, 
BambiragOy  Agricalte,  e  Farurante, 
Manilardo^  e  Balajlro,  e  Rimedontey 
Che  piangendo  tenean  bajja  la  fronte. 

74- 

Ruggier^  eke  gli  amay  fofferir  non  pitotcy 
Chejlian  ne  la  miferia^  in  che  li  trova. 
£htivi  fa,  ch'a  venir  con  le  man  vote 
Scnza  ufar  forza,  il pregar  poco  giova  : 
La  lancia  abbajfo,  e,  chi  li  tien,  percote, 
E  fa  del  fuo  valor  Pufata  prova  : 
Stringe  la  fpada^  e  in  un  picciol  moments 
Ne  fa  coder  intorno  piu  dt  cento* 

Dudone  cde  il  rumcr,  lajhage  vede, 
Che  fa  Ruggier^  ma^  chi  fia,  non  cone  fee. 
Vede  i  fuoi,  c' ban  no  in  fuga  volto  il  piede, 
Con  gran  timer ^  con  pianto,  e  con  angofce. 
Pr-ejfo  il  de/lrier,  lo  fcudo^  e  F elmo  chiede, 
Che  gia  avea  artnato,  e  petto,  e  braccia,  e  £ofte 
Salta  a  cavallo^  e  Ji  fa  dar  la  lancia^ 
E  non  obblia,  cb't  Pa la din  di  Francia. 

...    76- 

Grida,  che  ft  ritiri  ogn'tin  da  canto ; 
•Spinge  il  cavallo^  e  fa  fentir  gli  (proni. 
Ruggier  cent'ahri  navea  uccifi  intanto^ 
E  gran  fperanza  data  a  quei  prigioni  } 
£,  come  venir  vide  Dudon  fanto 
'Solo  a  cavsihi  e  gli  altri  .efrer  peJont  ; 
Stinib)  che  capo,  e  che  Signer  lor  foj/'e  5 
E  contra  lul  con  gran  dejir  ji  mojle. 


The  Pagan  (hips,  which  now  had  got  away 

From  forth  the  fire  and  fhipwreck  of  that  night, 

Dudon  conduced  to  Mnrfilia, 

Except  a  few,  which  them  betook  to  flight. 

Seven  of  thofe,  who  reign 'd  in  Africa, 

Who  when  their  realms  they  faw  destroyed  quite, 

With  feven  of  their  veflels  were  fubdu'd, 

In  filent  woe  lamenting,  weeping  flood, 

72. 

Now  Dudon  difembark'd  upon  the  flrand, 
Who  would  go  out  this  day,  King  Charles  to  find, 
And  of  the  fpoils,  and  of  the  captive  band, 
Had  a  grand  triumph  with  long  pomp  defign'd  ; 
The  pris'ners  all  upon  the  fhoar  did  wafld, 
The  conqu'ring  Nubians  joyful  flood  behind  ; 
Who  caus'd,  that  the  whole  country,  all  around, 
Did  with  the  name  of  brave  Dudon  refound. 

73- 

Rnggiero  did  far  off  hope  entertain, 
That  this  th'  armada  was  of  Agramant; 
To  know  the  truth  he  fpurr'd  his  horfe  amain  ; 
But  knew,  as  nearer  now  his  courfe  he  bent, 
The  King  of  Nafamona  pris'ner  ta'en, 
Bambirag,  Agricalt,  and  Far u rant, 
Balafler,  Manilard,  and  Rimedont, 
Who  all,  lamenting,  lower 'd  down  their  front. 

74- 

Ruggiero,  who  them  valu'd,  could  not  brook, 
In  the  fad  plight,  he  found  them,  they  fhould  flay  : 
Here  knows,  if  he  no  ranfom  with  him  took, 
Pray'rs,  without  force,  \vould  go  but  little  way ; 
Lowers  his  lance,  and  thofe,  who  guard  them,  flrook, 
And  th'ufual  proof  of 's  valour  did  difplay  : 
He  grafps  his  fword,  and,  in  a  moment's  fpace, 
He  kill'd  above  a  hundred  round  the  place. 

Dudon  the  rumour  heard,  and  does  efpy 
The  (laughter  Rnggier  makes,  but  him  don't  know, 
He  fees  his  people  turn  their  feet  and  My, 
With  lamentations  great,  rmd  fear,  and  woe  : 
Calls  for  his  horfe,  fhield,  helmet,  fuddenly, 
For  in  arms,  legs,  and  breafl,  he  arm'd  did  go  : 
Leaps  on  his  horfe,  and  makes  them  give  hi 
Rememb'ring  he's  a  Paladin  of  France. 

76. 

Calls  out  that  they  fhould  ail  afide  retire, 
Prefs'd  on  his  horfe,  and  makes  him  feel  the  fpur  > 
Ruggier  an  hundred  others  made  expire, 
And  had  great  hope  giv'n  to  each  prifoner  ; 
And  as  he  fees  good  Dudon  coir.ing  nigh'r, 
On  horfeback  he,  the  reft  on  foot  all  were, 
Thinks  that  he  is  the  head  and  Lord  of  thofe, 
And,  'gaiuft  him,  with  great  eagerncfs,  he  goes. 

77« 
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77- 

Gia  moffo  prima  era  Dudon  ;  ma  quando 
Senza  Tancia  Ruggier  vide  venire^ 
Lunge  da  fe  la  fua  gitto,  fdegnando 
Con  tal  vantaggio  il  Cavalier  ferire. 
Ruggiero  al  cortefe  atto  riguardando, 
DiJJe  fra  fe  :  Coftui  non  puo  mentire, 
Ch'uno  non  Jia  di  quei  guerrier  perfettl^ 
Che  Paladin  di  Francia  fono  detti. 

78. 

S'impetrar  lo  prtro,  vo\  che'  I  fuo  ncmr> 
Jfinanzi  che  fegua  altro^  mi  pa/efe-3 
E  cost  domandollo  ;  e  feppe^  come 
Era  Dudon,  figliuol  d'Ugier  Danefe. 
Dudon  gravo  Ruggier  pot  d'ugual  fome  ', 
E  parimenie  lo  trovo  ccrtefe. 
Pot  cbe  i  nomi  tra  lor  s'ebbono  detti  ; 
Si  disfidarot  e  vennero  a  gli  effetti. 

79- 

Avea  Dudon  qttella  ferrata  mazza, 
Cb'in  mi  lie  imprefe  gli  die  eterno  onore. 
Con  ejfa  mojira  be-n^  ch'egli  e  di  razza 
Di  quel  Danefe  pien  a"  alto  valore. 
La  Ipada,  cb'apre  ogni  dmo^  ogni  corazzat 
Di  che  ticn  era  al  mondo  la  migiioret 
Trojfe  RttggierO)  e  fee  e  par  a  gone 
Di  fua  vhtude  al  Paladin  Dudone. 

80. 

Ma,  pevcbc  in  tnenie  ogn'ora  aveat  di 
Offender  la  fua  donna,  che.  pstea  ; 
Rd  era  certo^  fe  fpargea  il  terreno- 
Del  fangue  di  cojlui^  cbe  Foffendea  \ 
De  le  cafe  di  Francia  in/lrntto  a 
La  madre  di  Dudone  ejjer  fapea 
ina^  fcrella  di  Beatrice, 
di  Br  adamant  e  genet  rix. 

8  1, 


77- 


Per  quefto  mat  di  punta  nonglitraj/e^- 
E  di  taglio  rarijjimo  feria. 
Skhermiafi)  ovunque  la  mazza  calafff^ 
Or  rib  Attends  ^  or  dandole  la  via. 
Crede  Tbrpfa  che  per  Ruggier  rejiajfi  j 
Cbe  Dudon  morto  in  potki  colpi  auria. 
fife  mat,  qiialunqve  volta  ft  Jcoptrjey 
Ftrir^  fe  non  di  piatto^  lo  fofferfe. 

82. 

Di  platto  itfar  potea^  cone  di  taglio^ 
Ruggier  la  fpada  fitat  ch'avea  gran  fcb'un 
E  quivi  aftrano  gioco  di  jonaglio 
Sopra  Dudon  con  tanta  forza  rnena^ 
ChefpeJJb  a  gli  occbi  gli  pan  tal  barbagl\ay 
Che  Ji  ritien  di  non  coder  e  appena. 
a  eat 


Ma  per  effer  piu  grato 

lo  differ  ifc  a  i  I  canto  a  un'altra  volla. 


Dudon  at  firft  was  coming  on,  but  \vhert 
He,  \vithout  lance,  Ruggier  advancing,  knows* 
Far  from  him  cafh-his  own,  as  in  difdain 
The  knight  with  fuch  advantage  to  oppofe.  . 
Ruggier,  this  aft  obferving  fo  humane, 
Said  to  himfelf,  This  courtefy  plain  fhows, 
That  of  thofe  perfect  warriors  is  this  fame,  -  - 
Who  bear,  of  Paladins  of  France,  .the  name. 

78. 

If  I  can  it  obtain,  he  fhall  declare 
His  name,  ere-  other  thought  we  entertain  : 
He  afks  him  then,  and  does  for  anfwer  hear, 
It  was  Dudooy.fon  of  Ugier  the  Dane. 
Dndon  like  favour  alked  of  Ruggier, 
And  found  him  alfo  in  like  courteous  (train  : 
When  each  to  other  had  declar'd  his  name, 
Each  challenged  t'other,  and  to  action  came, 

79- 

©udon  was  arm«d  witK  that  iron  mace, 
Eternal  honour  gave  him  in  each  feat  ; 
Shows  clearly  with  it,  he  is  of  the  race 
Of  that  high  Dane,  in  valour  fo  compleat. 
The  fword,  which  each  cuirafs,  helm  open  lays, 
Than  which  i'  th.'  world  a  better  you  can't  get, 
Ruggiero  drew,,  and  hknfelf  paragon 
In  valour  {hows  to  th1  Paladin  Dudon. 

80. 

But  as  he  ever  bore  in  memory, 
His  miltrefs  to  offend  the  leaft  he  could  ; 
And  certain  was>  it  great  offence  would  be, 
If  he  fhould  tinge  the  plain  with  this  knight's  blood  ^ 
Inftrucled  well  in-  each  French  family, 
He,  of  Dudon  the  mother,  underftood' 
Was  Armellina,  Beatrice'  filler  dear, 
Who  mother  was  of  JBradamant  the  fair.    , 

81. 

Therefore  die  point  he  never  pufhes  on, 
And  with  edge  ftrikes  not  over  frequently  ; 
Defends  himfelf;  where  the  mace  hurries  downi 
Either  by  parrying,  or  giving  way. 
Tnrpin  thinks,  Ruggier's  goodnefs  't\vas  alone, 
With  a  few  ftrokes  he  did  not  Dudon  flay  ; 
Nor  would,  where  he  lay  open  for  a  hit, 
But  with  the  flat  to  ftrike,  himfelf  permit. 

82. 

For  with  the  flat,  as  'twere  the  edge,  could  fight, 
Ruggier  of's  fword,  which  had  a  back  fo  great, 
Makes  his  helm  found,  as-  he  a  bell  had  hit  : 
For  on  Dudon  with  fuch  a  force  he  beat, 
That  fuch  fwift  dazzling  puts  before  his  fight 
Ready  to  fall  he  fcarce  maintains  his  feat  ; 
But  to  more  pleafing-be  to  them  that  hear, 
To  other  time  this  Aory  I  defer.  C 

CANTO 
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7"  'Odor,  cKe  fparfo  in  ben  witrita,  e  bella, 
*—*  .0  chioma,  I  barba,  o  delicata  vejia 
Di  gioviue  leggiadro,  o  di  donzella, 
(Ch'amor  fovente  lagrimando  dejta,.} 
Sefpira,  ef&Jentir  di  ft'  novella, 
E  dopo  molti  giorni  ancora  re/ki ; 
Mojlra  con  chia.ro,  ed. evident c  effctti, 

•  Come  h  principio  bucno  era,  e  perfetto. 

2. 

L\ilmo  liquor,  eke  a'i  mietitori  fuot 
Fece  Icaro  guflar  con  fuo  gran  danno  ; 
E  chcfi  dice,  cbe.gih  a  Cclti,  e  Boi 
Fe  paj[j~ar.r/]lpe  e  ncn  fentir  /'afanno  ; 
Moftra,  che"  dolce  era  &  principio,  poi 

rChefiferba  ancor  doles  alfin  de  I'anno  ; 

.L'arbor,  ctial  tempo  riofoglio  non  perde, 
Moftra,  cfra  prunavera  era  ancor  -verde. 

.  L'inclitaflirpe,  che  per  tanti  luftri 
Moftro  di  cortejia  femprc  gran  lume, 
E  par  ch'ogn'or  piu  ne  rifplenda,  e  litjlri ; 
Fa,  che  con  chiaro  indizio  Ji  prefitme, 

-Che,  chi  progcnero  gli  EJlcnjl  illujlri, 
Dovea  d'ogni  laudiibile  coftume, 

•Che  fubliniar  a  I  del  gli  ucmini  fuolc. 
Splendor  non  men,  cbe  fra  lejlclle  ilfok. 

4- 

Ruggier,  come  in  ciafcunfuo  dcgnc  gcjlo 
D'alto  valor,  di  cortejia  folea 
Dimojlrar  chiaro  fegno,  c  manifeftv, 
E  fcmpre  piu  magnaniino  apparea  ; 

'Cost  verfo  Dudon  lo  mcjlro  in  qucfto ; 
Col  qual,  come  difopraio  vi  dicea, 
DiJ/imz'uito  area,  quanto  era  forte, 
Per  pieta,  che  egli  avea,  di  porlo  a  mortf, 

Avea  Dudon  ben  conofciuto  certo, 
Ch'ucciderlo  Ruggier  non  I'ha  voluto, 
Perch'or  jV  ritrovato  a  lo  fcoperto, 
Orjlanco  si,  cl;j  P'lii  non  ha  potuto : 
Poi  che  ch'uiro  comprende,  e  vede  aperfc, 
Che  gli  ha  rifpetio,  e  che  va  ritenuto  ; 
^uando  diforza,  e  di  vigor  val  menot 
Di  cortejia,  run  vuol  cedcrgli  almeno. 


'TT HE  perfume,  fcattcr'd  in  fine  head  of  hair, 
-*-    In  \vell-grown  beard,  or  veftment  delicate 
Of  hand-oire  youth  or  -ef  a  damlel  fair, 
(Vvho  let-Is  of  mighty  love  the  fcorching  heat), 
That  fpreads  its  force  and  ft  ill  does  frefh  appearr 
And  many  days  retains  its  former  ftate, 
Shews,  by  efFefts  moft  clear  and  evident, 
That  gooti  and  perfect  was  at  firft  the  fcent. 

2. 

The  pleafing  liquor,  which  the  harvcft  hind 
Was  made  by  Icarus,  t"  his  hurt,  to  tafte; 
For  which  the  Gauls,  as  we  in  ftor*y  find, 
InfenfiblC'of  pain,  the  Alps  once  pafs'd, 
Shews,  that  to  fweetnefs  it  at  firft  incHn'd  ; 
As  does  to  the  year's  end  fuch  fweetnefs  lafl. 
The  tree,  in  winter  which  it's  leaves  don't  lofe. 
That,  in  the  fpring  time,  it  was  verdant,  fhows. 

The  glorious  race,  which  many  luftres  fliow'd 
Ever  of  courtefy  the  brilliant  light, 
And  feems,  as  daily  it  more  (hone  and  glow'd, 
By  tokens  clear  {hews,  that  prefume  we  might, 
That  he,  from  whom  th'  illuftrious  "Eftes  flow'd, 
Mull,  with  all  manners  laudable  and  right, 
Which  men  to  heaven's  height  are  us'd  to  raife, 
•Like  as  the  fun  amidft  the  planets,  blaze. 

4- 

As  Ruggier  ftill,  in  each  his  worthy  feat, 
•Us'd,  of  high  courtefy  and  valour  rare, 
:  Signs  manifeft  and  bright  to  demonftrate, 
And  ever  of  moft  noble  mind  appear  : 
In  this,  tow'r<^s  Dudon,  fo  he  made  eclat, 
Wherein,  as  I  did  even  now  declare. 
He  had  difTembled,  that  he  was  fo  ftout, 
As  he  had  pity,  him  to  death  to  put. 

5-  . 

-Dudon  for  certainty  had  plainly  known, 
That  Ruggier  did  not  him  incline  to  flaT, 
Finding  thus  fafe-his  iituation, 
Though  he  no  more  could  do,  in  tired  way  : 
Since  he  perceiv'd,  as  it  was  plainly  fnown, 
That  he,  regarding  him,  his  hand  did  ftay  ; 
Though  he  fuch  force  and  vigour  could  not  (how, 
He  wiil'd  not.  he  (hould  him  iu  courtefy  outdo, ' 
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6. 

Per  Dio,  c£ct,  Signer,  pace  facciamo, 
Cb '  ejftr  von  pub  piu  la  vittoria  mia  \ 
.Effer  wn  pub  piu  mia,  che  gia  mi  cbiamo 
Pinto,  e  prigion  de  la  tua  cortejia. 
Ruggier  rijpc.fe  ;  Ed  io  la  pace  bramo 
A~i?«  men  di  te,  ma  cbe  con  patto  fia, 
Cbe  quejli  fette  Re^  c'bai  qu\  legati, 
Lajci,  cbe  in  Hberta  mi  fieno  dati. 

E  H  mo/h-Q  quei  fette  Re,   cb'io  d:JJtf 
Cbe  flavano  legati  a  capo  cbino  ; 
E  gli  fogghtnfe,  cbe  mn  gl'impedijji 
Pigliar  con  ejji  in  Africa  il  cammino. 
E  c os i  fur o  in  liberta  remijji 

ftei  Re^  cbe  g lid  conceffi  UPaladino  ; 
gli  concfffe  ancor,  ch'un  legno  tolfe, 
£htel,  cb'a  lui  parve,  e  verfo  Africa  fciolfe* 

8. 

//  legno  /cislfe,  e  fe  fcioglier  la  vela, 
E  fi  die  al  verto  perfido  in  fcffanza  ; 
Che  da  principle  h  gsnf.aia  tila 
Dr:zzo  a  cammino,  e  die  alnocchier  b&ldanza. 
li  lito  fugge,  e  in  tal  msdo  Ji  cela, 


6. 


Che  par,  cbe  ne  fia  il  mar  rimafo  fanza. 
AV  I'ofcurar  del  giorno-fece  il  vento 
Cbidra  la  fua  perfidia >  e'l  tradimento. 

9- 

la  poppa  ne  le  fponde, 
a  la  prora,  e  qiii  nin  rirnafe  anco ; 
Roia  la  nave,  ed  i  noccbier  confonde, 
CUor  at  dietro,  or  dinanzi,  or  Icro  e  al  fianco* 
S;irgcno  altere^  e  minacciofe  londe^ 
Alugghiando  fopra  il  mar  va  il grig^e  bianco. 
Di  tante  morti  in  dubbio,  e  in  pena  Jiannoy 
£>!.' ante  fan  I'acque,  ch'aferir  li  vanno. 

10. 

Or  da  front  e,  or  da  tergo  il  vento  fpira, 
E  quejio  innanzi^  e  quello  addittro  caccia  ; 
Un'altro  da  traverfo  il  legno  oggira^ 
E  ciafcun  pur  naufragio  gli  tninaccia. 
Que',  che  fiede  al  governo,  alto  fofpira 
Pallido,  e  Jbigottito  ne  la  faccia  j 
E  grida  in  vano,  e  in  van  con  mano  accenna> 
Or  di  voltare,  or  di  calar  f  antenna. 

II. 

Ma  pyco  il  cenno^  e*l  gridar  poco  valfy 
Tolto  "el  vedtr  da  la  piovofa  notte. 
La  voce,  fenza  tidirji,  in  aria  /?//, 
In  aria,  che  feria  can  maggicr  botte 
Denaviganti  il  grido  univerfale, 
E'lfremito  de  I"  onde  infieme  rotte  : 
E^  in  prora,  e  in  poppa,  e  in  ambedue  li  bande 
Non  ft  pub  cofa  udir,  che  fj  comande. 


For  God's  fake,  fays  he,  Sir,  let's  peace  conclude, 

For  no  more  can  be  mine  the  victory, 

No  more  be  mine,  who  call  myfelf  fubdu'd, 

Already  pris'ner  to  your  courtefy  : 

Ruggier  reply'd  :  And  make  a  peace  I  wou'd, 

No  lefs  than  you  ;  but  this  the  compacl:  be, 

Thefe  feven  Kings,  whom  here  you  hold  in  chain, 

Given  to  me,  in  liberty  remain. 

7- 

And  he  the  feven  Kings,  I  fpoke  of,  fhow'd, 
Who  bound  flood  by,  their  heads  declining  low  ; 
Adding,  That  this  fhould  not  be  difallow'd, 
He  them  might  take  for  Africa  to  go  : 
So  on  thefe  Kings  was  liberty  beftow'd, 
Which  to  them  did  the  Paladin  allow; 
And  he  allow'd.  he  might  a  veflel  take 
Which  e'er  he  v»rould,  and  way  tor  Afric  make. 

8. 

He  loos'd  the  fhip,  and  caus'd  the  fails  let  loofe, 
Himfelf  committing  to  the  treach'rous  wind, 
Which  the  fwoll'n  fails  at  firft  ferenely  blows, 
Directs  their  way,  and  chears  the  failor's  mind. 
The  fhoar  flies  from  them,  and  fo  finking  goes, 
No  object  now  but  open  feas  they  find  ; 
But  the  wind  made,  as  grew  obfcure  the  day, 
It's  treach'ry  clear,  and  power  to  betray. 

9-  . 

Now  from  the  poop  to  fide  it  veers  around, 
Thencu  to  the  prow,  nor  even  there  it  ftay'd  ; 
It  wheels  the  mip,  the  failors  does  confound^ 
Behind,  before,  now  does  the  flank  invade  ; 
On  high  the  lofty  threat'ning  furges  bound, 
In  flocks  the  foaming  waves  a  bell'wing  made  : 
In  doubt  they  fland  ;  as  many  deaths  they  fear> 
As  the  fea  does  to  wreck  them  billows  bear. 

KO. 

Now  at  the  helm,  now  ftern,  the  temped  blows, 
And  forward  this  and  backward  that  does  chace ; 
Another  quite  athwart  the  vellel  goes, 
And  ev'ry  one  of  them  a  wreck  menace  : 
Seated  on  high  the  fteerfman  breathes  his  woes, 
Dumb-founded  with  defpair  his  pallid  face, 
And  cries  in  vain,  in  vain  with  hands  makes  fign> 
The  fails  to  fhift  about,  or  to  decline. 

1 1. 

But  cries  or  figns  turn  out  to  fmall  account. 
The  heavens  black  with  rain  exclude  all  fight ; 
The  voice  unheard  into  the  air  does  mount  •„ 
The  air,  which  rends  the  ear  with  greater  might., 
And  gen'ral  cry  of  failors  would  furmount, 
Though  roar  of  broken  waves  with  it  unite  ; 
And  from  the  prow,  or  poop,  or  either  hand, 
Cannot  be  heard  the  leaft  word  of  command. 

12, 
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i  z.  • 

Da  la  rabbia  dclvento,  ehe  fifentU 

Ne  le  ritortt,  efcono  orribil  fttoni  j 

Di  fpffi  lampi  faria  fi  raccende  ; 

Rijuona'l  del  di  fpaventoft  tucni. 

y*e,  chi  ccrre  al  timon,  chi  i  remi  prende  ; 

Van  per  ufo  a  gli  uffici,  a  che  fon  buoni  : 

Chi  saffatica  a  fciorre,  e  chi  a  legare  ; 

Vota  aitri  I'acqua,  e  torna  il  mar  nel  mart. 

.  .J3- 

Etco  ftridendo  rorribil  procella, 
Che' I  repentin  furor  di  Borea  fpingc  ; 
La  vela  contra  I"  arbor  e  fagella  : 
11  mar  ft  leva,  e  quafi  il  clelo  attingt. 
Frangonfi  i  remi,  e  di  fortuna  fella 
Tanto  la  rabbia  impttuofajlringe, 
Cht  la  prora  ft  volt  a  t  e  verfo  l\nd* 
Fa  rimaner  la  di  far  mala  fponda. 

14. 

Tuttofottt  acqua  va  la  dtjlra  banda, 
Efta  per  riverfar  di  fopra  ilfonda. 
Ognun  gridando  a  Dio  fi  raccomanda, 
Che  piu  cht  ccrti  fon  gire  al  profondo. 
D'uno  in  unaltro  rnal  Fortuna  manda  ; 
//  primo  fcorre,  e  vien  dietro  ilfecondo  : 
11  legno  vinto  in  piu  parti  Ji  fajfay 
E  dentro  I'inimica  onda  vi  pajja. 

J5- 

Move  crudele^  e  fpaventofo  affalto 
Da  tiitti  i  lati  il  tempe/iofo  verno. 
Jfr(ggon  tal  volta  il  mar  venir  tan? alto, 
Che  par,  cb'arrivi  in/in  al  del  Juperno. 
Tfilar  fan  fopra  Yonde  in  su  tal  falto, 
Cb'a  mirar  giu  par  lor  veder  I' infer  no. 
O  nulla,  o  poca  fpeme  e ,  che  conforte, 
£  jla  prefente  inevitabil  morte. 

16. 

TuUa  la  notte  per  diverfo  mare 
Scorfero  errando,  ove  cacciolii  il  vents. 
11  fiero  Dento,  che  dovea  cejfore, 
Nafcendo  il  giorno,  ripiglio  augumento. 
Ecco  dinanzi  un  nudo  fcoglio  appare  ; 
Voglion  fcbivarh)  e  nan  vbanno  argomento 
Li  porta  lor  mal  grado  a  quella  via 
llcrudovento,  e  la  tempe/la  ria. 

.17- 

Tre  volte,  £  quattro  il  pallido  noccbiero 
Mette  vigor,  perche1 1  timon  fa  volto, 
E  trovi  piit  ficuro  altro  fentiero  ; 
Ma  quel  fi  rompe,  e  poi  dal  mar  gli  e  tolto. 
Ha  si  la  vela  piena  il  vento  fero, 
Che  non  fi  puo  calar  poco,  ne  molto. 
Ne  tempo  ban  di  riparo,  odiconftglio, 
Che  troppo  apprejfo  g  ^uel  mortal  periglit, 
VOL.  II. 


By  the  tempeftuous  rage  to  p: 
Amongft  the  cordage  Hfues  dreadful  fouq  i  ; 
With  lightning's  frequtnt  flafh  the  air  i-. 
With  thunder  terrible  the  heav'ns  rebo:. 
Some  to  the  rudder  run,  the  oars  fome  get, 
All  to  the  bufinefs,  where  they're  fkii-ui 
Some  toil  to  bind  and  others  to  fet  free, 
Others  pump  water,  and  caft  fea  to  fca. 

r3- 

Behold  the  dreadful  florm  with  whi/zing  bhft, 
Which  Boreas  pulh'd  in  fury  fuddenly, 
The  tatter'd  fails  made  fcourge  againft  the  mail ; 
The  fea  was  fwoll'n,  it  ftem'd  to  touch  the  i! 
The  oars  were  broke  and  in  fuch  fury  vafl, 
Dread  fate  attack'd  them,  fo  impetuoufly ; 
The  prow  was  turn'd  and  tov/'rds  the  angry  main, 
The  veflel's  fide  defencelcfs  caus'd  remain. 

14. 

All  under  water  goes  the  ftarboard  fuic, 
And  ready  is  keel  upwards  to  be  thrown, 
Themfelves  to  God  commending,  each  one  cry'd, 
Moft  certain  for  the  deep  now  to  go  down  : 
One  ill  on  t'other  fortune  does  provide, 
She  frees  the  firft,  the  fecond  flill  comes  on ; 
The  (hip  o'erpower'd  in  many  places  fplits, 
And  now,  within,  the  hoftile  wave  admits. 

J5- 

The  blafts  tempeftuous  make  cruelly 
A/faults  moft  horrible  on  ev'ry  fide  : 
Sometimes  they  fee  the  ocean  mount  fo  high. 
Up  to  the  very  heav'ns  it  feem'd  to  ride  : 
Sometimes  upon  the  waves  they  upwards  fly, 
It  feem'd,  in  looking  down,  that  hell  they  fpy'J  : 
They've  none  or  little  hope  to  eafe  their  mind  ; 
But  death  inevitable  prefcnt  find. 

1 6. 

Along  by  dirTrent  courfc,  all  the  whole  night, 
They  wand'ring  flew,  where'er  the  tempeil  fcnt ; 
The  tempeft  fierce,  which  (hould  forbear  its  fpite 
With  growing  day,  their  horror  did  augment  : 
A  naked  rock  before  them  is  in  fight, 
It  they'd  avoid,  but  no  way  can  invent ; 
Them,  thitherward,  againft  their  will,  do  prck 
The  cruel  waves,  and  temped  mercilefs. 

i?- 

Three  or  four  times,  with  dread  the  fteerfma- 
His  efforts  ufes,   would  the  rudder  turn, 
And  of  a  fafer  courfe  himfelf  avail ; 
But  that  now  broke,  and  to  the  fea  was  borne  : 
So  fill'd  with  furious  blaft  is  ev'ry  fail, 
To  fliift  them  he  of  power  is  forlorn  ; 
Nor  time  have  they  for  counfel,  or  repair, 
For  this,  their  mortal  danger  is  too  near. 
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18. 


Pol  chefcnza  rimediofi  comprende 
La  irreparabil  roita  de  la  nave  ; 
Ciafcuno  a!  fuo  privato  utile  attcndc^ 
Ciafciin  Jalvar  la  vitafua  euro,  ave. 
Chi  puo  put  prejlo  a!  palifchermo  fcende  ,• 
J\Li  qnt-'  lo  e  fat  to  fubito  s)  grave 
7\r  tnnta  gcntc,  chefopra  v'abbo;idar 
Che  poco  avanza  a  girjotto  lafpcnda. 

19. 

Ruggier,  che  vide  il  comito,  e'l  padrone, 
E  gli  altri  abbandonar  con  fretta  il  legno  ; 
Cwie  fcnz 'arme  ft  trovo  in  giubbone, 
Campar  su  quel  butt  el  fee  e  difegno  : 
Mil  h  invo  J>  car co  di  perfone, 
E  tante  venner  PO'I,  che  I'acque  ilfegno 
Pajj'aro  in  guifa,  che  per  troppo.  pondo 
Con  ti<tt3  il  carco  ando  il  legnetto  al  fondo  ; 

20. 

Del  mare  al  fondo,  e  feco  trajfe  quant i 
Lafciaro  hfuafpcranza  il  maggior  legno  .- 
Allor  s*udt  con  doloroft  pianti 
Chiamar  foccorfo  dal  celejle  Regnc  ; 
Ma  quelle  voci  andaro  poco  innanti, 
Che  venne  il  mar  pien  d'ira  e  di  difdegne, 
E  fubito  occupo  tuita  la  via, 
Onde  il  lamento,  e  ilfabil  grido  ujcid. 

21. 

Altri  la  giu,  fcnza  apparir  piur  rejta, 

Altri  riforge,  efopra  Vondejlalza. 

Chi  vien  notando,  e  moftra  fuor  la  tcfta  ; 

Chi  mojlra  un  braccio  e  chi  una  gamba  f colza. 

Ruggler,  cbf'l  minacciar  de  Id  tempejla 

Temer  non  vuol,  dalfondo  alfommo  s'alza, 

E  vede  il  nudofcoglio  non  lontano, 

Cfcegli,  e  i  compagni  avean  fuggito  in  vano. 

22. 

Spera  per  forza  di  piedi,  e  di  bracelet 
Notando  difalir  su'l  fito  afciutto  / 
Soffiando  viene,  e  lungi  da  la  faccia, 
Vonda  rifpinge,  c  F importune  JJutto, 
II  vento  intanto,  e  la  tempejia  caccia 
11  legno  votOj  e  abbando.na.to  in  tut  to 
Da  quelliy  eke  per  lor  pejflma  forte 
II  dt/io  di  campar  traJJ'e  a  la  morte. 

Z3- 

0  fall  ace  degli  uomini  credenza,  •> 
Campo  la  nave,  the  dovea  perire  ; 
-Qiiando  il  padrone^  e  i  galeotti  fenza 
Covcrno  atcun  f  avean  lafciata  gire. 
Parve,  che  fi  mutajje  di  fentenza 
II  vento,  poi  che  ognuom  videfuggire. 
Fees,  che' I  legno  a  miglior  viaji  torfe, 
Ne  tocco  in  terra,  e  inftcura  onda  corfe* 


18. 

When,  without  remedy,  they  comprehend, 
Irreparable  wreck  the  fhip  mufl  ftave, 
Each  to  his  private  fervice  does  attend,. 
Each  his  own  life  employs  his  care  to  fave  : 
Thofc,  who  can  quickeft,  the  long-boat  afcend,. 
But  this  ib  foon  they  over -loaded  have, 
With  the  great  croud,  which  did  fo  o'erabound,. 
But  little  more  fti'  'ad  in  the  waves  been  drown'd.- 

19. 

Ruggier,  when  he  did  mate  and  mailer  fee, 
And  all  the  reft,  in  halte,  the  veflel  quit ; 
As,  in  his  doublet,  he  from  arms  was  free, 
To  leap  into  the  long-boat  he  thought  fit.. 
But  found  it  fill'd  with  fo  much  company, 
And  in,  fuch  way,  fo  many  more  did  get, 
They  pafs'd  the  water-mark ;  with  load  fo  great, 
To  bottom  went  the  boat,  with  all  its  weight : 

20. 

To  bottom  of  the  fea,  with  all,  did  go, 
Who  left  the  greater  bark,  by  hope  betray'd : 
There  might  be  heard  their  cries  and  grievous  woe, 
Who  to  the  heav'nly  throne  call'd  out  for  aid  j, 
But  little  forward  did  thefe  voices  flow, 
With  rage  and  fcorn  the  fea  did  them  invade, 
And  occupy 'd  of  them  all  the  whole  way, 
Whence  they  their  moan  and  plaintive  flreams  convey. 

XI. 

"Without  appearing  more,  below  fome  ffoy'd, 
Others  come  up,  whom  high  the  water  throws, 
One  fwims  about,  and  (hews,  above,  his  head, 
And  one  an  arm,  a  naked  leg  one  {hows : 
Ruggier,  who  would  not  be  by  threats  difmay'd 
O'  th'  ftorm,  from  bottom  to  the  top  arofe, 
And  not  far  off  the  barren  rock  does  fee, 
Vainly  ihunn'd  by  himfelf  and  company. 
22. 

With  force  of  legs  and  arms,  does  hope  embrace, 
Swimming,  he  may  upon  dry  land  arrive ; 
Puffing  prefs'd  on,  and  far  off  from  his  face 
The  waves  and  flood  importunate  does  drive  : 
la  the  mean  time  the  winds  and  tempeft  chace 
The  empty  bark,  which  did  to  leave  contrive 
All  thofe,  who,  by  their  own  unhappy  lot, 
The  hope  of  'fcaping  to  their  deaths -had  brought., 

23- 

O  thought  fallacious  of  the  human  mind  ! 
The  fhip  efcapes,  they,  periihing,  conceive  r 
When  mafter  and  the  mariners  behind 
It,  without  government  to  go,  did  leave, 
It  feem'd,  as  if  it's  fentence  chang'd  the  wind, 
Becaufe  from  thence  all  fled  it  did  perceive  : 
It  caus'd  the  fhip  to  take  a  better  way, 
Ke'er  touch  the  land,  but  o'er  the  waves  fecurely  flrnj^. 

24. 
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24. 

E  dove  cot  needier  tenne  via  incerta, 

Poi  che  non  febbe,  ando  in  Africa,  al  dritto, 

E  venne  a  capitar  prej/o  a  Biferta 

Tre  miglia,  o  due,  dal  lato  verfo  Egitto  ; 

E  ne  V arena  ft erile,  e  dcferta 

Rejlo,  manc'ando  il  vento,  e  lacqua,  Jitto. 

Or  quivi  fopravvenne  a  fpajfo  andando^ 

Come  difopra  to  vi  narrava,  Orlando. 

2$. 

E  difiofo  difaper,  fefujfe 
La  nave  fola,  efojje  vota,  o  carca  „• 
Con  Brandimarte  a  quellaji  ccnduj/i; 
E  col  cognato,  in  una  luve  bar,  A. 
Pci  chefotto  coverta  s'introdiifie, 
Tutta  la  ritrovo  d'usmini  fcarca.  • 
Vi  trovo  fol  Front ino  il  biton  dejlriero, 
Varmadura,  e  la  fpada  di  Ritggiero  ; 

26. 

Di  cui  fii  per  campar  tanta  la  fret  t a, 
Ch'a  tor  la  fpada  non  ebbe  pur  tempo. 
Conobbe  quella  il  Paladin,  che  detta 
Fu  Balifarda,  e  che  giafuafu  un  tempo, 
So,  che  tut  fa  liftoria  avete  letta  ; 
Come  la  tolfe  a  Fa/erina,  al  tempo 
Che  le  diftnijje  anco  il  giardin  st  hello  ; 
E  come  a  lid  poi  la  rubs  Brunello. 

27- 

E  come  fotto  il  monte  di  Carena 
Brunei  ne  fe  a  Ruggier  liber  o  dcm. 
Di  che  taglio  ellafojfle,  e  di  che  fchiena, 
N^avca  gia  fatto  efperhnento  buono  ; 

10  dico  Orlando  ;  e  pero  n'cbbe  picna 
Letizia,  e  ringrazionne  il  fommo  trono  t- 
Eft  credetU,  efpe/o  il  diffe  dopot 

Che  Dio  gliela  mandate  b  st  grande  uopo  : 

28. 

A  it  grande  ttopo,  come  era  dovendt 
Condurji  col  Signer  di  Sericana  ; 
Cfrcltre,  che  di  valcr  fojje  tremendo, 
Sapea,  ch'avea  Baiardot  e  Durindana, 
Valtra  armaditra,  nsn  la  conofcendo, 
Non  apprezzo  per  cofa  s)  foprana, 
Come,  chi  ne  fe  prova  ;  apprezzo  quella 
Per  buona  s /,  ma  per  piu  ricca,  e  belia. 

29. 

E,  per  che  glifacean  poco  mefliero 
Varwe,  ch"era  inviolabik,  e  affatato, 
Cant ento  fit,  chs  favejje  Oliviero ; 

11  brando  no,  chefe'lpofe  cgli  a  lato. 
A  Brandimarte  confegno  il  dejlriero. 
Cos)  divifo,  ed  ugualmente  dato 
Volfe  chefojje  h  ciafchedun  compagna, 

trovar,  di  %uel  guadagnv. 


2.J- 

And,  as  it  went  uncertain  way  when  mann'd. 
Now  it  had  none,  for  Afric  ftrait  it  ply'd, 
And  near  Biferta  came  towards  the  land, 
Two  or  three  miles  from  off  th'  /Fgypt'^n  fide  : 
And  on  the  defert  and  the  barren  fand, 
Steady  remains,  as  wind  and  waves  fubfide : 
Now,  there  it  came,  when  taking  of  a  walk 
Orlando  was,  as  I  before  did  talk. 

And  of  the  bark  deflrous  now  to  know. 
If  empty  it,  or  elfe  be  loaded  i 
Himfdf  convey'd,  with  Braudhnart,  thereto, 
And  with  his  kinfman,  in  a  p'umace  light : 
Where,  foon  as  he  beneath  the  deck  did  go, 
He  found  by  men  it  was  deferted  quite  ; 
There  only  Frontin,  that  war  horfe  renown'd. 
The  fword  and  armour  of  Ruggier  he  found. 

26. 

His  hafte  fo  great  was,  when  from  thence  he  flew, 
The  fword  to  take  away  he  had  not  time  : 
This,  which  was  Balifarda  call'd,  well  knew 
The  Paladin,  which  once  belong'd  to  him  : 
I  know,  the  itory  has  been  read  by  you, 
How  it  he  took  from  Falariue  fublime, 
When  alfo  he  deftroy'd  her  garden  gay  ; 
And  how  from  him  Brunei  ftole  it  away  : 

27- 

And  how,  beneath  the  mountains  of  Carene, 
Of  it  Brunei  free  gift  to  Ruggier  made  : 
Of  what  a  back,  what  edge,  it  once  had  been, 
He  formerly  had  trial  good  eflay'd  ; 
I  fay  Orlando,  who  did  joy  retain 
Compleat,  and  thanks  to  th'  heav'nly  throne  repay'd, 
And  he  believ'd,  and  often  after  faid, 
In  fuch  great  need,  God  this  to  him  convey'd, 

28, 

In  fuch  great  need,  as  now  in  duty  bound, 
To  undertake  die  Lord  of  Serican, 
Who,  befide  force,  whence  he  was  fo  renown'd, 
He  knew,  he  Baiard  had  and  Durindan. 
The  other  arms,  as  them  unknown  he  found, 
Priz'd  not,  as  things  that  to  fuch  value  ran  ; 
To  thofe  had  us'd  them  they  might  goodly  feem, 
He  only  them  did  rich  and  fair  efteem. 

29. 

And  for  himfelf  but  fmall  account  he  made 
O'  th'  arms,  as  fated  he,  and  wounds  defy'd, 
Content  was  he,  that  Olivier  them  had  ; 
But  not  the  fword,  that  he'd  place  to  his  fule  : 
To  Brandimart  conllgn'd  the  warlike  pad, 
So  will'd  them  give  and  equally  divi.ie. 
That  each  of  his  companions  might  obtain, 
Who  with  him  prefent  were,  his  {hare  of  gain. 

I  3°. 


O  R  L  A  N  T>  O    F  U  R  I  0  S  O.  Canto  41, 


Pel  d}  de  la  battaglia  ogni  guerriero 

aver  ricco,  e  nnovo  abito  in  doffo. 
Orlando  ricamar  fa  nel  Ql! artier o 
L'alty  Babel  dal  fitlmir.c  percoljc. 
Un  can  d'argento  aver  vuole  Oliviero, 
Che  giaccia,  e  che  la  lajfa  abbia  su'l  doffo  ; 
Con  itn  motto,  che  dica  ;  Fin  che  vegna  ; 
E  vuol  d'oro  la  vefta,  e  di  fe  degna. 

3r- 

Fece  difcgno  Brandimarte,  il  giorni 
De  la  battaglia,  per  amor  del  padre, 
E  per  fuo  onor,  di  non  andare  adorno, 
Se  non  di  fopravvefte  ofcitrc,  cd  adrc. 
Fiordiligi  le  fe  con  fregio  intorno, 
Quanta  piufeppe  far,  belle,  e  Icggiadrc. 
Di  rice  he  gemin?  il  fregio  era  contefto 
D'un  fchictto  drappo,  e  tutto  nero  il  rejlo. 

32. 

Fece  la  donna  di  fua  man  le  fopra- 
veftL,  a  aii  I'arme  converrian  piitfine, 
Di  c'ti  ritsbergo  il  cavalier  Ji  copra, 
E  la  groppa  al  cavallo,  e' I  petto,  e'/crine: 
Ma  da  qnel  d),  che  comincio  <fuej}'oj>ra, 
Continuando  a  qnel,  che  le  die  fine; 
E  dopo  ancora,  maifegno  di  rifo 
Far  non  pote,  ne  d'allegrezza  in  vi/b. 

Sempre  ha  timor  nel  cor,  fempre  tormento, 

Che  BranJimarte  fuo  non  le  jia  to/to. 

Gia  I'ha  veduto  in  cento  htoghi,  e  cento, 

Jn  gran  battaglie,  e  perigliofe  avvolto  ; 

Ne  mai,  come  ora,  fimile  fpavento- 

Le  agghiaccio  ilfangue,  e  impallidille  il  volto 

E  quejia  novita  d'aver  timore 

Le  fa  tremar  di  doppia  tema  il  cere, 

34- 

Poi  che  f  on  d'arme,  e  d'cgni  arnefc  in  fcunto, 
Alzando  al  vents  i  cavalier  le  vele  ; 
Ajlolfo,  e  Sanfonetto  con  Vajfunto 
Rlman  del  grande  eferc ito  fedele. 
Fiordiligi  col  cor  di  timor  punts 
Empiendo  il  del  di  voti,  e  di  querelf, 
Qianto  con  vifta  feguitar  le  puote, 
Scgm  le  vele  in  alto  mar  remote. 

Ajlolfo  a  gran  fatica,  e  Sanfonetto 
Pote  Isvarla  da  mirar  ne  I'ondci, 
/:  r:!rnrla  al  palagio,  eve  su'l  letto 
La  lafciaro  affannata,  e  tremebonda. 
Portava  intanto  il  bel  numcro  eletto 
De  i  tre  bucn  cavalier  I'c.ura  feconda  ; 
Aniio  il  legno  a  trovar  lifola  al  dritto, 
Ov?  far  fi  dovea  tanto  conjlitto. 


Each  warrior,  on  the  day  fix'd  for  the  fighf^ 
Study'd  to  wear  a  habit  rich  and  gay ; 
Orlando,  to  adorn  his  atch'ment  bright, 
Did  lofty  Babel  thunder ftruck  difplay: 
Olivier  chofe  a  dog  of  filver  white, 
A  leafli  upon  his  back,  that  couchant  lay, 
Wherein  a  motto  faid, — Until  it  come  : 
And  chofe  a  veft  of  gold,  might  him  become. 

3*- 

Intention  Brandimart  had,  on  the  day 
Of  combat,  for  love  to  his  fire  exprtfs'J, 
And  for  his  honour,  not  to  go  drefs'd  gay, 
But  in  a  black  and  gloomy  upper  veil: : 
A  trimming  Flordilige  thereon  did  lay, 
Both  fair  and  fine,  by  all  her  flail  addrefs'd, 
Of  richeft  gems  this  border  did  (he  make 
On  a  plain  cloth,  and  all  the  reft  was  black. 

The  dame  with  her  own  hand  this  veil  had  doae> 
Which  with  the  fined  arms  might  have  agreed, 
The  which  the  knight  his  corilet  laid  upon, 
The  mane,  the.breaft,  and  crupper,  of  his  fteed  : 
But  from  the  day,  when  fhe  this  work  begun, 
To  that,  when  did  it's  finiihing  fucceed, 
And  after  too,  ne'er  ilgn  of  finile  fhe  made, 
Nor,  in  her  vifage,  chearfulnefs  difplay 'd. 

Still  flie  has  fright,  (till  torment  in  her  heart,. 
Left  fhe  her  Brandimarte  dear  fhould  lofe, 
Whom  fhe  has  feen,  in  hundred  difF'rent  part,. 
Where  battle  great  and  dang'rons  did  inclofe, 
Nor  e'er,  as  now,  fuch  fort  of  fearful  fmart 
Her  vifage  render'd  pale,  her  blood  had  froze  : 
And  this  her  novelty  of  having  dread, 
Her  trembling  heart  caus'd  doubly  be  difmay'd. 

34- 

When,  in  their  arms  and  each  accoutrement, 
The  cavaliers  their  fails  fpread  to  the  wind  ; 
Aftolf  and  Sans'net,  with  the  government 
Of  the  grand  army  faithful,  ftay  behind  : 
The  heart  of  Flordilige  with  terror  rent, 
She  fill?d  the  heav'ns  with  vows  and  cries  conjoin'd, 
As  far  as  fhe  could  follow  with  her  view, 
O'er  the  high  feas  the  fails  fhe  did  purfue. 

Aftolf  and  Sanfonetto  with  much  pain 

Could  take  her  and,  from  off  the  waves,  her  fight  j 

And  to  the  palace  lead  her  back,  where,  lain 

On  bed,  they  left  her  panting,  and  in  fright : 

Mean  time  bore  on  the  gay  and  chofen  train 

Of  the  three  knights,  the  gales,  which  blew  foreright : 

The  bark,  to  find  the  ifle,  \vas  ftreight  convey'd, 

Where  was  this  mighty  conflict  to  be  made. 


Canto  41.  ORLANDO     F  U  R  I  O  S  O. 


Scefe  nel  lito  il  cavalier  d'Anglante, 
Jlcognato  Olivier ~o,  e  Erandimarte, 
Col  padigiione  il  lato  di  Levante 
Prima  occupar,  ne  forfe  ilfer  fenz'arte  : 
Gittnfe  quel  di  medfftmo  Agramante, 
E  i'accampo  da  la  contraria  parte  : 
Ma  per  eke  molto  era  inchinata  I' or  a, 
Diffcrir  la  battaglia  ne  I* Aurora. 

Di  qua,  e  di  la  Jin' a  la  nti-,va  It/ce 
SlatifM  a  la  guardia  i  fervitori  armati, 
La  fcra  Erandimarte  fi  conduce 
La  dwe  i  Saracin  fino  alloggiati ; 
E  par  la,  con  licenza  del  fuo  Dvce, 
Al  Re  African,  cb'amici  erano  Jlati  \ 
E  Brandimart  e  gia  con  la  handier  a 
DclRe  Agramante  in  Francia  pajjato  era. 

38. 

Dcpo  i  faluti,  e'l  giugner  mono  a  mono, 
Molte  ragion,  ft  come  arniio,  difje 
11  fedel  Cavalier  o  al  Re  Pagano, 
Percbe  a  qufjla  battagl':a  non  venijje  ; 
E  di  riporgli  ogni  citlade  in  mono, 
Cbe  Jia  tra'l  Nilo  e'l  fegno,  ch'  Ercol  fjfi9 
Con  vo  lout  a  d'OrJanch  gli  offeria, 
Se  creder  volea  al  jiglio  di  junta  Maria. 

39- 

Percbe  fempre  v'bo  amaio,  ed  ano  molio^ 
Qite/to  conjiglio,  gli  di.ca,  vi  dono  ; 
E  quando gia,  Signor,  per  n.e  I' ho  tolto, 
Creder  potete,   ch'io  fejiimo  buono. 
Crijio  conobbi  Dio,  Maumetle  Jlolto  ; 
E  bramo  voj  por  ne  la  via,  in  ch'io  fono  ; 
Ne  la  via  difalute,  Signor,  bramo, 
Chefiate  meto,  e  tuiti  gli  altrj,  cb'amo* 

40. 

J^ui  confijle  il  ben  vojiro  ;  ne  conjiglio 
jfltro  pctete  prender,  cbe  vi  voglia  ; 
E  men  di  tutti  gli  altri,  ft>  col  jiglio 
Di  Milon  vi  mettete  a  la  battaglia  ; 
Cbe' I  guadagno  del  vincer  al  periglio 
De  la  perdita  grande  non  Ji  agguaglia  \ 
Vincendo  voi,  poco  acquiftar  potete, 
Ma  non  perdtr  gia  poco,  fe  perdete. 

41. 

Quando  uccidiate  Orlando,  e  noi,  venuti 
£rui  per  morire^  o  vincer  e  con  lui, 
la  non  veggo  per  quejlo,  cbe  iperdutl 
Domini  rac.;niflar  s' ' abbian  per  vui. 
Ne  dcvete  fperar,  cbe  s:Jimuti 
Lo  ftato  de  le  cofe,  morti  nui, 
Ch  tumitti  a  Carlo  manckino  da  porrt 
£kivi  a  guardar  jin  u  I'eflrema  torrf- 


36. 

Upon  the  fhore  defcends  the  knight  Anglant, 
His  kinfman  Olivier,  and  Brandimart, 
WTith  their  pavilions  and  the  fide  Levant 
Firft  occupy'd  ;  perhaps  not  without  art  : 
On  the  fame  day  arriv'd  there  Agramant, 
Himfelf  encamping  on  th1  oppofing  part  ; 
But,  of  the  day  as  now  much  time  was  flown, 
Till  the  next  morn  the  battle  they  poftpone. 

37- 

This  fide  and  that,  until  the  coming  light, 
Their  vafials  under  arms  a  guard  maintain  ; 
Himfelf  conducted  Brandimart,  by  night, 
Where,  in  their  tents,  the  Saracins  remain  : 
And  fpoke,  as  did  his  Goperal  permit, 
To  Afric's  King,  as  friends  had  been  thefe  twain, 
And  Brandimart,  once  with  the  army  vaft 
Of  the  King  Agramant,  to  France  had  pafs'd. 

38. 

After  falutes,  and  hand  and  hand  they  join, 
A  many  reafons,  as  his  friend,  did  fhow 
The  faithful  knight  to  the  King  Saracin, 
Wherefore  he  to  this  battle  fhould  not  go  : 
And  to  his  pow'r  each  city  to  refign, 
'Twixt  Herc'les  pillars,  and  where  Nile  does  flow, 
He  otftr'd  to  him,  by  Orlando's  leave, 
If  in  the  fon  of  blefled  Mary  he'd  believe. 

39- 

As  I've  ftill  lov'd  you  much,  and  love  retain, 
This  counfel,  faid  he,  is  by  me  beftow'd, 
And  as  the  fame,  Sir,  for  myfelf  I've  ta'en, 
You  may  believe  that  I  efteem  it  good  : 
Chrift  I  have  known  is  God,  Mahomet  vain, 
And,  in  the  way  I  an>,  guide  you  1  wou'd  : 
I  wifh,  Sir,  in  the  true  falvarion, 
You  were  with  me,  and  thofe  I  love  each  or.c. 

40. 

Herein  confifts  your  good,  and  counfel  none 
Elfe  can  you  follow,  aught  can  fignify, 
And  leaft  of  any,  if  you  with  the  fon 
Of  Milon  fhould  proceed  this  fight  to  try ; 
For  gain  of  conqueft,  you  much  rifque  would  rua 
Of  a  great  lofs,  by  no  means  equally  : 
But  little  you  can  gain  by  victory ; 
Bat  if  you  lofe,  not  fmall  your  lofs  will  be. 

41. 

Tho'  you  Orland,  and  all  of  us,  had  (lain, 
With  him  come  here  to  conquer  or  to  die, 
I  cannot  fee,  that  you  your  loft  domain 
Should  to  yourfelf  expeft  to  get  thereby  : 
Nor  fhould  you  hope  things  fo  vrould  turn  again, 
We  dead,  from  ftate  they  were  in  formerly, 
That  Charles  fhould  want  of  men  fufficient  p->v.  : 
la  this  place  to  defend  the  utmoft  tow'r. 

4* 


39* 


ORLANDO    FU  R  10  S  0.  Canto  41. 


42. 


Coit  parlava  Branditnarte^  ed  era 
Per  foggi  unger  e  ancor  incite  a  It  re  ccfe  ; 
Ma  fu  con  voce  irata,  e  facet a  alt  era 
Dal  Pagano  interrotto,  cbe  rifpofe  ; 
Tc  merit  a  per  certo,  e  pazzia  vera 
E  la  tua,  e  dl  qualunquc^  cbe  ft  pofe 
A  configliar  mai  cofa,  o  buonay  b  ria, 
Ove  cbiamato  a  configliar  nonfta, 

E  cbe1 1  conftgliO)  che  mi  dait  proceda 
Da  beny  cbe  mhai  valuta,  e  vuoimi  ancoray 
It  nonfoy  a  dire  ilver,  come  to  til  credo, 
J-jhtattdo  qui  con  Orlando  ti  veggo  ora. 
Credero  ben,  tu,  che  ti  vedi  in  preda 
Di  quel  Dragon^  cbe  Fanime  diuora^ 
Che  brami  te^o  nel  dolor  e  eterno 
Tutto'l  mondo  poier  trarre  a  I" Inferno. 

44- 

Ch'io  vinca,  o  perda,  o  debba  nel  nrio  regna 
Tornare  antics  ^  ofemprejlarne  in  bands ^ 
In  mente  fua  n'ha  Die  fatto  difegnoy 
llqual  rie  /'<?,  rietu,  tie  vede  Orlando. 
Sia  quel,  che  vttolj  non  potra  ad  atto  indegit 
Di  Re  inchinarmi  mai  timor  nefando  : 
S'to  fojji  certo  di  morir^  vo'morto 
Prima  rejlar>  cb'alfangue  mio  far  torto. 

45- 

Or  ti  pun  ritornar  j  che  fe  migliore 
Non  fit  dimane  in  quefto  campo  armato9 
Che  tu  mi  fia  paruto  oggi  orator e^ 
Mai  troverajfi  Orlando  accompagnato . 
Quefte  ult'mie parole  ufcircnfuore 
Dd  petto  accefo  £ Agramante  irato. 
Rhorno  Funo,  e  faltro^  e  ripofojfe 
Fin  che  del  mare  il  giorno  tifcito  fojje. 

46. 

Nel  biancbeggiar  de  la  nuiia  alba  armaliy 
E  in  un  memento  fur  tutti  a  cavalio. 
Pec  hi  Cermonft  fan  tra  loro  ufati  ; 
Non  vi  fu  indugiO)  non  vifu  interuallo  ; 
Cbe  i  ferri  df  le  lance  hanno  abbajjati. 
Ma  mi  pcrria,  Sigror,  far  troppo  falls, 
i>,  per  voler  di  cojlor  dir,  lafdajji 
Tanto  Ruggier  nel  mar,  cbe  tfaffogaffi, 

47- 

II giovinttta  conpiedf^  e  con  bratua 
Percetendo  venia  rvrribifonde. 
11  ventc,  e  la  tempejla  gli  minaccia  ; 
Ma p'u  la  cofcienzia  lo  tonfonde. 
<Teme^  che  Grift  o  ora  vendetta  fatcia  ; 
Cbe^  poi  che  battezar  ne  Vacque  monde^ 
Ruanda  ebbe  tempo,  si  poco  gli  calfe , 
Or  fibattezi  in  quejle  amare^  e  falfe. 


Thus  Brandimarte  fpoke,  aad  ready  now 
Was  yet  a  many  more  things  to  have  faid, 
When  with  an  angry  voice,  and  haughty  brow. 
The  Pagan,  interrupting,  anfwer  made  : 
Raflinefs,  moft  Cure,  and  downright  folly  too 
Is  your's  and  ev'ry  one's,  who  is  betray'd, 
Ever  or  good  or  ill  to  counfel  ought, 
Where  his  advice  not  .previoufly  is  fought. 

43* 

And  that  th'  advice  proceeds  you  to  me  give, 
From  good,  you've  wifti'd,  or  that  you  now  wifii  me. 
To  fay  the  truth,  I  cannot  fo  believe, 
As  with  Orlando  you  conjoin'd  I  fee  : 
Fully  I'll  think,  you,  who  yourfelf  perceive, 
Of  this  the  foul-devouring  dragon  prey, 
Would  wifh,  with  you,  into  eternal  woe, 
To  hell  you  all  the  world  could  caufe  to  go. 

44. 

If  I  to  lofe  or  conquer  am  defign'd, 
Turn  to  my  antient  realm,  or  banifh'd  be, 
That  the  Supreme  has  prder'd  in  his  mind, 
The  which  nor  I,  Orland,  or  you,  can  fee  : 
Be't  as  it  will,  bafe  fear  ne'er  me  inclin'd, 
To  aft  unworthy  of  my  majefty  ; 
Were  I  of  dying  fure,  dead  I'd  remain, 
Sooner  than  on  my  blood  commit  a  {tain. 

45- 

Now  you  may  go  ;  for  if,  no  better  way, 
To-morrow  in  the  field  you  {how  your  (kill, 
Than  you've  appear'd  an  orator  to-day, 
Orland  may  find  himfelf  attended  ill. 
Thefe  final  words  did  Agramante  fay, 
From  breaft  enflam'd,  which  fury  vaft  did  fill. 
One  and  the  other  went  to  their  repofe, 
Till  from  the  ocean  the  new  day  arofe. 

46. 

As  the  bright  morn  fhone  forth,  arm'd  were  they  all, 
And,  in  a  moment,  on  then*  horfes  they  : 
Now  was  betwixt  them  us'd  difcourfe  but  fmall. 
Nor  was  there  interval,  nor  was  delay  ; 
For  of  their  lances  each  the  fteel  lets  fall : 
But  I  too  great  a  fault  commit,  Sir,  may, 
Of  thefe  inclin'd  to  fpeak,  fhould  I  alone 
Leave  Ruggier,  in  the  fea,  until  he  drown. 

47- 

The  young  man,  with  his  ftretch'd  out  arms  and  feet, 
Smiting  the  dreadful  waves,  does  o'er  them  bound, 
The  winds  and  tempeft  him  with  fury  threat ; 
But  moft  his  confcience  him  does  now  confound  : 
Jie  fears,  that  Chrift  now  caufes  vengeance  meet, 
Since,  when  to  be  baptiz'd  he  feafon  found 
In  the  clean  ftream,  he  it  fo  little  priz'd  : 
Now,  in  this  fait  and  bitter3  he's  bapdz'd. 

48. 


Canto  41. 


O  R  L  A  N  D 

48. 

Gil  ritornano  a  ntente  h  promejfe, 
Che  tante  volte  a  lafua  donna  fece  ; 
Quely  cbe  giurato  avea  ^  quando  ft  mejje 
Contra  RinaldO)  e  nulla  fatisfece  : 
ADio-t  ch'ivi  punir  non  lo  '"JoUJfe, 
Pentito  dijje  quattro  voke,  e  aiece  ; 
E  fece  voto  di  core^  e  di  fede 
D'ejfer  Crijlian^  fe  ponea  in  terra  ilpiede. 

49. 

E  mal  piu  non  pigliar  Jpada^  ne  lancia 
Contra  i  fedeli  in  aiuto  di  Mori  ; 
Ma  cbe  ritorneria  fubito  in  Franciat 
E  a  Carlo  renderia  debii't  onori  ; 
A7*  Bradamante  piu  terrebbe  a  ciancia, 
E  verria  a  fine  onejlo  de'fuo'amori. 
MiracolfU)  cbe  fenti  al  fin  del  voto 
Crefccrfiforza*  e  agevolarft  il  nuoto. 

5?- 

Crtjict  faforza,  e  I'anima  indefejjo  ; 
Ruggier  per  cote  fonde,  e  le  rifpinge, 
L'onde,  che  feguon  Vuna  a  I  altra  apprejjo  ; 
Di  che  una  il  leva^  unaltra  b  fofpirge. 
Ccii  mcntandoy  e  diftendejido  ipejjoy 
Con  gran  travaglio  al  fin  I'  arena  a  (tinge  ; 
£  da  la  part  e,  onde  s'incbina  il  cclle 
Piuverfo  ilmare9  efce  bagnato^  emslle. 

51- 

Furfrtti  gli  '  altri,  che  nel  mar  ft  diero, 
Vint  I  da  fonde,  e  al  fin  rejlar  ne  i'acque, 
AV/  folitario  fcoglio  ufci  Ruggicro, 
Come  a  falta  bonta  dtvinapiacqut. 
Poi  cbe  fu  fopra  il  monte  inculto^  e  fieri 
Sicur  dal  mary  nuovo  timor  gli  na 
D'avere  ejilio  in  st  Jlretto  confine^ 
E  di  morirvi  di  difagio  al  fine. 

52. 

Ma  pur  col  tore  indomito^  <  cojiante 
Di  patir^  quanta  e  in  del  di  lui  prefer  jtto, 
fei  duri  faffi  I'intrepide  piante 
Mojfe,  poggiando  in  ver  la  cima  al  dritto. 
Ncnera  cento  pajji  andato  innantey 
Che  "vide  d'anni,  t  d'ajiinenze  afflitto 
\Jorn  ,  ch'avea  d'eremita  abito,  e  jegno^ 
Di  molt  a  river  enza  ,  /  d'onor  degno. 

Cbe  come  gkfuprej/b  ;   Saulo^  Saulo, 
GY/W0,  perche  perjegui  la  mia  fede  ? 
Come  allora  il  Signor  dijje  a  Son  Paula, 
Cbe'  I  colpo  faint  ifero  gli  diede. 
Pajjar  credejli  il  mar^  /.v  pagar  naulo, 
E  defraudare  altrui  dc  la  mcrcede. 

^  che  Dio,  c'ha  tnnga  man^  ti  g:ungey 
tu  gli  penfafti  ej/er  piu  lunge* 
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. 

His  promifes  themfelves  t'  his  mind  prefent, 

Made  t'  his  efpoufed  fo  repeatedly, 

And  what  h'ad  alfo  fworn,  what  time  he  went 

Againft  Rinald,  and  ne'er  did  fatisfy  : 

To  God,  not  to  inflift  his  puniftiment, 

Ten  times  or  more  he  did  repentant  cry, 

And  in  his  heart,  with  faith,  he  made  a  vow, 

Chriftian  to  be,  if  he  on  earth  his  feet  fhould  throvr. 

49- 

And  never  more  to  take  his  fword  or  lance 
Againft  the  faithful,  or  the  Moors  to  aid  ; 
But  that  he'd  fuddenly  return  to  France, 
And  his  due  honours  to  King  Charles  be  paid", 
And  Bradamant  he'd  hold  no  more-in  chance, 
But  of  his  love  a  rightful  end  be  made. 
Miracle  'twas  :  he  felt,  his  vow  when  done, 
His  ftrength  increas'd,  his  fwimming  light  was  grown. 

5°- 

His  ftrength  increas'd,  his  mind  untired  grew  : 
Ruggier  the  waves  fmote,  and  pufh'd  back  again, 
The  waves,  which  one  the  other  clofe  purfue, 
Of  which  one  prefs'd  him  on,  one  did  fuftain  : 
Thus  mounting  ftill,  and  ftill  defcending  new, 
At  length,  with  toil,  he  did  the  fand  attain, 
And  by  that  fide  where  the  rock  downwards  bent 
Towards  the  fea,  wet  and  fatigu'd  he  went. 

51- 

All  of  the  reft,  who  to  the  fea  betook, 
By  th'  waves  o'ercome,  beneath  the  flood  remain  : 
Ruggier  got  out  upon  the  lonely  rock, 
As  the  high  heav'nly  bounty  did  ordain  ; 
When  to  the  fierce  and  favage  cliff  he  took, 
Safe  from  the  fea,  new  dread  arofe  again, 
That  banifh'd  here,  within  thefe  confines  ftrait, 
He  in  diftrefs  at  lafl  fhould  find  his  fate. 

S2- 

But,  with  a  fteady  heart,  and  uncaft  down, 
Whatever  heav'n  prefcrib  d  to  undergo, 
With  pace  intrepid  o'er  the  craggy  ftone, 
Mounting  towards  the  top,  direct  did  go. 
A  hundred  fteps  he  had  not  forward  gone, 
Ere  he  perceiv'd,  by  years  and  faft  brought  low, 
A  mao,  whofe  drefs  did  him  a  hermit  fhew, 
To  whom  much  honour  and  refpeft  feem'd  due. 

Who  as  to  him  he  nighcr  was,  Saul,  Saul, 
Cry'd  out,  my  faith  why  perfecuteft  thou  ? 
As  once  our  Lord  faid  to  the  holy  Paul, 
What  time  he  gave  the  health-refloring  blow  : 
You'd  pafs  the  fea,  and  pay  no  freight  at  all, 
And,  the  reward  that's  due,  by  fraud  forego  : 
Obfcrve,  how  God  you  with  long  hand  has  caught", 
When  him  you  at  a-  farther  diftance  thought.. 

54- 


»4 

54- 

E  fi'gHtJy  il  fautijfirno  ercmita  ; 
II  qual  la  nstte  innanzi  avuto  avea 
In  vi/ion  da  jD/0,  che  con  fua  ait  a 
A  lo  fcogito  Ruggier  giunger  dcvea  ; 
E  di  In:  tntta  la  pajjata  vita, 
E  la  fuiura,  e  ancor  la  morte  rea^ 
Fif/it  e  nipoti,  ed  ogni  difcendente 
Gli  area  Dio  rivelato  interarnenie. 

t  55- 

Seguito  r  Eremita  riprendendo 
Pr'ana  Ruggiero  \  e  al  fin  poi  confortollo. 
Lo  riprendea^  c/Sera  its  differendo 
Sot  to  il  foave  giogo  a  porre  i  I  cello ; 
E  and,  che  dove  a  far  liber  o  ejj'endo, 
Mentre  Crijlo  pregando  a  fe  chiamollo. 
Fat  to  avca  poi  con  poca  grazla  ;  quando 
fcnir  con  sferza  il  vide  minacciando. 

56. 

Poi  conforiollo,  che  non  nega  il  lielo 
Tardij  o  per  tempo  Crijlo  a  chi  gliel  chi<de  ; 
E  di  quelli  operart  del  f/angelo 
Ararr3,  che  tutti  ebbon  ugual  merccde. 
Con  caritade,  e  con  devoto  zelo 
Lo  venne  ammaeftrando  ne  la  fede 
Ferfo  la  cella  fua  con  lento  paj/o, 
Ch'era  cavata  a  mezzo  il  duro  Jajfo. 

Di  fopra  fiede.  a  la  dcvota  eel  I  a 
Una  picciola  Chief a^  che  rifponde 
jf? Orient/ 1  ajjui  conioda^  ebclla\ 
Di  fat  to  un  boj^o  jcende  fiti'a  Ponde, 
Di  lauri,  e  di  ginepri,  e  di  moriciia^ 
E  di  palme  fruttifere,  efeconde^ 
Che  riga  fempre  Una  liquida  fonie, 
Che  mortnorando  cade  giu  dal  rnonte, 

58. 

Fran  drgli  anr.i  omai  prejjo  a  quaranta^ 
Che  su  lo  fcoglio  il  fraticel  (imeffe  ; 
Cb'a  menar  vita  ft  lit  a  ria^  e  fanta 
Luogo  opportune  tiSalvator gli  elejfe. 
Difrutte  colte  or  d'una^  or  d'ahra  piantat 
E  d'ncqua  pura  la  fua  vita  rejje  ; 
Cbevalida^  e  rolujla,  e  fenza  affanno 
Era  venuta  a  Fottantefimo  anno. 

59- 

Dentro  la  cells  il  Vecchio  accefe  ilfocoy 
E  la  menfa  ingombro  di  vari  frutti\ 
Oveji  ricrco  Ruggier  o  un  poco^ 
Pofcia  ch'i  panni^  e  t  capelli  ebbe  afciutti. 
Imparo  poi  piu  ad  agio  in  quejh  loco 
Di  nojlra  fede  i  gran  mi/Jeri  tutti  , 
Ed  a  la  purafor.te  eble  battefmo 
il  fkfeguente  dal  ^fccbio  mtdefm. 
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54- 


And  the  moft  holy  hermit  then  went  on  : 
Who  did,  the  very  night  before,  conceive 
From  God,  in  vifion,  by  his  fuccour  fhewn. 
That  to  his  rock  Ruggiero  fhould  arrive  : 
And  had  his  paft  and  future  aftions  known, 
And  what  fad  fate  fhould  him  of  life  deprive  ; 
His  fons,  his  grandfons,  all  his  progeny, 
Cod  had  to  him  revealed  totally. 

55- 

The  hermit  chiding  Ruggier  firfl,  went  on 
Such  way,  then  comfort  gave  him  in  the  end  : 
He  him  reprov'd,  for  that  he  did  poftpone 
Beneath  the  pleafmg  yoke  his  neck  to  bend, 
And  that,  which  he  in  freedom  fhould  have  done, 
While  Chrift  to  call  him  did  requefts  extend, 
He  had  done  afcer;  but  with  little  grace, 
When  he  perceiv'd  him,  with  his  rod,  menace. 

56. 

Then  comforts  him,  that  Chrift  does  not  refufc 
Heav'n  unto  fuch  as  afk  it,  foon  or  late  : 
And,  of  the  lab'rers,  as  the  gofpel  (hews, 
That  all  reward  had  equal,  does  relate  : 
And  charity  and  zeal  devout  does  ufe, 
To  make  him  mafter  of  the  faith  complete  : 
Thus  tow'rds  his  cell  in  gentle  pace  went  on, 
Which  hollow'd  was  amid  the  rocky  ftone. 

57- 

On  th'  upper  fide  o'  th'  cell  devout  was  fet 
A  little  chapel,  which  exactly  flood 
Facing  the  eaft,  commodious  and  neat ; 
Beneath,  a  grove  defcended  to  the  flood, 
Of  laurels,  junipers,  and  myrtles  fweet, 
And  of  the  fertile  palm's  well-bearing  wood, 
Conftantly  water'd  by  a  liquid  font, 
That  murm 'ring  tumbled  downward  from  the  mount. 

58. 

Now  almoft  forty  years  were  come  about, 
Si'  th'  monk  did  to  this  rock  himfelf  difpofe, 
Which,  for  a  life  retir'd  to  lead  devout, 
A  fitting  place  his  Saviour  for  him  chofe  : 
With  fruits,  he  on  the  various  trees  found  out, 
-  And  water  pure  his  life  to  rule  he  fhows, 
Which,  vig'rous  and  robufl,  and  without  care, 
Was  now  arriv'd  up  to  the  eightieth  year. 

59- 

Within  his  cell,  a  fire  th'  old  man  caus'd  blaze, 
And  with  fruits  various  his  board  fupplies, 
Where  Ruggier  fomewhat  did  himfelf  folace, 
Soon  as  his  cloathing  and  his  hair  he  dries  : 
Then  gently  was  inftrufted,  in  this  place, 
Of  our  whole  faith  in  the  great  myfteries, 
And  had,  at  the  pure  font,  baptifmal  rite, 
The  foll'wing  day,  from  the  fame  Eremite. 

60. 


Canto 
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Seconds  il  luogo,  affai  contento  /lava 
Quivi  Rhggifft  che1 1  buonfervo  di  Dio 
f'ra  pochi  gicrni  intenzion  gli  dava 
Di  rimandarlo,  ove  piu  avea  difio. 
Di  molte  cofe  intanto  ragionava 
Con  luifovente  ;  cr  al  regno  &i  Dio, 
Or' a  li  propri  cafi  appartenenti ; 
Or  del  fuo  fangue  a  le  future  genti. 

61. 

Avea  il  Signer,  chc'ltutto  intende,  e  vcdey 
Rivelato  al  fantijfirno  Eremita, 
Che  Ruggier  da  quel  di,  cfrebbe  la  fede, 
Dwea  "fette  anni,  e  non  piit  Jt  are  in  vita-, 
Che  per  la  morte,  che  fua  donna  diide 
A  P'nabel,  eft  a  lui  fia  attribuita; 
Saria,  e  per  quella  ancor  di  Bertolugi, 
Morto  da  i  Maganzff:  empi,  c  malvugi. 

62. 

E  che  qiultradimento  cndra  si  occulto, 
Che  non  fe  rCudira  difuor  novella  i 
Per  che  nel  priori  o  loci  fa  fepaho, 
Ove  onto  uccifo  da  la  gente  fella. 
Perquf/io  tardii'endicato,  cd  ulto 
Fia  da  la  mogiie,  4  da  la  fua  forella  ; 
E  che  col  ventrf  pien  per  lunga  via 
.Da  la  moglier  fedcl  cercato  fia, 

63- 

Fra  r  Ad'ge,  e  la  Brenta  a  pie  decolliy 
CitalTroiano  Antenor  piacquero  tantu, 
Con  le  Julfnree  vene,  e  rivi  moll:, 

•  Con  lieti  jolchi,  e  piaxti  ameni  a  canto  ; 
Che  con  Falta  Ida  volcntier  mutolli, 
Coljofyirato  Jfcanio,  e  caro  Xanto  ; 

A  par -tor  ir  verra  ne  le  forefte, 

Che  fon  peco  kntzne  al  Frigio  At  eft  e  \ 

64. 

E  ch'in  lellczza,  ed  in  valor  crffciuto 
II par '(o  fuo,  che  pur  Ruggier  fia  detto  ; 
E  del  fangue  Troian  rico^ofciuta 
Da  quei'Troiani,  in  lor  Signor  fia  eletto  ; 
Epoi  da  Carlo,  a  cui  fard  in  an/to 
Incentra  i  Longobardi  giovinetto  ; 
Dominio  giyfto  avra  del  bel  parfet 
E  titolo  OHtrate  di  Mai\hefe. 

.65.    _ 

E  perche  dira  Carlo  in  latino  :  Efte 
Signori  qui,  quando  faragli  ildono  j 
J^il jc^lo  fuiur  nomtnato  EJle 
Sara  il  Id  luogo  con  augurio  bono. 
£  con  lafciera  il  name  d'AteJie 
De  le  due  pnnie  note  il  vecchio  fuono . 
Avea  Di«  ancor  a  al  Jerv9  fuo  predetta 
Di  Ruggier  la  jut  ur  a  -ajpra  V(Hd(tta» 

•  Vox.  II. 


60. 

As  the  place  fuits,  here  Ruggier  well  content 
Tarry'd  ;  for  of  the  Lord  the  fervant  good, 
Within  few  days/had  told  him  his  intent 
To  fend  him  back  again,  where'er  he  wou'd  : 
J\Iean  time  he  reaibn'd  of  things  different 
Oft  with  him  :  npw  to  him  God's  kingdom  fhow'd : 
Now  what  related  to  his  proper  cafe  : 
Now  of  his  blood  to  flow  in  future  race. 

61. 

The  Lord,  who  all  things  knows,  and  does  per. 
To  this  moft  holy  hermit  did  dii; 
From  that  day  Ruggier  did  the  faith  receive, 
He  feven  years,  not  more,  in  lite  l'1 
That,  for  the  death  which  his  own  fpoufc  did  give 
To  Pinabel,  which  they  on  him  fliould  '. 
And  for  that  other  too  of  Bertcb.ge, 
He'd  die  by  the  Maganz^fe'  impious  vengeful  rage. 

62 

And  that  futh  treafon  fliould  fo  hid  remain, 
That  news  thereof  fliould  not  abroad  be  known  ; 
For  in  that  place  his  body  fliould  b. 
Where  he  was  kill'd  by  this  bafe  nation. 
For  this,  tho'  late,  fit  vengeance  fliouU  be  ta'en. 
Which  by  his  wife  and  fifter  fliouJd  be  done, 
And  that,  with  womb  replete,  by  diftant  • 
His  faithful  fpoufe  in  feurch  of  him  fliould  ftray. 

63. 

'Twixt  th'  Adige  and  the  Brent,  beneath  thofe  hills, 
Where  Troy's  Antenor  did  fuch  pleafure  /hare, 
With  fulph 'rotis  veins,  and  llrcams  in  gentle  rills, 
By  th'  fide  rich  furrow'd  fields,  and  meadows  fair  ; 
Which  he  to  charge  with  lofty  Ida,  wiilc 
•With  loft  Afcanius  and  his  Xanthus  dear, 
She'll  come,  and  in  thofc  groves  deliver'd  be, 
A*(5t  diftant  far  from  Fhr'.'gian  Atdt- ; 

64, 

And  that,  in  beauty  <ind  in  valour  grown, 
His  offspring,  who  by  name  of  Ruggkr  go<?5, 
And  of  the  blood  renown 'd  of  Trojan  known, 
"Shall  by  thefe  Trojans  for  their  Lord  be  chofe  : 
And  then,  from  Charles,  to  whom  his  aid  is  flxown, 
When  he -a  youth  the  Lombards  Jhall  oppofc, 
He'll  have  of  this  fine  country  juft  domain, 
And  of  a  Marquiis  title  grand  obtain. 

And  as,  in  Latin,  Charles  /hall  -fay,  Ejle 
Louis  here,  on  him  when  is  fuch  gift  bvllow'd, 
Efte,  in  future  ages,  call'd  ihafl  be 
This  place  fo  elegant,  with  omen  good  : 
So  it  fliall  lofe  the  name  of  Atcfte, 
.And  the  two  primal  letters'  found  exclude  : 
God  to  his  fervant  alfo  had  foretold 
For  Ruggier 's  death  the  future  vengeance  bold. 
R  r  M- 
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66. 

Win  viftcne  a  la  fedel  conforte 

Jpparira  dinanzi  al  giorno  un  poco  ; 

E  le  dira,  chi  I'avra  meffo  a  mortey 

E  dove  giacera,  nwjlrera  il  loco  : 

Onde  ella  poi  con  la  cognata  fcrte 

D  iff  rugger  a  Pan  fieri  a  ferroy  e  a  foco ; 

Nefara  a  Ma  ganzcfi  minor  danni 

21  figlio  fuo  Ruggier  oy  ov'abbia  gli  anni. 

67.  ^ 

Z)' '  Azzi?  d'Alberti^  d'Obizi  difiorjo 
Fatto  g'ti  avevay  c  di  krjlirpe  bellay 
Infino  a  Niccolay  Leonelloy  Borfoy 
Ercole,  Alfon[oy  Ippolito,  e  Jfabella  : 
Ma  il  Santo  Veccbio,  ch'a  la  lingua  ha  il  morfo, 
Non  di  quanta  cgli  fa  peri  favella. 
Narra  a  Ruggier  quel,  che  narrar  cutvienji, 
E  quely  tVin  fe  de'ritenery  ritienfi. 

68. 

Jn  qucfto  tempo  Orlando,  e  Brandimarte> 
E'l  Mar  chef  e  Olivur  col  f  err  o  bajjo 
Vanno  a  troiare  il  Saractno  Martey 
Che  co.ii  nominar  Ji  pus  GradaJJo, 
E  gli  altri  duo,  che  da  contraria  partt 
Han  mojfo  i  buon  dejhier  piii  che  di  pajfo  ; 
Jo  dico  il  Re  Agramantey  e'l  Re  Sobrino  : 
Rimbomba  al  corfo  il  litoy  eyl  mar  vicina. 

69.   _ 

Qitando  a  lofcontro  vengono  a  trovarji, 
£  in  tronchi  vola  al  del  rotta  ogni  lanciay 
Del  gran  rumor  fu  viJJo  il  mar  gonfiarfi  \ 
De I  gran  rumor y  che  s'udi  Jino  in  Francia. 
Venne  Orlando,  e  GradaJJb  a  rifcontrarf^ 
E  poteajlare  ugual  quejla  bilancia-, 
Se  non  era  il  vantaggio  di  Baiardoy 
Che  fe  parer  Grad^Jfi  piu  gagliardo. 

70. 

PercoJJc  egli  ildejlrier  di  minor forzay 
Ch' Orlando  avea,  d*un  urto  cosijirano, 
Che  lo  fece  picgare  a  poggia,  e  adorza, 
E  poi  cadery  quanta  era  lungoy  al  piano. 
Orlando  di  levarlo  Ji  rinforza 
Trc  vclte  e  quattro^  e  con  fproniy  e  con  manot 
E  quando  alfin  nolpuo  levary  ne  Jcetidey 
Lo  Jcudo  imbraccia^  e  Balifarda  prcnde. 

71- 

Scontro/i  col  Re  d* Africa  Gliviero, 
E  for  di  qi-ello  incontro  a  par  o  a  pars. 
Mrandiwartc  reftarfenza  dejiriero 
face  Scbrin  ;  ma  non  ft  feppe  chiarot 
Se  I'ebbe  il  deftrier  cclpa,  o  il  cavalier ot 
Cb'avezzo  era  Sobrin  coder  di  raro  : 
O  del  dfjlrieia>  o  fuo  pur  foffe  i!fat,'ot 
Sib'tin  fe  ritrwogiu  del  cavalle. 
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66. 


That,  in  a  vifion,  to  his  confort  true 
He  fiiall  appear,  a-\vhile  ere  break  of  day^ 
And  fhall  relate,  who  him  it  was  that  flew, 
And  fho\v  the  very  place  where  he  fhall  lay  : 
Whence  flic  fhall  with  her  fifler  brave  puriue 
The  Pontiers,  and  with  fire  and  fword  fhall  flay  : 
Nor  to  the  Maganzefe  lefs  ill  fhall  do 
His  fon  Ruggier,  when  he  to  years  fhall  grow. 

67. 

Of  Azzi,  Alberts,  Obizi,  difcourfe 
Was  granted  him,  and  of  their  offspring  bright,, 
Quite  down  to  Nich'las,  Leonel,  and  Borfe, 
Herc'les,  Alfons,  Ifabel,  Hippolite  ; 
But  th'  holy  man  his  tongue  reftrain'd  by  force,. 
Nor  of  the  whole  he  knew  would  he  endite : 
Tells  to  Ruggier  what  fluted  to  be  told, 
And  what  with-hold  he  ought,  he  does  with-hold. 

63. 

In  the  mean  time  Orland  and  Brandimart, 
And  Marquifs  Olivier,  their  fpears  let  down, 
The  Pagan  Mars  t'  encounter  forward  dart ; 
For  fuch  the  name  Gradaflb  well  might  own ; 
And  t'other  two,  who  were  of  th'  adverfe  part, 
With  eager  hafte  their  palfreys  had  prefs'd  on  ; 
I  mean  King  Agramant,  and  Sobrin  King  ; 
Their  march  the  fhore  and  neighb'ring  fea  made  ring. 

69. 

When  they  to  meet  each  other  forward  bound, 
And  broke  in  fplinters  flew  to  heav'n  each  lance, 
The  fea  was  feen  to  fwell  at  the  vaA  found, 
The  found  fa  vaft,  that  'iwas  evvri  heard  in  Franc*. 
Orland  Gradaflb  to  encounter  found, 
And  'twixt  them  might  have  pois'd  an  equal  chance ; 
But  that  the  'vantage  of  Baiard  his  fhare 
More  pow'rful  caus'd  Gradaflb  to  appear. 

70. 

The  palfrey  of  fueh  fmaller  ftrength  he  ply'd, 
Which  Orland  rode,  with  thrufts  fo  violent, 
He  forc'd  him  to  give  way  on  ev'ry  fide, 
And  then,  at  his  full  length,  to  earth  he  went  : 
Orland,  to  make  him  rife,  his  efforts  try'd,. 
Three  or  four  times,  with  hand  and  fpurs  intent. 
And  when  he  could  not  raife  him,  he  forfakes, 
His  fhield  he  grafps,  and  Balifarda  takes. 

71- 

Olivier  meets  the  Monarch  African,, 
And  in  fuch  meeting  feem'd  an  equal  pair  : 
Brandimart  caus'd  without  a  horfe  remain 
Sobrin  ;  but  it  was  not  difcover'd  clear, 
If  on  the  horfe  or  knight  the  fault  had  lain. 
For  that  Sobrin  was  us'd  to  fall  but  rare  : 
Whether  the  palfrey's  fault  'twas,  or  his  own, 
Sobrin  from  off  his  Heed  on  earth  was  thrown. 
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Or  Brandimarte,  die  vide  per  terra 

11  Re  Sobrin,  non  VaJJal]  altramente  ; 

Ma  contra  il  Re  Gra dajjo  Jj  dijfcrra, 

Ch'avea  abbot tuto  Orlando  parimente. 

Tra  il  Marchefe,  e  Agramante  ando  la  guerrat 

Come  fu  cominciafa  prirnam/nte.  ; 

Pol  chefi  ruppon  fa/ft  ne  gli  fcud'i, 

S'eran  tornati  incontro  a  floccbi  ignudi. 

Orlando,  che  GradaJJb  V»  atto  vede, 
Cht  par,  cb'a  lui  tornar  poco  gli  caglia, 
Ne  tornar  Brandimarte  gli  concede, 
Tanto  hjlringe,  e  tanto  lo  travagtia  ; 
Si  volge  intorno,  e  Jimilmente  a  piede 
Vede  Sobrin,  chejla  fenza  bait  a  gli  a  ; 
Ver  lui  Savventa  ;  e  a  I  mover  dc  le  plant  e 
Fa  il-ciel  tremor  del  fuo  fiero  fembiantt. 

Sobrin,  che  di  tar  to  uom  vede  rajjiilto, 
Strctto  ne  I"  arms  s'apparecd/ta  tut  to  ; 
Come  nocchlero,  a  cut  vegna  a  gran  falto 
AtuggtHelo  incontra  il  minacciof)  futto, 
Drizza  la  prora  ;   e  quando  il  mar  tan? olio 
l/rede  faiire,  effer  vorria  a  Fafctutt9. 
Sobrin  lo  fcudo  cppine  a  la  ruina, 
Che  da  la  fpada  vlen  di  Fa/enna. 

Di  talfinezza  e  quella  BuKfarda, 
Che  Par  me  le  ptn  far  poco  riparo  ; 
In  man  poi  di  perjsiui  si  ga^Varda, 
In  man  aTOrlando,  unico  al  mindo,  c  rare  j 
Tag !i a  lo  fc  udc,  e  nuila  la  ritarda, 
Percbe  cercbiatG  f.a  tut  to  dacciaro  ; 
TqgJia  lo  fcudo,  e  Jino  al  fondo  fende, 
E  fotto  a  quell;  in  sit  la  fpalta  jcende. 

76. 

Scendt «  la  fpalla,  e  perche  la  ritrcvl 
Di  doppia  lama,  e  di  ;naglia  copcrta, 
Non  v:<c! pero,  che  mlto  ella  le  giwi, 
Che  di  gran  pia?a  non  la  lafci  aperta. 
Mena  Ssbrin  ;  rna  indarno  f,  che  ft  provi 
Ferlre  Orlando,  a  cui  per  grazia  cert  a 
Diede  il  Me  tor  dd  cielo,  e  de  If  //<•//.', 
Che  maiforar  non  ft  gli  pub  la  pel'c. 

Raddoppia  il  cclpe  il  valorofo  Conte, 
E  pen/a  da  le  fpalle  il  capo  tar  gli . 
Sobrin,  che  fa  tt  valor  di  Chiaramcnte, 
Ed)epoco  gli  val  to  fcudo  oppargli, 
S'arretra  ;  ma  non  tanto,  eke  la  front > 
Non  venijje  anco  Bali  far  da  a  cor^li. 
Dijlattofu,  ma  il  colpo  tanto  feltt, 
Cb'ammacco  relmc,  e  gt'intronb 


72- 


Now  Brandimarr,  who  faw  upon  the  ground 
The  King  Sobrin,  no  more  did  him  pur:i:c  -, 
But  'gainft  the  King  Cradafs  did  forward  bound, 
Who  to  the  earth  had  beat  Orlando  too. 
'Twixt  Olivier  aud  Agramant  went  round 
The  combat,  juft  as  when  commenc'd  anew; 
After  their  fpears  upon  their  ihieids  were  broke, 
They  turn'd,  and  to  their  naked  weapons  took. 

Orlando,  who  Gradafs  in  a&  defcries, 
That  feem'd  he  car'd  not  turn  to  him  again. 
And  to  turn  Bran  limart,  die  pow'r  dc 
He  work'd  him  fo,  and  fo  did  him  detain, 
Mov'd  round,  and  fees  on  foot,  in  fell -lame  guife, 
Sobrin,  who  out  of  combat  did  remain, 
Springs  tow  Yds  him,  and  -the  motion  of  his  trcal 
Makes  heaven  tremble  at  his  femblance  dread. 

Sobrin,  who  from  fuch  man  aflault  efpies, 
Clofe  in  his  arms  prepares  himfelf  aJl  o'er  : 
As  mariner,  'gainit  whom  impetuous  hit-s 
The  threat'ning  wave,  that  comes  with  bell'wingroar, 
Directs  his  prow,  and  when  the  fea  thus  rife 
lie  now  perceives,  he  fain  would  get  to  fhore : 
Sobrin  oppos'd  the  ruin  with  his  fhield, 
Which  did  the  blade  of  Falerina  wield. 

Of  fuch  a  temper  Balifard  was  wrought, 
By  arms  but  fmall  refinance  could  be  fhown  ; 
Then  in  the  hand  of  one,  who  was  fo  flout, 
That  of  Orland,  fcarce  in  the  world  fuch  one, 
It  cuts  the  fliield,  and  was  retarded  nought, 
For  that  of  free!  a  circle  was  thereon, 
It  cuts  the  fhield,  and  to  the  bottom  rends, 
And  on  his  fhoulder  underneath  defcends. 

76. 

Sinks  to  his  ftioulder,  and  though  overlaid 
With  double  plate  and  coat  of  mail  'twas  f  juncf, 
It  would  net  yet,  thence  it  fhould  End  much 
But  left  it  open  with  a  mighty  wound. 
Sobrino  (hikes  ;  but  vainly  he  eiliiy'd 
To  fmite  Orland,  whom  with  fuch  grace  hai  crown'd 
Of  heaven  and  the  ftars  the  Mover  great, 
That  none  his  flan  fhould  ever  penetrate. 

His  ftroke  redoubles  the  moil  mighty  Count, 
And  from  his  fhonlders  thinks  his  head  to  take; 
Sobrin,  who  knows  the  pow'r  of  Claramont, 
And  that  his  fhield  could  fmall  refinance  make, 
Retires ;  but  not  fo  foon,  but  that  his  front 
The  fudden  Balifard  did  overtake  : 
Flat  was  the  blow  ;  but  yet  fo  fierce  convey !d, 
His  helm  it  fhatter'd,  and  it  ftunn'd  Mis  head. 

R  r  ^  78. 
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CatJde  Solrin  del  fit.ro  colpo  in  terra, 
O.tde  a  gran  pezzo  poi  non  e  rifcrfo. 
Crfde  Jinita  aver  con  lui  la  gucrra 
11  Paladino,  e  cbe  fi  giaccia  rnorto; 
E  i/erfo  il  Re  GradaJJo  fi  dijjerra, 
Cbe  Brandimarte  non  meni  n  mat  pan 
Che' I  Pagan  d'cirme,  e  di J'fada  I 
£  di  df/triet'C)  e  forfe  di  foffanza. 

79- 

L'arditO  Branditnarte  in  su  Frontino, 
Quel  biton  ds/lrier,  cbe  di  Ruggier  fu  duifizt, 
Si  portti  cost  ben  col  Sor'dciKOy 
Cbe  non  par  gia,  cbe  quel  troppo  I'avanzi. 
£  s'fgli  avejft  uibergo  coiifino, 
Come  il  Pagan,  gli  Jlaria  meglio  innanzi ; 
Ma  gli  convien  (cbe  malfifente  armato) 
Sp'J/b  dar  luogo  or  d'uno,  or  d'altro  lato. 

80. 

Altro  dejlricr  non  f,  cbe  meglio  intenaay 
Di  qujtl  Frontino  il  cavalier o  a  cenno  ; 
Par,  cbe  dovunque  Durindana  fc  en  da, 
Or  qninci,  or  quindi  abbia  a  fcbivarla  fennQ. 
Agramante,  e  Olivier  battaglla  orrenda 
slltrove  fanno,  c  giitdicar  Ji  denno 
Per  duo  gncr>  ier  di  pari  in  arme  accorti, 
E  poco  difftrenti  in  ejfer  forti. 

81. 

Jvca  lafciato,  come  is  dilji,  Orlando 
Eobrino  in  terra,  e  contra  il  Re  Gradajjb 
Soccorrer  Brandimarte  defiar.do, 
Ccmc  ft  tro'co  a  pie,  venia  a  gran  pajjc. 
Era  I'icin  per  affalirlo,  quando 
Vide  in  mezzo  del  campo  andare  afpajo 
11  buon  iavallo,  onde  Scbrin  fu  fpinto> 
E  pzraverlo  preftoftfu  accinto. 
82. 

'  fit/trier,  cbe  non  trouo  contefa, 
E  If.. '   iiifclto,  ed  entro  ne  la  ftlla  ; 
AV  i'una  i;u;n  la  fpadatien  fojpefa, 

? ultra  a  1.;  briglia  ricca,  e  bella. 
Gradajfe  vede  Orlando,  e  non  gli  pefa, 
Cb'a  mi  r.f  i-iem,  e  per  nome  Fappella  : 
Jd  ej/j,  e  a  Brandimarte,  c  a  Valtro  fpera 
Far  purer  notie,  e  cbe  nanjia  ancor  fir  a. 

Voltafi  alConte,  e  Brandimarte  lajja^ 
E  tYnrM  punta  to  irova  alcamaglio  : 
Fu^r  cbe  la  tame,  ogn'altra  cofa  pajja  ;     - 
Perfirar  qitellac  1>am>  ognitravaglio. 
Orlando  a  nn  tempo  Rail  far  da  abbajja  ; 
Non  vale  incatdo>  cv'elle  metie  iltaglio  \ 
Uebno,  hfcuao,  e  I'usbergo,  e  Tarn  " 

•mr  f*  J  I*  «X.-v  1*17 


'endo  in  giu  cio}  cVdla  p 


^arnefe 
'pre/e: 


Sobrin,  by  the  fell  ftroke,  to  earth  was  thrown, 
From  whence  long  time  he  did  not  rife  again ; 
The  Paladin  believ'd,  with  him  was  done 
The  war,  -and  tb.at  he  there  extinft  was  lain  ; 
And  tow'rds  the  King  Gradaflb  he  rulh'd  on, 
Left  he  o'er  Brandimart  might  vantage  gain  : 
As  him  the  Pagan  did  in  arms  outdo, 
In  fword  and  horle,  perhaps  in  power  too. 

79- 

The  valiant  Brandimart,  upon  Frontin, 
That  palfrey  brave,  which,  before,  Ruggicr's  was, 
So  well  conduced  with  the  Saracin, 
He  feem'd  not  over-much  him  to  furpafs  : 
And  if"  a  cors'let  he  had  had  fo  fine, 
As  had  the  Pagan,  him  he'd  better  face  ; 
But  'twas  fit,  as  himfelf  ill  arnvd  he  found, 
From  place  to  place  to  frequently  give  ground. 

80. 

No  horfe  there  was  that  underftood  fo  well, 
As  this  Frontin,  his  rider  to  obey, 
It  feem'd  where-ever  Durindana  tell, 
This  iide  or  that,  h"ad  fenfe  to  ihift  away. 
Elfewhere  King  Agramant  fight  horrible, 
And  Olivier,  perform'd,  whom  deem  we  may 
Two  warriors  equal,  in  arms  excellent, 
And  in  their  courage  little  different. . 

81. 

Orland  had  left  Sobrino,  as  I  (aid, 
Upon  the  ground,  and  'gainft  the  King  Gradafs, 
As  he  deiired  Brandimart  to  aid, 
Being  on  foot,  he  went  with  hafly  pace  ; 
And  juft  as  near  he  was,  him  to  invade, 
He  fees,  as  walking  o'er  the  plain  he  {trays, 
The  gallant  nag,  from  which  Sobrin  was  thrown, 
And  foon  gets  ready  to  make  him  his  own. 

82. 

The  horfe  he  caught,  as  was  no  conteft  made, 
And  then  leap'd  up,  and  in  the  faddle  got  : 
In  one  hand  he  fufpended  held  his  blade, 
With  t'  other  took  the  bridle  richly  wrought  r 
Gradaflb  fees  Oiiand,  nor  doubt  he  had 
He  came  to  him,  and  him  by  name  call'd  out  j 
Him,  Brandimart  a.nd  t'  other  did  believe 
He  night  would  fhow,  bat  yet  it  was  not  eve. 

83- 

Turns  to  the  Count,  and  quitted  Brandimart, 
And,  at  one  pufh,  way  to  his  veftment  found, 
Except  his  flefh,  he  pafs'd  through  ev'ry  part, 
In  vain  was  ev'ry  labour  that  to  wound. 
At  once  Orland  itrikes  with  his  Balifard, 
That  edge  apply'd,  enchantment  has  no  ground, 
The  helm,  the  fhield,  the  corflet,  and  cuirafs, 
Whate'er  it  took,  downwards  it  through  did  pafs. 
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84. 


E  nelvolto,  e  nf  I  petto,  e  ne  la  cofcia 

Lafdo  ferito  il  Re  di  Sericana  ; 

Di  cui  nonfu  mai  tratto  fangue,  pofcia 

Cb'ebbe  queuarme ;  or  gli  par  cofajhana, 

Cbe  quella  fpada  (e  n'ba  difpetto,  e  angofcla) 

Le  tagli  or  si,  ne  pur'c  Durindana, 

E  fe  piu  lungo  il  calpo  era,  o  piu  appreJJ^ 

L'avria  dal  capo  injino  al  venire  fejjot 

85. 

A"Vtt  bif'/gna  piu  aver  ne  Far  me  fede, 
Cime  avea  dianzi ;  cbe  la  prova  efatta, 
Con  piu  riguardo,  e  piu  ration  protede, 
Chenonfolea,  meglio  al  parar  fi  adatia. 
Brandimarte  cV  Orlando  entrato  vede, 
Che  gli  ha  di  man  quella  battaglia  tratta  ; 
Si  pone  in  tnezza  a  I'una,  e  laltra  pitgnat 
Per  die  in  aiuto^  ove  e  bifogno,  giugna. 

86. 

EJJcndo  la  lattaglia  in  tale  flat  o, 
Sobi'in,  il?  era  giaciulo  in  terra  moltot 
Si  levo,  />?/  cb'infefu  ritornato, 
E  mdto  gli  ddea  la  fpalla,  t'/  voi'to  : 


In  vijla,  e  miro  in  ogni  luti  : 
Poi,  dove  vide  il  fito  Sfg-ior,  rivoltoy 
Per  dargli  aiuto  i  lungbi  pujji  torfe, 
Tacito  si,  cbc  alcun  nonfe  n'accorfe. 

87; 

Vien  dietro  ad  Olivier,  ibt  nc  tenea  gli  oahi 
Al  Re  Agramanlt)  e  poco  akro  attendcu  j 
E  gli  ferl  nf  i  deretun  gin:c:-:i 
II  dejlricr  di  penoffa  in  m'jdo  rea  ; 
Cbe  fenza  indugio  'eforzfft  eke  traboccbi. 
Cade  Olivier,  tie  I  pttdc  csjcr  potea  \ 
11  manco  pie,  ch'al  non  penfato  cap) 
Sotto  il  cavalh  in  Jlaffa  era  rimnl'o, 

88. 

Scbrin  raddoppia  il  coipo*  e  di  river fo 
Gli  rmna,  e  fe  gli  trcde  il  capo  torrc; 
Ma  lo  vieta  L'acciar  lucido>  e  terfs, 
Cbe  tempro  gia  Vulcan,  poril  gia  Ettorre. 
Vede  il  perigUi  Brnr.dirnxrte,  e  verfo 
II  Re  Sobrino  a  lutta  briglia  corre, 
E  h  fere  in  su  I  cape,  e  gli  da  d'urto  ; 
Ala  ilfiero  vecchio  e  tqflo  in  pic  rifurto* 

89. 

E  torna  ad  Olivier  per  dargli  fpa:cioy 
Si  ch'efpedito  a  Valtra  vita  vada  ; 
O  non  Ififciare  almen,  ch'efca  ffimpaccjoy 
Ma  chcfijiiafotto'l  cevallo  abada: 
Olivier,  cba  di  fopra  ilmiglicr  braccio9 
Si  che  fipub  di  fender  con  la  fpada, 
Di  qua^  di  lei  tanto  per  cote  e  punge, 
Cbe  quanta  e  lunga^  fa  uobrinftar  lunge. 


And  in  his  fide,  his  bofom,  and  his  head, 
Wounded  it  left  the  King  of  Serican, 
Of  whom  the  blood  had  never  yet  been  flied, 
Since  h'  'ad  thefe  arms ;  thence  rage  he  had  and  pain; 
Now  a  thing  flrange  to  him  it  feem'd,  this  blade 
Should  cut  fuch  way,  yet  was  not  Durindan  : 
And  longer  were  or  nearer  made  the  blow. 
From  head  to  belly  him  't  had  cleft  in  two. 

85. 

No  more  trull  in  thefe  arms  he  now  had  need, 
As  he  had  done  before,  as  proof  was  plain  : 
With  more  referve,  more  caution,  does  proceed, 
Which  he  ne'er  us'd,  his  guard  to  well  maintain. 
Brandimart,  who  Orland  fees  entered, 
Who  had  from  off  his  hands  this  combat  ta'en, 
'Midft  one  and  t'  other  fight  himftlf  convey'd, 
That  he,  where  need  fhould  be,  might  join  in  aid. 

86. 

As  in  fuch  ftate  the  baftle  did  remain, 
Sobrin,  who  long  had  lain  upon  the  ground, 
Arofe,  when  to  himfelf  return'd  again  ; 
Of  face  and  fhoulder  pain'd  him  much  the  wound ;. 
Lifts  up  his  fight,  and  gaz'd  acrofs  the  plain, 
Then,  where  he  itrong  engag'd  his  Sov'reign  found, 
Turns,  with  long  flrides,  to  him  his  aid  to  give. 
Silently,  fo  that  no  one  might  perceive. 

87. 

Comes  behind  Olivier,  who  kept  his  fight 
On  Agramant,  nor  thought  of  other  foe, 
And  on  the  hinder  part  o'  th'  legs  did  finite 
His  horfe,  of  fo  fevere  a  fort  the  blow, 
He  \vas  compeU'd  to  tumble  down  outright . 
Olivier  fell,  nor  could  his  foot  undo, 
His  left  foot,  for  by  this  cafe  unforefeen, 
Beneath  his  horfe,  it  in  the  ftirrup  did  remain. 

88. 

Sobrin  his  ftroke  repeats,  and  him  does  finite 
Acrofs,  and  thought  from  him  his  head  to  take ; 
But  that  forbad  the  poliftYd  fteel  fo  bright, 
Which  Hector  wore,  tempcr'd  in  Vulcan's  lake. 
The  danger  Brandimart  now  had  in  fight, 
And  tow'rds  Sobrin,  with  utmoft  fpeed  did  make,. 
And  ftrikes  him  on  the  head,  and  down  him  throws; 
But  foon  the  fierce  old  man  on  foot  arofe. 

89. 

And  turns  to  Olivier,  that  inftantly, 
He  might  fend  him  to- 1'  other  life  with  fpced, 
At  leall  not  let  him  get  at  liberty  ; 
But  keep  him  flill  at  bay  beneath  his  fleed  : 
Olivier,  who  his  better  arm  has  free, 
So  that  he  with  his  fword  could  take  good  heed, 
This  way  and  that  fo  pulli'd,  and  hew'd  about, 
That,  at  its  length,  he.  kept  Sobrino  out* 

90. 
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9°- 

Spera,  s'alquartto  il  tien  da  fe  rif pinto 
In  poco  fpazio  ufcirdi  quella  pcna  ; 
Tut  to  di'fangue  il  vede  rrtolle,  e  tinto, 
E  cbe  niverfa  tanto  in  su  1'areva, 
Che  gli  far,  ch'abbia  tijlo  a  rejlar  vinto  i 
Dtb*!e  I;  57,  cbe  fi  fo/liene  apper.a. 
Fa  per  levarft  Olivier  molte  prove, 
Ne  da  dojfo  il  dejlrier  per o  ft  move, 

91. 

Trovato  ba  Brandimarte  il  Re  Agramante, 
E  cominciato  a  tttnpeftargti  intorno  : 
Or  eon  Frontin  gli  e  al  franco,  or  gli'edavante, 
Con  quel  Frontin,  cbe  giro  come  un  torno, 
Busn  cavallo  ba  il  fgliuol  di  Monodante  ; 
Non  I'ha  pfggiore  it  Re  di  Mezzogisrno  \ 
Ha  Brigliador,  cbe  gli  dono  Ruggiero, 
Pti  che  lo  tolfe  a  Mandncardo  altiero. 

92. 

Vantaggio  ha  ber,e  afjai  da  tarmadura^ 
A  tutta  prova  I' ha  bnona,  e  perfetta. 
Brandimarte  la  fua  tolje  a  ventura, 
Qual  pole  avcre  a  tal  bifigno  in  freita  : 
Ma  fua  animofita  si  I'ajftcura, 
Ch'tn  inig&tr  tojh  di  cungiarla  afpelta  ; 
Come  cbe' I  Re  African  d'afpra  percojja 
La  fpalla  dejlra  gli  abbia  jatta  rojja  : 

93- 

E  ferbe  da  GradaJJo  anco  nel  f.anco 
Piaga  da  non  pigiiar  pr.r"o  da  gioco. 
Tanto  fatttft  al  varco  il  guerrier  franco, 
Che  di  cacciar  la  Jpoda  irovo  loco. 
Spezzc  lo  fcudo,  e  fen  il  bracrio  manco, 
E  poi  ne  la  jjian  d^/tra  il  tocco  un  poco. 
Ma  quejlo  un  fibetzo  ft  puo  dire,   e  un  fpajjo 
Per  jo  quel,  che  fa  Orlando,  e'l  Re  GradaJJc. 

91- 

Gradajfi  ba  mezzo  Ot lands  difarrnato\ 
L'e<t?no  gli  ba  in  cima,  e  da  due  latl  rcttot 
E  fatty  gli  cad<r  lo  fcudo  al  prato, 
Uibergo,  e  ma  gli  a  a  per  to  gli  di  fetto. 
2^'on  Cha  ferito  gia,  elf  era  affatato  : 
A'la  il  Paladino  ba  iui  peggio  condotto  ; 
In  faccia,  ne  la  go/a,  in  mezzo  1 1  petto 
L'ha  feritt,  goitre  a  quel,  che  gia  v'ho  dette* 

Gradafp)  difperato,  cbe  fi  vede 

Jjfl  1>ropno  Jangue  tutto  nwlle,  e  brutto  ; 

£  els Orlando  del  fuo  da  I  capo  cl  piede, 

Sta  dspo  tanti  cctyi  ancora  afciutto  : 

Leva  il  brar.do  a  due  mani,  e  ben  Ji  crede 

P artir gli  il  capo,  ii  petto,  il  ventre,  e' I  tutto  ^ 

E  a  punto,  come  vuol,  fopra  la  fronts 

Per  cote  a  wzza  fpada  il  fitrg  Ceaie. 


90. 


He  hopes,  if  him  he  holds  awhile  afide, 

To  rid  him  of  his  anguifh,  out  of  hand  : 

All  over  blood  he  fees  him  moift  and  dy'd, 

And  now  he  fheds  fo  much  upon  the  fand, 

It  feems,  his  ftrength  fubdu'd  muft  foon  fubfide, 

.So  weak  he  is,  that  fcarcely  he  can  ftand  : 

Olivier  many  proofs  to  rife  did  make, 

But  can't  remove  him  from  his  horfe's  back. 

91. 

Brandimart  had  King  Agramant  found  out, 
And  like  a  tempeft  the  aflault  began  : 
Now  with  Frontin  before,  now  round  about, 
Frontin,  that  like  a  top,  in  circles  ran  : 
The  fon  of  Monodant  had  palfrey  flout, 
Nor  had  a  worfe  die  royal  African, 
The  gift,  which  Rnggier  gave  him,  Brigliador, 
Which  once  from  haughty  Mandricard  he  bore. 

92. 

Vantage  he  fully  has  in  armament, 
For  ev'ry  trial  has  it  good,  compleat : 
Brandimart  his  had  ta'en  by  accident, 
What  he  could  have  in  hafte,  for  need  fo  great ; 
But  his  brave  foul  fo  render'd  him  content, 
That  foon  to  change  for  better  he  did  wait; 
Though  he,  from  Afric's  King,  by  ftroke  fo  dread, 
Had  his  right  fhoulder  tinged  o'er  with  red. 

93; 

And,  from  Gradafs,  ftill  in  his  flank  he  found 
A  cut,  that  was  not  to  be  ta'en  as  play  : 
The  warrior  free  obferv'd  fo  well  his  ground. 
That  to  call  in  his  fword  he  found  the  way, 
His  fhield  he  fplit,  and  his  left  arm  did  wound, 
And  a  flight  touch  to  his  right  hand  convey  ; 
But  this  we  fport  and  paftime  call  alone, 
To  what  Orland  and  King  Gradafs  had  done. 

94- 

Gradafs  Orlando  half  difarmed  has, 
His  helm  at  top  had  broken  and  each  fide, 
And  caus'd  his  buckler  tumble  to  the  grafs, 
Corilet,  cuirafs,  he  did  beneath  divide, 
Wounded  him  had  not,  for  he  fated  was  ; 
But  to  worfe  ftate  him  did  Orlando  guide, 
In  face,  in  throat,  and  middle  of  his  breaft, 
Had  wounded  him,  befide  what  I've  exprefs'd. 

95- 

dradaffo,  defperate  to  fee  throughout, 
With  his  own  blood  himfelf  fo  foul  and  wet, 
And  that  Orlando  was,  from  head  to  foot, 
After  fo  manv  ftrokes,  quite  dry  as  yet, 
His  fword  with  both  hands  heaves,  and  fully  thought, 
His  head,  breaft,  belly,  all  at  once  to  fplit ; 
And,  juft  as  he  defign'd,  upon  the  front, 
Smote,  with  his  well-aim'd  fword,  the  furious  Count. 

96. 


Canto  4.1- 


ORLANDO    F  U  R  I  O  S  O. 


0.6. 


E  s'era  altro,  cb*  Orlando,  r  avria  fatto  j 
L' avria  fparato  fn  fopra  la  fella : 
Ma  come  colto  l'ave/e  di  piatto, 
La  fpada  ritorno  lucida,  e  bella. 
De  la  percoffa  Orlando Jlupefatto, 
Vide,  mirando  in  terra,  alcuna  Jlella  : 
Lafcio  la  briglia,  e'l  brar.do  avria  lafiiato, 
Ma  di  catena  al  braccio  era  legato. 

97- 

Delfuon  del  colpo  fu  tanto  fmarrito 
11  corridor,  (IrOrlando  avta  suldorfo, 
Che  difcorrendo  il  pchercfo  liio, 
Moflrando  gia,  quanta  era  buono  al  corfo  : 
De  la  percojfa  il  Conte  tramortito, 
Non  ha  vigor  di  ritenergli  il  morfo, 
Segue  GradaJJo,  e  r  avria  tojio  giu\ 
Poco  piu  che  Baiardo  avejfe  funto  : 

98. 

Ma  nel  voltar  de  gli  cuhi,  il  Re  Agramant V, 
Vide  condotto  a  I' ultimo  pfriglio  : 
Che  ne  I'elmo  il  figliud  di  Monodanie 
Co' I  braccio  rnanco  gli  ha  data  di  piglio ; 
E  gliel'ha  dijlacciato  gia  davante, 
E  tenta  col  pugnal  nuovo  <  onjigho. 
Ne  gli  pub  far  quel  Re  difcja  niolta, 
Perchl  di  man  gli  ha  ancor  la  fpada  tolta'. 

99. 

V'.lta  GradaJJo,  e  piu  nonfegue  Orlando  ; 
Ma,  dove  vede  il  Re  A^ramante,  accorre* 
Vincauto  Brandlmarte,  non  penfando, 
Ch'Orlando  cojiui  lafci  da  fe  torre, 
Non  gli  ha  ne  gli  occhi,  n't' I penfiero  \  injlando 
11  coltel  ne  la  gala  al  Pagan  porre, 
Giugne  Gradajfo,  e  a  tutto  fuo  pet  (re 
Con  la  fpada  a  due  man  I'elmo  gli  fere, 

IOC. 

Padre  del  del,  da  fra  gli  tletti  tuoi 
Spiriti  luogo  al  martir  tuo  fedele  ; 
Che  giunto  al  fn  de'tewtpfjtofl  fuoi 
Viaggi,  in  porto  cmai  Icga  le  vele. 
Ah  Durlndana,  dunque  efjcr  tu  puoi 
Al  tuo  Signore  Orlando  n  crudele, 
Che  la  piu  grata  compagnia,  e  piu  fda 
Ch'egli  abbia  al  mondo,  innanzi  tu  gli  uccida  ? 

lot. 

Di  ferro  un  cerchie  grcjfi  era  due  dita 
Intorno  a  I'elmo,  e  fu  tagliato,  e  rot  to 
Dal  grRV ijjl?no  colpo,  e  fu  partita 
La  cuffia  de  Ice  Jar,  elf  era  di  fitto, 
Brandimart  e  con  faaia  fbigottita 
Giu  del  de/fritr  Ji  river  so  di  botto  j 
E  fuor  del  capo  fe  cin  larga  vena 
Correr  di  fangue  un  fiume  in  su  I' arena* 


To  other,  than  Orland,  this  had  he  done, 

Him,  to  the  faddle,  'twould  have  cleft  in  two; 

But,  as  if  flat  he  him  had  fmote  upon, 

The  fword  return'd  with  fair  and  brilliant  hue  : 

As  the  percuflion  did  Orlando  Aun, 

Looking  on  earth,  fome  Aars  he  feem'd  to  view, 

His  bridle  drops,  and  had  let  go  his  brand, 

But,  by  a  chain,  'twas  faAen'd  to  his  hand, 

97- 

So  vafUy  frighted  was,  by  the  blow's  found, 
The  palfrey,  which  Orlando  rode  upon, 
That,  o'er  the  dufty  fhore,  he  fcamp'ring  round, 
Shew'd  now  how  good  he  was  the  courfe  to  run  : 
Orlando  by  the  deadly  ftroke  quite  fhmn'd, 
To  hold  him  with  the  bridle  Arength  had  none ; 
Gradaflb  follow'd,  and  had  to  him  bore, 
Had  he  his  Baiard  fpurr'd  but  little  more. 

98. 

But,  turning  round  his  eyes,  King  Agramant 
He  faw  into  the  utmofl  danger  brought  ; 
For,  by  his  helm,  the  fon  of  Monodant, 
With  his  left  arm,  faft  hold  of  him  had  caught, 
And,  having  it  unbound,  at  that  inftant, 
His  dagger  aiming,  on  new  mifchief  thought : 
Nor  could  the  King,  in  his  defence,  much  do, 
For,  from  his  hand,  his  fword  h'  'ad  taken  too. 

99- 

Gradaflb  turns,  nor  more  Orlando  prefs'd, 
But,  where  he  faw  King  Agramant,  did  haAe  ; 
Th'  incautious  Brandimart,  who  never  guefs'd, 
But  that  Orlando  would  have  kept  him  faft, 
On  him  ha'n't  thought  or  look,  while  he  addrefs'd, 
His  dagger  in  the  Pagan's  throat  to  caft  ; 
Gradafs  comes  up,  and,  with  his  utmofl  might, 
Two-handed  with  his  fword  his  helm  does  fmite. 

100. 

Father  of  heaven  f  midft  your  chofen  hoft 
Of  fpirits,  your  juft  martyr  place  allow, 
Who  ends  his  voyages  by  tempefh  tofs'd, 
And  in  the  haven  binds  his  fails  up  new. 
Ah!  Durindan,  couldA  thou  then  be  difpos'd, 
Thy  Lord  Orland  fuch  cruelty  to  fliow ! 
That  his  companion,  deareA  and  moA  true 
I'  th'  world  he  had,  you  thus  before  him  flew ! 

101.  - 

Of  ir'n  a  ring,  two  fingers  thick,  there  was 
Around  his  helmet,  broke  and  cut  in  two 
By  this  moft  heavy  Aroke,  which  through  did  pafsf 
The  cap  compos'd  of  fleel,  which  lay  below : 
Brandimart  Aunn'd,  \vith  fenfe-deprived  face, 
Sudden  from  off  his  horfe  reversed  does  go, 
And  from  his  head  cans  i,  with  a  mighty  vein, 
A  running  Areaia  of  blood  the  fands  to  Aain. 

102, 


O'RLJNDO    FUR  10  SO. 


Canto  42. 


IC2. 

//  C:ntefi  rifenit,  e  gli  occht  gira, 

Ed  fa  Hftto  Brandimarte  in  terra  fart 3  ; 

E  fopra  in  atto  il  Serican  gli  tnira^ 

Che  ben  conofcer  />«3,  cbe  gli  f  I' ha  morto. 

Non  Jo,  fe  in  lui  pote  piu  il  duolo,  o  I'ira  : 

J/rf  di  piangere  il  tempo  avea  s}  corto^ 

Che  rejll  il  duoh,  e  Vira  ufci  piu  in  fretta  ; 

Ma  tempo  e  omai  cbe  fine  dl  canto  io  metta. 


The  Count  recover'd,  and  his  eyes  turn'd  round, 
And  faw  his  Brandimart  on  earth  caft  down, 
And  in  fuch  aft  the  Serican  he  found, 
That,  him  h'  'ad  kill'd,  for  certain  might  be  known. 
Can't  fay,  if  grief  or  rage  did  moft  abound  ; 
But  time  fo  fhort  he  had,  \vherein  to  moan, 
That  grief  kept  back,  rage  hafty  out  did  tend  ; 
But  now  'tis  time  this  canto  I  fhould  end.  S. 


CANTO    XLIL 


:(~\UAL  duro  frer.e,  o  quclferrigno  nodot 
^_^  Qual-,  s'fj/er  pub,  catena  di  diamante 
Fara,  cbe  I'ira  fervi  or  dine,  e  moda, 
Cbe  ;;";«  trafcorra  olirc  al  prefcriito  innante  j 
Quando  perfona,  che  con  jaldo  cbiodo 
f'abbia  giajijfa  amor  nel  cor  cojlante  ; 
Tu  Vfgga,  o  per  violenza\  o  per  inganno 
Pat  ire  o  difonarey  o  mortal  damn? 

2. 

E  fa  cruAel^  fad  inumano  cjfeito 
Quci'Ciwpeto  talor  Fanim/}  /via, 
Merita  feu  fa  ;  perchl  allor  del  petto 
$\on  ha  t agione imperio,  ne ba.Ha. 
jfcbittti  pot  cbe  fotto  il  falfo  ehnetto 
J'ifh  Patroclo  infanguinnr  la  via, 
D'uccider  cbi  I'uccife  w>n  fu  JOKIO^ 
Se  nol  fraea^  fe  non  tie  facea  jlrazio. 

Jnvitto  Alfonfo,  Jimd  Ira  accefe 
La  vo/ira  gente  il  di,  cbe  vi  percofje 
La  front  e  il  grave  Jaffa,  e  si  v'cffefe, 
Cb'cgn'un  pcnso,  eke  I'alrna  gita  fojjc. 
L1  accefe  in  ted  furor,  <.be  non  difefe 
Voftrinemui,  argine,  o  mura,  c  fcjje.^ 
Che  non  fyffino  infieme  tutti  morti^ 
Senza  hijclar  cbi  la  novella  porti, 

Jl  vedervi  cader  eauso  il  d:-hre, 

.Cbe.  t  vojlri  a  furor  mojfe,  e  a  crudeltade. 

S'eravate  in  pie  voi,  forfe  minore 

Licenza  avnano  avuie.Ie  lor  fpade. 

Eravi  ajfai,  cbe  la  Bajiia  in  tnanco  ore 

F'avejie  ritornuta  in  poteftade^ 

Che  taha  in  giorni  a  voi  non  era  Jfata 

DagenttCordovefe,  e  d 


AT  7  HAT  rein  foftrong,  what  links  of  Heel  combin'd, 
»*     What  chain  of  adamant  (could  fuch  be  found) 
To  rule  and  meafure  can  make  rage  inclin'd, 
So  that  it  fhan't  outrun  it's  fettled  bound; 
If  any  one,  -whom,  in  your  conftant  mind, 
Love  once  in  ftrongeft  ligaments  has  bound, 
Either  thro'  violence  or  fraud,  you  fee 
Dishonour  bear,  or  mortal  injury  ? 

2. 

And  if  to  acYion  cruel,  inhumane, 
This  violence  the  mind  does  then  convey, 
Excufe  it  merits,  as  don't  then  maintain, 
Over  the  breaft,  reafon  it's  rule  and  fway  : 
Achilles,  in  the  arms  which  he  did  feign, 
When  he  Patroclus  faw  blood-ftain  the  \vay, 
To  flay,  \vho  him  had  llain,  was  not  content, 
But  him  to  drag  and  into  pieces  rent. 

Alfons  unconquer'd,  with  like  ire  did  glow 
Your  people,  on  the  day,  when  you  were  ftruck 
'By  th'  mafTy  flone,  your  head  offended  fo, 
That  all  conceiv'd,  your  foul  had  you  forfook ; 
Up  to  fuch  fury  lighted,  that  your  foe 
From  rampart,  wall,  or  fofs,  no  (belter  took  ; 
That  ev'ry  one  of  them  (hould  not  be  flain ; 
The  news  to  bear,  none  fuffer'd  to  remain. 

4- 

'Seeing  you  fall,  occafion'd  the  diftrefs, 
That  mov'd  your  men  to  rage  and  cruelty: 
Had  you  been  Handing  up,  perhaps  much  lefs 
'Their  weapons  would  have  us'd  of  liberty. 
Baftia,  'twas  ftrange,  in  fewer  hours'  fpace 
You  found  reduc'd  unto  your  fov'reignty, 
Than  days  were  fpent  in  taking  it  away, 
By  th'  people  of  Granade  and  Cordoua. 


Canto  42.  ORLANDO     F  U  R  I  O  S  O. 


Forfe  fu  da  Dio  vfadice  permejfi, 
Che  VI  trovajfe  a  quel  cafo  imped;toy 
Accio  cbel  crudo^  e  fcelerato  ecce/o, 
Che  dianzi  fatto  ai'ean,  fojfe  punito ; 
Che  pot  ch'in  lor  man  vinto  fi  fu  wrffi 
11  mifer  Veflidel,  fa/o,  e  ferito, 
Senz  arme  fu  tra  cento  fpade  uccifo 
Dal  popol  la  piu  parts  circoncijb. 

6 . 

Ma  perch''  to  <voj  conchiudere,  vi  dico, 
Che  nejfuK  altra  que/l'  ira  pareggia? 
£)uando  Signor,  parente^  o  Jozio  antico 
Dinanzi  a  gli  occhi  ingiuriar  ti  <ve£gia. 
Vune^ue  e  hen  dritto,  per  ft  caro  am'tco 
Che  fubit*  ira  il  cor  d' Orlando  fcggia  ; 
Che,  de  rorribil  colpo,  che  gli  dicde 
11  Re  Gradajfi,  mono  in  terra  il  vede. 

7- 

Qual  Nomadc  paflor^  che  <vedu£  abbia 
Puggir  ftrifciando  i'orrido  ferpente, 
Che  il  figHuoly  che  giocava  ne  la  fabbia, 
Uccifi  gli  ha  col  venenofo  dente  • 
Strings  il  bafton  con  cot/era,  e  con  rabbia  : 
Tal  la  fpada  d'  ogn""  altra  piu  taglisnte 
Strings  con  ira  il  cavalier  d' Anglante  : 
11  primo,  che  troiio,  fu  il  Re  A  gram  ante; 

8. 

Che  fanguinofo,  e  de  la  fpada  privo. 
Con  mezzo  fcudo^  e  con  Velmo  dijdolto^ 
E  ferito  in  piu  parti,  ch*  to  non  fcrivo, 
S'era  di  man  di  Brandimarte  to/to  j 
Come  di  pie  a  I'aflor  fparvier  mal  vivo, 
y£  c ui  lafcio  la  coda  invidoy  b  flolto. 
Orlando  giunfe,  e  mife  il  colpo  giujio, 
Ove  il  capo  ji  termina  col  bujio. 

9- 

Sciolto  era  Velmo^  e  difarmato  il  collo ; 
Si  che  lo  taglio  netto,  come  un  giunco. 
Cadde,  e  die  nel  fabbion  I 'ultimo  crolfa 
Delregnator  di  Libia  il  grave  franco. 
Corfe  lo  fpirto  a  Fac^ue,  onde  tirollo 
Car  on  nel  legno  fuo,  col  graffio  adumo. 
Orlando  fopra  lui  non  fi  ritarda^ 
Ma  trova  il  Serican  con  "Balijarda. 

10. 

Come  vide  Gradaffo  d~ Agramarite 
Cadere  il  bufto  dal  capo  drvijo ; 
&)uely  cl?  accaduto  mat  non  gli  era  innante^ 
Tremo  nel  core,  e  Ji  fmarrt  jtel  v'tfo  j 
E  a  farrivar  del  cavalier  d'Anglante, 
Prejago  del  Juo  ?nal}  parve  conquifo  : 
Per  fchermo  fuo  partita  alcun  non  preft^ 
Quando  il  colpo  mortal  Jopra  gli  fee fe, 

VOL.  II. 


Perhaps,  in  vengeance,  heaven  did  permit,. 
You  in  that  cafe  (hould  find  impediment, 
That  the  vile  aft  they  did  before  commit, 
And  cruelty  fhould  meet  it's  punishment : 
For  when,  o'ercome,  did  to  their  pow'r  fubmit 
The  wretched  Veftidel,  with  wounds  quite  fpent,. 
Amidft  a  hundred  fwords  unarm 'd,  him  flew; 
The  people,  moft  a  circumcifed  crew  : 

6. 

But  as  I  would  conclude,  I  here  declare, 
No  other  rage  to  this  can  equal  be ; 
When  patron,  parent  or  companion  rare, 
Before  our  eyes  to  fuffer  wrong  we  fee  : 
Wherefore  'twas  juft,  that,  for  a  friend  fo  dear, 
Wrath  fmote  Orlando's  heart  fo  fuddenly ; 
For  by  the  dreadful  wound,  which  on  him  made 
The  King  Gradafs,  on  earth  he  faw  him  dead. 

As  when  Nomadan  fhepherd,  that  furvey'd. 
The  horrid  ferpent  hiflmg  fly  away, 
That  his  dear  infant^  on  the  fand,  who  play'd, 
With  it's  envenom'd  teeth  e'en  now  did  flay, 
His  club  does  grafp,  with  wrath  and  fury  dread  ? 
His  fword,  than  others  (harper,  in  fuch  way, 
Now  grafps  in  rage  the  cavalier  Anglant ; 
The  firfr,,  he  met  with,  was  King  Agramant. 

8. 

Who,  all  befmear'd  with  blood,  his  weapon  gone^ 
His  helm  disjoin'd,  and  buckler  cleft  in  twain, 
In  more  parts  wounded,  than  I  here  fet  down, 
Himfelf  from  Brandimarte's  hands  had  ta'en  : 
As  fparrow-hawk,  by  falcon  overthrown, 
By  lofs  of  plumes,  fcarcely  his  life  can  gain  ; 
Orland  join'd  him,  and  a  blow  juft  convey'd, 
Where  on  his  bufto  terminates  his  head. 

9- 

His  neck  difarm'd,  loofe  was  his  helmet's  band, 
That,  like  a  reed,  he  it  diflever'd  neat : 
Now  falls,  and  it's  laft  fhock  gives  on  the  fand 
Of  Lybia's  Sovereign  the  carcafs  great : 
His  foul  flew  to  the  waves,  which  from  the  land 
Charon's  curv'd  hook  did  to  his  bark  tnuflate  : 
Orland  o'er  him  did  not  himfelf  retard, 
But  found  the  Serican  with  Balifard. 

10. 

The  body,  falling  fever'd  from  it's  head, 
Of  Agramant,  when  did  Gradafs  behold, 
What  never  yet  to  him  had  happened, 
His  eye-fight  fail'd,  his  heart  with  fear  was  cold; 
And  as  the  knight  of  Anglant  forward  led, 
He  vanquifh'd  feem'd,  as  he  his  ill  foretold  ; 
Nor  us'd  he  means  his  perfon  to  defend, 
When  on  him  did  the  mortal  blow  defcend. 

S  s  JJ 


ORLANDO     FU  R  I  O  S  O. 


Canto  42, 


ii. 

Orlando  lo  fert  net  deftro  fia>tco 
Sotto  r  ultima  cofla,  e  il  ferro  immerjo 
J3el  ventre  un  pahno  ufci  dal  lato  manco 
Di  langne  Jin"  a  I  el  fa  tut  to  afperfo. 
Moftro  ben,  che  di  man  fu  del  piu  franco, 
E  del  miglier  guerrier  de  funiverfo 
11  cotpo,  ch'  un  Signor  conduffe  a  7norfe, 
Di  cut  non  era  in  Paganja  il  piu  forte. 

12. 

Di  tal  vittoria  n<ni  troppo  gioiofo 
Prefto  di  fella  il  Paladin  ft  getta ; 
E  col  vifo  turbato,  e  lagrimofo 
A  Brandimarte  fuo  corre  a  gran  freita. 
Gli  vede  intorno  il  capo  fanguinofo 
L'elmo,  che  par,  ch' aperto  abbiauu 
Se  fo/e  ft  a  to  fr  al  piu,  che  di  fcorza, 
Difejb  non  lavria  con  minor  forza. 

13. 

Orlando  telmo  gli  leva  dal  vifo, 
E  ritrovo,  che '/  capo  pxo  al  nafo 
Fra  luno,  e  Faltro  ciglio  era  divifo  : 
JMa  pur  gli  e  tanto  fpirto  anco  rimafo, 
Che  de'  Juoi  falii  al  Re  del  Paradifo 
Pud  domandar  perdono  anzi  loccafo', 
E  confortare  il  Conte,  che  le  gate 
Sparfe  di  ptanto,  a  pazienza  puote ; 

14. 

E  dirgli :  Orlando,  fa,  che  ti  ricordi 
Di  me  ne  ForazioK  tue  grate  a  Dio, 
Ne  men  ti  raccontando  !a  mi  a  Flordi- 
Ma  dir  non  pote,  ligi ;  e  t^ul  fivio. 
E  voci,  e  fuofii  d' '  An^eli  ccncordi 
Toflo  in  aria  s'udir,  che  I  aim  a  ufcio  • 
La  qual  difciolta  dal  corporeo  velo 
Fra  dolcc  melodia  fait  nel  cre/o. 

Orlando,  ancor  eke  far  dovea  aUegrezza 
Disi  devoto  fne,  e  fapea  certo, 
Che  Brandimart;  a  !a  fuperna  altezza 
Salito  era,  che  V  del  gli  vide  aperto  j 
Pur  da  la  umana  volant  a  de,  avezza, 
Co  i  fragil  fenf,  male  era  foffsrto, 

h'  un  tal,  piu  che  fratel,  gli  fo/e  toho ; 
E  non  aver  di  plant o  wdo  il  vrtto. 

16. 

Sobrin,  chs  motto  fangue  avea  perduto, 
Che  gli  piovea  sul  fanco,  e-su  le  gote> 
Rii'erfo  gia  'gran  pezzo  era  caduto, 
E  aver  ne  dove  a  or  mat  le  vene  vote. 
Ai:cor  giacea  Olivier,  m-  riavuto 
llpie.de  avea,  ne  riaver  lo  puote , 
Se  n(,n  ifmo/v,  e  de  lo  ftar,  che  tanto 
C/;  fece  H  <i  jlrhr  fipr.i>  teez z»  iiifravto. 


Orlando  him  into  the  right  fide  fmote, 
Beneath  the  loweft  rib :  the  fteel  immers'd 
In  his  paunch,  thro'  the  left  a  palm  came  out, 
With  blood  up  to  the  pommel  all  afpers'd. 
It  fully  (how'd,  was  from  a  hand  moil  ftout, 
By  one,  than  the  whole  world  in  fight  more  vers'd, 
The  wound,  which  death  to  this  great  warrior  gave. 
Than  whom  all  Pagan's  land  had  none  more  brave. 

12. 

For  vift'ry  of  fuch  fort  fmall  joy  did  fhare 
Orland,  who  himfelf  fwift  from  faddle  cart, 
With  look  confus'd,  bedew'd  with  many'  a  tear, 
Ran  to  his  Brandimart  with  utmoft  hafte  : 
And  fees  his  head,  that  blood  all  o'er  did  fmear, 
And  helm,  which  feem'd  cleft  by  a  hatchet  vafl : 
Were  it  than  bark  of  weaker  texture  made, 
It  could  not  with  lefs  ftrength  have  giv'n  him  aid. 

Orland,  his  helmet  taking  from  his  face, 
Difcover'd,  that  his  head  quite  to  his  nofe, 
'Twixt  either  of  his  eyebrows,  fever'd  was ; 
But  fuch  remainder  yet  of  fpirit  flows, 
Of  heaven's  King  he  could  implore  the  grace 
For  his  tranfgreffions,  ere  his  courfe  he  clofe ; 
And  could  confole  the  Count,  with  many'  a  tear 
Whofe  cheeks  were  fprinkled,patiently  the  lofs  to  bear ; 

14. 

And  fay,  Orland,  fail  not,  remember  me, 
When  your  fweet  orifons  to  God  you  fend  : 
Nor  lefs  to  you  I  truft  my  dear  Flordi- 
lige,  he  could  not  fpeak  forth — here  made  an  end. 
Voices,  and  founds  of  Angels  harmony, 
Soon  as  his  foul  went  out,  the  air  did  rend, 
Which,  now  from  its  corporeal  veil  fet  free, 
To  heaven  mounts,  'midft  fweeteft  melody. 

Orlando,  tho'  he  fhould  conceive  delight, 
For  fo  devout  an  end,  and  certain  knew 
That  Brandimart  to  the  fupremeir,  height 
Was  gone,  as  heav'n  was  open'd  to  his  view : 
Yet,  as  the  human  will  is  govern'd  quite 
By  the  frail  fenfe,  his  lofs  could  not  but  rue ; 
Such  one,  than  brother  dearer,  from  him  ta'en, 
He  could  not  but,  with  humid  cheek,  complain. 

1 6. 

Sobrin,  who  quantity  of  blood  had  loft, 
Which  on  his  fide  and  cheeks  pour'd  down  like  rain^ 
Had  a  long  time  lain  topfiturvy  tofs'd, 
And  rnufl  almofl  have  empty'd  ev'ry  vein  ; 
Olivier,  alfo  down,  his  foot  fo  crofs'd 
Had  not  yet  got,  nor  could  he  it  regain, 
If  from  the  pofture,  he  was  in,  not  took ; 
His  horfe  fo  prefs'd  on  him,  it  was  half  broke. 


Canto  42, 


ORLANDO    PUR  10  S  O. 


E  fil  cognato  non  venia  ad  aitarh, 
Si  come  lagrimofo  era,  e  dolente, 
Per  je  medefmo  non  potea  ritrarlo ; 
E  tanta  dog'ia-,  e  tal  martir  ne  Jente, 
Che,  ritratto  che  Febbe,  ne  a  mutarlo, 
Ne  a  fermarvif  fopra  era  poffente^ 
Ed  ha  infeme  la  gamba  *t  ftordita, 
Che  mover  non  f  pub ,  fe  non  f  ait  a. 

18. 

De  la  vittoria  poco  rallegrojje 
Orlando ',  e  troppo  gli  era  acerbo^  e  dura 
Veder,  che  morto  Erandimarte  fojje  j 
Ne  del  cognato  molto  ejjer  fcuro. 
Sobrin,  che  vivea  ancora,  ritrovoffe  • 
Ma  poco  chiaro  avea  con  molto  ofcuro  j 
Che  la  fua  vita  per  fufcito  fangue 
Era  vicina  a  rimanere  ejangue. 

19. 

Lo  fees  tor,  che  tutto  era  fangvigno, 
llConte,  e  medicar  difcretamente^ 
E  coxfortollo  con  parlar  benigno, 
Come  fe  flato  gli  fojje  parente  ; 
Che  dopo  ilfatto  null  a  di  maligno 
In  fe  tenea,  ma  tntto  era  clemtnte. 
Fece  de  i  morti  arme,  e  cavaffi  tarre  j 
Del  reflo  a  Jcrvi  lor  lafcio  dijporre. 

20. 

Qui  de  la  iftoria  mia,  che  non  fa  vera, 
Frederigo  Fulgofo  e  in  dubbio  a/quanta ; 
Che  con  farmata  avendo  la  riviera 
Di  Barberia,  trafcorfa  in  ogni  canto, 
Capita  quivi,  e  rifola  si  fera, 
Montuofa,  e  inegual  ritrovb  tanto, 
Che  non  e,  dice,  in  tutto  il  luogo  ftrano, 
Ove  tin  fol  pie  ft  pojffa  metier  piano. . 

21. 

Ne  verifmil  fieri,  che  ne  Talpe^re 
Scoglio,  fei  cavalieri,  il  for  del  mondo^ 
PoteJJin  far  quella  battaglia  equeftre. 
A  la  quale  obbiezion  cou  riJpovJo, 
Ch'a  quel  tempo  una  piazza  de  le  deflre, 
Che  fieno  a  yuejto,  avea  h  fcoglio  al  fondo: 
Ma  pot  ch1  un  fajfo,  che" I  trenntoto  aperje, 
Le  cadde  Jopra,  e  tutta  la  coperfe. 

22. 

St  che,  O  chiaro  fulgor  de  la  Fulgofa 
Stirpe,  O  ferena,  O  fempre  viva  luce  ; 
Se  mai  mi  riprendefle  in  quefla  eoj'a, 
E  forfe  innAnti  a  qucllo  invitto  Duce, 
Per  cui  la  voftra  patria  or  f  ripoja ; 
Lafcia  ogni  odio,  e  in  amor  tutta  ^induce  j 
Vi  prego,  che  non  ftate  a  dirgli  tardo> 
Ck'efl'er  pub,  che  ne  in  quefto  io  fa 


And  did  his  kinfman  not  to  aid  him  fpeed, 
Juft  as  he  was  in  tears,  o'erwhelm'd  with  woe, 
Himfelf  unable  was,  it  to  have  freed  : 
And  he  fuch  fmart  and  pain  did  undergo, 
That,  freed  as  'twas,  thereon  he  could  not  tread, 
Much  lefs  was  capable  thereon  to  go  : 
And  fo  benumb 'd  his  leg  at  once  did  prove, 
That,  without  help,  himfelf  he  could  not  move. 

18. 

But  little  joy  did  from  this  conqueft  gain 
Orland,  and  too  much  lharpnefs  did  endure, 
To  fee,  his  Brandimart,  therein,  was  flain, 
Nor  of  his  kinfrnan  was  he  now  fecure. 
He  found  Sobrin,  who  did  alive  remain, 
But  little  bright  he  had,  with  much  obfcure; 
For  fo  his  blood  from -forth  his  wounds  did  pour, 
He  feem'd  approaching  to  his  fatal  hour. 

19. 

The  Count  now  him,  who  was  all  over  blood, 
Made  them  take  up,  and  heal  him  prudently, 
And  chear'd  him  up,  in  fpeech  of  gentle  mood, 
As  if  h'  'ad  been  of  his  own  family. 
For,  fince  the  fact,  no  malice  him  endu'd ; 
But  he  remain'd  now  perfect  clemency : 
Horfes  and  arms  o'  th'  dead  he  caus'd  them  take, 
O'  th'  reft  he  lets  the  valTals  difpofition  make. 

20. 

Here,  that  quite  true  is  not  my  hiftory, 
Fred'ric  Fulgofo  fomewhat  is  in  doubt, 
Who  having,  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary, 
With  an  Armada  fcour'd  each  part  about ; 
Came  there,  and  of  fuch  inequality 
So  wild,  fo  mountainous,  this  ifle  found  out, 
There  is  not,  fays  he,  in  all  this  ftrange  land, 
A  fpot,  one  fingle  foot  can  even  fland. 

21. 

Nor  holds  it  likely,  on  this  rocky  height, 
Six  knights,  o'  th'  world  the  flow'r  of  chivalry, 
Could  have  performed  this  equeftrian  fight : 
To  which  objection  thus  I  would  reply  : 
That  at  fuch  time  a  plain  upon  the  right 
There  was,  where  underneath  the  rock  did  lie, 
But  a  huge  ftone  an  earthquake  open  tore, 
Which  fell  upon 't,  and  cover'd  it  all  o'er. 

22. 

So  that,  bright  fulgor  of  Fulgofa's  race, 
O  thou  ferene  and  ever-fhimng  light ! 
If  e'er  you  reprehend  me  in  this  cafe, 
Perhaps  in  that  unconquer'd  Leader's  fight, 
By  whom  your  country  now  enjoys  fweet  peace, 
In  love  all  introduce,  all  hatred  quit ; 
Do  not  decline  to  fay,  I  you  intreat, 
May  be,  in  this,  I  don't  a  lye  relate. 

S  s  2  23, 


3I6 


J  * 

In  qttejto  tempo  alzando  gli  occhi  al  mare 
Vide  Orlando  venire  a  vela  infrctta. 
Vn  navilio  leggier,  che  di  calare 
Facea  fembiante  fopra  Fifolettx. 
Di  ehififoffii  to  non  voglio  or  cant  are ; 
Perf  ho  piu  d'uno  altrove,  che  m'afpetta. 
VsggivnQ  in  Francia,  pot  che  fpinto  nhanno 
1  Saracin,  fe  mefli^  b  lieti  ftanno. 

24. 

Veggiam,  che  fa  <juel/a  fede.'e  amavte, 
Che  vede  il  fuo  contento  ir  st  lontano. 
Dico  la  travagliata  Bradamante-> 
Pot  che  ritrova  il  giuramento  vano-, 
Ch'  avea  fat  to  Ruggier  pochi  di  jnnavte, 
Udendo  il  noflro^  e  1'a'tro  (luol  Pagano. 
Pot  ctf  in  tjueflo  ancor  mane a ,  non  le  a 
In  (h'ella  debba  piu  wetter  fperanza. 

E  ripetendo  i  pianti-,  e  le  querele, 
Che  pur  troppo  domefliche  le  furot 
Tornb  a  fua  ufanza  a  nominar  crudele 
Ruggiero,  e'lfuo  deflin  fpietato-,  e  duro. 
Indi  fciogliendo  al  gran  dolor  le  ve?e3 
II  cie\  che  confentia  tanto  pergiuro, 
Ne  fttto  n'avea  ancor  Jegno  evident?. 
Ingiujto  chiama,  debole,  impotente. 

26. 

Ad  a  ecu  far  Melijfa  p  converfe, 
E  maledir  Caracal  de  la  grotta^ 
Ch"a  lor  mendace  fuafon  iimmerfe 
Nel  mar  d'Amore^  ov'e  a  morir  condofta. 
Pet  con  Marfifa  ritornb  a  dolerfe 
Del  fuo  fratel^  che  le  ha  la  fede  rotta. 
Con  lei  grida,  e  f  sfoga,  e  le'domanda 
Piangendo  aiuto^  e  fe  le  raccomanda. 

27. 

Marffa  f  riftringe  ne  le  fpatle  • 
£,  quel  fol)  che  puo  far •,  le  da  con  for  to  ,• 
N/?  crede^  che  Ruggier  mat  cosi  fal/e, 
Ch'a  lei  non  debba  ritornar  di  cor  to : 
£,  fe  non  torna  pur?  fua  fede  dalle ^ 
Cffella  non  patira  si  grave  torto, 
O  che  battaglia  pigliera  con  ejfo, 
O  gli  far  a  ejfervar  cib,  c'ha  prorneflb. 

28. 

Cost  fa,  cti  ella  un  poco  il  dual  raffiena  j 
Ch'  avcndo  ove  sfogarlo^  e  meno  acerba. 
Or  ch*  albiam  vifta  Eradamante  in  pexa, 
Chiamar  Rubier  pergiuro,  empio,  e  fuperbo~-y 
I'etgiaTfio  ancor ^  fe  miglior  vita  mena 
Hfratelfuo  i  che  non  ha  polfo,  b  nerlo, 
O/fl,  b  ntdoUa,  che  non  fen! a  calin 
De  le  famine  a  Amor,  dico  Rina/uo. 


ORLANDO    FU  R  I  O  S  O.  Canto  42 


23- 

At  this  time,  carting  o'er  the  feas  his  fight, 
Orland  difcover'd  fwiftly  coming  on, 
Making  that  way,  full  fail,  a  veffel  light, 
Which  feem'd  towards  the  ifland  to  bear  down : 
Who  this  might  be,  I  will  not  now  indite, 
For  waiting  me  elfewhere  I've  more  than  one  ; 
Let's  fee  in  France,  as  they  now  routed  had 
The  Saracins,  if  they  're  in  woe,  or  glad. 

24. 

Let  us  fee  what  that  faithful  lover  does, 
Who  fees  her  comfort  from  her  fo  disjoin'd; 
I  fpeak  of  Bradamant,  o'erwhelm'd  with  woes, 
As  foon  as  ihe  to  turn  out  vain  did  find 
Of  Ruggier,  few  days  paft,  the  folemn  vows 
In  th'  hearing  of  our  troops  and  foes  conjoin'd, 
As  he  herein  had  forfeited  his  faith, 
Nothing,  where  flie  fhould  place  her  hope,  (he  hath. 

25- 

And  whilft  her  plaints  and  fighs  fhe  did  repeat, 
Which  too  familiar  were  to  her  become, 
She  turn'd,  as  fhe  was  us'd,  to  call  ingrate 
Ruggier,  and  hard  and  barbarous  her  doom  : 
Then  the  fails  loofmg  to  her  anguifh  great, 
Heav'n,  which  for  perjury  fo  vaft  gave  room, 
And  had  not  made  example  evident,  < 

Unjuft  pronounces,  weak  and  impotent. 

26. 

Then  fhe  began  MelifTa  to  accufe, 
And  curfe  the  Oracle,  heard  in  the  grotj 
Who  her  to  plunge,  by  counfel  did  abufe> 
Into  love's  ocean,  and  to  death  had  brought : 
Then  to  Marphife  again  the  wrongs  fhe  rues, 
Done  by  her  brother,  who  his  vows  forgot, 
Weeping  unbends  herfelf,  and  makes  her  pray'r 
With  tears  for  aid,  fubmitting  to  her  care. 

27. 

Marphifa  fhudders  at  her  haplefs  cafe, 
But  gives  her  comfort :  all  that  could  be  done : 
Nor  thought,  that  Ruggier  e'er  would  prove  fo  bafe,. 
That  he  fhould  fail  returning  to  her  foon  : 
And  if  he  came  not,  fhe  protefKng  fays, 
That  wrong  fo  great  fhall  not  be  undergone  ; 
For  that  fhe  '11  battle  with  him  undertake, 
Ere  fhe  will  fuffer  him  his  promife  break. 

28, 

Thus  fhe  a  little  did  her  grief  retrain ; 
For  where  we  can  give  vent,  'tis  lefs  fcvere : 
Now,  as  we  Bradamant  have  feen  in  pain, 
And  perjur'd,  impious,  haughty,  call  Ruggier ; 
Let's  alfo  fee,  if  life  of  better  jftrain 
Her  brother  leads,  who  pulfe  nor  nerve  does  fhare, 
Nor  bone,  nor  marrow,  but  what  feels  the  flame 
Of  fcorching  love  :  Rinaldo  'tis  I  name. 


Canto  41. 

29. 

Difo  RifiatdO}  il  f  *^>  come  fapete^ 
Angelica  la  bell  a  amava  tan  to; 
Ne  I'avea  tratto  a  famorofa  rete 
Si  la  belt  a  di  lei,  come  l'inca?ito. 
A^veano  gli  altri  Paladin  quiete, 
EJJendo  a  i  Mori  ogni  vigore  ajfranfo 
Tra  i  iiincitori  era  rimafo  folo 
Eghcaptivo  in  amorofo  cktolo. 

30. 

Cento  niejjl  a  cercar  che  di  lei  fnffe, 
Avea  ntandato,  e  cerconne  egli  jtejfi. 
Al  fine  a  Malagigi  ft  ridvjfe, 
Che  ne  i  bifogni  fuoi  Faiuto  jpeffb. 
A  narrar  il  fuo  amor  fe  gli  condujft 
Col  vifo  roffo,  e  col  ciglio  d'wiejfi. 
Indiloprega,  che-  gl'  h 
La  defata  A?igelica  fi  trove. 

Gran  maraviglia*  di  si  ftrano  cafo 
Va  rivolgendo  a  Malagigi  il  petto. 
Sa,  che  fol  perRinzldo  era  rimafa 
D' aver  la  cento  volte,  e  piit  nvl  let  to  *T 
Ed  egli  fleffb,  accio  che  perfusfo 
Foffe  di  quells)  avea  affai  fat  to,  e  d'ettv 
Con  preghi,  e  con  minacce  per  piegarlo, 
Ne  avuto  avea  giamai  poter  di  farlo. 


E  tanto  piu;  ch'  allot  *Rinaldo  avrebbt 

Tratto  fuor  Malagigi  di  prigione. 

Fare  or  fpontaneamente  la  vorrebbe; 

Che  nulla  giova,  e  nha  miner  caglone>: 

Poi  prega  lui,  che'  ruordur  fi  dtbbc, 

Pur  quanta  ha  offefo  in  queflo  olir'a  ragione ; 

Che  per  negargli  gia,  vi  mancb  poco 

Di  non  farlo  morirein  fcuro  loco. 

Ma  quanta  a  Malagigi  le  domande 
Di  ~Rinaldo  importune  piu  pareatto- 
Tanto,  che  Famor  fuo  foffe  piu  grancte, 
Indiiio  manjfeflo  gli  faceano. 
I  preghi,  che  con  lui  vani  jwn  fyande-, 
Fan,  che  fubito  immerse  ne  I'O'teano 
Ogni  memoria  de  la  ingiuria  vecchiar 
E  ctfa  dargli  foccorfo  iapparecchia. 

34- 

Termine  tolfe  a  la  rifpcfta  ',  e  fpene-. 
Gli  die,  che  favorevol  gli  faria, 
E  che  gli  fapra  dir>  la  via,  che-tiene 
Angelica,  o  fa  in  Francia,  o  Jove  fiA. 
E  quindi  Malagigi  al  luoga  viene, 
Ove  i  Detfwni  fconghnar  folia, 
V  era  fra  monti  inactefybil  grotta ; 

o,  e  gli  fpirti  chsama  in  frottai 
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29. 

Rinald  I  fay,  who,  as  you  've  heard  exprefs'd, 
For  fair  Angelic  with  fuch  love  was  warm'd  ; 
His  heart  into  the  am'rous  net  had  prefs'd 
Her  beauty  rare,  as  by  enchantment  charm'd  ; 
The  other  Paladins  now  all  had  reft, 
As  of  the  Moors  all  vigor  was  difarm'd  : 
Amongft  the  victors  he  alone  remains 
A  captive,  bound  in  love's  corroding  chains. 

3°- 

A  hundred  mefTengers  to  feek  he  fent, 
Where  fhe  might  be,  and  himfelf  alfo  fought, 
At  length  he  unto  Malagigi  went, 
Who  him  in  need  had  oft  aiMance  brought : 
To  tell  his  love  to  him  now  fully  bent, 
With  brow  deject,  and  look  with  blufhes  fraught, 
Then  that  he  would  inftruct  him  did  intreat, 
Where  he  his  lov'd  Angelica  might  meet. 

31- 

Of  this  ftrange  cafe,  great  admiration 
Revolves  now  Malagigi  in  his  mind, 
Who  knew  it  once  lay  on  Rinald  alone, 
More  than  a  hundred  times  her  to  have  join'd  : 
And  that  himfelf  enough  had  faid  and  done, 
That  he  thereto  might  render  him  inclin'd, 
With  threats,  and  with  intreaties,  him  to  beud  ; 
But  ne'er  was  able  yet  to  gain  his  end  : 

32. 

And  fo  much  more,  for  then  Rinald  thereby 
From  prifon  Malagige  could  have  releas'd  : 
Now  he  difpos'd  to  do  it  willingly, 
When  ufelefs,  and  there  was  occafion  leafl : 
Then  afk'd  him  to  recal  his  memory, 
How  beyond  reafon  him  he  had  difpleas'd, 
That  by  refufal,  he  had  once  been  nigh, 
On  his  account,  in  place  obfcure  to  die. 

33- 

But,  as  to  Malagigi  the  demand 
Did  of  Rinaldo  moft  ill-tim'd  appear, 
So,  that  his  am'rous  paflion  was  moft  grand, 
Thereby  he  made  him  know  by  tokens  clear  : 
The  pray'rs,  which  he  did  not  in  vain  expand, 
Made,  as  funk  in  the  fea,  foon  difappear, 
All  thought  of  former  wrongs,  which  he  might  bear, 
And  that  he  now  to  aid  him  fhould  prepare. 

34-- 

He  took  fit  time  his  anfwer  to  declare, 
And  gave  him  hope,  it  fav'rable  fhould  be  ; 
And  that  he  foon  fhould  know,  which  way  did  bear 
Angelic,  if  in  France,  or  where  was  fhe  : 
Thence  Malagige  did  to  the  place  repair, 
Where  he  the  demons  us'd  in  forcery, 
Which  was  a  grot,  untrodden  cliffs  among; 
Opens  his  book,,  and  calls  of  fprights  a  throng. 

35> 


31* 
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Poi  ne  fcegHe  UK,  eke  de'  caji  d'dmore 
Avc.t  notizia*  e  da  lui  faper  voile. 
Come  fa,  che  Rinaldo^  cb' avea  il  core 
Dianzt-tr  dura,  or  fabbia  tanto  molle. 
E  di  quelle  du?  font:  ode  il  tenor?, 
Di  che  Puna  d*  il  foco>  e  I'altra  il  toHe  j 
E  almal-)  che  Puna  fa  null  a  Joe  cor  re., 
Se  non  tahra  acqua^  che  contraria  corre. 

Ed  ode,  come  avendo  gia  di  tjuel/a} 

Che  I' amor  caccia^  bevuto  Rinaldo, 

A  i  litnghi  preghi  a" Angelica  bclla 

Si  dimoflrb  cosf  oflinato>  e  faldo  : 

E  che  poi  giunto  per  Jua  iniqua  ftella 

A  her  ne  faltra  famorofb  caldoy 

Tornb  ad  amar  per  forza  di  quelf  acque 

Lei,  che  pur  dianzi  oltr'  al  dover  gli  fpiacque. 

37-  . 

D  a  iniqua  flella^  e  fier  dejlin  fu  giunto 
A  bcr  la  fiawwa  in  quel  ghiacciato  ri-vo; 
Perche  Angelica  wnne  qujfi  a  un  puxta 
A  her  ne  I'altro  di  dokezza  pr'n<o ; 
Che  d'ogni  amor  le  lafeib  :l  cor  ft  erfit;ntot 
Ch'  ifidi  ebbe  lui)  piu  che  le  Jerpi,  a  fchii'O  : 
Ez.!i  avio  leiy  e  Famor  giunfe  al  fegno^ 
In  ch'  era  gia  di  lei  l"odiot  e  lo  fdegno. 

Del  cafo  {Irano  di  Rinaldo  a  pteno 
Fu  Malagigi  dal  demonio  inftrutto  • 
Che  gli  narrb  d1 Angelica  non  meno^ 
Ch'  al  gioviue  African  ft  donb  in  tut  to  j 
E  come  poi  lajliato  avea  il  terrcno 
Tutto  £  Europa,  e  per  I'inftabil  flutto 
Verfo  India  fciolto  avea  da  i  liti  Ijpani 
Sit  raudaei  galee  de'  Catalan':. 

39- 

Poi  che  venne  il  cugin  per  la  rifpojlay 
Molto  gli  dijjuafe  Malagigi 
Di  piu  Angelica  awar^  che  s'era  pojia 
D'un  i-ilijjimo  Barbara  a  i  fervigi  j 
Ed  or  a  ft  da  Francia  fi  dijcojfaj 
Che  rnal  fegitir  fe  ne  potria  i  wftig:, 
Ch'  era  oggi?fiai  piu  /d}  (h'a  mtzza  Jtrada 
Per  andar  con  Medoro  in  Jua  contrada. 

40. 

La  partita  d' Angelica  non  molto 
Sarebbe  grave  a  Faniviofo  amnntc ,' 
Ne  pur  gli  avria  tnrbato  il  Jonno>  6  tolto 
II  penficr  di  tornarfeae  in  Levant  e  ,• 
Ma  fentendoy  ch'  avea  del  Juo  amor  coif  a 
Un  Saracino  le  prhaizie  innante  j 
Tal  paffione,  e  tal  cordoglio  fente, 
Che  nonfu  in  'vita  fua  mai  piu  dolente. 


35- 


Then  one  he  chofe,  who  in  the  tricks  of  love 
Had  underftanding,  and  of  him  would  know, 
How  it  might  be,  Rinald,  whofe  heart  did  prove 
So  hard  before,  fo  foft  (houid  have  it  now  : 
And  hears,  how  thofe  two  diff  'rent  fountains  move, 
Love's  fire  one  takes  away,  one  does  beftow  : 
And  for  the  ill  one  does,  no  remedy 
There  is,  fave  t'  other's  water,  which  runs  contrary. 

36. 

And,  how  Rinaldo  drinking,  he  did  hear, 
Before  of  that,  which  drives  love's  paflion  out, 
To  beauteous  Angelic's  repeated  pray'r 
Himfelf  he  fhew'd  fo  obftinate  and  ftout : 
And  after  coming,  by  his  haplefs  ftar, 
To  drink  in  t'  other  of  the  am'rous  draught, 
Had  turn'd  to  love  her,  by  this  water's  powV, 
Who  him  difpleas'd,  beyond  all  bounds,  before, 

37- 

By  cruel  ftars,  he  came,  and  fate  fevere, 
To  drink  from  out  that  frozen  brook  the  fire  ; 
For  at  that  infhnt  Angelic  came  there 
To  drink  in  t'  other,  void  of  fweet  defire  : 
Which  left  her  heart  from  am'rous  paflion  clear, 
Whence  from  him,  as  from  ferpent,  ftie  'd  retire  : 
Her  he  lov'd  now,  and  lov'd  her  at  fuch  rate, 
A$  equall'd  all  her  fury,  all  her  hate. 

38. 

Of  Rinald's  fo  ftrange  cafe  account  compleat, 
That  Malagige  might  from  the  demon  have, 
No  lefs  he  did  of  Angelic  relate, 
That  to  the  Moorifh  youth  herfelf  (he  gave  : 
And  how  me  then  did  from  the  land  retreat 
Wholly  of  Europe,  o'er  th'  inftable  wave, 
Sailing  for  India  from  the  coaft  of  Spain, 
Under  the  valiant  gallies  of  the  Catalan. 

39- 

Soon  as  his  kinfman  came  for  a  reply, 

Him  Malagige  did  mightily  dhTuade 

From  loving  Angelic  ;  the  property 

Of  a  Barbarian  now,  the  meaneft,  made  : 

Who  now  with  fo  much  fpeed  from  France  did  fly, 

Their  fleps  to  follow  would  be  ill  eflay'd  ; 

For  thence  fhe  more  than  half  the  way  was  now, 

Unto  her  country  with  Medor  to  go. 

40. 

Angelica's  departure  had  not  prov'd 
Exceeding  grievous  to  this  lover  ftout, 
Nor  had  dilhirb'd  his  fleep,  nor  yet  remov'd 
Of  turning  to  the  Eaft  his  former  thought  ; 
But  hearing  that  a  Saracin  fh'  'ad  lov'd, 
Who  the  firft  fruits  of  love  before  him  got ; 
Such  paflion,  and  fuch  heart-ach,  he  conceiv'J, 
That  never  in  his  life-tune  more  he  griev'd. 
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41. 

Non  ha  poter  cCuna.  rifpofa  fola, 

Trema  il  cor  dentro^  e  treman  fuor  le  labbia ; 

Non  pub  la  lingua  difnodar  parola, 

La  bocca  ha  amara->  e  par,  che  tofco  v'abbia'. 

Da  Malagigi  fub:to  iinvola, 

E)  come  il  caccia  la  geloja  rabbiay 

Dopo  gran  pianto,  e  gran  rammaricarf', 

Verfo  Levante  fa  penfier  tornarfi. 

42. 

Chiedt  liceuza  al  fglio  di  Pipino^ 
E  trova  fcuj'a,  che' I  dc frier  Baiardy, 
Che  ne  mena  Gradaffo  Saracino 
Contra  il  dover  di  cavalier  gagliardo^ 
Lo  move  per  fuo  onore  a  quel  cajninino  j 
Ac  do  che  vieti  al  Serican  bu^iardo 
Di  mai  vantarji-)  che  con  fpada?  b  lancia 
ISabbia  levato  a  un  Paladin  di  Francia. 

Lajciollo  ajidar  con  Jua  licenza  Carlo \ 
Benche  ne  fit  con  tutta  Francia  mefo^ 
Ma  fnalmente  non  feppe  negar/o, 
Tanto  gli  parve  il  defiderio  one/Iff. 
Vuol  Dudon-j  vuol  Guidone  accowpagnarlo^ 
Ma  lo  nega  Rinaldo  a  quello^  e  a  queflo. 
Lafcia  Parigi^  e  fene  va  via  folo 
Pisn  di  jofpiri^  e  d'amorofo  duolo. 

44- 

Sempre  ha  in  memoria,  e  mai  non  ft  gli  tolle^ 
Ch'averla  mille  volte  avea  potutoy 
E  mille  volte  avea  o(lii:ato>  e  folle 
Di  st  rara  belt  a  fatto  rifiutoj 
E  di  tanto  piacer,  ch'  ai-er  non  votte, 
Si  belhj  e  st  buon  tempo  era  perduto  ^ 
Ed  or  a  eleggerebhe  un  giorno  corta 
Averne  Joh)  e  rimaner  poi  war  to. 

45- 

Ha  Jempre  in  inente-,  e  mat  -non  fe  ne  parte, 
Come  ejjer  puote,  ch1  an  paver  o  f ante 
Abbia.del  cor  di  lei  fpinto  da  parte 
Merito^  e  amor  d*  ogri1  altro  primo  amante. 
Con  tal  penjier^  cbtl  cor  gli  flraccia^  e  parfey 
Rivaldo  Je  ne  va  verfo  Leitante  j 
E  driito  al  Rew0,  e  a  Eafilea  ft  tiene^ 
Fin  che  d*Ardcnna  a  la  gran  felva 


Poi  che  fu  dentro  a  molte  mrglia  an  da  to 
11  Paladin  pel  bojco  avventurofo, 
Da  i'ille,  e  da  c  aft  ell  a  allontanato, 
Ove  afpro  era  piu  il  Ittogo-,  e  periglio/9j 
Tutto  in  un  tratto  vide  il  del  turbato, 
Sparito  il  Sol  tra  tiuvoli  nafcofo^ 
Ed  ujcir  fuor  d'una  caverna  ofcura 
Un  flrano  wioftro  in  femminil  f&ira. 


He  had  not  pow'r  to  make  one  fole  reply  ; 
His  lips,  without,  trembled;  his  heart,  within; 
His  tongue  could  not  a  fingle  word  untye ; 
Bitter  his  mouth,  as  poifon  were  therein  : 
From  Malagige  he  fuddenly  did  fly  ; 
And,  as  by  jealous  rage  he  chac'd  had  been, 
After  great  moan,  and  fuff'ring  grievous  pain, 
Tow'rds  the  Levant  he  thinks  to  turn  again. 

42. 

Leave  of  King  Pi  pin's  fon  he  did  require, 
And  feign'd  excufe,  for  Baiard  his  palfrey, 
With  which  Gradafs  the  Pagan  did  retire, 
'Gainft  law  of  knights  renown'd  in  chivalry; 
That  courfe  to  take  his  honour  did  infpire, 
The  Serican  to  hinder,  left  with  lye, 
He  e'er  might  boaft,  that  he,  with  fword  or  lance, 
Had  ta'en  it  from  a  Paladin  of  France. 

43- 

Him  to  depart,  King  Charles  gave  liberty, 
Altho'  on  that  account  all  France  did  grieve  ; 
But  knew  not  how  at  length  him  to  deny, 
As  his  defire  fo  juft  he  did  perceive. 
Guidon,  Dudon,  would  him  accompany  ; 
But  neither  of  them  would  Rinald  receive  : 
Paris  he  leaves,  and  goes  his  way  alone, 
O'erwhelm'd  with  fighs,  and  with  his  am'rous  moan, 

44- 

Still  bears  in  mind,  nor  thence  it  could  he  take, 
A  thoufand  times  me  might  have  been  his  mare  ; 
A  thoufand  times,  he,  obftinate  and  weak, 
Stood  in  refuiiil  of  fuch  beauty  rare  : 
And  of  fuch  pleafure,  which  he  did  forfake, 
Was  loft  the  feafon,  once  fo  fine  and  fair  : 
And  that  he  now,  for  one  mort  day,  would  choofe, 
Her  to  enjoy  alone,  his  life  to  lofe. 

45- 

Still  has  in  mind,  nor  would  it  thence  depart, 
How  it  could  be,  that  fuch  a  vaffal  poor 
Had  from  her  memory  now  drove  apart 
Merit  and  love,  ail  lovers  had  before.  [hearr, 

With  fuch-like  thoughts,  which  tore  and  rent  hi:- 
Tow'rds  the  Levant  his  courfe  Rinaldo  bore ; 
And  for  the  Rhine  and  Bafil  ftrait  perfu'd, 
Until  he  came  t'  Ardenna's  mighty  wood. 

46. 

Scon  as  within,  a  many  miles,  had  gone 
The  Paladin,  thro'  the  advent'rous  wood, 
From  caftle  diftant  keeping,  and  from  town, 
Where  moft  fever  e  the  place,  and  dang'rous  Ihow'd ; 
At  once  he  fees  difturb'd  the  horizon  ; 
The  fun  was  vanifli'd,  hid  behind  a  cloud  j 
And  iflues  forth,  from  out  a  cave  obfcure, 
A  monfter  ftrange,  which  female  figure  bore. 

47- 


ORLANDO    FU  R  1  0  SO. 


m 

Canto  4 


47- 

Mill'  occhi  in  capo  a-vea  fenza  palpebre, 
No*  puo  ferrar/i,  e  non  credo,  che  dorma ; 
Now  men,  che  gli  occhi,  avea  rorecchie  crebre  \ 
Avea  in  loco  di  trin  ferpi  a  gran  forma, 
fuor  de  le  diaboliche  tenebre 
Ne/  mondo  ufct  la  fpaventevol  forma. 
Un  fero,  e  maggior  ferpe  ha  per  la  coda, 
Che  pel  petto  Jt  gira,  e  che  Yannoda. 

48. 

guel,  ctia  Rinaldo  in  mille  e  wille  impreje 
Piu  non  wi'snnem-ai,  yuivi  gli  airvic- nc  ; 
Che,  come  vede  H  woftro,  ctia  Foffcfe 
Se  gli  apparecchia,  e  ctfa  trovarlo  viene, 
Twt.i  pattra,  quanta  mai  ntn  fcefe 
In  a'.tri  forje,  gli  entra  #?  le  vene  : 
Ma  pur  Ctifato  ardir  frmula,  e  fotge, 
E  con  trepuia  man  la  fpada  fringe. 

49- 

S'accotida  il  moftr-o  in  gut  fa  al  fero  eflaltOj 
Che  fi  putt  dh;  che  fa  m.iftro  di  guerra  : 
Vibra  il  jcrp?nte  i-enenofo  in  alto, 
E  poi  contra  Rival  do  fi  dffirra . 
J)j  qua,  di  la  gli  vien  Jiipra  a  gran  falto. 
Rinaldo  contra  ltd  vaneggia,  ed  err  a  j 
Colpi  a  dritto,  e  a  riverfo  tira  a/aij 
Ma  non  ne  tira  aicun^  che  f era  inai. 

50. 

Il  tnoftro  al  petto  il  ferpe  or  a  gli  appicca, 
Cke  jotto  f  *  rwe,  e  fin  nel  cor  Vaggtiiaccia  ; 
Or  a  per  la  v:fiera  glielo  fcca, 
E  fa,  cti  err  a.  pel  co/lo,  e  per  la  faccia. 
Rinaldo  da  l''h;iprffa  fi  difpicca, 
E  quanta  puo  con  fproni  il  dejirier  caccia^ 
Ma  la  furia  infernal  gia  -non  par  z,opt>a, 
Che  fpicca  un  falto}  e  gli  e  fnbito  in  grappa. 

Vada  a  traverfo,  b  a  dritto,  oi~e  fi  vog/ia^ 
Sempre  ha  con  lui  la  maladetta  pefle  ,' 
Ne  fa  modo  tro-var,  che  fe  ne  fcioglia^ 
Benche'l  deflrier  di  calcitrar  non  refle. 
Trema  a  Rinaldo  il  cor,  come  una  foglia  j 
Non  cti altramentc  il  fsrjpe  lo  molefte  j 
Ma  tanto  orror  ne  fente,  e  tanto  fehivo, 
Che  flridc,  e  gemey  e  duolfi^  cti  egli  e  i-ivo. 

52. 

Nf  /  piu  trifto  fentier,  nel  peggior  calle 
Scorrendo  'va,  nel  piu  intricate  bofco> 
O-ve  ha  piu  ajprezza  il  balzo^  ove  la  val/e 
E  piu  JpJvofa,  o-u  e  /'  aer  piu  fofeo. 
Coft  jperando  torfi  da  le  fpalle 
Quel  brutto,  abbominofo,  orrido  tofco^ 
E  ne  faria  inal  capitato  forfe^ 
Se  tofto  non  giungeat  chi  lo  foccorfe. 


47- 


Eyes,  without  eyelids,  in  her  head  (he  bears 
Thoufands,  nor  fhut  them  can ;  I  think  ne'er  fleep : 
Nor  lefs  than  eyes,  fhe  has  her  num'rous  ears  ; 
Inftead  of  hairs,  of  fnakes  a  mighty  heap  : 
Into  the  world  this  dreadful  form  repairs, 
Forth  from  the  diabolic  darkfome  deep  ; 
A  fierce  and  greater  fnake  it's  tail  fupplies, 
Which,  rolling  ftill  about,  it's  bofom  ties. 

48. 

What  ne'er,  in  thoufands  of  feats,  happened 
Unto  Rinaldo,  now  to  him  fell  out ; 
Who,  when  the  monfter  he  difcovered, 
Which  him,  for  his  offence  prepar'd,  now  fought, 
Into  his  very  veins  as  great  a  dread 
Sunk,  as  on  other  man  had  ever  wrought : 
But  he  his  ufual  boldnefs  feign'd  to  fhew, 
And,  with  a  trembling  hand,  his  fword  he  drew. 

49. 

The  monfter  fo  for  fierce  aflault  prepares, 
That  one  may  fay,  it  mafter  was  in  fight : 
Itfelf  on  high  the  pois'nous  ferpent  rears, 
And  'gainft  Rinaldo  then  difcharg'd  it's  fpite  : 
On  all  fides  with  great  leaps  upon  him  bears  ; 
Rinaldo  'gainft  it  errs  with  feeble  fight ; 
Full  many  ftrokes  he  made,  foreright,  around, 
But  none  he  made,  whereby  he  it  could  wound. 

5°- 

The  monfter  to  his  breaft  the  ferpent  ftuck, 
Which  him  to  th'  heart,  beneath  his  arms  did  freeze, 
And  now  him,  thro'  his  very  vizor,  ftruck, 
Caufing  it  on  his  neck  and  face  to  feize  : 
Rinaldo  now  the  enterprize  forfook, 
And,  faft  as  fpurs  could  drive  his  horfe,  he  flees ; 
But  the  infernal  fury  feem'd  not  lame, 
Who  made  a  leap,  and  quick  behind  him  came. 

.5I< 
Let  him  go  crofs,  foreright,  as  he's  inclin'd, 

Ever  he  has  with  him  the  cwrfed  peft  ; 
Nor  how  to  free  himfelf,  means  could  he  find, 
Altho'  his  horfe  from  gallop  ne'er  did  reft  : 
Rinald's  heart  fhook,  like  leaf  before  the  wind, 
Not  that  the  ferpent  elfe  did  him  moleft ; 
But  fo  great  horror,  and  fuch  pangs,  he  bore, 
He  roar'd,  he  figh'd,  and  did  ev'n  life  deplore. 

52- 

By  the  moft  gloomy  ways,  and  rougheft  track, 
Scouring  he  goes,  thorough  the  thickeft  wood, 
Where  lharpefb  were  the  rocks,  the  vales  moft  black, 
O'ergrown  with  thorns,  where  air  the  darkeft  mow'd ; 
Hoping  thereby  to  take  from  off  his  back 
This  filthy,  horrible,  detefted  load  ; 
And  thence,  perhaps,  had  been  out  of  his  mind, 
If  him  fome  fpeedy  fuccour  had  not  join'd. 
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Ma  lo  focecrfe  a  -tempo  tin  eai-xliero 

Di  hello  armatO)  e  lucidy  rr.c-tailo, 

Che  porta  an  giogo  rot  to  per  cimiero^ 

Di  rojfe  fajmne  ha  pien  lo  fcuao  gla  'lo , 

Cost  trapunto  il  ftio  veflire  alt'sero, 

Cost  la  foprawefta  del  cai'alh. 

La  lancia  ha  in  pugno,  e  la  fpada  al  fro  loco, 

E  la  raazza  a  Tarc.on-)  eke  g?tta  foco. 

54- 

Piena  d'un  foco  eternc  c  quefla  mazza, 
Che  Jenza  confvrnarfi  ogn  ora  avvansa  j 
Ne  per  buon  fcudo,  o  tempra  di  corazna^ 
O  per  grofftzza  d  elmo  fe  tie  f-arvpa. 
DuH^ue  Ji  ({eve  il  cavalier  far  piazza^ 
Cj/>;',  o-ue  vi/o!-,  rinefiiiiguibi!  h: 
~Ne  manco  bifjgnava  al  guerrier  voftro, 
Per  levarlo  di  man  del  crudel  mojlro. 

.f.  come  cavalier  eTanimo  faldo, 

Ore  ha  udito  il  rumor  ^  ccrre,  e.gahtya 

Tat/to,  (he  *v»J?  il  mofti'o.   cbe  l\:j:a!do 

Ccl  brutto  firpe  in  7>:itle  rr;od>.  az^roppj, 

E  Jen! if  fagli  a  u?i  tcwps  freddo,  e  catdo, 

Che  von  hi  vij  di  torbfi  di  grappa. 

lra  il  cavaliers,  e  fere  il  moftro  a!  fanco, 

E  lo  fa  traboc car  dal  lato  manco. 

56. 

Ma  quello  e  appfna  in  terra^  che  ft  rizza^ 
E  il  lungo  ferpe  in:orno  a^glra,  e  i-ibra. 
Quefl*  altro  piu  :on  I'aftan-n  I'attizza, 
Ma  di  far  I  a  col  foco  f  delibra. 
La  mazzaimpugKa,  e  d>i:eil  ferpe  guizze, 
Speffiy  come  tempefta^  i  co'pi  libra ; 
Ne  iafcia  teinpo  a  yuel  brutto  awwiik, 
Che  pvjfa  fame  un  fo'o  o  bene^  6  mule. 

"E  mentre  addietro  il  caccia^  6  tiene  a  bada, 
'E  lo  percote,  e  1'endka  mille  onte-, 
Con^glia  il  Paladin,  che  fe  ne  vada 
Per  quella  i'.!a,  ch?  s'alza  verfo  il  tnontc. 
guel  iapp:gl:a  al  configlio,  ed  a  la  ftrada  j 
E  fenza  dietro  mai  volger  la  fronte, 
Nan  ce/ay  che  di  vifia  fe  git  tolle  ± 
'Ecnchc  molto  afpro  era  a  (al:r  qucl  colic. 

Il  cavalier^  poi  (h'a  la  {'cur a  btica. 
Ffce  tornar?  il  moftro  de  I  irrfemo, 
Ove  rode  fe  ftsffb^  e  ft  manuca, 
E  da  milk  occhi  i<crfa  il  pianto  eterno  ; 
Per  efler  diRinaido  guida-.  e duca 
C!i  fa!;  dietro,  e  su  I  giogo  fupcrvo 
C/V  f«  a  le  fpalle^  e  fi  wife  con  lui 
Per  trarlo  fuor  di  lunghi  ofcuriy  e  bri. 
VOL.  II. 


In  feafon  fuccour'd  him  a  cavalier, 
Lucid  his  armour  was,  of  metal  bright, 
Who  for  his  creft  a  broken  yoke  did  bear, 
His  yellow  (hield  was  full  of  fi.iming  light ; 
His  veftments  rich  juft  fo  embroider'd  were, 
So  was  his  palfrey  cover'd  o'er  for  fight : 
His  lance  in  hand,  his  fword  was  in  it's  place, 
And  on  his  faddle,  which  caft  fire,  his  mace. 

54- 

Full  of  a  fire  eternal  is  that  mace, 
That  blaz'd  continually,  without  decay, 
Ev'ry  good  fhield,  each  temper  of  cuiiafs, 
Each  helmet's  groflhefs  muft  to  this  give  way. 
Therefore  this  cavalier  muft  clear  each  place. 
Wheel  where-e'er  mil  this  unextinguifh'd  ray  ; 
Nor  a  lefs  force  did  this  our  warrior  need, 
To  have  Rinald  from  the  fell  monfter  freed. 

And,  as  a  cavalier  of  fpirit  bold, 
Where  he  the  noife  had  heard,  he  rides  in  haft?, 
'Till  he  the  knight  and  monfter  did  behold, 
Whom  the  foul  fnake  in  thoufand  twines  embrac'd  ; 
And  made  him  feel  at  once  both  hot  and  cold, 
Which,  from  behind,  he  had  no  way  to  caft ; 
The  knight  the  monfter  in  the  flank  did  wound, 
And,  from  the  near  fide,  caus'd  him  fall  to  ground. 

But  he,  fcarce  got  to  earth,  himfelf  does  rear, 
And  the  long  ferpent  wheels  and  darts  on  high  ; 
T'  other  no  more  provokes  him  with  his  fpear, 
But  deems  it  beft  his  fire  fhould  that  fupply  : 
Hegrafps  his  mace,  as  the  fnake  glides  5'  th'  air; 
Thick,  as  a  tempeft,  he  his  blows  lets  fly; 
Nor  gives  he  time  to  the  foul  animal, 
That  evil  he  or  good  can  do  at  all. 

•  '*  57' 

And,  while  he  drives  him  back,  or  keeps  at  bay, 

Or  ftrikes  him,  to  revenge  his  vaft  affront, 
Counfels  the  Paladin  to  get  away, 
Thoro'  that  road  which  rifes  to  the  mount : 
T'other  perfucs  his  counfel,  and  the  way, 
And,  without  ever  turning  round  his  front, 
Ceas'd  not,  till  he  had  travell'd  out  of  fight, 
Tho'  very  {harp  t'  afcend  the  mountain's  height. 

The  cavalier,  when  to  it's  dark  retreat 
Again  he  made  th'  infernal  monfter  go, 
Where  (he  herfelf  does  gnaw,  herfeif  does  eat, 
And  pours  from  thoufand  eyes  eternal  woe  ; 
To  be  Rinaldo's  chief  and  gaide  compleat, 
Mounts  after  him,  and  on  the  fummit  now 
Was  at  his  fhoulders,  and  himfelf  he  put, 
From  this  dark  gloomy  place,  to  lead  him  out. 

Tt  59' 
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Come  Rinaldo  il  vide  ritornafo, 
Gli  diffi)  che  gli  avea  grazia  infinita-> 
E  cti  era  delitore  in  ogni  lato 
Di  porre  a  benefcio  fuo  la  vita . 
Pot  fo  domanda^  come  fia  nomato^ 
Jlccio  dir  fappia^  chi  gli  ha  data  ait  a  j 
E  tra  guerrieri  pojfa,  e  inanzi  a  Carlo 
De  r altaftia  bonta  fempre  ejaltarlo. 

60. 

~Rifpofe  il  cavalier :  Non  ti  rincrefca^ 
Set  nome mio  fcoprir  non  ti  voglio ora : 
Ben  tel  diro^  prima  ch'un  pajjo  crefca 
L?ombray  che  ci  fara  poca  dimora. 
Trovaro  andando  injieme  un'  aeqtta  frefca} 
Che  col  fuo  mormorio  facea  ta  'ora 
Pajloriy  e  viandanti  al  chiaro  rio 
Venire ,  e  berne  Fatnorofo  obblio. 

61. 

Signor,  quejle  eran  quelle  gelide  ac^uey 
®uelle->  che  fpengon  famorojo  caldoj 
Di  cui  bevendo  ad  Angelica  nacque 
LW/0,  ch'ebbe  di  poi  fempre  a  Rina/do : 
E  s'ella  un  tempo  a  lui  prima  difpiac^ue'^ 
E  fe  ne  fodio  il  ritrovo  si  Jaldo ; 
Non  derivb)  Signer ,  la  cauja  altronde^ 
Se  non  d'aver  bevuto  di  yuefte  onde. 

62. 

11  cavalier-^  che  con  Rinaldo  vieney 
Come  Ji  vede  innanzi  al  chiaro  rivo} 
Caldo  per  la  fatica  il  deflrier  tiene, 
E  dice :  II  pofar  qut  non  fia  nocivo. 
Non  Jia,  dijfe  Etna/Jo,  Je  non  benej 
ObW/re,  che  prema  il  mezzo  giorno  eftivo, 
Jlfha  cost  i!  brut  to  moftro  travagliato^ 
Che  '•  ipofar  mi  fia  commado^  e  grato. 


LVw,  e  I'altro  fmontb  dn  fuo 
E  pafcer  lo  'afio  per  la  forefta ; 
E  nil  forito  v*rde  a  rojfi.  e  a  giallo 
Avtln  JJ  traffn  I  c'mo  de  la  left*. 
Curfe  Ritfa'do  al  liq'tido  criftallo 
SpiJito  Ja  ca'do^  e  da  fete  molefta  j 
E  CJCHG  a  un  for  fa  del  freddo  liquor  e 
Dal  petto  araentc  e  t 'a  fete ',  e  famore. 

64. 

Quando  lo  "o'de  Paltro  eava'iero 
La  bocca  fil!e~Jar  d.i  lacqua  molle^ 
E  ritrarjie  pentito  ogni  penjiero 
Di  q»e!  d-fr,  ctfebbc  d? amor  si  jolle  ,' 
$1  l-."-jb  riiro.,  e  con  femliante  altero^ 
Gli  d'ffe  tjue!,  che  dianzi  dir  non  voile  ; 
Ssppii  Rtnaldo.  il  nome  mio  e  lo  fdegnoy 
f'euutv  fa  I  per  fchrti  il  giogo  indegno* 


59- 

When  him  return'd  Rinaldo  now  efpy'd, 
He  faid,  he  thanks  had  to  him  infinite  ; 
And  that  he  debtor  was  on  ev'ry  fide, 
His  life  thus  rifking  for  his  benefit : 
And  afk'd,  he  with  his  name  might  be  fupply'd, 
That,  who  had  giv'n  him  aid,  relate  he  might, 
And  could  before  King  Charles,  his  chieftains  by, 
Exalt  him  ever,  for  his  goodnefs  high. 

60. 

The  knight  reply'd  :  Let  it  not  you  difpleafe, 
If  to  you  now  my  name  I  won't  difplay, 
I'll  furely  tell,  before  one  foot  increafe 
The  (hade,  which  to  you  will  be  fmall  delay : 
As  they  go  on,  each  the  frefh  water  fees, 
Which  fometimes  caufes,  by  it's  murm'ring  way, 
Shepherds  and  travellers  to  its  clear  brink 
Come,  and  from  thence  am'rous  oblivion  drink. 

61. 

Thefe  were  the  waters,  Sir,  of  frozen  kind, 
Thofe  which  extinguifhed  the  am'rous  heat, 
Which  drinking  caus'd,  fpring,  in  Angelic's  mind, 
The  fcorn  with  which  Rinald  me  fHll  did  treat  t 
•  And  if  he  once  did  her  difpleafmg  find, 
And  me  found  him  fo  firm  in  hatred  great, 
The  caufe  elfewhere  it's  fource,  Sir,  could  not  have, 
But  from  their  drinking  of  this  very  wave. 

62. 

The  knight,  who  with  Rinald  came  to  that  fpot, 
Seeing  himfelf  before  the  river  clear, 
Holding  his  horfe,  by  his  fatigue  now  hot, 
Said,  It  may  not  be  hurtful  to  reft  here  : 
Rinald  reply'd,  It  muft  do  well,  he  thought, 
For  that  befides  the  fcorching  noon,  we  bear, 
The  ugly  monfter  me  has  weary'd  fo, 
Reft  would  to  me  be  fit  and  grateful  now. 

63- 

Both  one  and  t'  other  from  their  horfes  light, 
And,  thro'  the  foreft,  leave  them  free  to  feed  : 
And,  on  the  green,  where  flow'rs  their  tindls  unite, 
Each  of  them  takes  his  helmet  from  his  head  : 
Rinaldo  haftens  to  the  chryftal  bright, 
By  heat,  and  by  his  thirft  fo  painful  led, 
And,  at  one  gulp  of  the  cool  liquor,  drove, 
From  his  fcorch'd  breaft,  at  once,  his  thirft  and  love. 

64. 

When  him  perceiv'd  the  other  cavalier, 
His  thirft  now  quench'd,  his  head  fro'  th'  water  take ; 
And,  now  repentant,  ev'ry  thought  forbear 
Of  that  defire,  he  had,  from  love  fo  weak, 
He  upright  ftood,  and,  with  a  haughty  air, 
Told  him,  that,  which  before  he  would  not  fpeak  : 
Rinaldo,  Know  my  name,  it  is  Difdain, 
Come  to  free  you  from  this  unworthy  chain. 
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Cost  dicendO)  fubito  gli  fparve, 

E  fparve  infeme  il  fuo  deftrier  con  lui. 

Quefto  a  Rinaldo  un  gran  miracol  par<ve  j 

S'aggiro  intorno>  e  dijfe  :  Ove  e  coftui  ? 

Stimar  non  fa,  fe  fian  magiche  larvey 

Che  Malagigi  un  de'  miniftri  fui 

Gli  abbia  mandate  a  romper  la  catena^ 

Cke  lungamente  Pha  tenuto  in  pena. 

66. 

O  pur  che  Dio  da  falta  Ierarch:a 
Gli  abbia  per  ineffabil  fua  bontadt 
Mandato,  come  gia  mando  a  Tobia, 
Un  Angela  a  levar  di  cecitade. 
Ma  buonoy  6  rio  Demonio^  6  quel->  che  fa, 
Che  gli  ha  renduta  la  fua  liber  tade? 
Ringrazia,  e  loda,  e  da  lui  fol  conofie, 
Che  fano  ha  il  cor  da  Famorofe  angijce. 

67. 

Gli  fu  nel  prhnier  odio  ritornata 
Angelica^  e  gli  parve  troppo  indegna 
D'ejfer,  non  che  st  lungi  feguitata-, 
Ma  che  per  lei  pur  mezza  lega  vegna. 
Per  riaver  Baiardo  tulta  fata 
Verfo  India  in  S  eric  an  a  andar  difcgna ; 
Si  perche  I'onor  fuo  lo  fringe  a  farlo  j 
Si  per  averne  gia  parlato  a  Carlo. 

68. 

Giunfe  il  giorno  feguente  a  Baflea ; 
Ove  la  nova  era  venuta  in ante j 
Che* I  Conte  Orlando  aver  pugna  dovea 
Contra  Gradaflo,  -e  contra  il  Re  Agramante. 
Ne  quefto  per  avvifo  ft  fapea^ 
Ch"  avcjfe  dato  il  cavalier  d^Anglante  j 
Ma  di  Sicilra  in  fretta  venuf  era 
Chi  la  novella  v'  apporto  per  vera. 

69. 

Rinaldo  vuol  trovarfi  con  Orlando 
A  la  battaglia^  e  fe  ne  vede  lunge  ; 
Di  diece  in  dicce  miglia  va  mutando 
Cavalli,  e  guide^  e  corre,  e  sferza?  e  punge. 
Paffa  il  Reno  a  Coftavza,  e  in  su  volando 
Travcrja  /'  Alpe,  ed  in  Italia  giunge, 
Verona  addietrOj  addietro  Mantoa  faffa  j 
Sit  I  Po  (I  trovay  e  con  gran  fretta  il  fajfa. 

70. 

Gia  iinchinava  il  Sol  molto  a  la  fera> 
Ed  apparia  nel  del  la  pritf/a  J}e!/a~, 
Qu^ando  \\inaldo  in  ripa  a  la  rivitro 
Stando  in  pe?ifer^  t'avea  da  mutar  (ella^ 
O  tanio  foggiornar,  eke  Varia  nera 
Fugg'ffe  inanzi  a  I'altra  Aurora  be  la\ 
Venir  fi  vede  un  cavaliero  inanti 
Cortefe  ne  Fafpetto->  e  nt  i  fembianti. 
3 


Thus  fpeaking,  from  him  difappear'd  outright, 

And  with  him  vaniih'd  too  his  palfery. 

A  miracle  this  to  Rinaldo's  fight : 

He  wheel'd  himfelf  around,  laid,  Where  is  he  ? 

He  could  not  guefs,  but  'twas  a  magic  fpright, 

Which  Malagigi,  from  his  miniflry, 

Had  to  him  now  difpatch'd,  to  break  the  chain, 

Which  him  for  fuch  long  time  had  held  in  pain. 

66. 

Or  elfe  that  God  had,  from  his  hierarchy- 
Sent,  by  unbounded  goodnefs,  from  above, 
As  whilom  he  to  Tobit  did  convey 
An  Angel  once,  his  blindnefs  to  remove  : 
Be  good  or  wicked  demon,  what  it  may, 
That  gave  him  freedom,  grateful  he  does  prove, 
And  praifes  him  alone  from  whom  he  knows, 
That  he  his  heart  has  heal'd  from  am'rous  woes. 

?7- 

Angelica  return'd  into  his  hate, 
And  not  alone  did  now  too  worthlefs  feem 
To  be,  that  he  fo  far  fhould  on  her  wait, 
But  half  a  league  too  much  for  her  did  deem. 
His  Baiard  to  regain  at  any  rate, 
Tow'rds  Indian  Serican  to  go  did  fcheme  : 
As  well,  that  honour  bound  him  this  to  do, 
As  that  thereon  King  Charles  h'  'ad  fpoken  to, 

68. 

To  Bafily  next  day  he  did  arrive, 
Whither  but  juft  before  the  news  did  pafs, 
That  Count  Orlando  was  to  battle  give, 
Againft  King  Agramante  and  Gradafs  : 
Nor  did  he  this  from  an  advice  receive, 
Which  th'  Anglant  knight  had  caus'd  to  him  to  pafs  ; 
But  one  in  hafte  had  come  from  Sicily, 
Who  thither  brought  this  news,  for  certainty. 

69. 

Rinaldo  with  Orlando  wifh'd  to  be, 
At  this  grand  fight,  but  was  far  off  he  found, 
Every  ten  miles  changing  his  palfery, 
And  guide,  he  went,  and  whip  and  fpur  did  bound : 
At  Conftance  pafs'd  the  Rhine,  and  up  did  flee ; 
Travers'd  the  Alps,  and  gain'd  Italian  ground ; 
Behind  he  Mantua  and  Verona  quits ; 
Comes  to  the  Po,  and  hafty  crofs  it  gets. 

70. 

The  fun,  before  the  night,  began  to  fink, 
And  in  the'heav'ns  appear 'd  the  foremoft  ftar  : 
What  time,  Rinaldo,  on  the  river's  brink, 
Revolves  in  mind,  mould  he  frelh  horfe  take  there, 
Or  fojourn  here,  till  the  dark  air  fhould  flu-ink 
Before  the  following  Aurora  fair  ; 
Before  him  coming  on,  a  knight  was  feen, 
Courteous,  as  weil  in  afpeft,  as  in  mien. 

T  t  z  71. 
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Cofltti,  dopo  il  falutOy  con  bel  modo 
Gli  domandb,  iaggiunto  a  moglie  fojje. 
Difp  Rinaldo :  Jo  fan  nel  gtogal  -Kodo : 
Ma  dt  tal  domandar  maraviglioffe. 
Soj.g:unfe  quel :  Che  fa  con  ne  godo : 
Poiy  per  chiarir  perche  tal  detto  mojje^ 
Dijfe :  Io  ti  prego^  eke  tu  fia  cov.tenio^ 
Ch"io  ti  dia  ^uefla  fera  alloggvarnento : 

72- 

Che  ti  faro  i)eder  eofa->  che  debbe 
Ben  volentier  -veder^  chi  ha  moglie  a  late. 
Rinatdo,  si  perche  pofar  <vorrebbe 
Ormai  di  correr  tanto  afatirato  ,• 
St  perche  di  vedere,  e  a"  ttdir*  ebhe 
Sempre  awtnttire^  itn  defiderio  innato. 
Accettu  fofferir  del  cavaliero, 
E  dietro  gli  pigho  mtovo  fentievo. 

73- 

Un  tratto  cTarco  fuor  di  ftrada  itfeiro, 
E  innanzi  tin  gran  palazzo  fi  tror.?ro, 
Onde  fcudieri  in  gran  frotta  vev:ro 
Con  torchi  accefi,  e  f--ro  intorno  chixro. 
Entro  "Rinaldo^  e  volto  gli  occhi  in  giro  ; 
E  vide  loco,  il  qual  ft  vede  raroy 
Di  gran  fabbrica-,  e  bella-,  e  bexe  intefa  $ 
Ne  a  private  now  con-jenia  tanta  fpefa. 

74- 

Di  ferpentin,  di  porfidi  lednre 
Pietre,  fax  de  la  porta  il  ricco  i-oltp. 
Qvelj  che  chiude^  e  di  bronzo^  con  figure , 
Che  fembrano  fpirar^  movere  il  voito. 
Sotto  art  arco  poi  s'entra-^  overnij'ture 
Di  bel  mufaico  ingannan  I'occhio  motto, 
^ttindi  ft  vain  un  qujdro-,  ch1 ogni  fjccia 
De  le  fue  logge  ha  hnga  cento  braccia. 

75- 

La  fua  porta  ha  per  fe  ciafcuna  hgg'a^ 
E  tra  la  porta ,  e  Je  ciafcuna  tin*  arco$ 
Xfatnpiezza  pari  fon^  ma  1'aria  forgia 
»  cTcrnaTmnti  ilrr.aflro  lor  nonparco. 
Da  ciafcuno  arco  s'entra,  we  ft  poggia 
S;  facil^  cfrun  fomier  vi  fuo  gir  farco. 
Vn  altro  arco  di  fit  troika  ogni  fcalaj 
E  Centra  per  »gni  arco  in  ana  Jala. 

76. 

Gli  arch:  di  fopra  efcono  fuor  del  fegno 
Tanto ^  ch?  fan  coper chio  a  le  gran  porte  • 
.E  ciafc  UK  due  colonne  ha  per  foflegno 
Aiire  di  bronzo^  altre  di  pietra  forte. 
L>ungo  fara,  fe  lutti  vi  difegno 
Gli  ornati  allnggiamenti  de  la  corte  j 
Ed  oltra  yuely  ch'  appar,  quanti  agi  fotto 
L,a  cava  terra  il  majlro  a-vea  ridotto. 


He,  firft  faluting  him  in  handfome  way, 
Afk'd  him,  if  he  was  in  the  marriage  ftate : 
I  am  in  wedlock's  band,  Rinald  did  fay; 
But,  at  fuch  queftion,  was  in  wonder  great. 
T'other  fubjoin'd,  I'm  glad  you  're  on  fuch  lay: 
Why  thus  he  fpoke,  then  to  elucidate, 
He  faid,  I  pray  you,  that  you'd  be  content, 
That  I  this  night  may  give  you  your  lodgment. 

72. 

For  I  will  caufe  you  fee,  what,  with  delight, 
•Each  perfon  (hould  fee  in  the  marriage  ftate : 
Rinald,  as  well  that  reft  was  requifite, 
From  tirefome  travelling  by  poft  of  late, 
As  that  he  had  to  hearing,  and  the  fight, 
'Still  of  adventures  a  defire  innate, 
Accepts  the  offer  of  the  cavalier, 
And  after  him  to  a  new  road  does  bear. 

73- 

They  went  a  bow's  (hot  forth  the  common  route, 
When  a  grand  palace  they  before  them  found, 
From  whence  a  mighty  troop  of  fquires  came  out 
With  lighted  torches,  and  made  day  around  : 
Rinaldo  enter'd,  roll'd  his  eyes  about, 
And  faw,  fcarce  feen  elfewhere,  a  fpot  of  ground 
Fine,  in  high  tafte,  with  edifice  immenfe, 
Nor  to  a  private  man  could  fuit  fuch  vaft  expence, 

74- 

Of  ferpentine  and  porphyry1*  hard  ftone 
The  jambs  the  portal's  hinges  rich  receive; 
The  folds  of  brafs,  with  images  thereon, 
Which  feem'd  to  move  their  very  looks,  and  live : 
Beneath  an  arch,  the  entrance,  mix'd  is  fhown 
Mofaic  fine,  the  eye  much  to  deceive  ; 
Then  to  a  fquare  you  enter,  where  each  front 
Of  ev'ry  lodge  does  to  an  hundred  yards  amount. 

75- 

Each  lodge  diftinct  its  gate  has  different, 
And  there's  an  arch  betwixt  each  difF'rent  gate, 
Alike  in  width,  but  various  ornament 
The  mafter  made  there,  in  no  fparing  rate  : 
Thro'  ev'ry  arch  you  go,  where  was  th'  afcent 
Eafy,  a  beaft  might  mount  with  loaded  weight ; 
Above,  an  arch  to  ev'ry  ftaircafe  was, 
And  thro'  each  arch  to  a  falon  you  pafs. 

76. 

The  upper  arches  fo  far  forward  break, 
To  form  a  portico  to  each  grand  gate  : 
Of  each  two  columns  does  the  bearings  take ; 
'Some  are  of  brafs,  fome  ftone  of  mafly  weight : 
'Twou'd  tedious  be,  {hould  I  defcription  make 
Of  each  fine  lodgment  in  this  palace  great ; 
And,  befides  what  above  in  fight  were  found, 
The  offices  the  Mafter  had  form'd  under  ground. 


77- 
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77. 


Ilahe  colonn?,  e  i  fapitelli  eToro, 
Da  (hi  i  gemmati  falchi  eran  fojfufti, 
1  ptrtgAfhttnitii  che  i-i  foro 
Da  dotta  mano  in  varh  forme  fcult't^ 
YitturS)  e  getti,  e  tan?  ttltro  lavoro, 
Benchc  la  notte  a  gli  occhi  il  flu  ne  occ 
J*loftran->  che  r*on  baflar  a  tanta  mole 
Di  dvoRe  inferae  le  riccbezze  fole. 

78. 

Sopra  gli  altr't  ornamenti  ricchj,  e  belfi, 
Ctf  era-no  affai  ne  la  gloconda  flanza, 
V'era  una  fonte,  che  per  piu  rufcclli 
Spargea  frefchijjime  ac.jtte  hi  abbondaxza. 
Pofle  le  menfe  avfax  qurji  i  donzelii, 
Ch'era  ne!  mezzo  ptr  ugval  diflanza.. 
Vede-ca,  e  parimeute  vediita  era 
Da  yuattro  forte  de  la  cafa  alter  a. 

79- 

Watt  a  da  maftro  diligevte,  e  d?ito 
La  fonte  er/i  con  mo!ta^  e  JottiF  opra  ; 
Di  loggia  a  gitifa,  o  padiglion,  ch'in  otto 
Facce  dijlinto  intorno  adombri,  e  copra. 
Vn  del  cToro,  che  tutto  era  di  fotto 
Color ito  di  fmalto.,  le  fla  fopra  ; 
Ed  otto  ftatue  fan  di  mar  mo  bianco^ 
Che  foftezgon  quel  del  col  braccio  manto. 

80. 

Ne  la  man  dffira  il  corno  cC  Awake  a 
Sculto  avea  lor  Fingenrofo  ruaflro  • 
Onde  con  grata  murmure  cadea 
L'acqua,  di  fuore  in  vafo  a"  *  I  aba  fir  a; 
Ed  a  fenbianza  di  gran  donna  avea 
Ridutto  cm  grande  arte  ogni  pilaftro. 
Son  d'abito,  e  di  faccia  differ  en  te. 
Ma  grazia  bdnno>  e  bclta  tutte  ugualmente. 
81. 

fermava  il  pie  ciafcttndi  qvefti  fegni 
Sopra  due  belle  imagini  piu  baffe^ 
Che  con  la  bocca  apsrta  facean  p£ni, 
Che'l  canto ^  e  Varmoma  lor  dilctfaffe  ; 
E  quell*  attOt  in  che  fon^  par,  che  dtfegni, 
Che  Popra^  e  {ludio  lor  tutto  lodaffe 
Le  belle  donne^  che  su  gli  oweri  banno, 
Se  fofler  t[ueh  di  cu  in  fembianza  Jlanno. 

82. 

I  fimulacri  infe riori  in  mano 
J[vean  lunghe,  ed  amplifiine  fctitture-, 
Ove  facean  con  rnolta  lauds  piar.o 
I  nomi  de  le  p:u  degne  figure  , 
E  moftra-vano  ancor  poco  lontano 
J  fropri  loro  in  note  non  ofcure. 
Miri,Rinaldv,  a  lume  di  doppierir 
Le  danne  ad  una  ad  ttna}  e  i  cav  alter  i. 


77- 


The  lofty  columns,  capitals  of  gold, 
Which  the  foffites  with  gems  adorn'd  upheld  ; 
The  foreign  marbles,  which  you  there  behold, 
Carv'd  in  the  various  forms  by  hand  well  fkill'd  ; 
The  pictures,  cafts,  and  other  works  fo  bold, 
Tho'  mofl  by  night  were  from  the  eye  conceal'd ; 
Shew'd,  that,  for  fuch  a  pompous  edifice, 
Two  Princes  wealth  alone  would  not  fuffice. 

78. 

"*Bove  all  the  ornaments,  fo  rich  and  great, 
Which  were  in  plenty  in  this  pleafant  place, 
A  fountain  there,  in  many'  a  rivulet, 
With  cooling  current  in  abundance  ftrays  : 
Here  the  attendants  had  the  table  fet, 
Which  in  the  midft  at  equal  diftance  was  :: 
Alike  it  fronts,  alike  itfelf  it  fhows 
To  the  four  portals  of  the  lofty  houfe. 

79- 

"By  mafler  diligent,  and  fkili'd  in  art, 
This  fountain  was,  with  niceft  labour,  made ; 
As  a  pavilion,  whofe  eight  fronts  apart, 
Like  to  a  lodge,  did  cover  and  o'erfhade. 
A  cieling  all  of  gold,  whofe  under  part 
Enamell'd  was,  was  o'er  the  fabrick  lay'd  ; 
And  of  white  marble  there  were  ftatues  eight, 
Whofe  left-hands,  of  this  cieling  held  the  weight.. 

80. 

The  Amalthean  horn,  in  the  right-hand, 
For  them  engraved  had  th'  ingenious  mafter, 
From  whence,  with  grateful  murmur,  did  defcend 
The  water  to  a  vafe  of  alabafler  : 
And,  to  the  femblance  of  fome  lady  grand, 
Had  form'J,  with  utmoft  art,  ev'ry  pilafter; 
Of  habit,  and  in  face,  each  diff'rent  was  ; 
But  all  alike  adorn'd  with  beauty's  grace. 

8i, 

On  foot,  each  of  thefe  ftatues  upright  ftood, 
On  two  fine  figures,  which  below  were  plac'd  ; 
Whofe  open  mouths  made  it  be  underftood, 
That  fong  and  harmony  was  to  their  tafte  ; 
And  th'  attitude,  which  they  were  plcc'd  in,  (hew'd, 
That  all  their  labour,  and  their  ftudy,  prais'd 
The  Ladies  fair,  they  on  their  fhoulders  had  ; 
W'ith  fo  much  life  each  figure  was  pour  tray 'd. 

82. 

Th'  inferior  images  did  each  retain 
A  label,  long  and  fpacious,  in  his  hand  ; 
Which,  with  encomiums  num'rous,  did  explain 
The  names  of  thofe,  who  rank'd  above  did  ftand  ; 
And  alfo,  at  fmall  diftance  render'd  plain 
Their  own,  in  marks  not  hard  to  underftand  : 
Rinaldo  view'd,  by  th'  many  flambeaus'  light, 
The  Ladies,  one  by  one,  and  ev'ry  knight. 
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83. 


infcriziotty  ctfa  gli  occbi  occorrey 
Con  lungo  onor  Lucrezia  Borgia  noma  j 
La  cui  bellezza,  ed  one  ft  a  preporre 
Deve  a  V  antic  A  la  fua  patria  noma. 
1  duo,  che  valuta  ha  fopra  ft  torre 
Tanto  eccellente,  ed  onoraia  fomay 
Noma  lo  fir  it  to,  Antonio  Tebaldeo, 
Ercole  Strozza  j  un  Lino,  ed  uno  Orfeo, 

84. 

Non  men  giocor.da  -ftatua,  ne  men  bella 
Si  vede  appreffo^  e  I*  fcrittura  dice  j 
Scco  la  figlia  a" Ercole,  Ifabellat 
Per  cui  Ferrara  ft  terra  felice 
Via  piit,  perche  in  lei  nata  fara  quella^ 
Che  tfaltro  ben^  che  profperx,  e  fautrice, 
E  benigna  Fortuna  dar  le  deve 
Volgendo  gli  anni  nel  fuo  corfo  lieve. 

85. 

I  duOj  che  moftran  difiofi  affstti, 
Che  la  gloria,  di  lei  fempre  rifuonc, 
Gian  Giacobi  ttgualmenie  erano  detti^ 
L'unoCalandra,  e  I'altro  Bardelone. 
Nel  terzOy  e  quarto  loco^  ove  per  flretti 
Pi-vij  Facqua  efce  fuor  del  padiglione^ 
Due  donne  fan,  che  patria,  ftirpe,  e  onore 
Hanno  di  par,  di  par  belt a ,  e  i-a'.ore. 

85. 

Elifabetta  funa,  e  Leonora 
Nominata  era  faltra  :  e  fia>  per  quanta 
Narrava  il  mar  mo  fcuho,  d'effe  ancora 
Si  gloria  fa  la  terra  di  Manto ; 
Che  di  rtrgfJtOj  che  tanto  ionora, 
Piu  che  di  qu*Jte  non  ft  dar  a  vanto. 
Avea  la  prima  a  pie  del  J aero  lembo 
Giacobo  Sadoletto,  e  Pietro  Bembo. 

87. 

Uno  elegante  Cajliglione,  e  un  culto 
Muzio  Arelio^  de  /'altra  eran  fo^egni. 
Di  quefti  nomi  il  bel  marmo  era  frulto, 
Ignoti  allora^  or  si  famofa  e  degn't. 
Veggon  pot  quef/a,  a  cut  dal  cielo  indnlto 
Tanta  virtu  fara,  quanta  ne  regni^ 
O  mat  regnata  in  alcun  tempo  ft  a, 
Verjata  da  Fortune,  or  buona,  or  ria 

88. 

Lo  fcritto  d'oro  ejjer  cofici  dicbiara. 
Lucrezia  BeiUii-og!ia>  e  fra  le  lode 
Pone  di  Iei3  eke' I  Duca  di  Ferrara 
D'ejferte  padre  f:  rallcgra,  e  gode. 
Di  cofiei  cant  a  con  foai'e,  e  chiara 
Vocc  unCamil,  che' I  Reno,  e  Felfina  odt 
Con  tanta  attenzion^  tanto  fiupore, 
Con  quanta  A?ifrifo  udi  gia  il  fuo  pa/ars. 


The  firfl  infcription  to  the  eyefight  fhown, 

Lucretia  Borgia  names,  with  honours  great, 

Whofe  beauty,  virtue,  Rome  fhould  antepone 

To  her,  fhe  once  fo  much  did  celebrate : 

Thofe,  on  their  backs,  who  feem  with  joy  to  ow» 

So  excellent  and  honourable  weight, 

Hercules  Strozza,  Anthony  Theobald 

Were  grav'd,  who  may  be  Orpheus,  Linus  call*d. 

84. 

Statue,  that  no  lefs  pleafmg  is  than  fair, 

Is  feen  the  next,  and  by  the  writing's  faid, 

Hercules'  daughter,  Ifabel  is  here, 

By  whom  Ferrara  happy  fhall  be  made  ; 

More,  that  this  lady  fhall  be  born  in  her, 

Than  from  aught  elfe,  which,  with  fuccefsful  aid, 

Fortune  benignant  fhall  on  her  beftow, 

While  the  years  rolling  their  fwift  period  go. 

85. 

The  two,  by  whom,  that  may  of  her  the  fame 
Ever  refound,  fo  much  defire  is  fhown, 
Equally  bear  of  John  and  James  the  name, 
The  one  Calandra,  t'  other  Bardelone.         [ftream, 
I'  th*  third  and  fourth  place,  whence  goes  out  the 
By  narrow  pafs,  thro'  the  pavilion, 
Two  ladies  are,  who  birth,  race,  honour  have 
In  like  degree,  beauteous  alike  and  brave  : 

86. 

Elizabeth  one,  t'  other  Leonore 
Is  named,  and,  as  does  the  marble  fay 
Engraved  there,  thro'  them  fhall  be  once  more 
So  glorious  the  town  of  Mantua  ; 
Of  Virgil,  whom  it  did  fo  high  adore 
More,  than  of  them  it  fha'n't  its  boaft  difplay : 
The  firfl  had  at  her  facred  veflment's  feet 
Carv'd  Peter  Bembo,  and  James  Sadolet. 

87. 

A  well-turn'd  CafHglion,  a  polifhed 
Mutius  Aurelius,  th'  other  does  fuftain, 
With  thefe  names  was  the  marble  fculptured, 
Who,  then  unknown,  now  fuch  high  worth  maintain. 
Then  they  fee  her,  by  heav'n  fo  favoured 
Will  be,  with  merit  much  as  e'er  did  reign, 
Or  ever  fhall  reign  in  futurity; 
Now  by  good  fortune  mov'd,  now  by  adverlity. 

88. 

The  golden  fcript  does  her  to  be  declare 
Lucretia  Bentivoglia,  and  there's  fhown, 
'Mongft  other  pruife,  that  the  Duke  of  Ferrar* 
Exults,  rejoices,  her  his  child  to  own  : 
Of  her  fmgs  with  a  voice  fo  fweet  and  clear 
Camillo,  leifer  Rhine  hears  and  Bologne. 
With  fuch  attention  vaft,  iuch  vaft  furprize, 
As  once  it's  fhepherd  heard  Theffalian  Amphryfe. 

S9. 
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Ed  un-,  per  cut  la  terra,  ove  FJfauro 
Le  fie  dolci  accrue  infala  in  maggior  vafe, 
Nominata  fara  da  Tlndo  al  Maurot 
E  da  rAifflrine  a  riper  bar  ee  cafe, 
Via  piu>  cbe  per  pefare  i!  Rom  *no  auro, 
D:  ch?  perpetito  name  le  rirn.if?  ; 
Guido  PoflumOy  a  cui  doppia  corona 
Pallade  <juinci,  e  ynindi  Febo  dona. 

90. 

L'ahra*  eke  fegue  in  or  dine,  e  Di.ina. 
Nan  guardar^  dice  il  marmo  fcritro,  ch'eUa 
»N'/.J  a't?ra  in  vifla^  che  net  core  umana 
Non  fara  pero  men-,  ch'in  vifo  bella. 
Il  dotto  Ce!:o  Calcagnin  lontana 
Fara  la  gloria-,  fl  be/  name  di  efuel'a 
Nel  Regno  di  Momfe,  in  que'  di  Giuba, 
In  India-,  e  Spagna  udir  con  chiara  tuba  : 

91- 

Ed  tin  Marco  Cavallo,  che  tal  jonte 
Fara  di  pozfia  nafcer  d'Ancona-) 
^ial  fe  il  Ca'jalln  a'ato  ufc;r  d°l  mtnte^ 
Non  Jo,  fe  di  Parnafo,  o  d'Elicona. 
Beatrix  e  a^prejfo  a  quella  alz.a  la  frontet 
Di  cut  io  JcrittO  fuo  cos;  ragiojia  \ 
'Beatrice  bea  vivendo  il  fuo  covfirte, 
E  Io  /ajt-ia  infelice  a  la  fua  morte  j 

92. 

Anzi  tvtta  Fltalia,  cbe  con  lei 
Fia  trioaj.T'ite,  e  fenza  lei  captiva. 
Un  SJgnor  di  Corre^gu  di  cojtei 
Csn  alto  fit  I  part  che  tantando  firii-a  ; 
E  TtmcteOj  Nnor  de'  Etr.dedei  : 
Ambi  far  an  tra  tuna-)  e  Taltra  rit-a 
Fsrmare  al  fuov  de  lor  foa-jt  p'ettri 
II  fiu?ne,  ove  fudar  gli  antic  hi  elcttri. 

93- 

Tra  y&Jto  loco-t  e  qnel  de  la  eolonna, 
(.'he  fu  Jcolpita  in  Borgia^  com't  dttto 
Vormaij  in  alabaft'O  Una  gran  donna 
Era,  d;  .'anto^  e  ii  jub.iwe  afpetto^ 
Che  fit  to  puro  ve'o  in  nera  gonna 
Senza  oro,  e  gemme  in  un  veft>re  fchittto 
Tra  le  p;u  adoYne  nan  parea  Men  beilaj 
Che  fa  tra  I'altre  la  Ciprigna  Jtel/a. 

94- 

Now  Ji  potea  ben  contemplando  ffo 
Conojcer^  fe  piu  grazia,  o  piu  beltade^ 
O  maggior  tnaefta  fojfe  n.l  I'tfo  ; 
O  piu  indszio  d  JKgegxo,  o  d'oneftade. 
Chi  -vorra  di  coflei}  dice  a  fincifo 
MarrnQ)  pa-  lar>  quarto  parlar  naccade^ 
Ben  torra  impreja  p:u  d1  ogn  altra  degna  , 
Ma  non  pera}  ck'a  fin  mat  fe 


T'  other,  thro'  whom  the  land,  where  in  the  fea 
Th'  Ifaurus  rolling,  bitters  his  fweet  ftream, 
Shall  be,  from  Ind'  to  Mauritania, 
From  fouth  to  northern  pole  renown'd  in  fame, 
More  than  that  it  the  Roman  gold  did  weigh, 
Whence  it  acquired  has  perpetual  name, 
Is  Guido  Poflhumus,  whom  double  crown 
Here  Pallas,  and  there  Phcebus  caufe  to  own. 

90. 

The  next,  that  follows,  Dian's  name  does  bear  : 
Have  no  regard,  th'  infcribed  marble  fays, 
She's  of  fuch  lofty  look,  for  (he  does  fhare 
A  heart  no  lefs  humane,  than  fair  her  face  : 
Learn'd  Celio  Cakagnino  fhall  declare 
Her  glory,  and  of  her  th'  immortal  praife 
Send  with  clear  trump  to  the  Monefe  domain, 
To  Juba's  realms,  to  India,  and  to  Spain. 

91. 

And  a  Marco  Cavallo,  who  fuch  font 

Shall  caufe  of  poefy  fpring  from  Ancone, 

As  caus'd  the  winged  fleed  fpring  from  the  mount  j 

I  know  not  if  Parnafs  or  Helicon. 

Beatrice  the  next  to  this  exalts  her  front, 

Of  whom  this  way  defcribes  the  written  ftone  : 

Beatrice,  when  living,  made  her  confort  bleft ; 

And,  dying,  left  him  with  mifhaps  oppreft  : 

92. 

Rather  all  It'ly  ;  for,  with  her,  /he'll  be 
Triumphant,  without  her  in  ftate  forlore  : 
A  Lord  of  the  Correggian  feigniory 
Of  her  feems  writing  with  poetic  pow'r  ; 
Timotheus  too,  honour  o'  th'  Bendedei : 
They  both  fliall  make,  'twixt  one  and  t'  other  fhore 
Stop,  at  the  found  of  their  harmonious  lyre, 
The  ftream,  whofe  trees  did  amber  once  perfpire. 

93- 

'Twixt  this  place  and  the  column  where's  imprefs'd, 
In  fculpture,  Borgia's  form,  as  I  have  told, 
In  alabailer  lofty  dame's  exprefsrd, 
Of  fuch  high  mien,  fo  glorious  to  behold  ; 
That,  beneath  fimple  veil  in  fable  veft, 
In  habit  decent,  without  gems  or  gold, 
She,  'midft  the  moft  adorn'd,  feems  not  lefs  fair, 
Than  'midfl  the  others  does  the  Cyprian  ftar. 

94. 

None  could,  tho'  he  with  fix'd  attention  look, 
If  there's  of  beauty  more,  more  grace,  defcry, 
Or  more  of  majefly  her  air  bc-fpoke, 
Or  token  more  of  wit  or  chaftity  : 
Who  would  of  her,  th'  engraved  marble  fpoke, 
Say,  what  of  her  to  fay  would  on  him  lie, 
Would,  than  all  others,  take  more  bold  emprize  ; 
But  ne'er  could,  to  what's  fuitable,  arife. 

95 
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Dolce  qtiantimque,  e  pien  di  gratia  tanto 
Faffs  il  fuo  bello^  e  ben  formato  Jl'£vot 
Parea  fdegnarfi,  che  con  umil  canto 
Ardiffs  ki  ledar  st  rozzo  ingegno, 
Com  era  quel^  che  fol  fenz  altri  a  canto> 
Non  fo  per  c  be,  le  fu  fat  to  foftegno. 
Di  tutto'l  refto  erano  i  noml  fculti: 
Sol  quejli  duo  Fartefice  avea  occulti. 

96. 

•Fanno  le  flattie  in  mezzo  vn  luogo  tondo, 
Che'lpavimento  afciutto  ha  di  coralloj 
Di  freddo  foaviflwo  giocondo, 
Che  rendea  il  puro,  e  liyuido  criflallo  ; 
Che  difuor  cade  in  un  canal  fecondo, 
Che*  I  prat  o  verde,  azurro,  bianco,  e  giallo 
Rigando  fcorre  per  vari  rufceHi, 
.Grato  a.  le  morbide  erbe,  e  a  gli  arlufcelli. 

97- 

•Colcortefe  Ofte  ragionando  ftava 
Il  Paladhw  a  menfa  ;  e  fpejjb  fp 
Senza  piit  differ  ir.t  gliricordava, 
Che  gli  atteneffe,  quanto  avea  promcjjo  ; 
E  ador  ador  mirandolo,  oj/ervava, 
•Ctfavea  di  grands  a-ffanno  il  core  opprejfo  j 
••Che  non  pub  flar  momettto^  che  n:n  abbi* 
Un  cocente  fofpiro  in  su  le  labbia. 

98. 

Speffb  la  voce -dal  difio  cacciata 
Viene  a  Rinaldo  fin  preffb  a  la  bocca 
Per  domandarlo;  e  quiiti  raffrenata 
Da  cortefe  modeftia,  fuor  non  fcocca. 
Ora  effcndo  la  cena  terwhtata, 
Ecco  un  dffuzello,  a  (hi  Fufficio  tocea> 
Pan  su  la  menfa  unbel  nappo  d'or  fino^ 
Di  fuor  di  gemmet  e  dentro  pien  di  viuo. 

99- 

I/  Signer  de  la  cafa  allora  afyuanto 
SorridendO)  a  Rinaldo  leva  il  v>Jo : 
Ma  chi  ben  lo  notava^  piit  di  pianto 
Farea,  ch"1  avejje  veglia^  chedirifo. 
Dijje:  Ora  <H  quel,  che  miricordi  tanto, 
Che  tempo  fa  di  fodisfar^  me  awijo ; 
Moftrartt  un  paragon,  ch1  ejjer  de'  grata 
Di  vedere  a.  ciafeun,  c'ha  moglie  a  lato. 

100. 

Ciafcun  marito  a  mio  giudicio  dsve 
SetKpre  jpiar,  fe  la  Jua  donna  fama; 
Safer  s'onore,  b.biafmo  ne  ricei'e-t 
Se  per  lei  bejlia,  o  fe  pur*  uom  fi  chiama. 
L'hicarco  de  If  corna  e  lo  pin  Heve, 
Ch'al  mondo  Jta>  fe  ben  fuom  tanto  infama. 
Lo  vede  quafi  tutta  l"altra  gente ; 
£  chi  I' ha  hi  capo,  mai  non  fe  lo  fe»te. 


95- 

Altho'  fo  fweet,  altho'  fo  full  of  grace, 
Was  her  well-executed  ftatue  fair, 
She  feemingly  difdain'd,  with  humble  lays, 
To  fing  her  praifes  fuch  rude  wit  fliould  dare, 
As  his,  \vho,  as  none  at  his  fide  there  was, 
Why,  I  know  not,  alone  her  weight  did  bear  : 
All  th'  other  names  engrav'd  were  on  each  ilone, 
Th'  artificer  thefe  two  conceal'd  alone. 

96. 

The  ftatues  made,  amidil  a  platform  round, 
"With  pavement  dry,  compos 'd  of  coral  bright, 
The  coolnefs  Tweet  and  pleafant  to  abound, 
And  a  pure  liquid  chryftal  to  delight ; 
Which  to  a  rich  canal  it's  paflage  found, 
Where,  the  meads  painted,  green,  blue,  yellow,  whi'e, 
Wat'ring,  it  did  by  various  riv'lets  pafs, 
To  the  fhrubs  grateful,  and  the  tender  grafs. 

97. 

The  knight  fate,  with  his  entertainer  "kind, 
In  converfe  at  the  board,  and  ever  frill, 
Without  deferring  more,  puts  him  in  mind, 
To  him  belong'd  his  promife  to  fulfil. 
And  carting  oft  his  eyes  on  him,  did  find, 
That  his  heart  was  opprefs'd  with  fome  great  ill; 
For  not  a  moment  pafs'd,  but  forth  did  go, 
From  out  his  lips,  a  burning  figh  of  woe. 

98. 

Often  his  voice,  by  great  defire  prefs'd  on, 
Unto  Rinaldo's  lips  came  even  nigh, 
To  afk  of  this  the  caufe,  but  there  ty'd  down 
By  courteous  modefty,  forth  did  not  fly. 
Now,  their  repaft  of  fupper  being  done, 
There  comes  a  youth,  on  whom  that  talk  did  lie, 
Sets  on  the  board  a  cup,  of  gold  moft  fine, 
•Of  gems  the  outfide,  infide  full  of  wine. 

99- 

The  mafter  of  the  houfe,  a  little  (hown 
Now  of  a  fmile,  rais'd  to  Rinald  his  eye  ; 
But  who  had  well  remark'd  him,  more  to  moan 
•His  \vill  he  had,  than  laughter  would  defcry. 
To  that  now,  fays  he,  your  mind's  fet  upon, 
It  feems  fit  time  I  you  fhould  fatisfy ; 
Show  you  a  proof,  whence  muft  be  gratify'd 
'Each  one  to  fee,  who  is  in  wedlock  ty'd. 

100. 

-In  my  opinion,  ev'ry  hufband's  bound 
Ever  to  fearch,  if  his  wife  him  eileem ; 
Know,  if,  from  her,  honour  or  fhame  redound, 
Thro'  her,  of  beaft  or  man  he  bear  the  name  : 
The  load  of  horns  is  much  the  Kghteft  found 
I'  th'  world,  tho'  man  it  does  fo  much  defame, 
Almoft  by  others  all  it  is  furvey'd, 
And  he  ne'er  feels,  who  wears  it  on  his  head. 

10 1." 
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1 01. 

Se  tu  fai,  che  fedel  la  moglie  fia, 
tJai  piu  eTamarla,  e  cfonorar  ragione ,' 
Che  non  ha  quel^  che  la  conofce  ria, 

0  quel,  che  ne  fla  in  dubbio,  e  in  pajfionti 
Di  molte  n'banno  a  torto  gelofia 

1  lor  mariti,  che  fan  cafle  e  buone. 
Molti  di  molte  anco  ficuri  flanno, 
Che  c»n  le  corna  in  capo  fe  ne  vanno. 

102. 

Se  t'uoi  faper,  fe  la  tua  fa  pudica, 
Come  io  credo,  che  credi,  e  creder  de'r^ 
Ch'  altrarnente  far  credere  e  fatica, 
Se  chiaro  gia  per  prova  non  ne  fei  ; 
Tu  per  te  fleffo^  jenza  ch'  altri  il  dica^ 
Te  n'awedrair  iin  quefto  va/o  bei; 
Che  pef  altra  cagion  non  e  <jut  mejjo, 
Che  per  moftrarti,  quanta  to  tho  promeffb. 

105. 

Se  bei  con  queflo,  vedfai  grande  effcito  j 
Che  fe  porti  il  cimier  di  cornovaglia, 
11  vin  tifpargerai  tutto  u?l  petto, 
Ne  gocciola  fara^  ch"in  bocca  faglia  : 
Ma  s'hai  moglie  fedel^  tu  berrai  netto-. 
Or  di  veder  tua  forte  ti  travaglia-. 
Cos^  dicendo  per  mirar  tien  gli  oechi, 
C&  in  feno  il  vin  Rinaldo  /  trabocchi. 

104. 

Quaf  Rinaldo  di  cercar  fuafo 
Quel.,  che  pot  ritrovar  non  vorria  forfe, 
Me-ffa  la  ma  no  innanzi,  e  prefo  il  vafot 
Fu  prejjb  di  voter*  in  pr ova  porfe: 
Poi,  quanta  fofle  perigliofo  il  cajo 
Jl  porvi  i  labri^  col  penfier  difcorfe. 
Ma  lafciate-t  Signor,  che  io  mi  ripofe  i 
PQI  diro  quelj  che'l  Paladin  rifpofe. 


101. 

That  your  wife's  true,  if  you  're  in  certainty, 
You  have  more  reafon,  her  to  love  and  prize, 
Than  he,  who  knows  his  confort's  treachery, 
Or  he,  who  lives  in  doubt,  anxieties ; 
Their  hufbands  oft  are  jealous  wrongfully 
Of  many,  tho'  they  are  both  chafle  and  wife  : 
Many  of  many  alfo  are  fecure, 
Who  the  brow-antlers  on  their  heads  endure. 

102. 

If  yon  would  know  if  chafle  your  wife  remain,. 
As  I  fuppofe  you  think,  and  mould  believe, 
To  make  you  other  think  were  labour  vain, 
Unlefs  you  're  certain  made,  by  proof,  I  give-; 
You,  by  yourfelf,.  no  other  need  explain, 
If  in  this  vafe  you  drink,  mail  it  perceive  ; 
Which,  for  no  other  caufe,  is  here  fet  down, 
Than  that,  what  you  I  promis'd,  may  be  ihown, 

103. 

The  vafl  effect:,  here  drinking,  will  be  feen  : 
If  the  brow-antlers,  for  your  ereft,  you  wear, 
The  wine  all  o'er  your  breaft  mall  fprinkle  in  ; 
Not  one  fmall  drop  (hall  to  your  mouth  repair  j 
But  if  your  wife  be  chafle,  you  mall  drink  clean. 
Now  go  to  work  and  fee,  what  lot  you  mare. 
So  fpeaking,  fix'd  his  eyes,  obferving  well, 
If  in  Rinaldo's  breafl  the  wine  now  fell. 

104. 

Rinald  to  feek  almofl  perfuaded  was, 
That,  which  to  find  perhaps  would  not  content. 
His  hand  held  forward,  and  receiv'd  the  vafe, 
Jufl  ready  now  to  try  th'  experiment  : 
After,  how  perilous  might  be  the  cafe, 
To  put  it  to  his  lips,  his  thoughts  did  vent ; 
But,  Sir,  permit  me  now  myfelf  to  reft ; 
After,  I'll  tell  the  anfwer,  he  exprefl. 


W. 


CANTO    XLIII. 


j . 

AJ  Efecrabile  avarizja,  O  ingprda 
^"     Fame  d'avere,  io  non  mi  maravigliot 
Chy  ad  alma  vile.,  e  d'altre  macckie  lor  da 
Si  facilmente  dar  poffi.  di  pigHo, 
Ma  che  meni  legato  in  una  corda^ 
E  che  tu  impiaghi  del  medefmo  artiglio 
Jllcun,  che  per  altezza  era  d'ingegno^ 
Se  te  fchivar  potea^  d'ogni  onor  degno* 
VOL.  II. 


f\  Execrable  avarice  !  of  gain 
^-^    Thou  glutton  appetite !  I  wonder  not;. 
An  abject  foul,  whom  fpots  of  meannefs  flain, 
Into  thy  pow'r  fo  eafily  is  got ; 
But  that  thou  leaded  pris'ner  in  thy  chain, 
And  wounded  by  thy  felf-fame  claws  is  caught 
One,  that  would  be  in  loftinefs  of  wit 
Worthy  of  ev'ry  honour,  could  he  theabut  flight. 
Uu 
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A'wn  la  ferrt,  el  ware,  eV  del  tnifura, 
E  render  fa  tutte  le  caitje  a  pieno 
Ifogni  opra,  d^fr*'1  effctto  di  natura, 
E  pagsia  "j  '/•>'«  D'°  T'lvwd*  'tn  feno  '•> 
E  von  pttb  aver  piu  ferma,  e  maggior  cur  a, 
Morfo  da  I  tun  mart  if  era  velsfto, 
Ck'itnir  leforo;  e  yuejlo  fol  gli  f  nine, 
•E  ponvi  ogiti  faiute,  ogni  fua  fpeme. 

Rofftpe  efertiti  alcutio,  e  ne  le  porte 
Si  vedc  entrar  di  beUicofe  terre  ; 
Ed  ejfer  primo  £  porre  il  petto  forte, 
Ultimo  a  trarre,  in  perigliofe  guerre  j 
E  non  pub  riparar,  che  jino  a  m&rie 
Tu  nel  tuo  cieco  career  e  not  ferre. 
Altri  d'altre  arti,  e  cTaltri  ftudi  ir/dujtrr, 
.Ofcuri  fat;  che  far i an  chiari,  e  illujlri. 

4. 

Che  aalcune  dirb  belle,  e  gran  donne, 
.Ch\a  belle&za,  a  virtu  &  fidi  amantit 
A.  lunga  fervitv,  pit*  che  colonne 
Jo  veggo  dare,  imwobili,  e  coftanti  ? 
Veggo  venir  poi  Favarizia  ^  e  ponnc 
Far  ft,  che  par,  che  fubito  le  incanti. 
In  un  di,fenz'  amor,  chi  fa  che' I  creda  ?     [preda. 
A  un  vecchio,  a  un  brutto,  a  un  mojtro  le  4a  in, 

5- 

No»  e  Jenza  cagton^  iio  me  ne  doglio : 
Jfitendami  chi  pub,  che  in  intend' io. 
Ne  pero  di  propo/ito  mi  toglio, 
Ne  la  materia  delmio  canto  obblio. 
Ma  non  piu.a  a[Hel-,  cho  detto,  adattar  vog/h, 
Ch'a  quel,  ch'io  v'ho  da  dire,  il  parlar  mi*. 
Ma  tornianto  a  contar  del  Paladino, 
Ch1  ad  ajfaggiare  jl  vafo  fit  wino. 

6 

Jo  iji  dice  a,  ch'  alyuanto  penfar  voile 
Frima,  ch'a  i  labri  il  vafo  f'appre/ajffii 
Tensbi  epoidiffe:  Ben  farebbe  folle 
•Chi  ^ue/j  che  won  vorria  trovar,  cercaffe. 
Mia  donna  e  donna,  ed  ognl  donna  e  molle  : 
Lafciamjlar  mi  a  credenza,  come  ftaffe. 
Sin  qut  m'ha  il  creder  mio  giovatOy  e  giova* 
Che  pojf:  io  migliorar  per  fame  prova  ? 

Potria  poco  giovare,  e  nuocer  molto; 
Che  I  tvntar  tjualche  volta  Dio  difdegna. 
Non  fo,  fin  yuefto  io  mi  fia  faggio,  b  flolto  j 
Ma  non  vo  piu  faper,  che  mi  cowvegna. 
Or  quefto  vin  dinanzi  mi  fia  tolto, 
Sete  non  nho,  ne  vo'  che  me  ne  vegna  .j 
Che  tal  certezza  ha  Dio  piu  proibitat 
Ch'a  I  primo  padre  I*  arbor  de  let  vita. 


2. 

One,  earth,  and  fea,  and  heaven,  meafures  o'er ; 

And  to  explain  all  caufes  fully  knows 

>Of  nature's  works,  all  the  effects  explore, 

Exalted  fo,  God's  fecrets  to  difclofe  ; 

Yet  he  enervated,  devoid  of  pow'r, 

Bit  by  thy  deadly  poifon,  fudden  grows; 

Alone  intent  his  riches  to  heap  up, 

In  this  puts  all  his  comfort,  all  his  hope. 

Another,  armies  breaks,  and  bravely  goes 

Of  warlike  city  thro'  the  hoflile  gate  : 

The  firft,  his  valiant  bofom  to  oppofe ; 

The  lair,  from  dang'rous  battle  to  retreat: 

Yet  him  in  your  dark  dungeon  you  enclofe  ; 

Nor  can  he,  till  his  death,  his  freedom  get. 

Others,  induftrious  in  fludies  rare, 

And  arts,  you  darken,  who  would  bright  appear. 

4- 

Why  fpeak  I  of  each  fine  and  lofty  dame, 
Whofe  beauty,  virtue,  towards  them  they  lov'd, 
In  conftant  faith,  fix'd  as  a  column's  frame, 
I've  feen  remain  fo  iredfaft,  and  unmov'd  : 
But  afterwards  I've  feen,  that  av'rice  came 
Potent  to  aft  ;  they  as  .enchanted  prov'd, 
Devoid  of  love,  who  'd  think  it?  in  one  day 
To  fome  old  ugly  monfter  yield  themfelves  a  prey, 

5- 

Tis  not  without  occafion  that  I  grieve  ; 
My  meaning  take,  who  can  !  to  me  'tis  known  : 
Never  thetefs  my  fubjeft  I'll  not  leave, 
Nor  matter  of  my  prefent  fong  poftpone  ; 
Nor  to  what's  faid  mor.e  application  give, 
But  what  my  fpeech  is  now  to  go  upon. 
Now  of  the  Paladin  to  tell,  let's  pafs, 
Who  was  fo  near  to  tafting  of  the  vafe. 

6. 

•I  told  you,  he  fome  time  to  think  did  ftay, 
Ere  to  the  veflel  he  his  lips  inclin'd  ; 
He  thought,  then,  'Twould  be  very  weak,  did  fay, 
'To  fearch  for  that,  which  by  no  means  I'd  find ; 
My  wife  is  woman :  woman's  foft  and  gay  ; 
•Stand  as  it  does  the  credence  of  my  mind  : 
My  faith  as  yet  has  pleas'd,  ftill  pleafes  me  ; 
How,  by  experiment,  then,  fliall  I  better 'd  be  ? 

Little  of  good,  much  it  may  bring  of  woe, 
'That  which  by  heav'n's  forbidden  to  explore  ; 
Should  I  be  wife  or  weak  herein,  don't  know ; 
But,  than  what.fuits  me,  Twill  not  know  more  t 
Let  then  the  wine  be  taken  from  me  now; 
Thirfty  I'm  not ;  me  it  fha'n't  .come  before  : 
Cod  has  prohibited  this  certainty, 
More  than  to  our  firft  father  the  forbidden  tree. 


9. 
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8. 

Che,  come  Adam,  poi  the  guftb  del  porno, 
Che  Dio  con  prof  ria  bocca  gl' inter dijfe. 
Da  la  letizia  al  pianto  fece  un  torn?, 
Onde  in  miferia  poi  fempre  s'affliffe  ; 
Cost,  fe  de  la  moglie  ftta  vaol  Cuomo 
Tutto  faper,  quanta  ella  fece,  e  difle, 
Cade  da  Fallegrezz-e  in  pianti,  e  i?i  guai, 
Qnde  non  pub  piu  rilevarfi  mat. 

9- 

Cost  dicendo  il  bvon  "Rinaldo,  f  infanta 
Rejpingeaa'o  da  fe  I'odiatv  vafi, 
Vide  ab  bandar  e  un  gran  rivo  di  pianto 
Da  gli  occbi  del  Signer  di  (fueUe  cafe : 
Che  dijfe,  poi  che  r-acchetojji  alquanto  j 
Sia  maladetto  chi  mi  perfuafe, 
Ch'io  facejjt  la  prova,  oime,  di  forte, 
Ghe  mi  leva  la  dolce  mia  con  forte. 

10. 

Per  che  non  ticonobbi  gia  died  anni, 
$i,  ch'io  mi  fojjtconfgliato  teco  ? 
frima  che  cominciajjero  gli  affanni, 
E'l  lungo  pianto,  onde  io  fsn  quajl  ciecOi 
Ma  voy  levarti  da  la  fcena  i  panni, 
Che't  mio  mal  vegghi,  e  te  ne  doglia  meed  ; 
E  ti  dirb  il  principio,  e  fargomento- 
Del  mio  non  comparabile  tormento. 

II. 

Qua  fu  lafciafli  una  citta  vicina, 
A  cut  fa  intorno  un  chiaro  fume  laco, 
Che  poi  ft  flende,  e  in  quefto  Po  declintt^ 
E  Forigine  fua  "jien  di  Eenaco. 
fu  fatta  la  citta^  qvando  a  ruina 
Le  murff.  andar  de  I'Agenoreo  draco. 
<j>uivi  naccpi  to  di  ftirpe  ajjai  gentile, 
Ma  in  paver  tet to,  e  in  facoltade  umife. 

12, 

Se  "For  tuna  di  me  non  ebbe  cur  a 

St^  che  mi  dejfe  al  nafcer  mio  ricchezza, 

.41  difetto  di  lei  fupplz  naturae 

Che  fopra  ogni  mio  ugual  mi  die  bclkzza< 

Dcnne,  e  donzelle  gia  di  mia  fgura 

Jlrder  piu  efuna  vidi  in  giovanezza-y 

Ch'io  ci  feppi  accoppiar  cortejt  modi  j 

Betteke  ftia  mal,  che  fuom  fe  jteflb  lodi. 

13. 

De  la  noftra  cittade  era  un  UOTH  faggio. 
Di  tutte  Parti,  o'.tre  ogni  creder,  dot  to  ; 
Che  quando  chiuje  gli  otchi  al  Febeo  raggit, 
Contava  gli  anni  fuoi  cento,  e  vent' otto. 
Vijfe  tutfa  fua  eta  folo,  e  fehaggio, 
Se  non  Peftrema,  che  da  Amor  condatto 
Con  premio  ottenne  una  matrona 
£  nebbe  di  nafao/o  tma  zjttella. 


For  foon  as  Adam  did  the  apple  tafle, 
Which  God  prohibited  by  his  own  word, 
From  chearfulnefs  to  grief  he  was  debas'd, 
Whence  after  ftill  he  mifery  endur'd  : 
So  when  the  huiband  by  defire  is  prefs'd, 
Of  his  wife's  deeds  or  words  to  be  aflur'd. 
He  falls  from  gaiety  to  figh  and  grieve, 
From  whence  he  never  can  himfelf  relieve. 

9' 

Thus  having  fpoke,  the  fage  Rinaldo  now 
From  him  the  hateful  cup  puts  fcornfully  ; 
Of  tears  a  river  then  was  feen  to  flow 
From  the  fad  mafter  of  this  dwelling's  eye  ; 
Who  fpoke,  when  he  did  fomewhat  calmer  grow : 
Curft  be  the  fhe,  I  was  perfuaded  by,- 
To  have  my  lot  fo  fatally  be  try'd, 
Which  forc'd  my  fweeteft  confort  from  my  fide.. 

10. 

Why  did  I  not  know  you  ten  years  ago? 
That  I  might  haply  then  with  you  advife; 
Ere  the  commencement  of  my  deadly  woe, 
And  wailing,  whence  I've  almoft  loft  my  eyes  : 
The  curtain  drawn,  to  you  the  fcene  I'll  (how, 
That  you  my  ill  may  fee,  and  fympathize : 
And  from  the  firft,  my  ftory  I'll  declare, 
The  fubjedt  of  my  pain  beyond  compare, 

ii. 

Below  this  fpot  you  pafs'd  a  city,  where 
Around  a  ftream  tranfparent  forms  a  Like, 
Itfelf  extending  to  the  Po  does  bear, 
Which  from  Benaco  does  it's  current  take  : 
Built  was  this  city,  when,  to  ruin  near, 
Agenor  dragon's  famous  walls  did  fhake  : 
There  was  I  born,  of  no  uncourteous  race, 
Tho'  low  their  circumftance,  and  poor  their  place* 

12. 

If  fortune  took  fo  little  care  of  me, 
A*s  at  my  birth  no  riches  to  beftow  ; 
Kind  nature  made  up  that  deficiency, 
And  beauty,  above  equal,  did  allow  : 
Of  wives  and  maidens  numbers  did  I  fee, 
In  love  did  for  my  youthful  perfon  glow, 
To  which  I  well  could  add  by  courteous  ways ; 
Tho'  it  but  ill  becomes  a  man,  himfelf  to  praiie. 

13. 

Within  our  city  liv'd  a  perfon  wife, 
In  learning  beyond  others  ftrangely  great ; 
Who,  when  from  Phoebus'  rays  he  clos'd  his  eyes, 
Reckon'd  his  years  an  hundred  twenty-eight : 
Lonely  he  pafs'd  his  life  in  favage  guife, 
Save  at  the  laft,  brought  into  am'rous  (late, 
He  did  by  premium  get  a  lady  fair, 
Who  to  him  fecretly  a  girl  did  bear. 

Uu  2  14. 
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E  per  vie  tar,  che  Jtmil  la  figliuofa 
jA  la  madrt  non  pa,  che  per  merccde 
Vende  fua  caflita,  The  t'alea  fola 
Piu,  che  quant'  oro  al  mondo  ft  pofjlede  j 
Ft(or  del  commerzio  popolar  linvola  j 
Ed  ovc  piu  folingo  il  luogo  vede, 
£uefto  ampio,  e  bel  palagio,  e  ricco  tanto 
Fece  fare  -a  demoni  per  jncanto. 

^4  vecchie  donne,  c  cajle  fe  nutrire 
I^a  figlta  qtet,  efiin  gran  belt  a  pot  venne  ; 
Ne,  che  poteffe  altr'  uom  veder,  ne  udire 
Pur  ragionare  in  quella  eta,  fo(lenne. 
E  perch'  ttvejfe  efempio  da  feguire, 
-Ggni  pudica  donna,  che  mai  tennt 
Contra  illecito  amor  chiufe  le  sbarre, 
Ci  fe  eFintaglio,  6  di  color  ritrarrt. 

Non  quelle  fol,  che  di  virtude  amiche 
Hanno  st  il  mondo  a  I  eta  prifca  adorno, 
Di  cut  la  f am  a.  per  le  iftorie  antic  he 
Non  e  per  veder  mai  I'ultimo  giorno  • 
Ma  nel  futuro  ancora  altre  piidiche, 
Che  far  an  bella  Italia,  a" '  ogri '  intorno, 
Ci  fe  ritrarre  in  kr  fattezze  conte, 
.Come  otto,  the  ne  *vedi  ~a  quefta  fonte. 

17- 

Pot  che  la  Jtgtia  al  vecchio  par  matura^ 
Si  che  ne  pojfa  I  uom  cogliere  i  frutti ; 

0  fojje  mia  difgrazia,  o  mia  ventura, 
Eletto  fin  degno  di  lei  fra  tutti. 

1  lati  campi  oltre  le  belle  wura, 

Non  meno  i  -pefcherecci,  che  gii  afciutti, 
Che  ci  fan  a"  ogn  intorno  a  venti  miglia, 
Mi  confegnv  per  dote  de  la  figlia. 

18. 

Ella  era  bella,  e  coflumata  tantc^ 
•Che  piu  dejiderar  non  Ji  potea. 
Di  bet  trapunti-,  e  di  ricami,  quanta 
Mai  ne  fapeffe  P.allade,  fa  pea. 
Vedila  andare,  odirtf  il  fuono  e'l  cantO} 
Cclefte-,  e  non  mortal  cofa  p area  j 
E  in  moeto  a  farti  liberali  attefe 
Che,  qttantG-il  padre,  o  poco  men,  jtintefi. 

19. 

Con  grande  ingegno,  e  non  minor  bellezza, 
Che  fatta  Pavria  amabil  fin'  a  i  fajji, 
Er#  giunto  un  amore,  una  dolcezza, 
Che  par, ,  ch'a  rimembrarne  il  cor  mi  pajji. 
Non  avea  piu  piacer,  ne  piu  vaghezza, 
Chs  Jeffer.mec.o,  ov  io  mi  flejjl,  b  andajjt. 
Senza  aver  lite  mai  ftemmo  gran  pezzo  : 
L\avemmo  pot  per  colpa  mia    ' 
J 


14. 


And  that  his  daughter  he  might  keep  fecure 
From  likenefs  of  her  mother,  who  for  gain 
Her  virtue  fold,  which  is  of  value  more 
Than  all  the  riches,  the  world  does  contain, 
From  ev'ry  fort  of  commerce  her  he  bore ; 
And  finding  out  this  folitary  plain, 
This  lofty  palace  here,  fo  rich  and  great, 
By  demon's  incantation  he  did  fabricate. 

J5- 

Of  aged  dames,  and  chafte,  into  the  care 
His  daughter  puts,  to  beauty  great  arriv'd; 
And  that  (he  no  one  man  fhould  fee,  or  hear, 
Much  lefs  converfe  with,  at  that  age,  contriv'd; 
And  that  flie  might  fperfue  examples  rare, 
Each  virgin,  who  in  chaftity  had  liv'd, 
To  keep  'gainft  lawlefs  love  a  fafe  barrier, 
Had  grav'd  in  print,  or  painting  colour'd,  'there. 

ioV 

Not  only  thofe,  who  virtue  did  admire, 
And  did  the  world  in  ancient  ages  grace, 
Of  whom  the  fame  in  hiitories  up  high'r 
Throughout  the  courfe  of  time  mail  never  ceafe; 
-But  thofe  hereafter  free  from  loofc  defire, 
Who  fhould  aroinid  adorn  th'  Italian  race, 
He  here  had  drawn,  in  likell  imag'ry, 
Jufl  as  thefe  eight  you  at  this  fountain  fee. 

I/- 

-Soon  as  he  faw  his  daughter  at  the  ftate 
Mature  for  the.appointment.of  a  fpoufe, 
Whether  by  evil  k?t,  or  lucky  fate, 
1  was,  above  all  others  worthy,  chofe  : 
His  fpacious  plains,  befides  his  buildings  great, 
As  well  each  fifhery,  as  upland  clofe, 
Which  twenty  miles  extend  this  country  o'er, 
,He  gave  me,  with  .his  daughter,  for  her  dow'r. 

18. 

-She  was  fo  fair,  in  manners  fo  compleat, 
Impoffible  for  me  more  to  defire ; 
In  needle-work,  embroidery,  fo  neat, 
Not  Pallas'  fell"  in -knowledge  could  go  high'rt 
Her  motion  fee,  or  hear  her  voice  fo  fweet, 
She  feems  not  mortal,  but  o'  th'  hjeav'nly  choir  i 
The  lib'ral  arts  attain'd  fhe  in  fuch  mode, 
"That  little  lefs  fhe,  than  her  father,  .underftood. 

19. 

With  fo  great  beauty,  wit  no  lefs  refin'd, 
That  to  a  rock  fhe  amiable  might  be  ; 
•Such  fweetnefs,  ,and  fuch  tender  love,  was  join'd  j 
My  heart  feems  tortur'd  \yith  the  memory  ! 
Her  pleafure  and  delight  to  nought  inclin'd, 
But,  where  I  ftay'd  or  went,  to  be  with  me  ; 
Without  .contention  we  long  time  reinam'd, 
But,  by  my  error,  had  it  in  the. end. 


Canto  43  < 


ORLANDO    FUR  I  O  S  0. 


333 


20. 


20. 


Morto  il  fuocero  ntio  dopo  cinque  a»nit 
Ch'io  fottopof  il  col/o  al  giogal  nodo> 
NOM  ffero  mdlto  a  cominciar  gli  affanni, 
Ch'io  fento  ancora^  e  ti  dirt,  in  eke  modo. 
Mentre  mi  richiudea  tut  to  co  i  vanni 
Uamor  di  quefta  mia^  the  si  ti  lodo, 
"Una  femmina  nobil  del  paefe, 
Quanta  accender  f  pxo,  di  we  Saccefe. 

21. 

iBlla  fapea  d*incavti,  e  di  ntalie 
£%uel,  eh*  faper  ne  poffa  alcuna  maga. 
Rendea  la  notte  chiara?  ofcuro  il  d'e-, 
Fermava  il  So/,  facea  la  terra  vaga  : 
Non  potea  trar  perb  le  *voglie  M:C, 
Che  le  fantffin.l'amoroj'a  piaga. 
Col  rinedtO)  che  -dar  non  le  potria 
Senza  alt  a  atgiuri*  de  la  donna  mia. 

22. 

'Non  perche  foffe  affai  gentile^  e  be1Iay 
',Ne  perche  fapeff'  i'J->  the  **  MI  amaffi, 
'Ne  per  gran  don,  Tie  per  prowpffe^  eV  e'la 
Mi  feffe  inoltc->  e  di  continuninftafti; 
Ottexer  pt>te  mai,  cl?  una  ftammella, 
Per  darla  a  lei,  ttel  primo  amor  levajfii 
Ch'-add'etr-o  ne  trxca  tittte  mie  *Ui}glie 
,11  eonofcermi  jida  la.  mia  moglie. 

*v 

La  fpems,  la  crcdenza,  la  certezza, 

Che  de  la  fede  di  mia  mo^lie  a  vca, 

My  avria  fatto  fprez,z<jr  quanta  bellczza 

jZ'veffe  mat  la  giovane  Ledea  • 

O  quanta  offtrtv  inai  fcnnv^  e  ricchezza 

fu  al  gran  paftor  de  la  wontagna  Idea  : 

Ma  le  repulje  niie  non  <vale*n  tento  j 

Che  fotrflitt  Igvarmela  da  canto. 

24.. 

17«  d',  che  rni  tro'vo  fuor  del  pa'agio 
La  maga,  che  nomata  era  MeliJJay 
E  mi  pote  parlare  a  fuo  granJe  aght 
Alodo  trovb  da  par  mia  pace  in  fiffa  j 
E  con  lo  fpren  di  gelofia  mal'Vagio 
•Cacciardel  cor.ia  fe->  che  rf  era  fijja  : 
Comincia  a  commendar  la  intension  miat 
Ch'io  fa  fedele  a  chi  fcdef  mi  (la. 

25- 

Ma  che  ti  fa  fedel^  tu  non  puoi  dire 
Prirna^  the  di  (ua  fe  prova  non  iredi. 
S'ella  non  fa  Ha,  e  che  potria  fallire, 
.Che  fia.  fedcl,  che  fa  pudica  credi. 
Ma,  fe  mat  fenza  te  non  la  lafci  ire, 
Sf  mat  vedere  altr*  uom  nm  le  concedit 
Qnde  hat  quefla  baldanza,  che  tu  dt«tt 
E  mi  &3gli  affermar,  che  fa  p udica  ? 


Her  father  in  five  years  departed  \vss, 
From  that  time,  when  I  made  the  marriage  vow ; 
Soon  after  which  my  miferies  took  place, 
Which  ftill  I  fuffer  ;  I'll  inform  you  how : 
Whilft  for  the  fair,  which  to  you  thus  I  praifc, 
Love  with  his  wings  a  fafeguard  did  beflow, 
A  noble  dame,  who  in  this  country  dwelt, 
For  me  an  am'rous  paffion,  the  moft  fervent  felt, 

.  21. 

She,  in  enchantment  fkill'd,  and  art  malign, 
As  much  as  e'er  to  forcerefs  was  known, 

•Could  render  darlcthe  day,  make  the  night  fliinc; 

"The  earth  unfteady  make,  and  fix  the  fun  : 
Yet  could  net  draw  that  conflant  will  of  mine, 
That  to  her  am'rcms  wound  eafe  might  be  lliown 
Hy  remedy,  which  I  could  not  beftow, 

'Without  injuflkc  to  my  marriage  vow. 

22. 

Nor  for  that  (he  was  moft  genteel  and  fair, 
Nor  that  I  knew  her  love  to  me  was  great, 
Nor  by  her  promises,  and  gifts  moft  rare, 
Of  which  (he  'd  many  make,  and  ftill  repear, 
Could  fhe  obtain,  that  I  would  give  to  her 
The  fmalleft  flanje  to  rob  my  former  heat : 
For  from  her  all  my  inclinations  drew, 
As  I  my  wife '5  fidelity  well  knew. 

23-    . 

The  hope,  the  credence,  nay,  the  certainty, 
Which  of  my  wife's  ftrift  conflancy  I  had, 
Had  caus'd  her  charms  rejected  been  by  me, 

'•If  Leda's  daughter  had  herfelf  difplay'd  ; 

<Or  proffers  of  wealth  and  fagacity 
Upon  mount  Ida  to  the  /hepher.d  made  : 

;But  my  repulfe  could  not  fo  pow'rful  provr, 
To  make  her  from  perfuit  of  me. remove, 

24. 
-One  day,  when  forth  my-palace  I  was  gone, 

This  witch,  Melifs  the  name  by  which  fhe  goes, 

Found  eafy  means  to  fpeak  to  me  alone, 

And  how  to  put  to  hazard  my  repofe; 

And  with  the  fHng  of  curft  fufpicion, 

To  drive  that  faith,  which  held  my  heart  fa  clofe  ; 
•  Commending  that  integrity  in  me, 

That  to  one  &itbful  I  fhould  faithful  be. 

25- 

But  that  fhc  faithful  is,  you  cannot  fay, 
Before  you  of  her  truth  a  proof  can  gain; 
If  fhe  err  not,  where  {he  could  go  aftrayy. 
That  fhe  is  faithful,  then  you  may  maintain  : 
But  if  from  you  fhe  never  go  away, 
You  ne'er  permit  her  fee  another  man-; 
From  whence  this  boldnef?,  now  by  you  profeft ; 
This  affirmation,  that  your  wife  is  chuite  i 

26. 
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Scoflati  un  pocot  fcoftati 

Fa  c he  le  cittadi  odano^  e  i 

Che  tufaaudato,  e  ch"ella  fia  rimafa 


A  gli  amanti  da  comodo^  e  a  i 
5'  a  preghi,  a'  doni  non  fa  perfua/a 
Di  fare  al  Ictto  maritale  ottfag&i^ 
E  che  facendol  creda,  che  fi  cde, 
Allora  dir  potrai,  che  fa  fedele. 

Con  tai  parole^  e  fmi'rii  non  celfa 
L'incantatrice,  fin  che  ml  depone? 
Che  de  la  donna  mia  la  fede  efprejfa 
Veder  voglia^  e  proi-are  a  paragoned 
Or  a  poniawo,  le  jogginngo,  ch'  effiz 
Sia}  qual  non  p^Jfo  averne  opinioHe  j 
Come  potrb  di  lei  poi  farmi  certo, 
Che  fia  di  piixizJon  degna,  o  di  merto  ? 

28. 

Dijfi  Meiijfa  :   To  ti  daro  un  vafello 
Fatto  da  ber,  di  virtu  rara-,  c  (Irana  j 
Qua!  gia,  p?r  fcre  accorto  il  fuo  fratelh 
Del  f alia  di  Giuevra,  fe  Morgana. 
Chi  la  inoz,Iie  ha  fudica^  bee  con  quello  -y 
Ma,  lion  ci  puo  gia  ber  chi  Fha  puttava ; 
Che  I  via,  quando  lo  crede  in  bocca  porre. 
Tut  to  Jt  fparge,  e  fuor  ne  I  petto  fcorre. 

29. 

Fritna  che  parti,  ne  farai  la  prova, 
J-:  per  lo  creder  mio  tu  berrai  mtto; 
Che  credo-,  eft  ancor  netta  fi  rttrova 
LA  moglie  tua  :  pur  ne  vedrai  Felfetto. 
J\la  ial  ritorno  efperienza  miova 
Foi  ne  farai,  r>on  t"  afjicuro  il  petto  : 
Cbe  fe  tu  non  lo  iwmolli,  e  netto  beij 
D'ogni  marito  il  piu  felice  Jet. 

30. 

L"offerta  accetto  ;  il  i-afo  e/la  mi  dona  ; 
Ne  fo  la  prova}  e  mi  fuccede  a  punto  j 
Che>  com  era  il  difio,  piidica,  e  buona 
La  car  a  moglie  mia  troi-o  a  quel  punto. 
Dijje  Meliffa  :  U?i  poco  VabbandoHa  j 
per  »«  rnejej  b  per  due  ftanne  dtfgiunto  ,• 
foi  torna^  poi  di  xo-vo  il  vafo  tjlli^ 
Frova  fe  bevi,  o  pur  Je'l  petto  imntolli. 

A  me  dura  parea  pur  di  put 
Kon  per  che  di  jua  fe  it  dub  .  _jr  7 
Cv?j>e  ch'io  non  potea  duo  di  padre, 
Ne  unora  pur,  che  fenza  me  reftajjj. 
Dijfe  Meli/a :  lo  tifaro  venire 
A  conofcere  il  -vcr  con  altr:  pap 
Vo"  che  muti  il  par/are,  e  i  veflimenti^ 
E  fotto  vifo  altrui  te  h  apprefeuti* 


Be  gone  a  little,  from  your  houfe  be  gone ; 
Let  town  and  country  round  the  news  receive 
That  you  're  abroad ;  that  fhe  remains  alone, 
To  lovers  and  to  meflages  give  leave  : 
If  fhe  by  pray'rs  and  gifts  is  n't  wrought  upon 
The  matrimonial  bed  abufe  to  give, 
Believing  fHll  fhe  can  conceal  the  deed  ; 
Then  by  yon,  that  flie  's  chafte,  may  be  decreed.. 

27- 

With  this  difcourfe,  and  fuch  like,  ne'er  gave  o'er 
The  forcerefs,  till  ihe  did  me  difpofe 
To  be  inclin'd  the  virtue  to  explore, 
And  be  afiur'd,  by  trial,  of  my  fpoufe. 
Admit,  faid  I,  that;  way  her  temper  bore, 
Which  in  my  judgment  I  cannot  fuppofe ;. 
How,  as  to  her,  to  me  fhall  it  be  clear'd>: 
Whether  fhe  merit  renfure,  or  reward  ?: 

28. 

Meliffafaid,  I'll  give  to  you  a  cup; 
To  drink  out  of,  of  virtue  ftrange  and  rare;; 
Such  by  the  Fai  Morgana  was  made  up,. 
To  make  die  brother  of  Gineu re  aware  : 
Whofe  wife  is  chafte,  may  drink  in  't  ev'ry  drop  ; 
But  who  a  flrumpet  has,  cannot  drink  there  : 
The  wine,  which  in  his  mouth  he  thinks  to  put; 
Sprinkles  all  o'er  him ;  in  his  breall  will  fpout. 

29. 

You  fhall  make  trial,  ere  you  quit  your  roof,, 
And  I  imagine,  that  you  will  drink  clean  ; 
As  I  believe,  your  wife  is  pure  enough, 
As  yet,  and  the  effect  will  fbon  be  feen  : 
But  when  returning  you  another  proof. 
Shall  make,  your  breaft  I'll  not  engage  to  fcreen: 
For  if  you  wet  it  not,  but  cleanly  drink, 
Yourfelf  more  happy,  than  all  hufbands,  think.. 

I  took  her  offer ;  me  the  cup  fhe  gave  : 

A  proof  I  made;  which  with  fuccefs  was  crown'd. 

For,  to  my  wifh,  I  chafle  and  virtuous  have 

My  deareft  wife,  I  at  that  juncture  found. 

MelifFa  faid,  Now  her  a  little  leave  ; 

Part  from  her,  till  a  month  or  two  go  round  ; 

After  return  :  again  the  veiTel  try  ; 

Try,  if  you  drink,  or  wet  your  breaft  thereby. 

31- 

To  me  departing  from  her  feem'd  fevere : 

Not  that  I  of  her  truth  had  doubtful  pain  : 

But  that  I  could  not  even  two  days  bear, 

Nay,  not  an  hour,  fhe  Ihould  from  me  remain  : 

MeliiTa  faid,  I  will  conduct  you,  where, 

By  other  means,  you  certainty  fhall  gain : 

I  will,  that  you  fhould  change  your  fpeech  and  drefs, 

And  in  another's  face  to  her  yourfelf  addrefs. 
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Signer,  <ju*  prejfi  una  c'ttta  difende 
II  Po  fra  minacciofe,  e  fere  corna ; 
La  cut  giuridizJon  dl  qui  ft  ftende 
F/»,  dove  il  mar  fugge  dal  lito^  e  torna. 
•Cede  £ '  anthhita,  ma  hen  conlevde 
Con  le  vicine  in  effer  rice  A,  e  adorna. 
Le  reli^uie  Troiane  la  fondaro, 
Che  dal  fiagello  d'Attila  camparo. 

Jlftringe,  e  hnta  a  quejla  terra  it  vwrfo 
Vn  cavalier,  gio-vine,  e  ricco,  e  belk ; 
'Che  dietro  un  giorno  a  unfuo  falcone  fcorfo 
Eflendo  capita  to  entro  il  mio  oftcflo; 
Vtde  la  donna,  e  si  nelprbno  occorfo 
G/i  piacque,  &e  nel  cor  for  to  il  fulfils ', 
Ne  cejfo  fuolte  pr  a  tic  be  far  pot 
Per  inchinarla  a  i  defderi  foot. 

34- 

TJla  gli  fece  Jar  tante  repulfe, 
Chepiit  tentarla  al  -fine  eg!:  non  volf? : 
Ma  la  belt  a  di  lei,  eft  Amor  i*i  fculfe, 
Di  vteMoria  pere  non  j'e  gli  tslfc. 
Tanto  Melijfa  Ittfhigoiniht,  e  mulfe, 
-Cfra  tor  la  forma  di  colui  mi  1'olfe  j 
E  ?»i  muto,  w  I'o  ben  dirt:  come, 
J);  face: a,  di  parlor,  cf  occh':,  e  di  ehiome. 

3v 

Cia  con  m:a  moglie  avendo  fnnulato 
D'ejfir  partito,  e  gitone  in  Levante  ; 
Nel  giovine  am  at  or  cos}  mutato 
Uandar,  la  wee,  Fabtto^  il  fembiantc3 
Me  ne  ritorno,  ed  ho  Meliffa  a  Into, 
•Che  iera  trasformcta,  e  pare  a  un  fantc ; 
E  le  piu  ricche  gemme  a-vea  con  lei, 
Che  mat  mdndaffin  »/'  Indi^  $  gli  Eritrei. 

36. 

10,  cbe  Pufo  fapea  del  mio  palagio, 
Entro  ficuro,  e  vien  Meliffa  meco  j 
E  Madonna  ritrovo  a  ft  grande  agio, 
Che  non  ha  ne  fcudif-r,  ite  donna  feco. 
I  mi£t  preghi  Cefpongo,  indi  il  malvag'9 
Stimolo  innanzi  del  mal  far  le  arreco  ; 
I  rxbini,  i  diamanti,  e  gli  fmeraldi, 
Che  moffo  arebbon  tutti  i  cor  piu  faUi. 

37- 

E  le  dicOy  cbe  poco  e  yuefto  doito 
Verfo  Goel,  •  che  fperar  da  me  dovea. 
De  la  commodity  pot  le  ragiono, 
Che,  non  vejjendo  il  fuo  marito,  avea, 
E  le  ricordo,  che  gran  tempo  Jono 
Stato  fuo  amante,  corti  ella  fapea  ,• 
E  che  famar  mio  lei  con  tanta  fede, 
Degno  era  'aver*  al  fin  ^uahhe  Turrctf'. 


32- 

Sir,  near  this  place  the  Po,  with  rapid  ilreaft, 
And  it's  fierce  horns,  a  city  does  defend, 
Which  does  fo  far  it's  jurisdiction  claim 
To  where  the  fea  it's  rolling  waves  does  feni  : 
In  ancientry  it  yields ;  in  wealth  and  fame, 
"With  all  the  neighb'ring  towns  it  may  contend  : 
The  Trojan  relicks  its  foundation  lay'd, 
When  from  the  fcourge  of  Attila  they  fled.     . 

33- 

Here  holds  the  rein,  at  will,  fevere  or  light, 
A  youthful  cavalier,  both  rich  and  fair, 
That  loft  his  falcon  t'  other  day  in  flight : 
My  houfe  he  enter'd,  as  he  fported  near  ; 
My  wife  he  faw,  and  fo,  at  the  firft  fight, 
His  heart  was  {truck ;  fhe  made  imprellion  there. 
Pie  never  ceas'd  with  practice  to  infpire 
Her  mind,  to  give  conient  to  his  deiire. 

34- 

But  me  to  him  fuch  ftrong  repulfes  gave, 
That  he  refolv'd,  at  laft,  no  more  he  'd  try ; 
But  her  bright  form,  which  love  did  there  engrave, 
In  his  remembrance  rix'd  could  never  die  : 
Melifla  footh'd  me,  and  did  earneft  crave, 
I'd  take  on  me  this  perfon's  imag'ry  ; 
And  chang'd  me,  by  what  means  I  can't  declare, 
In  face,  in  fpeecia,  my  very  eyes  and  hair. 

Already  I  had  made  my  wife  believe 
That  I  muft  leave  her,  and  mould  weftward  go ; 
To  her  fond  youth  transform'd,  her  to  deceive, 
My  perfon,  voice,  and  gait,  nay,  habit  too, 
Came  back ;  Melifs,  who  did  like  change  receive, 
Came  with  me,  and  did  as  my  fervant  mow; 
And  with  her  jewels  the  moft  coftly  bore, 
'E'er  fent  by  India,  or  th'  Erythriaii  more. 

36. 

I  of  my  houfe  each  well-known  avenue 
Ent'ring  fecure,  Melifs  with  me  convey'd, 
And  chanc'd  my  wife  fo  difengag'd  to  view, 
She  had  not  with  her  either  page  or  maid, 
My  fuit  prefer ;  and  then  that  wicked  mew, 
Which  was  to  tempt  her,  I  before  her  lay'd  ; 
The  rubies,  emeralds,  and  diamonds  bright, 
'Which  might  the  heart  moft  fortify'd  invite. 

Then  faid  to  her,  Thefe  gifts  are  fmall  in  worth, 
To  thofe  you  may  expect  from  me  to  come  ^ 
Then  I  the  opportunity  fet  forth 
She  had,  her  h"uft>and  being  not  at  home  : 
:Remind  her,  long  my  paflion  had  it's  birth, 
Her  lover,  as  fhe  knows,  long  fmce  become : 
Ana  that  my  faithful  love,  fo  long  declar'd, 
At  laft,  I  hop'd,  was  worthy  of  reward. 


33* 
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Turboffl  nel  princifio  flla  non  poco, 
Di-venne  roffa^  ed  afcoltar  non  voile  : 
Ma  il  1-eder  fiam?negg:ar  pot  come  foco 
Le  belle  gemwe.,  il  duro  cor  fe  ntolle  j 
F.  con  par  far  nfpofe  brei-ey  e  fioco 
Que't,  che  la  I'll  a  a.  rimewbrar  mi  tol/e , 
Ch?  mi  compiaceria^  tjuando  credejfiy 
Cb'a/tra  perfona  mat  nol  rijapeffe. 

35?- 

Fu  tal  rjjpofta  un  veneaato  teh, 
Di  che  me  ne-  fentt  Talma  trafjfa. 
Per  I'ojfa  andommi,  e  per  le  vene  un  gelo-j 
Ni?  le  faMci  rejio  la  voce  fjfa. 
Levando  attora  del  fuo  incantn  il  vela, 
Ne  fa  mia  firma  mi  torno  Mclifja. 
Fevfa,  di  cbs  color  d')<v?jje  farfa 
Ch"in  tanto  error  da  me  ride  trovarjl; 

40. 

Diveitwtmo.amti  di  color  di  mortc, 
Muti  ambi,  ambi  reftiam  con  gli  occbi  batfi. 
Patei  la  lingua  appena  aver  si-forte, 
E  tanta  vote  appenay  ch"io  gridajfii 
Me  tradirsfti  dufique  tu,  conforte^ 
£uando  tu  avejfi,  ch"il  mio  onor  comprafji-1 
Ak?a  riftofta  darmi  ella  non  puote, 
Che  di  nga*  di  lagrirne  le  goic. 

*f< 

"Ren  la  i-ergogna  &  affai^  ma  piti  ID  fde*vo, 

Ck'ella  ha,  da  me  <veder  far  ft  c^uelf  onta  ± 

F.  moltiplica,  si  Jenza  ritegno, 

Ch'in  if  a  oL:  fine,  e  in  crude',?  odio  wont  a. 

D*  me  fuggirfi  tofto  fa  difegao ; 

E  ne  l'oray  eke' I  Sol  dtl  carro  fmonta, 

Al  fume  eorfe,  e  in  vna  fua  barchetta 

Si  fa  calar  tutta  la  notte  in  fret  fa  : 

42. 

E  la  mattina  s'appreJtHta  evante 
II  cavalier,  che  1'avea.un  tempo  anata;. 
Sot  to  il  cui  vl fo,  fotto  il  cui  fembiaate 
F«  contra  Fonor  mio  da  me  tentata. 
A  lui-f  che  ner a  fiat o->  ederaatnante-, 
Creder  f.  pu&,  che  fit  la  giinita  grata. 
Quindi  ella  mi  fe  diry  itiio  non  fperafi, 
Che  mat  piu  fojje  mia^  ne  piu  m'awajji. 

j4h  lajfi,  da  yue!  di  con  lui  dimora 

In.  gfa,i  piacere-,  e  di  me  prende  ghco  : 

Ed  io  del  mal>  che  procacciaiwi  al/ora, 

slricor  languifeo,  e  non  ritrovo  loco. 

Crefce  il  mal  fempre ;   e  giufto  e,  ctiio.  ne  mora 

E  rejta-  omai  da  cenfumarci  poco. 

Ben  credo3  che' I  pritno  anno  firei  mortot 

Se  son  mi  daya  aiuto  u»  fit  conforta. 


At  firft  attack  fhe  much  offended  was, 

O'ercaft  \vith  blufhes,  would  not  hear  me  fpeak  : 

But  when  Ihe  faw,  like  fire,  the  jewels  blaze, 

That  luftre  did  her  heart  more  tender  make  ; 

And,  what  rememb'ring  on  my  vitals  preys, 

She  fpoke  with  anfwer  fhort,  and  tone  more  weak  ; 

She  'd  to  my  wifh  confent,  if  clearly  fhown, 

That  this  by  other  never  fhould  be  known. 

39- 

This  anfwer  was  to  me  a  poifon'd  dart,. 
With  which  I  felt  my  very  foul  was  fhot : 
A  chill  ran.  thro'  my  bones,  my  veins,  and  heart, 
And  utt'rance  faulter'd  in  my  trembling  throat : 
Now  the  difguife  removing  by  her  art, 
Me  to  my  former  ihape  Mel'uTa  brought. 
Think  of  her  look,  the  figure,  which  (he  made, 
Herfelf  perceiving  thus  by  me  betray 'd. 

40. 

We  both  appear'd,  in  laok,  as  we  were  dead  ; 
Both  dumb,  in  pofture  fixt,  both  downwards  eye  j, 
My  feeble  tongue  fcarcely  fuch  power  had, 
Or  fo  much  voice  that  I  aloud  could  cry, 
Would  you,  my  fpoufe,  would  you  have  me  betray'd*. 
When  you  had  one,  that  would  my  honour  buy  ? 
No  other  anfwer  give  to  me  fhe  cou'd, 
Than  pouring  on  her  cheeks  of  tears  a  flood. 

41. 

Great  was  the  blufh,  but  greater  wrath  fhe  borej 
As  fhe  perceiv'dj,  I  brought  her  to  this  fhame  ; 
Which,  without  ceafing,  ftill  grew  more  and  more, 
Till  into  ire  and  cruel  hate  it  came : 
Nor  for  her  fpeedy  flight  her  mind  gave  o'er, 
But,  foon  as  Phoebus  quits  his  car  of  flame, 
Flies  to  the  river,  on  a  boat  does  light, 
And  fails,  with  expedition,  all  the  night : 

42. 

And  the  next  morning  (he  directly  went 
Unto  the  knight,  who  her  before  had  lov'cT,. 
Whofe  face  I  bore,  whom  I  did  reprefent, 
When  I,  againfl:  my  honour,  her  had  prov'd  : 
Of  him,  whofe  love  on  her  was  fo  intent,. 
Guefs,  by  this  meeting,  how  the  heart  was  mov'd : 
Thence  fhe  inform'd  me;  I  fhould  hope  give  o'er, 
That  fhe  would  e'er  be  mine,  or  love  me  more. 

43- 

From  that  fad  day  fhe  does  with  him  remain. 
In  great  delight,  aad  me  they  laugh  to  fcorn  ; 
And  from  the  ill,  myfelf  I  did  obtain, 
I  languifh  yet ;  nor  e'er  will  joy  return; 
My  woes  increafe :  'tis  juft,  death  end  my  pain, 
That  by  degrees  I  may  no  longer  burn. 
I  truly  think,  the  firft  year  I  had  dy'd, 
If  one  fole  comfort  had  not  help  fupply'cL 
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44- 


11  conforto,  ch'io  prendo,  r,  che  di  quanti 
Per  died  anni  mat  fur  fit  to  al  mio  tetto^ 
Ch'a  tutti  queflo  vafo  ho  meffb  innanti, 
Non  ne  trovo  «»,  che  non  iimmolli  il  petto. 
Aver  nel  cafo  mio  compagni  tantij 
Mi  da  fro.  tanto  mal  qualche  diletto. 
Tu  tra  infniti  fol  fei  flato  faggio, 
Che  far  negafli  il  perigliofo  faggio. 

45  •, 
11  mio  voter  cercare  oltre  a  la  meta, 

Che  de  la  donna  fua  cercar  fi  deve. 
Fat  che  mai  piu  trovare  or  a  qttieta 
Non  pub  la  vita  mia-,  fa  lunga^  o  breve. 
Di  do  Melijfa  fu  a  principio  lieta  j 
Ma  cejfb  toflo  la  fua  gioia  lieve  : 
Ch'  ejjendo  caufa  del  mio  mal  flat  a  el/a, 
Jo  fodiai  */,  che  non  potea,  vedella. 

46. 

Ella  d*ejfer  odiata  impaziente 
Da  me->  che  dicea  amar  piuy  che  fua  vita  j 
Ove  donna  reflarne  immantinente 
Creduto  avea,  eke  fahra  ne  fojfe  it  a  ± 
Per  non  aver  fua  doglia  si  prefente, 
Non  tardb  molto  a  far  di  qui  partita  • 
£  in  modo  abbandono  queflo  paefey 
Che  dopo  mat  per  me  non  fe  rfintefe. 

47- 

Cost  narrava  il  meflo  cav  alter  o  j 
E  quando  fine  a  la  fua  ijforia  pofi, 
Rinaldo  alquanto  jle  fopra  penfierO) 
Di  pieta  vinto,  e  pot  cost  rifpofe ; 
Mal  configlio  ti  die  Meli/a  in  vero, 
Che  d'attizzar  le  vefpe  ti  propofe  : 
E  tu  fofli  a  cercar  poco  avvedttto 
Quel,  che  tu  avrejli  non  tro-j*r  -valuta. 

48. 

Se  d'avarizia  la  tua  dtrtna  vinta, 
A  voler  fede  romperti  fu  indutta, 
Non  fammirar  ;  ne  prima  ellay  ne  quint  a 
Fu  de  le  donne  prefe  in  si  gran  lutta  • 
£  mente  via  piu  falda  e  ancora  fpiiita 
Per  minor  prezzo  a  far  cofa  plu  brutta. 
Quanti  uomini  odi  Z«,  che  gia  per  oro 
Han  traditi  padroni^  e  amid  loro  ? 

49- 

Non  dovevi  ajfalir  con  st  fere  armit 

Se  bramavi  veder  farle  difefa 

Non  Jai  tu-,  contra  Toro  che  ne  i  marmi, 

Ne '/  durifirno  acciar  fta  a  la  (Ontcfa  I 

Che  piu  fa'lajii  tu  a  tent  aria  parmi 

Di  /ei,  che  cost  toflo  rrfto  prefa. 

Se  te  altretta-ftto  avfjfe  ella  tentato, 

Non  fo-)  fe  tu  pin  jaldo  JoJJi  Jl^J-j. 

VOL.  II. 


44. 


The  comfort,  which  I  take,  is  this  ;  no  foul, 
That  in  my  houfe  has  been,  for  ten  years  pail, 
(For  before  all  I  fet  this  wond'rous  bowl) 
None  have  I  found,  but  moiften'd  well  his  breafl : 
Having  all  partners  does  my  cafe  confole, 
Gives  fome  relief,  amidft  my  woes  diftrefl : 
'Midft  infinite  you  are  the  One  fo  wife, 
That  this  fo  dang'rous  proof  to  make  denies. 

45- 

My  wifti  to  fearch  beyond  the  proper  bound, 
That  a  wife  man  ftiould  fearch  about  his  wife, 
Has  made,  no  hour  of  quiet  {hall  be  found, 
Tho'  long  or  (hort  (hall  prove  my  time  of  life  : 
MelifTa's  joy  for  this  did  firft  abound, 
But  foon  fuch  joy  fo  light,  was  turn'd  to  flrife  : 
For  as  fhe  was  the  caufe  of  all  my  woe, 
Her  fight  I  could  not  bear,  I  hated  fo. 

46. 

She,  vejt'd  to  be  the  object  of  my  hate, 
As  me  more  than  her  life,  fhe  faid,  fhe  lov'd  ; 
As  fhe  to  be  my  wife  did  furely  wait, 
Believing  fo,  when  t'  other  was  remov'd  ; 
But  difappointed,  moan'd  her  haplefs  fate, 
Her  tarry  here  of  fhort  duration  prov'd, 
And  fhe  fo  haftily  forfook  this  place, 
I  ne'er  heard  more  of  her,  or  faw  her  face. 

47. 

Thus  his  fad  tale  the  mournful  knight  told  out ; 
And  of  his  ftory,  when  an  end  he  made, 
Rinaldo  fate  fome  tune  profound  in  thought, 
O'ercome  with  pity,  anfw'ring  thus  he  faid  ; 
Meliffa  gave  you  counfel  ill,  no  doubt, 
That  you  a  neft  of  hornets  fhould  invade  ; 
And  you  to  fearch  imprudently  inclin'd 
For  that,  which  you,  by  no  means,  wifh'd  to  find, 

48. 

If  then  your  wife,  by  avarice  fubdu'd, 
Became  difpos'd  her  faith  with  you  to  break, 
Admire  not :  fhe's  not  firft,  'twill  be  allow'd, 
Of  ladies,  in  this  flruggle  found  too  weak  : 
And  minds,  than  hers  more  fteady,  have  perfu'd 
For  lefs  reward  worfe  work,  to  undertake : 
What  numbers  have  you  heard  of,  who,  for  gold, 
Their  patrons  have  betray 'd,  their  friends  have  fold  ? 

49. 

You  fhould  not  her  with  fuch  dread  arms  aflail, 
If  a  defence  from  her  you  hop'd  to  fee  ; 
You  well  know,  gold  'gainfr.  marble,  hardeft  fteel, 
Can,  without  oppofition,  make  its  way  : 
You  in  your  trial  feem'd  the  more  to  fail, 
The  eafier  o'er  her  you  gain'd  the  day  : 
If  fhe  had  you  in  the  like  manner  try'd, 
I  don't  know,  you  had  been  more  fortify 'd. 
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50. 


jjlui  Rinaldo  ft  f»e,  f  d*  h  mttrfi 
LevoJJt  a  un  tempo,  e  domando  dor  mire  \ 
Che  ripofare  un  poco^  f  P°i  fl  pfnfa 
Innanzi  al  dl  £  un  ora>  Q  flue  pa'tire. 
Ha  p'ico  tempo*  e'l  poco,  (h'ba,  difpenfa 
Curt  gran  mi  fur  a,  e  in  van  n*l  la.fcia  gire. 
11  Signer  di  la  dentro  a  'fuo  piacert 
ViJJe,  che  fi  potea  porre  a  giacere  j 

51- 

Ch'  apparecchiata  era  la  ftanza,  e'l  let  to  j 
Ma  che,  fe  vole  a  far  per  flto  configlio, 
Tutta  notte  dormir  potria  a  diletto^ 
E  dormendo  avanxarfi  yualche  miglio. 
Accouciar  ti  faro^  difle,  un  legnetto, 
Con  che  volauJo,  e  fenz,'  alcun  perig'io 
Tutta  notte  dormendo  <u0'j  eke  vadat 
JE  una  giornata  avanzi  d?  la  ftrada. 

52. 

La  prcferta  a  Rinaldo  accettar  piacque, 
E  molto  ringrazib  I  Ofte  cortefe ; 
Poj  fenza  ivdugio  la>  Jove  ne  I acque 
Da*  naviganti  era  afpettato^  Jcefe. 
Quivi  a  grande  agio  ripofato  giacque, 
Mentre  il  corfo  del  fume  H  legno  prefe} 
Che  da  fei  remi  Jpirtto  lieve^  e  fnello 
Pel  fume  ando,  come  per  Faria  augeUo. 

53- 

Cos t  tofto,  come  tbbe  il  capo  chhto, 
11  cavalier  di  Francia-,  addormentoffe  ; 
Impoflo  avendo  gid,  come  vicino 
Giungea  aFerrara,  eke  foegliato  fiJJ?. 
Rejib  Melara  net  lito  mancino  j 
Net  lito  deftro  Sermide  reftofle. 
Pigarolo^  e  Stellata  il  legno  pajpt, 
Ove  le  corna  il  Po  iracondo  abbafla. 

T>e  le  due  corna  il  nocchier  prefe  il 

E  lafcw  andar  *verfo  lrenezia 

Pa/a  il  Eondeito :  e  gia  il  color  cileflro 

Si  vede-a  in  Oriente  venir  mavco^ 

Che  V9tando  di  fi&r  tittto  il  eanefire 

U  Aurora  vi  facea  vertttig/io,  e  bianco  j 

Qttando  Ionian  ftoprendo  di  Tealdo 

Ambe  le  roccbe^  il  capo  alzb  Rinaltfo. 

O  citta  bene  awextuvofa,  dijje> 
Di  tut  gia  Malagigi  it  mio  cughtOy 
Contemplanda  le  ftelle  erranti,  e  fffe^ 
£  coftnngendo  alcun  fpirto  indovino, 
Ne ;  fecoli  futurj  mi  predijfc^ 
Gia  cb'io  facea  conlui  quefto  caminine, 
Cb'  anco  la  gloria  tua  jalira  tanto, 
Ch'avri*  di  tutta  Italia  il pr«gio^  il  vanto. 


Rinald  here  ends,  and  from  the  table  rofe 
At  the  fame  time  ;  then  afk'd,  to  fleep  to  go. 
He  firft  defign'd  to  take  fome  ihort  repofe, 
Then  to  fet  out,  ere  day  an  hour  or  two  : 
Short  was  his  time,  but  long  the  ftage  he  chofe  ; 
Of  meafure  fuch,  he  muft  not  travel  flow  : 
The  entertainer  anfwer'd,  if  he  'd  pleafe, 
He  there  was  welcome  to  lay  at  his  eafe ; 

S1- 

That  bed,  as  well  as  chamber,  ready  was  : 
But  if  he  would  of  his  advice  accept, 
He  at  his  eafe  in  reft  the  night  might  pafs, 
Still  many  miles  advancing,  while  he  flept : 
A  fhip,  faid  he,  I'll  get  you  at  the  place, 
With  which  you  flying,  fafe  from  danger  kept, 
All  night  ftill  fleeping,  may  perfue  your  way, 
And  in  your  journey  thus  may  gain  a  day. 

52- 

Rinald,  the  offer  to  accept  content, 
Acknowledgement  return'd  his  courteous  hoft  : 
Without  delay  then  to  the  water  went, 
Where  him  the  crew  expected  at  the  po/l : 
There,  at  great  eafe  repos'd,  his  time  he  fpent, 
While  o'er  the  waves  the  veflel  quits  the  coaft  ; 
Which,  with  fix  oars,  pufli'd  on  fo  trim  and  light, 
Cut  thro'  the  ftream,  as  birds  in  air  make  flight. 

Soon  as  the  Knight  of  France  his  head  did  bear 

Downward  to  reft,  he  was  by  fleep  o'erta'en  j 

But  firft  gave  orders,  that  when  he  came  near 

Unto  Ferrara,  he  'd  be  call'd  again. 

Upon  the  left  hand  fhore  they  pafs'd  Melare, 

On  the  right  coaft  Sermide  did  remain  ; 

By  Stellate,  Figarol,  the  bark  fteer'd  on, 

Where  threatning  Po  his  fpacious  horns  bends  down. 

54- 

By  the  right  horn  the  pilot  did  perfue, 
Quitting  the  left,  which  does  to  Venice  bear  ; 
He  pafs'd  Bondeno  :  now  the  colour  blue 
Throughout  the  eaftern  clouds  does  difappear  j 
Her  flow'rs  Aurora  from  her  bafket  threw, 
Her  white,  and  her  vermilion,  fpreading  there  j 
When  they,  at  diftance,  of  Theald  furvey'd 
The  double  rock,  Rinaldo  rais'd  his  head* 

O  city  !  faid  he,  wond'rous  fortunate, 
Of  which  my  coufm  Malagige  forelhew'd, 
When  planets  he,  and  ftars,  did  contemplate^ 
And  to  his  aid  call'd  fprights  of  hellifh  brood  ; 
In  future  ages  telling  me  thy  fate, 
When  here  with  him  my  courfe  I  once  perfu'd, 
That  your  renown  fhall  one  day  rife  fo  high, 
To  bear  the  palm,  above  all  Italy. 

56. 
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Cost  dicendo>  put  tutfavia  in  fretta 
Sti  quel  battel-,  cbe  par«a  aver  le  penne, 
ScorrendoilRe  de*  fiumi,  a  t'ifoletta^ 
Cb'a  la  cittade  2  put  propinqua-,  <vc#ne, 
E  benche  foffe  *ll«ra  erma^  e  negktta ; 
Pur  i  allegro  di  ri-vederla^  e  fenne 
Nan  poca  fefta,  che  fapeay  quant*  elf  A 
Volgendo  gli  anni,  faria  ornatat  e  b?ffa. 

Altra  /<**<*,  eht  fe  quefla  via, 
Udt  da  M0tagigiy  il  q»al  feco  era ; 
Cbe,  fetteeento  volte  che  ft  fa 
Girata  col  M&x*9n  /a  quart  a  sfeta, 
Gjuefta  la  piu  gioconda  ifola  fia 
Di  quante  civga  mar?  ftagno^  o  rivicra. 
Si  cbe  vedata  lei  non  fora,  ch'  odt 
Dar  piu  a  la  patrui  di  Nsntficta  ted*. 

58.  . 

Udt,  cbe  di  b*i  tetti  pofta  tnnante 
Sarebbe  a  quella  st  a  Tiberio  cara ; 
Cbe  cederian  I'Efperufe  a  le  pia>itey 
Ch'avria  il  bel  loco,  efogni  forte  rara  \ 
Cbe  tante  Jpezie  fanimali,  qttantc 
Vi  fen,  ne  in  mtndra  Circe  ebbe^  ne  in  ara  j 
Che  v'avria  con  le  Grazie,  e  con  Cupido 
Ventre  flanz*>  e  nun  piu  in  Cipro,  b  in  Gnido. 

59- 

£  cbe  farebbe  talper  JIndioy  e  cur  a 
Di  cbi  al  fapere,  ed  al  potere  unita 
La  -voglia.  agenda,  d'  argitti,  e  di  mura 
Avria  st  ancor  la  fua  citta  muttita ; 
Che  contra  tut  to  il  mondo  ftar  ficura 
Pttria^fenza  chiamar  di  fuori  aitaj 
E  cbe  d'Ercol  fgliuol,  eTErcol  farebbe 
Padre  il  Signort  cbe  quefto,  e  quel  far  debbe, 

60. 
Cost  vetiia  RixaMo  ricordanda 

che  gia  il  fuo  cugin  dttto  gli 


De  le  future  cofe  divinando^ 
Che  fpeffo  cotrferir  feco  folea  ; 
E  tuttavia  l'*wil  citta  nitrando-t 
Come  ejfcr  puo,  ch'  OMCOV^  feco  dicea^ 
Debban  cost  fitrir  quefte  paludi 
Di  tutti  i  liber  alt)  e  degni  ftudi  ? 

6t. 

E  crefeer  abbia.  di  r-'  picciol  b*rga 
Ampia.  cittade^  e  di  si  gran  bellexza  ? 
E  cib,  ch'  intorno  e  tut  to  Jlagw, 
Sifn  Hetty  e  pieni  campi  di  r/ccbczzj  ? 
Citta ,  fin'  or  a  a  riverire  affargo 
Uamar,  la  cortefia,  la  gentilezz* 
De1  tuoi  Signoriy  e  gli  onorati  pregi 
De  i  cavalier 3  de  i  cittAAUii  egregi. 


Thus  fpeaking,  he  went  OB,  with  utmoft  hafte, 

On  board  the  bark,  which  feem'd  with  wings  to  fly; 

To  the  ifle  o'er  the  king  of  rivers  pafs'd, 

That  ifle  which  to  the  city  was  inoft  nigh  ; 

And  tho'  it  then  neglected  lay,  and  wafle, 

He,  at  the  fight  thereof,  exprefs'd  much  joy  ; 

And  feafted  much,  as  he  well  knew  that  flie, 

In  courfe  of  years,  fo  fair  and  rich  would  be : 

57- 

For  when  another  time  he  went  that  way 
With  Malagigi,  he  from  him  did  hear, 
When  feven  hundred  times  the  fun's  bright  ray 
Should  pafs  thro'  Aries  with  his  golden  fphere, 
This  fhall. become  the  ifle  more  fweet  and  gay 
Than  by  the  fea,  lake,  flream,  furrounded  are. 
That  henceforth  he,  who  this  fweet  fpot  furveys, 
Shall  flight  the  Nauficaan  country's  pratfe. 

58. 

He  heard,  it  fliould  be  fam'd  for  fabricks  great, 
Above  that  place  Tiberius  held  fo  dear, 
And  the  Hefperides  in  plants  fliould  beat  ;• 
Fine  fpot,  abounding  with  all  forts  fo  rare  j 
Of  animals  all  fpeciea  here  fliould  meet, 
That  in  her  wond'rous  flocks  were  Circe's  care; 
Love  and  the  Graces  this  their  feat  fliould  make, 
And  Cyprus,  Cnidus,  Venus  fhould  forfake. 

59- 

And  that  fuch  care  and  ftudy  fhould  be  found 

In  him,  whofe  pow'r  and  judgment  were  aliy'd, 

Thro'  his  good  will,  by  fofs,  and  walls  Iround, 

A  city  fliould  be  fo  well  fortify'd, 

As  'gainft  the  world  fecure  to  ftand  it's  ground, 

Nor  need  with  aid  external  be  fupply'd  : 

The  famous  Lord,  who  thefe  great  feats  fhould  do, 

Should  of  a  Hercules  be  fon  and  father  too. 

60. 

Thus  voyaging,  Rinaldo  call'd  to  mind 
What  oft  his  kinfman  had  before  him  lay'd, 
When  he  of  various  future  things  divin'J, 
Which  he  had  often  in  his  judgment  weigh'd  : 
And  as  this  city  he  fo  poor  did  rind, 
How  can  this  happen,  to  himfelf  he  faid  : 
Muft  then  this  fpot  fo  low  of  marfliy  land 
Be  fam'd  for  lib-'ral  arts,  and  lludies  grand  ? 

61. 

And  fhall  this  little  burgh  grow  up  to  make 
A  city  ample,  pompous,  and  elate  ? 
And  this,  which  round  is  bog  and  {landing  lake, 
Become  rich  fields,  in  tillage  made  compleat  \ 
City  !  e'en  now  I  rife,  for  rev'rence  fake, 
The  love,  politenefa,  coartefy  to  greet 
Of  your  great  lords,  and  honour'd  cavaliers, 
Your  citizens,  whofe  worth  renown'd  appears. 
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62: 


L'inefabil  bonta  del  Kedentore, 
Di  tuoi  Principi  il  fenno^  e  la  giuftizia 
Sempre  con  pace^  Jempre  con  amore 
77  tenga  in  abbondanza,  ed  in  letizia ; 
E  ti  difenda  contra  ogni  furore 
D?  tuoi  nimici)  e  feopra  lor  malizia : 
Del  tuo  contents  ogni  vicino  arrabbi 
Piiit  toftO)  (he  tu  invidia  ad  alcun  abbi. 

6j. 

Mentre  Rinaldo  cost  parla,  fende 
Con  tan  fa  fretta  il  Jottil  legno  Ponde, 
Che  con  m.-iggiore  al  logoro  non  fiende 
Falcon,,  ch"  al  grido  del  padron  rifponde. 
Del  deftro  corno  il  deflro  ramo  prende 
Qttindi  il  nocehiero,  e  muri-,  e  tetti  afconds. 
San  Giorgio  a  dietro,  a  diftro  iallontana 
La  tor  re  e  de  la  fojja^  e  di  Gaibana. 

6+ 

Rinaldo,  come  accade,  eh1  un  penfero 
Un'  altro  dietro,  e  Duello  un'  altro  mena, 
Si  'venne  a  ricordar  del  cavaliero^ 
Nel  cui  palagio  fu  la  Jera  a  cena  ; 
Che  per  quefta  cittade.,  a  dire  il  verOj 
Avea  giufla  cagion  di  flare  in  pena , 
E  ricordojjt  del  vafo  da  here, 
Che  rnoflra  altrui  I 'error  de  la  woglifre. 

65. 

JE  ricordojjt  infieme  de  la  prova-, 
Che  d'aver  fatta  il  cavalier  narrolli ; 
Che  di  quatiti  avea  efperti,  uomo  non  trova 
Che  be  a  nel  1'ajo,  e  V  petto  non  iimmolli. 
Or  f  pente^  or  tra  fe  dice  :  E  mi  giot-a, 
Ch'a  tanto  paragon  i-e;:ir  non  vo/li  j 
Riufeevjo,  accertava  il  creder  mio  : 
Non  riufcendO)  a  cbe  partita  era  io? 

66, 

Gli  e  quefto  creder  mio^  come  io  Paijefti 
Ben  certO)  e  p«co  accrefcer  Io  potrei. 
Si  che^  ial  p-aragon  mi  fuccedejjtt 
Poco  il  jneg'io  faria^  cti io  ne  trarrei  ; 
Ma  non  gia  poco  il  ?»al^  quando  vedejji 
Quel  di  Clarice  mia-,  ch ' io  non  vorrei. 
Metter  firia  mil'.e  contra  uno  a  gioco, 
Che  perder  f  puo  molto,  e  acquiftar  poco. 

67. 

Stando  in  quefto  penfofo  il  cavalier o 
Di  ChLiramonte-i  e  roit  alzando  il  'vifo 
Con  molt  a  attenzioti  fu  da  un  nocchierot 
Che  gli  era  incontray  riguardato  fifo : 
E*  perche  di  veder  tutto  il  penjlero^ 
Cbe  r occupava  tanto,  gli  fu  awijbj 
Cow?  H"?n-,  cbe  ben  par  lav  a,  ed  avea  ardife 
<A  fcco  riyoKAr  Io  fece  ufeirt. 
3 


O    F  U  R  1  0  S  O.  Canto  43, 

62. 

May  the  unbounded  goodnefs  of  the  Lord 
Your  princes  all  inwifdom,  jufticekeep; 
Yourfelves  in  amity,  and  good  accord, 
The  fruits  of  joy  abundantly  to  reap; 
You  'gainfl  all  fort  of  fury  ever  guard 
Of  foes,  and  open  lay  their  malice  deep ; 
While  neighbours  envy  your  fo  happy  (late, 
And  you  return  them  pity  for  their  hate. 

63. 

While  thus  Rinaldo  fpeaks,  the  bark  bears  on 
With  fo  much  hafte,  it  thro'  the  waters  flies ; 
The  falcon  not  with  greater  haftens  down, 
When  he  to  lure  and  mailer's  voice  replies  : 
Of  the  right  horn  the  right  branch  taking  foon, 
The  pilot  houfe  or  wall  no  more  defcries  ; 
St.  George  behind,  the  tow'r  behind  he  leaves; 
No  more  the  fofs,  nor  Gaiban,  he  perceives. 

64. 

Rinald,  as  oft  it  happens,  that  one  thought 
Another  and  another  brings  to  light, 
The  cavalier  to  his  remembrance  brought, 
Whofe  palace  he  had  fupp'd  at,  over  night : 
For,  to  fay  truth,  this  city  was  the  fpot, 
Made  him  reflect  on  what  had  pafs'd  not  right, 
The  vafe  to  drink  in  now  he  call'd  to  mind, 
Whereby  a  man  might  his  wife's  error  find. 

65- 

At  the  fame  time  the  proof  he  thought  upon, 
The  cavalier  had  made,  as  was  expreft, 
That  of  all  thofe,  he  try'd,  there  was  not  one 
Who  from  the  veflel  drank,  but  flopt  his  breafl  ; 
Repented  now,  approv'd  now,  what  h'  'ad  done, 
That  he  avoided  coming  to  the  teft  ; 
Succeeding  I  fhould  have  confirm 'd  my  thought, 
But  not  fucceeding,  where  had  I  been  brought  ? 

66. 

This  is  my  firm  belief,  on  which  I'm  bent, 
So  fure,  but  fmall  addition  I  could  gain  : 
So,  by  fuccefs  in  my  experiment, 
Little  advantage  fhould  I  thence  obtain  : 
But  far  from  fmall  would  be  the  detriment, 
To  find  my  Clarice,  what  would  give  me  pain  : 
This  were,  in  play,  thoufands  'gainfr,  one  to  fet, 
Where  we  a  deal  may  lofe,  but  little  get. 

67. 

While  full  of  thought  the  knight  of  Claremont  ftay'd 
Upon  this  cafe,  ne'er  lifting  up  his  eye, 
One  of  the  crew  intently  him  fnrvey'd, 
Who  flood  before  him,  looking  fted'faftly  r 
And  as  it  to  his  knowledge  was  convey'd, 
What  fubjetfl  did  his  thought  thus  occupy  ; 
Being  a  man,  who  well  and  boldly  fpoke, 
Thereon  to  reafon  with  him  undertook. 

68. 
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68. 


La  Jomma  fu  del  lor  region amenta, 
Che  colui  niaf  accorto  era  ben  flato, 
Che  ?ie  la  moglie  fua  F  eff>er:nento3 
Maggior,  cheque  far  donna ,  ai'eet  tent.ito; 
Che  ^uella,  che  da  fora,  e  da  Pargznto, 
Difende  il  cor  di  pudicizia  armato, 
Tra  mille  fpade  'via  piu  facilmente 
Difenderallo)  e  in  mezzo  al  foco  ardeiite. 

69. 

ll  nocchier  foggiungea  :  Ben  gli  dicejfi 
Che  non  dovea  offerirle  si  gran  don't  ; 
Che  contraflare  a  yuefti  ajfaltl,  e  a  quefli 
Colpi  non  fono  tutti  i  petti  buoni, 
Non  fo,  fe  a"  una  giovane  intend* [ti 
Ch'  ejfer  pub,  che  tra  voi  fe  ne  ragioni, 
Che  nel  maggior1  error  vide  il  conforte, 
Di  ch1  ejfo  avea  lei  condannata  a  morte. 

"°-        "  .- 
Doii  e  a  in  memoria  avere  il  Signor  mio, 

Che  I'oro,  el  premio  ogni  durezza  inchina  : 
Ma,  yuando  bifognb,  Pebbe  in  obblio, 
Ed  ei  Ji  procaccio  la  Jua  ru'na. 
Cost  fapea  I'efempio  egli,  com'  io, 
Che  fu  in  tjuefta  cittade  ^ui  i-idna^ 
Sua  patria  e  mix,  che'l  lago,  'e  la  palude 
Del  rifrenato  Menzo  intorno  ckiude^ 

~\-   • 

D'Adonio  voglio  dir^  chil  ricco  dono 
Fe  a  la  moglie  del  Giudice  d'un  cane. 
Di  quefto,  diffe  il  Palad'.no,  il  fuono 
Non  pajfa.  /'  sllpe,  e  qut  tra  <voi  rimane  j 
Per  che  ne  in  Franeia)  ne  dove  it  o  fono  >   . 
Tartar  nudt  ne  le  contrade  ftraxe. 
Si'  che  di  />»r,  fe  non  t'inc rejc e  il  dire  ^ 
Che  'volentieri  ia  mi  ?*  acconcio  a  udire. 

7~- 

II  nocchier  comincib  :  Gr./  fu  di  quefla 
Terra  -un  Anfelmo  di  famiglia  degna, 
Che  la  fua  gioveniit  con  lun^a  vefta 
Spefe  in  f'aper  cib^  cti  U'prano  infigna  j 
E  di  vohil  progenie  be/la,  e  onefta 
Moglie  cercoj  ch1  al  grado  fuo  convegna  j 
JE  rf'  una  terra  quindi  non  /ontana 
N'  ebbe  una  di  bellczza  fopra  umana, 

-     73-  . 

JE  di  bei  modi,  e  tanto  graziofi^ 
Che  pare  a  tutta  anure,  e  leggiadrta; 
E  di  molto  piu  forje,  ctfa  i  rip-^f, 
Ch'a  lo  ft  a  to  di  lui  non  convent  a. 
Tojio  che  Fehbe-,  qaanti  mat  gtlop 
x/  mond'i  fur,  pajfb  di  geiofia  ; 
Non  gia,  ch'  altra  cagion  gliex*  dcfle  ella, 
Che  d~  effer  trofpo  accorta,  e  troppo  belia. 


The  futn  of  all  their  converfe  thus  far  went, 
That  fure  the  hufband  ill  ad  vis 'd  had  been, 
Upon  his  wife  to  make  experiment, 
Greater  than  female  power  could  fuftain  ; 
That  {he,  who  could  'gainft  gold's  corrupt  intent, 
Her  heart  well  arm'd  with  modefty  maintain  ; 
'Midfl  thoufand  fwords,  with  more  facility, 
Or  'midft  the  burning  flames  would  keep  it  free. 

69. 

The  mariner  fubjoin'd,  You  well  declar'd, 
Of  gifts  fo  great  he  ought  not  offer  make, 
For  to  oppofe,  all  breads  are  not  prepar'd, 
Such  ftrong  aflaults,  fuch  violent  attack ; 
I  know  not,  if  you  of  a  nymph  have  heard, 
Of  it  perhaps  ye  may  in  converfe  fpeak, 
That  caught  her  hufband  in  far  greater  crime   [him. 
Than  that,  for  which  (he  was  condemn'd  to  death  by 

70. 

He  ought,  my  Lord,  to  have  retain'd  in  thought, 
By  gold,  or  bribe,  all  hardnefs  is  fubdu'd ; 
But,  in  moft  need,  this  maxim  he  forgot, 
And  his  own  ruin  he  himfelf  perfu'd  : 
Of  which  to  prove  example  was  his  lot ; 
As  to  me  in  this  city  near,  was  fhew'd, 
His  and  my  native  foil,  where  marmy  ground 
And  lakes  the  bouTrous  Mincio's  ftream  furround. 

7i. 

I  mean  Adonio,  who  the  prefent  rare 

Made  of  a  dog,  unto  the  judge's  fpoufe  : 

This  tale,  reply'd  the  Paladin,  did  ne'er 

Pafs  to  our  Alps,  amongft  yourfelves  kept  clofe  : 

For,  nor  in  France,  nor  where  I've  been  elfewhere, 

In  foreign  parts,  has  talk  thereon  arofe  : 

So,  if  not  irkibme  to  relate,  tell  it, 

And  I,  with  pleafure,  will  to  hear  you  fit. 

72- 

The  mariner  began  :  Time  pafl  there  was 
One  nam'd  Anfelm,  from  family  of  worth, 
Who  did  for  the  long  robe  his  ihidies  pafs, 
In  youth,  to  know  what  Ulpian  fet  forth  ; 
And  now  fought  out  a  wife  of  noble  race, 
Virtuous  and  fair,  as  fuited  to  his  birth  ; 
And  from  a  neighb'ring  country  one  he  found, 
That  did  with  more  than  humark  charms  abound. 

73- 

Such  manners  fair,  fuch  grace  fhe  did  difclofe, 
That  (he  appear'd  all  love  and  excellence  ; 
Perhaps  much  more,  than  what  with  his  repofe 
In  his  odd  turn  of  mind  he  could  difpenfe: 
Soon  as  efpous'd,  his  jealoufyarofe, 
Beyond  all  jealous  he  did  far  advance ; 
Not  that  fhe  gave  him  any  other  caufe, 
But  that  too  prudent,  that  too  fair,  fr.e  was. 
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74- 


74- 


Ne  !a  titt* 

Era  d'an:icai  e  fonarAta.  gentc^ 
Che  drfcendea  da  <ptl  lignaggio  altero. 
C/S  uf(t  <?ti»*  mafcella.  diferpente  ; 
Onje  gia  Manto,  e  chi  con  eff<*  fero 
La  p  atria  W*,  difcefer 
ll  cavalier^  ckf  Adoni 
Di  Duello,  balla.  donna 


E  per  venire  a.  fi»  eft  queflo  aKorey 
A  fonder  covtiucio  fe*za  ritegno 
In  ye/lire,  in  ca&v*tiy  in  farfi  M0*«  j 
Quanta  puo  farfi  un  cavalier  piu  degno. 
11  tefof  di  Ttberio  Impcradore 
Non  Jaria  ftato  a  tante  fpefe  al  feg*». 
Io  credo  baity  che  rum  pajjar  duo  verxi, 
Cti  eg!i  ufctfuor  di  tuiti  i  hex  patentL 

76. 

La  cafa)  eft  era  diwzi  frequent  at* 
Matting  e  Jera  tanto  &  gli  amici^ 
Sola  reftb,  tofto  cht  fit  prtvata 
Di  flarne,  di  jagian->  4i>  caturntci. 
Egli-)  che  cap?  fu  de  la.  brigata, 
Rimafe  dietro^  e  yuaji  fra  mendtci. 
PensOj  pot  cti  in  wijeria  era,  venu.tOy 
Jfattdare*  ove  no»  fofle  conofciuto. 

77- 

Con  quefta  iutenzione  una  mattina 
Sent  a  far  jaotto  altrui^  la  patria  lajcia  : 
E  con  fofpiri)  e  lagrime  cammina 
Lungo  to  (iaguoy  che  le  ma  fa  fafcia. 
La  d»nna->  cbe  del  cor  git  era  regtna-, 
Gia.  -non  obblia  per  la  Jecoxda  ambafda. 
EC  co  tin  altra  avventura^  che  lo  view, 
Di  fommo  wale  a  porre  in  Jomtuo  ben;. 

78. 

Vcde  un  vil'av-)  che  con  uu  gran  bajlone 
Intorno  alcuni  fterpi  i  affatica. 
Qui'vi  Adonio  fi  fermat  e  la  cagisne 
Di  tanto  travagliar,  vuol  cbe  gH  dica. 
Di/e  il  i-illan^  che  dentro  a  <juel  macchiont 
Veduto  a<vea  una  ferpe  molto  antica  'y 
Di  che  pju  lunga^  e  grojja  a  i  giorni  juoi 
N«w»  vide,  ne  credea  mat  veder  pot. 

79- 

E  che  non  Jt  voleva  indi  par  tire, 
Che  non  favej/e  ritrovata^  e  morta. 
Come  Adonio  lo  j'ente  cost  direy 
Con  poca  pazienza  lo  fepporta. 
Sempre  Jolea  le  ferpi  favorirt  ,• 
Che  ptr  infegna  il  fangue  fuo  le  port  A 
In  memoria,  ch*  ujci  fua  prima  gente 
Di  denti  feminati  dt  ferptnte. 


In  the  fame  city  dwelt  a  cavalier, 

Deriv'd  from  race  of  ancientry  and  worth, 

Being  defcended  from  that  lineage  rare 

Which  from  the  ferpent's  jaw  receiv'd  it's  birth  : 

Whence  Manto,  and  thofe  who  the  founders  were 

Of  what  my  native  country  is,  came  forth  ; 

This  cavalier,  Adonio  was  his  name, 

Felt,  for  this  lovely  nymph,  the  am'rous  flame. 

75- 

And  in  th'  amour  to  have  fucce£s  compleat, 
JJegan  to  fpend  his  fortune  without  bound, 
In  cloaths,  parade,  and  many'  a  pompous  treat, 
As  much  as  could  a  knight  the  moft  renown'd  : 
Tiberius  the  Emp'ror's  treafure  great 
For  his  expence  would  not  enough  be  found  : 
I  think,  before  two  winters  had  pafs'd  on, 
His  whole  paternal  fortune  he  outrun. 

76. 

The  houfe,  fo  much  frequented  heretofore, 
With  friends  fo  numerous,  both  day  and  night, 
Was  now  neglected  left,  and  quite  forlore, 
As  partridge,  pheafant,  quail,  had  ta'en  their  flight ; 
He,  of  the  tribe  who  had  been  governor, 
Remain'd  alone,  as  in  a  beggar's  plight : 
He  after  thought,  in  fad  diftrefs  now  thrown, 
Some  place  to  go  to,  where  he  was  not  known. 

77- 

One  morning,  on  his  project  fully  bent, 

Silent  he  left  his  native  foil  behind, 

And,  overwhelm'd  with  fighs  and  tears,  he  went 

Along  the  moat  which  round  the  walls  does  wind  : 

The  nymph,  that  o'er  his  heart  had  government, 

The  next  affliction  brought  into  his  mind  : 

See  an  adventure  high  now  to  him  chance, 

From  loweft  woe  to  higheft  good  did  him  advance. 

78. 

He  fees  a  hind,  who  with  a  truncheon  great 
Around  fome  fhrubs  with  blows  repeated  ply'd  ; 
Adonio  ftopt,  and  afk'd,  he  would  relate 
The  caufe,  why  he  with  fo  much  labour  try'd : 
The  hind  reply'd,  Within  this  hedge  I  wait 
A  ferpent  overgrown,  which  I  efpy'd  : 
Than  which  more  long  and  large  he  ne'er  before 
Had  feen,  and  thought  the  like  to  fee  no  more. 

79- 

And  that  he  meant  not  from  that  place  to  go, 
Till  he  fhould  find  it  out  again,  and  kill ; 
Soon  as  Adonio  heard  him  talking  fo, 
His  little  patience  he  reftrain'd  but  ill : 
To  ferpents  he  was  us'd  to  favour  fhow, 
His  family  their  enfign  bore  them  ftill, 
In  memory  that  they  foundation  own 
Firft  from  the  teeth  of  ferpents,  which  were  fown. 
4  80. 
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80. 


80. 


E  Ji/e,  e  fees  col  "Ml am  i*  guifa, 

Che  fuo  tnal  grado  abbandonb  fi-mprefa : 

St,  che  da  lui  non  fu  la  ferpe  uccifa, 

Ne  piu  cercatay  ne  altramente  offefa. 

Sldonio  ne  va  poi,  Jove  s'awifa, 

Che  fua  condition  fa  meno  intefa  j 

E  dura  con  difagio,  e  con  affanno 

Fuor  de  la  patria  appreffb  al  fettinto  anno. 

81. 

Ne  mat  per  lontananza^  nt  flrettezza 
Del  viver,  che  i  penjier  -non  lafcia  ir  vaghi^ 
CeJJa  Amor-t  the  s ?  gli  ha  la  ntano  avezza, 
Ch'  ognor  non  gh  arda  il  core^  ognor  rmpiaghi. 
£x  forza  alfin,  che  torni  a  la  bellezza^ 
Che  fan  di  riveder  ft  gli  occhi  vaghi. 
BarbutOj  afflitto,  e  a/ai  male  in  arnefe, 
La,  donde  era  venutOj  il  cammin  prefe. 

82. 

In  quefto  tempo  a  la  mi  a  p  atria  accade 
Mandart  un  or  store  al  Padre  Santo , 
Che  refi  apprtjfo  a  la  fua  Santitade 
Per  alcun  tempo,  e  non  fu  detto  quanta. 
Gettan  la  forte,  e  nel  Grudice  cade. 
O  giorno  a  lui  cagion  fempre  di  pianto  / 
Fe  feufe,  prego  affai^  diede*  e  promejfe 
Per  non  partirfi^  e  al  fin  s/orzato  crjje. 

S3- 

Non  gli  ptrta  crvjtle,  e  dura  mance 
A  dover  fopportar  tanto  dolor  e-) 
Clx  fe  vedato  aprir  t'  aveffe  il 
E  vedutoji  trar  con  mano  il  tore. 
Di  gelofo  timor  paikdoy  e  bianco 
per  la  fua  donna ,  mentre  ft  aria  fuore, 
Lei  con  que:  modi-)  che  gio'var  f  crede 
Sitpplice  prega  a  non  rnaitcar  difede. 

84. 

Dicendoh^  ctia  dwn*  ne  bellezza^ 
Ne  nobilta^  ne  gran  for  tuna  baft  a  j 
Si  che  di  vero  onor  monti  in  alfezzaj 
Se  per  nome,  e  per  opre  non  e  caff  a  ; 
£  che  quella  virtu  via  piu  ji  prezza-, 
Che  di  fopra  riman-)  yuando  contrafta  ^ 
E  ch'or  gran  campo  avria  per  qMefta  abfenza 
Di  far  di  ptedrtiz-ia  ejperienxa. 

85. 

Con  tat  fe  cerca,  fd  altre  ajfai  parole 
Perfuader^  ch'  el/a  gli  Jia  fedele. 
De  la  dura  partita  el'a  ft  duole. 
Con  eke  lagrime-,  O  J>ft),  (on  che  ytterele  ! 
E  giuray  che  piu  tofto  ofcttro  il  Sole 
Vedraffi-,  che  pit  fia  mat  st  crudeley 
Che  rompa  fede ,  e  che  iferria  morire 
lix  toflO)  cf?  aver  mat  tpteflo  deft*--, 


And  to  the  man  fuch  things  did  do  and  fay, 
That  to  his  enterprize  he  put  an  end; 
So  that  he  did  not  dare  the  ferpent  flay, 
Nor  feek  it  more,  nor  farther  dare  offend : 
Adonio  now  perfu'd  his  deftin'd  way, 
Where  people  leaft  might  to  his  ftate  attend, 
And  in  diftrefs  remain 'd,  and  irkfome  cares, 
Far  from  his  country,  almoft  feven  years. 

81. 

Nor  e'er  from  diftance,  or  condition  low, 
Would  love  permit  her  from  his  mind  depart ; 
But  ftill  accuftom'd  to  revive  the  blow, 
He  daily  wounded,  and  fcorch'd  up  his  heart ; 
Forc'd  him,  at  laft,  back  to  his  fair  one  go, 
His  eyes  to  fee  her  fuch  defire  impart ; 
Rough  and  afflicted,  in  but  woeful  guife, 
The  felf-fame  way,  by  which  he  came,  he  hies. 

82. 

Now  to  my  country  it  did  fo  betide, 
An  envoy  to  our  holy  Pope  to  fend, 
Who  with  his  Holinefs  was  to  refide  fend  ; 

Some  time,  but  known  not,  when  that  time  would 
The  lot  was  caft  :  did  for  the  judge  decide : 
0  day  !  that  woe  did  hence  to  him  portend : 
He  try'd  excufe,  pray'rs,  promife,  prefents  vaft, 
Not  to  be  fent ;  but  was  compell'd  at  laft. 

83- 

It  would  lefs  cruel  feem  to  him,  or  hard, 
Than  to  fupport  this  mod  diftrafting  pain ; 
If  he  had  feen  his  naked  bofom  fcarr'd, 
And  with  a  hand  his  heart  from  thence  were  ta'en  : 
Pallid  with  fear,  with  jealoufy  thus  fcar'd, 
While  abfent  from  his  wife  he  fliould  remain  : 
Her,  by  all  means,  he  haplefs  hop'd  might  aid, 
Not  in  her  faith  to  fail,  he  begg'd  and  pray'd. 

84. 

Telling  her,  for  a  woman  won't  fuffice, 
Beauty,  nobility,  or  fortune  vaft, 
Into  true  honour's  lofty  place  to  rife, 
Unlefs  in  name,  and  by  her  works,  fhe's  chafte; 
And  that  this  virtue  much  the  more  we  prize, 
When  it  remains  above  all  conteft  plac'd  : 
That  now  his  abfence  gave  her  field  enough, 
To  make  of  modefty  her  ample  proof. 

85. 

With  fuch  like  words  ne  fought,  and  many  more, 
Her  to  perfuade  to  ftricl:  fidelity ; 
She  his  departure  dreadful  did  deplore, 
O !  with  what  tears,  wkh  many'  a  mournful  figji : 
And  that  the  fun  fhould  darken'd  be,  fhe  {wore, 
Ere  {he  to  him  would  aft  fuch  cruelty, 
Or  break  her  faith  ;  and  that  fhe  would  expire, 
Sooner  than  ever  harbour  fuch  ddire. 
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86. 


Ancor,  cb'a  fee  promejfi,  e  a  fuoi  fcongiuri 
De/e  credenza,  e  ft  acchetaffe  afyuanto  ,' 
Non  refta,  che  piu  intender  non  procuri, 
E  che  materia  non  procacci  al  pianto. 
Avea  uno  arnica  fuo-,  che  de  i  futuri 
Cafi.  predir^  teneva  il  pregio,  e'lvattto; 
E  d'ogni  fortilcgio,  e  magica  arte 
O  il  tufto,  o  ne  Japza  la  maggior  partc. 

87. 

Dlegli  pregando  di  <veder  ajfunto, 
Se  la  fua  moglie  nominata  Argia, 
Nel  tempo,  che  da  lei  [tar a.  difgiuxto, 
Fedelej  e  cafta,  b  per  con-trario  fa. 
Colui  da1  preghi  tinto,  tolle  il  panto  ; 
II  del  figura,  tome  par,  che  ftia. 
Anfelmo  il  lafcia  in  opra,  e  I'altro  giorno 
A  lui  per  la  rifpofta  fa  ritorno. 

83. 

JJ'Aflrologo  tenea  le  labbia  chiufe, 
Per  non  dire  al  Dot  tor  cofa,  che  doglia ; 
E  cerca  di  facer  con  molte  fcufe. 
ff>uando  pur  del  fuo  mal  vede,  c"ha.  vog/ia  ; 
Che  gli  romper  a  fede-,  gli  conchiufe, 
Toflo  do  egli  abbia  il  pie  fuor  de  la  jogha, 
Non  da  bellezza,  ne  da  preghi  indotta> 
Ma  da  guadagno,  e  da  prezzo  corrotta. 

89. 

Giunte  al  timore,  e  al  dubbio,  ch? 
Quefle  minacce  de  i  Juperni  rnoti  ,' 
Come  gli  flejje  il  cor,  tu  fteffo  fl:may 
Se  d"Amor  gli  accidenti  ti  JOH  noti. 
E  fopra  ogni  meftizia,  che  ropprima^ 
E  che  lafflitta  rnente  aggiri,  e  arroti, 
Ev  il  Japerj  come  <vinta  d^avarizia 
"Per  prezzo  abbia  a  lafciar  fua  pudicizia, 

90. 

Or  per  far,  quant  i  potea  far  ripari 
Da  non  lafciarla  in  quell'  error  cadere, 
Per  che  il  bijogno  a  difpogliar  gli  alt  an 
Trae  I'uom  tal  ^olta^  eke  fe'l  trovaavere, 
do,  che  tenea  di  gioie^  e  di  danari, 
Che  n'avea  fomma,  poje  in  fuo  potere ;  - 
Rendite,  e  frutti  d1  ogni  pojfejfione, 
E  cibt  c'ha  al  niondoj  in  man  tut  to  le  pone. 

91. 

Con  facoltade,  dijfe,  che  m  tvoi 
Now  fol  bifogni,  te  h  goda,  e  fpenda  ; 
Ma  che  ne  pojji  far  cif>>  che  tie  vuoi, 
Li  confumi,  li  getti,  e  doni,  e  vevda. 
Altro  conto  faper  non  ne  iV  pot : 
Pur  che,  qua!  ti  lafcio  or,  tu  mi  ti  renda  : 
Pur  che,  come  or  tu  fei,  mi  pi  rimafa> 
Fa,  (b'io  non  frovi  ne  podert  ne  cafa. 


F  U  R  I  O  S  O.  Canto  4.3. 

86, 

Tho'  to  her  promifes,  and  to  her  vow, 
He  credence  gave,  and  to  his  woes  relief ; 
He  could  not  reft,  but  aim'd  to  farther  know 
Matter  that  did  not  diffipate  his  grief : 
He  had  a  friend,  who  future  lots  coul.i  fhow, 
In  which  predictions  he  was  held  the  chief ; 
In  fortune-telling,  and  in  magic  art, 
Or  all  he  knew,  or  elfe  the  major  part. 

87. 

The  fee  he  gave  :  then  afk'd  him  to  difplay, 
If  that  his  wife,  who  Argia  was  by  name, 
During  the  time  that  he  fhould  from  her  ftay, 
Would  chafte  and  faithful  prove,  or  caufe  his  fhame ; 
He  took  the  cafe,  to  the  requeft  gave  way, 
Then  drew  the  figures  of  the  ftarry  frame  : 
At  work  Anfelmo  left  him,  and  next  morn 
To  hear  ais  fatal  anfwer,  did  return. 

88. 

Th'  aftrologer  ftill  held  his  lips  reclufe, 
Not,  what  would  grieve  the  Doctor,  to  relate  ; 
And  to  keep  filence  fought  by  much  excufe ; 
But  feeing  to  his  ill  him  obftinate, 
That  Ihe  would  break  her  truft,  concluding  fhews, 
So  foon  as  he  departed  from  his  feat ; 
Neither  by  beauty,  nor  by  pray'rs  induc'd, 
But  by  advantage,  and  by  price,  feduc'd. 

89. 

Join'd  to  the  fear  and  doubts,  which  him  polfefs, 
Thefe  threat'nings,  by  the  heav'nly  motions  fhown, 
In  what  way  flood  his  heart,  yourfelf  may  guefs, 
If  e'er  the  accidents  of  love  you've  known  ; 
And  'bove  all  forrow,  which  did  himopprefs,  [moan, 
And  rack'd  and  tore  his  mind,   o'erwhelm'd  with 
Was,  to  perceive,  o'ercome  by  avarice, 
Her  modefty  fhe  'd  barter  for  a  price. 

90. 

Now  to  make  all  defence,  he  could  defign, 
Her  fall  into  this  error  to  prevent ; 
For  need  will  make  a  man  the  very  fhrine 
To  rob  fometimes,  to  gain  his  point  intent  : 
All  that  he  had  of  jewels,  and  of  coin, 
And  much  he  had,  to  her  he  did  prefent, 
Ail  his  revenues,  rents  of  all  his  lands, 
All  in  the  world  he  had,  he  gave  into  her  hands ; 

91. 

With  pow'r,  not  only  in  the  wants,  faid  he, 
Which  you  may  have,  to  enjoy  this  and  fpend ; 
But  all  to  have  at  your  full  liberty, 
Squander,  or  cad  away,  or  give,  or  vend  : 
No  future  reckoning  will  I  wifh  to  fee, 
Be,  as  I  leave  you,  at  my  journey's  end  : 
Provided  you  remain,  as  now,  my  fpoufe. 
No  matter  if  I  find  nor  field  aor  houfe. 

92. 
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92. 


La  prega-,  che  non  faecia,  fe  von  fcnfe, 
Ch"  egli  d  fia^  ne  la  citta  dimora  , 
Ma  ne  fa  villa,  ove  piu  agiatamente 
liver  potra  cTogni  cnmntercio  fitora. 
guefto  dicea-,  pero  che  Vumll  genie, 
Che  nel  gregge>  o  ne  i  campi  gli  lavora, 
Non  gli  era  avvifo,  cbe  le  cafte  voglie 
Contaminar  poteffero  a  la  m&glie. 

9?- 

Tenendo  tuttavia  le  belle  bracda 
Al  timido  rnarito  al  collo  Argia, 
E  di  lagrime  ett>pie?idogli  la  facet  a, 
Chy  un  fiumicel  da.  gli  occhi  le  nufcia  j 
S'attrifta,  che  colpevole  la  faccia. 
Come  di  fe  mancata  gia  gli  fa, 
Che  quefla  fua  fofpizion  procedey 
"Per che  non  ha  ne  la  jua  fede  fede. 

94 

Troppo  faray  iio  voglio  ir  rirttembranalo 
CiOy  eh'  al  partir  da  tramendue  fia  detto. 
ll  into  onor,  dice  al  fin,  ti  raccomando  y 
Tiglia  licenza,  e  parteft  in  effetto. 
E  ben  f  fente  veramente,  quandt 
Volge  il  cava//ot  ttfcire  il  cor  del  petto. 
Ella  lo  fegue>  quanta  feguir  puote^ 
Con  gli  occhij  che  le  rigano  le  gote. 

95- 

Adonio  intanto  mifert^  e  tapino, 
E,  come  io  dijji>  pallido-,  e  barbuto 
Verfo  la  patria  avea  prefo  il  caniminoy 
Spcrando  di  non  ejjcr  conofciuto. 
Sul  lago  giunfe  a  la  citta  vicing 
La,  Jove  avea  data  a  la  bifcia  aiuto ; 
C/b'  era  tffediata  entro  la  macchia  forte 
Da  quel  villan,  che  par  la  volea  a  morte. 

96. 

ff^uivi  arrivando  in  sii  faprir  del  giorno^ 
Cti  ancor  jplendaa  nel  cielo  alcana  ftella , 
Si  wde  in  percgrino  abito  adorno 
Venir  pel  lito  incontra  una  dtmzeVa^ 
In  fgnoril  fembiante^  ancor  ch"  intorno 
Non  le  apparijje  ne  fc tidier,  ne  ancella. 
Coftei  con  grata  vifla  lo  raccolfe, 
E  poi  la  lingua  a  tai  parole  fcio/Je. 

9-. 

Se  ben  non  mi  conofci-,  O  cai'a!ieroy 
Son  tua  parentey  e  grands  obbligo  fhaggio : 
Parents  fan,  per  che  da  Cadmo  fiero 
Scende  d*ambedue  not  falto  lignaggio. 
lo  fan  la  Fata  Manto^  che]l  primiero 
Sajfo  mip  a  fondar  queflo  villaggio ; 
E  dal  mio  nome,  come  ben  forfe  hai 
Contare  uditoy  Mantoa  la  uomai. 
VOL.  II. 


92. 


Then,  till  (he  his  arrival  heard,  he  prays, 

She  longer  would  not  in  the  city  ftay, 

But  in  the  country,  where  fhe  might  with  eafe 

Live  from  all  fort  of  commerce  far  away  : 

He  utter'd  this,  becaufe  the  people  bafe, 

Who  plough'd  his  fields,  or  with  his  flocks  did  Aray, 

He  had  confider'd,  never  would  have  &ill 

There  to  contaminate  his  virtuous  fpoufe's  will. 

93- 

Argia,  mean  while,  her  lovely  arms  did  place 
About  the  neck  of  her  affrighted  fpoufe, 
And  with  her  tears  bedewing  all  his  face. 
Which  from  her  eyes  fell  as  a  riv'let  flows ; 
Grieves  that  he  makes  her  guilty  of  difgrace, 
As  if  fh'  'ad  broke  the  faith,  to  him  /he  owes ; 
That  this  his  fad  fufpicion  does  proceed, 
Becaufe  her  truth  he  deems  not  truth  indeed. 

94. 

Too  much  'twould  be  to  recollect  what  pafs'd, 
What  each  at  parting  did  to  t'  other  fay  ; 
My  honour  I  confide,  he  faid  at  laft, 
To  you  :  fo  took  his  leave,  and  went  away  j 
And  felt,  as  round  about  his  horfe  he  caft, 
His  vital  fpirits  in  his  heart  decay ; 
SheJar,  as  fhe  could  follow  him,  perfu  'd 
With  her  fad  eyes,  which  all  her  cheeks  bedew'J. 

95- 

Mean  time  Adonio,  miferable,  poor, 
With  a  long  beard  and  pallid,  as  I  faid. 
Upon  the  road  towards  his  country  bore, 
Of  being  known  by  thofe  he  met,  afraid  ; 
To  the  lake  near  the  city  came  once  more, 
Where  he  before  had  giv'n  the  ferpent  aid, 
That  in  the  thorny  hedge  had  been  way-lay'd 
By  the  fierce  ruflick,  who  it's  death  eflay'd. 

96. 

Arriving  here  juft  at  the  break  of  day, 
When  in  the  heav'ns  fome  ftars  did  yet  appear, 
He  faw,  drefs'd  in  a  foreign  habit  gay, 
A  damfel  on  the  fliore,  who  him  came  near  ; 
Who  an  appearance  princely  did  difplay, 
Tho'  neither  maid,  nor  'fquire,  attended  her : 
She  with  a  grateful  look  did  him  accoft, 
Then  to  fuch  words  as  thefe  her  tongue  {he  loos'd  : 

97- 

Altho'  you  do  not  know  me  well,  Sir  knight ! 
I  am  your  kin,  to  you  great  favour  owe  ; 
Your  kin  :  for  that  of  Cadmus,  fam'd  in  fight, 
We  both  of  us  from  the  high  lineage  flow  : 
The  Fairy  Manto  I ;  who  did  the  fite 
And  firfr,  foundation  to  this  town  bellow  : 
And  from  my  name,  as  doubtlefs  you  muft  hear 
Recounted  oft,  it  Mantua's  name  docs  IL 

Y  y  <;3. 
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De  le  Fate  io  fan  Una  ',  ed  il  fat  ale 
Stato,  perfarti  anco  faper>  ch'importe, 
Nafcetnmo  a  un  puntOj  che  a"  ogn  altro  male 
Siamo  capaci,  fuor  che  de  la  morte. 
Ma  giunto  e  con  yueflo  effer  imwortale 
Condition  non  men  del  morir  forte : 
Ch'  ogni  fettimo  giorno  ognuna  e  certa, 
Che  la  fa  a  forma  in  bifcia  fi  convert  a. 

99. 

11  vederft  coprir  del  brut  to  fcoglio, 
E  gir  ferpendo  e  cofa  tanto  fchiva, 
Che  non  e  pare  al  mondo  altro  cordoglio  j 
Tal  che  beflentmia  ognuna  d'  effer  viva. 
E  FobbligOy  ch'io  t'ho  (per che  ti  voglio 
Inficmcmente  dire  onde  deriva) 
Tu  faprai,  che  quel  dt  per  effer  tali 
Siamo  a  periglio  tfinfiniti  mali. 

100. 

Non  e  si  odiato  altro  animate  in  terra, 
Comelajerpe^  enoi^  chs  n  abbiam  faccia, 
Patimo  da  ciafcuno  oltraggioy  e  guerra  • 
Che,  chi  ne  vede^  ne  percotet  e  caccia. 
Se  non  troviamO)  ove  tornar  fotterra, 
Sentiamo  quanta  pefa  altrui  le  braccia. 
Meglio  faria  poter  morir,  che  rotte} 
E  jlorpiate  reflar  fotto  le  botte. 

101. 

Uobbligo,  ch'  id  t'  ho  grande,  e  ch' una  volt a } 
Che  tu  pa/avi  per  queJF  ombre  amene^ 
Per  te  di  mano  fui  d'vn  villan  tolta, 
Che  gran  travagli  m'avea  dati,  e  pene. 
Se  til  non  eri,  io  non  andava  fciolta, 
Ch'  io  non  portajji  rotto  e  capo,  e  jchiene ; 
E  che  fciancata  non  reftajfi,  e  Jlorta, 
Se  ben  non  vi  potea  rimaner  morta. 

102. 

Perche  quei  giorni,  che  per  terra  il  petto 
Traemo,  avvolte  in  ferpentile  fcorza, 
11  del,  ch'  in  altri  tempi  e  a  not  fczgettO) 
Nega  ubbidirci,  e  prii'e  fiam  di  forza. 
In  altri  tempi  ad  un  fol  nzftro  detto 
Jl  Sol  ft  ferma,  e  la  Jua  luce  ammorza, 
L'  immobil  terra  gtra,  e  muta  loco, 
i" ivfiarnma  il  ghiacciot  e  ft  conge/a  ilfocf. 

103. 

Ora  io  fon  qgt  per  render  ti  mercede 
Del  beneficio,  che  mi  fefli  allora. 
Nrffuna.  grazia  indarno  or  mi  fj  ckiedc-, 
Ch'  io  fon  del  manto  viperino  fuor  a. 
Tre  I'o'te  piti,  che  di  tuo  padre  erede 
Nan  rimanefti^  io  ti  fo  ricco  or'  or  a  } 
Ne  i'»',  che  mai  piu  povero  diventi ; 
AJa  quaiito  fpendi  piifj  che  piu  attgumenti. 


98. 


One  of  the  Fairies  I ;  and  of  our  fate 

So  wond'rous,  that  the  import  you  may  hearr 

To  us  all  ills  to  fuffer  is  innate, 

All  things,  but  death,  w'  are  liable  to  bear  -T 

But  we  have  join'd  to  this  immortal  ftate, 

Condition  hard,  than  death  not  lefs  fevere  j 

That  ev'ry  feventh  day  each  one  is  fure, 

Change  to  a  ferpent's  form  fhe  muft  endure : 

99- 

And  with  a  filthy  fkin  be  cover'd  o'er  ; 
And,  what 's  yet  more  difguftful,  crawl  on  earth- 
No  grief  like  this  can  in  the  world  be  bore; 
That  one  and  all  lament  their  hour  of  birth  : 
The  debt,  I  have  to  you,  and  on  what  fcore 
It  is  derived,  at  once  I  will  fet  forth ; 
By  being  fuch,  you  eafily  may  guefs, 
We  run  the  rifque  of  infinite  diftrefs. 

100. 

No  animal  on  earth  is  hated  fo, 
As  is  the  ferpent :  we,  who  wear  its  face, 
Outrage  and  war,  from  all,  muft  undergo  ; 
Whoever  fees  us,  does  us  flrike  and  chace  : 
If  under  ground  we  find  not  fome  place  low, 
We  feel  how  much  the  arm  of  others  weighs  : 
Better  we  able  were  to  die,  than  broke 
And  maim'd  remain,  beneath  repeated  ftroke. 

101. 

My  debt  fo  great  to  you  is,  that  one  day, 
As  you  pafs'd  by,  along  this  pleafant  fhade, 
From  a  hind's  hands,  by  you,  I  got  away, 
Who  had  great  pain  and  trouble  on  me  lay'd  : 
Were  you  not  there,  I  never  had  got  free, 
But  I  had  fuffer'd  broken  back,  or  head ; 
Lam'd  or  diftorted  there  I  muft  have  been, 
Altho'  incapable  of  being  (lain. 

102. 

For  in  thofe  days,  when  we  our  breafts  to  ground 
Drag  on,  involv'd  with  the  ferpentine  fcales, 
The  heav'ns,  before  in  our  fubjeclion  found, 
Deny  our  pow'r,  nor  more  our  force  prevails  : 
In  other  times,  at  our  word's  awful  found, 
The  fun  ftands  ftill,  his  light,  extinguifh'd,  fails ; 
The  fteady  earth  fhifts  place,  in  circles  goes ; 
Ice  is  inflam'd,  and  fire  itfelf  is  froze. 

103.          - 

Here  am  I  now,  and  to  reward  deilre 
The  benefit,  which  then  you  did  for  me  : 
No  grace  of  me  in  vain  (hall  you  require, 
As  from  my  viper-cov'ring  now  I'm  free ; 
Three  times  more  rich,  than  heir  of  your  dead  fire 
You  once  remain'd,  I  foon  will  make  you  be  : 
Nor  will  I,  you  become  henceforward  poor ; 
The  more  you  fpend,  I  will  fupply  the  more. 

104, 


Canto  43. 

104. 

E  perche  fo,  eke  ne  Fanti 
lii  che  gia.  Amor  favvinfe,  avcor  ti  tro-ji  , 
Voglioti  dimoftrar  I 'or dine ,  e'l  modo, 
Ch'a  disbramar  tuoi  defidcri  glovi. 

10  voglio  or,  che  lontano  il  marito  odo^ 
Che  fenza  indugio  il  ?nio  confglio  provi; 
Vadi  a  trovar  la  donna,  che  dimora 
Fuori  a  la  villa-)  e  faro  teco  to  ancora. 

105. 

E  fcguito  narra?idog!i,  in  che  guifa. 
A  la  fua  donna  vuol->  che  i apprefenti ', 
Diet,  come  veflir,  (ome  precifa- 
mente  abbia  a  dir^  come  la  preghi,  e  tenti  ; 
£  eke  forma  ejffa  vuol  pigliar,  divifa : 
Che,  fuor  che' I  giornoy  ch'erra  tra  ferpenti, 
In  tutti  gli  altri  ft  puo  far,  fecondo 
Che  piit  le  pare,  in  ^uante  forme  ha  il  mvido. 

106. 
Mife  in  abito  lui  di  peregrino, 

11  cpal  per  Dio  di  port  a  in  port  a  accatti : 
Mvtoffitl'.a  in  tin  cane,  il  piit  piccino 

Di  quanti  mat  dahlia  natura  fatti  ? 
Di  pel  litngo,  piit  bianco  eh'  Armellino-) 
Di  grato  afpetto,  e  di  mirabir  atti. 
Cost  trasfgurati  entraro  in  via 
Verfo  la  cafa  de  la  bella  Argia. 

107. 

E  de  i  lavoratori  a  le  cappanne 
Trim*-*  ch' 'altrove,  il  giovene  fermofle ; 
E  comindo  a  Jonar  certe  fue  canne  -y 
Al.  cut  fuono  danzando  il  can  rizzojje. 
La  voce,  e'/  grida  a  la  padrona  vavnej 
E  fece  si,  (he  per  vcder  fi  moffe. 
fece  il  Romeo  chiamar  rte  la  fua  corte, 
Siccome  del  dot  tor  traea  la  forte. 

108. 

E  quiv't  Adonio  a  eomandare  al  cane 
Incornincio,  e  il  cane  a  ubbidir  lui, 
E  far  danze  nojiral-  fame  d'eftrane. 
Con  pajfi,  e  confine jize-,  e  modi  fuij 
E  finalmente  con  maniere  umane 
Far  do,  che  comandar  fapea  colui, 
Con  tanta  attenzion,  (he  chi  lo  mira 
Non  batte  gli  ocelli,  e  appena  il  fata  fpira. 

109. 

Crnn  maraviglia,  ed  indi  gran  dejirc 
Venne  a  la  donna  di  fuel  can  gentile  ; 
E  ne  fa  per  la  Balia  proferire 
Al  cauto  peregrin  prezzo  non  vile. 
S'aveJJi  piu  tejor,  che  mat  ftire 
foteffe  cupidigia  femminile, 
Colui  rifpofe,  non  faria  mercede 
Di  comprar  degna  del  mio  cane  unpiede, 
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104. 


And,  as  you  in  the  former  knot  I  know, 

In  which  love  ty'd  you,  ftill  continue  bound, 

To  you  I  will  the  means  and  order  (how, 

By  which  your  wifh  ftiall  with  fuccefs  be  crown'd  : 

Her  hufband  abfent  now,  I  will,  you  go, 

Immediately  my  counfel's  depth  to  found  : 

Go  find  the  Lady  now,  who  out  of  town 

Now  dwells,  and  conflant  I'll  keep  with  you  on  : 

105. 

And  fo  went  on  to  tell  him  in  what  guife 
He  (hould  prefent  himfelf  unto  the  Fair, 
I  fay,  what  drefs,  what  very  words  precife, 
To  ufe,  and  how  to  move  her  with  his  pray'r : 
What  form  herfelf  would  take  fhe  did  devife  ; 
For  fave,  when  (he  the  ferpent's  (hape  did  wear, 
To  all  the  figures,  which  the  world  could  fliow, 
She,  at  her  will,  the  change  could  undergo. 

106. 

She  him  in  habit  of  a  pilgrim  dreft, 
Who,  for  God's  fake !  afk'd  alms  from  door  to  door ; 
Herfelf  into  a  dog  (he  chang'd,  the  leaft 
Of  all  that  ever  nature  made  before  : 
Long  hair,  more  white  than  ermine  e'er  exprefl, 
With  gefture  ftrange,  a  charming  look  (he  wore ; 
And  thus  transform'd,  they  enter'd  on  their  road, 
Tow'rds  the  angelic  Argia's  abode. 

107. 

But  'mongfk  the  lab'rers,  in  their  cabbins  foun  J, 
Ere  farther  he  went  on,  the  youth  did  ftop, 
And  now  began  fome  certain  reeds  to  found, 
At  which  the  dog,  prepar'd  for  dance,  leapt  up  ; 
The  voices,  fliouts,  did  to  their  miftrefs  bound, 
And  her,  the  raree-fhow  to  fee,  made  hope. 
She  had  the  pilgrim  call'd  into  her  court, 
So  now  drew  on  the  doctor's  haplefs  fort. 

108. 

And  there  Adonio  to  his  dog  command 
Began,  and  fo  the  dog,  him  to  obey  ; 
Our  dances  adl,  and  thofe  of  foreign  land, 
The  ftep  to  do,  or  in  juft  meafure  flay  ; 
In  fine,  like  man  it  feem'd  to  underftand 
Whatever  orders  he  did  on  it  lay ; 
With  fuch  attention  him  all  prefent  faw,          [draw. 
None  wink'd  an  eye,  and  fcarce  their  breath  would 

109. 

Great  wonder,  thence  did  great  defire  invade 
The  lady,  to  obtain  this  dog  fo  nice  ; 
And  for  it  by  her  nurfe  fhe  proffer  made, 
To  the  fly  pilgrim,  of  no  little  price  : 
Had  ye  more  wealth  than  e'er  could  have  allay 'd 
1'he  thirfty  wifh  of  female  avarice, 
So  anfwer'd  he,  'twould  nor  a  fum  make  out 
Worthy  to  purchafe  of  my  dog  one  foot. 
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110. 


E  per  moflrafy  che  veri  i  dctti  foro^ 
Con  la  Bali  a  in  un  canto  fr  riiraffe ; 
J5  dijje  a  I  cane y  ch~  ut:a  marc  a  d'oro 
A  quell  a  donna  in  cortejia  donaffe. 
Scojfcfi  il  canc^  evidefi  il  teforo. 
Dijfe  Adonio  a  la  Balia >  chil  pi^liaffe, 
Soggiugnendo-,  Ti  par  che  prezzo  fat 
Per  cut  it  belt'oj  ed  vtil  cane  io  dia  ? 

Hi. 

Cefa,  tjual  "VOgli  ft  a,  non  gli  dowando-i 
Di  ch'  io  ne  torni  mat  con  le  man  vote ; 
E  quando  perle^  e  quando  an  ell  a  ^ 
Leggiadra  vefte,  e  di  gran  prezzo 
Pur  dt  a  Madonna^  eke  fa  al  fuo  coniando^ 
Per  oro  no,  ch'  oro  pagar  nol  puote  j 
Jlfa,  fe  vuoly  ch1  una  notte  feco  to  giacciay 
jfbbiafi  il  cane,  e'l  fuo  voter  ne  faccia. 

112. 

Cost  dice^  e  ana  gemma  allora  nata 
Le  da->  ch'a  la  padrona  I'apprefesti : 
Pare  a  la  Balia  averne  piu  derrata, 
Che  di  pagar  diece  ducati,  o  vcnti. 
Torn  a  a  la  donna  ^  e  le  fa  rambajciata : 
E  la  conforta  poi3  che  fi  contenti 
D'acquiftare  il  bel  cane  j  ch'  acquiftarlo 
Per  prezzo  pub,  che  non  fi  perdc  a  darlo. 

115. 

La  bell  a  Argia  Jla  ritrofetta  in  prim 'a j 
Parte,  che  la  fua  fe  rompere  non  vitole  j 
Parte,  ch'  ejfer  pojjibile  non  ftima 
Tutto  do,  che  ne  Juonan  le  paro'e. 
La  Balia  le  ricorda^  e  rodey  e  lima, 
Che  tanto  ben  di  rado  awen:?  fuole  j 
E  fe,  che  I* agio  an'  altro  d:  Ji  tolfe, 
Che'l  can  veder  fenza  tanti  occki  volfe. 

114. 

Queft' altro  comparir,  ch"  Adonio  fece, 
Fu  la  rvina-,  e  del  Dot  tor  la  niorte. 
facea.  nailer  le  doble  a  a'iece,  a  diece-) 
filze  di  perle,  e  gemme  d'ogni  jorle. 
St,  che  il  fuperbo  cor  manfutfece  j 
Che  tanto  mtno  a  contraftar  fu  forte, 
Quanta  pot  feppe-,  chs  toftui,  eft  innavts 
Lc  fa  part  Ho,  el  cavalier  fuo  am  ante. 

115. 

De  la  putt  ana  fua  Bal:a  i  conforti  j 
J  preghi  de  1'amante^  e  la  pre fenza  ^ 
11  iWrr,  ch?  guadagno  fe  I'apporti:, 
Del  wifero  Dottor  la  l»nga  abfe»za  ; 
Lo  Jperar3  ch'  alcun  mai  non  Io  rapportf^ 
Tero  a  i  cafti  penjier  tal  '•jioler.za-, 
Ch'ella  accetto  il  bel  cane->  e  per  merccde 

e  in  preda  al  fuo  aviator  fi  diede. 


And  to  prove  clear,  that  he  did  truth  unfold, 
He  drew  the  nurfe  away  with  him  afide, 
And  to  the  dog  faid,  Here,  a  mark  of  gold 
In  courtefy,  for  this  fair  nymph,  provide  : 
The  lap-dog  fhook,  and  forth  the  piece  did  hold, 
And  to  the  nurfe,  Adonio,  Take  it,  cry'd  : 
Adding,  Is  there  a  price,  do  you  believe, 
For  which  this  fine  and  ufeful  dog  I'd  give. 

in. 

Be  what  it  will,  that  I  of  him  demand, 
With  empty  hand  I  never  turn  away ; 
And  fometimes  pearls,  or  rings,  or  veflments  grand, 
Beautiful,  rich,  to  me  he  does  convey  : 
Tell  madam,  he  may  be  at  her  command, 
But  not  for  gold  ;  no,  gold  for  him  can't  pay  : 
But  if  fhe  '11  let  me  lay  with  her  one  night, 
The  dog  is  hers,  to  ufe  as  her  own  right. 

112. 

So  faid  he,  and  a  juft-form'd  jewel  gave, 
That  to  her  Lady  ihe  might  it  prefent ; 
The  nurfe  now  thought  ihe  might  more  treafure  have, 
Than  debt  of  twenty  ducats  would  content : 
Her  miftrefs  now  (he  told  her  errand  brave, 
And  comforts  her  with  this  fo  blefl  event, 
To  get  the  lovely  dog,  feeing  the  coft 
Of  getting  him,  tho'  given,  was  not  loft. 

US- 
Fair  Argia  firft  a  little  wrath  aflum'd, 
Partly,  becauie  her  vow  fhe  would  not  break, 
Part,  as  impoffible  fhe  it  prefum'd, 
That  truth  it  could  be  what  her  nurfe  did  {peak : 
The  nurfe  reminded  her,  and  fretted,  fum'd, 
That  fuch  great  luck  does  rarely  offer  make, 
And  made  her  take  another  day,  with  eafe 
To  fee  the  dog,  without  fo  many  eyes  as  thefe. 

114. 

This  other  vifit,  which  Adonio  made, 
The  Doctor's  death  and  ruin  did  prepare ; 
For  each  piftole  he  twenty  now  difplay'd, 
Ringlets  of  pearls,  and  gems  of  all  forts  rare  : 
So  her  proud  heart  to  melt  he  did  perfuade, 
Which  the  lefs  ftrong  was,  this  attack  to  bear,. 
As  /he  now  knew,  who  play'd  this  party  here, 
Her  former  lover  was,  the  cavalier. 

115.- 

The  exhortation  of  the  ftrumpet  nurfe, 
Her  lover's  prefence  and  intreaties  flrong, 
The  fight  of  fo  much  vantage  to  her  purfe, 
The  miferable  Doctor's  abfence  long, 
The  hopes  that  none  would  e'er  the  tale  rehearie, 
To  her  thoughts,  chafle  before,  did  fo  much  wrong,. 
That  fhe  accepts  the  dog,  and  to  repay, 
Herfelf  into  her  lover's  arms  fhe  gives  a  prey. 

116* 


Canto  43. 

116. 

Adonio  lungamente  frutto  colfe 

De  la  fua  bella  donna  j  a  cut  la*fata 

Grande  amor  pofe,  e  tanto  le  ne  <volfe^ 

Che  fempre  (lar  con  lei  ji  fu  obbligata. 

Per  tutti  i  fegni  il  Sol  prima  fi  volfe, 

Ch'  al  Giudice  licenza  foffe  data  ,• 

Al  fin  torno,  -ma  pien  di  gran  fofpetto, 

Per  yuel,  che  gia  FAftrologo  avea  del  to. 
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116. 

Adonio  for  long  time  enjoy'd  the  fruit 
Of  his  fair  nymph  ;  and  in  fuch  ardent  love 
Tow'rds  him  the  Fairy  fo  her  mind  did  fuit, 
That  ever  to  remain  with  him  fhe  ftrove. 
The  fun  thro'  all  the  figns  firfl  made  his  route, 
Before  the  Judge  had  licence  to  remove  ; 
At  laft  he  comes,  fill'd  with  fufpicion  great, 
For  what  th'  aftrologer  did  once  relate. 


349 


Ftf  j  giunto  ne  la  patria,  il  primo  molo 
A  cafe  de  fAjlrologo,  e  gli  chiede^ 
Se  la  fua  donna  fat  to  inganno^  e  dolo, 
O  pur  feri'ato  gli  abbia  amorey  e  fede. 
Il  fito  fguro  colui  delpolo^ 
Ed  a  tutti  i  pianeti  il.  luogo  diede, 
Poi  rifpofe ;  che  quel,  ch'  avea  temuto. 
Come  predetto  fu,  gli  era  avvenuto ; 

118. 

Che  da  doni  grandijjimi  corrotta 
Data  ad  altri  t'a'vea  la  donna  in  preda. 
<£uejla  al  Dottor  nel  cor  fu  si  gran  botta, 
Che  lanciaj  e  fpiedo  io  vo',  che  ben  le  ceda. 
Per  efferne  piu.  certo,  ne  <va  allotta 
Benche  pur  troppo  a  lo  indo-vino  creda, 
Ov'  e  la  Balia,  e  la  tira  da  parte, 
E  per  faperne  il  certo  ufa  grands  arte. 

119. 

Con  larghi  giri  circondando  prova 
Or  qua,  or  la  di  ritrovar  la  traccia : 
E  da  principio  nulla  ne  ritr&va, 
Co?i  ogni  diligenza,  che  ne  faccia  j 
Ch'  ella,  che  non  avea  tal  cofa  nuova, 
Stava  negando  con  immobil  faccia  j 
£,  come  bene  inftrufta^  piu  fun  mefe 
Tra  il  dubbio^  el  certo  il  fuo  padron  fofpefe. 

1 20. 

Quanta  ctovea  parergli  il  dubbio  buono, 
Se  penfava  il  dolor,  ch'  avria  del  certa ! 
Poi  ch'indartio  provo  con  prego,  e  dono, 
Che  da  la  Balia  il  ver  gli  fojje  aperto  , 
Ne  tocco  tafto,  ove  fentijje  fuono 
Altro  the  falfo ,  come  uom  ken  efperto 
Afpetto,  che  difcordia  vi  veniffe, 
Ch'  ove  femmine  fon,  fan  lid,  e  rijje. 

121. 

E,  come  egli  ajpetto,  cost  gli  avi:?.ine  ,' 
Ch'  al  primo  fdegno,  che  tra  lor  poi 
Senza  fuo  ricercar  la  Balia  venne 
11  tutto  a.  raccontargli,  e  nttlla  tacque. 
Luxgo  a  dir  fora  do,  che' I  cor  foflenne, 
Cotne  la  mente  coflernata  giacque 
Del  Giudice  mefchin  ',  che  fu\  si 
Che  fictte  per  ujlit  fuor  di  fe 
4 


117. 

Soon  as  got  home,  he  inftantly  did  flee 
To  the  diviner's  houfe,  did  him  demand, 
Whether  his  wife  with  fraud  and  treachery 
Had  adted,  or  her  love  and  faith  maintain'd. 
The  polar  fyftem  now  he  did  difplay, 
And  all  the  planets  in  their  ftations  plann'd  ; 
Then  anfwer'd  him,  what  he  fo  much  had  fear'd, 
Had  happen'd  now,  as  was  before  declar'd. 

118. 

That  his  wife,  wrought  upon  by  prefents  great, 
Had  to  another  giv'n  herfelf  a  prey  : 
This  to  the  Doctor  was  a  ftroke  of  weight, 
Nor  lance  or  fpear  could  fuch  fliarp  wound  convey  : 
To  be  more  fure,  he  hurry'd  homeward  {trait, 
Tho'  he  too  much  believ'd  th'  aftrology, 
Where  was  the  nurfe,  and  her  he  took  apart, 
And  to  make  out  the  truth,  he  us'd  all  art. 

119. 

In  compafs  wide  he  went  around  to  prove, 
Now  this  way,  that  way,  how  to  find  the  trace ; 
But  with  the  utmoft  diligence,  he  {trove, 
Could  not  detect  the  outfet  of  the  cafe  : 
For  (he,  who  to  thefe  things  was  us'd  enough,. 
Denying  flood,  with  unembarrafs'd  face, 
More  than  a  month,  as  ih'  'ad  inftructed  been, 
'Twixt  doubt  and  certainty  her  maiter  did  detain- 

120. 

Whate'er  his  doubt  {hould  make  as  good  appear,. 
He  conftru'd  certain  ill,  mov'd  by  his  woe  : 
So  when  in  vain  prov'd  both  his  gifts  and  pray'r, 
To  work  upon  the  nurfe,  the  truth  to  fhow  ; 
He  did  not  touch,  where  he  no  found  could  hear, 
Other  than  f  alfe,  like  one  who  th'  art  did  know, 
He  refted,  till  fome  difcord  might  enfue  : 
Where  women  are,  are  ftrifes  and  quarrels  too* 

121. 

As  he  expected,  fo  it  came  about, 
At  the  firft  anger,  which  betwixt  them  rofe, 
The  good  nurfe  came,  without  his  feeking  out, 
The  whole  related,  all  (he  did  difclofe ; 
Far  from  declaring,  what  his  heart  had  ftnote, 
The  mind  did,  as  in  coniternation,  doze, 
Of  the  poor  Judge  ;  who  thus  opprefs'd  with  wee, 
Was  ready  even  froiu  hiuafelf  to  go. 

122* 
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Canto  43 , 


122. 

E  fi  difpofe  alfin  da  I'na  vinto 
Morir  •  ma  prima  uccider  la  fua  TKOglie  j 
E  eke  fambedue  i  Bangui  unferro  Unto 
Leva/e  lei  di  biafmo,  e  fe  di  doglie. 
Nf  la  citta  fe  ne  ritorna,  fpinto 
Da  cost  furibonde^  e  cieche  voglie. 
Indi  a  la  vilify  un  fuo  fidato  manda-) 
E,  yuavto  cfcguir  debba,  gli  comanda'. 

133. 

Cowanda  al  fervo,  ch'a  la  mogke  Arg'ta 
Torn:  a  la  vitla^  e  in  name  fuo  le  dicaj 
C'lf  egli  s  da  febbre  opprejfi  cost  ria, 
Che  d:  trovarlo  vivo  AVTA  fatica , 
5?  che  fenza  afpsttar  piu  compagnia 
Venlr  dtbba  con  lui,  s'ella  git  e  arnica. 
Verra  j  fa  ben-,  cbe  non  far  a  parola : 
E  che  tra  via  le  feghi  egli  la  gala. 

124. 

A  chiamar  la  padrona  ando  il  famiglio 
fer  far  di  /«',  quaitto  il  Signer  commejje ; 
Dato  prima  al  fuo  can?  ella  ft  piglio 
Monto  a  caval/o,  ed  a  camm'm  ft  weffe. 
JL'avea  il  cane  avvijata  dsl  periglio-^ 
Ma  che  d'andar  per  quefto  ella  non  ftefle  j 
f.h*  avea  ben  dif>gnatoy  e  provveduto^ 
Onds  nel  gran  bijngno  avrebbe  aiuto. 

125. 

J_,evato  ilfervo  del  cammino  s^era} 
E  per  diver  fe,  e  folitarie  ftrade 
A  fludio  capita  su  una  riviera, 
Che  £Ape?inino  in  quejlo  fume  cade  ; 
Overa  Jrofco.,  e  feha  ofcura,  e  ner* 
Lungi  da  vil!ay  e  litngi  da  cittade. 
Gli  parve  loco  tacito^  e  difpoflo 
Per  1'effctto  crude/,  che  gli  fuimpofo. 

125. 

ftajfe  la  fpada,  e  a  la  padrona  difle, 
guanto  commeffo  il  fuo  Signor  gli  avea, 
Si  •che  thiedejje-)  prima  chemorijje^ 
Terdono  a  Dio  d'ogni  fua  colpa  rea. 
Nsn  ti  fo  <#r,  com  ella  fi  coprifle  : 
^uando  if  fervo  ferirlj  ji  credeay 
Pitt  non  la  vide,  e  molto  d'  ogn"  intorno 
L'ande  cercando,  e  alfn  rejlb  conjcorno. 

127. 

Torna  al  padron  con  gran  vergogna^  ed  ontat 
Ttttto  at  ton:  to  infaccia^  t  sbigot£itot 
E  rjnfolito  cafo  gli  raccont*, 
Ch'egli  non  fa,  come  Ji  fa  feguit*. 
Cb'a  fuoi  fervigi  abbia  la  moglie  pronto. 
La  fata  Ma»to,  non  fapea  il  warito  i 
Che  la  Balia,  onde ;/  refto  avea  fapv:oy 
QueJtQ)  wnjoperchf)  git 


122. 


And  overcome  with  wrath,  himfelf  apply'd 
To  die,  but  firft  would  have  his  wife  be  flain, 
And  that  with  both  their  blood  his  dagger  dy'd, 
Would  take  from  her  her  fhame,  from  him  his  pain; 
His  furious  and  blind  wifties  for  his  guide, 
Now  to  the  city  he  returns  again ; 
One  trufty  to  his  villa  does  depute, 
Commanding  him,  what  he  ihould  execute, 

123. 

He  tells  his  man,  To  Argia  my  fpoufe, 
Go,  to  my  vill,  and  in  my  name  relate, 
I'm  with  a  fever  feiz'd,  fo  dangerous, 
Alive  to  find  me  will  caufe  hurry  great; 
To  come  with  you,  if  love  to  me  fhe  owes, 
And  that  for  company  (he  ftiould  not  wait : 
She'll  make  no  words,  but  come,  I  do  not  doubt; 
And  by  the  way  be  fure  you  cut  her  throat, 

124. 

To  call  his  miftrefs  jnow  the  fervant  went, 

His  matter's  ftricl:  commiflion  to  obey  ; 

She  firft  her  fav'rite  dog  to  take  intent, 

-On  horfeback  mounts,  and  on  they  went  their  way : 

The  dog  o'  th'  danger  gave  advertisement, 

But  that  on  this  account  fhe  need  not  ftay : 

That  well  forefeeing,  .a  defign  was  laid, 

Whence,  in  her  greateft  need,  (he  fhould  have  aid. 

I25- 

The  fervant  now  does  the  high  road  forfake, 
By  divers  folitary  ways  does  go  ; 
And  by  defign  arrives  upon  a  lake, 
Which  thro'  the  Ap'nine  to  this  (Iream  does  flow ; 
Where  woods  aaid  forefts  were  obfcure  and  black,' 
Far  from  all  vills,  for  from  all  cities  too  : 
This  filent  place  to  him  feem'd  well  difpos'd 
For  the  fell  aft,  which  on  him  was  impos'd, 

126. 

He  drew  his  fword,  and  to  his  miftrefs  faid, 
What  was  committed  by  his  Lord  to  him, 
That  it  was  fit,  before  her  death,  fhe  pray'd 
Pardon  of  God,  for  ev'ry  guilty  crime  : 
I  can't  tell  how  fhe  fecret  was  convey'd, 
When  he  to  fmite  her  thought  that  it  was  time  : 
No  more  he  fees  her,  tho'  he  went  around 
Searching,  at  length,  but  mock'd,  himfelf  he  found. 

127. 

He  to  his  mafter  turns,  with  great  difgrace, 
With  look  aftonifh'd,  fmitten  with  iurprize, 
And  informs  him  of  the  tmufual  cafe, 
Which  he  could  not  imagine  how  did  rife ; 
That  his  wife  at  her  fervice  ready  has 
'The  Fairy  Manto,  he  did  not  furmife  : 
for  nurfe,  who  did  the  reft  to  him  unfold, 
Thif,  why  I  know  not,  had  not  to  him  told. 

ft*S< 
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128.  128. 

What  fhould  he  do  !  his  injury  extream 
He  ha'  n't  reveng'd,  nor  leflen'd  his  own  pain  i 
What  was  a  mote  before,  is  now  a  beam, 
So  him  it  loads,  fo  much  at  heart  'tis  lain  : 
The  fault  few  knew,  now  does  fo  open  feem, 
He  fears,  without  delay,  'twill  be  made  plain : 
The  firft  might  be  conceal'd  ;  this  fecond  foon 
Thro'  the  whole  world  will  publickly  be  known.- 


Non  fa,  che  far;  the  ne  Voltraggko  grave 
Vendicato  ha,  ne  le  fue  pene  ha  feeme, 
guelj  elf  era  unafefluca,  or  a  e  una  trave, 
Tanto  gli  pefa,  tanto  al  cor  gli  preme. 
L'error,  che  Japean  pochi^  or  ft  aperto  ave, 
Che  fenza  indugio  fi  palefi,  teme. 
Patea  il  primo  celarji,  ma  il  fecondo 
Pubblico  in  breve  fia  per  tut  toil  mondoi 

129. 

Conofce  ben,  che  poi  che  I  cor  fellone 
Avea>  fcoperto  il  mifero  contra  efla, 
Ella  per  non  tornargli  in  foggezione 
Tfalcun  potente  in  man  fi  fard  mejja; 
11  qualfe  la  terra  con  irrijione, 
Ed  ignomivia>del  mar  it  o  ejprejja^ 
E  for  Cc  anco  verra  d'alcuno  in  mano1, 
Che  ne  fa  inftnne  adultero,  e  raffiano. 

130. 

Si  che,  per  rimediarvi,  in  fretta  manda 
Intorno  mejji,  e  lettera  a  cercarne  • 
Chi  in  qtiel  loco^  chi  in  queflo  ne  domanda 
Per  Ldmbardia  fenza  citta  lafciar-ne. 
Poi  va  in  perfona^  e  non  Ji  lafcia  banda, 
Ove  6  non  vada,  d  fnandivi  a  fpiarne: 
Ne  mai  pub  ritrovar  capo,  ne  via 
Di  venire  a  notizia,  che  ne  fa. 

HI. 

Al  fn  chiama  quel  fervo,  a  chi  fu  impofla 
Uopra  crudel,  che  poi  non  e\>be  efetto^ 
E  fa,  che  lo  conduce,  ovenafcofla 
Se  gli  era  Argint  ftccome  gli  avea  detto  ; 
Che  forje  in  yualche  macckia  il  dt  ripofla-) 
La  notte  Jt  ripara  ad  ahun  tetto. 
Lo  guida  il  Cervo,  ove  trovar  Ji  crede 
La  folt-a  felva^  e  vn  gran  palagio  vedc. 

132. 

Fatto-avea  farf  #  l&  fua  F"t&  '» tan-to 
La  bella  Argi*  ton  fubito  lavoro 
J)'  a'.abaftri-un  palagio  per  incanto, 
Dentro,  e  di  fttor  tutto  fregiato  £oro. 
Ne  lingua  air,  ?it  cor  pe?ijar  puo^  quanta* 
jivea  belt  a  di  fuor,  dentro  teforo. 
Quel,  che  ierjera  si  tiparve  beUo 
Del'ntio  Signor,  faria  un  tugurh  a  quello. 

1H- 

Che  di  panni  di  razza,  e  di  cor  tine 
Tejfute  riccamente,  e  a  varie  fogge 
Ornate  cran  le  ^lalle,  e  le  cantinc^ 
Non  fale  pur,  non  pur  camere^  e  logge^ 
Vaptforo,  e  d"argento  fenza  fine, 
Gemine  cavate,  azurre,  e  verdi,  e  rQgge ; 
E  formate  in  grajipiatti,  e  in  coppe,  e 
EJenzafn  d'orot  e  di  (eta  drappi, 

I 


129. 

Full  well  he  knows,  that  fmce  his  heart  fo  foul 
His  wretched  felf  difcover'd  againft  her, 
She,  not  to  turn  again  to  his  controul, 
Herfelf  would  to  fome  potent  hand  transfer, 
Who  fubject,  thro'  the  world,  of  ridicule, 
Would  make  her  hufband,  with  his  fland'rous  jeer; 
Or  elfe  into  the  hands  of  one  might  go, 
Who  'd  prove  adulterer  and  pander  too. 

130. 

So,  this  to  remedy,  does  quick  command, 
To  fearch  her,  letters,  mefTages,  about, 
That  in  this  place  and  t'  other  might  demand,- 
Thro'  Lombardy,  to  leave  no  city  out : 
Then  goes  in  perfon,  and  neglects  no  land, 
But  which  or  he  goes  to,  or  fends  a  fcout  j 
But  never  could  or  fpot  or  road  attain, 
Where  he  intelligence  of  her  could  gain. 

I3I- 

He  calls  his  man,  to  whom  he  did  confide 
The  cruel  work,  which  then  had  no  effecl:;- 
Bid  him  conduct  him,  where  herfelf  did  hide 
Argia,  in  manner,  as  he  did  detect  ; 
As  in  fome  hedge  by  day  (he  might  abide, 
And  to  fome  houfe,  by  night,  her  fteps  direct; 
Where  he  fuppos'd,  the  fervant  did  him  guide, 
To  find  a  wood,  and  a  grand  palace  fpy'd. 

132. 

Mean  time  fair  Argia  her  Fairy  made 
A  palace  build  her,  with  laborious  hafle, 
Of  alaba&er,  by  enchantment  lay'd, 
The  infide  and  the  out  with  gold  all  grac'd.- 
Heart  cannot  think,  by  tongue  it  can't  be  faid, 
Within,  without,  the  richnefs  and  the  tafte : 
What,  yeiterday,  by  you  fo  fine  was  thought, 
That  of  my  Lord  would  be  to  this  a  cot. 

J33- 

With  tapeftry  glowing  with  grand  defign, 
With  curtains  richly  wove  in  nicefl  loom, 
The  very  vaults,  the  very  flables  fhine  : 
Not  only  halls,  the  lodges,  ev'ry  room 
Were  ftor'd  with  gold  and  filver  vafcs  fine  ; 
Gtms  hollow'd  out,  blue,  green,  and  crhnibn  bloom, 
Into  great  cups,  and  plates,  and  bafors  maJe; 
And,  without  end,  the  cloth  or  g-jJJ  's 
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134. 

ll  Giudice,  ficcome  to  vi  Jicea, 

Venne  a  qusflo  palagio  a  Jar  di  petto  ; 

Quando  w  una  cat  anna  fi  crejea 

Di  fitrovjr,  ma  folo  il  fafo  fchietto. 

Per  fait  a  marai-t^lia,  che  tiavza, 

Effir  ji  credea  ufcito  £intc!letto. 

Non  fapea,  fe  fojfe  ebro.,  b  fe  fognajfe, 

O  fur  fel  cervel  fcetno  a  -volo  andajfi. 

!•#• 

Vede  innanzi  a  la  port  a  uno  Etiopo 
Con  nafo.,  e  labri  grojji,  e  let  gli  e  awvifoy 
Che  n'in  ll&lejje  ma:  prima.,  ne  d->pO 
Un  cosi  f)z&0)  e  difpiacei'01  <vifa  j 
foi  di  fittezze,  yual  ft  pinge  Efopo, 
D'aftriftarj  fe  vi  fojfe,  il  Pafadifb  \ 
Btfunto,  e  fporco^  e  cTabito  nicndico^ 
Ne  a  mezzo  ancor  di  fua  bruttezza  io  dico. 

136. 

Anjelmo^  che  non  vede  altro,  da  ctti 
Po]fa  faper,  di  chi  la  cafa  fia^ 
A  lui  f'accofta,  e  ne  domanda  a  /«;; 
Ed  el  rifgonds  :  Quefta  eg  fa  e  mi  a. 
ll  Giudice  e  ben  certo,  cbe  colui 
Lo  beffiy  e  che  gli  dica  la.  bugia : 
Ma  con  fcongiuri  il  Negro  adaffsrware^ 
Che  fua  e  la  cafay  e  ch'  altri  nan  v' 'ha  a  fart. 

137- 

E  g//  offerifce,  fe  la  vital  vedere^ 
Che  dentro  11  ad  a  ^  e  cere  hi  come  1'Oglia  j 
E,  fe  vba  cofa,  che  gli  ft  a  in  piacere, 
O  per  fe,  o  per  gli  amia,  fe  la  toglia. 
Diede  il  cavallo  al  Jervo  fuo  a  tenere 
Anfelmo^  e  mife  il  pie  dentro  a  la  foglia ; 
E  per  faie,  e  per  camere  condutto 
Da  bajfj)  e  £alto  ando  rtnrando  il  tutto 

138. 

La  forma,  il  Jito,  il  ricco,  e  bel  lavoro 
Va  coKfemp/ana'o,  e  lornamento  regio  j 
£  fpejjo  dice :   Non  potria^  quant'  oro 
E  fotto  il  Sol  pagare  il  loco  egregio. 
A  quejlo  gli  njponde  il  brutto  Moro  • 
E  dice :  E  quefto  ancor  troi'a  il  fuo  pregio  j 
Se  non  £oro^  o  d'argento^  nondimeno 
Pagar  h  puo  quelj  che  >vi  cofta  menu. 

139. 

E  gli  fa  la  medefima  richiefta, 
Ch1  avea  gia  Adonio  a  la  fua  moglie  fatta. 
De  la  brutta  domanda-,  e  difonefta 
Perfona  lo  Jtimo  beftiale,  e  matt  a. 
Per  tre  repulfe,  e  yuattro  etfi  non  rejta  • 
E  tanti  modi  a  pcrfuaderlo  adatta^ 
$empre  offerendo  in  merito  il  pat 'agio ', 
Che  fe  inchinarlo  al  fuo  voler  malvagh. 


The  Judge,  as  now  to  you  I  did  relate, 

As  he  came  on,  this  fumptuous  palace  found, 

Where  not  a  fmgle  hut  he  thought  to  meet, 

But  a  mere  foreft  lonely,  all  around  : 

The  vaft  aftonifhment  he  had,  to  fee't, 

Made  him  conceive  his  judgment  was  not  found  : 

If  drunk  he  were,  or  dreamt,  he  knew  not  right, 

Or  if  his  brain  now  wild  had  ta'en  it's  flight. 

An  Ethiop  he  faw  before  the  door, 
With  nofe  and  lips  fo  grofs,  that  well  he  knew 
He  never  did,  in  his  whole  life  before, 
A  face  fo  ugly  and  fo  mocking  view  : 
His  fhape  was  fuch,  as  ^fop's  picture  bore, 
He  would  make  Paradife  a  place  of  rue  ; 
'  Greafy  and  filthy,  like  a  beggar  drefs'd  ~, 
Nor  half  his  naftinefs  have  I  exprefs'd. 

136. 

Anfelmo,  as  he  faw  none  elfe  at  hand, 

Whence  he  the  owner  of  this  houfe  might  know, 

Accofted  him,  and  did  of  him  demand  ; 

And  he  reply'd,  This  houfe  is  mine,  I  trow  : 

The  Judge  did  this  as  banter  underftand, 

And  that  a  lye  he  told  in  faying  fo  ; 

But  with  an  oath  the  negro  vow'd,  'twas  true, 

That  'twas  his  houfe  ;  none  elfe  had  there  to  do. 

137. 

And  offers  him,  if  he's  inclin'd  to  fee, 
He  may  go  in  and  fearch,  his  pleafure  ufe ; 
And  if  there's  any  thing  might  grateful  be, 
Or  to  himfelf  or  friends,  to  pick  and  choofe  : 
Anfelm  his  horfe  gave  to  his  equerry 
To  hold,  fo  mounts  the  fteps,  and  in  he  goes, 
And  thro'  the  hall,  and  thro'  the  chambers  led, 
From  high  to  low,  with  wonder  all  furvey'd. 

138. 

The  form,  the  fite,  work  pompous  to  behold, 
He  meditates,  each  princely  ornament ; 
And  often  fays,  Sure  cannot  all  the  gold 
Beneath  the  fun,  this  place's  price  content : 
At  this  the  filthy  Moor  in  anfwer  told, 
And  yet  for  this  a  price  you  may  invent ; 
If  not  of  gold  or  filver,  ne'erthelefs 
Pay  for  't  you  may,  with  what  will  coft  you  lefs. 

!39- 

And  then  he  made  to  him  the  fame  requeft, 
Adonio  to  his  wife  propofed  had ; 
He  at  that  offer  vileft,  filthieft, 
Deem'd  him  a  perfon  beaftly,  and  quite  mad  : 
For  three  or  four  repulfes  he  'd  not  reft, 
But  various  methods  try'd,  him  to  perfuade ; 
For  a  reward  his  palace  off'ring  flill, 
.Which  now  inclin'd  him  to  his  horrid  will. 

140* 
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140. 


La  moglle  Argia,  chejlava  apprej/o  afcofat 
Poi  che  to  vide  nel  fuo  error  caduto, 
Salto  fuora  gridando  ;  Ah  degna  cofa, 
Cb'io  veggio  di  Dottor  faggio  tenuto, 
Trovato  in  si  mal'opra  e  viziofa : 
Penfa,  fe  roffb  far  Ji  debbe,  e  mutt. 
O  terra,  accio  tift  gettaj/e  dentro, 
Perche  allor  non  t'aprijii  infmo  al  centra  ? 

141. 

La  donna  in  fuo  difcarco,  ed  in  vergogna 
D'  Anfelmo,  il  capo  gfintrono  di  gridi^ 
Dicendo  ;  Come  te  punir  bifogna 
f)i  qucl.  che  far  con  si  vil  uom  ti  vidi', 
Se  perfeguir  quel,  che  natura  agogna, 
Me,  vinta  a  preghi  del  mio  amante,  xccidi, 
Ch'era  bello,  e  gentll;  e  tin  dono  tale 
Mi  fe,  c/Sa  quel  nulla  il  pa /agio  vale  ? 

142. 

S'io  ti  parvi  ejjer  degna  d"una  morte, 
Conofci,  che  ne  fei  dcgno  di  cento  ; 
E  bench' in  quefto  loco  iofia  si  forte, 
Ch'io  poffa  di  te  fare  il  mio  talent o ; 
Pure  io  non  vo  pigliar  di  pegglor  forte 
Altra  vendetta  del  tuo  fallimento : 
Di  par  I'avere,  e'l  clar,  marito,  poni  : 
Fa,  cotn'io  a  te,  che  tu  a  me  ancor  perdoni, 

H3- 

E  Jia  la  pace,  e  fia  faccordo  fatta, 
Ch1  ogni  paj/ato  error  vada  in  obblio ; 
Afc  ch' in  parole  io  poj/a  mai,  ne  in  atto 
Ricordarti  il  tuo  error,  ne  a  me  tu  il  mio. 
Al  marito  ne  parve  aver  buon  patto, 
Ne  dimo/lrojji  alperdonar  rejiio. 
Cost  a  pace,  e  concordia  ritornaro, 
E  fempre  poi  fu  Vuno  a  I'altro  caro. 

144. 

Cos]  dijje  il  Nocchiero ;  e  moj/e  a  rifo 
Rinaldo  al  fin  de  la  fua  iJJoria  un  poco ; 
E  diventargli  fecea  un  tratto  il  vifo 
Peronta  del  Dottor  comediforo. 
Rinaldo  Argia  molto  lodo,  ch'awifo 
Ebbe,  d'alzare  a  qnello  augello  un  gioco, 
Ch'a  la  medefma  fete  fe  caj'callo, 
In  che  cadde  ella,  ma  con  minor  fallo. 

145-. 

Poi  che  piu  in  alto  il  Sole  il  cammin  prefe, 
Fe  il  Paladino  apparecchiar  la  menfa, 
Ctfavea  la  notte  il  Mantuan  corteje 
Pro-villa  con  larghiffima  dijpenfa. 
Fugge  a  fttiijira  infant o  il  bel  paefe, 
Ed  a  man  dejlra  la  palude  immenja. 
Yiene,  e  fuggefi  Argenta,  e'l  Juo  git  cue 
Col  It  to,  ove  Santerno  il  capo  pc,ne. 
VOL.  II. 


140. 


Argia  his  wife,  who  there  hard-by  did  hide, 
FalPn  in  fuch  fault  when  (lie  difcover'd  him, 
Leap'd  forth :  Ah  !  worthy  aft,  I  fee,  ftie  cry'd, 
Of  dodlor  deem'd  fo  fage  in  former  time  ! 
Think,  if  he  dumb  mufl  be,  with  crimfon  dy'd, 
Caught  in  fuch  vicious  and  detefled  crime ! 
O  earth !  that  to  you  he  himfelf  might  heave, 
Why  to  your  centre  did  you  then  not  cleave  ? 

141. 

Madam  in  her  difcharge,  and  to  his  fhame, 
Anfelmo's  ears  did  with  her  cries  furround  : 
For  you,  faid  (he,  what  judgment  muft  we  name, 
In  fuch  vile  act,  with  fuch  vile  monfter  found, 
If  me  for  following  of  nature's  aim, 
And  yielding  to  my  lover's  pray'rs,  you'd  wound, 
Who  fine,  genteel,  a  prefent  made  fo  rare, 
To  it  this  palace  nothing  can  compare  ? 

142. 

If  of  one  death  to  you  I  worthy  feem, 
That  you  are  of  a  hundred  worthy,  know  : 
And  tho'  I  in  this  place  fo  pow'rful  am, 
That  I  to  you  my  utmoft  will  can  do ; 
Yet  will  not  I,  to  your  ill-fated  (hame, 
For  your  fid  failing,  farther  vengeance  (how : 
Alike  to  give  and  take,  Spoufe,  let's  sgree, 
As  I  do  you,  you  alfo  pardon  me. 

143- 

Let  there  be  peace,  agreement  made,  in  facl, 
To  cafl  paft  errors  in  oblivion,  join, 
That  I  in  words  may  never,  or  in  aft, 
Upbraid  you  of  your  fault,  you  me  of  mine : 
The  hu(band  feem'd  to  have  a  good  compaft, 
Nor  (how'd  himfelf  this  pardon  to  decline : 
So  they  return  to  peace,  and  concord  (hare, 
And  were  hereafter  to  each  other  dear. 

144. 

Thus  fpoke  the  mariner,  and  to  a  fmile 
Rinaldo,  at  his  ftory's  end,  let  loofe, 
Altho'  in  (hame  his  vifage  for  a  while 
Like  fire,  with  blu(hes,  for  the  Doftor,  glows  : 
Rinaldo  Argia  greatly  prais'd,  whofe  guile 
To  catch  her  bird  had  fuch  a  pit-fall  chofe, 
That  in  the  felf-fame  net  he  fliould  be  caught, 
In  which  (he  fell,  altho'  with  fmaller  fault. 

145. 

When  the  fun  made  his  way  to  greater  height, 
The  Paladin  bid  them  the  cloth  prepare, 
The  courteous  Mantuan  had,  over-night, 
Provifions  put  on  board  in  copious  (hare  ; 
Now  the  fine  country  on  their  left  took  flight^ 
And  on  the  right  to  th'  madh  immenfe  they  bear : 
Argenta  flys  them  with  its  fpacious  round, 
And,  on  thelhore,  they  cape  Santerno  found. 
Z  z  1. 
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146. 

Allora  la  Bajlia  credo 

Di  che  non  troppofi  vantar  Spagnuoli 

D'avervi  sit  tenuta  la  bandiera ; 

Ala  piu  da  pianger  n'banno  i  Romagnuoli, 

E  quindi  a  filo  a  la  dritta  rivlera 

Cacciano  il  legno,  efan  parer,  cbe  voti. 

Lo  volgon  poi  per  tinafojja  morta, 

Ch'a  mezzo  diprej/b  Ravenna  il  porta. 

J47 

Benche  Rinaldo  con  pocbi  danari 
FoJJefovente ;  pur  n'avea  si  a/Iora, 
Cbe  cortejia  nefece  a  marinari 
Prima  che  II  lajciaj/e  a  la  buon'ora. 
Quindi mutando  bejiie,  e  cavallari 
A  Rimino  pafso  la  f era  ancora ; 
2^e  in  Montefiore  ajpetta  il  mattutino, 
£  quaji  a  par  col  So  I  giunge  in  Urbino. 

148. 

£)uivi  non  era  Federico  allora, 
Ne  Elifabetta,  rit'1  buon  Guido  v'era, 
Ne  Francefco  Maria,  ne  Leonora? 
Cbe  con  cortefe forza,  e  non  altera 
AveJJ'e  ajhetto  afarfeco  dimora 
Sifamofo  guerrier  piu  d'una  fera ; 
Come  fer  gia  molti  anni,  ed  oggi  fanno 
A  donne,  e  a  cavalier  y  cbe  di  la  vanno. 

149. 

Poi  cbe  quivi  a  la  briglia  alcun  nolprende, 
Smonta  Rinaldo  a  Cagli  a  la  via  dritta, 
Pel  monte,  che  I  Mctauro,  o  il  Gauno  fende^ 
PaJJa  Apennino,  epiu  nan  I'ba  a  man  ritta  ; 
PaJJa  gli  Ombri,  e  gli  Etrufci,  e  a  Romafcende; 
Da  Roma  a  OJlia ;  e  quindi  fe  tragitta 
Per  mare  a  la  cittade,  a  cui  commife 
11  pietofo  Jigliuol  I'oJJa  d'  Anchife. 

150. 

Muta  ivi  legno,  e  verfo  I'ifolctta 
Di  Lipadufa,  fa  ratio  levarfi; 
Quella,  cbe  fu  da  i  camba ttenti  eletta, 
Ed  o-ve  giajtati  erano  a  trovarji. 
Infta  Rinaldo,  ed  i  nocchieri  affretta, 
C/j'a  vela,  e  a  remi  fan  do,  che  piio  fajrfi: 
Ma  i  venti  avverfi,  e  per  lul  mal  gagliardi 
Lo  fear  (madipoco)  arrivar  tardi. 

151. 

Giitnfe,  cb'a  punto  il  Principe  a"Anglante 
Fatta  avea  I'litiTopra,  e  gloriofa  ; 
Avea  GradaJJ'o  uccijo,  edAgramants, 
Ma  con  dura  viitoria,  e  fanguinofa. 
Alcrio  n'era  il  Jigliuol  di  Monodante ; 
E  di  grave  percojfa,  e  perigliofa 
Stava  Olivier  languendo  in  su  1' arena  ; 
£  del  pi}  guajlo  yvw  mar  tire,  e  pena. 


146. 

As  I  believe,  there  Baftia  was  not  then, 

Of  which  the  Spaniard  not  too  much  can  boaft, 

That  on  it  they  their  ftandard  did  maintain  : 

But  molt,  Romagnians  might  lament  it  loil  : 

Thence  in  a  line,  the  river  ftrait  to  gain, 

They  drive  their  bark,  as  if  they  wings  could  boalt : 

After,  they  fleer  along  the  Handing  lake, 

And,  by  mid-day,  near  to  Ravenna  make. 

147. 

With  little  money  tho'  Rinaldo  went 
Moft  ufually,  fufficient^had  he  now, 
With  courtefy,  the  failors  to  prefent, 
Before  he  left  them,  with  his  kind  adieu : 
Changing  his  horfe,  and  his  accoutrement, 
Before  'twas  night,  he  Rimini  pafs'd  thro' : 
Nor  inMontflora  would  till  morn  remain, 
But  by  fun-rifmg  did  Urbino  gain. 

148. 

At  that  time,  bounteous  Fred'ric  was  not  here, 
Nor  here  good  Guido,  Ifabel  abide, 
Nor  Frances  Mary,  Leonora  fair, 
Who,  with  a  courteous  force,  devoid  of  pride, 
Would  have  conflrain'd,  with  her  to  tarry  there, 
This  famous  warrior,  fome  nights  to  refide : 
As  many  years  they  did,  and  now  they  do, 
To  Ladies  and  to  knights,  who  this  way  go. 

149. 

As  none  was  there  his  bridle  to  receive, 
At  Cagli  in  his  way  he  did  alight, 
By  th'  mount,  which  does  Metaur  and  Gauno  cleave, 
Pafs'd  th'  Apennine,  nor  land  has  on  his  right, 
Thro'  Humbria,  Tufc'ny,  did  to  Rome  arrive, 
From  Rome  to  Oflia :  on  a  bark  does  light, 
And  to  that  city  voyages,  where  down 
Were  lay'd  Anchifes  bones,  by  his  religious  fon. 

150. 

Here  chang'd  his  bark,  and  tow'rds  the  iiland  goes 
Of  Lipadufe,  with  expedition  great : 
The  which  had  by  the  combatants  been  chofe, 
And  where  they  now  were  by  agreement  met : 
Rinald  impatience  to  the  failors  Ihows, 
To  ply  their  oars,  and  all  their  fails  to  fet : 
But  adverfe  winds,  'gainfr.  him  too  flrong  did  blow, 
Made  his  arrival  prove  a  little  How. 

151. 

He  came  jufl  when  the  hero  of  Anglant 
Such  glorious,  and  fuch  ufeful  work  had  done  j. 
Had  both  Gradaflb  (lain,  and  Agramant ; 
But  hard  and  bloody  was  the  conqueft  wont 
For  dead  was  the  brave  fon  of  Monodant ; 
And,  with  a  dangerous  concullion, 
Olivier  languid  on  the  flrand  was  lain, 
With  his  foot  broke,  ia  torment  and  in  pain. 

152, 
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152. 

Tener  nonpote  il  Conte  afciutto  il  vtfo, 
ghtando  abbraccib  Rinaldo,  e  che  narrolliy 
Che  gli  erajlato  Brandimarte  uccifo, 
Che  tanta  fede,  e  tanto  amor  portolli. 
Ne  men  Rinaldo,  quando  si  divifo 
Vide  il  capo  a  I'  arnica,  ebbe  occhl  molli  : 
Poi  quindi  ad  abbra:i:iarji  fu  condotto 
Olivier  ,  che  JeJ.ea  col  piede  rotto. 

J53- 

La  confolazion,  cbefeppe,  tuttz 
Die  /sr,  benche  per  ft  tor  non  la  poj/a  j 
Che  giunto  fe  vedca  quivi  a  le  frutta^ 
Anzl  poi  che  la  menfa  era  rimojja. 
Andaro  i  fervi  a  la  citta  dijlrutta  ; 
E  di  GradaJJb,  e  £  Agramante  fojja 
Ne  le  ruine  afcofer  di  Biferta. 
E  quivi  divulgar  la  coj'a  certa. 


De  la  vittoria,  ch'avea  avitto  Orlando^ 
S'  allegro  AJlolfo^  e  Sanfonetto  molto  ; 
Non  si  per  o,  come  avrian  fattoy  quandi 
NonfoJJe  a  Brandimarte  il  lume  tolto. 
Sentirlui  morto,  il  gaudio  va  fcemando 
S>,  cbe  non  ponno  ajjerenare  il  volto. 
Orchifara  di  /cr,  ch'annunzio  voglia 
A  Fiordiligi  dar  di  si  gran  doglia  ? 

155- 

La  notte,  che  precejfc  a  quejlo  giorno, 
Fiordiligi  fogno,  che  quella  vejla, 
Che  per  mandarne  Brandimarte  adornot 
Avea  trapunta,  e  dijua  man  contejla  j 
Vedea  per  mezzo  fparfa  d'ogn'intorno 
Di  gocce  reffe,  a  guifa  di  tempt/la. 
Parea^  che  di  fua  man  tosi  I'avejfe 
Ricamata  ella,  e  poife  ne  dolej/e. 

156. 

E  parea  dir  :  Pur  bammi  il  Signor  mio 
Commeffo,  ch'io  lafaccia  tutta  nera. 
Or  perch}  dunque  ricamata  holl'io 
Contra  fua  voglia  in  si  Jlrana  manlcra  ? 
Di  quefto  fogno  fe  giudicio  rio  ; 
Poi  la  novella  giunfe  quellafera. 
Ma  tanto  AJlolfo  afcofa  gliela  tenne 
Ch'a  lei  con  Sanfonetto  fe  ne  venne. 

157- 

Tojlo  ch'entraro,  e  ch'clla  loro  ilvifo 
Vide  di  gaudio  in  talvittoria  privo  ; 
Scnz'altro  annunziofa,  fenz'ahro  avvifo 
Cbe  Brandimartt'fuo  non  e  piu  vivo. 
Di  do  le  rejla  il  cor  coil  conquifo, 
E  cosi  gli  occhl  banno  la  luce  a]cbivot 
E  cosi  ogrf  altro  fenfo  fe  le  ferra, 
Che^  comemorta^  undar  fi  lafcia  in  terra, 


152. 

The  Count  could  not  his  vifage  dry  retain, 
When  he  embrac'd  Rinald,  and  told  his  woe, 
How  his  dear  Brandimarte  there  was  flain, 
Who  fo  much  love  and  faith  us'd  him  to  fhow : 
Nor  lefs  Rinaldo,  when  he  cleft  in  twain 
Saw  his  friend's  head,  fuffer'd  his  tears  tovflow. 
Then  that  they  might  embrace,  him  thence  he  took 
To  Olivier,  fitting  with  foot  fo  broke. 

All  confolation,  that  he  could  exert, 

He  gave  to  them,  but  for  himfclf  took  none : 

For  there  he  faw,  he  came  to  the  deiert, 

Or  rather  when  the  table's  felf  was  gone : 

To  the  fpoil'd  city  fervants  now  revert, 

Gradaflb's,  Agramante's  bodies  foon 

They  in  the  ruins  of  Biferta  laid, 

And  thence  the  certain  news  about  was  fpread. 

154. 

For  the  brave  conqueft,  by  Orlando  won, 
Much  joy  Aftolfo,  Sanfonetto  had  ; 
But  not  of  fuch  fort,  as  they  would  have  fhown, 
If  their  brave  Brandimart  had  not  been  dead : 
His  death  leflen'd  their  joy,  when  thought  upon, 
So  that  their  looks  could  not  ferene  be  made : 
Which  of  them  now  would  with  the  meflage  go, 
To  Flordilege  convey  fuch  difmal  woe  ? 

The  night  preceding  this  fo  fatal  day, 
Flordilege  had  a  dream,  that  the  fame  coat, 
Which,  to  fend  Brandimart,  fhe  had  made  gay, 
With  knots  had  mark'd,  and  with  her  own  hand 
She  faw  quite  thoroughfprinkled  ev'ry  way,  [wrought, 
As  in  a  ftorm,  with  many  a  crimfon  fpot ; 
With  her  own  hand  fhe  had,  as  fhe  conceiv'd, 
Adorn'd  it  thus,  and  after  for  it  griev'd. 

156. 

She  thought  fhe  faid ;  My  Lord  you  order'd  me, 
That  I  fhould  make  your  drefs  all  over  black ; 
Why,  'gainft.yourwill,  thefefpocsof  embroid 1'ry, 
Therefore  in  fuch  ftrange  manner  did  I  make  ? 
Of  omen  ill  fhe  judg'd  this  dream  to  be, 
The  fatal  news  that  evening  came  back : 
But  it  awhile,  Aftolfo  to  fecrete, 
To  come  with  him  did  Sanfonetto  get. 

When  they  came  in,  and  fhe  their  looks  did  view, 
For  i'uch  great  victory,  of  joy  depriv'd : 
Without  more  mefTage  or  advice,  fhe  knew, 
That  her  dear  Brandimart  no  longer  liv'd : 
This  in  fuch  way  her  fpirits  overthrew, 
So  painful  to  her  eyes  the  light  arriv'd, 
And  fo  from  her  all  other  fenfe  was  fled, 
She  funk  to  earth,  juft  like  a  body  dead. 

Z  z  2  ic8. 


356 


ORLANDO 

158. 

Al  tornar  de  to  fpirto,  ella  a  le  cbiome 
Caccia  la  mano  ;  ed  a  le  belie  gate, 
ludarno  ripetendo  II  car  o  name, 
Fa  danno  ed  onta,  piu  chefar  lor  puote  ; 
Stracciai  capelli,  e  fparge  ;  e  grit  la,  came 
Donna  talor,  che'l  Demon  rio  per  cote  j 
O  come  s'ode,  cbe  gia  afuon  di  corno 
Menade  corfe^  ed'aggirojjl  intorno. 

159. 

Or  quejio,  or  quel  pregando  va,  cbe  port* 
Le  Jia  un  colt  el,  si  cbe  nel  cor  Ji  fera, 
Or  correct  vuol  la,  dove  il  legno  in  pirto 
De  i  duo  Signor  dcfunti  arrivato  era  j 
£  de  Funo  e  de  Valtro  cos}  rnorto 
Far  crudojirazio,  e  vendetta  acra  efiera  : 
Or  vuol  pajjare  il  mare,  e  cercar  tantOj 
Che  poffa  alfuo  Signor  morire  a  canto. 

1  60. 

Dehy  percbe  Brandimarte  tl  lafciai 
Senza  me  andar  a  tanta  imprefa  ?  dijje  ; 
l/edendoti  partir,  non  fu  piu  mai, 
Che  Fiordiligi  tua  non  tl  feguiffe. 
Tavrei  giovate,  s'ioveniva,  aj/ai, 
Cb'a'vrei  tennte  in  te  le  luci  fiffe  ; 
E  fe  Gradaffo  avejji  dietro  avutoy 

Con  un  fol  grido  favrei  data  aiuto. 
161. 

O  forfe  ejjerpotreijtata  si  prejla^ 

Ctfentrando  in  mezzo,  il  colpo  favrei  to/to  j 

Fattafcudo  t'avrei  con  la  mia  tejia  ; 

Che  morendo  io,  non  era  il  danno  molto. 

Ognl  modo  io  morro;  ne  Jia  di  quejla 

Dolente  morte  alcun  profttto  colto  j 

Che,  quanda  io  fojji  morta  in  tua  difefat 

Non  potrei  meglio  aver  la  vita  fpefa. 
162. 

Se  pur  adaiutarti  i  durifati 

Jvejjlavkti,  e  tut  to  il  cielo  awerfa  ; 

G!i  ultimi  bad  almeno  io  favrei  dati  ; 

Almen  t'avrei  di  pianto  il  vifo  afperfo  j 

E  prima,  cbe  con  gli  Angeli  beati 

FoJJ'e  Io  j  pirto  alfuo  Fa  ft  or  converfa, 

Detto  gli  avrei  :  Va  in  pace,  e  la  niafyetta^ 

Ch'ovunquefeiy  fan  per  feguirti  infretta. 
163. 

E  quejlo,  Brandimarte,  e  queflo  il  Regno, 

Di  cbe  pigliar  Io  fcettro  era  dovevi? 

Or  cos]  teco  a  Dammogir  e  io  vegno  ? 

Con  nel  Re.al  feggio  mi  ricevi  ? 

Ab  Fortuna  crudel,  quanta  difegno 

Mi  rompi,  ob  cbe  fperanza  oggi  mi  kvi. 

Deb,  cbe  cejfb  io,  p'A  c'ho  perduto  queflo 

Tanto  mi)  ben,  ctfia  nmperdo  an&  il  rejlo  ? 


F  U  R  I  O  S  O. 


When  fpirits  did  return,  into  her  hair 
She  plung'd  her  hands,  and  in  her  lovely  cheek ; 
In  vain  repeating  ftill  his  name  fo  dear, 
All  hurt  and  mifchief  to  herfelf  did  make, 
She  Icream'd,  and  her  torn  locks  cafl  into  air, 
As  woman,  whom  the  horrid  fiend  does  {hake  : 
Or  jufl  as  when  fhe  hears  the  horn's  flu  ill  found, 
Bacchus's  prieftefs  runs,  and  wheels  sround. 

159. 

Now  one  and  t'other  {he  perfu'd,  and  pray'd 
They'd  bring  a  knife,  that  fhe  her  heart  might  pierce : 
Now  runs  to  th'  port,  where  was  the  veflel  lay'd, 
Which  of  each  King  defunfl  had  brought  the  coarfe : 
And  both  of  them  would  tear  to  bits,  tho'  dead, 
To  take  of  them  her  vengeance  fharp  and  fierce  : 
Now  fhe  would  pafs  the  Tea,  that  fhe  might  try, 
If  fhe  could  find  her  Lord,  and  near  him  dye. 

1 60. 

Why  Brandimart,  faid  fhe,  did  I  permit 
You  to  fuch  enterprize  without  me  go  ? 
Seeing  you  go,  nothing  could  be  more  fit, 
Than  that  your  Flordilege  fhould  follow  too  : 
Well  for  your  help  my  coming  would  have  hit, 
For  I'd  have  kept  my  eyes  ftill  fix'd  on  you  : 
And  if  GradafTo  had  behind  you  play'd, 
With  one  fole  cry  I  fhould  have  giv'n  you  aid. 

161. 

Or  elfe  perhaps  I  might  have  us'd  fuch  fpeed, 
Rufhing  betwixt  you,  to  take  off  the  blow, 
For  yours  have  made  a  fhield  of  my  own  head,. 
As  dying  I  fhould  not  have  caus'd  mu.cn  woe. 
By  all  means  I  fhould  dye,  nor  would  proceed, 
From  my  poor  death,  leajft  profit  to  the  foe ; 
For  if  I  had  been  dead  in  your  defence, 
My  life  could  not  be  fold  at  more  expence. 

162. 

But  if  the  fates  fevere  me,  you  to  aid, 
Would  not  have  fuffer'd,  and  all  heav'n  averfe, 
The  laft  falute  at  leaf!  I  might  have  paid, 
My  tears  at  leaft  on  your  dead  face  afperfe  ; 
And  ere  to  Angels  bleft  your  foul  was  fled, 
For  ever  with  your  Maker  to  converfe, 
I,  go  in  peace,  might  fay,  there  me  expedr. ; 
For  wherefoe'er  you  are,  I'll  follow  you  direft. 

163. 

Is  this,  my  Brandimart  !   the  kingdom  great, 
Of  which  the  fceptre  I  was  now  to  fway  ? 
At  Dammogir  thus  with  you  do  I  meet  ? 
Thus  is  it  to  your  throne  you  me  convey  ?. 
What  vaft  deiigns  you've  broke,  O  cruel  fate! 
Alafs  !  from  me  what  hopes  you've  ta'en  away  ! 
Why  do  I  ftop,  fmce  all  my  good  is  gone, 
All  ioft,  but  that  the  reft  away  be  thrown  ? 

164. 


Canto  43,  ORLANDO 

164. 

ghtejlo,  e  d  altro  dicendo,  in  let  r  if  or Je 
Ji  furor  con  tanto  impeto,  e  la  rabbia, 
Cl?  a  Jlracciare  il  bel  crin  di  nuovo  corfe  j 
Come  il  bel  crin  tutta  la  colpa  riabbia. 
Le  mani  infieme  ft  percoj/e,  e  rnorfe  ; 
Nelfenfe  caccio  Fugne,  e  ne  le  labbia, 
Ma  torno  a  Orlando,  ed  acompagni  infants, 
Ctfclla  fijirugge,  e  fi  confuma  in  pianto. 

165. 

Orlando  col  cognate,  che  non  poco 
Bifogno  avea  di  medico,  e  di  euro  ; 
Ed  altrettanto,  perche  in  degno  Iocs 
AveJJe  Brandimarte  fepoltura ; 
Verfo  il  monte  ne  va,  che  fa  colfoco 
Chiara  la  notte,  e  il  di  di  fumo  of  cur  a. 
Hanno  propizio  il  vento,  e  a  de/Jra  mans 
Non  e  quellito  lor  moltolontano. 

166. 

Confrefco  vento,  ch* in  favor  veniva, 
Sciolfer  la  June  a!  declinar  del  gi  or  no, 
Mojlrando  lor  la  tacitiirna  Diva 
La  dritta  via  colluminofo  corno  ; 
E  forfer  I' altro  di  fopra  la  riva, 
Ch'amena  giace  ad  Agrigento  intorno  ; 
£>uivi  Orlando  or  dim  per  I'altra  fera 
Cio,  cfta  funeral  pompa  bifogno  era. 

167. 

Poi  che  rordinefvo  vide  efeguite, 
EJJendo  omai  del  Sole  il  lume  fpento, 
pra  moha  nobilta,  ch'era  a  Finvito 
fie  luogbi  intorno  cor  fa  in  Agrigento  j 
D'accefe  torcbi  tutto  ardendo  il  lito, 
E  di  gridafinando,  e  di  lamento, 
Torno  Orlando,  ove  il  corpo  fu  lafciato, 
Che  vivo,  e  morto  avea  con  fede  amato* 

168. 

£)uivi  Bar  din  di  fomma  d'anni  grave 
Stava  piangendo  a  la  barafunebre, 
Che  pel  gran  pianto,  cb'aveafatto  in  nave^ 
Dovria  gli  occhi  aver  pianti,  e  lepalpebre  ; 
Chiamando  ilciel  crude/,  lejlcllt  prove 
Ruggia  £ome  unlesn,  cVabbia  la  febbre* 
Le  mani  erano  intanto  empie,  e  ribelle 
A  i  crin  canuti,  e  a  la  rugofa  pelle. 

169. 

LevoJJi  al  ritornar  del  Paladino 
Maggior  il  grida,  e  raddoppiojji  il  piantot 
Orlando  fatto  al  corpo  piu  vicino, 
Senza  parlar  Jiette  a  mirarlo  alquanto^ 
Pallido,  come  colto  al  maitutino 
E  da  fera  il  ligujlro,  o  ilmolleacanto  ^ 
E  dopo  un  granfofpir,  tenendo  fijje 
Sempre  le  luci  in  //<*,  cosigli  dijje* 


F  U  R  I  O  S  O. 

164. 

While  fuch  like  words  fhe  utter'd,  fhe  retook 
Her  fury  with  fuch  force,  and  mad  defpair, 
She  ran  anew  her  lovely  hair  to  pluck, 
As  if  the  fault  was  in  her  lovely  hair  : 
Her  hunds  together  fhe  both  bit  and  Aruck, 
And  with  her  nails  her  breafl  and  lips  did  tear  : 
But  turn  I  to  Orland,  and's  Company, 
While  flie  confumes  and  racks  herfeif  in  mifery. 

165. 

Orlando,  with  his  kinfman,  who  great  need 
Of  a  phyfician  had,  to  work  his  cure, 
And  that  a  worthy  place  might  be  decreed, 
As  well  for  Brandimarte's  fepulture,  [made 

Goes  tow'rds  the  mount,  where  bright  with  fire  is 
The  night,  and  with  the  fmoke  the  day  obfcure  : 
A  profp'rous  wind  they  have :  on  the  right-hand 
But  little  diflant  from  them  is  that  firand. 

1 66. 

With  a  brifk  gale,  which  in  their  favour  blows, 
They  loos'd  their  cable  at  decline  of  day  : 
Of  night  the  filent  Goddefs  to  them  fhews 
With  her  horn  luminous  their  ready  way  ; 
And  the  next  day  they  on  that  river  rofe, 
Which  pleafant  does  round  Agrigento  lay  : 
For  the  next  night  Orlando  here  decreed 
All  for  the  fun'ral  pomp,  that  there  was  need, 

167. 

Soon  as  perform 'd,  he  faw,  his  orders  were, 
The  luflre  of  the  fun  now  being  fpent, 
'Mongft  nobles  many,  who  invited  were 
From  places  near,  and  came  to  Agrigent, 
(With  lighted  torches  all  the  coaft  did  glare, 
With  cries  refounding,  as  they  did  lament) 
Orland  return 'd,  where  was  the  body  lay'd, 
Which  he,  with  truth,  both  living  lov'd,  and  dead", 

168. 

HereBardin  flood,  with  weight  of  years  brought  lowy 
IncefTant  moaning,  by  the  fun'ral  bier  : 
And  in  the  fhip  had  pour'd  forth  fuch  a  flow, 
No  more  could  eye,  or  eyelid,  yield  n  tear. 
On  heav'n,  on  fatal  flars,  he  vents  his  woe : 
So  roars  the  lion,  who  does  anguifh  bear : 
His  hands,  rebellious  to  their  mafler,  tear 
His  ikin,  and  pluck  his  venerable  haic» 

169. 

The  Paladin  return'd,  to  greater  height 
Their  voice  they  rais'd,  and  double  grief  difplay'dr 
Orlando  now,  the  corpfe  brought  near  to  fight, 
In  folemn  filence  for  a  while  furvey'd, 
Pale  as  the  cotton-flow'r,  or  privet  white, 
Cropt  in  the  morning,  in  the  eve  decay'd  : 
O'er  his  dear  friend,  never  withdrawn  his  eye, 
Thus  fpoke,  firft  uttering  a  dokful  figh. 

170, 
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170. 


O  forte,  O  caro,  O  inio  fedel  compagno^ 
Che  qut  fei  motto,  efo  che  vivi  in  cielo, 
E  d'ttna  vita  t'hai  fatto  guadagno, 
Che  non  ti  pub  mai  tor  caldo,  ne  gelo  ; 
'  Perdonami,  fe  ben  vedi,  cb'io  piagno  j 
Perch}  d'ejjer  rimafo  mi  querelo, 
£  ch'atanta  letizia  io  non  fan  teco^ 

ia,  per  ckl  qua  giu  tu  nonfia  meet, 


170. 


, 

Solo  fenza  te  fen,  ne  cofa  in  terra 

Sfnza  te  pojjo  aver  piit,  che  mi  piaccia. 
Se  icco  era  in  ternpejia,  e  teco  in  guerra, 
Perche  non  anco  in  ozie,  ed  in  bonaccia  ? 
Ben  grande  e'J  mio  fallir^poi  che  mi  f  err  a 
Di  qucjlo  fango  ufcir  per  la  tua  traccia. 
Se  ne  gli  affanni  teco  fin,  perch'  ora 
J\Ton  fono  a  paric  del  guadagno  ancora  ? 


. 

Tu  guaaagnato,  e  perdita  ho  fatto  io ; 
So/  tu  (i  I'acqitijlo,   io  non  folo  al  danno. 
Partecipe  fatto  e  del  dolor  mio 
JL?  It  alia,  il  Regno  Franco,  e  F  Alemamw, 
O  quanta,  quanta  il  mio  Signore,  e  zio, 
O  quanta  i  PaLidin  da  doler  fbanno, 
Quanta  T  Imperio,  e  la  Crijiiana  Chiefa 
Che  perduto  han  lafua  maggior  difcfa. 

•     J73- 
O  quanta  ft  torra  per  la  tua  morte 

Di  t  err  ore  a  nimici^  e  di  fpa-vento; 
O  quant  o  Pagania  far  a  piu  forte, 
Quanta  animo  n'avra,  quanta  ardimcnto. 
O  comejlar  ne  dee  la  tua  conj'orte  : 
Sinqui  ne  veggo  il  pianto,  il grido  fento  : 
So,  chem'accufa^  e  forfe  odio  mi  port  a  ^ 
Che  per  me  teco  ogni  Jua  fpeme  e  morta. 

174. 

Ma,  Fiordiligi,  almen  rcjli  un  conforto 
A  noi,  che  flam  di  Brandimarte  privit 
Ctfinvidiar  lui  con  tanta  gloria  morto 
Denno  tutti  i  guerrier,  ctfoggifon  vivi. 

tiei  Deci,  e  quel  nel  Roman  for  o  abforto. 
tel  si  lodato  Ccdro  da  gli  Argivi. 
Non  con  piu  altrni  profits,  e  piitfuo  onore 
A  morte  Ji  donar,  del  tuo  Signore. 

175. 

ed    I:  re  dice  a  Orlando, 
i  blanchi,  i  neri  frati, 
L  tutti  gli  a'tri {..herd  feguitando 
A:.da^c  n  con  fangs  or  dine  accoppiati, 
Per  i'u'ma  dddtfunto,  Dio  pregando9 
O',;/-  //  (knc.Jle  rcqi.ie  tra  beati. 
jLumi  iu).anzi,  e  per  mezzo,  e  d'ogn' inter  no 
."nu'utia  d%'fr  pin  can  In  i.otie  in  giorno. 
I 


O  brave  !  O  faithful  !  O  companion  dear  ! 
Whofe  body's  dead,  whofe  foul  in  heav'n  does  dwell : 
Thou,  for  frail  life,  haft  made  exchange  fo  rare,    • 
Or  cold,  or  heat,  unliable  to  feel : 
Pardon  me,  \vhilfl  you  fee  my  fad  defpair, 
And,  that  I  ftay  behind  you,  thus  bewail : 
'Tis,  not  to  lliare  your  joy,  extorts  my  pain ; 
Not,  that  you^clo  not  with  me  here  remain. 

171. 

Of  Thee  depriv'd,  thus  wretched  and  forlorn ! 
No  worldly  object  now  my  mind  can  pleafe : 
Why,  as  we've  jointly  war  and  temped  borne, 
Am  I  disjoin'd  in  happinefs  and  peace  ? 
By  earthly  bonds  confin'd,  I  juflly  mourn, 
That  I  your  heav'nly  footfleps  cannot  trace. 
As  we  diftrefles  have  been  wont  to  bear, 
Why  in  your-  'vantage  have  I  not  a  fliare  ? 

172. 

'Vantage  indeed  you  have :  what  lofs  have  I  ? 
You  gain  alone:  not  1  alone  have  loft : 
Participant  in  my  anxiety 
Are  the  Italian,  French,  and  German  hoft. 
How  much,  my  Lord !  Kinfman !  rever'd  by  me, 
Each  Paladin  laments  his  wilhes  croft  ! 
Huw  does  the  Chriftian  Church  and  Empire  moan 
The  Mighty  fall'n,  their  ftrongeft  bulwark  gone  ? 

J73- 

Oh  !  how  much  fear  and  dread  is  ta'en  away 
From  our  fierce  foe,  by  your  important  death  ? 
Oh  !  how  will  Paganifm  its  pow'r  difplay  ! 
Exert  the  utmoft  boldnefs  which  fhe  hath ! 
How  ftands  your  widow'd  fpoufe  in  fad  difmay  ! 
Methinks  I  hear  her  groans  and  plaintive  breath : 
Perhaps  fhe  bears  me  hate,  and  may  upbraid 
Me,  that,  by  me,  her  ev'ry  hope  is  dead. 

174. 

One  comfort,  Flordilege  !  does  yet  remain 
To  us,  who  aie  of  Brandimart  depriv'd  : 
Envy'd  (hall  be  his  death's  immortal  gain 
By  ev'ry  warrior,  whofe  great  name  furviv'd  : 
By  th'  Decii,  and,  whom  th'  gulph  clos'd  o'er  again, 
By  Codrus,  who  for  Athens  death  receiv'd  : 
None  with  more  honour  caft  their  life  away 
To  glorious  death,  than  your  Great  Lord  to  day. 

l?S- 

Such  words  as  thefe,  and  more,  Orlando  fpoke. 
Mean  while  the  various  Friars,  black,  white,  grey, 
And  Chorifters  their  different  ranges  took, 
In  order,  two  by  two,  purfu'd  their  way: 
Now,  for  the  Soul  departed,  heav'n  invoke, 
And,  for  its  Requiem  'mongft  the  BlefTed,  pray. 
The  num'rous  torches,  with  furrounding  light, 
Seem'd  into  mid-day  to  exchange  the  night. 

176. 


Canto  4.3. 


ORLANDO    FU  R  I  0  S  O. 


359 


176. 

Levan  la  bar  a,  ed  a  portarla  faro 
Mejfi  a  vicenda  Conti,  e  Cavalier  I. 
Purpurea  feta  la  copria,  eke  d'oro 
E  di  gran  perle  avea  compaj/i  altieri. 
Di  nan  men  hello,  e  fignoni  lavoro 
Avean  gemmati,  e  Jplendidi  origlieri ; 
E  glacea  quivi  il  Cavalier  an  vejla 
Di  color  party  e  a"un  lavor  contejia. 

177. 

Trecento  a  gli  altri  eran  pajjatl  tnnanti, 
De'  piu  poveri  tolti  de  la  Terra, 
Parimente  veJJiti  tuttl  quanti 
Di  panni  negri,  e  lunghi  fin" a  terra. 
Cento  paggifeguianfopra  altrettanti 
GroJJi  cavalli,  e  tutti  buoni  a  gtterra  \ 
E  i  cavalli  co  i  paggi  ivano,  ilfuolo 
Radendo  col  lor  sbito  di  ditolo. 

178. 

Molte  bandiere  innanziy  e  molte  dietre^ 
Che  di  diver -fe  infegne  eran  dipinte  j 
Spiegate  accompagnavano  ilferetro ; 
Le  quai  gia  tolfe  a  mille  fchiere  vinte^ 
Eguadagnate  a  Cefare,  edaPietro 
Avean  le  forze,  ch'or  giaceano  ejlinte. 
Scudi  v'erano  molti,  che  di  degni 
Guerrieri,  a  chi  fur  tolti,  aveano  i  fegnl. 

179. 

Venian  cento  ^  e  cent  altri  a  diver/I  ufi 
De  I'efequie  ordinati,  ed  avean  quejii, 
Come  anco  il  refto^  accefi  torchi :  e  chiufe^ 
Piu  cbe.  vejliti,  eran  di  nere  vejli. 
Poi  feguia  Orlando,  e  a  dor  odor  fuffuji 
Di  lagrime  avea  gli  occiri  rojfi,  e  mejli : 
Ne  piu  lie  to  di  lui  Rinaldo.  venne : 
II  pie  Olivier ,  che  rat-to  aveat  ritenne. 

1 80. 

Lungofara^  s'io  vi  vo'dire  In  verfe 
Le  cerimonie^  e  raccontarvl  tutti 

1  difpenfati  manti  ofcuri,  e  perji, 
Gli  accefi  torchi  *  che  vi  furonjirutti. 
gJidndi  a  la  Chiefa  Cattedral  converji, 
Dovunque  andar^  non  lafciaro  occhi  afciutti  j 
Si  bel,  s~i  buon,  ss  giovine  a  pietade 
Mojfc  ogni  feffo-)  ogai  or  dim,  ogni  etade. 

1 8 1. 

Fu  pojfa  in  chiefa ;  e  poi  che  da  le  donng 
Di  lagrime,  e  di  plant  i  inutil'opra  j 
E  che  da  i  Sacerdstt  ebbe'Eleijmne, 
E  gli  altri  detti  fanti  avuto  fopra  ; 
In  urfarca  il  fetbar  su  due  coianne ; 
E  que'la  vuole  Orlando,  che  fi  copra 
Di  rii-co  arappo  d'cr,  Jin  cbe  ripojio 
In  un  fepolcro  fia  di  maggior  cojlo. 


176.  ^ 

Now  they  lift  up  the  bier :  to  move  it  on, 
By  turns,  the  Counts,  aud  cavaliers,  appear'd : 
With  gold  the  purple  velvet  cov'ring  fhone  ; 
With  oriental  pearls  fuperbly  glar'd  : 
The  lordly  cuihions  with  fuch  iluil  were  done, 
With  brightcft  gems  they  equal  glory  lhar'd. 
Here  lay  the  cavalier  ;  and  his  rich  veil 
The  fame  in  colour,  the  fame  art  confeft. 

177. 

Three  hundred  in  proceffion  walk'd  before, 
Of  circumftance  mofl  low,  and  abject  birth  : 
Of  fable  cloth  a  Uniform  they  wore, 
Suited  in  length,  to  drag  upon  the  earth : 
Next  thefe  came  on  an  hundred  pages  more, 
On  war-horfes  highly  approv'd  in  worth: 
Pages  and  horfes  filently  and  flow 
Move :  on  the  ground  they  trail  their  drefs  of  woe". 

178. 

Numbers  of  banners,  round,  before,  behind, 
Which  various  enfigns,  various  colours  flain, 
Attendant  on  the  bier,  flew  in  the  wind, 
Which  from  a  thoufand  vanquish 'd  troops  were  ta'en> 
Whofe  forces,  now  broke,  or  extinct,  conjoin'd 
To  Caefar  and  St.  Peter  brought  vafl  gain : 
Of  ftiields  a  plunder'd  multitude  was  there, 
Which,  of  the  conquer'd  warriors,  names  declare. 

179. 

Hundreds  and  hundreds,  in  their  different  fphere, 
To  do  the  deflin'd  rites  themfelves  addreft 
With  lighted  flambeaux,  and  invelop'd  were 
Rather,  than  in  their  fable  garments  dreft. 
Slowly  and  fole  Orlando  does  appear, 
Whofe  tears,  whofe  redden'd  eyes,  his  grief  expreil  r 
Next,  overcaft  with  gloom,  Rinaldo  came  : 
Olivier  abfent;  who,  by  fractur'd  limb,  was.  lame. 

180. 

Tedious  'twould  be  to  recognize  in  verfe 
The  num'rous  ceremonies  practis'd  there ; 
The  various  garments  giv'n,  black,  grey,  rehearfe ;. 
The  torches,  which  in  llructure  grand  did  glare. 
To  the  cathedral  now  moves  on  the  hearfe, 
And,  where  it  pafles,  no  eye  dry  from  tear. 
So  young,  fo  good,  fo  beautiful,  imprell 
A  multiform  concern  in  ev'ry  breaft. 

181. 

The  body  in  the  church  is  plac'd :  and  now 
The  ufelefs  work  of  plaints  aud  tears  is  o'err 
The  facerdotal  Ele'ifon  too, 
And  holy  offices  faid  many  more. 
In  manner  as  Orlando  bade  them  do, 
The  coffin  to  preferve,  two  columns  bore. 
Of  rich  gold  cloth  a  covering  was  laid, 
Until  a  tepulchre  of  greater  coJft  were  made. 
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182. 

Orlandi  di  Sicilia  non  ft  parte, 
Che  manda  a  trovar  porfidi,  e  alabaftri. 
Fece  fare  il  difegno^  e  di  quell' arte 
Inarrar  con  gran  prernio  i  miglior  maftri. 
Fe  le  laftre,  venendo  in  quejla  parte, 
Poi  drizzar  Fiordiligi,  e  i  gran  pilciftri  ; 
Che  quint,  ejjendo  Orlando  gia  partita^ 
Si  fe  par  tar  da  f  Africans  lito. 

183- 

E  vedendo  le  lagrlme  indefejje^ 
Ed  ojlinati  a  itfcir  fempre  i  fofpiri ; 
A7;/  per  far  feinpre  dir  ujfici^  e   mejjet 
Mai  fatisfar  potendo  afuoi  difiri ; 
Di  non  partirfi  quindi  in  cor  ji  mejfet 
Fin  che  del  corpo  fanima  non  fpiri : 
E  nel  fepolcrofe  fare  una  ce/la, 
Eviji  ch'ntfe,  e  fe  fua  vita  in  quella. 

184- 

Oltre  cbe  mefli,  e  Jettere  le  mande, 
Vi  va  in  perfona  Orlando  per  levarla  : 
Se  viene  in  Francia,  con  penjion  ben  grande 
Compagna  vuol  di  Galerana  far  la. 
Qitando  tornare  al padre  anco  dcmande, 
Sin'a  la  Lizza  vuol  accompagnarla. 
Edificar  le  vuo'e  un  monajtero, 
£hiando  fervire  a  Dio  faccia  penfiero. 

185. 

Stava  ella  nelfepolcro  ;  e  quivi  attrita 
Dapenitenza,  orando  giorno,  e  notte, 
Non  duro  lunga  eta,  che  difua  vita 
Da  la  Pare  a  le  fur  le  fila  rotte. 
Gia  fatto  avean  da  I'tfola  partitay 
Ove  i  Ciclopi  avean I'antiche  grotte. 
J  tre  gnerrier  di  Francia ,  afflitti9  e  mejli, 
Chi  I  quarto  lor  compagno  addietro  rejli. 

1 86. 

Non  volcanfenza  medico  levarji^ 
Che  d'Olivier  s'avej/e  a  pigliar  euro  ; 
La  qual,  perche  a  principio  mal pigliar fi 

Pote,  fatferafaticofa,  e  dura  j 

E  quello  udiano  in  modo  lamentarji^ 

Chedelfuo  cafo  avean  tutti  paura. 

Tra  hr  di  do  parlando^  al  nocchier  nacque 

Un  pe nfierO)  e  lo  dijje^  eatuttipiacque. 
187. 

DiJ/ey  cttera  di  la  poco  lontano 

In  unjo/utgofcogtio  u>;o  Eremita^ 

A  cut  ricorfo  mai  ncn  sera  in  vano, 

O  fojje  per  corijiolio,  o  per  aitay 

L  Jaa-a  alcim  stjetto  ftyrumano^ 

Dur  Lmne  a  ciecbi,  e  tornar  morti  a  vita, 

Ferntarc  ilvento  adtinfegno  di  Croce, 

E  far  tranquillo  iimar,  quando  epiuatroce. 
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182. 

From  Sicily  Orlando  won't  depart, 
'Till  alabafter,  porphyry,  obtain'd  : 
Then  made  defigns  moft  elegant  with  art, 
By  great  rewards,  by  greateft  mafters  plan'd. 
The  roof  Flordilige,  coming  to  that  part, 
Caus'd  to  be  rais'd  upon  pilafters  grand  : 
For  thither  {he,  Orlando  here  no  more, 
Herfelf  tranfported  had  from  Afric's  fhore. 

183. 

When  finding  tears  inceflantly  did  flow, 
And  fighs  obdurate  illue  from  her  breaft, 
That  facred  pray'rs  could  not  relieve  her  woe, 
Mafles  repeated  give  her  forrows  reft ; 
From  this  fad  fpot  refolv'd  never  to  go, 
Until  her  foul  her  body  difpofTeft ; 
In  the  dark  fepulchre  fhe  made  a  cell, 
Shut  up  for  life,  determin'd  there  to  dwell. 

184. 

Befides  his  letters,  and  his  embattles, 
Her  to  remove,  himfelf  Orlando  went; 
He  promis'd  her,  in  France,  great  Salaries, 
And  her  to  Gal'ran,  as  a  friend,  prefent. 
If  to  her  father  flie  a  journey  tries, 
To  be  her  guide  to  Lizza  he's  content ; 
Or  build  a  monaftry  for  her  abode, 
If  Ihe's  refolv'd  to  dedicate  her  life  to  God. 

185. 

She  in  the  fepulchre  remain'd  forlorn, 
Wafted  by  pray'r  and  penance  night  and  day  ; 
In  a  fhort  interval  her  life  was  worn : 
The  fatal  fifters  broke  the  thread  away. 
Now  the  three  warriors  from  the  ifle  return, 
Where  erft  the  Cyclops  in  their  grot  bore  fway. 
To  France  they  go,  and  in  affliction  grieve 
Their  fourth  companion  to  behind  them  leave. 

1 86. 

They  a  phyfician,  ere  they  go,  provide, 
Of  Olivier  to  undertake  the  cure  ; 
The  which,  perhaps  by  evil  methods  try'd, 
Was  now  become  more  painful,  and  lefs  fure ; 
And  as  they  heard,  that  he  with  anguifh  figh'd, 
Dreaded  that  his  relief  was  not  fecure. 
Speaking  of  this,  a  thought  the  pilot  mov'd, 
Which,  when  he  told  them,  greatly  all  approv'd. 

187. 

Not  far  from  hence,  faid  he,  there  does  remain 
A  Hermit  in  a  folitary  clirF, 
To  whom  none  ever  have  recourfe  in  vain, 
Such  pow'rful  aid  and  counfel  he  can  give : 
And  does  to  more  than  human  acls  attain, 
Make  the  blind  fee,  the  dead  again  to  live : 
With  a  crofs,  awful  fign !  can  ftop  the  wind, 
Keep  the  tempeltuous  fea,  in  calm  confin'd. 


Canto43«  O  R  L  A  N  D 

188. 

E  che  non  denno  dubitare,  andando 
A  ritrovar  quell'  usmo  a  Dio  si  caro, 
Che  lor  non  renda  Olivier  fano^  quando, 
Fatto  ha  di  Jua  virtu  fegno  piu  chiaro. 

to  configlio  si  piacque  ad  Orlando^ 

verfo  il  fanto  loco  fi  drizzaro  : 
Ne  mai  piegando  dal  cammin  la  prora 
Vider  lo  fcoglio  al  forger  de  C  Aurora. 

189. 

Scorgendo  il  legno  uomini  in  acqua  dottiy 
Sicuramente  s'acco/faro  a  quello  : 
ghrivi  aiutandojerviy  e  galeotti, 
Declinaro  i  I  Mar  chef e  nelbattello^ 
E  per  le  fpumofe  onde  fur  condotti 
Nel  duro  fcoglio,  ed  indi  al  Canto  oflello  j 
Al  fanto  ojftello,  a  quel  vecchio  medefmo, 
Per  le  cui  mani  ebbe  Ruggier  battefmo. 

190. 

//  fervo  del  Signor  del  Paradifo 
Raccolfe  Orlando,  ed  i  compagni  fuoi  j 
E  benedilli  con  giocondo  vifo, 
E  de'  lor  cafe  dimandolli  poi  ; 
Benche  di  lor  venuta  avuto  avvifa 
Avejfe  prima  da  i  celejli  Eroi. 
Orlando  gli  rifpofe^  ejfer  venuto 
Per  ritrovar e  al  fuo  cognato  aiuto  : 

191. 

Ch'era,  pugnandoper  la  Fe  di  Crifto, 
A  perigliofo  termine  ridutto. 
LevogH  il  Santo  ogni  fofpetto  trijlo^ 
E  gli  promt fe  di  fanarlo  in  tutto. 
Ne  d'unguento  trovandofi  proviso? 
Ne  d'altra  umana  medicina  injlrutto^ 
Ando  a  la  Chief  a ,  ed  orb  al  Sa/vatorey 
Et  indi  ufci  con  gran  baldanza  fuore. 

192. 

E  in  name  de  le  eterne  tre  Perfone, 
Padre^  e  Figliuolo^  e  Spirt o  Santo ,  diede 
Ad  Olivier  lafua  benedizione. 
O  virtU)  che  da  Criflo  a  chi  gli  crede  ! 
Caccio  dal  Cavalier  o  ogni  pajjione  j 
E  ritornogli  a  fanitade  il  piede^ 
Piu  fermO)  e  piu  tfpedito,  che  mai  fojje  ; 
E  prefente  Sobrino  a  cij  trovojje. 

193- 

Gi unto  Sobrin  de  le  fue  piaghe  a  tanto, 
Cbejlar  peggio  ogni  giorno  fe  ne  fente ; 
Tofto  che  vede  del  Monaco  Janto 
II  miracolo  grande,  ed  evidente^ 
Si  difpon  di  lafciar  Macon  da  canto^ 
E  Criflo  confeJJ'ar  vivo,  e  potente : 
E  domandacon  cor  di  fcde  atlrito 
D'iniziarfi  al  noftro  facro  rito, 
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188. 

And  that  they  need  not  doubt,  if  they  would  ga 
To  find  this  man,  who  was  to  God  fo  dear, 
That  He  to  Olivier  would  health  beflow, 
As  of  his  pow'r  there  tokens  are  more  clear : 
With  this  advice,  Orland  was  pleafed  fo, 
That  to  the  holy  place  the  fhip  they  ftecr : 
Nor  ever  from  that  courfe  the  prow  they  turn, 
But  fee  the  rock  by  the  next  riling  morn. 

189. 

Soon  as  the  veflTel  to  the  beach  arrives, 
Safely  the  fkilful  mariners  accoft, 
Each  fervant,  failor  his  affiftance  gives, 
The  Marquis  to  the  fmall-boat  gently  toft, 
The  fmall-boat  with  the  frothy  furges  ftrives, 
Conducts  them  to  the  rock. — Thence  to  the  hoft, 
To  the  good  hoft,  the  fame  old  man  they  go, 
To  whom  Ruggier  made  his  baptifmal  vow. 

190. 

The  fervant  of  the  Lord  of  Paradife 
Receives  Orland,  and  his  companions  dear, 
Bleffc  them  ;  Benevolence  flow'd  in  his  eyes ; 
He  afk'd,  what  accident  had  brought  them  there : 
Tho'  of  their  coming  he  had  had  advice ; 
Who  this  had  told  him,  heav'nly  fpirits  were. 
Orlando  anfwer'd,  They  on  purpofe  came, 
To  find  relief  for  that  good  friend  fo  lame ; 

191. 

Who  bravely  fighting,  for  the  ChrifHan  faith, 
Was  to  the  laft  extremities  reduc'd. 
The  Saint,  Let  fad  fufpicion  vanifh,  faith, 
And  of  his  certain  cure  belief  infus'd. 
He,  with  great  art  prepar'd,  no  unguent  hath, 
No  other  human  medicines  he  us'd : 
To  Church  he  went,  and  to  our  Saviour  pray'd, 
Thence  iflifd  forth  with  fpirit  undifmay'd : 

192. 

In  name  of  the  eternal  Perfons  three ! 
Of  Father,  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft 
The  Bleffing,  Olivier,  now  comfort  Thee ! 
What  pow'r  from  Chrift  can  true  Believers  boaft ! 
From  ev'ry  pain  the  cavalier  was  free, 
And  to  his  limb  return'd  the  health  h"ad  loft, 
More  firm,  more  free,  than  ever  yet  it  was, 
Sobrino  prefent  ftood  at  what  did  pafs. 

'93- 

Sobrino,  with  his  wounds,  was  in  a  ftate, 
That  ev'ry  day  he  found  himfelf  more  ill ; 
Soon  as  he  faw  the  Monk's  performance  great, 
And  miracle  fo  evident  did  feel, 
Difpos'd  his  own  falfe  Deity  to  hate, 
To  the  true  living  Chrift  refign'd  his  will : 
Requefted  him,  with  heart  by  faith  attrite, 
Him  to  initiate  in  the  facred  rite. 

Aaa  194- 
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194. 


Cost  Fuom  giujh  to  batteza,  edanco 
Gli  rende  orando  ogni  vigor  primiero. 
Orlando,  e  gli  altri  Cavalier  non  manco 
Di  tal  converfion  leiizia  fero, 
Che  di  veder,  che  liberate,  e  franco 
Del  perigliofo  mal  fojje  Oliviero. 
Maggior  gaudio  de  gli  altri  Ruggier'ebbe  ; 
£  motto  infede,  e  in  devozione  accrebbe. 

195. 

Era  Ruggier  dal  dl,  che  giunfe  a  nuoto 
Su  quefto  fcoglio,  poijlatoviogn'ora. 
Fra  quei  guerrieri  il  vecchiarel  devoto 
Sta  dokt'tnente,  e  li  conforta,  ed  or  a, 
A  voLr,  fchivi  di  pantano,  e  loto, 
Mondi  pa/far  per  quejla  mart  a  gora, 
C'ha  name  vita,  si  pi  nee  a  gli  fciocchi ; 
Ed  a  la  via  del  cielfempre  aver  gli  occhi. 

196. 

Orlando  unfuo  mar  do  sul  legno,  e  trarne 
Fece  pane,  e  buon  vin^  cacio,  e  prefciutti, 
E  a  I  uo?n  di  Dio,  ch'ogni  fapor  di  Jlarne 
Pofe  in  obblio,  poi  cb'avezzo/fi  a'  frutti, 
Per  carita  mangiar  fecero  carne, 
E  her  del  vino,  e  far  quel,  cbe  fir  tutti. 
Poi  ch'a  la  mcnja  confolati  foro, 
Di  molte  cofe  ragionar  tra  loro. 

197. 

E,  come  accade  nel  parlar  fovente, 
Ch'una  cofa  viet.  I'altra  dimojlrando  j 
Ruggier  riicnofciuto  fnalmente 
Fit  da  Rinaldo,  da  Olivier,  da  Orlando 
Per  quel  Ruggiero  in  arme  si  eccellentet 
II  cui  valor  Paccar  da  ogn'un  lodando : 
2tfe  Rinaldo  Paved  raffigurato 
Per  quel,  che  provb  gia  ne  lojleccato. 

198. 

Ben  I'avea  il  Re  Sobrin  riconofciuto, 
70/70  che  I  vide  colVecchio  apparire, 
Ma  volfe  innanzijiar  tacito,  e  muto, 
Che  porji  in  avventura  di  fallire. 
Poi  ch'a  notizia  a  gli  altri  fu  venuto, 
Che  quejio  era  Ruggier,  di  cui  fardire^ 
La  cortejia,  e1 1  valor  e  alto,  e  profondo 
Si  facea  ncmtnir  per  tutto  il  mondo  j 

-  I99\ 

E  fapendoji  gia,  ch'era  Cri/liano  j 
Tutti  con  licta,  e  con  ferenafaccia 
l''engono  a  lui.     Chi  gli  tocca  la  mono, 
E  chi  lo  bacia,  e  chi  lojiringe,  e  abbraccia, 
Sopra  gli  aliri  ilSignor  di  Montalbano 
D'accarezzarlo,  e  fargli  onor  procaccia. 
Perch' cj/o  pi u  de  gli  altn^  io'ljerbo  a  dire 
I'aitro  canto,  filvorreteudire. 


The  good  man  thus  baptiz'd  the  King ;  and  now, 
By  pray'r  to  God,  his  former  vigour  gave ; 
Orlando  then,  his  Knights  companions  too, 
For  this  converfion  greateft  pleafure  have ; 
Nor  lefs  the  Marquis  free,  and  frank  to  view 
From  this  mifhap,  which  threaten'd  with  the  grave. 
More  than  the  others  joy  Ruggiero  hath, 
And  in  devotion  much  increas'd,  and  faith. 

J95- 

Ruggier,  from  that  day,  when  he  fwam  to  land, 
On  this  fmall  ifie  had  made  his  conftant  flay; 
With  them  was  the  devout  old  man  at  hand 
To  fweetly  comfort  them,  and  ftiil  would  pray, 
That  they,  upon  this  worldly  filthy  ftrand, 
Might,  thro'  the  foul  canal,  pafs  clean  away, 
Which  life  is  call'd,  and  gives  to  fools  content, 
Their  eyes  to  heav'n's  blefl  tract  for  ever  bent. 

196. 

A  fervitor  Orlando  fent  to  th'  yacht, 
Bread,  and  rich  wine,  and  cheefe,  and  hams,  to  bring : 
The  man  of  God,  nice  dainties  long  forgot, 
Had  liv'd  on  fruits,  and  plants,  and  fuch  like  thing, 
Eat  flefh,  drank  wine  like  them,  refufed  not 
The  kind  requeft  of  Princes,  and  a  King. 
Soon  as  the  table  had  fupply'd  their  want, 
On  various  fubjefts  focial  they  defcant. 

197. 

And  as  in  converfe  often  it  falls  out, 
One  fubjecl:  brings  another  into  view, 
To  the  three  Princes  foon  it  came  about, 
Ruggier  fo  excellent  in  arms  they  knew, 
The  fame  Ruggier  in  battle  bold  and  flout, 
To  whom,  by  gen'ral  voice,  fuch  fame  was  due : 
Little,  before,  had  great  Rinaldo  gueft 
This  was  the  prowefs  he  had  tried  i'th'  Lift. 

198. 

Perfectly  well  him  had  Sobrino  known, 
When  with  the  old  man  he  had  firfl  appear'd ; 
But  fuch  acquaintance,  filent,  did  not  own, 
As  he  the  chance  of  a  miftake  had  fear'd. 
Soon  as  to  all  their  knowledge  it  was  fhown, 
That  this  Ruggiero  was,  fo  much  rever'd 
For  courtefy,  for  valour  fo  profound, 
That  made  him  talk'd  of,  all  the  world  around, 

199. 

And  now  a  convert  to  the  Chriftian  truth, 
All  were  rejoic'd,  and,  with  a  fmiling  face, 
Approach,  the  hand  fome  grafping  of  the  youth, 
Some  him  falute,  and  fome  with  warmth  embrace. 
Rinaldo,  more  than  all,  his  utmoft  doth, 
Him  to  carefs,  and  give  him  higheft  grace. 
Why  he  did,  'bove  the  reft,  fuch  love  unfold, 
Shall  in  next  canto,  if  you'll  hear,  be  told.  M. 
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CANTO     XLIV. 


C*PESSO  in poveri  alberghi^  e  inpicciol  tetti, 
*J   Ne  le  calamitadi,  e  ne  i  difagi^ 
Meglio  s'aggiungon  d' amicizia -i  petti , 
Chefra  ricchczze  invidiofe,  ed  agi 
De  le  piene  d'infidie,  e  difofpetti 
Corti  regali,  e  fplendidi  palagi ; 
Ove  la  caritade  e  in  tutto  eftintay 
Nefi  vide  amicizia  j  fe  non  finta. 

2. 

Quindi  avvien,  che  tra  Principi,  e  Signori 
Patti)  e  convenzionfono  sifrali. 
Fan  lega  oggi  Ret  Papi,  e  Imperadori, 
Daman  far  an  nemici  capitali. 
Perch';,  quail' apparenze  e/ieriori, 
Non  hanno  i  cor,  non  ban  gli  animi  tall ; 
Che,  non  mirando  al  tor  to  piu  ch'aldrittoy 
Attention  folamente  al  lor  profit o. 

,    3-- 
^uejli  quantunque  a  amicizia poco 

Sieno  capad,  perche  nonjla  quella, 
Ove  per  cofe  gravi,  ove  per  gioco, 
Mai  [enza  finzlon  nonfifavella  ; 
Purl  [e  taVor  gll  ha  traiti  in  umil  loco 
Infieme  una  for  tuna  acerba,  e  fella, 
In  poco  tempo  vengono  a  notizia, 
£>uel  che  in  molto  nonfer,  de  I 'amicizia. 

Jlfanto  Vecchiarel  ne  lafuajlanza 
G tunger  gli  ofpiti  fuoi  con  nodo  forte 
Ad  amor  vero  meglio  ebbe  pojjanzay 
Ch'altri  non  avria  fatto  in  realcorte. 
Fu  quejlo  poi  di  tal  perfeveranza, 
Che  nonfifciolfe  maifin'ii  la  morte. 
11  Veccbio  li  trovo  tutti  benigni^ 
Candidi  piu  nel  cor,  che  di  fuor  cigni. 

Trovolli  tutti  amabili^  e  cortefi 
Non  de  la  iniquita^  cb'io  v'ho  dipinta 
Di  quei,  che  mai  non  efcono  paleji^ 
Ma  Jempre  van  con  apparenza  Jinta. 
Di  quanta  s'eran  per  addietro  offefi 
Ogni  memoriafu  tra  loro  eftinta  : 
E  fe  d'un  ventre  f offer o^  e  funftme, 
Non  ft  potriano  amar  piu  tutti  infieme. 


I. 

C\  F  T,  in  poor  cot,  and  humble  manfion, 
V*  Amidft  diftrefles,  and  calamities, 
Better,  within  the  breaft,  is  friend/hip  fliown, 
Than  'midft  invidious  riches,  and  foft  eafe : 
With  treach'ry  fill'd,  and  with  fufpicion, 
Are  regal  courts,  and  fplendid  palaces, 
Where  totally  extinct  is  charity, 
Nor  friendfhip,  fave  what's  counterfeit,  we  fee. 

2. 

Hence  happens,  that,  'twixt  Prince  and  fov'reign  Lord, 
Contracts,  conventions,  prove  fo  very  frail : 
To-day,  Kings,  Popes,  and  Emp'rors  make  accord. 
To-morrow,  they  become  foes  capital ; 
Becaufe,  what  fhow  external  does  afford, 
Such  in  their  hearts  and  minds  does  not  prerail, 
Seeing  they  more  to  wrong,  than  right,  attend ; 
Only  regarding  their  own  private  end. 

Thofe  perfons,  tho'  they  fufceptible  be 

Of  little  friendfhip,  for  that  ne'er  remains, 

Where,  in  grave  things,  or  thofe  of  levity, 

None  ever  fpeaks,  but  what  he  fays,  he  feigns ; 

If  them,  once  brought  into  humility, 

Fortune  together  cruelly  reflrains, 

In  little  time,  they  friendfhip  come  to  know, 

Which,  long  while,  otherwife,  they  would  not  do. 

4- 

The  reverend  old  man,  in  his  retreat, 
Whence  he  his  guefts  in  ftrong  alliance  join'd 
Of  love  fmcere,  had  force  of  greater  weight, 
Than  what,  in  regal  courts,  could  others  find : 
This  lafled  in  fuch  perfeverance  great, 
That,  to  their  deaths,  it  never  was  disjoin'd  : 
All  were  benignant  found  by  the  old  man, 
Whiter  in  heart,  than  is  in  plumes  the  fwan. 

He  found  them  courteous  all,  and  full  of  love, 
Not  of  the  bafenefs,  I  defcrib'd  juft  now, 
Of  thofe,  who  ne'er  in  open  manner  move; 
But  ever  act  under  fictitious  (how. 
Of  all  offence,  they  formerly  might  prove, 
All  mem'ry  they  into  oblivion  throw, 
And  were  they  of  one  womb  the  progeny, 
They  could  not  more  in  love  united  be. 

A  a  a  2  <J- 
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6. 

Sepra  gli  altri  il  Signor  di  Montalbano 
Accarezzava,  e  riveria  Ruggiero ; 
Si  perch}  gia  I'avea  con  I'arme  in  mano 
Provato,  quanta  era  animofo,  e  fiero ; 
Si  per  trovarh  affabile,  ed  umano, 
Piii  cbe  mai  fojje  almondo  cavalier o  : 
Ma  molto  piii,  cbt  da  diverge  bande 
Si  conofcea  a"  aver  gli  obbligo  grande. 

Sapea,  cbe  di  grandijjimo  periglio 
Egli  avea  liber ato  Ricciardetto ; 
S^uandc  il  Re  Ifpano  gli  fe  dar  di  piglio 
E  con  lafiglia  prendere  nel  letto  ; 
E  elf  avea  ttatto  funo,  etaltro  figlio 
Del  Duca  Buovo,  com1  to  v'bogia  detto, 
Di  man  de  i  Saracini,  e  de  i  malvagi, 
CVerancolMaganzefe  Bertolagi. 

8. 

Quejlo  debito  a  lui  parea  di  forte, 
Cffad  amor  lojiringeva,  e  ad  onorarlot 
E  gliene  dolfe,  e  gliene  'ncrebbe  forte, 
Che  prima  non  avea  potuto  farlo  j 
Quandp  era  I'un  ne  I'Africana  corte, 
E  I'altro  a  li  fervigi  era  di  Carlo. 
Or,  chefatto  Crijiian  quivi  lo  trova, 
Quel,  cbe  nan  fece  prima,  or  fargli  giova. 

9- 

Proferte  fenza  fine,  onore,  e  fefla 
Fece  a  Ruggiero  il  Paladin  cortefe. 
II  prudente  Eremita,  come  quejla 
Bcnivolenza  vide,  adito  prefe : 
Entro  dicendo :  A  fare  altro  non  reJ1ay 
E  lo  fpero  ottener  fenza  contefe, 
Che,  come  ramicizia  e  travoi  fatta, 
Si  a  tra  voi  anche  affinita  contratta. 

JO. 

Accio  cbe  de  le  due  progenie  illuj}ri 
Che  non  ban  par  di  nobiltade  al  mondo, 
Nafca  un  lignaggio,  cbe  piu  chiaro  lujlrij 
Cbe  I  chiaro  Sol  per  quanta  gira  a  tondo  ; 
E,  come  andran  piu  innanzi  edanni,  eluft\ 
Sara  piu  hello,  e  durera  (fecondo 
Che  Dio  m'infpira,  accii  ch'a  voi  nol  celi} 
Fin  cbe  t  err  an  lufato  cor  jo  i  deli. 

II. 

E  feguitando  ilfuo  parlor  piu  innante 
Fa  il  fanto  Vecchio  si,  cbe  perfuade, 
Che  Rinaldo  a  Ruggier  dia  Br  adamant  e; 
Bench}  pregar  ne  Fun,  ne  I'altro  accade. 
Loda  Olivier  col  Principe  d"  Anglante, 
Che  far  fe  debba  quejla  affinitade. 
II  che  fperan,  ch'approvi  Amone,  e  Carlo; 
£  debba  tutta  Framia  commendarlo. 


6. 


Above  the  reft,  the  Lord  of  Montalban, 
With  his  carefles,  reverenc'd  Ruggier, 
As  well,  that  he  in  arms  difcover'd  plain, 
What  fiercenefs,  and  what  courage  he  did  fhare, 
As  well,  to  find  him  affable,  humane, 
As  in  the  world  was  ever  cavalier  •, 
But  much  the  more,  for  that,  in  difFrent  way, 
He  knew  on  him  great  obligations  lay. 

7- 

He  knew,  from  dang'rous  fituation 
He  had  his  brother  Ricciardetto  freed, 
What  time  the  King  of  Spain  had  feiz'd  upon, 
And  with  his  daughter  him  had  caught  in  bed : 
And  that  h"ad  ta'en  both  one  and  t'other  fon 
Of  the  Duke  Bovo,  as  before  I've  faid, 
From  out  the  Pagan's  hands,  and  from  the  rage 
Of  thofe  join'd  with  Maganzefe  Bertolage. 

8. 

This  debt  appear'd  to  him  of  fuch  a  kind, 
He  bound  was,  him  to  love  and  honour  {how, 
And  it  much  griev'd,  and  did  afflict  his  mind, 
He  was  not  able  this,  before,  to  do, 
Seeing  that  one  to  Afric's  court  was  join'd, 
And  t'other  did  to  Charles  allegiance  owe : 
Now,  become  Chriftian,  there  pn  him  he  lights, 
What  he  could  not  before,  to  do  delights. 

9- 

Profeflions  endlefs,  honour,  joy,  were  ftiown 
To  Ruggier,  by  the  courteous  Paladin : 
The  prudent  hermit,  foon  as  he  had  known 
So  much  good  will,  now  made  his  entrance  in ; 
Saying,  There  now  remains  nought  to  be  done, 
(And  I,  with  eafe,  hope  for  my  fuit  herein) 
But,  as  in  friendfhip  ye  united  be, 
Ye  make  a  contract  of  affinity. 

10. 

So  that,  from  two  of  fuch  illuftrious  race, 
Which  alike  noble  in  the  world  isn't  found, 
May  come  a  lineage,  which  more  bright  may  blaze, 
Than  the  bright  fun,  where'er  he  goes  his  round : 
And,  as  the  years  and  ages  forward  pafs, 
Shall  ftill  endure,  and  be  with  glory  crown'd, 
(As  God  infpires,  that  I  fhould  it  reveal) 
Long  as  the  heav'ns  their  ufual  circle  wheel. 

And,  on  this  fubjeft,  farther  did  defcant 
The  good  old  man,  fo  that  he  did  perfuade, 
Rinald  to  Ruggier  fhould  give  Bradamant, 
Who  did  not  need  much  herein  to  be  pray'd : 
Olivier  prais'd,  fo  did  the  Prince  Anglant, 
That  this  affinity  was  to  be  made  ; 
And  hope,  that  Charles  and  Amon  will  approve, 
As,  to  commend,  it  will  all  France  behove. 


12, 
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12. 


Coii  dicean  ;  ma  non  fapean,  cb'Amone 
Con  volant  a  del  figlio  di  Pipino 
N'avea  data  in  quei  giorni  iutenzione 
A  I'  Imp  era  dor  Greco  Cojlantino  j 
Che  gliela  domandava  per  Leone 
Suofigiio,  e  fuccejfir  nel  gran  domino. 
Se  n'era  pel  valor,  che  navea  intefo, 
Senza  vederla  il  giovinetto  accefo. 

13- 

RifpoJJo  gli  avea  Amon,  che  da  fe  folo 
AT0«  era  per  concbiudere  altramente  ; 
Nt  pria,  che  neparlaj/e  col  figliuolo 
Rinaldo  da  la  corte  allora  aJJ'ente: 
II  qualcredea,  che  vi  verrebbe  a  volo, 
E  che  di  grazia  avria  si  gran  parents. 
Pur  per  molto  rifpetto,  che  gli  avea 
Rifolver  fenza  lui  non  fe  volea. 

14- 

Or  Rinaldo  Ionian  dal  padre,  quella 
Pratica  Imperial  tutta  ignorando, 
Quivi  a  Ruggier  promette  laforella 
Di  fuo  par  ere,  e  di  parer  d1  Orlando, 
E  de  gli  altri,  ctfavea  Jeco  a  la  cella, 
Ma  Jopra  tutti  i  Eremita  injlando  j 
E  crede  veramente,  che  piacere 
Debba  ad  Amon  quel  parentado  avere. 


t,  e  la  notte,  e  del  feguente  giorno- 
Steron  gran  parte  col  Monaco  faggio  ; 
£%uafe  obbliando  al  leg  no  far  r  it  or  no, 
Bench*  il  vento  fpiraffe  al  lor  viaggio. 
Ma  i  lor  noccbieri,  a  cui  tanto  foggiorno 
Increfcea  omai,  mandar  piii  d'un  mejjaggiot 
Che  si  gliftimular  de  la  partita, 
Ch'  a  forz.a  fe  fpiccar  da  f  Eremita. 

16. 

Ruggier,  cbejlato  era  in  efelio  tanto, 
Ne  da  lo  fcoglio  avea  mai  mojjb  il  piede  j 
Tolfe  licenza  da  quel  Majlro  fanto, 
CWinfegnata  gli  avea  la  vera  fede. 
La  jpada  Orlando  gli  rimife  a  canto, 
Varme  d1  Ettorre,  il  buon  Frontin  gli  diede  j 
Si  per  moflrar  del  fuo  amor  fegno  efpre/o, 
Si  perfaper,  cbe  dianzi  erano  d'ej/b. 

11' 
E  quantunque  miglior  ne  fincantata 

Spada  ragione  aveffe  il  Paladino, 
Che  con  pena,  e  travaglio  gia  levata 
L'avea  dal  for  mi  da  bile  giardino  ; 
Che  non  avea  Ruggiero  ;  a  cui  donata 
Dal  ladrofu,  cbe  gli  die  ancor  Frontino  } 
Pur  volentier  glie  la  dono  col  refto 
Dt  I'arme,  tcjlo  che  nefu  richiejio. 
3 


So  faid  they ;  but  they  knew  not  that  Amon, 
To  which  the  fon  of  Pipin  did  incline, 
Had,  at  that  time,  fix'd  his  intention, 
Unto  the  Grecian  Emp'ror  Conflantine ; 
Who  her  of  him  demanded  for  his  fon 
Leon,  the  heir  of  his  dominions  fine  : 
With  her  great  valour,  wherein  (he  was  fam'd, 
The  youth  was,  without  feeing  her,  enflam'd. 

Amon  had  anfwer'd,  that  by  him  alone 
This  could  not  ended  be  in  any  way, 
Before  that  he  had  fpoken  to  his  fon 
Rinaldo,  who  now  from  the  court  does  flay ; 
Who,  he  believ'd,  would  thither  haflen  on, 
And  for  fuch  great  alliance  thanks  would  pay : 
Yet  for  the  much  refpecl,  he  to  him  fhew'd, 
He  would  not,  without  him,  herein  conclude. 

14. 

Rinaldo  now,  not  to  his  father  near, 
Nor  of  th' imperial  treaty  knowing  aught, 
A  promife  of  his  fifler  made  Ruggier, 
As  he,  and  as  Orlando  proper  thought, 
And  th'  others,  at  the  cell,  who  with  him  were ; 
But  above  all  the  Hermit,  this  who  fought : 
And  truly  judg'd,  that  needs  mufl  have  delight 
Amon,  in  this  alliance  to  unite. 

That  day  and  night,  and  of  the  foll'wing  day 
Great  part,  they  flay'd  with  the  fage  Eremite, 
As  mindlefs  to  go  to  their  veflel  they, 
Altho'  the  wind  blew  for  their  voyage  right ; 
But  now  their  failors,  whom  fo  long  a  flay 
Difpleas'd,  by  many'  a  me/Tage  them  invite, 
Which  them  to  their  departure  prompted  fo, 
Per  force  they  from  the  Hermit  hafly  go. 

1 6. 

Ruggier,  who  had  fo  long  in  exile  flay'd, 
Nor  from  the'  rock  one  flep  had  ever  gone, 
His  lafl  refpefts  t'his  holy  mailer  paid, 
Who  the  true  faith  to  him  had  fully  fhown : 
Orlando  gave  him  brave  Frontin,  the  blade, 
And  arms  of  Heftor,  of  fuch  vafl  renown, 
As  well  plain  fignal  of  his  love  to  (hew, 
As  that  they  formerly  were  his,  he  knew. 

And  altho',  over  this  enchanted  blade, 
A  better  title  had  the  Paladin, 
Which  once,  with  pain  and  toil,  he  taken  had, 
From  forth  the  garden  with  fuch  dread  therein. 
Than  had  Ruggier,  to  whom  a  prefent  made 
Of  it  a  thief,  who  alfo  gave  Frontin  : 
Yet  him  he  gave  it  willing,  with  the  reft 
O'th'  arms,  immediately  on  his  requeft. 


18, 
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18. 


Fur  benedetti  dalVeccbio  devoto, 
E  iul  navilio  al  fin  ft  ritornaro. 
I  remi  a  Facqua,  e  dier  le  vele  al  Notot 
E  fu  lor  sifereno  il  tempo,  e  chiaro, 
Che  non  vi  bifognoprego,  ne  voto, 
Fin  cbe  nelporto  di  Marfilia  entraro. 
Ma  quivijtiano  tanto,  cb'io  conduca 
Infieme  AJlolfo  il  gloriofo  Duca. 

Poi  cbe  de  la  vittoria  AJlolfo  intefe, 
Cbe  fanguinofa,  e  poco  lieta  s'ebbe; 
Vedendo,  cbeficura  da  foffefe 
Z)' Africa  oggirnai  Francia  ejjer  potrebbe  j 
Penso,  chelRede'Nubiinjuopaefc 
Con  I'eferdto  fuo  rimanderebbe 
Per  lajlrada  medeftma,  che  tenne, 
Ruanda  contra  Bijerta  fe  ne  venne, 

20. 

L'armata,  cbe  i  Pagan  ruppe  ne  Fonde, 
Gia  rimandata  avea  i  I  figliuol  d'Ugiero. 
Di  cui,  nuovo  miracolo  !  le  fponde, 
(Tofto  che  ne  fu  ujcito  il  popolnere] 
E  le  poppe,  e  le  prore  muto  in  fronde, 
E  ritornolle  al  fuojlato  primiero : 
Poi  venne  il  vento,  e  come  cofa  lieve, 
Levolle  in  aria,  e  fe  fparire  in  breve. 

21. 

Chi  a  piedi,  e  chi  in  arcion  tutte  partita 
D' Africa  fer  le  Nubiane  f  chi  ere. 
Ma  prima  AJlolfo  ft  chiamo  infinita 
Grazia  al  Senapo,  ed  immortale  avere ; 
Che  gli  venne  in  perfona  a  dare  aita 
Con  ogni  sforzo,  ed  ogni  fuo  pot  ere. 
AJlolfo  lor  ne  I'uterino  claujftro 
A  portar  diede  ilfiero,  e  turbido  AuJJro. 

22. 

Ne  gli  utri  dico  il  vento  die  lor  chiufo, 
Ch'ufcir  di  mezzo  di  fuol  con  talrabbia, 
Cbe  move  a  guifa  d'onde,  e  leva  infufo, 
E  ruota  fin  in  cielTarida  fabbia  ; 
Accio  fe  lo  port  offer  o  a  lor'ufo, 
Che  per  cammino  a  far  danno  non  abbia ; 
E  che,  poi  giunti  ne  la  lor  regione, 
AveJ/ero  a  lajjar  fuor  di  prigione. 

Scrive  Turpino,  come  fur  o  a  i  pajji 

De  I  alto  Atlante,  cbe  i  cavalli  loro 

Tutti  in  ufi  punto  diventaron  fajfi, 

Si  cbe,  come  venir,  fe  ne  tor  nor  o. 

Ma  tempo  e  omai,  cb'Ajlolfo  in  Francia  pi 

E  cosi,  poi  che  del  ±aefe  Mora 

Ebbe  provifto  tfluoghi  principally 

4 1' Ippogrifo  fuo  fe  fp'iegar  I'ali. 
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18. 

Th'  old  man  devout  to  them  his  blefiing  gave, 
And  back,  at  laft,  they  to  their  bark  repair, 
To  th'  winds  their  fails,  their  oars  give  to  the  wave, 
And  for  them  was  the  time  fo  bright  and  fair, 
Of  off'ring  vows,  or  pray'rs,  no  need  they  have, 
Till  to  Marfilia's  port  arriv'd  they  are ; 
But  here  remain  they,  till  I  bring  along 
The  glorious  Duke  Aftolfo,  them  among. 

19. 

Soon  as  Aftolf  heard  of  the  victory, 
Wherein  fuch  blood  was  loft,  fmall  joy  they  gain ; 
Seeing  fecure,  from  future  injury, 
From  Africa,  henceforth  would  France  remain, 
He  thought,  that  Nubia's  King,  to  his  country, 
He,  with  his  army,  would  fend  back  again, 
The  felf-fame  way,  which  they  had  travelTd  o'er, 
When  they  Biferta  came  to  lay  before. 

20. 

Th'  armada,  which,  at  fea,  the  Pagans  beat, 
Now  back  remanded  had  Ugiero's  fon, 
Of  which  the  fides,  new  miracle  and  great, 
Soon  as  the  Negro  people  out  were  gone, 
And  prow  and  poop  did  into  leaves  tranflate, 
And  brought  them  to  their  firft  condition : 
Then  came  the  wind,  and,  as  a  thing  fo  light, 
Took  them  in  air,  and  foon  bore  out  of  fight. 

21. 

Their  outfet  fome  on  foot,  on  horfe  fome  made, 
Of  all  the  Nubian  force,  from  Africa ; 
But  firft  Aftolfo  endlefs  thanks  difplay'd, 
Unto  Senapus,  which  he'd  ever  pay, 
That  he  in  perfon  came  to  give  him  aid, 
With  all  his  might,  with  all  his  arm'd  array. 
Aftolfo  gave  the  fierce,  and  rough  fouth  wind 
To  them,  which  late  he  did  in  fatchels  bind. 

22. 

In  bags  flint  up,  I  fay,  the  winds  he  gave, 
Which,  mid-day,  ufe,  out  with  fuch  rage  to  go, 
They  lift  up  high,  and  move  juft  as  a  wave 
The  burning  fands,  and  them  to  heaven  throv/, 
That  them  they,  bearing  for  their  ufe,  might  have, 
That  by  their  way  they  might  no  mifchief  do, 
And  in  their  country  when  arriv'd  they  be, 
From  their  imprifonment  they  them  might  free. 

23- 

Turpin  relates,  when  to  the  pafs  they 'ad  gone 
Of  Atlas  .high,  the  horfes,  which  them  bore, 
All,  in  an  inftant,  were  turn'd  into  ftone ; 
So  they  went  back,  juft  as  they  came  before; 
But  now  'tis  time  Aftolf  to  France  pafs  on, 
And  fo,  when  he  o'th'  country  of  the  Moor, 
O'th'  places  principal  had  taken  care, 
He  caus'd  his  Hippogryph  expand  his  wings  in  air. 

24. 
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Vdl  in  Sardigna  in  un  batter  d't  penne, 
E  di  Sardigna  ando  nel  lito  Corjo ; 
£  quindi  fopra  il  mar  lajlrada  tenne 
Torcendo  alquanto  a  man  Jinijira  il  morfo. 
Ne  le  mare  mine  a  I' ultimo  ritenne 
De  la  ricca  Provenza  il  leggier  corfy, 
Dove  Jegui  de  I'lppogrifo,  quanta 
Gli  dijje  gia  /' Evangelifta  fanto. 

25. 

Hagli  commejjo  il  fanto  Evangelifla, 
Chepiit,  giunto  in  Provenza  non  lo  fproni ; 
E  c/fa  I'impeto  fier  piu  non  refijla 
Con  fella,  e  fren,  ma  liberta  gli  doni. 
Gia  avea  ilpiu  bajfo  del,  che  fempre  acquijla 
Del  perder  nojiro,  al  corno  tolti  i  fuoni, 
Che  muto  era  rejlato,  non  che  roco9 
Tojla  ch'entro  il  guerrier  nel  divin  loco. 

26. 

Venne  Ajlolfo  a  Mar/ilia,  e  venne  a  punto 
11  di,  che  it1  era  Orlando,  ed  Olivier  o, 
E  quel  da  Montalbano  inficme  giunto 
Co' I  buon  Sobrino,  e  col  miglior  Ruggiero. 
La  memoria  del  Sozio  lor  defunto 
Vieto,  che  iPaladini  non  patera 
Injieme  cost  a  punto  rallegrarfi, 
Come  in  tanta  vittoria  dovea  farji. 

27. 

Carlo  avea  di  Sicilia  avuto  avvifo 
De  i  duo  Re  morti,  e  di  Sobrino  prefo, 
E  ch'era  jlato  Brandimarte  uccifo  ; 
Poi  di  Ruggiero  avea  non  meno  intefo  j 
E  nejlava  col  cor  lieto,  e  col  vifo 
D'aver  gittato  intollerabil  pefo, 
Che  gia  fu  fopra  gli  omeri  st  greve, 
Chejlara  un  pezzo,  pria  che  ft  rilevc. 

28. 

Per  onorar  cojlor,  ch'eran  fojlegno 
Del  fanto  Im^erio,  e  la  maggior  colonna^ 
Carlo  mand-j  la  nobilta  del  Rcgno 
Ad  incontrarli  fin  fopra  la  Sonna. 
Egli  ufci  poi  col  fno  drappelpiu  degno 
Di  Re,  e  di  Duci,  e  con  la  propria  Dcnna 
Fuor  de  le  mura,  in  compagnia  di  Idle, 
E  ben  ornate,  e  nobili  donzelle. 

29- 

UlmperaJor  con  chiara,  e  lieta  frcnle 
IPaladini,  eg.iamici,  e  i  parent  i, 
La  nobilta,  la  plcbc,  fauna  al  Conte, 
Ed  a  gli  altri  d'amor  fegni  evident! . 
Gridar  s'ode  Mongrana,  e  Chiaramonte  : 
Si  toflo  non  finir  gli  abbracciamenti. 
Rinaldo,  e  Orlando  infieme,  ad  Olivier o 
Al  Signer  loro  apprefcntar  Ruggiero, 


24. 

At  the  firft  flroke  he  to  Sardinia  flew, 
And  thence  upon  the  Corfan  (hoar  did  light, 
And,  thence,  his  road  did  by  the  fea  perfue, 
Turning  a  little  to  the  left  his  bit : 
At  laft,  upon  the  meadows,  in  he  drew, 
Of  Provence  opulent,  his  courfer  light, 
Where  follow'd  of  his  Hippogryph  the  reft, 
Which  had  th'  holy  Evangelifl  exprefs'd. 

Him,  had  ordain'd  th'  holy  Evangelifr, 
To  fpur  not,  when  in  Provence  he  arrive, 
Nor  more  his  furious  violence  refift 
With  bit  or  faddle,  but  his  freedom  give: 
The  lower  heaven,  which,  by  us  what's  mifs'd, 
Still  gains,  his  horn  did  of  its  found  deprive, 
Which  wholly  dumb,  not  only  hoarfe,  remain'd, 
Soon  as  that  facred  fpot  the  warrior  gain'd. 

26. 

Aftolf  came  to  Marfilia  punctually, 
The  day  whereon  Orland  and  Olivier, 
And  he  of  Montalban  arriv'd  there  be, 
With  brave  Sobrin,  and  with  more  brave  Ruggier: 
Of  their  companion  dead  the  memory 
Forbad  the  Paladins  fuch  pow'r  to  mare 
Together  of  rejoicing  to  fuch  height, 
As,  for  fo  great  a  victory,  they  might. 

27- 

Charles  did,  from  Sicily,  the  news  obtain, 
O'th'  two  Kings  dead,  and  Sobrin  prifoner; 
Alfo  that  Brandimarte  had  been  (lain  ; 
Of  Ruggier,  after,  he  no  lefs  did  hear 
And  does  with  chearful  heart,  and  look  remain, 
Having  a  weight  caft  off,  fo  hard  to  bear, 
Which,  on  his  moulders,  him  fo  much  had  griev'd, 
Long  time  he'd  be,  before  he  was  reliev'd. 

28. 

To  honour  thefe,  who  were  the  ftrong  fupport 
O'th'  holy  Empire,  column  the  moft  great, 
Charles  the  nobility  fent  of  his  court, 
Up  to  the  river  Sonna,  them  to  meet : 
Then  went  himfelf,  with  troop  of  worthieft  fort 
Of  Kings  and  Dukes ;  his  Queen  hcrfelf  did  wait 
Without  the  walls,  with  a  fine  company 
Of  ladies  drefs'd,  and  of  nobility. 

29. 

The  Emperor,  with  gay  and  chearful  front, 
The  Paladins,  their  friends  and  kindred  dear, 
The  noblefle,  populace,  (hew  to  the  Count, 
And  to  the  reft,  of  love  the  tokens  elf ar. 
To  (hout  were  heard  Mongrane  and  Claramont : 
So  foon  as  finifh'd  their  embraces  were ; 
Rinald,  Orland,  and  with  them  Olivier, 
Unto  their  Sovereign  prefent  Ruggier. 

3°' 
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E  git  narrar,  cbe  dl  Ruggier  di  Rifa 
Era  Jigliuol,  di  virtu  uguale  al  padre  ; 
St  fia  amrnofO)  e  forte,  ed  a  cbe  guija 
Sappiaferir,  fan  dir  le  noflre  fquadre. 
Con  Bradamante  in  quejfo  vien  Marfifa 
Le  due  compagne  nobili,  e  leggiadre. 
Ad  abbracciar  Ruggier  vien  la  forella  j 
Con  piu  rifpettojla  I'altra  Donzella. 

31. 

L'Imperador,  Ruggier  fa  rifalire, 
CVera  per  river  enza  fcefo  a  piede  j 
E  lofa  a  par  a  par  feco  venire ; 
E  di  do,  cb'a  onorarlo  fi  ricbiede, 
Un  puntofol  non  lajfa  prefer  ire. 
Ben  fapea,  cbe  tomato  era  a  lafede\ 
Cbe  tojio  cbe  i  Guerrier  furo  a  iafciutto, 
Certificato  avean  Carlo  del  tutto. 

32. 

Con  pompa  trionfal,  con  fejla  grande 
Tornaro  infieme  dentro  a  la  cittade, 
Cbe  di  frondi  verdeggia,  e  di  ghirlande^ 
Coperte  a  pannifon  tutte  lejlrade. 
Nembo  d'erbe  e  di  far  d'altofifpande, 
E  fopra,  e  intorno  a  i  vincitori  cade, 
Cbe  da  veroni,  e  da  finejlre  amene 
Donne,  e  Donzellc  gittano  a  man  piene. 

Al  volgerfi  de  i  canti  in  vari  locbi 
Trovano  arcbi,  e  trofei  fubito  fatti ; 
Cbe  di  Biferta  le  mine,  e  ifocbi 
Mojlran  dipinti,  ed  altri  degni  fatti  : 
Altrove  pakhi  con  diverji  giochi, 
E  fpettacoli,  e  mimi,  e  fcenici  atti  : 
Ed  e  per  tutti  i  canti  il  titol  vero 
Scritta,  A  i  liberator ~i  de  I' Imp  era. 

34- 

Fra  ifuon  $  argute  trornbe,  e  di  canore 
Pi  fare,  e  d'ogni  mufica  armonia ; 
Fra  rife,  e  plaufo,  e  giubilo,  e  favor  e 
Delpopolo,  cb'appena  vi  capia  ; 
Stnonto  alpalazzo  il  Magno  Imperadore, 
Ovepiu  giorni  quella  compagnia 
Con  torniamenti,  perfonaggi,  e  farfe, 
Danze,  e  conviti  attefe  a  diiettarfe. 

Rinaldo  tin  gisrnc  al  padre  fa  fapere, 
Che  la  forella  a  Ruggier  dar  volea  ; 
Ch'in  prefenza  d 'Orlando  per  rnogliere, 
E  d' Olivier,  promeffa  glie  tavea  j 
Li  quali  eranofeco  $  unparere, 
Che  parentads  far  non  fi  potea 
Pernobilta  difangue,  e  per  valor  e, 
Cbefojfi  a  qv.efto par,  non  cbe  migliore. 


3( 

And  tell  him,  This  is  of  Ruggier  of  Rife 
The  fon,  like  to  his  fire,  iu  valour  great : 
If  he  be  flout  and  brave,  and  in  what  guife 
He  knows  to  flrike,  our  fquadrons  can  relate  ; 
With  Bradamant  then  enters  in  Marphife, 
Thefe  two  companions  lovely  and  elate: 
His  fifler  comes,  her  Ruggier  to  embrace ; 
With  more  referve,  the  other  damfel  flays. 

3i- 

The  Emperor  caus'd,  to  remount,  Ruggier, 
Who,  thro'  refpect,  defcended  on  his  feet, 
And  made  him,  by  his  fide,  ride  to  him  near, 
And  of  whate'er  to  honour  him  was  meet, 
Not  any  fingle  point  would  he  forbear  : 
That  h"ad  turn'd  to  the  faith,  he  news  did  get ; 
For  when  the  warriors  the  land  touch'd  upon, 
They  inflantly  the  whole  to  Charles  made  known. 

32- 

With  pompous  triumph,  grand  feflivity, 
Together  they  into  the  city  go ; 
Which  bloom'd  with  verdant  boughs,  with  tapeflry, 
And  garlands  cover'd  were  the  flreets  quite  thro' ; 
And  fhow'rs  of  herbs  and  flow'rs  were  fpread  on  high, 
And  round  about,  and  o'er  the  conqu'rors  flow, 
Which,  from  balconies,  and  the  windows  fweet, 
The  dames  and  nymphs  cafl  forth,  with  hands  replete. 

33- 

Each  corner  where  they  turn,  in  various  place, 
They  arches  find,  and  fudden  trophies  made, 
Biferta  ruin'd,  and  in  fiery  blaze, 
And  other  worthy  adlions,  paint  difplay'd : 
Elfewhere  they  flages  rais'd,  with  difl'rent  plays, 
And  fpeftacles,  and  comic  fcenes,  furvey'd, 
And  on  all  fides,  in  titles  true,  they  read, 
To  the  brave  Heroes,  who  the  Empire  freed. 

34- 

'Midfl  the  fhrill  fife's,  and  the  loud  trumpet's  found, 
And  of  all  kind  of  mufick's  harmony, 
'Midfl  mirth,  claps,  jubilees,  and  fhouts,  around, 
O'th'  populace,  which  fcarce  contain'd  could  be, 
The  Emp'ror,  at  his  palace,  lights  on  ground : 
Where,  for  a  many  days,  this  company, 
In  tournaments,  in  plays  of  diff'rent  fort, 
In  dance,  in  treat,  remain  in  chearful  fport. 

Rinaldo  caus'd,  one  day,  his  father  hear, 

That  for  Ruggier  his  fifler  he  inclin'd; 

In  prefence  of  Orland  and  Olivier, 

He  promife  made,  fhe  fliould  his  fpoufe  be  join'd, 

Who  both  with  him  in  the  fame  judgment  were, 

That  an  alliance  they  would  no-where  find, 

For  valour,  and  nobility  of  blood, 

That  better  was  than  this,  nor  yet  fo  good. 
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Ode  Amone  il  figliuol  con  qualche  fdfgno ; 

fenza  confer  irk  feco,  egli  ofa 
La  figlia  maritar;  ch'effb  ha  difeg 


Che,  fenza  conferirlo  feco,  egli  ofa 

afiglia  maritar,  ch'effb  ha  difegno, 
Che  del  figliuol  di  Cojiantinjja  fpofa, 


Non  di  Ruggier,  il  qual  non  ch'abbia  regno, 
Ma  non  pub  al  mondo  dir  :  Quejia  e  mia  cofa  ; 
JVe  fa,  che  nobilta  pocofiprezza, 
E  men  virtu,  fe  non  v'e  ancor  ricchezza. 

Ma  piu  d*Amon  la  moglie  Beatrice 
Biafma  ilfigliuolo,  e  cbiamalo  arrogante 
E  in  fecreto,  e  in  palefo  contradict^ 


Che  di  Ruggier  fia  moglie  Bradamante. 
A  tutta  fua  poffanza  Imperadrice 
Ha  difegnato  far  la  di  Levant  e. 
Sta  Rinaldo  ojlinato,  che  non  vuole, 
Che  manchi  un  iota  de  le  fue  parole. 

38^ 

La  madre,  ch'aver  crede  a  le  fue  voglie 
Lamagnanima  figlia,  la  conforta, 
Che  dica,  che  piu  tojlo,  cb'ejjer  moglie 
D'un  pover  cavalier,  vuole  effer  morta. 
A^  mai  piic  per  figliuola  la  raccoglie, 
Se  quejia  ingiuria  delfratelfopporta. 
Neghi  pur  con  audacia,  e  tenga  faldo, 
Che  per  forzarla  non  far  a  Rinaldo. 

39- 

Sta  Bradamante  tacita,  m  al  detto 

De  la  madre,  s'arrifca  a  contradire  ; 

Che  I'  ha  in  tal  riverenza,  e  in  tal  rifpetto, 

Che  non  potria  penfar  non  Fubbidire. 

Da  Valtra  parts  terria  gran  difetto, 

Se  quel,  che  non  vuol  far,  voliffe  dire. 

Non  vuol,  per  che  non  puo  ;  che'  I  poco,  el  molto 

Poter  di  fe  difporre,  Amor  le  ha  tolto. 

40. 

A^  negar,  ne  mojlrarfene  contenta 
S'ardifce;  efolfofpira,  e  non  rifponde  ; 
Poi  quando  e  in  luogo^  ch'altri  non  la  fenta^ 
Verfan  lagrime  gli  occhi  a  guifa  d'onde  ; 
E  parte  del  dolor  ^  che  la  tormenta^ 
Sentir  fa  al  petto,  ed  a  le  chiotne  bionde\ 
Che  I'un  percote,  e  Faltrojlraccia,  e  f  range  ; 
E  cost  par  la,  e  cosi  feco  piange, 

41. 

Oime  vorrb  quel,  che  non  vuol,  chi  deve 
Poter  del  voler  mio,  piu  che  pofs'io  ? 
II  voler  di  mia  madre  avro  in  si  lieve 
Stima,  ch'io  lo  poj'ponga  a  I  voler  mio  ? 
Deb,  qual  peccato  puote  ejjer  si  greve 
A  una  Donzella  ?  qual  biafmo  si  rio  ? 
Come  quejhfara,  fe,  non  volendo 
Chi  fempre  ho  da  ubbidir,  marito  prendo  ? 
VOL.  II. 
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36. 

Amon,  with  fome  refentment,  hears  hij  fon, 
That  he  fhould  dare,  ne'er  telling  his  delign, 
His  daughter  give,  for  h"ad  intention, 
She  fhonld  efpoufe  the  fon  of  Conflantine, 
And  not  Ruggier,  who  did  no  kingdom  own, 
Nor  in  the  world  can  fay,  This  thing  is  mine . 
Nor  knows,  little  is  priz'd  nobility, 
And  valour  lefs,  unlefs  there  riches  be. 

37- 

But,  more  than  Amon,  Beatrice,  his  fpoufe, 
Condemns  her  fon,  and  calls  him  arrogant : 
And  fecretly,  and  publick  does  refufe, 
That  of  Ruggier  the  wife  be  Bradamant, 
And  all  her  power  fhe  defigns  to  ufe, 
Her,  Emprefs  to  create  of  the  Levant. 
Obflinate  flood  Rinaldo,  and  will'd  not, 
The  word,  he  given  had,  fhould  fail  a  jot. 

38. 

The  mother,  thinking  fhe  had  to  her  mind 
Her  daughter  great  of  foul,  her  comforted : 
And  faid,  that  ere  fhe  fhould  the  wife  be  join'd 
To  a  poor  cavalier,  fhe'd  fee  her  dead. 
And,  for  her  child  to  own  her,  ne'er  defign'd,    v 
If  this,  her  brother's  wrong,  fhe  pardoned  : 
Deny  him  boldly,  and  be  'flablifh'd  well, 
Rinald  fhall  not  have  pow'r  you  to  compel. 

39- 

Bradamant  filent  flood,  at  what  had  faid 
Her  mother,  nor  would  rifk,  her  to  gainfay ; 
To  her  fhe  fuch  refpecl,  and  rev'rence  paid, 
She  her  could  no  how  think  to  difobey : 
On  t'other  hand,  it  great  defecT:  furvey'd, 
If  fhe,  what  fhe  ne'er  means  to  do,  would  fay; 
She  would  not,  for  fhe  could  not ;  great  or  fmall, 
Be  th'  pow'r  of  giving  her,  Love  has  it  all. 

40. 

Nor  to  deny,  nor  to  approve,  fhe  dares, 
And  only  fighing  flands,  and  ne'er  replys : 
After,  when  in  a  place  where  no  one  hears, 
Tears  like  a  river  trickle  from  her  eyes, 
And,  with  the  grief  and  torment,  which  fhe  bears, 
She  makes  her  breafl  and  trefTes  fympathize ; 
For,  one  fhe  tears  and  rends,  and  t'other  beats, 
And  thus  fhe  fpeaks,  and  thus  her  plaints  repeats. 

41. 

Ah  me !  fhould  I  will  that,  which  wills  not  fhe, 
Whofe  pow'r  o'er  me  is  greater,  than  my  own  ? 
My  mother's  will,  hold  in  fo  low  degree, 
Unto  my  will,  that  I  fhould  her's  poflpone  ? 
Ah  !  what  offence  fo  great  as  this  can  be  ? 
What  blame,  fo  fad  upon  a  rnaid  be  thrown? 
As  this  will  be,  if  I,  againfl  the  mind 
Of  her  I  fhould  obey,  to  fpoufe  be  join'd, 
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42. 


vfira,  miferamfy  dunque  poJJ'anza  ^ 
La  materna  pieta,  ch'io  fabbandoni^ 
O  mio  Ruggier  o  ?  e  cb'a  nuova  fperanza, 
A  defir  nuovo,  a  nuovo  amor  mi  doni  ? 
0  pur  la  riverenza,  e  FoJ/ervanza, 
Ch'a  i  buoni  padri  denno  i  figli  buoni  ^ 


Porro  da  parte ;  e  Jolo  avro  rifpcttc, 

A  mio  bene,  al  mio  gaudio,  al  mio  diletto  ? 


43- 

So  quanta,  ahi  la/ja^  debbo  far ;  fo  quants 
Di  buona  figlia  al  debito  convienfi. 
lo'lfo  $  ma  cbe  mi  val,  fe  non  pud  tanto 
La  ragion^  che  non  pojjano  piu  i  fenfi  ? 
S^  Amor  la  caccia^  e  la  fajiar  da  canto, 
Ne  lajja,  ih'io  difponga,  rie  cb'io  penfi 
Di  medifpor,  fe  non  quanta  a  luipiaccia, 
E  folj  quanta  egli  detti,  io  dica,  efaccia. 

44. 

Figlia  tF  Amongy  e  di  Beatrice  fono, 
Efon,  mifera  me^ferva  d'Amore. 
Da  i  genitori  tniei  trovar  perdono 
Spero,  e  pieta^  s'io  cadero  in  err  ore. 
Mafe  offender  o  Amor  ^  chi  far  a  buona 
A  fchivarmi  con  preghi  il  fuo  furore? 
Che  fol  voglia  una  di  miefcuje  udire^ 
E  non  mifacciafubiio  morire  ? 

45; 

Oime  !  con  lunga,  ed  ojiinata  prova 
Ho  cercato  Ruggier  trarre  a  laffde ; 
Ed  hollo  tratto  alfin ;  ma  che  mi  giova, 
Se'l  mio  ben  fare  in  util  d  altri  cede  ? 
Cosi,  ma  non  per  fe^  I'aperinnova 
11  mele  ogni  anno,  e  mai  non  lopojjiede. 
Ma  vo'prima  morir,  ckemai  Jiavero, 
Ch'io  pigli  altro  marito^  che  Rugglero. 

46. 

S'io  non  faro  a  I  mio  padre  ubbidiente, 
Ne  a  la  ?nia  madre ;  to  faro  al  mio  fratclls, 
Che  moltO)  e  mclto  e  piu  di  lor  prudente ; 
Ne  gli  ha  la  troppa  eta  tolto  il  cervetio. 
E  a  quejio^  che  Rinaldo  vuol,  confente 
Orlando  ancora  ;  e  per  me  ho  quejlo^  e  quello  j 
I  quali  duo  piu  onora  il  mondo,  e  teme^ 
Cht  ialtra  nojlra  gente  tutta  infieme. 

47; 

Sc  quejli  il  fior^  fe  quejii  ogn'unoftima 
La  gloria,  e  lojplendcr  di  Chiaramonte ; 
Sfjopra  gli  altri  ogriun  gli  a/za,  efublima 
Piiii  che  non  e  del  piede  alta  la  front  e ; 
Perch  debbo  voler^  che  di  me  prima 
Anion  dij],onga^  eke  Rinaldo^  e'l  Conte  ? 
V'.ler  nan  debba,  tanto  men,  cbe  mejja 
Indulbio  alGrecs,  e  a  Ruggier  Jui promejja. 


Shall  then,  alas !  my  filial  piety 

Have  pow'r  to  caufe  me  to  abandon  you, 

O,  my  Ruggier,  to  hopes  of  novelty, 

That  I  fliould  give  myfelf,  to  paffion  new  ? 

Or  elfe  the  rev'rence  and  obfervancy, 

That's  from  good  children,  to  good  parents  due. 

Calling  afide,  fhall  my  regard  be  fhown, 

To  my  own  joy,  delight,  and  good  alone  ? 

43- 

I  know,  alas !  what  I  fhould  do :  I  know, 
What  to  good  daughter  fuits,  perform  I  ought  : 
I  know :  but  what  avails  ?  fmce  pow'r  to  do 
Reafon  can't  have ;  but  more  the  fenfe  has  got  ? 
If  love  drives  that,  and  makes  that  diftant  go, 
Nor  fuffers  me  difpofe,  nor  yet  a  thought 
Have  of  difpofing  me,  but  as  he  pleafe ; 
And  only  fay  and  do,  juft  as  he  fays. 

44- 

Amon  and  Beatrice  me  their  daughter  own, 
And  I'm,  unhappy  me !  of  love  the  flave : 
I've  hope,  my  parents'  pardon  would  be  ftiown,        ^ 
And,  if  I  fell  in  error,  pity  have; 
But  fhould  I  love  offend,  what  pow'rful  one, 
With  pray'rs,  from  his  refentment,  me  can  fave  ? 
That  he  fhould  one  of  my  excufes  hear, 
And  to  deftroy  me,  inftantly,  forbear. 

45- 

Ah  me  !  by  trial  long  and  obftinate, 
I've,  to  the  faith,  fought  Ruggier  to  reduce : 
At  laft  have  brought  him ;  but  what  good  create, 
If  my  good  work  I  yield  to  other's  ufe? 
So,  bee,  not  for  itfelf,  does  renovate 
Yearly  its  fweets,  nor  fhares  its  own  produce  j 
But  I'd  die  fooner,  than  it  fhould  be  true, 
That  other  fpoufe  I  took,  Ruggier,  than  you. 

46. 

If  to  my  fire  I'm  not  obedient, 
Nor  mother,  to  my  brother  I  fhall  be ; 
Whofe  \vjfdom  is,  than  theirs,  of  more  extent, 
Nor  has  his  age  hurt  his  fagacity  : 
And,  to  what  wills  Rinaldo,  does  confent 
Orland,  and  both  of  them,  I  have  for  me : 
Tow'rds  whom  the  world  more  fear  and  honour  bears. 
Than  our  whole  nation  all  together  fhares. 

47- 

If  thefe  the  flower  are>  whom  all  admire. 
The  glory  and  the  fplendor  of  Claremont, 
If,  above  others  all,  thefe  are  rais'd  high'r, 
As  much  as  is  above  the  foot,  the  front. 
Why  fhould  I  yield,  that  rather  my  defire 
Amon  difpofe,  than  Rinald  and  the  Count  ? 
I  muil  not  yield :  the  iefs,  as  doubtfully 
I  to  the  Greek  was  giv'n,  to  Ruggier  folemnly. 

48. 
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Se  la  Donna  faffligge^  efi  tormenta ; 
Ne  di  Ruggier  la  mente  e  piu  quieta ; 
Cbe,  ancor  cbe  di  do  nuova  non  Ji  fenta 
Per  la  citta^  pur  non  e  a  lui  fegreta. 
Se(0  di  fua  fortuna  fe  lament  a ; 
La  qualfruir  tanto  fuo  ben  gli  vieta ; 
Pot  cbe  ricchezze  non  gli  ha  date,  e  regniy 
Di  cbe  ejlata  si  larga  a  mille  indegni. 

49- 

Di  tutti  gli  altri  bent,  o  cbe  concede 
Natura  all'uomo,  o  proprio  ftudio  acquijla. 
Aver  tanta,  e  talparte  eglifivede, 
^ual'y  e  quanta  altri  aver  mai  s'abbia  vifta  j 
Cb'a  fua  bellezza  ogni  bellezza  cede ; 
Cb'a  fua  pojfanza  e  raro  chi  refifta : 
Di  magnanimita,  di  fplendor  regio 
Aneffun,  piu  ch'a  luiy  fe  deve  il  pregia. 

.  5°: 

Ma  il  volgot  nel  cui  arbitrio  fan  gli  onorit 
Gbe,  come  pare  a  /«/',  /;'  le va,  e  dona ; 
Ne  dal  name  del  Volga  vogliofuori, 
Eccetto  I'uom  prudente^  trar  perfona ; 
Cbe  ne  Papi^  ne  Rey  m  Imperadori 
Non  ne  trae  fcettro^  mitra^  ne  corona^ 
Ma  la  prudenza^  ma  il  giudicio  buono  j 
Grazie,  cbe  dal  del  date  apochi  fono, 

51- 

Quefto  volgo,  per  dir  quel,  ch'io  vo'dire, 
Cb'altro  non  riverifce^  cbe  riccbezza  ; 
Ne  vede  cofa  al  mondo,  cbe  piu  ammire9 
E  fenza,  nulla  curat  e  nulla  apprezza  ; 
S/'tf,  quanta  vogiia  la  belta,  I'ardire, 
La  pojjanza  delcorpo^  la  deftrezza, 
La  virtU)  il  fennoy  la  bonta  ;  e  piu  i 
Di  ch'ora  vi  ragiono^  cbe  nel  rejto, 

52; 

Dicea  Ruggier ;  Se  pur'e  Amon  difpojla^ 
Cbe  la  figliuola  Irnperadrice  Jia9 
Con  Leon  non  conchiuda  cost  tojio  ; 
Almen  termine  un'anno  anco  mi  dia ; 
Cb'iofpero  intanto,  che  da  me  depojia 
Leon  col  padre  de  V  Imperio  fia  j 
E  poi  che  tolto  avro  lor  le  coroney 
Genera  indegno  non  far  o  a"Amont* 

Ma  fe  fafenza  indugio,  come  ha  detto^ 
Suocero  de  la  figlia  Cojlantmo  : 
S'a  la  promejja  non  avra  rifpetto 
Di  Rinaldo^  e  a"  Orlando  juo  cugino, 
Fattami  innanzi  al  Veccbio  benedetto^ 
Al  Marcbcfe  Olivier 'o,  e  al  Re  Sobrino ; 
Che  faro  ?  vo'patir  si  grave  torto  f 
O,  prima  cbe  patirhy  ejfer  pur  morto  ? 


If  the  afflifted  maid  herfelf  torments, 
Nor  of  Ruggier  the  mind  was  more  at  reft ; 
For,  tho'  of  this  no  news  itfelf  prefcnts, 
Throughout  the  city,  known  'twas  in  hjs  bread : 
Within  himfelf  his  fortune  he  laments, 
Who  of  fuch  good  forbids  him  be  poflHVcT, 
As  kingdom  {he,  and  wealth,  did  him  refills:, 
To  thoufands  of  unworthy  fo  profufe. 

49. 

Of  all  the  other  goods,  which  does  beftow 
Nature  to  man,  or  his  own  flu  dies  gain, 
As  great  a  portion  he  to  have  did  (how, 
As  any  other  ever  did  attain  : 
His  beauty  did  all  beauty  far  outgo  ; 
Againft  his  ftrength  few  could  themfelves  fuftaiu : 
Of  princely  fplendor,  magnanimity, 
The  prize  was  due  to  no  one,  more  than  he. 

50. 

But  the  bafe  vulgar,  who,  with  judgment  rude, 
Gives  honours,  and  refumes,  as  fancy's  fhow'n, 
Nor,  from  the  name  of  vulgar,  take  I  wou'd, 
Except  the  prudent  perfon,  any  one ; 
For,  neither  Pope,  King,  Emp'ror,  does  exclude, 
The  mitre,  or  the  fceptre,  or  the  crown ; 
But  prudence,  folid  judgment  of  the  mind, 
Favours,  which  heaven,  but  to  few,  has  join'd. 

51- 

This  vulgar,  to  fay  what  I  would  relate, 
That  nothing  elfe  but  riches  does  revere, 
Nor  fees  aught  it  admires  at  higher  rate, 
Without  it  nought  regards,  nor  aught  holds  dear ; 
Be  what  it  will,  beauty,  or  courage  great, 
Bodily  ftrength,  dexterity  moft  rare, 
Virtue,  wit,  goodnefs,  fix'd  is  to  that  one, 
More,  than  to  all  the  reft,  I  treat  upon, 

52- 

Ruggier  faid :  If  then  Amon  is  difpos'd, 
His  daughter  mould  by  match  an  Emprefs  be, 
Let  not  fo  foon  this  be  with  Leon  clos'd ; 
Let  him,  at  leaft,  give  one  year's  fpace  to  me : 
I  hope,  mean  time,  by  me  mall  be  depos'd 
Leon  and  father,  from  their  fov'reignty  : 
And  when  from  them  I  taken  have  their  crown, 
I'll  fon-in-law  be  worthy  of  Amon. 

But  if,  as  he  has  faid,  without  delay, 
He  daught'r-in-law  makes  her  of  Conftantine, 
And  to  the  promife  no  refpecl  will  pay, 
Made  by  Rinaldo,  and  Orland  his  kin, 
When  with  the  blefled  hermit  prefent  they, 
And  Marquis  Olivier,  and  King  Sobrin, 
What  mall  I  do  ?  a  wrong  fo  great  endure, 
Or  fuffer  death,  which  that  alone  can  cure  ? 

B  bb  2  54- 
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Deh  cbe  faro?  faro  dunque  vendetta 
Contra  i I  padre  di  lei  di  quejlo  oltraggio  ? 
Non  miro,  ch'io  nonfon  per  far lo  infretta, 
O  s'iii  tentarlo  to  mifiajhlto,  ofaggio? 
Ma  voglio  prefuppor,  ch'a  morte  io  metta 
L'iniquo  f/ecchio,  e  tutto  ilfuo  lignaggio : 
Quejlo  non  mi  far  a  perl  contento, 
Anzi  in  tutto  far  a  contra  il  mio  intento. 

Efufempre  ilmio  intento,  ede,  cbe  m' ami 
La  bella  donna  ;  e  non  che  mi  Jia  odiofa  : 
M.a,  quando  A/none  uccida,  b  facet,  o  trarni 


54  < 


Cofa  al  fratello,  o  a  gli  altri  fuoi 
Non  le  do  giujla  caufa,  che  mi  cbiami 
Nimico,  e  piu  non  voglia  ejjermi  fpofa  ? 
Che  debbo  dunque  far  ?  debbol  patire  ? 
Ab  non  per  Dio  ;  piu  tojlo  io  vo'morire. 

56. 

Anzi  non  vo'morir  ;  ma  vo',  cbe  moia 
Con  piu  ragion  quejlo  Leone  Augufto 
Venuto  a  dijiurbar  tanta  mia  gioia. 
Io  vo',  cbe  moia  tgli,  e'l  fuo  padre  ingiufla. 
Elena  bella  a  I'amator  di  Troia 
Non  cojto  ii,  ne  a  tempo  piu  vetujlo 
Proferpina  a  Piritos,  come  voglio, 
Cttal  padre,  e  al  figlio  co/li  il  mio  cordoglio. 

57- 

Puo  ejjer,  vita  mia,  che  non  ti  doglia 
Lafciare  il  tuo  Ruggier  per  quejlo  Greco  ? 
Potra  tuo  padre  far,  che  tu  h  toglia, 
Ancor  ch'avej/e  i  tuoi  fratelli  feco? 
Mafto  in  timer,  ch'abbipiu  to/to  voglia 
D\JJer  d'accordo  con  Amon,  che  meco  -t 
E  che  ti  paia  ajjai  miglior  partita 
Cefare  aver,  ch'un  pri-vato  uom  marito. 

58. 

Sara  pojjibil  mal,  cbe  neme  regio+ 
Tit  oh  Imperial,  grandezza  e  pompa 
Di  Bradamante  mia  I'animo  egregio, 
II  gran  valor,  I' alt  a  virtu  corrompa  ? 
Si  ch'abbia  da  tenere  in  minor  pregio 
La  data  fede,  e  le  promejje  rompa; 
Ne  piu  tojh  cH  Amon  farfi  nimica, 
Che  quel,  cbe  dot  to  m'ha,fempre  n&n  dica  ? 

59- 

Diceva  quejle,  ed  altre  cofe  molte 
R.aglonando  fra  fe  Kuggiero,  e  fpejfo 
Le  dicea  in  guifa,  ch'erano  racco\te 
Da  cbi  talor  fe  gli  trovava  apprejjo.; 
Si  cbd  it  tormentofuo  piu  di  due  volte 
Era  ci  colei,  per  cui  pativa,  efprej/b  ; 
A  cui  non  dolea  meno  il  fentir  lui 
Cos;  doler>  che  i  propri  affannl  ful. 


How  /hall  I  aft  ?  Shall  1  revenge  perfue, 
Againft  her  father,  tor  fuch  injury  ? 
I  know  not,  if  I  mayn't  too  hafly  do, 
Or  if  I  wife  or  weak  am,  this  to  try ; 
But  I  will  pre-fuppofe,  that  now  I  flew 
Th'  unjuft  old  man,  and  all  his  family : 
This  will  by  no  means  make  for  my  content, 
Rather,  throughout,  'twill  be  'gainft  my  intent. 

55- 

That  me  mould  love,  ftill  has  been  my  defire, 
This  charming  maid,  not  to  feem  odious ; 
But  if  I  Amon  flay,  or  aught  confpire, 
'Gainft  brother,  or  her  friends,  that's  mifchievous, 
Give  I  her  not  juft  caufe  to  call,  in  ire, 
Me  foe,  nor  more  incline  to  be  my  fpoufe  ? 
What  fliould  I  do  then  ?  this  muft  fuffer  I  ? 
Ah,  no,   by  heav'n,  I  fooner  far  will  die. 

56. 

Rather  I  will  not  die,  but  will  deftroy, 
With  better  reafon,  this  Leon  Auguft, 
Who  comes  to  interrupt  my  blifsful  joy ; 
I  will,  he  die,  and  this  his  fire  unjuft : 
Fair  Helen,  to  her  lover,  once,  of  Troy, 
Nor,  in  more  ancient  time,  fo  dearly  coft 
Proferpine  to  Pirithous,  as  I  will 
Make  coft  the  fon  and  father,  for  my  ill. 

57- 

Is't  poflible,  my  life,  you  don't  repine 
To  leave,  for  this  fame  Greek,  your  own  Ruggier  ? 
Or  can  your  father  make  you  with  him  join, 
Altho'  of  the  fame  mind  your  brothers  were  ? 
But  I'm  in  fear,  that  you  may  more  incline, 
To  Amon's  wifli,  than  mine,  yourfelf  to  pair, 
And  that  to  you  much  better  bargain  mows, 
Caefar,  than  private  man  to  have  for  fpoufe. 

58. 

Is't  poffible,  the  name  of  diadem, 
Imperial  title,  grandeur,  pompous  ftate, 
Should  e'er  my  Bradamante's  foul  fupreme 
Corrupt,  her  virtue  high,  her  valour  great, 
That  me  her  given  faith  in  lefs  efteem 
Should  hold,  and  from  her  promifes  retreat  ? 
And  left  herfelf  fhe  foe.  to  Amon  make, 
What  {he  has  fpoke  to.  me,  fhould  e'er  unfpeak  ? 

59- 

Thefe,  and  a  many  other  matters  faid,. 
Expoftulating  with  himfeif,  Ruggier  : 
And  faid  them,  oft,  in  guife,  they  known  were  made 
To  thofe,  fometimes,  that  might  be  to  him  near  r 
So  that  his  torments  oftentimes  convey'd 
Were  unto  her,  for  whom  he  them  did  bear ; 
Who,  for  his  grief,  no  lefs  does  undergo, 
Than  fhe  endures  from  her  own  proper  woe. 

6.Q., 
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60. 

Ma  piud'ogni  altro  duol,  cbe  le  fia  detto 
Che  tormenti  Ruggier,  di  quejlo  ha  doglia, 
Cb'intende,  che  saffligge  per  fojpetto, 
Ch'ella  lui  lafci,  e  cbe  quel  Greco  voglia ; 
Onde,  accibfi  conforti,  e  che  del  petto 
Quejla  credenza,  e  quejlo  error  Ji  tcglia, 
Per  una  di  fue  fide  earner  i  ere 
Glife  quejle  parole  un  di  fapere. 

61. 

Ruggier,  qual  femprefui,  tarejjer  viglio 
Fin' a  la  morte,  e  piu,  fe  piu  fi  puote. 
O  fiami  Amor  benigno,  b  muji  orgoglia, 
O  me  Fortuna  in  alto,  b  in  bajjb  rote  ; 
Immobil  fan  di  vera  fede  fcoglio, 
Che  d' ogn' intorno  ilvento,  e  ilmar  percote. 
Ne  giammai  per  bonaccia,  ne  per  verno 
Luogo  mutai,  ne  muterb  in  eterno. 

62. 

Scarpellofi  vedra  di  piombo,  o  lima 
For  mare  in  varie  imagini  Diamante , 
Prima  che  colpo  di  Fortuna,  b  prima 
Ch'ira  d'  Amor  rompa  il  mio  cor  collante ; 
E  fi  vedra  tornar  verfo  la  cima 
DeVAlpe,  il  fiume  torbido,  e  fonante, 
Che  per  nuovi  accidenti,  a  buoni,  b  rei, 
Facdano  altro  viaggio  i  penfier  miei. 

.63-    . 

A  iioi  Ruggier  tutto  il  dominio  ho  dato 
Di  me,  che  forfe  e  piu,  ch'altri  non  credf ; 

50  ben,  cJ)a  nuovo  Principe  giurata 
Nm  fu  di  quejla  mai  la  maggior  fede ; 
i>,  cbe  ne  almondo  il  piu  ficurojlato 
Di  quejlo  Re,  ne  Imperador  pojjiede.     . 
Non  vi  bifcgna  far  fojja^  ne  torre 

Per  dubbio,  ch'altri  a  voi  lo  venga  a  torre  ? 

64.    • 

Che,  Jenza  elf  ajjoldiate  altra  perfona, 
Non  verra  aj/alto,  a  cui  non  ft  refijia. 
Non  e  ricchezza  ad  efpugnarmi  buona  -r 
Non  ft  vilprezzo  un  cor  gentile  acquijla. 
N't  nobilta,  ne  altezza  di  corona, 
Cb'al  volgo  fciocco  abbagliar  fuel  la  viJJa^ 
Non  belta,  che  in  lieve  animo  pub  aj/ai, 
Vedro,  cbe  piii  di  voi  mi  piaccia  mai. 

65- 

Non  avete  a  t&ner,  ch' in  forma  nuova 
Intagliare  il  mio  cor  mai  piu  fi  pojja, 

51  I' imagine  vojira  fi  ritrova 
Scolpita  in  lui,  ctiejfir  non  pub  rimojfa ;. 
Cbe'/  cor  non  ho  di  cera,  bofatto  prova  j 
Che  gli  die  cento,  non  elf  una  percoj/'a 
Amor,  prima  cbe  fcaglia  nelevafl'e, 

a  I'imagin  vojlra  lo  ritrajfe. 
3 


F  U  R  I  O  S  O. 

60. 

But  than  all  other  woe,  that's  to  her  known, 
This  molr,  which  griev'd  Ruggier,  does  her  torment, 
To  hear,  he's  tortur'd  with  fufpicion, 
That  him  fhe'd  leave,  and  to  the  Greek  confent : 
To  comfort  him,  that  from  his  breafl  be  thrown 
Such  thought ;  that  fhe  fuch  error  may  prevent, 
She,  by  one,  was  her  faithful  chamber-maid, 
To  him  thefe  words  caus'd  one  day  be  convey'd. 

61. 

Ruggier,  fuch  as  I  was,  fuch  will  I  be 
Till  death,  and  longer  were  it  poflible, 
Be  love,  or  kind,  or  ufe  me  haughtily, 
Or  me,  or  high  or  low,  let  fortune  wheel : 
As  rock,  I'm  fix'd,  in  true  fidelity, 
Which  round,  the  ftrokes  of  wind  and  fea  does  feel  i 
Nor  tho'  the  feafon  flormy  be,  or  frill, 
Chang' d  I  my  place,  nor  ever  change  it  will. 

62. 

Sooner  the  file  you'll  fee,  or  tool  of  lead, 
The  diamond  form  in  various  imag'ry, 
Than,  by  love's  wrath,  or  flrokes  of  fortune  dreadr 
My  conflant  heart  fhall  ever  broken  be : 
And  of  the  Alps  return  up  to  the  head 
The  turbid  and  the  roaring  waves  you'll  fee, 
Ere  by  new  accident,  good  or  fevere, 
Thefe  thoughts  of  mine  to  other  courfe  fhall  fleer.. 

63- 

All  the  domain  of  me,  Ruggier,  to  you 
I've  giv'n ;  this  more,  per  chance,  than  others  guefs : 
Well  know  I,  that,  by  oath,  to  Monarch  new, 
None  e'er,  than  this,  did  greater  faith  profefs : 
I  know,  that,  in  the  world,  no  flate  more  true, 
Than  this,  did  King,  or  Emp'ror,  e'er  poflefs : 
No  need,  that  you  or  fofs,  or  tow'r  fhould  make, 
In  doubt,  that  any  this  from  you  fhould  take. 

64. 

For,  without  placing  any  garifon, 
'Gainfl  all  afTaults,  it  will  itfelf  maintain ; 
Riches,  to  florm  it,  will  be  feeble  fhewn: 
So  mean  a  price  a  gen'rous  heart  can't  gain  ; 
Nobility,  nor  grandeur  of  a  crown, 
Which  dazzle  fo  the  flupid  vulgar's  brain ; 
Nor  beauty,  which  much,  in  light  minds,  can  der 
Shall  I  e'er  fee,  that  can  pleafe  me,  like  you. 

65. 

You  need  not  fear,  that  any  figure  new 
Can  ever  be  engrav'd  upon  my  heart : 
So  deep  the  image,  there,  that's  made  of  you, 
Therein  is  cut,  it  ne'er  can  thence  depart : 
That  I  ha'n't  heart  of  wax>  the  proof  can  fhew ; 
For,  with  a  hundred  flrokes  has  made  me  fmart 
Love,  e'er  he  thence  a  fingle  fcale  could  he\v, 
When  firfl  your  image  he  upon  it  drew. 
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66. 

Avorio,  gemma,  ed  ogni  pietra  dura, 
Che  meglio  da  I"  intaglio  ji  difende, 
.Romper  fipw  i  ™a  ncn->  cV  altra  figura 
prenda,  chc  quella,  cb'una  volta  prende. 
Non  e  il  rnio  cor  diver  Jo  a  la  natura 
£)  el  mar  mo,  o  d'altro,  ch'alfirro  contends. 
Prima  e/er  pu\  che  tutto  Am;r  to  fpezze, 
Che  lo  pojja  fcolpir  a"altre  belezzc. 

67. 

Soggiunft  a  quejle  altre  parole  moltt 
Picne  d'awor,  di  fede,  ediconforto, 
Da  ritornarlo  in  vita  mille  volte, 
Sejlato  mille  volte  fojj'e  morto. 
Ma  quando  piu  da  la  tempejla  tolte 
Quefte  fperanze  ejfer  credeano  in  porto 
Da  un  nuovo  turbo  impetuofo,  e  fcuro 
Rijpinte  in  mar9  lungi  dallito  furo. 

68. 

Perb  che  Bradamante,  ch'efequire 
Vorria  moltopiiiancor,  che  non  ha  detto, 
Rivocando  nelcor  I'ufato  ardire, 
E  lafciando  ir  da  parte  ogni  rijpetto  ; 
S'apprefenta  un  di  a  Carlo,  e  dice  :  Sire, 
S'a  vojira  Maejlade  alcuno  cffetto 
lo  fed  mat,  che  le  parejfi  buono, 
Contentafia  di  non  negarmi  un  dono. 

69. 

E  prima  che  piu  efprejjo  to  glielo  cbieggia^ 
Su  la  Real  fua  fede  miprometta 


Farmene  grazia  ;  e  vorro  pot, 
Che  fara  giujla  la  don,  and  a,  e  retta. 
fy'lerta  la  tua  virtu,  cbe  dar  ti  deggia^ 
Cio,  che  domandi,  O  giovanc  dilettn^ 
Rifpofe  Carlo,  e  giuro,  j'e  ben  parte 
Chiedi  delRegnomio,  di  contentarte. 

70. 

Jldon,  cVio  bramo  da  ?  Altczza  vojlra, 
E,  che  non  lafci  mai  marito  darme, 
DiJ/e  la  Damigella,  fe  non  mojlra^ 
Che  piu  di  tnejia  valor  o  jo  in  ar?ne. 
Conqualunque  mi  vuol,  prima,  o  con  giojtra, 
O  con  lafpada  in  rnano,  ho  da  pro  varme. 
Jl  prime,  che  mi  vinca,  mi  guadagni  ; 
Ckivintofia,  con  altra  s'accompagni. 

71. 

Diffe  lluiperador  con  vifo  lieto, 
Che  la  domandaera  di  lei  ben  degna  ; 
E  chejlejje  con  I'animo  quicto, 
Che  far  a  a  punto,  quanta  ella  difegna. 
Nonequefto  parlar  fatto  in  fegreto 
Si,  ch'a  notizia  altruitcfto  non  vegna^ 
E  quel^  giorno  medejimo  aja  vcccbia 
Beatrice,  e  al  vecchio  Avion  corre  a  Forcccbia. 
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66. 

Gem,  ivory,  or  any  folid  ilone, 
That  the  engraver's  tool  can  belt  oppofe, 
May  broken  be  ;  but  no  impreilion 
Can  take,  but  that,  which  firft  it  undergoes : 
Nor  does  my  heart  a  diff'rent  texture  o\vn, 
From  gem,  or  what  to  fleel  refinance  (hows : 
Love  looner  may  my  heart  to  pieces  break, 
Than  of  new  beauties  an  impreffion  make. 

67. 

To  thefe  words  ihe  fubjoin'd  a  many  more, 
With  faith  and  comfort,  and  with  love  full  fraught; 
That  thoufand  times  might  him  to  life  reftore, 
Had  he  a  thoufand  times  to  death  been  brought ; 
But,  when  them  mofr,  from  out  the  tempeft  bore 
Thefe  hopes,  and  in  the  haven  got  they  thought, 
By  a  new  tempeft,  black  and  violent, 
Far  from  the  fhore,  to  fea  again  they're  fent. 

68. 

For  Bradamant,  to  execute  inclin'd 
Much  more,  than  yet  me  hitherto  had  faid, 
Her  ufual  courage  calling  to  her  mind, 
And  all  refpect  afide  now  having  laid, 
To  Charles,  one  day  prefents  her,  and  fubjoin'd, 
Sire,  to  your  Majefiy,  if  e'er  I  made 
Any  efFecl  feem'd  worthy  in  your  eye, 
Be  pleafed  me  one  boon  not  to  deny. 

69. 

And  ere  what  I  requeft  declar'd  fhall  be, 
Herein  to  me  your  royal  faith  you'll  plight, 
This  grace  to  do  me ;  then,  I  will,  you  fee, 
That  my  demand  mail  prove  both  juft  and  right. 
Your  virtue  merits,  I  grant  readily 
Whate'er  you  afk,  beloved  virgin  bright, 
Reply'd  King  Charles,  and  fwear,  if  you  require 
Part  of  my  kingdom,  I'll  grant  your  defire. 

70. 

The  gift,  which,  from  your  highnefs,  I  now  crave, 
Is,  that  you  grant,  no  fpoufe  be  given  me, 
The  damfel  laid,  ere  he  in  arms  more  brave 
Than  me,  himfelf  to  be  can  teftify : 
That  firfl,  in  tilts,  whoever  me  would  have, 
Or  fword  in  hand,  I  power  have  to  try: 
The  firfl  that  conquers  me,  me  let  him  win, 
Who  conquer'd  is,  feck  out  for  fpoufe  again. 

71- 

The  Emperor,  with  chearful  afpecl:,  faid, 
That  worthy  of  herfelf  was  her  defire : 
And  if  that  me  in  mind  contented  Aay'd, 
He'd  do  exaclly  what  /he  did  require. 
This  their  difcourfe  was  not  in  fecret  made, 
So  that  fome  notice  of  it  did  tranfpire, 
And  to  old  Beatrice,  that  very  day, 
And  to  old  Amon's  ears  itfelf  convey : 

72. 


Canto  44. 
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Li  quali  parijnente  arfer  di  grande 
Sdegno  contra  lafiglia,  e  di  grande  ira, 
C/.evider  ben  con  quefte  fue  domande, 
CWella  a  Ruggier,  piu  ch'a  Leone  afpira: 
E  preftiper  vietar,  che  non  fimande 
O^uejlo  ad  effetto,  ch'ella  intende,  e  mira, 
La  levaro  con  fraude  de  la  carte, 
£  la  menaronfeco  a  rocca  forte. 

73- 

Quejfera  unafortezza,  ch'adAmone 
Donato  Carlo  avea  pochi  di  innante 
Tra  Perpignano  aj/ifa,  e  CarcaJ/one, 
In  loco  in  ripa  al  mar,  molto  important!. 
£htivi  la  ritenean  come  in  prigione^ 
Con  penfier  di  mandarla  un  di  in  Levant  e : 
S}  co  a  ogni  modo,  voglia  ellay  o  non  voglia, 
Lafci  Ruggier  da  parte,  e  Leon  toglia. 

74- 

La  valorofa  donna,  che  non  meno 
Era  mode/I  a  i  ch'animofa,  e  forte ; 
Ancor  che  pofto  guardia  non  I'avieno, 
E  potea  entrare,  e  ufcir  fuor  de  le  porte  j 
Pur  Jlava  ubbidiente  fotto  ilfreno 
Del  padre ;  ma  patir  prigione,  e  morte, 
Ogni  martire,  e  crudelta  pit}  tojh, 
C/J£  mai  lafciar  Ruggiero,  avea  propo/is. 

Rinaldo,  che  fi  vide  la  fore/la 
Per  ajluzia  f  Amon  tolta  di  mono, 
E  che  difpor  non  potra  piu  di  quella, 
E  ch'a  Ruggier  Favra  promejfo  in  vans ; 
Si  duol  del  padre,  e  contra  luifavelta, 
Pojlo  il  rifpetto  filial  lontano  : 
Ma  poco  cur  a  Amon  di  tat  parole? 
E  di  fua  figlia  a  modo  fuo  far  vuole. 

76. 

Ruggier,  che  qttefto  fente,  ed  ha  titnsre 
Di  rimaner  de  la  fua  donxa  privo ; 
E  che  Fabbia  o  per  fcrza,  o  per  a»:cre 
Leon,  fe  refta  Ittngainente  vivo ; 
Senza  parlarne  altrw  fi  mette  in  cire 
Di  far,  che  meia,  ejfia  d'Augufto,  D'rcc', 
E  tor,  fe  non  1'inganna  la  fna  Jpetne, 
Al  padre,  e  a  lui  la  vita,  e'l  regne  infteme. 

77. 

Varme,  che  fur  gia  del  Troiano  Etterrc, 
E  poi  di  Mandricardv,  fi  rivejie, 
E  fa  la  fella  albuon  Frontrno  pcrre, 
E  cimicr  muta,  fcitde,  e  fapravejle, 
A  quejla  impreja  nan  gli  piacifue  torrt 
L'  Aquila  bianco  nel  cohr  celejte ; 
Ma  un  candido  Liocorno,  come  gigfto, 
Vuol  ne  lo  faidO)  e'i  campo  abiia 


72. 

Who  both  alike  burnt  with  refentment  grand, 
Againfl  their  daughter,  and  with  mighty  ire, 
As  they  well  faw,  by  this  her  ft  range  demand, 
She'd  to  Ruggier,  than  Leon,  more  afpire : 
And  fudden  to  prevent  what  Ihe  had  plann'd 
Taking  th'  etfqft,  flie  meant,  and  did  defire ; 
By  flratagem  they  take  her  from  the  court, 
And  with  them  lead  her  to  a  cattle's  fort. 

73- 

This  a  flrong  fortrefs  was,  which  to  Amon 
King  Charles  prefented  had,  fome  days  before, 
Seated  'twixt  Perpignan  and  Carcaflbn, 
Very  important,  near  to  the  fea  more : 
Here  they  detain'd  her,  as  held  in  prifon, 
One  day  to  the  Levant  to  fend  her  o'er : 
So,  by  all  means,  whether  fhe  will  or  no, 
She  Leon  fhould  efpoufe,  Ruggier  forego. 

74- 

The  vaProus  maid,  of  no  lefs  modeft  mind, 
Than  of  brave  foul  (he  was,  and  courage  great ; 
Tho*  fhe  no  guard  did  pofted  o'er  her  find, 
That  fhe  could  enter,  or  go  out  the  gate, 
To  th'  rein  obedient  of  her  fire  inclin'd 
To  ftay ;  but  fuffer  prifon,  or  her  fate, 
Sooner  all  torments,  cruelties  receive, 
Had  purpos'd,  than  her  Ruggier  e'er  to  leave. 

75- 

Rinaldo,  foon  as  he  his  fifter  knows, 
From  out  his  hands,  by  Amon's  cunning,  ta'en, 
And  that  no  more  he  can  of  her  difpofe, 
And  that  h"ad  promis'd  her  Ruggier,  in  vain, 
Grieves,  and  does  'gainft  his  fire  his  thoughts  difclofe, 
Afide  all  his  paternal  duty  lain; 
But  thofe  his  words  would  Amon  little  heed, 
And  with  his  daughter  would  his  way  proceed. 

76, 

Rnggier,  who  this  perceiv'd,  and  was  in  fear, 
He  might  at  laft  depriv'd  be  of  his  maid ; 
And  that,  by  force  or  love,  her  off  might  bear 
Leon,  if  longer  time  in  life  he  ftay'd ; 
Without  a  word  to  kill  him  did  prepare, 
So,  from  Augufhis,  he  be  Divus  made, 
And  take,  rf  hope  did  not  deceitful  mow, 
From  fon  and  fire  their  lives  and  kingdom  too. 

77- 

In  th'  arms,  that  once  had  Trojan  Heftor's  been, 
And  then  fierce  Mandricard's,  himfelf  he  drefs'd, 
And  caus'd  them  faddle  him  his  brave  Fiontin, 
And  chang'd  his  creft,  his  fhield,  and  upper  veft  : 
To  this  emprize  to  take  he  did  decline 
The  Eagle  white  on  colour  blue  imprefs'd, 
But,  as  a  lily  white,  a  unicorn) 
Had  on  his  fhield,  on  field  vermilion  borne. 
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78<  ., 

Sceglie  de'fuoi  fcudieri  il  piitfedele, 
E  quel  vuole,  e  non  altri  in  compagnia  ; 
E  gli  fa  commiffion,  cbe  non  rivele 
In  akun  loco  mai,  che  Ruggier  fa. 
PaJJa  la  Mofa,  il  Reno ;  e  paJJa  de  le 
Contrade  d  Ojhriccbe,  in  Ungheria  ; 
E  lungo  rijlro  per  la  dejlra  riva 
Tanto  cavaka,  cb'a  Belgrade  arriva. 

79; 

Ove  la  Sava  nel  Danubio  fcende, 
E  verfo  il  Mar  maggior  con  lui  da  volta, 
Vede  gran  gente  in  padiglioni,  e  tende 
Sotto  rinfegna  Imperial  raccolta  ; 
Che  Coftantino  ricovrare  intende 
^uella  Citta,  cbe  i  Bulgari  gli  ban  tolta. 
Coftantin  v'e  in  perfona,  e' 'I figliuol  feco , 
Con  quanta  puy  tutto  I'Imperio  Greco. 

80. 

Dentro  a  Belgrado,  e  fuor  per  tutto  il  monte, 
E  glu  fin  dove  il  fiume  il  pie  gli  lava, 
Uefercito  de  i  Bulgari  gli  e  a  fronte, 
E  funo,  e  1'altro  a  ber  viene  a  la  Sava. 
Su  I  fiume  il  Greco  per  gittare  il  ponte, 
II  Bulgar  per  victoria  armatojlava ; 
^uando  Ruggier  vi  giunfe,  e  zuffa  grande 
Attaccata  trov}fra  le  due  bande. 

81. 

/  Greet  fon  quattro  contr'uno,  ed  banno 
Navi  co  ipcnti  da  gittar  ne  Fonda ; 
E  di  voler  fiero  fembi ante  f  anno 
PaJJar  per  forza  a  la  finijira  fponda. 
L.eone  intanto  con  occulto  inganno 
Dal  fiume  difcoftandofi,  circonda 
Molto  paefe,  e  poi  vi  torna,  e  getta 
Ne  I'altrfl  ripa  iponti,  e  paj/a  infretta. 

82. 

E  con  gran  gente,  cbi  in  arcion,  cbi  a  piedet 
Cbe  non  n'avea  di  ventimila  un  manco. 
Cavalco  lungo  la  riviera,  e  diede 
Con  fiero  ajfalto  a  gl'inimici  al  fianco. 
VImperador,  tojlo  che'l figlio  vede 
Su' I  fiume  comparirfi  al  la  to  manco ; 
Ponte  aggiungendo  a  ponte,  e  nave  a  nave 
Pafla  di  Id  cen  quanta  efercito  ave. 

83- 

//  capo,  //  Re  de1  Bulgari  Vatrano, 
Animofiy  e  prudent  e,  e  pro  guerrlero, 
Di  qua,  e  di  la  s'ajfaticava  in  vano 
Per  ripararf  a  urfimpeto  si  fiero ; 
£hiando  cingendol  con  robujla  mano 
Leon,  glife  cader  Jot  to  il  deftriero; 
E  poi  che  dar  prigion  mai  non  fi  volfe, 
Con  millefpade  la  vita  gli  tolfe. 


78. 


One,  the  moft  faithful  of  his  'fquires  he  chofe, 
And  him  would  have,  and  no  more  company, 
And  him  commiflion'd,  he  fhould  not  difclofe, 
In  any  place  foe'er,  that  Ruggier's  he. 
The  Mofe  he  pafs'd,  the  Rhine,  and  on  he  goes 
Thro'  Oftrich's  country  into  Hungary, 
And,  by  the  Ifter,  on  the  right-hand  ftream, 
So  far  he  rode,  that  to  Belgrade  he  came. 

79- 

Where  to  the  Danube  is  the  Save's  defcent, 
And  they  conjoin'd  roll  falter  to  the  main, 
He  fees  great  troops  in  pavilion  and  tent, 
Beneath  th'  imperial  ftandard  on  the  plain  j 
For  Conftantine  was  to  regain  intent 
This  city  from  him  by  the  Bulgars  ta'en : 
Conf bntine  was,  with  Leon  there,  his  Son, 
With  all  the  pow'r  o'th'  Greek  dominion. 

80. 

Within,  without  Belgrade,  all  o'er  the  mount, 
And  under,  where  the  ftream  its  feet  does  lave, 
O'th'  Bulgarins  the  army  flood  in  front, 
And  both  defcend  to  drink  from  out  the  Save  : 
The  Greek,  upon  the  flream  to  caft  a  pont ; 
The  Bulgar,  arm'd,  all  oppofition  gave :  v 
When  Ruggier  came,  the  noife  of  fight  he  heard 
'Twixt  the  two  bands,  for  combat  juft  prepar'd. 

81. 

The  Greeks  were  four  to  one,  and  had  a  fleet, 
With  bridges,  crofs  the  river  to  caft  o'er, 
And  dreadful  femblance  made,  they  meant  to  get, 
By  force  of  arms,  upon  the  left-hand  fhore. 
Leon,  mean  time,  his  cunning  to  fecrete, 
Difcofting  from  the  river,  rounding  bore 
Over  much  land,  then,  turning  bade,  did  caft, 
To  t'other  banks  his  bridges,  andgot  o'er  in  hafte. 

82. 

And  with  vaft  pow'r,  of  horfe  and  infantry, 
For  not  of  twenty  thoufand  one  did  lack, 
He  rode  belide  the  ftream,  and  th'  enemy 
Upon  the  flank,  he  fiercely  did  attack : 
The  Emp'ror,  foon  as  he  his  fon  did  fee, 
Left-fide  the  river,  his  appearance  make, 
Bridges  to  bridges,  fhips  to  mips,  now  join'd, 
For  his  whole  army  did  a  pafiage  find. 

83- 

The  leader,  King  of  Bulgary,  Vatiane, 
A  pow'rful  warrior,  val'rous  and  difcreet, 
This  fide  and  that  exerted  him,  in  vain, 
To  make  defence  again/I  a  force  fo  great : 
When,  him  furrounding  with  a  hardy  train, 
Leon,  beneath  his  horfe,  to  earth  did  beat, 
And,  fmce  he  wouid  not  be  a  pris'ner  ta'en, 
Aniidft  a  thoufand  weapons  he  was  flain. 

84, 


Canto  44. 


ORLANDO    FU  R  1  O  S  0. 


84. 


377 


/  Bulgari  fin  qui  fat  to  avean  tejla  ; 
Ma  quando  il  lor  Signor  ft  vider  toltot 
E  crefcer  d'ogn'intorno  la  tempejla, 
Voltar  le  fpalle,  ove  avean  prima  il  volto. 
Ruggicr,  che  nnjlo  vien  fra  i  Grcci,  e  quejia 
Sconfitta  vede ;  fenza  petifar  molto 
I  Bulgari  foccorrer  ft  difpone. 
Perch' odia  Cojlantino^  e  piu  Leone. 

85. 

Sprona  Frontin,  che  fembra  al  corfo  un  vents, 
E  innanzi  a  tutti  I  corridor  i  pajja ; 
E  tra  la  gente  vien,  che  per  fpaventa 
AL  monte  fugge,  e  la  pianura  lajja, 
Afolti  neferma,  e  fa  voltare  ilmento 
Contra  i  nimici,  e  poi  la  lancia  abbajja  ; 
E  con  si  far  fembiante  ildejlrier  move? 
Che  fin  nel  del  Marte  ne  feme,  e  Giove. 

86. 

Dinanzi  a  gli  altri  un  cavaliers  adocchia, 
Che  ricamato  nel  ve/iir  vermiglio 
Avea  a"oro,  e  di  feta  una  Pannocchia 
Con  tutto  il  garnboy  che  parea  di  miglio  ; 
Nipote  a  Cojfiantin  per  lafirocchia. 
Ma  che  non  gli  era  men  caro,  che  Jiglio^ 
Gli  fpezzafcudo,  e  ujbergo,  come  vetro, 
E  fa  la  lancia  un  palmo  apparir  dietro. 

87. 

Lafcia  quel  morto,  e  Balifarda  JJringc 
Vcrfo  unojluoly  che  piu  fi  vede  apprej/o  ; 
E  contra  a  quejio^  e  contra  a  quel  ft  Jpinge, 
Ed  a  chi  troncOy  ed  a  chi  il  capo  ha  fejfo ; 
A  chi  nel  petto ,  a  chi  nel  fianco  tinge 
II  brandoy  e  a  chi  I" ha  ne  la  gola  mejjo. 
Taglia  bujti^  anche^  braccia,  mani,  e  fpalle ; 
E  ilfangue^  come  un  rio,  corre  a  la  valle. 

88. 

Non  e  (viftiquei  colpi]  chi  gli  faccia 
Contrajio  piu,  cost  n'e  ognunfmarrito. 
5/\  che  ft  cangia  fubito  la  faccia 
De  la  battaglia ;  che  tornando  ardito 
11  petto  volge^  e  a  i  Greet  da  la  caccia 
II  Bulgaro^  che  dianzi  era  fuggito  ; 
In  un  momenta  ogni  ordine  difciolto 
Si  vede)  e  ogni  Jiendardo  a  fuggir  volto. 

8*. 

Leone  Augujlo,  sun  poggio  eminent e^ 
Vedendo  i  fuoi  fuggir^  si" era  ridutto\ 
E  Jbigo ttitot  e  mejio  ponea  mente 
(Perch1  era  in  loco,  che  fcopriva  il  tutto) 
Ai  Cavalier ',  ch'uccidea  tanta  gente, 
Che  per  lui  fol  quel  campo  era  di/lrutto  : 
E  non  puo  far,  fe  ben  n'e  offejo  tanto, 
Chf  non  lo  lodi^  e  gli  dia  in  arme  il  vanto. 
VOL.  II. 


84. 


The  Bulgarins  their  poft  kept  hitherto ; 
But  when  they  faw  their  Sov'reign  Lord  was  flain, 
And  that  the  tempelt  round  them  greater  grew, 
Their  (houlders  turn,  where  they  did  head  maintain : 
Ruggier,  who  mixt  among  the  Greeks,  did  view 
This  total  rout,  no  time  for  thought  now  ta'en, 
The  Bulgarins  to  aid,  himfelf  prepares, 
As  Conftantine  and  Leon  hate  he  bears. 

85. 

Spurs  his  Frontin,  who  feem'd  like  wind  in  fpecd, 
And  ground,  o'er  all  the  flying  horfe,  does  gain, 
And  'midft  the  people  comes,  who  now,  thro'  dread, 
Fled  to  the  mountains,  and  forfook  the  plain  : 
Many  he  flops,  and  caus'd  them  to  make  head 
Againft  their  foe,  his  lance  then  downward  lain, 
So  fierce  in  femblance  he  his  war-horfe  drove, 
That  ev'n  in  heaven  trembled  Mars  and  Jove. 

86., 

Before  the  reft  a  knight  he  did  behold, 
Who,  in  embroider'd  drefs,  vermilion, 
Had  in  his  hand  a  pike,  with  filk  and  gold 
Cover 'd  the  ftaffall  o'er  at  diftance  (hone ; 
Of  Conftantine,  by's  filler,  nephew  bold, 
But  not  lefs  dear  to  him,  than  was  his  fon, 
He  broke  his  (hield,  and  coat  of  mail,  like  glafs, 
And  caus'd  his  lance  a  palm  behind  him  pafs. 

87. 

There  left  him  dead,  and  Balifard  he  drew 
Againft  the  croud  he  neareft  does  perceive, 
And  again  ft  this,  and  againft  that,  he  flew, 
And  fome  their  bodies,  fome  their  heads,  does  rive, 
In  fome  the  breads,  and  in  fome  flanks,  bedew 
His  fword,  and  into  others  throats  does  drive  : 
Bufts,  haunches,  arms,  hands,  moulders,  he  cuts  thro' : 
And  blood,  like  rivers,  to  the  vales  does  flow. 

88. 

Seeing  thefe  ftrokes,   none  is  there  of  them  flays 
Him  to  oppofe  ;  all  were  fo  ftruck  with  dread  : 
So  that  now  fuddenly  did  change  its  face 
The  battle,  for,  with  courage  hardened, 
Their  faces  turn,  and  to  the  Greeks  give  chace 
The  Bulgars,  who  but  juft  before  hud  fled  : 
And,  in  a  moment,  all  the  ranks  are  broke, 
And  ev'ry  ftandard  now  to  flight  betook. 

89. 

Leon  Auguft  on  a  hill  eminent 
Retreated  was,  feeing  his  people  fly. 
And  quite  dumb-founded,  with  his  mind  intcnr, 
For  on  this  fpot  he  every  thing  could  eye, 
On  him,  who  fo  to  Death  his  people  fent, 
And  routed  all,  by  his  fole  bravery : 
And  could  not  help,  tho'  fuch  offence  was  mown, 
Pruifmg  and1  giving  him  in  arms  renown. 
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90. 


90. 


Ben  coniprendtarinfegne,  e  fopravejli, 
A  far  me  luminofe,  e  riccbe  d'oro, 
Che  quantunqne  il  guerricr  dia  aiuto 
Nemici  fuoi,  nonjia  pero  dl  loro. 
Stupido  mira  i  foprumani  gcjii, 
E  talor  pen  fa,  che  dalfommo  corn 
Sia  per  punirc  i  Greci  urf  Angel  fcefo, 
Cbe  tante,  e  tante  volte  hanno  Dio  off  eft.. 

9 1- 

E  come  itom  d'alto,  e  di  fublime  core,. 
Ove  favrian  nwlfaltri  in  odio  avuto, 
Egli  finnamorb  del  fuo  valore, 
'  Ne  veder  fargli  oltraggio  avria  voluto. 
Gil  farebbe  per  un  defuoi,  ctx  more, 
Veder ne  morir  fei  manco  fpiaciut o, 
E  perdu-  anco  parte  del  fuo  regno  ; 
Cut  veder  morto  un  cavalier  si  dcgna. 

92. 

Come  bambin,  fc  ben  la  car  a  madre 
Iraconda  lo  l-atte,  e  da  fe  caccla  ; 
Non  ha  riccrjo  a  la  fcrclta,  o  al  padre, 
Ma  a  lei  ritorna,  e  con  dolcezza  ablraccla  : 
Cost  Lt'on,  fe  ben  le  prime  fqiuulre 
Ruggier  gli  uccide,  c  I' alt  re  gli  imnaccla  ; 
Non  lo  pno  cduir  j  pcrcnu  Patriot  fin  lira 
L'alty  valor,  cbe  quclla  ojfcj'a  a  Tim. 

.  93- 

Jl'fa)  fe  Lecn  Ryggiero  animira-,  cd  a?nay 
Mi  par^  cbe  duro  cambio  ne  ripsrtc  ; 
Cbe  Riiggicro  odia  lui,  tic  cofa-  Urama 
Piu  the  di  dargli  di  fua  man  la  inorte. 
•JMclio  con  gli  occbi  il  ccrca,  ed  alcun  cbiama 
Cbe  glie  lo  mojtri,  ma  la  buona  Jcrtc, 
E  la  prudcnza  de  I*  ej per  to  Greco 
'    Non  lafcio  mat,  che  fajfrontaffc  fcco. 

94- 

Leone,  accio  cbe  la  fua  gente  offatto 
Nonfojje  uccifa,  fe  fonar  raccolia ; 
Ed' a  I' Imperadare  un  nufjo  ratto 
d  pregarlo  mandi,  che  d,:Jj"e  volta, 
E  ripajjajfi  il  fiiimc ;  e  che  buon  pattb 
N*avrebbe,  fe  la  via  non  gli  era  tolta  j 
EdeJJo  ton  non  tnohi,  cbe  raccolfe, 
Al  fonte,  ontfera  enfrato,  i  paj/i  volfe. 

95-. 

JMolti  in  poter  de'BuJgari  re/Jare, 
Per  tutto  il  monte,  e  fin  alfiume  uccifiy 
E  vi  rejiavan  tutti,  fe'l  riparo 
Non  gli  avejje  del  rio  tojlo  divifi. 
Molti  cadder  da  i  ponti,  e  ?aff~ogar&\ 
/i  rnolti,  fenza  mai  volgere  i  vifi, 
Quindi  lontano  ire  a  trovare  il  gundo- ; 
E  rnolti  furprigian  iratti  in  Belgrade 


Well,  by  his  enfign  and  furtout,  difplay'd, 

And  arms,  with  gold  enrich'd,  which  blaz'd  like  fire, 

That,  tho'  he  to  his  enemies  gave  aid, 

He  was  not  one  of  them,  by  his  attire : 

Stupid,  the  more  than  hi;man  afts,  furvey'd, 

And  fometimcs  thought,  that  from  the  heav'nly  choir,. 

Angel,  the  Greeks  to  punifh,  did  defcend, 

"Who,  io  repeatedly,  did  God  offend. 

91. 

And  as  a  man  of  heart  fublime  and  high,. 
Where  others  hate  to  him  would  entertain, 
He  quite  in  love  was  with  his  bravery, 
And  wilh'd  that  he  no  outrage  might  fuftain  : 
"Twould  lefs  difpleafe  him,  than  that  he  fliould  diej. 
Of  his  own  men  to  fee  a  dozen  flain; 
And  of  his  kingdom  even  part  to  lofe, 
Than  fee  deflroy'd  a  knight  fo  valorous. 

92. 

Juft  as  the  infant,  tho'  its  mother  dear 
In  anger  beats  it,  ajid  does  from  her  chace,. 
To  filter,  or  to  father,  don't  repair; 
Dut  turns  to  her,  and  fonulv  does  embrace  : . 
So  Leon,  altho'  daughter '4  -had  Ruggier 
The  foremoit  troops,  and  did  the  reil  menace, 
Him  could  not  hate :  to  love,  more  does  engage. 
His  valour  high,  than  his  offence^  .to  rage. 

93., 

Hut  if  that  Leon  loves  Ruggier,  admires, 
Methinks,  therein,  that  hard  exchange  was  made,; 
For  Ruggier  hated  him,  nor  aught  ddires, 
More,  thaji  his  death,  and  by  his  hand  convey 'd  : 
He  lought  him  with  his  eyes,  of  one  requires, 
That  him  he'd  fhew  ;  but  his  good  fortune's  aid, 
And  prudent  conduct  of  the  Creek  difcreer, . 
Never  permitted  them  each  other  meet.. 

94- 

Leon,  for  that  his  people  totally 
Should  not  be  flain,  caus'd  them  retreat  to  found, 
And  meflage  fent,  to  th'  Emp'ror,  fuddenly, 
Praying,  that. he.  would  order  them  wheel  round, 
And  pafs  the  river,  and  good  lot  'twould  be, 
If  he  his  way  not  interrupted  found  : 
And  with  the  few,  he  could  collected  get, 
By  the  bridge,  whence  h"ad  come,  made  his  retreat. 

95- 

£Iany  in  the  Bulgarians  pow'r  remain, 
Whom,  from  the  mountains  to  the  ilream  they  Hew, 
And  fo  had  they  been  all,  but  that  they  gain 
The  river's  banks,  which  parted  them  in  two : 
Many  fell  from  the  bridge,  by  drowning  flain  : 
Many,  their  face  ne'er  turning  to  the  foe, 
From  thence  far  off  fly,  thro'  the  fords  to  wade, 
Many  were  pris'ners  brought,  into  Belgrade. 
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96. 


Finita  la  battalia  dl  quel  giorno, 
Ne  la  qual  poi  che  il  lor  Signorfu  ejlinto, 
Danno  i  Bulgari  avriano  avuto^  e  fcorno, 
Se  per  lor  no/i  avejje  il  guerrier  vinto, 
11  buon  guerrier^  che'l  candido  Liocorna 
Ne  to  fcudo  vermiglio  avea  dipinto  -t 
Jl  luifetrajfon  tutti,  da  cui  quefea 
yittoria  conofcean,  con  ginta,  e  fejla. 

97- 

Uno  ilfalitta,  un'altro  fe  gl'inchina^ 
Altri  la  mano,  ahr'i  gli  bacia  il  picde  ; 
Ognun,  quanta  piu  pn'y  fe  gli  avvicina^ 
£  beatojiticn,  chi  apprejjo  ilvcde, 
E  pitt,  chi'  I  tccca  ;  che  toccar  dhina 
E  jopra-natural  coja  fe  crede. 
Lo  pregan  tutti,  e  vanno  al  del  le  grida^ 
Che  fia  lor  Re,  lor  Capitaa,  lor  guida, 

98. 
R 
E 


uggler  rifpofe  lor,  che  Cflpitano, 
Re  far  a  i  quely  clu  fea  tor  piu  a  grado  : 
' 


a  ne  a  bajion^  nc  a  j'cettro  ha  da  por  mano^ 
Ntper  qud  giorno  ctitrar  vu'Ac  in  Belgrado  ; 
Che  prima,  cbe  fifaccia  piu  lontano 
Leone  Augujlo^  e  che  ripajfe  il  guado^ 
Lo  vuol  jeguir-t  tie  torji  da  la  traccia, 
Fin  che  nol  giunga^  e  che  insrir  nol  faccia  $ 

99. 

Che  mille  miglia^  e  />/«,  per  quejio  fola 
Era  vtnutO)  e  non  per  altro  effctto, 
Coii  fenza  indugiar  lafcia  lojiuoh  ; 
E  ft  volge  al  cammin*  che  gli  vien  dettoy 
Che  verfo  ilponte  fa  Leone  a  voloy 
Forfe  per  dubbio^  cbc  gli  Jia  intercetto. 
Gli  va  dietro  per  I'orma  in  tsntafretta 
Chilfuojcudier  non  chiama^  e  non  a 

IOO. 

Leone  ha  nel  fuggir  tanto  vanta«gio, 
(  Fuggir  ft  puo  ben  dir^  piu  che  ritrarfe) 
Che  trova  apcrto^  e  libero  il  paj/aggio  \ 
Pot  rompe  il  porte,  e  la/da  le  navi  arfe. 
Non  v'arriva  Ruggier^  ch'afcofo  il  raggio 
Era  del  Sel;  nefa  dove  alloggiarfe. 
Cavalca  innanzi^  che  lucea  la  Luna, 
Ne  mai  trova  cajhl,  nc  villa  alcuna. 

101. 

Perche  non  fa  ,  dove  fe  por  t  cammina 
Tutta  la  notte,  ne  d°arcian  mai  [cende. 


lofpuntar  del  nuovo  Sol  vicina 
A  man  fmijlra  una  citta  comprendei 
Ove  dijlar  tutto  quel  di  dejiina^ 
AccioVingiuria  alfuo  Frontino  emende  j 
A  cui  fenza  pa  far  lo^  o  trargli  briglia 
La  notte  fatto  avea  far  tantt  miglia. 


The  battle  of  that  day  now  being  o'er. 

In  which,  iince  that  their  Sov 'reign  Lord  v/as  dead, 

The  Bulgarins  both  fcorn  and  \voe  had  bore, 

Had  not,  for  them,  the  warrior  conquc-red. 

The  warrior  brave,  white  unicorn  who  wore, 

Which  was  depifled  on  his  'fc  .itcheon  red  t 

All  drew  up  to  him,  and  his  viclory 

Own  this,  with  joy,  and  with  feftivity. 

97- 

One  him  falutes,  one  does  himfclf  incline, 
Some  kifs  his  feet,  and  others  kiis  his  hand  ; 
Kach,  with  his  utmoft  pow'r  ilrives  him  to  join, 
Happy  is  he,  can  neareft  to  him  ftand  ; 
More,  he  that  touches  him ;  ibr  touch  divine, 
And  more  than  nat'ral  this  they  underhand  : 
United  beg  him,  up  to  heav'n  they  cry'd, 
He'd  be  their  King,  their  captain,  and  their  guide. 

98. 

Ruggier  reply'd  :  As  captain  he'd  command, 
And  be  their  KJng,  as  molt  inclin'd  were  they  ; 
But  he'd  no  ItafF,  or  fceptre,  take  in  hand, 
Nor  entry  make  into  Belgrade,  that  day  : 
For,  ere,  in  flight,  had  farther  dlflance  gain'd 
Leon  Auguft,  and  thro'  the  ford  made  way, 
He'd  follow  him,  nor  would  he  quit  his  route, 
Till  him  he  reach'd,  and  unto  death  had  put. 

99. 

That  thoufand  miles,  and  more,  for  this  alone. 
He  thither  came,  and  for  no  other  endt 
So,  from  the  croud,  without  delay,  now  gone, 
Turn'd  to  that  way,  as  he  did  apprehend, 
That  Leon  now  towards  the  bridge  was  flown, 
Fearing  to  cut  him  off  they  might  intend : 
His  footfteps  he  perfues,  in  hafte  fo  great, 
His  fquire  he  calls  not,  nor  would  for  him  wait. 

IOO. 

Leon  fo  great  advantage  had  in  flight, 
A  flight  it  may  be  call'd,  more,  than  retreat, 
That  he  found  paflage  free  and  open  quite,      [fleet : 
Then  broke  the  bridge,  and  caus'd  them  bum  the 
Ruggier  there  came  not;  till  was  hid  the  light 
O'th'  fun,  nor  knew  he  where  to  lodgment  get  : 
He  forward  rides,  for  then  appear 'd  the  moon, 
But  neither  caftle  finds,  or  any  town. 

101. 

Not  knowing  where  to  fix,  he  kept  his  way 
All  night,  and  from  his  faddle  ne'er  defcends ; 
But  when  the  rifing  fun  pufh'd  forth  the  day, 
A  city,  near  his  left,  he  comprehends, 
Where  he  that  day  intire  defigns  to  ftay, 
For  wrong  to  his  Frontin  to  make  amends. 
Whom,  without  refting  him,  or  drawing  bit, 
So  many  miles,  he  travelPd  with,  all  uight. 
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102. 


Ungiardo  era  Signor  di  quella  Terra, 
Suddito,  e  caro  a  Cojtantino  nttlto ; 
Ove  avea  per  cagion  di  quella  guerra 
Da  cavalio,  e  da  pit  buon  numer  tolto. 
£htivi,  ove  altrui  I'entrata  nonfi  ferrat 
fcntra  Ruggier  o ;  e  v't:  j;  ben  raccolto, 
Che  nan  gli  decade  di  pajj'ar  piu  avante 
Per  aver  miglier  loco,  e  piu  abbondante. 

103. 

JNW  nifdefimo  albergo  in  su  la  f era 
Uti  cavaliero  di  Romania  alloggioffe  ; 
Chefi  trovo  ne  la  battaglia  fier  a, 

f'lando  Ruggier  pe  i  Bulgari  ft  moffe  j 
/  appena  di  manfuggito  gli  era, 
Mafpaventato  piu,  ch'altri  mai  fofle  ; 
Si  ch'ancor  trema,  e  par  gli  ancora  intorno 
Avere  II  cavalier  delLiocorno. 

104. 

Conofce,  to/to  che  lo  fcudo  vede, 
Chi  I  cavalier,  che  quella  infegna  porta, 
E  quel,  che  la  fconjitta  a  i  Greet  diede, 
Per  le  cui  mani  e  tanta  gente  morta. 
Corre  al  palazzo,  ed  udienza  chiede, 
Per  dire  a  quel  Signer  cofa,  cb*  import  a ; 
Efubito  intromfffo  due,  quanta 
Jo  mi  riferbo  a  dir  ne  I'altro  canto. 


102. 

Over  this  town  did  Ungiard  prefide, 
Subjeft  of  Conftantine,  to  him  moft  dear : 
\Vhere,  for  this  war,  he  did  himfelf  provide 
Of  horlemen,  and  of  foot,  a  number  rare. 
Here,  where  to  others  entrance  isn't  deny'd, 
Ruggier  went  in,  and  met  with  fo  good  fare. 
That  he  no  need  has  farther  on  to  pafs, 
To  find  a  better,  or  more  plenteous  place, 

1C3- 

In  the  fame  inn,  at  the  approach  of  night, 
Was,  of  Romania,  lodg'd  a  cavalier, 
Who  had  been  prefent  at  the  cruel  fight, 
For  the  Bulgarians  when  had  mov'd  Ruggier : 
And  fcarcely  from  his  hand  had  'fcap'd  by  flight, 
More  than  man  ever  was,  in  dreadful  fear, 
That  ftill  he  trembles,  ftill  around  him  thought, 
The  cavalier  o'th'  unicorn  h"ad  got. 

104. 

When  he  the  fhield  had  feen,  he  ftraightway  knew 
The  cavalier,  who  did  fuch  enfign  bear, 
The  fame  was,  who  the  Grecians  overthrew, 
And  by  whofe  hand  fo  many  flaughter'd  were : 
He,  to  afk  audience,  to  the  palace  flew, 
To  th'  Lord  important  matter  to  declare, 
And,  fudden  introduc'd,  the  whole  he  told, 
Which  I  referve,  next  canto  to  unfold.  H. 


CANTO     XLV. 


f\UANTO piu  su  I'inftabilrotavedi 
J^ _  Di for  tuna  ire  in  alto  il  mifer  uouia ; 
7 unto  piu  toftohui  da  vedergli  ipiedi, 
Ove  or  a  ha  il  capo,  e  far  cadendo  il  tomo. 
Di  quejlo  efempio  e  Policrate,  e  il  Re  di 
Lidia,  e  Dionigi,  ed  altri,  ch'io  nen  nomo  j 
Che  ruinati  fan  da  la  Juprema 
Gloria  in  un  d]  ne  la  mJferta  eftrema. 

2. 

Cost  a  fincontro,  quanta  piu  deprcffb, 
Qtianto  e  piu  I'ucm  di  quejia  rota  al  fondo  j 
'lunto  a  quel  punt o  piu  ft  trova  apprejfo, 
C'ha  dafalir,  Je  dee  girarfl  in  tondo. 
Jlliun  sit' I  ceppo  quaji  il  capo  ba  tnejjo, 
Che  I'altro  giorno  ha  date/  L'gge  al  mondo. 
Servio,  e  Mario,  e  I'entidio  I'hanno  mojlra 
Al  tempo  antics,  e  il  Re  Luigi  al  ncjiro. 


"D  Y  how  much,  on  th'  u nibble  wheel,  we  view, 
•*"*  Of  fortune,  wretched  man  on  high  to  go, 
So  much  the  fooner  he  his  feet  will  ihew, 
Where  was  his  head,  o'erturn'd  when  falling  low : 
Of  this  was  Lydia's  King,  Policrate  too 
Examples,  Dionys,  more  names  I  forego, 
Who  ruin'd  were,  from  glory  moft  fupreme, 
And,  in  one  day,  in  mifery  extreme. 

2. 

By  how  much  more  deprefs'd,  o'th'  contrary, 
The  more  at  this  wheel's  bottom  maa  does,  lay, 
So  much  he's  found  unto  that  point  more  nigh, 
Where  he  muft  rife,  as  round  it  makes  its  way : 
Some  of  the  block  brought  to  th'  extremity, 
Have  to  the  world  difpens'd  their  laws  next  day  : 
Servius,  Ventidius,  Marius,  this  have  fhown 
In  antient  time ;  King  Lewis,  in  our  own. 


Canto  45, 
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//  Re  Luigi,  fuocero  del  figlio 
Del  Duca  mio  j  cbe  rotto  a  Santo  Albino, 
E  giunto  al  fuo  nitnico  ne  tartigllo 
A  rejlar  fenza  capo  fu  vicino, 
Scorfe  di  quejh  anco  meggior  periglio, 
Non  molto  innanzi  il  gran  Mattia  Corvino. 
Pot  fun  de'Franchi,  pajjato  quel  punto, 
Ualtro  al  Regno  de  gli  Ungheri  fu  ajjunto. 

4- 

Si  vede  per  gli  efempi,  di  che  plene 

Sono  I'antiche,  e  le  moderne  ijiorie, 

Che' I  ben  va  dietro  al  male,  e'l  male  al  bene, 

E  Jin  fan  Tun  de  I'a'tro  e  biafmi,  e  glorie\ 

£  cbe  fidarfi  a  I'uom  nonftconviene 

In  fuo  tefor,  fuo  regno,  e  fue  vittorie; 

Ne  difperarfi  per  For  tuna  awerfa, 

Che  fempre  lafua  rota  in  giro  verfa. 

Ruggier  per  la  vittoria,  ch'avea  aiiuto 

Di  Leone,  e  del  padre  Imperadore, 

In  tanta  ccnfidetiza  era  vcnuto 

Di  fua  for  tuna,  e  di  fuo  gran  valor  e, 

Cbe  fenza  compagnia,  fenz'altro  aiuto 

Di  poter'egli  fol  gli  dava  il  core 

Fra  cento  a  pie,  e  a  cavallo  armate  fquadre 

Uuider  di  fua  mano  i I  figlio,  e  il  padre. 

6. 

Ma  quella,  chenonvuol,  che  Ji prometta 
Alcun  di  lei,  gli  mo/fro  in  pochi  giorni, 
Come  tojlo  alzi,  e  tojlo  al  baj/o  metta, 
E  tofto  awerfa,  e  tojlo  arnica  torni. 
Lo  fe  conofcer  quivi  da  chi  in  fretta 
A  procacciargli  andb  difagi,  efcorni} 
Dal  cavalier,  che  ne  la  pugna  fiera 
Di  manfuggito  a  gran  fatica  gli  era. 

Cojlui  fece  ad  Ungiardo  faper,  come 
Quivi  il  guerrier,  ch'avea  le  genti  rotU 
Di  Cojtantino,  e  per  molfanni  dome, 
Stato  era  il  giorno,  e  vijlaria  la  notte; 
E  che  Fortuna  prefa  per  le  chiome, 
Senza  che  piu  travagli,  o  che  piu  lotte, 
Dora  alfuo  Re,  fe  fa  co/lui  prigione  j 
Ch'a  Bulgari,  lui  prefo,  il  giogo  pane. 

8. 

Ungiardo  da  la  gente,  chafttggita 
Da  la  battagUa,  a  lui  s'era  ridutta, 
(Clja  parte  a  parte  v'arrivo  infinita, 
Perch' ' al  ponte  paJJ'ar  non  potea  tutta) 
S<ipea,  came  lajirage  erafeguit.i, 
Chf  la  meta  de'Grec:  avea  dijirutta-, 
E  come  un  cavalier  folo  erajiato, 
Chs  un  campo  rotto,  e  I'altro  avea  falvait* 


Lewis  this  King,  o'th'  Ton  father-in-law 
Of  my  Duke,  at  St.  Albin  vanquished, 
And  of  his  enemy  caught  in  the  daw, 
Was  near,  the  lofs  to  fuffer  of  his  head, 
And,  ev'n  than  this,  a  greater  danger  faw, 
Not  long  before,  Matthew  Corvin  the  dread ; 
The  throne  of  France,  one,  this  ill  point  pafs'd  by, 
After  afTum'd,  t'other  of  Hungary. 

By  thefe  examples  it  is  feen,  which  fill 
The  ancient,  and  the  modern  hiftory, 
That  ill  fucceeds  to  good,  and  good  to  ill, 
And  blame  and  glory,  each  alternately, 
And,  that,  manfhould  confide,  isn't  fuitable, 
In  riches,  kingdom,  or  his  victory ; 
Nor  mould  defpair,  tho'  fortune  adverfe  prove, 
As  me  her  wheel  for  ever  round  does  move. 

Ruggier  now  by  the  conqueft,  he  had  won 
O'er  Leon,  and  his  lire  the  Emperor, 
Into  a  confidence  fo  great  was  grown 
Of  his  good  fortune,  of  his  valour  more, 
That,  without  other  aid,  himfelf  alone, 
His  heart  fuggefts,  he  folely  had  the  powY, 
'Midft  hundred  fquadron^,  all  in  arm'd  array, 
With  his  own  hand,  the  fire  and  fon  to  flay. 

6. 

But  me,  who  would  not,  any  one  mould  m  .ke 
Promife  of  her,  did  him  in  few  days  mow, 
How  foon  me  raifes,  how  foon  low  does  take, 
How  foon  (he  turns  a  friend,  how  foon  a  foe ; 
Caus'dhim  there  know,  from  whence  me \1  undertake, 
In  hafte,  him  to  ^erfue  with  fcorn  and  woe, 
From  the  fame  knight,  who,  in  the  battle  dread, 
Had,  from  his  hand,  with  difficulty  fled. 

7- 

She  caus'd  to  Ungiard  it  mould  be  known, 
The  warrior,  who  the  troops  had  put  to  flight 
Of  Conftantine,  and  them  fo  long  kept  down, 
That  day  had  been  thtre,  and  would  be,  that  night ; 
And  fortune's  lock  if  now  he  (eiz'd  upon, 
Without  more  trouble  in  uncertain  fight 
To  th'  Emp'ror,  if  him  he  pris'ner  took,, 
On  the  Bulgarians  might  be  caft  the  yoke. 

8. 

Ungiard,  upon  the  troops,  who  took  to  flight 
From  out  the  battle,  and  to  him  did  flee 
(For  they  arriv'd  in  parties  infinite, 
As  all  can't  pafs  the  bridge  m  company) 
Well  knew  what  (laughter  fad  did  after  light, 
Which  had  deftroy'd  o'th'  Greeks  the  moiety, 
And  how  't  hud  been  one  cavalier  alone, 
Who  fav'd  one  camp,  and  t'other  had  o'erthrown. 
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E  che  fia  An  f'JIeflo  Je"za  caccta 

i'enuio  a  dar  del  capo  nc  la  rete, 

Si  maraviglia  \  cni'jira,  che  gli  piaccia, 

Con  vifoy  e  gcjii^  e  con  Carole  liete. 

Afyctta,  cbe  Ruggier  dormendo  giaccia; 

J*t>i  nianda  le,fue  gcnti  chetc^  chetc^ 

E  fa  il  buon  Cavalier  icb'alcunfofpetto 

>Di  tfuejh  non  auea,  prendcr  nd  letto. 

10. 

Accufatc  Ruggvr  dal  proprio  fcuda, 
.  AV  la  Citta  di  Novengrado  re/la 
.Prigion  dUngiardo,  il  piu  d'ogni  altro  crude, 
Che  fa  di  do  maravigliofa  fejia. 
E  eke  pujfar  Ruggicr,  poi  ch'egli  e  nudo, 
Ed  e  legato  gia-,  quando  fi  dcjla  ? 
Ungiardo  tin  fno  carrier  fpaccia  aflajfetta 
A  dar  la  nuova  a  Cojlantino  in  fretta. 

in. 

Avea  levato  Cojlantin  la  notte 
Da  Ic  ripe  di  Sava  ognifita  fchicra  ; 
E  feco  a  Beleticche  avca  ridotte^ 
>Cbe  citta  del  cognato  Androfik  era> 
Padre  di  quelloy  a  cut  for  ate  ^  e  rofte, 
(Come  fe Jlate fojjino  di  cera) 
Al  primo  incontro  Farme  avea  il  gagliaruo 
•Cavaliero,  or  prigion  del  fiero  Ungiardo, 

12. 

S^uivifrrtijicarfacea  le  mura 
JJ 'Imperadore,  e  riparar  le  porte  $ 
Che  diBulgari  ben  nor.  s'ajjicura^ 
Che  con  la  gitida  d"un  gnerrier  si  forte 
Non  gli  facdano  pcggio,  che  paura ; 
£'/  rejio  pongan  di  fua  gent  e  a  niortr* 
Or,  -che  I' ode  prigion^  nc  quelli  teme^ 
Ne'fe  con  lorfia  il  tncndo  tut  to  infieme. 

.13- 

•JJ  Imperador  nuota  in  un  mar  di  latte  j 
'Ne  fer  letizia  fa  quel>  cbefifaccia. 
Men  Jen  le  gcnti  Bulgarc  diifatte^ 
Dice  con  lieta,  f  con  ficura  faccia^ 
Com'-  de  la  vittoriay  cbitombattey 
Se  troncajje  al  nimico  ambe  le  braccia, 
Certo  Jaria  \  cosi  rfx  certo^  e  gode 
Ulmperadof)  poi  che' I  guerrier  'prefo  ode. 

14. 

Ar£"J  ha  minor  cagion  di  rallegrarfe 
Del  padre  il  figlio ;  cf/oltre,  che  fi  fpera 
Di  racquijlar  Belgrade,  e  foggiogarji 
Ogni  contrada^  che  de'JBulgari  era ; 
Difegna  anco  il  guerrier o  arnica  farfi 
Con  bcnefizi)  e  feco  averlo  infchiera. 
Ne  Rinaldo^  tie  Orlando  a  Carlo  Magno 
Ha  da  invidiar^fe  gli  e  coflm 


i\nd  that  he,  of  hi mfelf,  without  a  chace, 
There  came,  and  in  t-he  net  his  head  had  thrown ; 
-He  wonders,  and  {hows,  how  it  him  does  plcafe, 
With  joyful  words,  with  look  and  adlion  : 
4He  tarries,  until  Ruggier  fleeping  lays  ; 
Then  fends -his  people,  foftly,  gently,  on, 
And  the  brave  cavalier,  who  had  no  thought 
Of  this,  he  cvus'd,  while  in  his  bed,  be  caugljt. 

to, 

T>y  his- own  proper  fhield  accused,  Ruggier 
^I'rh'  city  is  detain'd  of  Novengrade, 
Of  the  mod  cruel  Ungiard  pri toner, 
Who  thereupon  rejoicings  wond'rous  made  : 
And  what  could  Ruggier,  as  he's  naked  there, 
AVhen  he  awak'd,  now  in  faft  bondage  lay'd  ? 
dLJngiard,  poit-hafte,  difpatch'd  foon  a  courier, 
•Wkh  fpeed  the  news  to  Conitantine  to  bear. 

i -i. 

Mn  the  niglit-tinve,  withdrawn,  by  Conftantine, 
Were  from  Save's  banks  his  forces  ev'ry  one, 
And  atBeletica  h"ad  thrown  them  in, 
'('ity,  his  kinfman  Andsafil  did  own  ; 
father  of  him,  tibr  whom  had  broken  been 
And  pierc'd,  as  they'd  been  made  of  wax  alone, 
The  arms  at  -the  firlt  meeting  by  the  brave 
Knight,  of  the  furious  Ungiard  now  the  {lave. 

12. 

The  Emperor  here  caus'd  them  fortify 
-Strongly  the  walls,  and  the  gates  reftify'd ; 
.i-'rom  the  Bulgarians  no  fecurity 
There  was,  fo  1km t  a  warrior  for  their  guide  ; 
•But  they  might  caufe,  than  fear,  worfe  injury, 
And  by  their  fword  his  people  might  have  dy'd  : 
Now  he  him  pris'ner  hears,  he  jthem  don't  fear, 
Nor  if  the  world  with  them  united  were. 

!3- 

The  Emperor  fwims  in  a  milky  fea, 
And  what  he  does,  thro'  joy,  does  fcarcely  know : 
'Well  are  o'ercome  thefe  men  of  Bulgary, 
XVith  face  ferene,  he  fa)  s,  and  chearful  brow. 
As  he,  who  combats,  of -the  victory, 
If  both  the  arms  are  cut  off  from  his  foe, 
-Certain  would  be,  fo,  certain  does  remain 
The  Emperor,  and  joys  to  hear  the  warrior's  ta'en. 

14. 

Nor  fmaller  reafon  has,  his  ioy  to  fliew, 
The  fon,  than  fire,  who  hppe  now  entertain'd, 
Befides  Belgrade  regaining,  to  fubdue 
Each  country  round  of  the  Bulgarians  land : 
He  thought  to  make  his  friend  the  warrior  too, 
By  benefits,  and  have  him  in  his  band : 
.Nor  Rinald,  or  Orland,  to  Charles  the  Great, 
iie  envy  need,  him  ills  aflbciate. 

7  ir. 


Canto  4£.' 
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Da  quefla  voglla  e  ben  diverfa  quclla 
Dl  Teodora,  a  Jri  ilfigliuolo  uccife 
Ruggier  con  I'ajla,  cbe  da  la  mammella 
Pafso  a  le  fpalle,  e  un  palmofuorfimife. 
A  Cojiantin,  del  quaU  eraforellay 
Coftd  Ji  gitto  a  piedi  ;  e  gii  conquife^ 
£  intenerigli  ilcor  d'alta  pietade 
Con  largo  pianto^  che  net  fen  le  cade. 

1  6. 

to  non  mi  lever  o  da  quejli  picdi,. 
Difs'el/a,  Signer  mio,  fe  del  fellsne^. 
Ch'uc  c  ife  il  mio  figliusl,  non  mi  concedi 
Di  vendicare,  or  che  I'abbiam  prigione. 
Oltre  (hejtato  t'e  nipote,  vedi 
Quanta  t'atno  ;  vedi,  quant  'opre  buone 
Ha  per  tefatto  ;  e  vedi  iavral  torto 
Di  non  lo  vendicar  dl  chi  rha  morto*. 


Fcdi,  cbe  per  pieta  del  nojl 
Ha  Dio  fat  to  levar  da  la  campagna  • 
Quefto  crudele  ;  e  come  augelh,  a  volo  • 
A  dar  fe  I'ha  condotto  ne  la  ragna  ; 
Acdo  in  ripa  di  Stige  il  mio  fyliuolo 
Molto  fenza  vendetta  non  rimagna. 
Dammi  cojlui,  Signer  e  ,  efi  contento, 
Cb'io  dijacerbi  il  mio  col  j  no  tormcnto. 

ib'V 

Coil  ben  piangs,  e  cos]  ben  ft  duole,-. 

E  i'csj  benc^  ed  efficace  par/a  : 

Ne  da  i  piedi  levar  maife  gli.  vuole 

(Benchc  tre  volte,  e  qnattro  per  levar  hr 

UfaJJ'e  Cojlantlno  atti,  e.  parole] 

Clfegli  6'  sfbrzato  al  fin  di  contcntarla  j 

E  cost  tomandc)  chefifacejjc 

Colui  condurre^  e  .  in  man  di  lei  fi  dejje* 

.    19- 

E  per  -non  fare  in  do  lunga  dimoray 
Condotto  hanno  il  guerrier  del  Liocornoy. 
E  data  in  mano  a  la  crude!  Teodora^ 
Ghe  non  vi  fu  interval/a  piu  d'un  giarno. 
11  far.*,  che  fiafquartato  vivO)  e  niuora 
Pubblicamente  can  oilrobrio^  e  Jcornoy 
Poca  pena  le  pare  ;   ej}udiay  e  penfa  . 
Altra  trovarne  initfifata^  e  immenfat 

2O. 

La  fcmmina  crudel  lo  fece  porrt. 
Incatenato  e  mani^  e  piedi,  e  collo 
Nel  tenebrofo  fondo  duna  torre^ 
Oiie  mai,  non  entro  raggio  d*  Apollo. 
Fuor  ctiun  poco  di  pan  muffato^  torn 
Gli.fc'  ogni.  iibo^  e  fenza  ahcor  lajjollo 
Duo  di  talora^  c  lo  die  in  guaraia  a  talf 
Cb'fra  di  lei  piii  pronto  afargli  mule. 


From  this  his  will,  quite  diff'rent  is  the  cafe 
Of  Theodore  tow'rds  him,  \vho  her  fon  flew : 
Ruggier  did  with  his  lance  his  bofom  pafs 
(^uite  to  his  fhoulders,  and  a  palm  went  through :: 
To  Conflantine,  of  whom  fhe  fi  Aer  was, 
At  his  feet  cafting  her,  her  plaint  does  fhew, 
And  with  compafTion  great  to  melt  his  mind,. 
A  flood  of  tears  down,  to  her  brealt  deciin'd. . 

16. 

From  thefe  your  feet,  I  ne'er  will  raifed  be, 
My  Lord,  flie  faid,  if  of  this  murd'rous  Have,. 
Who  flaughter'd  has  my  /on,  you  won't  agree^. 
I.  take  revenge,  now  him  we  pris'ner  have : 
Keiide  that  he  your  nephew  was,  you  fee 
How  much  he  lov'd  you,  fee  what  actions  brave. 
He  did  for  you,  and  fee  how  great  your  wrong,. 
Vengeance  for  him  fo  flain,  if  you  prolong. 

17.. 

You  fee,  that,  in  compailio'n  to  our  moan, 
Thatfhould  forfake  the  field,  God  does  ordain, 
This  cruel  wretch,  who  like  a  bird  is  flown, 
And  his  own  neck  into  the  net  has  lain  : 
So  that,  upon  tife  Stygian  banks,  my  fon 
Should  not  long  time  without  revenge  remain, . 
Give  him  to  me,  my  Lord,  and  be  content, 
My  woes  I  dilbmbitter,  him  torment. 

18. 

With  fo  much  art  Hie  grieves,  fo  well  fhe  cries^  . 
And  fpeaks  fo  well,  fb  efficaciously, 
And  ever,  from  his  feet  to  get,  denies, 
Tho'  three  or  four  times  Conftantine-does  try 
With  action,  and  with  fpcech,  to  make  her  rife, . 
That  her,  at  laft,  he's  forc'.d  .to  fatisty : 
And  fo,  what  fhould  be  done,  he  did  command, . 
Him  to  conduct,  and  give  into  her  hand. 

19. 

And,  that  a  long  delay  might  not  be  made, . 
O'th'  unicorn  the  warrior's  brought  away; 
And  unto  cruel  Theodore  convey 'd ; 
Nor  was  there  interval  more,  than  a  day. 
Rublick,  alive,  to  caufe  him  quarteitd. 
And  him  in  fcorn  opprobrioufly  to  flay, 
Small  pain  feem'd  to  her ;  fh'e  revolv'd  in  mind,'. 
Other  unufual,  and  immenfe  to.find.' 

2Q. 

The  cruel  woman  caus'd  him  to  be  thrown, 
Enchain'd  about  his  neck,  his  hands  and  feet, 
Into  a  tower's  da'rkfome  dungeon, 
Where  ne'er  Apollo's  ray  could  entrance  get : 
Except  a  little  mufty  bread,  whereon 
To  feed,  all  ta'en  away  :  ev'n  that  to  eat 
Two  days  deny'd  ;  him  to  a  guard  then  gave, 
S^ich  as  to  injure  him  ihe. could  moft  willing  have. 

2tt. 
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O  fe  £  Amon  la  valor  of  a,  e  bella 
Figlia,  o  fe  la  magnanima  Marfifa 
AveJJe  avuto  di  Ruggier  novella^ 
Cbe  in  prigion  tormentajje  a  quejla  guifa  ; 
Per  liber arlo  faria  quejia,  e  quella 
Po/lafi  al  rifchio  di  rejiarne  uccifa  ; 
Nt  Bradamante  avria,  per  dargl'i  ai 
A  Beatrice ',  o  ad  Amon  rifpetto  avuto. 

22. 

Re  Carlo  infant  o  avendo  la  promejja 
A  cojlci  fatta  in  mente^  cbe  conforte 
Damon  le  lafcera,  cbejia  men  d'ejja 
Al  paragon  de  Far  me  ardito  e  forte  ; 
Quejla  jua  volonta  con  trornbe  efprejja 
Non  folament e  fe  ne  la  fua  corte ^ 
A4a  in  ogni  terra  al  fuo  Imperio  foggetta  j 
Onde  lafama  ando  pel  mondo  in  fretta. 

23- 

Shiejla  cor.dizion  contiene  U  bando  ; 
Chi  la  figlla  a"  Amon  per  moglie  vuole^ 
Star  con  lei  debba  a  paragon  del  brands 
Da  I'apparir  al  tramontar  del  Sole  j 
E  fin  a  quejto  t ermine  durando, 
E  nan  fia  vinto,  Jenz'altre  parole 
La  Donna  da  lui  vinta  ejjer  s'intenda  ; 
NepoJJaella  negar^  cbe  non  lo  prenda. 

24. 

E  cbe  Teletta  el/a  de  far  me  dona9 
Senza  mirar  chi  fia  dilor^  cbe  chlede  : 
E  lo  potca  ben  far ,  per  cb9  era  buona 
Con  tutte  farme^  ojia  a  cavallo,  o  a  piede. 
Amon,  cbe  contrajlar  con  la  corona 
Non  PHO,  nj  vuole,  al  Jin  sfot&ato  cede ; 
E  ritornar  a  corte  fi  conjiglia 
Dopo  mdti  difcorfi  egH>  e  la  figlla. 

25. 

Ancor  cbe  fdcgno,  e  ccllcra  la  madre 
Contra  la  figlia  avea,  pur  perfuo  onore 
f/e/li  le  fccefar  riccbe  e  leggiadre 
Avariefogge,  e  dipiud'un  color  e. 
Bradamante  a  la  corte  ando  col  padre ; 
E  quando  quhi  non  trove  U  fuo  amore> 
Piu  non  le  parve  quella  corte, 
Cbe  le  folea  parcr  gia  cost  bella. 

26. 

Come  chi  vijio  abbin  FAprile,  o  il  Maggio 
Giardin  di  frondi,  e  di  beifiori  adorno  j 
E  lo  rivegga  poi,  cbe9 1  Sole  il  raggio 
A  rAuJlro  incbina,  e  lafcia  breve  ilgiorno't 
Lo  trova  deferto,  orrido,  e  felvaggio  j 
Cosi  pare  a  la  donna  al  fuc  ritorno, 
Che  da  Ruggier  la  corte  abbandonata 
Quella  nonfia,  cb'avea  al  partir  lafciata. 


O,  if  of  Amon  the  fo  brave  and  fair 
Daughter,  or  the  magnanimous  Marphife, 
Of  Ruggier  this  ftrange  news  had  chanc'd  to  hear, 
In  prifon  who's  tormented  in  fuch  guife  ; 
To  fet  him  free  each  of  them  would  repair, 
Altho'  of  being  (kin  the  rifque  (he  tries  : 
Nor  would  have  Bradamant  to  give  him  aid, 
Refpeft  to  Beatrice,  or  to  Amon  paid. 

22. 

Mean  time  King  Charles  the  promife,  which  he  gave 
To  her,  in  mind  retaining,  that  the  fpoufe 
He'd  not  let  her  be  giv'n,  to  one,  lefs  brave 
And  bold,  than  her  in  arms,  himfelf  who  fhows, 
Exprefs'd  with  trumpets,  this  his  will  would  have, 
Not  only  thro'  his  court  they  fliould  difclofe, 
But  in  all  lands  within  his  government, 
Whence  thro'  the  world  the  fame  in  hurry  went. 

23- 

The  edicl:  this  condition  did  contain : 
Who  feeks  for  wife  the  daughter  of  Amon, 
Muft  of  the  fword  a  proof  with  her  fuftain, 
From  rifmg,  to  the  fetting  of  the  fun : 
And  if  unto  that  term  he  does  remain, 
And  is  not  conquer'd,  no  more's  to  be  done, 
The  Lady's  deem'd  to  vanquifti'd  be,  thereby, 
Nor  that  he  her  fhould  take,  can  fhe  deny. 

74. 

And  of  the  arms  fhe  gives  th'  election, 
Which  of  them  he  might  a(k,  nor  did  fhe  heed ; 
And  this  can  well  do,  as  her  fkill  is  known 
In  arms  of  all  forts,  or  on  foot  or  fteed. 
Amon,  who  ftand  in  contefl  with  the  crown 
Nor  could,  nor  would,  forc'd  does  at  laft  recede, 
And  to  return  to  court  conceives  it  meet, 
He  and  his  daughter,  after  converfe  great. 

25- 

Altho',  with  wrath  and  ire,  the  mother's  rent 
Againft  her  daughter,  yet  for  her  renown, 
She  caus'd  be  made  her  rich  and  fine  veftment, 
Whofe  ornaments  in  many  colours  fhone : 
To  court  then,  with  her  fire,  Bradamant  went, 
And  when  fhe  found  from  thence  her  lover  gone, 
No  longer  did  this  court  to  her  appear 
That  court,  which  once  to  her  had  feem'd  fo  fair. 

26. 

As  one  who  faw,  in  April,  or  in  May, 
Garden,  which  leaves  and  lovely  flowers  grace, 
And  fees  it  after,  when  the  folar  ray 
To  fouth  inclines,  and  fhorten'd  leaves  the  days, 
It  defart  finds,  horrid,  infavageway; 
So,  to  the  nymph  returning,  feem'd  this  place; 
For  now  the  court,  abandon'd  by  Ruggier, 
What  it  was,  when  fhe  left  it,  don't  appear. 

27. 
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27. 


Domandarnonardifee,  cbe  ne  Jia, 
Accio  dl  fe  non  dia  maggior  fofpetto  : 
Ma  pan  Forecchia,  e  cerca  tuttavia, 
Che  fenza  domandar  le  nefta  detto. 
Si  fa,  ctfegli  e  partita;  ma  cbe  via 
Prefabbia,  nonfaalcun  vero  concetto  ; 
Perch}  partendc,  adaltrinonfe  motto  , 
Cb'a  lofcudier,  cbefeco  avea  condotto. 

28. 

O  come  ellafofpira,  O  come  feme, 
Sentendo,  che  fe  n't  comefuggito, 
O  come  fopra  ogni  timor  le  preme^ 
Cbe  per  porla  in  obbliofe  ne  fia  gito  ; 
Cbe  vijlofi  Amon  contra,  ed  ognifpeme 
Perduta,  mai  piu  d'ej/erle  marito, 
Si  Jia  fatto  da  lei  lontano,  forfe 
Coiifperando  dalfuo  amor  difciorfe. 

29. 

E  che  fatt'abbia  ancor  qualche  difegno, 
Per  piu  tojlo  levarfela  dal  core, 
D'andar  cercando  a"uno  in  altro  regno, 
Donna,  per  cuifefcordi  il  primo  amore  ; 
Come  Ji  dice,  chejifuol  d'un  legno 
Talor  chiodo  con  chiodo  cacciar  fuore. 
Nuovo  pejijier,  ch'a  quejlo  poi  Jucccde, 
Le  depinge  Ruggier  pieno  di  fede. 

3°' 
E  lei,  che  data  orecchie  abbia,  riprende, 

A  tanta  iniqua  fufpizione,  ejlolta. 

E  cosi  Pun  penfter  Ruggier  difende, 

U  altro  Faccufa  ;  ed  ella  ambedue  afcolta  ; 

E  quando  a  quejlo,  e  quando  a  quel  s'apprende  j 

Ne  rifoluta  a  quejlo,  o  a  quel  Ji  volta. 

Pur  a  F  opinion  piu  tojio  corre, 

Che  piu  le  giova,  e  la  contraria  abborre. 

31- 

E  talor'anco,  cbe  le  torna  a  mente 
££uel,  che  piu  volte  ilfuo  Ruggier  le  ha  detto  , 
Come  di  grave  error,  ft  duole,  e  pente> 
Ck'avuto  rfabbiagelojia,  e  fofpetto  j 
Ecomefoffe  alfuo  Ruggier  prefente, 
Chiamafi  in  colpa,  e  fe  ne  batte  ilpetto. 
Ho  fatto  error,  dice  ella,  me  n'avveggio  : 
Ma  chi  n'e  caufa,  e  caufa  ancor  di 


27- 


- 

Amor  n'e  caufa,  cbe  nel  cor  m'ha  imprejjo 
La  forma  tua  con  leggiadra,  e  bella  ; 
E  pojio  ci  ba  Fardir,  Fingegno  apprejfo, 
E  la  virtu,  di  cbe  ciafcun  favella  ; 
Ctfimpoflibil  mi  par,  ch'ove  conceflo 
Nefia  ilveder,  cb'ogni  donna,  e  donzella 
Non  ne  fia  accefa  ;  e  cbe  non  ufi  ogni  arte 
Di  fciorti  dal  miQ  amoret  €  a/fue  legarte. 
VOL.  II. 


Where  he  might  be,  to  afk  (he  does  not  dare, 
Left  more  fufpicion  thence  (he  might  create ; 
But  lends  an  ear,  and  feeks  out  ev'ry  where, 
That,  without  afldng,  fome  may  it  relate : 
She  knows  he's  gone;  but  which  way  he  might  bear, 
No  one  knows  how  to  form  a  true  conceit ; 
For,  going,  to  none  other,  word  he  (aid, 
Except  the  (quire,  whom  he  had  with  him  led. 

28. 

O,  how  (lie  fighs !  O,  with  what  fears  (he's  tofs'd ! 
Conceiving,  thence,  he  as  from  her  is  flown : 
O,  how,  beyond  all  other  fear,  (he's  crofs'd ! 
That  her  to  put  out  of  his  mind  he's  gone : 
That  feeing,  Amon  'gainft  him  is,  and  loft 
All  hope  of  ever  making  her  his  own, 
Perhaps,  he  diftant  does  from  her  remove. 
So  hoping  to  diveft  him  of  her  love. 

29. 

And  alfo  fome  dellgn  he  might  perfue, 
The  fooner  her  out  of  his  mind  to  get ; 
Seeking,  by  one  and  other  realm  might  go, 
For  dame,  that  he  his  firft  love  might  forget: 
As  it  is  faid,  with  th'  board  we  ufe  to  do, 
Sometimes  one  nail  with  t'other  out  to  beat. 
To  this  fucceeds  then  fome  reflection  new, 
Which  full  of  faith  does  Ruggier  to  her  (hew. 

3°- 

And  her,  who  ear  had  lent,  (he  reprehends, 
Tofuch  iniquitous  and  foolifh  fears ; 
And  in  fuch  way,  one  thought  Ruggier  defends, 
T'other  accufes  him,  and  both  (lie  hears ; 
And  now  to  this,  and  now  to  that,  attends, 
Nor  yet  refolv'd  to  this  or  that  (he  bears ; 
But  to  opinion  rather  does  recur, 
That  pleafes  moft,  and  the  reverfe  abhor. 

31- 

And  chiefly  then,  when  comes  into  her  mind, 
What,  many  times,  Ruggier  to  her  has  faid, 
Repents,  and  mourns  her  crime  of  grievous  kind, 
That  doubt  or  jealoufy  (he  ever  had ; 
And  as  if  there  (he  did  her  Ruggier  find, 
Smiting  her  breaft,  herfelf  (he  does  upbraid : 
A  crime  I've  done,  (he  faid,  I  plainly  fee, 
But  he  that  caus'd  it,  caus'd  worfe  ill  tome. 

32- 

Love  is  the  caufe,  who  on  my  heart  imprefs'd 
That  your  fo  lovely,  your  fo  beauteous  make, 
Your  wit,  your  courage,  grafted  in  my  breaft, 
And  your  high  virtue,  of  which  all  do  fpeak : 
It  feems  impoflible,  where  they  are  bled 
With  fight  of  you,  but  that  fire  foon  muft  take 
Ladies  and  damfels,  and  all  arts  (hould  find,    f_bind. 
To  loofe  your  love  from  me,  and  to  themfelves  to 
Ddd  33. 
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33- 


33- 


Dehavejfi  Amor  cosi  ne  i  penjier  miei 
II  tuo  penfier,  come  ci  ha  il  vifofculto : 
lofon  ben  cert  a,  chelo  troverei 
Palefe  tal,  qual'io  lo  ftimo  occulto ; 
E  che  si  fuor  dl  gelofia  farei, 
Ch'ador'ador  non  mifarebbe  infulto ; 
E  dove  appena  or'  e  da  me  refpinta, 
Rimarria  morta,  non  che  rotta,  e  vinta. 

Sonfimile  a  1'avar,  c'ba  il  cor  si  intent o 
Al fuo  teforo,  e  si  vel'ha  fepolto  ; 
Che  non  ne  pub  Ionian  viver  contento, 
Ne  non  fempre  terner,  che  gli  Jia  tolto. 
Ruggier  o,  or  pub,  ch'io  non  tiveggio,  efento, 
In  me  piu  de  la  fpeme  il  timor  rnolto  j 
//  qual,  benclie  bugiardo,  e  vano  io  credo, 
Non  poj/b  far  di  non  mi  dargli  in  preda : 

Ma  non  apparira  il  lume  si  tofto 

A  gli  occhi  miei  del  tun  vifo  giocondo, 

Contra  ogni  mia  credenza,  a  me  nafcojh, 

Nonfo  in  qual  part  e,  O  Ruggier  mio,  delmondo; 

Come  il  falfo  timor  far  a  depojto 

Da  la  vera  fperanza,  e  meffo  alfondo. 

Deh  torna  a  me^  Ruggier' ',  torna,  e  conforta 

Lafpeme,  che  I  timor  quafi  m'fya  morta. 

36. 

Come  al  partir  del  Soljifa  maggiore 
I?  ombra,  onde  nafce  pci  vana  paura ; 
E  come  a  I 'apparir  del  fuo  fplendore 
Vien  meno  I'ombra,  e'l  timido  ajficura  j 
CosifenzQ  Ruggier  fento  timore\ 
Se  Ruggier  veggo^  in  me  timor  non  dura. 
Deh  torna  a  me^  Ruggier ,  deb  torna  prima} 
Che' I  timor  la  fperanza  in  tutio  opprima. 

Come  la  notte  ogni  fiammella  e  viva, 
E  riman  fpenta  fubito,  cb'aggiorna ; 
Cost,  quando  il  mio  Sol  di  fe  mi  priva, 
Mi  leva  incontra  it  rio  timor  le  corna  : 
Ma  non  si  tofto  a  I  Orizonte  arriva, 
Che' I  timor  fugge,  e  la  fperanza  torna. 
Deh  torna  a  me,  deh  torna,  O  caro  lume, 
E  fcaccia  il  rio  timor  y  che 

.38:  . 

Se'l  Soljifeojta,  e  lafiia  i  giarni 
Quanta  di  bello  avea  la  terra,  afconde ; 
Fremanoi  venti^  e  port  an  ghiacci,  e  new, 
Non  cant  a  attgel,  rie  far  fevede,  bfronde', 
Cos]  qua  lor  a  awien,  che  da  me  levi^ 
O  mio  bsl  Sol,  le  tue  luci  gioconde> 
Mille  tinwri,  e  tutti  iniqui,  fanno 
Un'afpr*  verno  in  me  piu  volt*  1'anntt 


O,  had  but  love  engrav'd  fo  in  my  mind 
Your  thoughts,  as  he  has  done  your  imag'ry, 
I  am  full  certain,  that  I  them  fliould  find 
Difcover'd,  fuch  as,  hid,  I  think  they  be : 
And  I  fhould  be  from  Jealoufy  disjoin'd, 
That  ever  you  would  do  me  injury, 
And  where  with  pain  I  her  from  me  remove 
Not  broke,  o'ercome  alone,  bin  dead  Ihe'd  prove. 

34- 

I'm  like  the  mifer,  whofe  heart's  fo  intent 
Upon  his  treafure,  bury'd,  hoarded,  lain., 
That,  diftant  from  it,  he  can't  live  content, 
Nor  without  fear,  left  it  be  from  him  ta'en. 
Whilft  you,  Ruggier,  you  from  my  fight  abfent, 
More  pow'r  does  fear,  o'er  me,  than  hope,  maintain, 
Fear,  which  tho'  vain  and  lying  I  conceive, 
A  prey  to  him  myfelf  I'm  forc'd  to  give. 

35- 

But  fooner  fhall  not  be  the  light  reveal'd, 
Of  your  fweet  face,  and  to  my  eyes  be  fliown, 
Your  face,  'gainft  my  belief,  from  me  conceal'd, 
In  what  part,  my  Ruggier,  to  me's  unknown, 
Than  that  falfe  fear  (hall  all  its  power  yield 
To  the  true  hope,  and  wholly  be  caft  down : 
Ah !  come,  Ruggier,  come  and  relieve  again 
That  hope,  which  fear  in  me  has  almoft  flam. 

36. 

As  at  the  fun's  departure  greater  are 
The  (hades,  whence  are  created  terrours  vain ; 
And  as,  when  his  refplendent  rays  appear, 
The  (hades  decreafe,  fears  are  difpers'd  again  j 
So  when  Ruggier's  away,  I  fuffer  fear, 
Prefent  Ruggier,  no  more  does  fear  remain : 
Ah  !  come  to  me,  Ruggier,  ah  !  come,  before 
That  fear  my  hope  has  wholly  overbore. 

37- 

As  in  the  night  each  heav'nly  flame's  alive, 
And,  foon  as  day  breaks  forth,  does  difappear, 
So  when  my  fun  me  does  of  him  deprive, 
Its  force  againft  me  raifes  cruel  fear; 
But  in  th'  horizon  when  he  does  arrive, 
Fear  flies  away,  and  hope  again  comes  near : 
Ah  !  come  to  me,  ah !  come  my  deareft  light, 
And  this  dread  fear,  that  waftes  me,  put  to  flight. 

38. 

If,  the  days  leaving  (hort,  the  fun  does  go, 
He  hides,  on  earth,  whatever  gave  delight, 
The  roaring  winds  bring  on  the  frofl  and  fnow, 
The  birds  are  huftit,  flow'rs,  leaves,  ne'er  chear  the 
So  happens  it,  when  me  you  ceafe  to  (how,      [fight, 
O  my  fair  fun,  your  rays  of  pleafing  light : 
A  thoufand  dreads,  all  painful  and  fevere, 
Repeated  winters  make  throughout  the  year, 

39' 
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Deb  torna  a  me,  mio  Sol,  torna,  e  rimena 
La  defiata  dolce  primavera. 
Sgombra  i  ghiacci,  e  le  nevi,  e  rajferena 
La  mente  mia  si  nubilofa,  e  nera. 
£$ual  Progne  fi  lamenta,  o  Filomena, 
Ch'a  cercar'ejca  a  ifigliuolini  it  a  era, 
E  trova  il  nido  voto  j  o  qualji  lagna 
Tort  ore,  c'ha  perduto  la  compagnai 

40. 

Tal  Bradamante  Ji  dokff,  che  tolt» 
Le  fojfe  ftato  ilfuo  Ruggier  temea, 
Di  lagrime  bagnando  fpejjo  ilvolto, 
Ma  piu  celatamente  che  potea. 
O  quanta,  quanta  ft  dorr  ia  piu  molto, 
S'ella  fapej/e  quel,  che  nonfapea; 
Che  con  pena,  e  conjlrazio  ilfuo  conforte 
Era  in  prigion  dannato  a  erudd  rmrte. 

La  crudelta,  ch'ufa  liniqua  vecchia 
Contra  il  buon  cavalier,  che  prefo  tiene, 
E  che  di  dargli  morte  s'apparecchia 
Con  nuovijirazi,  e  non  ufate  pene ; 
La  juperna  bonta  fa,  clfa  Foreccbia 
Del  corteje  figliuol  di  Cefar  viene ; 
E  che  gli  mette  in  cor,  come  I'aiute, 
E  non  lafci  pcrir  tanta  virtute. 

42. 

//  cortefe  Leon,  che  Ruggiero  ama  ; 
Non  chefappia  pero,  che  Ruggier  Jia  ; 
Mojjb  da  quel  valor,  cb'unico  chiama, 
E  che  gli  par,  che  foprumano  Jia  ; 
Moltofrafe  difcorre,  ordifce,  e  trama, 
E  di  falvarlo  al  fin  trova  la  via, 
In  guifa,  che  da  lui  la  Z/#  crudde 
Offefa  non  fi  tenga,  e  fiquerele. 

Parlo  in  fecreto  a  chi  t'enea  la  chiavc 
De  la  prigione;  e  che  volea,  gli  dijje, 
Vedere  il  cavalier,  pria  che  si  grave 
Sentenza  contra  lui  datafeguiffe. 
Giunta  la  notte,  nn  fuofedel  feco  ave 
Audace,  e  forte,  ed  atto  a  zuffe,  e  a  riffe ; 
E  fa,  che'l  Caflellan,  fenzyaltrui  dire, 
Ch'egli  fofle  Leon,  gli  viene  aprire. 

44' 

//  cajiellan,  fenza  cValcun  defui 
Seco  abbia,  occultamente  Leon  mena 
Col  compagno  a  la  torre  ;  ove  ha  colui, 
Che  ft  ferba  a  Vejlrema  d"ogni  pena. 
Giunti  la  dentro,  gettano  atiibtdui 
Al  cajiellan,  che  volgt  lor  lafchiena 
Per  aprir  lofportello,  al  collo  un  lafiio, 
E  fubito  gli  dan  I' ultimo  fpaaio. 


39- 
fun  : 


Ah  !  come  to  me,  my  fun  :  Ah  *  come  again, 
And  here  lead  back  the  fweet,  defired  fpring ; 
Difpel  the  ice  and  fnow,  and  re-ferene 
My  mind,  fuch  clouds  of  darknefs  fofferirig. 
As  Progne  I,  or  Philomel,  complain, 
Who  feeking  out  their  yo»ng  ones  food  to  bring, 
Their  neft  find  empty,  or  as  does  bemoan 
The  turtle,  k>fing  her  companion. 

40. 

Such  way  lamented  Bradaitiant,  who  fears, 
That  her  Ruggiero  from  her  ta'en  might  be, 
Bathing  her  vifage  with  her  frequent  tears, 
But,  as  fhe  able  was,  moft  fecretly : 
Oh,  how  much  greater  would  have  prov'd  her  cares, 
Of  what  flie  knew  not,  had  been  confcious  fhe ! 
That  her  dear  fpoufe,  in  torment,  and  in  pain, 
Did  pris'ner,  doom'd  to  cruel  death,  remain. 

41. 

The  cruelties,  us'd  by  this  dame  fevere, 
'Gainft  the  brave  Knight,  kept  in  the  dungeon, 
And  how  to  give  him  death  (he  did  prepare, 
By  tortures  new,  and  pains  as  yet  unknown, 
The  fupreme  goodnefs  caus'd,  unto  the  ear 
To  comeo'th'  Emperor's  benignant fon, 
And  to  his  mind,  how  aid  he  might  difpenfe, 
Nor  fuffer  perifti  valour  fo  immenfc. 

42. 

The  courteous  Leon,  who  Ruggiero  lov'd, 
Not  that  however  him  Ruggier  he  knew, 
By  valour,  which  he  deem'd  unequall'd,  mov'd, 
And  which  to  him  did  above  human  (hew, 
Much  with  himfelf  difcourfing,  projects  prov'd, 
And  did,  at  length,  a  way  to  fare  him  view, 
In  manner,  that  with  him  his  cruel  aunt, 
Should  not  offended  be,  nor  'gainft  him  taunt. 

43- 

He  fecret  fpoke  to  him,  who  kept  the  key 
O'th'  prifon,  and,  that  he  defir'd,  he  told, 
To  fee  the  knightr  ere  executed  be 
The  heavy  fentence  againft  him  enroll'd : 
When  night  was  come,  takes  one  in  company, 
For  ftrife  and  fkinnifti  fitting,  ftout  and  bold, 
And  caus'd  the  conftable,  not  faying  more, 
Than,  that  he's  Leon,  open  him  the  door. 

44. 

The  conftable,  now  having  with  him  none 
Of  his  attendants,  Leon  privately 
Leads  to  the  tow'r  with  his  companion, 
Where  th'  knight  was  kept,  for  utmoft  mifery : 
When  enter'd  in,  by  each  of  them  was  thrown, 
Upon  the  keeper,  whofe  back  turn'd  they  (ee 
To  ope'  the  poftern,  o'er  his  neck,  a  noofe, 
And  itrait  they  give  his  life  the  final  clofe. 

D  d  d  2  45- 
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Apron  la  cataraita  j  onde  fofpefo 
Al  canape,  ivi  a  tal  bifogno  pojfa,  _ 
Leonjicala,  e  in  memo  ha  un  tor  Mo  accefo, 
Lay  dove  era  Ruggier  dal  Sol  nafcofto. 
Tutto  legato,  e  iuna  grata  Jtefo 
Lo  trova,  a  I'acqua  un  palmo,  e  men  difcojlo. 
jL'avria  in  un  mefe,  e  in  termine  piu  corto 
Per  fe,  fenz'altro  aittto,  illuogo  morto. 

46. 

Leon  Ruggier  con  granpietade  abbraccia^ 
E  dice  ;  Cavalier,  la  tua  virtute 
Jndiffolubilmente  a  te  m'attaccia 
Di  volontaria  eterna  fervitute  ; 
£  vuol,  che  piu  il  tuo  ben,  che'!  into  mi  piaccia^ 
Ne  cur  i  per  la  tua  la  mi  a  faint  e  ; 
E  cbe  la  tua  amici-zia  al  padre,  e  a  quanti 
Parenti  io  rnabbia  al  mondo,  io  metta  innanti. 

Jo  fen  Leone,  accio  tu  intenda,figlia 
Di  Cojlantin,  che  vengo  a  darti  aiuto, 
Come  vedi,  in  perfona,  con  periglio, 
Se  mai  dal  padre  mio  far  a  faputo, 
D'ejftr  cacciato  ;  b  con  turbato  ciglio 
Perpetuamente  ej/er'da  lui  veduto  : 
Cbe  per  la  gente,  la  qual  rotta,  e  morta 
Da  te  glifu  a  Belgrado,  odio  ti  porta. 

48.  _ 

E  feguiio  piu  cofe  altre  dicendo 
Da  farlo  ritornar  da  morte  a  vita  j 
E  Io  vien  tutta  volta  difciogliendo. 
Ruggier  gli  dice  ;  Io  vho  grazia  infimta  \ 
E  quejla  vita  ;  ch'or  mi  date,  intenda, 
Che  fempremai  vi  jia  re/iituita, 
Che  la  vogliate  riaver  ;   ed  agni 
Volta^  che  per  voi  fpenderla  bijogni, 

49. 

Ruggier  fit  tratto  di  qusl  loco-  of  euro, 
E  in  vecefua  morto  il  guardian  rimafey 
Nlconofciuto  egli,  ne  gli  altri  furo. 
Leon  meno  Ruggier  o  a  Is  fue  cafe; 
Ove  ajlar  feco  tacito,  ejicuro 
Per  quattro,  o  per  fei  dl>  gli  perfuafe  ; 
Che  riaver  l'armey  e'/  dejlrier  gagliardo 
Gli  f  aria  intanto,  che  gli  tolfe  Ungiardo* 


45- 


Ruggier  fuggito,  il  fuo  guardian  Jt 
Si  trova  il  giorno,  e  aperta  la  prigione. 
Chi  qucl,  chi  quejlo  penfa  che  ftajiato, 
Ne  parla  ogrfun,  ne  perb  alcun  tfappone. 
Ben  di  tutti  gli  altri  uomini  penfato 
Piu  toft*  fi  far  ia,  che  di  Leone; 
Che  pare  a  molti,  ch'avria  caufa  avato. 
e  nan  di  dargli 


They  open  the  trap-door,  from  whence  fuftain'd, 
By  cable,  there,  for  fuch  occafion  put, 
Leon  defcends,  a  lighted  torch  in  hand, 
There,  from  the  day-light,  where  was  Ruggier  (hut. 
And  on  a  hurdle  ftretch'd,  all  o'er  enchain'd, 
Finds  him,  fcarce  diftant  from  the  fink  a  foot : 
Within  a  month,  or  in  much  fhorter  time, 
The  very  place  itfelf  had  murder'd  him. 

46. 

Leon  embrac'd  Ruggier  with  pity  vaff, 
And  faid,  O  cavalier,  your  valour  high, 
To  you  immoveably  has  made  me  faft, 
In  everlafting  fervice  willingly : 
And  wills,  your  good  before  my  own  be  plac'd, 
Nor  minded  mine,  for  your  fecurity, 
And  that  my  father,  kindred,  ev'ry  one 
On  earth,  I  to  your  friendfhip  fhouid  poftpoue. 

47- 

Leon  am  I,  that  you  may  know,  the  fon 
Of  Conftantine,  who  come  to  give  you  aid  ; 
You  fee,  in  perfon,  who  fuch  danger  run, 
If  to  my  fire  it  ever  known  be  made, 
Of  being  banifh'd,  or  with  angry  frown 
Being  perpetually  by  him  furvey'd, 
Who  for  his  troops,  which  flaughter'd  were,  and  beat, 
Late  at  Belgrade  by  you,  to  you  bears  hate. 

48. 

And  farther  his  difcourfe  he  did  perfue, 
Him  to  return  from  deatli  to  life  to  make, 
And  all  the  while  he  did  his  bonds  undo  : 
To  you  I've  endlefs  thanks,  then  Ruggier  fpake, 
And  this  my  life,  I  mean,  thus  giv'n  by  you, 
Shall  be  for  ever  to  you  given  back  : 
At  all  times,  to  retake  ;t  be  agreed, 
Whenever  you  to  fpend  it  floall  have  need. 

49- 

Ruggier  was  got  out  of  this  place  obfcure, 
And,  'ftead  of  him,  the  keeper  was  left  dead  ^ 
He  and  the  reft  to  go  unknown  procure ; 
Leon  Ruggier  to  his  own  manfion  led ; 
Where  to  ftay  with  him,  filent  and  fecure, 
For  four  or  five  days,  he  did  him  perfuade, 
Till  his  flout  horfe  and  arms  to  have  again 
He  might  contrive,  Ungiard  had  fi-om  him  ta'en-. 

5°- 

His  keeper  flrangled,  and  thence  Ruggier  flown, 
The  prifon  open  caft,  next  day,  they  find : 
One  thinks  on  this,  one  that :  who  this  had  done, 
No  one  can  guefs,  nor  even  one  divin'd  : 
They  rather  thought  it  might  be  any  one, 
Than  Leon  it  could  be,  of  all  mankind  ; 
For  that  he  caufe  had,  many  did  conceive, 
To  do  him  outrage,  not  fuch  aid  to  give, 
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S1' 

Riman  di  tanta  cortefta  Ruggiero 
Confufo  si,  si  pi  en  di  maraviglia, 
E  tramutato  si  da  qitel  penfiero, 
Che  quivi  tratto  I'avea  tante  miglia ; 
Che  mettendo  ilfecondo  col  primiero, 
Ne  a  quefto  quel,  ne  quejlo  a  quel  fimiglia : 
II  primo  tutto  era  odio,  ira,  e  veneno ; 
Di  pietadee  ilfecondo,  e  d'amor  piene. 

5  2; 

Molto  la  notte,  e  molto  il  giorno  penfa, 
D?altro  non  euro,  ed  altro  non  dijia, 
Che  da  fobbligazion,  che  gli  avea  immenfa, 
Siiorji,  con  part,  e  maggior  corte/ia. 
Gli  par,  Je  tut ta  fua  vita  difpenfa 
In  lui  fervire,  o  breve,  o  lunga  Jia, 
E  feft  efpone  a  mille  nwrti  certe, 
Non  gli  puo  tanto,  che  piu  non  merte. 

53- 

Venuta  quivi  intanto  era  la  nuova 
Del  bando,  cb'ave^fatto  il  Re  di  Francia ; 
Che,  chi  vuol  Bra damante,  abbia  a  far  pr ova 
Con  lei  di prza  confpada,  e  con  lancia. 
Quejlo  udir'  a  Leon  slpoco  giova, 
Cliefe  gli  vede  irnpallidir  la  guancia ; 
Per  che,  come  uom,  che  le  fue  forze  ha  note, 
Sa,  ch'a  lei  pare  in  arme  ejfer  non  puote. 

54- 

Fra  fe  difcorre,  evede,  che  fupplire 
Puo  con  ringegno,  ove  il  vigor  fa  manco, 
Facendo  con  fue  infegne  comparire 
Quejlo  guerrier,  di  cui  non  fa  il  name  ancs  j 
Che  di  pojjanza  giudica,  e  d'ardire 
Poterjtar  contra  a  qual  Ji  wglia  Franco  : 
E  crede  ben,  s'a  lui  ne  da  frmprefa, 
Che  ne  fia  Bradamante  vinta,  e  prefa. 

Ma  due  cofe  ha  da  far ;  I'una,  difporre 
11  cavalier,  che  quejta  imprefa  accetti ; 
L'altra  nel  campo  in  vece  fua  lui  porre  j, 
In  modo,  che  non  fia  chi  nefofpetti. 
A  fe  lo  chiama,  e'!  cafo  gli  difcorre, 
E  pregalpoi  con  ejficad  detii, 
Ch'egli  fia  quel,  cb'a  quejla  pugna  vegna- 
Col  name  altrui,  fotto  mtntita  infegna. 

L*  eloquenza  del  Greco  ajjai  potea  j 
Ma  piu  de  I'eloquenza potea  molto 
L'obbiigo  grand  e,  che  Ruggier  gli  avea, 
Da  ?nai  non  ne  dovere  ejjere  fciolto: 
Si  che  quantunque  duro  gli  parea, 
E  non  pojfibil  quaji  ;  pur  con  voltOy. 
Piu  che  con  cor  giocondo,  gli  rifpofey 
Ctitraper  far  per  lui  tutte  le  cofe. 


S1- 

Ruggier  remain'd,  for  fo  great  courtefy, 
So  much  conf  us'd,  with  wonder  fo  full  fraught, 
And  fo,  from  that  intention,  alter'd  he, 
Which  him,  fo  many  miles,  had  thither  brought, 
That  if  compar'd  the  firft  and  fecond  be, 
One  bears  not  with  the  other  femblance  aught : 
The  firir,  all  poifon,  hatred,  rage,  did  prove, 
The  fecond  full  of  pity  is,  and  love. 

52. 

By  night,  he  much  reflects,  and  much  by  day, 
Nought  elfe  delires,  nought  elfe  employs  his  mind, 
But,  th'  obligation  vaii,  he  had,  to  pay 
To  him,  by  action  equal,  or  more  kind : 
He  thought,  in  ferving  him,  if  down  he  lay 
His  life,  as  fhort  or  long  he  it  might  find, 
And  ev'n  to  thoufand  deaths  himfelf  expofe, 
He  could  not  do  more  for  him,  than  he  owes. 

Hither,  mean  time,  arrivedfwas  the  news 
Of  th'  edict,  which  was  made  by  th'  King  of  France : 
He  mull  have  tryal,  Bradamant  who  fues, 
'Gainftherinftrengthwithfword,and  with  the  lance: 
The  hearing  this  to  Leon  painful  fhews, 
And  o'er  his  cheeks  a  pallour  did  advance  ; 
For,  as  a  man,  who  his  own  force  has  known, 
He  knows  a  match  for  her  in  arms  he's  none. 

54- 

Within  himfelf  reflects  and  fees,  fupply 
He  can,  where  prowefs  fails  him,  with  his  wit, 
If,  with  his  enfigns  to  appear,  he  try 
The  warrior  great,  whofe  name  he  knows  not  yet  j 
Who,  he  conceives,  in  ftrength  and  bravery, 
'Gainft  whoe'er  flout  may  be,  to  ftand  is  fit : 
And  thinks,  on  him  if  the  emprize  be  lain, 
That  vanquiih'd  may  be  Bradamant,  and  ta'en. 

But,  two  things  he's  to  do  :  one  to  difpofe 
The  cavalier  t'accept  the  enterprize  : 
T'other,  for  him,  him  in  the  field  t'expofe, 
Such  way,  that  thence  may  no  fufpicion  rife : 
Calls  him  :  and  to  him  does  the  cafe  difclofe, 
Then  prays,  and  efficacious  fpeech  applies, 
He'd  be  the  man,  by  whom  this  fic;ht  v/ere  try'd, 
With  other's  name,  beneath  enfigns  belyrd. 

56. 

Much,  of  the  Greek  the  eloquence  could  do ; 
But  much  more,  than  the  eloquence  profound, 
The  obligation  vaft,  Ruggier  did  owe, 
From  whence  he  ne'er  fhould  deem  himfelf  unbound  •„ 
So  that,  tho'  cruel  this  did  to  him  fhow, 
And  it  almoft  impoffible  he  found, 
With  look  more  gay,  than  heart,  he  docs  reply, 
For  him  he's  ready,  ev'ry  thing  to  try. 

•' 
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57- 


Benche  da  far  dalor,  tojh  cbe  quejla 
Par  old  ba  delta  >  il  cor  ferir  fi  fenta  j 
Cbe  giornoy  e  notte,  efcmpre  lo  mokjla^ 
Semprefaffligge,  e  fempre  lotormenta. 
E  vegga  1°  fua  M°t'te  manifejla ; 
Pur  non  e  mai  per  dir^  cbefe  ne  penta  } 
Cbe  pritna,  ch'a  Leon  non  ubbidire^ 
Mille  volte  y  non  ch'una,  e  per  mcrire. 

58.    ^ 

Sen  certo  e  di  morir ;  perdu  fi  lafcia 
La  donnat  ba  da  lafciar  la  vita  ancora. 
i)  cbe  I'accorera  il  duolo^  e  rambafcia  ; 
O  fel  duolo,  e  rambafcia  non  I'accora, 
Con  leman  proprie  fquarciera  la  fafciay 
Che  cinge  falma^  e  ne  la  trarra  fuora  i 
Cb'ogni  altra  cofa  piu  facil  gli  fia> 
Cbe  peter  lei  veder^  cbe  fua  nonjta. 

59- 

Gli  e  di  morir  dijpojio  \  ma  che  forte 
Di  morte  voglia  fary  non  fa  diryanco. 
Penfa  talor  di  finger fi  men  Jortet 
E  porger  nudo  a  la  dsr.zella  ilfanco, 
Che  nonfu  mai  la  pru  beat  a  morte  ^ 
Cbe  fe  per  man  di  lei  venijft  manco. 
Poi  vede,  fe  per  lui  rejia,  cbe  moglle 
Sia.di  Leon^  cheTobbligo  non  fcioglie. 

60. 

Perche  ha  promcffo  contra  Eradamante 
Entrare  in  campo  a  fingolar  battaglia, 
Nonfemulare,  e  fame  fcl  fembi ante ^ 
Si  che  Leon  di  lui  pocoji  vaglia. 
Dunque  ftara  nel  detto  fuo  cojlante  ; 
E  benche  »r  quejto,  or  quel  petifier  I'^ 
Tutti  gli  fcaccia  ;  e  folo  a  quejlo  cedet 
II  qual  reforta  a  non  mancar  di  fede, 

61. 

Avca  giafatto  appareccbiar  Leone 
Con  licenza  del  padre  Cojlantino 
Arme,  e  caualli^  e  un  numer  di  perf;,:c, 

ftal gli  convenne,  eentrato  era  in  camming; 
feco  avea  Ruggiero,  a  cui  le  buone 
Arme  avea  fat  to  render  e,  e  Front  ino  : 
E  tanto  un  giorno,  e  un'altro,  e  un'altro  andaro, 
Gh'in  Franciay  ed  a  Parigi  fi  trovaro. 

62. 

Non  vjlfe  entrar  Leon  ne  la  cittatet 
E  i  padiglioni  a  la  campagna  tefe  ; 
E  fe  ilmedefmo  di  per  imbafciate^ 
Che  di  fua  giunta  il  Re  di  Francia  intefe  : 
L'ebbe  il  Re  caro  ;  e  gli  fu  piu  fiate 
Donando^  e  vifitandolo  cortcfe : 
De  la  venutafua  la  cagion  diffe 
Leone,  ehp-ego>  cbf  I'efpedijfe, 


57- 


Tho'  with  fierce  grief,  fa  foon  as  h"ad  exprefs'd 
Thefe  words,  with  wounds  his  very  heart  was.  reflt, 
That,  night  and  day,  and  ever  him  rnoleft, 
Ever  afflict  him,  ever  him  torment ; 
And  plainly  fees,  his  death  is  manifeft, 
Yet  he's  ne'er  brought,  to  fay,  he  does  repent : 
For,  ere  to  Leon  he  would  aught  deny, 
A  thouiand  deaths,  not  one  alone,  he'd  die. 

58. 

Full  certain  he's  to  die ;  for  if  he  part 
From  his  dear  nymph,  his  life  he  parts  with  too : 
Either  his  pain  and  woe  will  break  his  heart, 
Or  if  his  heart  isn't  broke  by  pain  and  woe, 
With  his  own  hands,  the  ties  he'll  tear  apart, 
Which  bind  his  foul,  and  forth  fuch  band  will  throw ; 
For,  all  things  would  to  him  more  eafy  be. 
Than,  her  another's,  not  his  own,  to  fee. 

59- 

To  die  he  is  determin'd ;  but  what  kind 
Of  death  he'll  have,  he  does  not  yet  decide : 
Sometimes,  to  feign  himfelf  lefsitout,  indin'd, 
And  naked  to  the  damfel  leave  his  fide ; 
For,  never  death  more  happy  could  he  find, 
Than  that,  when  by  the  hand  of  her  he  died : 
Then  fees,  if  Leon's  wife  (he  fhould  not  be 
Thro'  him,  his  obligation  he  don't  free. 

60. 

For,  againft  Bradamant,  he  proinife  made, 
In  fmgle  combat  he  would  take  the  field, 
Not  to  feign  only,  making  a  parade, 
Whence  he'd  to  Leon  little  fervice  yield  : 
Wherefore,  he'll  conftant  be  to  what  he  faid, 
And  tho',  now  this,  now  that  thought  him  aflail'd, 
All  he  drives  ofF:  to  that  alone  reforts, 
Which  him,  not  in  his  faith  to  fail,  exhorts. 

61. 

Leon  had  caus'd  be  got  in  readinefs, 
With  licence  of  his  father  Conftantine, 
Horfes  and  arms,  and  people  numberlefs, 
As  fuited,  and  his  journey  did  begin; 
With  him  Ruggier,  whom  he  did  fo  redrefs, 
That  were  reftor'd  his  arms,  and  brave  Frontin : 
And  fo  they  travell'd  on,  from  day  to  day, 
In  France,  to  Paris  then,  arriv'd  were  ther. 

62. 

Leon  would  not  into  the  city  go, 
.  But  on  the  plain  pitch'd  his  pavilion  : 
And  next  day  fent  an  embafly  thereto, 
To  th'  King  of  France  to  make  his  coming  known : 
The  King  was  glad,  and  courtefy  did  {how 
By  vilits,  and  by  preients  many'  a  one : 
Leon  did  of  his  coming  now  relate 
The  reafon,  and,  that  him  he'd  expedite,  intreat. 
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63. 


Ch*  entrar  facejje  in  campo  la  donzella, 
Cbe  mar  it  o  non  vuol  di  lei  men  forte; 
Ruanda  venuto  era  per  fare,  o  cVella 
Moglier  glifojfe,  o  che  gli  dejje  morte. 
Carlo  tolje  Fajjunto,  e  fece  quella 
Companr  faltro  di  fuor  de  le  portc 
Ne  lojleccato,  che  la  nottefotto 
A  Take  mura  fufatto  di  tot  to. 

64. 

La  notte,  ch'ando  innanzi  al  terminate 
Giorno  de  la  battaglia,  Ruggiero  ebbe 
SitniL'  a  quella ,  che  fuole  il  dannato 
Aver,  che  la  mattina  morir  debbe. 
Eletto  avea  combatter  tutto  armato. 
Perch1  ejfir  conofciuto  non  vorrebbe. 
Ne  lancia,  ne  dejlrier  adoprar  volfe, 
Ne,  fuor  che' I  brands,  arms  d'offefa  tolfe. 

65. 

Lancia  non  tolje ;  non  perthe  temejfe 
Di  quella  d' or,  che  fu  de  I'Argalia, 
E  poi  d'Aftolfo,  a  cut  cojlei  fucceJJ'e, 
Che  far  gli  arcion  votar  fempre  folia  ; 
Perche  nej/un,  ch'ella  talforza  avejje, 
O  fojje  fatt a  per  negromanzia 
Aveafaputo-y  eccetto  quel  Re  folo, 
Che  far  la  fece,  e  la  dono  al  figliuolo. 

66. 

Anzi  AJIolfo,  e  la  donna,  che  port ata 
L'aveanopoi,  credean,  che  non  F  incanto, 
Ma  la  propria  pojfanza  fojje  Jlata, 
Che  data  lor  in  giojlra  avejje  il  vanto  ; 
£  che  con  ogni  altra  a/la,  ch'incontrata 
Foffe  da  lor,  farebbono  altrettanto, 
Lacagion  fola,  che  Ruggier  non  glojlra, 
E,  per  non  far  del  fuo  Frontino  inojira  ; 

67. 

Che  lo  potria  la  donna  facilmente 
Conofcer,  fe  da  lei  fojje  veditto  ; 
Perc  che  cavalcato,  e  lungamente 
In  Montalban  Faveafeco  tcnuto. 
Ruggier,  che  folojludia,  efolo  ha  mente 
Come  da  lei  non  Jia  riconofciuto  ; 
Ne  vuol  Frontin,  ne  vuol  cos'-altra  avere, 
Che  difar  dife  indizio  abbiapotere. 

68. 

A  quejla  imprefa  un' altra  fpaaa  voile ; 
Che  ben  fapea,  che  contra  a  Balifarda 
Sari  a  ogrfufocrgo,  come  pajla,  molle ; 
Ch'alcuna  tempra  quel  furor  non  tar  da. 
E  tutto  il  taglio  anco  a  queJF altra  tolls 
Con  un  martello,  e  la  fa  men  gagliarda. 
Con  quf/farms  Ruggier  o  al  primo  lampo, 
Cuapparvi  al'Orizante,  entro  nil  camps. 


63. 


35?  i 


That  he,  to  take  the  field,  would  caufe  the  maid, 
Who  would  a  hufband  than  herfelf  more  brave : 
As  he  was  come,  that  it  might  be  eflay'd, 
He  her  for  wife,  or  from  her  death  might  have : 
Charles  took  th'  appointment,  and  the  next  day  made 
Her  from  the  gates  go  forth,  who  meeting  gave 
Within  the  lifts,  which  that  night  fudderdy 
Had  been  prepar'd,  beneath  the  ramparts  high. 

64. 

The  night,  which  went  the  fatal  day  before 
Fix'd  for  the  battle,  had  to  Ruggier  fhown, 
Like  that,  which  by  a  man  condemn'd  is  bore, 
Next  morn  to  fuffer  execution. 
He  chofen  had,  to  combat  arm'd  all  o'er, 
For  that  he  will'd,  himfelf  not  to  be  known : 
Nor  ufe  of  lance,  or  palfrey,  would  he  make, 
Nor,  fave  his  fword,  orFeniive  weapon  take. 

65- 

His  lance  he  took  not,  not  that  he  did  fear 
That  one  of  gold,  once  did  Argalia  own, 
And  then  Aftolf,  and  after  was  her  fhare, 
Which  all  us'd  from  their  {addle  to  caft  down ; 
For  none,  that  it  fuch  force  did  in  it  bear, 
Or  that  it  were  by  negromancy  done, 
Had  underftood,  except  that  King  alone, 
Who  had  it  made,  and  gave  it  to  his  fon. 

66. 

Rather  Aftolf,  and  th'  Lady,  who  it  bore, 
After,  of  the  enchantment  did  not  dream  ; 
But  that  it  had  been  their  own  proper  pow'r, 
That,  in  the  jufts,  had  giv'n  them  fo  much  fame: 
And  that,  with  any  other  fpear,  before 
Their  adverfary,  they  had  done  the  fame : 
The  only  caufe,  Ruggier  did  tilts  decline, 
Is,  not  to  make  a  (how  of  his  Frontin. 

67. 

For  that  he,  by  the  damfel,  might  be  known 
Eafily,  asvfhe  him  had  often  feen ; 
As  for  long'  time  (he  him  had  rode  upon ; 
At  Montalban  with  her  he  kept  had  been : 
Ruggier,  whofe  mind  and  lludy  is  alone, 
That  he  by  her  may  not  be  known  again, 
Nor  his  Frontin,  nor  any  thing  will  h:uc, 
Which  of  his  per  fon  a  difcov'ry  gave. 

68. 

For  this  emprize,  he'd  have  another  blade, 
As  he  well  knew,  that,  again  A  Kalifard, 
All  armour  would  be  fofr,  as  of  pufte  made ; 
The  rage  of  that  no  temper  can  retard ; 
And  aU  the  edge  he  ev'n  of  this  allay 'd 
By  hammer,  and  the  texture  made  Ids  h:;rd  .- 
Arm'd  in  fuch  way,  Ruggier,  at  the  firft  Itght, 
Shone  in  th'  horizon,  takes  the  field  for  Mght. 
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69. 

E  per"  parer  Leon,  le  fopravej}e, 

Che  dianzi  ebbe  Leon,  s'ba  meffe  indoffb, 

E  I'dquila  de  Tor  con  le  due  tejle 

Porta  dipinta  ne  lo  fcudo  rojjb. 

E  facilmente  fi  potean  far  quejle 

Finzion  \  ch'era  ugualmente,  e  grandet  e  grojjo 

L'un  come  1'altro.  ApprefentoffiTuno^ 

L'aitro  nonfilafdi  veder  d'a'.cuno. 

70. 

Era  la  volonta  de  la  donzella 
Da  quejfaltra  diver  fa  di  gran  lunga ; 
Che  fe  Ruggier  su  la  fpada  martella 
Per  riniuzzarla,  che  non  tagli,  o  punga ; 
La  fua  la  donna  aguzza,  e  brama,  ch'ella. 
Entri  nel  ferro,  e  fempre  al  vivo  giunga  't 
Anzi  ogni  colpo  si  ben  tagli,  e  fore, 
Che  vada  fempre  a  ritrovargli  il  core. 

71- 

ghial  su  le  mojje  il  barbaro  Ji  vede, 
Che' I  cenno  del  partir  focofo  attende ; 
Nequa,  nelapoter  fermareil  piede, 
Gonfiar  le  nari,  e  che  I'orecchie  tende ; 
Tal  I'ammofa  donna,  che  non  crede, 
Che  quejlo  fta  Ruggier,  con  chi  contende, 
Afpettando  la  tromba,  par,  che  foco 
'i  loco. 


69. 


e  le  vene  abbia,  e  non  ritrovi 

72. 

£hial  talor,  dopo  il  tuono,  orrido  vento 
Subito  fegue^  che  fozzopra  volve 
Uondofo  mare,  e  leva  in  un  momenta 
Da  terra  final  ciell'ofcura  polve  j 
Fuggon  le  fiere,  e  col  pa/? or  I'armento ; 
L'aria  in  grandine,  e  in  pioggiaji  rifolve  j 
Udito  il  fegno  la  donzella,  tale 
Stringe  la  fpaday  e'lfuo  Ruggiero  affale. 

73- 

Ma  non  piu  quercia  antica,  o  grojfi  muro 
Di  benfondata  torre,  a  Borea  cede  ; 
Ncpiu  Fir  at  o  marlo  fcoglio  duro\ 
Che  d'ogn'intorno  il  di,  e  la  notte  ilfiede ; 
Che  f otto  rarmeilbuon  Ruggier  Jicuro, 
Che  gia  al  Troiano  Eitor  Vuhano  diede, 
Ceda  a  radio,  e  al  furor,  che  lo  tempefta 
Or  nifianchi,  or  nel  petto,  or  ne  la  tefta. 

74- 

Quando-di  taglio  la  donzella,  quando 
Mena  di  punta,  e  tutta  intenta  mira, 
Ove  cacciar  traferro,  e  ferro  il  brands, 
Si  che  ft  sfoght,  e  difacerbi  I'lra. 
Or  da  un  lato,  or  da  utialtro  il  va  tentando, 
Qiiando  di  qua,  quando  di  la  faggira  ; 
E  fi  rode,  <tjj  duol,  che  nm  le  avvcgna 
$%ai  fatta  alcuna  cofa>  chedifegna. 


And  to  feem  Leon,  the  furtout  did  wear, 
With  the  which  Leon  had  been  drefs'd  before, 
And  he  the  eagle  with  two  heads  did  bear, 
On  a  fhield  gules,  which  was  depicted  or : 
And  they  with  eafe  fuch  fiction  might  prepare, 
As  one  in  height  and  thicknefs  was  not  more, 
Than  t'other :  one  does  now  himfelf  prefent  j 
T'other  did  of  himfelf  all  fight  prevent. 

70. 

The  earned  inclination  of  the  maid 
Was  from  the  other's  greatly  different ; 
For  if  Ruggier  had  batter'd  on  his  blade, 
To  blunt  it,  and  its  pufh  and  cut  prevent, 
His  miftrefs  fharpen'd  hers,  and  would  be  glad 
To  pafs  his  arms  to  reach  the  quick,  intent : 
That  {he,  to  cut  and  ftab,  might  fend  each  blow, 
That  ever  it  to  find  his  heart  might  go. 

71. 

As,  on  the  courfe,  the  fiery  barb  you  fee, 
The  fignal  for  his  ftarting  fcarce  attends, 
Nor  here,  nor  there,  his  feet  can  fettled  be, 
He  fwells  his  noftrils,  and  his  ears  extends : 
So  the  brave  lady,  who  did  not  forefee, 
That  this  Ruggier  was,  with  whom  fhe  contends, 
The  trumpet  waiting,  feems,  within  her  veins, 
To  glow  with  fire,  and  fcarce  herfelf  reftrains. 

72. 

As  fometimes,  after  the  dread  thunder's  roar, 
Sudden  the  winds  with  rage  tempefluous  blow, 
Which,  of  the  fea  the  waves  rowl  o'er  and  o'er, 
And  clouds  of  duft,  from  earth  to  heaven  throw, 
The  wild  beafts  fly,  and  Ihepherd  with  his  jftore, 
The  air's  impregnated  with  hail  and  fnow  : 
Soon  as  the  fignal's  heard,  fuch  was  the  maid, 
Drawing  her  fword,  her  Ruggier  to  invade. 

73- 

But  th'  oak  antique,  or  wall  of  thicknefs  vaft 
Of  well-built  tow'r,  no  more,  to  Boreas  plies ; 
Nor  the  hard  rock,  to  th'  feas,  with  fury  cafl, 
That,  day  and  night,  on  all  fides,  it  defies  ; 
Than  brave  Ruggier,  fafe  in  that  armour  plac'd, 
Which  for  Troy's  Hector  Vulcan  did  devife, 
Yields  to  the  hate  and  fury,  which  ftie  prefs'd, 
Now  at  his  head,  now  at  his  flanks,  now  breaJft. 

74- 

Now  her  fword's  edge  is  darted  by  the  maid, 
Now  its  fharp  poinf,  and  ftill  fhe  looks  intent, 
Where  'twixt  the  plated  ir'n  to  drive  her  blade, 
So  quench  the  bitter  rage,  which  her  does  rent  j 
Now  on  one  fide,  now  t'other,  fhe  efTay'd, 
Now  here,  now  there,  frill  wheeling  round,  fhe  went, 
And  frets  and  grieves,  that,  to  the  wifh'd  for  end, 
Not  any  thing  was  done,  fhe  did  intend. 

75- 
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Come  cbi  ajjedia  ttna  citta,  cbe  forte 
Sia  di  buonfiancbiy  e  di  muraglia  groffa, 
Speffb  Faffalta ;  or  vuol  batter  le  forte  y 
Or  Talte  torri,  or'atturar  lafoj]a\ 
E  pone  indarno  le  fue  genti  a  morte, 
Ne  via  fa  ritrovar,  ch'entrar  vi  toojja : 
Cost  molto  s'affanna,  eji  travaglia, 
Nepuo  la  donna  aprlr  piajiray  nt  maglia, 
76. 

tiando  a  lofcudo,  e  quando  al  buon  elmetta, 
vando  a  Fufbergo  fa  gittar  fcintille, 
Concolpi,  cb'alebraccia,  alcapo,  alpettt 
Meno  dritti,  e  river  ft  a  mille,  a  mille, 
E  fpej/i  piu,  cbe  su'l  tonante  tetto 
La  grandine  far  foglia  de  le  ville. 
Ruggier  Jia  fit  tavvifo,  e  ft  difende 
Con  gran  dejlrezza,  e  lei  mat  nan  offende. 

Orftferma,  or  volteggia,  erft  ritira, 
E  con  la  man  fpej/b  accompagna  il  piede ; 
Purge  or  lohudo,  ed  or  lafpada  giray 
Ove  girar  la  man  n'imica  vede. 
O  lei  non  fere ,  ofe  la  fere,  mira 
Ferirla  in  parte,  ove  men  nocer  crede. 
La  donna  prima,  cbe  quel  di  s'inchine, 
Brama  di  dare  a  la  battagliafine. 

78. 

Si  ricordo  del  bando,  e  ft  ravvide 
Del  fuo  periglio,  fe  non  era  prejla ; 
Cbe  fe  in  un  di  nonprende,  o  non  uccide 
II fuo  domandator,  prefa  el/a  rejla. 
Era  gia  prejjb  a  i  termini  d'Alcide 
Per  attu/ar  nel  mar  Febo  la  tejia ; 
Quando  ella  commincio  di  fuapoj/anza. 
A  diffidarji)  e  perder  la  fperanza. 

79- 

Quanta  manco  piu  la  fperanza,  crebbe 
'Tanto  piu  I'ira,  e  raddoppio  le  botte ; 
Cbe  pur  quell'arme  romperevorrebbe, 
Cb'in  tutto  un  di  non  avea  ancora  rotte. 
Come  colui,  cb'al  lavorio,  che  debbe, 
Siajiato  lento,  e  gia  vegga  effcr  notte-t 
S'ajfretta  indarno,  Ji  travaglia,  eftanca, 
Fin  cbe  la  forza  a  un  tempo,  e  il  di  li  man; a. 

80. 

O  mifera  donzella,  fc  co/iui  _ 
Ttt  conofcejji,  a  cut  dar  morte  brami  -t 
Se  lofapej/i  effer  Ruggier,  da  cut 
De  la  tua  vitapendono  glijlami  ; 
So  ben,  ch'uccider  te,  prhna  cbe  lui, 
Vcrrejli,  cbe  di  te  fo,  cbe  piu  F ami: 
E  quando  lui  Ruggiero  ejfer  Japrai, 
Di  quejli  colpi  ancor  fo  ti  Jcrrai. 
VOL.  II. 


75- 


As  he,  who  lays  a  fiege  to  a  great  town, 
Inclos'd  with  walls  of  ftrength,  and  wond'rous  grofs, 
Often  aflaults,  the  gates  would  now  beat  down, 
Now  the  high  tow'rs,  and  level  now  the  fofs, 
Vainly,  his  forces  to  their  deaths  fends  on. 
Nor  to  get  entrance  can  he  way  difclofe, 
So  does  the  maid,  with  toil  and  hate  aflail, 
Nor  can  (he  open  force  breaft-pUte,  or  mail. 

76. 

Now,  from  his  fhield,  now,  from  his  helm  fo  found, 
Now,  from  his  coat  of  mail,  the  fpaiks  makes  blaze ; 
Her  ftrokes,  his  arms,  his  head,  his  breaft,  to  wound, 
She  makes  direcl,  reverfe,  a  thoufand  ways, 
More  frequent,  than  i'th'  city  does  refound 
The  hail,  that  on  the  roofs  of  houfes  plays : 
Ruggier  collected  ftands,  himfelf  defends, 
With  great  adroitnefs ;  but  her  ne'er  offends. 

77- 

Now  flops,  now  wheels  about,  now  back  does  bound, 
And  oft  his  hand  his  foot  accompanies ; 
Now  holds  his  fhield  out,  now  his  fword  cads  round, 
When  caft  around  her  hoftile  hand  he  fpies : 
He  ftrikes  her  not,  or  if  he  flrikes,  he  found 
A  part  to  ftrike,  where  leafl  to  hurt  he  tries. 
The  lady,  ere  the  day  too  far  expires, 
To  put  an  e»d  to  th'  combat  much  defires. 

78. 

Calls  to  her  mind  the  edict,  and  furveys 
The  danger,  if  (he  ufe  not  brevity ; 
For,  in  one  day,  if  flie  nor  takes  nor  flays 
This  her  demander,  (he  muft  taken  be : 
Now  to  Alcides'  terms  himfelf  conveys 
Phoebus,  to  plunge  his  head  into  the  fea. 
When  of  her  prowefs  (he  to  doubt  began, 
And  of  fuccefs  fmall  hope  to  entertain. 

7.9- 

The  more  her  hope  decay'd,  the  more  ftill  grew 
Her  ire,  and  fhe  redoubles  ev'ry  ftroke, 
As  (he  inclin'd  in  bits  thofe  arms  to  hew, 
Which  fhe,  in  all  the  day,  had  not  yet  broke : 
As  he,  at  tafk  appointed  him  to  do, 
Who  has  been  idle,  by  the  night  o'ertook, 
Hurries  in  vain  ;  though  tired,  ftill  toils  on, 
Till,  all  at  once,  his  flrength  and  day  are  gone, 

80. 

O,  miferable  damfel,  if  you  knew, 
"Who  'tis,  of  whom  you  wifh  the  life  to  end, 
It  you  knew  this  to  be  Ruggier,  whereto 
The  very  threads  of  your  own  life  depend, 
I  know,  you'd  fooner  your  own  life  perfue, 
Than  his,  on  whom  your  love  does  more  attend  : 
And  if,  that  he's  Ruggier,  to  you  were  known, 
The  ftrokes,  already  given,  you'd  bemoan. 

E  e  e  8r. 
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e  molt'altri  feco,  cbe  Leone 
E/er  coftui  credeanfi,  e  non  Ruggier  o-, 
Veduto,  come  in  arme  al  paragone 
J)i  Bradamante,  forte  era,  e  leggier 0', 
E  fenza  offender  lei  con  cbe  ragione 
Difender  ft  japea ;  mutan  penjiero ; 
E  dicon ;  ben  convengono  ambedui ; 
Cb'egli  e  di  lei  ben  degno,  ella  di  lui. 

82. 

Poi  cbe  Febo  nelmar  tutt'e  nafcofo, 
Carlo,  fatta  partir  quella  battaglia, 
Giudica,  cbe  la  donna  per  fuo  fpcfo 
Prenda  Leon,  ne  ricufarlo  vaglia. 
Ruggier  fenza  pigliar  quivi  ripofo, 
Senzjelmo  trarji,  o  alleggerirfi  maglia, 
Sopra  un  picciol  ronzin  torna  in  granfretta 
A  ipadiglioni,  ove  Leon  fafpetta. 

83. 

Gitto  Leone  al  cavalier  le  braccia 
Due  volte,  e  piu  fraternamente  al  collo ; 
£  poi  trattogli  felmo  da  lafaccia, 
Di  qua,  e  di  la  con  grande  amor  baciollo. 
Vo\  dijje,  cbe  di  me  fempre  tufaccia 
Come ti par;  che mai trovar fatollo 
Non  mi  potrai,  che  me,  e  loflato  rnio 
Spender  tu  poja  ad  cgni  tuo  defo. 

84. 

Ne  veggo  ricompenfa,  ckemaiquejia 
Obbligazion,  cnio  fho,  poj/a  difciorre  j 
E  non,  s'ancora  io  mi  levi  di  tejla 
La  mia  corona,  e  a  te  la  venga  a  porre. 
Ruggier,  di  cui  la  mente  ange,  e  molejta 
Altro  dolor  e,  e  che  la  vita  ablorre ; 
Poco  rifponde,  f  infegne  gli  rcnde, 
Che  n'avea  avute,  e'l  fuo  liocorno  prende. 

85 

E  ftanco  dimoftrandofj,  e  fuogliato, 
Piu  taflo,  che  pete,  da  lui  levojje  ; 
Ed  a!  fuo  alloggiamento  ritornato, 
Poi  che  fu  ?nezza  notte,  tutto  armoffi  ; 
£  fella 't 'o  il  dejirier,  fenza  commiato, 
£  fenza  che  d'al.un  fcntito  fojje, 
Sopra  vifalje^  e  fi  drizzo  al  iCimmino-, 
Cbe  piu  piacer  gli  parve  al  fuo  Frontina. 

86. 

front!  no  or  per  via  dritta,  or  per  via  tartat 
Qiiando  per  fefoe,  e  quando  per  campagna 
Jljyo  Signer  tut  fa  la  notte  porta; 
Clfc  non  cejja  un  momenta,  che  nonpiagna. 
(fhiama  la  msrte,  e  in  quella  fi  con  for  ta, 
Che  I'ojYmata  dsglia  fcla  fragna  ; 
Ne  vede  altro,  che  morte,  che  finire 
Pajfa  finfoppartabilfuo  wart  ire* 
3 
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81. 

Charles,  and  the  many  others  with  him  there, 
That  Leon  this,  not  Ruggier,  wh"ad  no  doubt, 
Seeing  how  well  he  did  in  arms  compare 
With  Bradamant,  fo  a&ive,  and  fo  ftout, 
And,  without  hurting  her,  with  how  much  care, 
He  could  defend  himfelf,  now  change  their  thought, 
And  fay,  How  both  of  them  well  fuited  be ! 
For  he  is  worthy  her,  and  of  him  Ihe. 

82. 

When  Phoebus  to  the  fea  to  hide  him  goes, 
Charles,  having  caus'd  the  combat  to  fubllde, 
Awards,  this  damfel  muft  take  for  her  fpoufe 
Leon,  nor  aught  avails,  tho'  (he  deny'd  : 
Ruggier,  not  flaying  there  to  take  repofe, 
Ne'er  throws  his  armour  off,  nor  helm  unty'd, 
Upon  a  little  fteed,  in  hurry,  went, 
Where  Leon  waited  for  him,  to  the  tent. 

83- 

Leon  his  arms  about  the  knight  then  threw, 
Oft  o'er  his  neck,  in  way  affectionate, 
After,  his  helmet  from  his  face  he  drew, 
Each  cheek  faluting,  in  his  rapture  great : 
I  will,  faid  he,  you  ever  with  me  do, 
Juft  as  you  like,  nor  can  I  fatiate 
Myfelf;  forme,  and  ev'ry  thing  that's  mine, 
You  may  difpofe  of,  flill  as  you  incline. 

84. 

Nor  fee  I  recompence,  that  can  repay, 
Ever,  the  obligation  which  I  owe : 
Not  ev'n  my  crown  were  I  to  take  away 
From  my  own  head,  and  it  on  yours  bellow. 
Ruggier,  upon  whofe  irind  grief  heavy  lay, 
In  anguifh,  who  would  hated  life  forego, 
Little  reply'd :  the  enfign  did  return, 
He  had  of  him,  and  took  his  unicorn. 

85. 

And  himfelf  fhewing  weary,  difcontent, 
Soon  as  he  could,  he  did  from  him  retreat, 
And  back  again  return'd  to  his  lodgment : 
Then,  at  midnight,  he  arm'd  himfelf  compleat, 
And,  his  horfe  faddling,  without  farewel,  went, 
And,  without  any  one's  perceiving  it, 
Upon  him  kaps,  and  that  way  ftrait  he  goes, 
Where  to  him  moft  inclin'd  his  Frontin  /hows. 

86. 

Frontin,  by  crooked  roads  now,  now  foreright, 
Sometimes  thro'  woods,  and  fometimes  o'er  the  plain^. 
Carries  his  mafler  all  the  live-long  night, 
Who  ceafes  not  one  moment  to  complain ; 
Calling  for  death,  and  feems  to  take  delight 
Jn  the  grief  obAinate,  he  does  fuftain : 
As  nothing  he  could  fee,  but  death,  whereby 
To  put  an  end  to  his  va/l  mifery. 
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87. 


Di  cbi  mi  debbo  oime,  aicea,  dolere, 
Che  cost  m'abbia  a  un  punto  ogni  ben  tolto  ? 
Deb  s'io  non  vo'Fingiuria  fojtenere 
Senza  vendetta,  incontra  a  cut  mi  volto  ? 
Fuor  cbe  mejtejjb,  altri  nonfo  vedere, 
Che  m'abbia  offefo,  ed  in  miferia  volto, 
Io  m'ho  dunque  di  me  contra  mejlejfi 
Da  vendicar,  c'bo  tut  to  ilmal  commejjo. 

88. 

Pur,  quando  io  avej/i  fatto  folamente 
A  me  I'ingiuria,  a  me  forfe  potrei 
Donar  perdon,  fe  ben  difficilmente ; 
Anzi  vo'dir,  che  far  non  to  vorrei ; 
Or  quando,  poi  che  Bradamante  fenti 
MecoFingiuria  ugual,  men  Io  farei ; 
Quando  bene  a  me  ancora  io  perdonajft, 
Lei  non  convien,  ch'invendicato  lajji. 

89. 

Per  vendicar  lei  dunque  debbo,  e  voglio 
Ogni  modo  morir,  ne  do  mi  pefa  j 
Ch'altra  cofa  nonfo,  ch'al  mio  cordoglio, 
Fuor,  che  la  morte,  far  pojfa  difefa : 
Mafol,  ch'allora  io  non  mart,  midoglio, 
Che  fatto  ancora  io  non  le  aveva  offefa. 
O  me  felice,  s'io  moriva  allora, 
Ch'era  prigivn  de  la  crudel  Teodora. 

90. 

Se  ben  m'avejfe  uccifo,  tormentato 
Prima  ad  arbitrio  di  fua  cruddtade ; 
Da  Bradamante  almeno  avrei  fperato, 
Di  ritrovare  al  mio  cafo  pictade : 
Ma,  quando  ellafapra,  ch'avro  piu  amat» 
Leon,  di  lei ;  e  di  mi  a  volontade 
Io  me  nefia,  perch'egli  I'abbia,  privo  ; 
Avra  ragion  d'odiarmi,  e  morto,  e  vivo, 

91. 

uejlo  dicendo,  e  molte  altre  parole, 
he  fofpiri  accompagnano,  e  fingulti, 
Si  trova  a  I'apparir  del  nnovofole 
Frafcuri  bofchi  in  Inogbijirani,  e  inculti, 
£  perche  e  difperato,  e  morir  vuole, 
E  piu  che  pub,  che' I  f no  morir  s'occulti  j 
Quefto  luogo  gli  par  molto  nafcojlc, 
Ed  atto  a  far  quant' ha  dife  difpojio. 

92. 

Entranelfoltobofco,  ovepiufpej/e 
L'ombrojefrafche,  e  piu  intricate  vede ; 
Ma  Frontin  prima  al  tuttofciolto  tnejfe 
Dafe  lontano,  e  liberta  gli  diede; 
O  mio  Frontin,  gli  diJJ'e,  s'a  mejlejje 
Di  dare  a'merti  tuoi  degna  mercede, 
Avrejli  quel  dejlrier  da  irwidrar  poco, 
Che  volo  al  cielo,  e  fra  lejiclle  ha  loco. 


87. 


3P5 


Of  whom,  faid  he,  alafs  !  fhouJd  I  complain, 
That,  all  at  once,  from  me  my  good  is  borne  ? 
Ah  !  if  this  injury  I'd  not  fuftain 
Without  revenge,  'gainft  whom  then  fhould  I  turn  ? 
Except  myfelf,  none,  I  difcover  plain, 
Me  has  offended,  caft  in  woe  forlorn : 
Then  'gainft  myfelf  I  vengeance  will  perfue, 
Since  'twas  myfelf,  did  all  this  evil  do. 

88. 

But  granting  I  had  done  an  injury 
Unto  myfelf,  perhaps  I  this  alone 
Had  pardon'd,  tho'  with  great  difficulty, 
I  rather  fay,  that  I  fhould  not  have  done ; 
Now  feeing  Bradamant  feels  equally 
The  injury,  pardon  fhould  not  be  fhown  r 
Tho'  on  myfelf  I  pardon  might  beftow, 
It  is  not  fit  (he  unreveng'd  fhould  go. 

89. 

Her  therefore  to  revenge  I  ought,  and  will 
Any  way  die,  nor  am  I  in  fufpenfe  ; 
For  nought  I  know,  that  'gainft  my  woeful  ill, 
Except  it  is  my  death,  can  be  defence ; 
But  only  that  I  dy'd  not,  grieves  me  Hill. 
Ere  I  as  yet  had  given  her  offence , 
O  happy  me,  had  I  but  dy'd  before, 
When  prifoner  of  cruel  Theodore. 

90. 

In  cafe  fhe  then  me  at  her  will  had  flain, 
Firft  tortur'd,  as  her  cruelty  deiign'd, 
From  Bradamant  I  hope  might  entertain, 
Pity  at  leaft  for  my  mifhap  to  find ; 
But,  that  I've  lov'd,  when  knowledge  fhe  attain, 
Than  her,  more  Leon,  and  difpos'd  my  mind, 
Myfelf,  that  he  might  have  her,  to  deprive, 
Juftly,  fhe  dead  will  hate  me,  and  alive. 

91. 

While  this,  and  many  fuch  words,  he  did  fay, 
With  which  his  fighs  and  groans  aflbciates  join'd, 
Himfelf,  at  the  new  fun's  appearing  ray, 
In  defert  parts  of  woods  obfcure  does  find : 
And,  as  to  die  refolv'd,  in  defp'rate  way, 
And,  if  he  could,  his  death  to  hide  inclin'd, 
This  place  to  him  did  much  fecreted  fhow, 
Fit  for  the  purpofe,  he  difpos'd  to  do. 

92. 

He  enters  the  thick  wood,  where  he  moft  clofc 
The  fhady  boughs,  and  intricate  does  fee ; 
But  firfl  Frontin  entirely  he  lets  loofe, 
From  him  far  off,  to  take  his  liberty : 
O,  my  Frontin,  fays,  were  at  my  difpofe, 
Suiting  thy  worth,  reward  to  give  to  thee, 
But  little  fhould  that  horfe  thy  envy  raife, 
That  flew  to  h'eav'n,  and  'mongft  the  flars  does  blaze, 
E  e  e  2  93. 
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Cillarofa  nonfu,  non  fu  Arione 

Di  tf  miglior,  nemerito piu  lode; 

Ne  alcuri1  altro  dejlrier>  di  cut  menziont 

Fatta  da'Greci,  o  da'Latini  iode. 

Se  tifur  par  ne  Paltre  parti  buone, 

DI  quejla  fo,  cValcun  di  lor  non  gode, 

Di  poterji  vantar,  cb'avuto  mat 

Abbia  ilpregio,  e  I'onor,  eke  tu  avuto  hat ; 

94. 

Poi  ch'a  la  piu,  che  maijiajiata,  ojia, 
Donna  gentile ,  e  valorofa,  e  bella 
Si  carojlatofei,  cbe  ti  nutria, 
E  difua  man  ti  ponea  freno,  e  fella. 
Caro  eri  a  la  mia  donna.  Ahpercbemia 
La  diropiu,  fe  mia  none  piu  quella? 
S'io  rho  donata  adaltri?  oime  cbe  ceffb 
Di  volger  quejla  fpada  or  a  in  mejlejfo  ? 

95- 

S'ivi  Ruggier  faffligge,  efi  tormenta, 
E  le  fere,  e  gli  augelli  a  pi  eta  move ; 
(Ch'altri  non  e,  cbe  quejie  gridafenta, 
Ne  vegga  il  pianto,  cbe  n  el  fen  glipioiie) 
Non  dovete  penfar,  che  piu  contenta 
Bradamante  in  Parigiji  ritrove ; 
Poi  che  fcufa  non  ha,  chela  difenda  ; 

0  piu  I'indugi,  che  Leon  non  prenda. 

96. 

Ella,  prima  ch'avere  altro  conferfe, 
Cbe  I  fuo  Ruggier,  vuol  far  cioy  che  ptfo  farji, 
Mancar  deldettofuo  ;  Carlo,  e  la  certey 

1  parent!,  e  gli  ami ci  inirnicarji ; 

E  quando  altro  non  pojj'a,  alfin  la  morte 
O  colveneno,  c  con  lajpada  darji', 
Che  le  par  meglio  ajfai  non  ejjer  vivat 
Che  vtvenao  rejlar  di  Ruggier  priva. 

97- 

Deb  Ruggier  mio,  dicea,  dove  fei  gito  ? 
Puote  ejjer,  che  tu  Jia  tanto  difcojlo^ 
Che  tu  non  abbia  quefto  bando  udito, 
A  neffun' altro,  fuor  ch'a  te,  nafcojio: 
Se  tulfapejji,  io  fo,  che  comparito 
NeJJuri1  altro  far ia  di  te  piu  tojlo. 
Mi f era  me,  ctt altro  penfar  mi  deggio, 
Se  non  quel,  che  penfar  ft  pojja 


Come  e,  Ruggier,  pojjibil,  che  tu  folo 
Nun  ebbi  quel,  che  tutto  il  mondo  ha  intefo  ? 
Se  intefo  I'bai,  nefei  venuto  a  volo, 
Come  ejfer  puo,  che  non  fii  morto  o  prefo  ? 
Ma  chi  fapcjje  il  ver,  quejlo  figliuolo 
Di  Cojlantin  t'avra  alcunlaccio  tefo; 
II  traditor  t'avra  chiufa  la  via, 
Accio  prima  di  lui  tu  qui  non  Jiat 


93- 

Arion,  or  yet  Cillarus,  I  know, 
Better,  than  thee,  were  not,  nor  claim'd  more  praife, 
Nor  any  other  horfe,  whofe  fame  to  ihow 
Mention  is  made  in  Greek  or  Roman  lays : 
If  they,  in  other  points,  could  equal  you, 
In  this,  I  know,  none  of  them  joy  difplays, 
That  he  can  boaft,  that  he  has  e'er  poflefs'd 
The  honour,  favour,  with  which  you've  been  blefs'd : 

94. 

Since  you  to  nymph  mofl  valorous  and  fine, 
That  e'er  has  been,  or  may  be,  the  mofl  bright, 
So  dear  was,  fhe  to  feed  you  did  incline, 
With  her  own  hand  your  {addle  place,  and  bit : 
Dear  was't  thou  to  my  lady :  Ah !  how  mine ! 
She's  no  more  mine ;  I  to  her  have  no  right : 
If  her  I've  giv'n  to  other,  why's  delay'd, 
That  now  againft  myfelf  I  turn  my  blade  ? 

95- 

If  there  Ruggier  torments  himfelf,  and  grieves, 
And  moves  to  pity  ev'ry  bird  and  beaft ; 
For  there's  nought  elfe,  that  thefe  his  cries  perceives, 
Nor  fees  his  tears,  which  rain  into  his  breaft ; 
You  muft  not  think,  that  more  content  receives 
Bradamant,  who  in  Paris  ftays,  diftrefs'd : 
Since  no  excufe,  flie,  no  defence  can  make, 
Or  more  delay,  fhe  fhouid  not  Leon  take. 

96. 

She,  ere  to  other  (he'd  herfelf  confort, 
Than  her  Ruggier,  does  all  her  pow'r  difpofe, 
To  fail  in  what  (h"ad  faid,  Charles  and  his  court, 
Her  parents,  and  her  friends,  to  make  her  foes  j 
When  this  no  more  can  do,  to  death  refort, 
With  poifon,  or  with  fword,  her  life  to  clofe ; 
For  it  feem'd  better  to  her,  not  to  live, 
Than,  living,  of  Ruggier  herfelf  deprive. 

97- 

Ah,  my  Ruggier,  faid  fhe,  where  art  thou  gone  ? 
Is't  po/Iible,  you  hence  fo  far  can  be, 
That  you  this  edicl  fhould  not  yet  have  known, 
To  no  one,  but  yourfelf,  in  fecrefy  ? 
If  you  had  known  it,  no  one  here,  fo  foon, 
Had  his  appearance  made,  I'm  fure,  as  thee ; 
Unhappy  me !  what  thought  muft  I  conceive, 
Except  the  worft,  that  can  be,  to  believe  ? 

98. 

How  can  it  be  Ruggier,  that  you  alone 
Should  not  have  heard,  what  all  the  world  muft  hear.? 
If  you  have  heard,  nor  here  with  wings  are  flown, 
How  can  it  be,  but  dead  or  ta'en  you  are  ? 
But,  were  the  truth  to  be  reveal'd,  this  fon 
Of  Conftantine  has  lay'd  for  you  fome  fnare ; 
The  tray  tor  did  to  fhut  you  up  contrive, 
That  you,  before  him,  might  not  here  arrive. 

99. 
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99. 


Da  Carlo  impetrai  grazia,  cb'a  nejjuno 
Men  di  me  forte,  avejffi  ad  effer  data, 
Con  credenza,  che  tu  fojjl  quell' uno, 
A  cuijiar  contra  io  non  potejji  armata. 
Fuor  che  tefolo,  io  nonjlimava  alcuno  ; 
Ma  de  Faudacia  mia  m'ba  Die  pagata  j 
Pol  cbe  cojlui,  cbe  mat  piu  non  fe  imprefa 
D'onore  in  vitafua,  cos]  mha  prefa. 

100. 

Se  pero  prefa  fon9  per  non  avere 
Uccider  lui,  neprenderlo  potuto ; 
//  che  non  mi  par  giujlo;  ne  al  par  ere 
Mai  fan  perjiar,  cb'in  quejlo  ha  Carlo  avuio ; 
So,  cb' incojiante  mi  faro  tenere, 
Se  da  quel)  c'ho  gia  detto,  ora  mi  muto  : 
Ma  non  la  primafon,  ne  lafezzaia  j 
La  qual  paruta  Jia  incojiante,  e  paia. 

iqi. 

Baji i,  che  nel  fervar fide  al  mio  amantt 
D'ogni  fcoglio  piufalda  mi  ritrovi ; 
E  pajji  in  quejto  di  gran  lunga  quante 
Mai  fur o  a  i  tempi  antichi,  ofieno  a  i  nuovi ; 
Che  nel  rejlo  mi  dicano  incojiante 
Non  euro,  pur  cbe  fincoftanza  giovi. 
Pur,  ch'io  nonfia  di  cojlui  torre  a/Jretta, 
yolubil,  piu  che  foglia,  ancoftadetta. 

102. 

QueJJe  parole,  ed  altre,  ch'interrotte 
Da'fofpiri,  e  da'pianti  erano  fpejjbt 
Segui  dicendo  tutta  quella  notte, 
Ch'a  rinfelice  giorno  venne  apprejjo. 
Ma  pot  che  dentro  a  le  Cimmerie  grotte 
Con  r ombre  fue  Notturno  fu  rimejfo  ; 
II  del,  ch'eternamente  avea  valuta 
Far/a  di  Ruggier  moglie,  le  die  aiuto. 

103. 

Fe  la  mattina  la  donzella  altera 
Marjifa,  innanzi  a  Carlo  comparire, 
Dicendo  ;  cVal  fratel  fuo  Ruggier'era 
Faito  gran  torto,  e  noi  iiolea  patire  j 
Che  glifoffi  Iwata  la  mogliera, 
Nc  pure  una  parola  glie  ne  dire : 
E  contra  chi  fi  vuol  di  provar  toglie, 
Che  Bradamante  di  Ruvgiero  e  moglie : 

1 04. 

E  innanzi  a  gk  altri  a  lei  provar  Io  vuok, 
Quando  pur  di  negarlo  fojf'e  ardita ; 
Cb'in  mia  prefenza  ella  ha  quelle  parole 
Dette  a  Ruggier,  che  fa  chi  ft  mar  it  a  ; 
£  con  la  cerimonia,  che  Ji  fuole, 
Gia  si  tra  lor  la  cofa  tjlabilita, 
Che  piu  di  fe  non  pojfbno  difporre, 
Nt  tun  feltro  lafciar,  per  altri  torn. 


99. 


Of  Charles  the  favour  I  obtain *d,  of  none 

Lefs  flout  than  me,  I  fliould  the  fpoufe  be  madej 

With  a  belief,  you  were  the  only  one, 

'Gainfl  whom  I  could  not  ftand  in  arms  array'd : 

None  I  regarded,  fave  yourfelf  alone  ; 

But  my  audacioufnefs  has  heaven  paid, 

Since  this  man,  who  ne'er  enterprize  has  done 

Of  honour,  in  his  life-time,  me  has  won. 

100. 

Becaufe  unable,  I  am  captive  ta'en, 
My  pris'ner  him  to  make,  or  elfe  to  flay; 
Which  to  me  feems  unjuft,  I'll  ne'er  remain 
Of  that  conceit,  Charles  does  herein  difplay : 
I  know,  hence  me  inconftant  they'll  maintain, 
Since  now  I  change,  what  I  before  might  fay ; 
But  not  the  firfl,  nor  yet  the  laft  am  I, 
That  may  appear  charg'd  with  inconAancy. 

101. 

Suffice,  my  faith  in  keeping  to  my  love, 
Than  any  rock  I  more  unmov'd  fhall  be, 
And  I  herein  furpafs  by  great  remove, 
What  was  in  ancient  time,  or  now  we  fee : 
I'th'  reft  inconftant  let  them  me  reprove, 
I  heed  not,  fmce  help'd  by  inconflancy : 
So  that,  this  man  to  take,  I  am  not  bound, 
Let  them  fay,  I  more  light  than  leaf  turn  round. 

102. 

Thefe  words,  and  many  others,  which  were  broke 
By  frequent  fighs,  by  frequent  foiling  tear, 
All  the  whole  night,  continually  flie  fpoke, 
Till  the  unhappy  day  approaches  near ; 
But,  when,  to  the  Cimmerian  grot  betook, 
Night,  with  his  dufky  fhades,  did  difappear, 
Kind  heav'n,  that  had  eternally  decreed, 
To  make  her  Ruggier's  wife,  brought  help  in  need. 

103. 

Caus'd,  the  next  morn,  that  damfel  of  renown 
Marphife,  in  Charles's  prefence  to  appear, 
Saying,  that  to  her  brother  Ruggier  done 
Had  been  much  wrong,  and  what  (he  would  not  bear ; 
For  that  his  wife  from  him  was  ta'en  and  gone, 
Nor  aught  they'ad  {aid  to  him  of  the  affair : 
And  that,  'gainfl  fuch,  who'd  undertake  the  ftrire, 
She'd  prove,  that  Bradamant  was  Ruggier's  wife. 

104. 

And  to  her  and  the  reft  a  proof  I'll  take, 
If  (he  mould  be  fo  bold  this  to  deny, 
That,  in  my  prefence,  (he  fuch  \vords  once  fpake, 
Unto  Ruggier,  that  (he's  efpous'd  thereby, 
And  with  all  ceremony  as  we  make, 
The  matter  'twixt  them  is  fixt  ftedfaftly, 
That  to  beftow  themfelves  no  pow'r  they  hav«, 
Nor,  to  take  other,  can  each  other  leav  e. 

105. 
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105. 

Marfifa,  VI  vero,  o'lfa/fo,  cb*  dicejfty 
Pur  lo  dicta ;  ben  credo  con  penfierot 
Percbe  Leon  piu  tojlo  interrompej/e 
A  dritto,  e  a  torto,  che  per  dire  il  vero  j 
E  che  di  volant ade  lo  facejje 
Di  Bradamante ;  ch'a  riaver  Ruggiero, 
Ed  efcluder  Leon,  nc  la  piu  one/fa, 
Ne  la  piu  breve  via  vedea  di  quejla. 

106. 

Turbato  il  Re  di  quejla  cofa  molto 
Bradamante  chiamar  fa  immantinente ', 
E  quanta  di  provar  Marjifa  ha  tolto, 
Lefafapere,  ed  ecci  Amon  prefente. 
Tien  Bradamante  chino  a  terra  il  volto^ 
E  confufa  non  nega,  ne  confente  j 
In  guija  che  comprender  di  leggiero 
Si  puoy  che  detto  abbia  Marjifa  il  vero. 

107. 

Place  a  Rinaldo,  e  place  a  quel  d'Anglante 
Tal  cofa  udir ;  ctfejjer  potra  cagione, 
Cbe'l  parentado  non  andra  piu  innante, 
Che  gia  conchiufo  aver  credea  Leone  \ 
E  pur  Ruggier  la  bella  Bradamante 
Mai  grado  avra  de  I'ojlinato  Amone  ; 
E  potranfenza  lite,  e  fenza  trarla 
Di  man  per  forza  al  padre,  a  Ruggier  darla. 

1 08. 

Cbe  fe  tra  lor  quejle  parole  fianno, 
La  coja  eferma,  e  non  andra  per  terra. 
Coil  otterran  quel,  che  promejjb  gli  hanno, 
Piu  onejlamente,  e  fenza  nuova  guerra. 
^uejlo  e,  diceva  Amon,  quejVc  un'iuganno 
Contra  me  ordito;  ma' I  penjier  vojlro  err  a ; 
Ch'ancor  cbefojj'e  ver,  quanta  voi  finto 
Tra  voi  tfavete,  io  non  Jon  per o  vinto, 

109. 

Che  prefuppojlo  ^cbt  nc  ancor  confejjo, 
Ne  vo  credere  ancor,  ch' abbia  cojiei 
Scioccamente  a  Ruggier  cos]  promej/b, 
Come  voi  dite,  e  Ruggiero  abbia  a  lei] 
jQuando,  e  dove  fu  q uejlo?  che  piii  efprejjo, 
Piu  chiaro,  e  piano  intcnder  h  vorrei. 
Stato  fo^,  cbe  non  e,  fe  non  ejlato 
Primat  che  Ruggier  fojje  battezato. 

no. 

Ma  s'egli  e  flats  innanzi,  che  Criftiano 
Foffe  Ruggier,  non  vo\  che  me  ns  caglia ; 
Ch'ejfendo  ella  fedele,  egli  pagiino^ 
Non  credero.  ch&l  matrimonio  vaclni* 


105. 


Non  ft  debbe  per  qnejh  efllr'it 
Pojjo  a  rifchio  Leon  de  la  barti 
Ne  if  no/fro  Imperador  credo  i 
Venir  del  detto  fuo  per  quej 


n  vaf.o 
ttaglia ; 
voglia 


Marphife,  be  what  (he  faid  or  falfe,  or  true, 
Said  it,  I  think,  as  fully  (he  defign'd 
This  match  of  Leon's  only  to  undo, 
By  right  or  wrong,  and  not  the  truth  to  mind, 
And  that  with  full  confent  (he  did  it  too 
Of  Brad'mant,  who  to  Ruggier  to  be  join'd, 
And  Leon  to  exclude,  no  fairer  fort 
Of  means  could  fee,  nor  any  yet  fo  fhort. 

ic6. 

The  King,  for  this,  himfelf  does  troubled  find, 
And  made  them  call  Bradamant  inftantly, 
And  all  the  cafe,  Marphife  to  prove  inclin'd, 
Caus'd  her  to  know,  here  Amon  being  by : 
Her  face  to  earth  Bradamant  held  declin'd, 
And  nor  confents  confus'd,  nor  does  deny, 
Such  way,  that  eafily  conceive  they  might, 
That,  what  Marphife  related,  was  but  right. 

107. 

It  pleas'd  Rinald,  and  him  of  Anglant  too, 
Such  thing  to  hear,  as  thence  it  might  be  wrought, 
That  this  alliance  might  no  farther  go, 
Which,  to  be  quite  concluded,  Leon  thought, 
And  the  fair  Bradamant  for  Ruggier  now 
In  fpite  of  Amon  obftinate  be  got, 
And  without  ftrife,  or  force  they  her  might  take, 
From  out  her  father's  hands,  and  Ruggier's  make. 

108. 

For  if  'twixt  them  thefe  words  confirm 'd  remain'd, 
The  thing  is  fix'd,  nor  can  it  be  made  void : 
So  what  they  promis'd,  now  would  be  obtain'd 
More  fairly,  nor  they  with  new  ftrife  annoy'd. 
This  is,  faid  Amon,  this  a  ftory  feign'd ; 
But  in  your  thoughts  ye  err,  'gainft  me  employ'd  j 
For  ev'n  were  all,  that  you've  invented,  true, 
Amongft  ye,  thence  ye  cannot  me  fubdue. 

109. 

For,  pre-fuppofing  what  I  don't  allow, 
Nor  will  believe,  as  yet,  that  fbolifh  fhe, 
Did  to  Ruggier,  in  fuch  way,  make  a  vow, 
As  you  relate,  and  her  the  like  made  he ; 
When,  and  where  was  this  ?  more  exprefsly  how, 
More  clearly,  and  more  plain,  I  tfyis  would  fee : 
I  know,  this  has  not  been,  unlefs  it  was, 
Ere  Ruggier  did  the  Chriftian  faith  embrace. 

i  io. 

But,  if  this  was,  before  Chriflianity 
Ruggier  embrac'd,  this  I  mind  not  a  whit; 
For,  of  the  faithful  fhe,  a  Pagan  he, 
I  will  not  think,  fuch  marriage  could  be  right : 
Nor  is  it  fit,  on  fuel1  account  fliould  be, 
Leon  in  vain  thus  put  to  rifk  in  fight : 


Nor  think  I,  that  your  Emperor  e'er  will, 
On  this  account,  his  prornife  not  fulfil. 


lit. 


Canto4J.  O  R  I,  A  N 

in. 

Quel,  ch'or  mi  dite,  era  da  dirmi,  quando 
Era  inter  a  lacofa,  ne  ancor  fat-to 
jfpreghi  di  cojiei  Carlo  avea  il  bando, 
Che  qui  Leone  a  la  battaglia  ha  tratto. 
Coil  contra  Rinaldo,  e  contra  Orlando 
Amon  dicea,  per  r ampere  il  contra tto 
Fro  quei  duo  amanti ;  e  Carlo  Jlava  a  udircy 
Ne  per  run,  ne  per  I'altro  volea  dire. 

112. 

Come  ft  fenton,  fAuJlro,  o  Boreafpira, 
Per  I'alte  felve  mormorar  le  fronde  j 
O  come  foglion,  fEolo  s'adira, 
Contra  Nettuno,  al  litofremer  fondc ; 
Cost  un  rumor,  che  corre,  e  che  s'aggira, 
E  che  per  tutta  Franciafi  diffonde ; 
Di  quejlo  da  da  dire,  e  da  udir  tanto, 
CVogni  altra  cofa  e  muta  in  ogni  canto. 

Chi  par  la  per  Ruggier,  chi  per  Leone; 
Ma  lapiu  parte  e  con  Ruggier  o  in  lega, 
Son  diece,  e  piu  per  un,  che  n'abbia  Amone, 
Ulmperador  ne  qua,  nl  laftpiega, 
Afa  la  caufa  rimette  a  la  ragiont ; 
Ed  alfuo  Par  lament  o  la  delega. 
Or  v;en  Marfifa,  poi  ch'e  differito 
Lo  fponfalizio,  e  pan  novo  partita. 

114. 
E  dice  :  Conciofia  ch'ejfer  non  pojfa 
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in. 


cojlci,  Jin  che'lfratel  mio  vive  ; 
Se  Leon  la  vuol  pur,  fuo  ardire,  epoj/a 
Adopri  si,  che  lul  di  vitaprive. 
E  chi  man  da  di  lorfaltro  a  la  foffa, 
Senza  rivale  alfuo  contento  arrive. 
Tojio  Carlo  a  Leon  fa  intender  quejio  ; 
Come  anco  intender gli  aveafatto  il  rejlo, 

115. 

Leon,  che  quando  feco  il  cavalier  o 
Del  Liocorno  fia,  fitienjicuro 
Di  riportar  vjttoria  di  Ruggiero, 
Ne  gli  abbia  alcun  ajjunto  a  parer  dttro  j 
fJonjapendo,  che  F  abbia  il  dolor  fiero 
Tratto  nel  bofcofolitario,  efcuro  ; 
Ma  che,  per  tornar  tojlo,  uno,  o  due  miglia 
Sia  andato  a  fpaffb,  il  mal  partita  piglia. 

116. 

Ben  fe  ne  pente  in  breve ',  che  colui, 
Del  qual  piu  del  dover  Ji  pramettea, 
Non  contparve  queldi,  ne  gli  altri  duiy 
Chelofeguir,  nenuovafe  navea, 
E  tor  quefta  battaglia  fenza  lui 
Contra  Ruggier  ficur  non  gli  par ea. 
JWand?,  per  Jchivar  dunque  danno,  e  /corns, 
Per  travar  il  guerrier  dal  Lwurno.. 


What  now  ye  fay,  'fore  me  fhould  have  been  laid, 
When  was  entire  the  thing,  ere  for  the  fake 
Of  her  requeft,  Charles  had  the  edift  made, 
Which  Leon  caus'd,  the  combat  undertake. 
Thus  'gainft  Rinaldo,  and  Orlando  faid 
Amon,  that  thence  he  might  the  contract  break 
'Twixt  the  two  lovers :  Charles,  intent  to  hear, 
Neither  for  one  or  t'other  would  declare. 

112. 

As  heard,  when  fouth  or  northern  breezes  blow, 
The  murm'ring  leaves  the  lofty  forefl  o'er, 
Or  as,  when  ^Eolus  his  rage  does  fhow 
'Gainfl  Neptune,  foam  the  billows  on  the  fhore ; 
So  ran  a  rumour,  and  around  did  go, 
Diifufed,  which  thro'  France  intirely  bore : 
Of  this  was  fpoke,  of  this  fo  much  they  hear, 
Of  all  things  elfe  was  filence  ev'ry  where. 

JI3- 

Some  fpeak  for  Leon,  and  fome  for  Ruggier; 
But  thefar  greater  part  with  Ruggier  join'd, 
For  one  that  Amon  has,  full  ten  there  were : 
The  Emperor  this  way,  nor  that  inclin'd ; 
But  unto  reafon  does  the  caufe  refer, 
And  delegates  t'his  parliament  his  mind. 
Now  comes  Marphifa,  feeing  that  delay'd 
The  nuptials  are,  and  new  propofal  made. 

114. 

And  faid,  As  matters  are,  (he  cannot  be 
That  other  perfon's,  while  my  brother  live, 
If  Leon  will,  his  ftrength  and  bravery 
Let  him  employ,  and  him  of  life  deprive : 
And  he,  that  fends  to  th'  grave  his  enemy, 
Without  a  rival,  to  his  wifh  arrive : 
Charles  foon  to  Leon  caus'd  this  to  be  known, 
As  he  before  to  him  the  reft  had  fhown. 

115. 

Leon,  who,  when  with  him  the  cavalier 
O'th'  unicorn  (hould  be,  held  himfelf  fure 
The  victory  to  carry  from  Ruggier, 
Nor  any  taflc  would  feem  hard  to  endure, 
Not  knowing,  that,  he  by  hi?  grief  fevere 
Was  drawn  to  th'  folitary  wood  obfcure, 
But  that,  foon  to  return,  a  mile  or  two, 
H"ad  ta'en  a  walk,  this  ill  emprize  took  to. 

1 1 6. 

Soon  after  he  did  much  repentance  (how, 
That  he,  from  whom  was  promis'd  more  than  L 
That  day  appear'd  not,  nor  the  folTwing  two, 
Nor  news  of  him  had  he  difcover'd  aught : 
And  without  him,  this  fight  to  undergo 
Againft  Ruggier,  far  from  fecnre,  he  thought : 
He  therefore  fent,  evil  to  fhift  and  fcorn, 
"To  find  the  warrior  out  o'th'  uniccra. 
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117, 


Per  cittadi  mando,  ville,  e  cajiella 
D'appreJ/b,  e  da  Ionian  per  ritrovarlo ; 
Ne  content  o  di  quejlo,  monto  in  fella 
Egli  in  perfona,  e  fipofe  a  cer carlo, 
jfrfa  non  navrebbe  avuto  gia  novella, 
2^e  I'avria  avuta  uomo  di  quei  di  Cork ; 
Se  non  era  Meliffa,  chefe,  quanta 
Miferbo  a  farui  udir  ne  I'altro  canto. 


117. 


He  feat  about  by  caftle,  city,  town, 

To  find  him  out  again,  both  far  and  near : 

Nor  fo  content,  his  faddle  he  got  on, 

And  him  to  feek  in  perfon  did  prepare ; 

But  news  of  him  he  never  would  have  known, 

Nor  aught  of  him  would  Charles's  people  hear, 

Had  not  Melifs  perform'd  fuch  aftions  great, 

As  I  referve,  next  canto  to  relate.  S. 


CANTO     XLVI. 


/I  R,  fe  mi  mojlra  la  mia  carta  il  vero, 
^  Non  e  lontano  a  difcoprir/t  il  par  to ; 
Si  che  net  lito  i  voti  Jcioglier  jpero 
A  cbi  nel  mar  per  tanta  via  m' ha  far  to ; 
Ove,  o  di  non  tornar  col  legno  intero 
O  d' error  fempre,  ebbi  gia  il  vifo  fmorto. 
Ma  mi  par  di  veder — ma  veggo  certo, 
Veggo  la  terra — veggo  il  lito  aperto, 

2. 

Sentff  venir  per  allegrezza  nn  tuono, 
Che  fremer  Varia,  e  rimbombar  fa  fonde. 
Odo  difquille,  odo  di  trombe  unfuono, 
Che  ralto  popolar  grido  confonae. 
Or  comincio  a  difcernere  chi  fono 
Quefti,  ch'empion  del  par  to  ambe  le  fponde. 
far,  che  tutti  s'allegrino,  cb'io  Jia 
Venuto  a  Jin  di  cost  lunga  via. 

O  di  che  belle,  e  fagge  donne  veggio, 

O  di  che  cavalier  i  il  lito  adorno, 

O  di  ch'amici,  a  chi  in  eterno  deggio, 

Per  la  letizia  ch'han  del  mio  ritorno. 

Mamma,  e  Ginevra,  e  I' alt  re  da  Correggio 

Veggo  del  molo  in  sit  Fejlremo  cor  no: 

Veronica  da  Gambara  e  con  loro, 

Si  grata  a  Febo,  e  alfanto  Aonio  cars. 

Veggo  un'altra  Ginevra,  pur'ufcita 
Del  medefimo  fangue,  e  Giulia  feco ; 
Veggo  Ippolita  Sforza,  e  la  nodrita 
Damigella  Trivulzia  al  facro  fpeco  ; 
Veggo  tet  Emilia  pia,  te,  A'largherita , 
Cft  Angela  Borgia,  e  Graziofa  hai  tecot 
Con  Ricciarda  da  Ejie,  ecco  le  belle 
Bianco,  e  Diana,  e  1'altre  lor  firefle. 


TF  my  chart  true  defcription  gives  me  now, 

•*•  The  haven  will,  in  diftance  fmall,  be  fpy'd, 

So  that  I  hope  on  ihore  to  pay  my  vow 

To  him,  who,  fuch  great  tract,  has  been  my  guide ; 

Where,  or  to  ne'er  return  with  unwreck'd  prow, 

Or  ever  wander,  I  was  terrify'd. 

But  now  I  feem  to  fee : — I  fee — that's  more : — 

I  fee  the  land ; — I  fee  the  open  fhore. 

2. 

A  thunder -clap  of  joy  is  to  me  bore, 
That  (hakes  the  air,  and  makes  the  waves  refound  ; 
I  hear  the  bells,  I  hear  the  trumpets  roar, 
Which  the  loud  fhouts  o'th'  populace  confound  : 
Now  I  begin,  who  thefe  are,  to  explore, 
Who  of  the  haven  both  the  banks  furround  : 
It  feems,  that  all  their  chearfulnefs  difplay, 
That  to  an  end  I'm  come  of  fuch  long  way. 

O  what  bright,  fage,  and  lo%-ely  nymphs  I  fee, 

0  what  brave  cavaliers  the  fliore  adorn ! 
What  friends !  to  whom  I'm  bound  eternally 
For  the  delight  they  have  of  my  return  : 
Mamma,  Geneure,  many'  a  Correggian  (he 

1  fpy  upon  the  mole's  extremeft  horn  : 
With  them  is  Veronic  of  Gambera, 

Of  whom  Apollo  and  the  Mufes  love  the  lay. 

4- 

Another  fair  Geneura  greets  my  fight. 
Who  iflu'd  alfo  from  the  felf-fame  blood ; 
I  Julia  too  efpy,  and  Hippolite 
Sforza,  Trivulfia,  bred  i'th'  facred  wood ; 
Angela  Borgia,  with  you  Margherite, 
And  Gratiofa,  and  Emilia  good, 
Richiarda  too  of  Efte  ;  fee  the  fair 
Bianca,  Diana,  and  their  other  filters  dear. 
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Ecco  la  bclla,  ma  piu  faggia,  e  onef.a, 
Barbara  Turca,  e  la  compagna  e  Laura, 
Nan  vede  il  fol  di  piu  bonta  di  queJJa 
Coppia,  da  I  Indo  a  Fejlrema  onda  Alaura^ 
Ecco  G;>ievra,  che  la  Malatejla 
Cafa,  ccl  fuo  valor  Ji  ingemma,  e  inaura  -t 
Che  mat  Palagl  Imperially  o  Regi 
Non  ebbon  piu  onorati,  e  degni  jregi : 

6. 

S'a  quella  etadc  ella  in  Ar'imina  era, 
ghtands  fuperbo  de  la  Gallia  dwa 
Cefar  fu  in  dubbio,  Goitre  a  la  riviera 
Dovea  pajjanda  inimicarfi  Roma ; 
Credero,  che  piegata  ogni  handler  a, 
E  feana  di  trcfei  la  ricca  foma, 
Tolto  avria  leggi,  e  patti  a  voglia  d'cjja  j 
Neforfe  mai  la  liber  fade  oppreffa. 

7' 

Del  mio  Signir  di  Bozolo  la  moglic, 
La  madre,  le  firtxchie,  e  le  cuginet 
E  le  Torelle^  con.le  Bentivogliet 
E  le  PifcoKte,  e  le  Pallavigine. 
Ecco  chi  a  quant  e  oggine  foxi,  toglie, 
E  a  quante,  o  Greche,  o  Barlare,  o  Latitte 
Ne  furm  mai,  di  cvi  la  fama  s'cdat 
J)i  grazia^  e  di  belth  la  prima  loda ; 

8. 

Giulia  Gonzags,  cbe  dovunque  il  piede 
Volge,  dov'unque  i  fereni  occbigira, 
Non  pur  ogn'altra  di  belta  le  cede. 
Ma,  come  fcefa  dal  del  Dea,  Fammira  : 
La  cognata  e  con  lei,  che  di  fua  fede 
Non  mofle  mai,  percbe  favejje  in  ira 
Fortuna,  chelefe  lungocantrajlo. 
Ecco  Anna  d?  Arragon^  luce  del  Vajlo. 

9- 

Anna  bella,  gentil,  cortefe,  e  faggia, 
Di  cajiita,  di  fede,  e  d'amortempio. 
La  forella  e  con  7<r/,  ch'ove  ne  irraggia 
L'alta  belta \  ne  pate  ogn'altra  fempio. 
Ecco  chi  tolto  ha  da  la  fcura  fpiaggia 
Di  Stige,  e  fa  con  non  piu  vijlo  efempio, 
Mai  gr  ado  de  le  Par  che  ^  e  .de  la  merte 
Splender  nel  cieH'invittofuo  conferte. 

ro. 

Le  Ferrarefi  mie  qui  fono,  e  quelle 
De  la  corte  d'Urbiw,  e  riconofco 
Quel'e  di  Mantua,  e  quante  donne  belle 
'Ha  Lombardia,  quante  il  paefe  Tofco. 
il  cavalier,  che  tra  lor  viene,  e  ch'elle 
Onaran  si,  s'io  non  ho  Toccbio  Icfca 
Da  la  luce  ojfufcato  debei  volti, 
E'lgranlume  Aretin,  I'Unico  Auolti, 
VOL.  II. 


Behold  the  fair,  but  more  the  chafte  and  -wife 

Barbara  Turc,  Laura  in  company : 

The  fun,  than  of  thefe  two,  no-\vhcre  cfp'-s 

More  goodnefs,  from  the  one  tc  t'other  ica  : 

Behold  Geneure,  who  uith  excdlencies 

Adorns  the  Malatefb  family, 

That  no  imperial  houfe  fuch  worth  can  fnow, 

As  that  hnmenfe,  fhe  does  on  her's  beftow: 

6. 

Had  /he,  in  Rimini,  in  that  age,  (hone, 
When,  with  his  Gallic  viftories  elate, 
Csefar  ftood  doubtful,  o'er  the  Rubicon, 
If  he  fhould  go  t'incur  the  Roman's  hate, 
No  more,  I  think,  his  banners  would  have  flown. 
No  more  been  train'd  his  trophies  pompous  weight ; 
But  to  her  laws  had  been  fubmiffive  he, 
Nor  haply  e'er  had  injur'd  liberty. 

7- 

The  confort  of  my  Lord  of  Bozolo, 
Mother,  and  fitters,  and  their  beauteous  ' 
They  of  Torrel,  and  Bentivoglio, 
And  the  Vifconti,  and  Pallavigine : 
See  how  all  thefe  whom  I  to  Jay  do  ihow, 
Grecian,  Barbarian,  Roman,  beauties  fine 
That  ever  were,  of  whom  the  fame  is  heard, 
For  grace  and  beauty  above  all  rever'd, 

8. 

Yield  to  Gonzaga  Julia,  who  where'er 
She  fets  her  foot,  or  turns  her  pleafing  eyes, 
Not  only  ev'ry  beauty  cedes  to  her, 
But  thinks  her  of  the  heav'nly  deities : 
With  her  her  fitter,  who  did  ftill  adhere 
Firm  to  her  faith,  tho'  whelm'd  with  injuries 
Of  Fortune,  who  long  to  her  bore  fuch  fpite ! 
See  Ann  of  Arragon,  of  Vafto  light ; 

9- 

Anna  the  fair,  the  courteous,  fage,  genteel, 

Temple  of  faith,  of  chafKty,  and  love ; 

With  her  her  fifter ;  does  (he  e'er  reveal 

Her  beauty's  ray,  eclips'd  all  others  prove: 

See,  (he  from  forth  the  darkfome  Stygian  vale 

Takes,  and  thro'  paths,  untrod  before,  does  move, 

Spite  of  the  Parcae,  fpite  of  death  fevere, 

To  place  her  matchiefs  fpoufe  i'th'  heav'nly  fphere : 

10. 

My  dearefl  Ferrarefe  are  here,  and  they 
Of  Urbin's  court,  and  thofe  again  I  know 
Of  Mantua,  and  all  the  Ladies  gay 
That  Lombard}'  and  Tufcany  can  (how ;  fj>*y 

The  knight,  who  'mongft  them  comes,  to  whom  they 
Such  honours,  if  lam  not  dazzled  fo 
By  their  bright  eyes,  as  fcarce  to  have  my  fight, 
Is  Unico  Accolti,  Arezzo's  raft  light. 
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Benedetto  ilnipote,  ecco  la  veggio, 
C'ha  purpureo  il  cappel,  purpureo  il  manto, 
Col  Cardinal  di  Mantua,  e  col  Campeggio  j 
Gloria ,  e  fplendor  del  Conciftorio  fanto. 
E  ciajcun  d'ej/i  noto,  o  cb'io  vaneggio, 
Al  vifo,  e  a  i  gefti,  rallegrarfi  tanto 
Del  mio  ritorno,  che  non  fad  I  parmi, 
Ch'io  pojffa  mai  di  tanto  obbligo  trarmi. 

12. 

Con  lor  Lattanzio,  e  Claudia  Tolomei, 
E  Paulo  Panja,  e'l  DreJ/ino,  e  Latino 
Juvenal parmi,  e  i  Catallupi  miei, 
E'ISaJJo,  e'l  Molza,  e  Florian  Montino; 
E  quel,  che  per  guidarci  a  i  rivi  Afcrei 
Mojlra  piano,  e  piu  breve  altro  cammino, 
Giulio  Camilla-,  e  par,  ch'anche  io  ci  fcerna 
Marc1  Antonio  Flaminio,  il  Sanga,  e  I  Berna. 

I3- 

Ecco  Aleffandro,  il  mio  Signer,  Farnefe  ; 
O  dotta  cotnpagnia,  che  few  mena : 
Fedro,  Capelia,  Porzie,  il  Bolognefe 
Fiiippo,  il  Volterrano,  il  Maddalena, 
Blojio,  Pierio,  HVidaCremonefe 
tyxita  facondia  inefficabil  vena , 
Eaafcari,  e  Mujjuro,  e  N wager  o, 
E  Andrea  Marone,  e'l  Monaco  Severe. 

14. 

Ecco  altri  duo  AleJJandri  in  quel  drappello\ 
Da  gli  Orologi  fun,  V altro  il  Guarint. 
Ecco  Mario  tfOlvito,  ecco  ilflagello 
De'Principi,  il  Divin  Pieiro  dretino. 
Duo  Giro  la  mi  veggo ;  I'uno  e  quello 
Di  Veritade,  e  I 'altro  il  Cittadino. 
Veggo  UMainardo,  eveggio  il  Leonicen9y 
11  Panizzato,  e  Celio,  e  il  Teocreno, 

15; 

^ua  Bernardo  Capel,  la  Veggo  Pietro 
Bimbo,  che'l  puro,  e  doke  idioma  nojlro, 
Levatofuor  del  volgareufo  tetro, 
^uaYejJer-dee,  ci  ha  col  Tuo  ffempio  mflro. 
Guafpar'Obizi  e  quel,  che  gli  vien  dietro, 
Ctiammira,  e  ojj'erva  il  s}  benfpefo  inchiof.ro, 
Jo  veggo  il  Fracajtoro,  il  Bevazzano, 
Trifon  Gabriele,  e  il  TaJ/o  piu  lontano. 

1 6. 

Veggo  Niccolo  Tiepoli,  e  con  (JJb 
Niccolo  Amanio,  in  me  ajfijjar  le  eiglia  } 
Anton  Fulgofo,  ch'a  vedermi  apprejjo 
Al  lito,  mojlra  gaudio,  e  maravigtia. 
II  mio  Valeria  e  quel,  che  la  s'e  mejfo 
Fuor  de  le  Donne,  e  forfe  ft  conftglia 
Col  .Barignan,  c'hafeco,  come  offefo 
Sempre  da  hr,  non  nefiafemprt  accefo* 


See,  Benedict  the  nephew  I  furvey, 
Who  wears  a  purple  hat,  a  purple  cloak, 
Campeggio,  and  th'  Card'nal  of  Mantua, 
Glory  and  fplendor  of  the  holy  flock  ; 
Of  each  of  thefe,  unlefs  I'm  led  aftray, 
Such  joy  appears  in  gefture,  and  in  look 
For  my  return,  it  will  not  eafy  be 
I  from  fuch  obligations  myfelf  can  free. 

12. 

With  them  Laftantius,  Claudio  Ptolemy, 
And  Paulo  Panfa,  Triffino,  Latin, 
My  Catalupes,  and  Juvenal,  I  fee, 
And  Saflb,  Molza,  and  Florian  Montin  ; 
And  he,  to  th'  brook  Afcrean  guide  to  be, 
Who  ftiow'd  us  beft  and  Ihorteft  way  t'incline, 
Julio  Camillo  ;  and  I  there  difcern 
Mark  Anthony  Flaminio,  -Sanga,  Bern. 

See,  my  Lord,  Alexander  the  Farnefe  ; 

0  the  learn'd  troop,  which  he  does  with  him  train, 
Phedro,  Capelia,  Portio,  Bolognefe 

Philip,  Maddalena,  Volterran, 
Blofio,  Pierius,  Vida  Cremonefe, 
Of  eloquence  an  unexhaufted  vein ; 
Lafcari,  Mufluro,  and  Navagere, 
Andrew  Maron,  and  Monaco  fevere. 

14. 

Two  Alexanders  from  the  group  emerge, 
One  of  the  Orologi,  one  Guarine ; 
See  Mario  D'Olvito  ;  fee  the  fcourge 
Of  Princes,  divine  Peter  Aret ine : 
Two  Jerom's  I  furvey,  one  did  aflurge 
From  Veritade,  t'other's  a  Cittadine  j 

1  fee  Mainardo,  and  Leonicene, 
With  Panizzato,  Celio,  Teocrene. 

There  Bernard  Capel,  Peter  Bembo  I 

See  there  who  our  fweet  pureft  diction 

Has  rais'd  from  out  its  vulgar  durity, 

What  it  fhould-be,  by  his  example  fliown ; 

Gafpar  Obizi  follows,  and  does  eye 

Ink  fo  well  fpent  with  admiration. 

I  Fracaftorio  fee,  and  Bevazan, 

Triphon  Gabriel,  Taflb,  who  diftant  does  remain, 

1 6. 

I  too  obferveNicoloTiepoli, 
And  Nicolo  Amanio,  on  me  fix  their  eyes, 
And  Antony  Fulgofo,  me  to  fee 
So  near  the  fliore,  Ihows  gladnefs,  and  furprize  : 
That's  my  Valerius,  who,  in  privacy, 
Creeps  from  the  Ladies,  may  perhaps  advife 
With  Barignan,  therewith  him,  how  by  them  [dream. 
Still  fcoft'd,  he  may  aotftillconfume  with  th'am'rous 
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Veggo  fublimi,  e  foprumani  Ingegnl 
Difangue,  e  a" amor  giunti,  i!  Pico,  e  il  Pia. 
Colui,  che  con  lor  viene,  e  da' piu  degni 
Ha  tanto  onor,  mat  piu  non  conobb'io  j 
Ma  fe  me  ne  fur  dati  veri  fegni, 
E  Puoni,  cbe  di  veder  tanto  defio, 
Giacobo  Sannazar,  ch'a  le  Cament 
Lafciar  fa  i  monti,  ed  abitar  Vartnt. 

18. 

Ecc o  il  dotto,  Ilfedele,  il  diligente 
Secretario  Pijlofilo,  ch'in/ie/ne 
Con  gt  Acciaivoli,  e  con  V  Angiar  miofente 
Piacer,  che  piu  del  mar  per  me  non  temt. 
Annibal  Malaguzzo  il  mio  parente 
Veggo,  con  T  Adoardo,  cbe  gran  fpcme 
Mi  da,  ch'ancor  del  mio  nativo  nido 
Udirfara  da  Calpe  a  gflndi  il  grido. 

19. 

Fa  Vittor  Faujio,  fa  il  Tancredi  fejl* 
Di  rivedermi,  e  la  fanno  altri  cento. 
Veggo  le  Donne,  e  gli  uontini  di  quefla 
Mia  ritornata  ognun  parer  contents. 
Dunque  a  fimr  la  breve  via,  che  rtjla, 
Nonfia  piu  indugio,  or  c'bo  propizio  il  vento ; 
E  torniamo  a  Meliffa,  e  con  che  aita 
Salve,  diciamo,  al  buon  Ruggier  la  vita. 

20. 

£>uejla  MeliJJa,  tome  fo,  chedetto 
V'ho  molte  volte,  aveafsmmo  dejire, 
Che  Bradamante  con  Ruggier  dijlretto 
Nodo  s'ave/e  in  matrimonio  a  unire ; 
E  d'ambi  il  bene,  e  il  male  avea  si  a  petto, 
Che  d'ora  in  or  a  ne  voleaf entire. 
Per  quejlo  fpirti  aveafempre  per  via, 
Cbe,  quando  andava  I'un,  I'altro  venia. 

21. 

Inpreda  del  dolor  tenace,  e  forte 
Ruggier  tra  le  of  cure  ombre  vide  pojlo  ; 
llqualdi  non  gujlar  d'alcuna  forte 
Mai  piu  vivanda,  fermo  era,  e  difpoflo  ? 
E  col  digiunfe  vaha  dar  la  morte  : 
Ma  fu  I'aiuto  di  MeliJJa  tojlo ; 
Cbe,  delfuo  albergo  ufcita,  la  via  tenne, 
Ove  in  Leone  ad  incontrarft  venne. 

22. 

11  qual  mandate  Tuno  a  I'altro  apprejjo 
Sua  gente  avea  per  tutti  i  luoghi  intorno ; 
E  pofcia  era  in  perfona  andafo  anch'ejfo 
Per  trovare  il  guerrier  dal  liocorno. 
Lafaggia  incantatrice,  la  qualmejjb 
Freno,  e  fella  a  uno  fpirto  avea  quelgisrno, 
E  Fawafotto  in  forma  di  ronzino, 
Trovo  quejlo  figliueldi  Coftantino. 


Pico  and  Pio,  of  one  heart  and  race, 
Wits  fublime,  heav'nly,  themfelves  to  me  fhow  : 
Him,  who  comes  with  them,  who  fuch  honours  has, 
'Midft  the  moft  worthy,  I  don't  clearly  know, 
But  if  each  fignal  I  receiv'd,  true  was, 
He  is  the  man,  for  whom  I've  wifhed  fo 
To  fee,  James  Sannazaro,  who  conftrain'd 
TheMufes  leave  the  hills,  and  dwell  upon  the  flrand. 

18. 

There  is  th'  induftrious,  faithful,  erudite, 
Piftofilo  the  Secretary,  he, 
And  th'Acciaivoli  and  Angiar  delight, 
That  they  for  me  no  more  need  dread  the  fea. 
Annibal  Malaguzzo's  in  my  fight, 
My  kin,  with  Adoard,  who  great  hope  gives  me, 
That,  of  the  place  of  iny  nativity, 
He'll  make,  fromlnd  to  Calpe,  heard  the  cry. 

19. 

Tancred  rejoices  to  fee  me  again, 
And  Viftor  Fauftus,  hundreds  more,  me  hail : 
Men,  women,  afl,  I  fee,  joy  entertain, 
And  feem  well  pleas'd  with  my  returning  fail : 
Then  the  fhort  way  to  end,  which  does  remain, 
Let's  not  delay,  as  I've  a  profp'rous  gale, 
But  turn  we  to  Melifs,  and  with  what  aid, 
She  fav'd  brave  Ruggier's  life,  by  us  be  faid. 

20. 

This  fame  Melifs,  of  whom,  I  know,  I've  fpoke 
To  you  a  many  times,  did  much  defign, 
Ruggier  with  Bradamante,  in  the  yoak 
So  ftridr,  of  matrimony,  to  conjoin : 
And  both  their  good  and  ill  to  heart  fo  took, 
Ceafelefs  to  hear  of  them  fhe  did  incline  j 
For  this,  fhe  ever  fpirits  fent  about, 
That  one  return'd,  as  other  flill  went  our. 

21. 

A  prey  to  forrow  violent,  and  vaft 
She  finds  Ruggier,  'mongft  the  fhades  dreary  lay'd ; 
Who,  ne'er  more  any  fort  of  food  to  tafle 
Again,  had  ftrongeft  refolution  made  ; 
And  death  would  give  himfelf,  by  dint  of  faft ; 
But  foon  MelifTa  to  him  gave  her  aid, 
Who  took  her  way,  now  ifluing  from  her  feat, 
Where  coming  forward  fhe  did  Leon  meet. 

22. 

Who  many,  one  after  another,  fent 
His  people,  all  around,  by  ev'ry  way, 
And  afterwards  himfelf  in  perfon  went, 
This  Knight  o'th'  Unicorn  that  find  they  may. 
The  forc'refs  wife,  who  put,  with  that  intent, 
Bridle  and  faddle  on  a  fpright  that  day, 
And  him,  in  form  of  palfrey,  rode  upon, 
This  perfon  finds,  of  Confhntine  the  fon. 
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23- 


Se  deTanimo  e  talla  nobiltate, 
Qualfuor,  Signer,  difi'ella,  il  vifo  mcjlra ; 
Se  la  cortefta  dentro,  e  la  bontate 
Ben  corrifponde  a  la  prefenza  vojlra  ; 

fwlche  conforto,  qualche  aiuto  dale 
miglior  cavalier  de  I' eta  nojira  ; 
Che-,  i aiuto  non  ha  tojlo,  e  conforto, 
Non  e  molto  lontano  a  rejiar  morto. 

24. 

//  miglior  cavalier,  cbe  fpada  a  late, 
Efcudoin  braccio  tnai  portajfe,  o  porti ; 
II  piu  bello,  e  genii  I,  ch'almondojtato 
JMai  fia  di  quant i  ne  fan  vivi,  o  ?norti; 
Sol  per  un'alta  cortejia,  c'ba  ufato, 
Sta  per  mor/r,  fe  non  ha  cbi'l  conforti. 
Per  Dio,  Signor,  venite,  e  fate  pr ova 
S'a  lo  fuofcampo  alcun  configlio  giova. 

25. 

Ne  fanimo  a  Leon  fubito  cade, 
Che'' I  cavalier,  di  cbi  cojhi  ragiona, 
Sia  qitel,  che  per  trovar  fa  le  contrade 
Cercare  intorno,  e  cerca  egli  in  perfona  ; 
Si  cb'a  lei  dietro,  cbe  gli  perfuade 
Si  pietofa  opra,  in  melta  fretta  fprona  ; 
La  qual  lo  trajje  (e  non  fer  gran  cammino] 
Ove  a  la  morte  era  Ruggier  vicino. 

26. 

Lo  ritrovar,  chefenza  cibojlato, 
Era  ire  giorni,  e  in  modo  lajjb,  e  vinto, 
Ch'in  pie  a  fatica  fi  faria  levato 
Per  r icader,  fe  ben  non  foffe  f pinto. 
Giacea  dijlefo  in  terra  tutto  armato, 
Can  lebno  in  tejla,  e  de  la  fpada  cinto-, 
E  guancialde  lofcudo  s'aveafatto, 
In  cbe' I  bianco  liocorno  era  ritratto. 

27. 

i  penfando,  quanta  ingiuria  egli  abbia 
atto  a  la  donna,  e  quanto  ingrato,  e  quanta 
Jfconofcente  le  fiajiato,  arrabbia, 
Non  pur  f:duole,  e  fe  n'affiigge  tanto^ 
Chejimorde  le  man,  morde  le  labbiay 
Sparge  le  guance  di  continue  pianto ; 
E  per  la  fantajia,  cbe  v'ba  sifj/a, 
Ne  Leon  venir  fente,  ne  MeUJja. 

28. 

Ne  per  quejlo  interromps  ilftto  lamenio^ 
Ni:  cejjano  i  fofpir,  ne  it  pianto  cejj'a. 
Leonjiferma,  efta  ad  udire  intento  ; 
Poi  ftr.onta  del  cavalle,  e  fe  gli  apprejja. 
Amore  ejjer  cagion  di  quet  tormento, 
Conofce  ben ;  ma  la  perfona  ej'prejja 
Non  gli  e,  per  cuifojlien  tanto  martire ; 
Ctfanco  Rvggier  non  glie  I"  ha  fat  to  udire. 


If  in  your  foul  is  fuch  nobility, 
As  you,  without,  Sir,  faid  fhe,  ftiow  to  fight ; 
If  that  your  inward  goodnefs,  courtefy, 
Be  correfpondent  to  your  prefence  bright; 
Some  comfort  yield,  alafs  !  fome  aid  fupply, 
Of  this  our  age  to  the  compleateft  knight, 
Who,  if  he  comfort  has  not  foon,  and  aid, 
Is  at  fmall  diftance  now  from  being  dead. 

24. 

The  beft  of  knights,  that  ever  fword  had  on, 
And  on  his  arm  that  fhield  e'er  carried, 
The  moft  genteel,  moft  fine,  the  world  has  fhown, 
Of  all  that  now  are  living,  or  are  dead, 
For  a  high  courtefy  perform'd  alone, 
Now  dies,  unlefs  by  fome  one  comforted : 
My  Lord,  for  God's  fake,  come,  be  trial  made, 
If  any  counfel  his  efcape  can  aid. 

25- 

It  fuddenly  came  into  Leon's  mind, 
This  knight,  of  whom  her  converfation  pafs'd, 
Might  him  be,  whom,  the  country  o'er,  to  find, 
He  caus'd  to  feek,  and  fought  himfelf  at  laft : 
So,  after  her,  as  him  to  this  inclin'd 
Such  pious  work,  fpurs  on  in  mighty  hafte, 
Who  led  him  on,  nor  far  they  travelled, 
To  the  place,  where  Ruggier  was  almoft  dead. 

26. 

Him  they  found  out,  where  he  no  food  had  ta'en 
Three  days,  in  manner  feeble  and  difmay'd, 
That,  rifen  up,  he'd  ftand  on  foot  with  pain, 
Ready  to  fall,  without  pufh  'gainfl  him  made : 
Compleatly  arm'd  he  ftretch'd  on  earth  was  lain,. 
His  helmet  on  his  head,  girt  with  his  blade, 
And  he  had  made  a  pillow  of  his  (hield, 
With  a  white  unicorn  was  charg'd  the  field. 

27* 

There,  thinking  what  vile  injury  h"ad  done 
Unto  the  lady,  and  how  much  ingrate, 
He  rag'd,  how  treacherous  to  her  h"ad  fhown, 
Nor  only  grieves,  laments  at  fuch  a  rate, 
But  hands  and  lips  he  bites  in  fuch  his  moan, 
Bedews  his  cheeks  with  tears,  that  ne'er  abate  t 
And  in  his  mind  fuch  fix'd  reflections  were, 
He  Leon  and  Melifs  perceiv'd  not  there. 

28. 

Nor  therefore  his  lamenting  he  retrains, 
Nor  ceas'd  his  weeping,  nor  forbore  to  figh  r- 
Leon  now  flops,  intent  to  hear  remains, 
Then  he  difrnounts,  and  him  approaches  nigh : 
That  love  was  the  occafion  of  thefe  pains, 
Well  knows ;  but  of  the  perfon  certainty 
Had  not,  for  whom  fuch  torment  he  did  bear : 
For  Ruggier  this  had  never  let  him  hear. 
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Piu  innanzi,  e  poi  piu  innanzi  i  paflimuta, 
Tanto  cbefe  gliaccojla  afaccia  a  fate  i  a  j 
E  con  f rater  no  ajfetto  lofaluta, 
E  fe  gli  china  a  lato,  e  al  collo  abbraccia. 
Jo  non  fo,  quanta  ben  quejla  venuta 
Di  Leon' irnprovifa  a  Ruggier  piaccia  j 
Che  teme,  che  lo  turbi,  e  gli  dia  noia, 
E  fe  gli  voglia  oppor,  perche  non  moia, 

30. 

Leon  con  le  piu  dolci,  epiufoavi 
Parole,  che  fa  dir,  con  quelpiu  amore, 
Che  puj  mojirar,  gli  dice?  Non  ti  gravi 
D'aprirrni  la  cagion  del  tuo  dolor  e; 
Che  pochi  mali  al  mondo  fan  si  pravi, 
Che  I'uomo  trar  non  fe  ne  pojfa  fuore, 
Se  la  cagion  Ji  fa  ;  ne  debbe  privo 
Difperanza  ejfer  mai,  Jin  the  fia  vivo. 

31- 

Ben  mi  duol,  che  celar  t'abbi  valuta 
Dame,  che  fat,  s'io  ti  fan  vero  amico  ; 
Non  fol  dappoi,  ch'io  tifon  11  tenuto, 
Che  mai  dal  nodo  tuo  non  mi  dijirico  ; 
Ma  fin'allora,  ch'avrei  caufa  avuta 
D' ejj'erti  fernpre  capital  nirnico  ; 
E  del  fperar,  ch'io  fea  per  darti  aita 
Con  raver,  con  gli  amid,  e  con  la  vita. 

32'. 

Di  meco  confer ir  non  ti  nncrefca 
II  tuo  dolor  e  j  e  lafciami  far  prova^ 
Seforza,  fe  lufmga,  accii  tu  n'efca, 
Se  gran  tefor,  s'arte,  s'ajiuxia  giova. 
Poi,  quando  I'opra  mia  non  ti  riefca, 
La  morte  fta,  ctial  fin  ti  ne  rimcva: 
jlfa  non  voter  venir  prima  a  quefiattQy 
Vhecio,  cheftpuofar,  non abbi fatta. 

E  feguito  con  si  ejficaci  preghi, 
E  con  parlar  «  umano,  e  si  benigno, 
Che  non  puo  far  Ruggier,  che  nonji  pieghi, 
Che  ne  di  ferro  ha  il  cor,  ne  di  macigno, 
E  vede,  quando  la  rifpofla  neghi, 
Che  fara  difcortefe  atto,  e  maligno, 
Rifponde;  ma  due  volte,  o  tres' incocca 
Prima  il  parlar,  ch'ufcir  voglia  di  bocca. 

34- 

Signer  mio,  diffe  alfin,  quando  faprai 
Colui  ch'io  fan,  che  fan  per  dirt  el' or  a, 
Ali  rendi  certo,  che  di  me  farai 
Non  men  contento,  e  forfe  piu,  ch'io  mora. 
Sappi,  ch'io  fon  colui,  che  si  in  odio  hai; 
lofon  Ruggier,  ch'ebbi  te  in  odio  ancora  3 
E  che  con  intension  di  porti  a  morte, 
Giafon  piu  giorni,  ujci  di  quejia  torte, 


2p. 

•More  near,  and  yet  more  near,  his  fteps  did  move, 
So  that  he  then  accofts  him  face  to  face, 
And  now  falutes  him,  with  fraternal  love 
Bends  to  his  fide,  and  does  his  neck  embrace : 
I  know  not,  how  this  coming  well  might  prove 
Of  Leon  unforefeen,  Ruggier  to  pleafe, 
Who  fear'd,  he'd  him  diiturb,  and  caufe  him  woes, 
As,  'gainft  his  death,  his  will  he  would  oppofe. 

Leon,  with  words  benignant,  the  moft  kind 

That  he  could  fpeak,  which  greateft  love  could  fliow, 

Said  to  him,  Let  it  not  afflict  your  mind, 

To  me  the  caufe  to  open  of  your  woe : 

For  in  this  world  few  ills  fo  fad  we  find, 

That  man  cannot  be  able  to  forego, 

The  caufe  once  known :  nor  fhould  we  e'er  deprive 

Ourfelves  of  hope,  while  we  remain  alive. 

Ji- 
lt grieves  me  much,  you're  to  conceal  inclin'd 
From  me,  who  am  your  friend  fincere,  you  know; 
Not  only  fince  to  you  I  have  been  join'd 
By  knot  fo  ftrong,  that  nought  can  e'er  undo  j 
•But  even  then,  when  I  did  reafon  find, 
Ever  to  be  your  moil  invet'rate  foe; 
You  ought  to  hope,  that  I  fliould  give  you  aid 
With  fortune,  friends,  or  even  life  down  laid. 

32- 

You,  to  confer  with  me,  let  it  not  grieve, 
About  your  woes :  let  proof  by  me  be  made, 
If  force,  if  foothing,  you  thence  to  relieve, 
If  treafure  vaft,  art.  cunning,  can  give  aid: 
When,  from  my  care,  you  can  no  good  receive, 
By  death  at  laft  be  from  them  then  convey'd ; 
But  wifh  not,  firlt,  your  fate  to  hurry  on, 
Till  all,  which  can  be  thought  and  try'd,  be  done, 

And,  with  pray'rs  efficacious,  fo  perfu'd, 
And  with  fpeech  fo  humane,  and  fo  benign, 
That  Ruggier  could  not  fail  but  be  fubdu'd, 
Who  had  not  heart,  where  fteel  and  ftone  conjoin, 
And  faw,  an  anfwer  if  refufe  he  fhou'd, 
'Twould  be  an  aft  difcourteous  and  malign, 
Anfwers  ;  but  twice  or  thrice  his  fpeech  was  pent, 
Ere  from  his  mouth  to  go  it  would  confent. 

34- 

My  Lord,  faid  he,  at  length,  when  you  {hall  know, 
Who  'tis  I  am,  as  now  I'm  to  relate, 
I'm  certain,  you  no  lefs  content  will  (how 
Than  I,  and  more  perhaps,  I  find  my  fate : 
Know,  that  I'm  he,  whom  once  you  hated  fo, 
I  am  Ruggier,  who  held  you  too  in  hate, 
And  who,  with  an  intention  you  to  flay, 
Some  days  now  paft,  from  this  court  went  away. 

35- 
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Acm  per  te  non  mi  vedejft  tolta 
Bradamante^  fentendo  e/jer  d"  Among 
La  volontade  a  tua  favor  rivolta. 
Ma  perche  ordina  I'uorno,  e  Dio  difpont, 
Venne  il  bifogno,  ove  mife  la  molt  a 
Tua  cortefia  mutar  d  opinions  ; 
&  noa  pur  fodio,  ch'io  t'avea,  dtpo/t, 
Mafe^  ch'ejfcr  tuojempre  to  mi  difpoji. 

36- 

Tumipregafliy  nonfapendo,  ch'io 
FuJJi  Ruggier,  cb1  io  ti  faceffi  avert 
La  donna ;  ch'altrettantofaria  il  mio 
Cor,  fuor  del  corpo,  o  I'anima  volere. 
Sefoddisfar  piii  tojh  al  tuo  difio, 
Gh'al  mio,  ho  valuta,  t'ho  fatto  vedere. 
Tua  fatta  e  Bradamante  j  abbila  in  pace  j 
Molto  piu,  cbe'l  mio  bene,  il  tuo  mi  piace. 

37-  . 

Piaccia  a  te  ancora,  fe  privo  di  hi 
Mi  fan,  ch'infieme  iofia  di  vita  privo ; 
Che  piii  tojio  fenz'anima  potrei, 
Chefenza  Bradamante  rejlar  vivo. 
AppreJJo  per  aver  la  tu  non  fei 
Mai  legittimamente  fin  ch'io  vivo  ; 
Che  tra  noi  fponfalizio  e  gia  contratto  ; 
Ne  duo  mariti  ella  puo  avere  a  un  tratto. 

38. 

Riman  Leon  si  pien  di  maraviglia, 
^uando  Ruggiero  ej/er  coftui  gli  e  noto ; 
Chefenza  mover  bocca.   o  batter  ciglia, 
O  mutar  pie,  come  unajlatua  I  immoto. 
Ajiatuapiu  ch'ad  uomo  s'ajffimiglia, 
Che  ne  le  chief  e  alcun  metta  per  voto. 
Ben  si  gran  cortefia  quejia  gli  pare, 
Che  non  ha  avuto,  e  nan  avra  mai  pare. 

39- 

E  conofciutol  per  Ruggier y  nonfolo 
Non  fcema  il  ben,  che  gli  voleva  pria ; 
Ma  si  I'accrefce,  che  non  men  del  duolo 
Di  Ruggiero  egli,  che  Ruggier  patia. 
Per  quejio,  e  per  tnojlrarji,  che  figliuolo 
D' Imperador  meritamente  fia, 
Non  vuol,  fe  ben  nel  rejio  a  Ruggier  cede, 
Ch'in  cortefia  gli  metta  innanzi  il  piede. 

40. 

E  dice :  Se  quel  di,  Ruggier,  ch'ojfefo 
Fu  il  campo  mio  dal  valor  tuojlupendo, 
Ancor  ch'io  t'avea  in  odio,  avejjji  intefo, 
Chetufofft  Ruggier^  come  oraintendo; 
Cost  la  tua  virtu  m'avrebbe  prefo, 
Come  fece  anco  allor  non  lo  fapenda ; 
E  cost  fpinto  dal  cor  fodio ;  e  tojio 
Qnefto  amor^  ch'io  ti  ports,  v'avria  pcjlo. 


35- 


That  from  me  ta'en,  for  you,  I  might  not  find 
My  Bradamant :  as  to  me  it  was  fhown, 
That  Amon's  will,  to  favour  you,  inciin'd : 
But  man  contrives,  God  does  difpofe  alone: 
It  became  needful,  where  much  treatment  kind 
You  fhew'd  to  me,  to  change  opinion, 
And  not  alone  my  hate  to  you  depofe  ; 
But  me,  to  be  for  ever  yours,  difpofe. 

3<S- 

Not  knowing  me  Ruggier,  you  did  intreat, 
That  you  ftiould  have  the  nymph,  I  would  contrive, 
Which  the  fame  would  be,  as  my  heart  to  get 
Out  of  my  breaft,  or  me  of  foul  deprive : 
If  I  inciin'd  your  wiihes  to  compleat 
More  than  my  own,  I  have  made  you  perceive : 
Your's  I've  made  Bradamant :  have  her  in  peace : 
Me,  than  my  own,  your  good  does  much  more  pleafc. 

37- 

1>t  it  pleafe  you  too,  fmce  I  her  muft  lofe, 
That  myfelf  alfo  I  of  life  deprive ; 
For,  without  foul  to  be,  I'd  fooner  choofe, 
Than  without  Bradamant  to  be  alive  : 
For,  to  obtain  her,  you  cannot  fuppofe; 
Not  ever,  lawfully,  whilft  I  Ihall  live, 
As  w"ave  contracted  "twixt  us  marriage  vows  : 
Nor  is  fhe  able  two  at  once  t'efpoufe. 

38. 

Leon  remains  fo  full  of  vaft  furprize, 
When  this  to  be  Ruggier  to  him  is  known, 
That,  without  moving  lips,  or  turning  eyes, 
Or  ftirring  foot,  he's  void  of  motion, 
More  of  a  ftatue,  than  a  man,  in  guife, 
Which,  in  the  church,  by  vow,  has  put  fome  one : 
This  fo  great  favour  did  to  him  appear, 
That  ne'er  has  had,  nor  e'er  will  have  its  peer. 

39- 

And  knowing  him  for  Ruggier,  not  alone 
The  good  not  leflen'd,  he  wifti'd  him  before, 
But  fo  increas'd,  that  not  lefs  for  the  moan 
Of  Ruggier  he,  than  himfelf  Ruggier,  bore: 
For  this  caufe,  and  for  that,  it  might  be  fhown, 
He  fon  deferv'd  to  be  o'th'  Emperor, 
Tho'  in  the  reft  to  Ruggier  he  muft  cede, 
He  would  not,  he  ifhonld  him  in-cotrrtefy  exceed. 

40. 

And  faid,  Ruggier,  the  day  th'  offence  was  fhown, 
Unto  my  army,  by  your  valour  grand, 
Tho'  I  had  you  in  hate,  if  I  had  known, 
You  were  Ruggier,  as  now  I  underftand, 
Your  courage  had  made  me  as  much  your  own, 
As  me,  not  knowing,  it  did  then  command ; 
And  fo  that  hate  had  driven  from  my  heart, 
And  this  love  fix'd,  to  you  I  now  impart. 

2  41. 
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41. 


Che  prt'ma  il  name  di  Ruggiero 
Ch'io  fapejji,  che  tufojje  Ruggiero, 
Non  neghero  ;  ma  ch'or  ptu  innanzi  pajji 
Vodio,  child  t'ebbi,  t'tfca  del  penfiero. 
Efe  quando  di  car  cere  io  ti  trajji, 
Waveffi,  come  or  n'ho,  faputo  il  vero  ; 
//  medefimo  avrei  fatto  anco  allora, 
Ch'a  benefizio  tuo  fan  per  fiar'ora* 

42. 

E  s'allor  vclentier  fatto  I*  avrei, 
Ch'io  non  fera,  come  or  fono,  obbligato  ; 
^uaniorpiufarhdebbo,  che  farei 
Non  lo  facendo,  piu  tfognaltro  ingrato  ? 
Pot  che  negando  il  tuo  voler,  tijei 
Privo  u"ogni  tuo  bene,  e  a  me  I'kai  data : 
Ma  te  lo  rendo,  e  piu  contento  fono 
Render  lo  a  te,  tb'aver  io  avuto  il  dono. 

43- 

Molto  piu  a  te,  eft  a  me,  coftei  convienfi  j 
La  qual,  bench' io  per  lifuoi  meriti  ami ; 
Non  e  per  a,  s'altri  favra,  ch'io  penji, 
Come  tu,  al  v'tver  mio  romper  git  Ji  ami. 
Non  vo1,  che  la  tua  morte  mi  difpenft, 
Che  pojffd,  fciolto  ch'el/a  avra  i  legamiy 
Che  fan  del  matrimonio  orafra  voi, 
Per  legittima  moglie  averla  io  poi. 

44. 

Non  cbe  di  lei,  ma  reftar  privo  voglio 
Di  cioy  Sbo  al  mondo^  e  de  la  vita  apprejjo, 
Prima  che  s'oda  mar,  ch'abbia  cordoglia 
Per  mia  cagion  tal  cavalier o  opprejjo-. 
De  la  tua  dlffiden%a  ben  mi  doglio^ 
Che  tu,  chepuoi  non  men,  che  di  te  jiejfi, 
Di  me  difporypiu  tojlo  abbi  valuta 
Morir  di  duel,  che  da  me  avere  aiuto* 

45- 

QueJIe  par  ale,  ed  altre  Joggiungendo, 
Che  tttttefaria  lungo  a  riferire, 
E  fempre  le  ragion  redarguendo, 
CVin  contrario  Ruggier  gli  potea  dire  ; 
Fe  tanto,  tWalfin  diffe :  lo  mi  ti  rendoy, 


41, 


E  contento  jaro  di  non  morire. 

ndo  ti  fcior 
Che  due. volte  la  vita  data  m'hai  ? 


Ma  quando  ti  fciorro  I'obbligo  mai  ; 


46. 

Cibofoave,  e  preziofo  vino 
MeliJJa  ivi  portar  fece  in  un  t ratio  j 
E  conforto  Ruggier,  elf  era  vicino, 
Notts' aiutando,  a  rimaner  disfa-tto. 
Sentito  in  quejlo  tempo  avea  Frontino 
Cavalli  quivi,  e  v'era  accorfo  ratto. 
Leon  pijiar  da  gli  fcudieri  Juoi 
Lofe,  eftllare,  ed  a  Ruggier  dar  pot. 


That  once  the  name  I  hated  of  Roggier, 

Ere,  that  you  this  Ruggier  was,  I  had  known, 

I'll  not  deny ;  but  that  I  longer  bear 

That  hate  I  once  had,  from  your  thought  be  thrown : 

And  if,  when  you  from  prifon  I  fet  clear, 

The  truth,  as  now  it  is,  had  then  been  fhown, 

I  even  then,  fhould  have  perform'd  the  fame, 

Which  for  your  good  to  do  I  now  fo  ready  am. 

42. 

And  if  I  would  have  done  fo  willingly,. 
To  you,  a*  now  I  am,  not  obligate, 
How  much,  to  do  it  now,  am  bounden  I, 
As  I,  not  doing,  ftiould  be  moft  ingrate  ? 
Since  your  defire  you  to  yourfelf  deny, 
And  all  your  good  to  me  communicate  j 
But  I  reftore  it,  and  am  more  content, 
To  yield,  than  take,  what  you'd  to  me  prefent. 

43- 

Much  fitter  is  for  you,  than  me,  the  fair, 
Whom  for  her  merits  great  altho'  I  prize, 
Yet  think  I  not,  if  /he's  another's  /hare, 
Like  you,  I  fhould  my  length  of  days  defpife: 
Nor  wifh  I,  that  you  by  your  death  prepare, 
That  I  may,  when  (h"as  difengag'd  the  tyes, 
That  'twixt  ye  are  for  matrimonial  life, 
After,  receive  her  for  my  lawful  wife. 

44. 

Not  of  her  only  I'd  depriv'd  remain, 
But  all  I  have,  and  almoft  life  would  flighf, 
Rather,  than  e'er  it  fhould  be  faid,  with  pain1 
On  my  account  oppreft  were  fuch  a  knight ; 
But  of  your  diffidence  I  much  complain, 
That  you,  who  over  me  had  no  lefs  right, 
Than  o'er  yourfelf  rather  difpos'd  fhould  be 
To  die  for  grief,  than  accept  aid  from  me. 

45- 

Thefe  words,  with  others,  as  he  did  augmenfr 
Which  all  would  be  too  long  to  notify, 
And  ftill  oppofing  ev'ry  argument, 
Which  Ruggier  might  ufe  to  the  contrary, 
Mov'd  fo,  at  length  he  faid,  I  give  confenf, 
And  I  will  be  contented  not  to  die ; 
But  when  fhall  I  my  obligations  free, 
That  twice  my  life  you  have  beftow'd  on  me  ?' 

46. 

Provifions  delicate,  and  wines  moft  rare, 
Melifla  there  foon  caus'd  to  be  convey'd  i 
And  comforted  Ruggier,  who  now  was  near 
To  fink  with  faintnefs,  if  he  had  not  aid. 
In  the  mean  time,  Frontino  chanc'd  to  hear 
Some  horfes  there,  and  thither  full  fpeed  mader 
Leon  his  'fquires  commanded,  him  to  take, 
Accoutre  him,  and  fit  for  Ruggier  make, 
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47- 


//  qual  con  gr«n  fut'ica,  fin  cor  cb'aiuto 
Jlve/e  da  Leon,  fepra  vi  Jalfe. 
Cost  qufl  "vigor  tnanco  era  vemtto, 
Che  pocbi  giorni  innanzi  in  modo  valfe, 
'Che  vincer  tutto  tin  campo  avea  potuts, 
li  far  quel)  cbe  fc  pot  conTarme  falfet 
ndl  fiart'iti  giitnfcr,  cbe  piii  via 
fer  di  mezza  lega,  a  una  Badia. 

48. 

Ove  pofaro  II  rtfto  di  quel  giorno, 
E  faltro  appreflo,  e  faltro  tutto  intero, 
Tanto  cbe'i  cavalier  dal  llocorno 
Tomato  fit  neljuo  vigor  primi  era. 
Pol  con  JlLTi/ja^  e  con  Leon  ritorno 

it  a  real  fece  Ruggicro  ; 
E  v:  trcvo,  'cbe  la  paffata  fera 
L'ambfffceria  de'Bulgari  giunt"  era. 

49. 

Cbe  qtiella  nazion,  la  quads' avee 
Ruggier  eletto  Re,  quivi  a  cbiamarlo 
Mandava  quejli  fu: /,  c  be  fi  credea 
D'averlo  in  Francia  apprtjjo  al  Magno  Carlo ; 
Perch}  glii. r argi'i  fedelta  vo/eat 
£  dar  di  ft  dcrni.uo,  e  coronarlo. 
Lofcudier  di  Ruggier  cbe  Ji  ritrova 
Cffn  qutfta  gentet  ha  di  lui  dato  nuova. 

50. 

De  la  battaglia  ha  detto,  eft  in  favor  e 
.De'Bulgari  a  Belgrade  cgli  avea  fatta  ; 
Ove  Leon  col  padre  Imper adore 
I/into,  e  ftta  gente  avea  morta>  e  disfatta  : 
E  per  qucjlo  favean  fatto  Signore^ 
MeJJb  da  parte  ogni  uomo  di  fua  fcbiatta ; 
£  came  a  Novengrado  era  poijlato 
Prefo  da  Ungiardo,  e  a  Tccdora  dato. 

S1- 

E  cbe  venuta  era  la  nuova  certa^ 
Che'lfuo  guardian  s'era  trovato  uccifo, 
E  luifcggito,  e  la  prigione  aperta ; 
Che  pot  nefofie,  non  v  era  cltro  r.vvifo. 
Extro  Ruggier^  per  via  molto  coperta 
NL>  la  citt(i,  ne  fu  veduto  in  vifo. 
La  feguente  mattina  eg/i,  e'lcompagno 
Leone,  abprefentojji  a  Carlo  JMagno. 

52.  . 

S'apprefi'nto  Ruggier  con  T Angel  d'oro, 
Che  nel  campo  vermigllo  avea  due  tefte ; 
£,  come  difegnato  erafra  lore, 
Con  lemedffme  infegne^  e  fopraveJJe^ 
Che,  come  dianzi  ne  la  pugna  foroy 
Eran  tagliaie  ancor,  for  ate,  "e  pejle  ; 
Si  cbe  to/to  per  quel  fu  conofciuto, 
Cb'avea  con  Rradamante  combattuto. 


Who,  with  great  trouble,  altho'  he  the  aid 
Of  Leon  had,  did  now  upon  him  get  : 
So  much  that  vigour  now  was  feeble  made, 
Which,  a  few  days  before,  was  fo  compleat, 
That  a  whole  army  conquering  difmay'd, 
And  after,  with  falfe  arms,  perform'd  fuch  feat. 
Thence  fetting  out,  before  they  went  more  way 
Than  half  a  league,  came  where  a  convent  lay. 

48. 

Where  they  the  reft  of  that  day  to  fojourn, 
And  all  die  next,  and  near  another,  ffoy'd, 
Till  to  the  cavalier  x)'th'  unicorn 
His  priftine  vigour  now  was  re-convey'd  : 
Then,  with  Melifs  and  Leon  his  return 
Unto  the  royal  city  Ruggier  made : 
And  there  he  found  out,  that  an  embafTy 
Was  come  the  night  before  from  Bulgary. 

49. 

Which  nation,  having  for  their  Sovereign  chofe 
Ruggier,  had  thither  fent,  on  him  to  wait, 
Theic  meflengers,  as  they  did  then  fuppofe 
They  him  in  France,  near  Charlemain  Ihould  meet, 
As  they  of  fealty  would  make  their  vows, 
And  give  him  pow'r,  and  crown  him  o'er  their  ftate. 
Ruggier 's  efquire  'twas,  who  with  them  was  join'd, 
Had  told  this  people,  where  they  him  might  find. 

5°-  • 

I  of  the  battle  fpoke,  where  at  Belgrade 
Of  the  Bulgarians  he  the  part  had  ta'en, 
And  Leon,  and  his  royal  fire,  difmay'd, 
And  all  his  people  routed  had,  and  flain : 
For  which  they  him  their  Sovereign  had  made, 
•  Of  their  own  tribe  afide  all  other  lain : 
And  how  he  after  was  a  pris'ner  bore 
At  Novengrade  by  Ungiard  giv'n  to  Theodore. 

51- 

And  that,  for  certain,  news  was  carried, 
That  had  difcover'd  been  his  keeper  (lain, 
And  that,  the  prifon  open'd,  he  was  fled, 
Nor,  where  he  was,  did  they  advice  obtain. 
Ruggier  went  on,  by  way  moft  covered 
O'th'  city,  nor  by  any  was  he  feen : 
The  foil 'wing  day,  he,  and  his  focial  mate 
Leon,  prefent  themfelves  to  Charles  the  great. 

52.  . 

Ruggier  prefents  himfelf,  the  gold  bird  bore, 
Which  had  two  fyeads,  on  a  vermilion  field, 
And,  as  between  them  they  agreed  before, 
With  the  fame  upper  drefs,  and  felf-fame  fh'teld, 
Which,  in  the  former  fight  as  them  he  wore, 
Batter'd  and  cut  with  num'rous  holes  were  fitl'd, 
So  that  he  foon  was  to  be  him  defcry'd, 
Who,  had  withBradaraant  the  combat  try'd. 

53- 
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Con  ruche  vcjii,  e  regalmente  crnato 
Leon  feaz'arme  a  par  con  lui  venia  ; 
E  ditianziy  f  di  dietro,  f  (Pogni  lots 
Avea  aneroid)  t  dtgna  compagnia. 
A  Carlo  s'ificbifiG,  che  gia  It'vato 
Se  g/i  era  incontra ;  £  avendo  tuttavia 
Ruggier  per  man,  ncl  qual  intente,  e  fjft 
Ogrfuno  avfa  It  luci,  cos:  dijje. 

^jjcjlo  £  II  buon  cavalier o,  il  qual  difef* 
S'e  dal  naffer  del  giorno  al  giorno  ejiinto  ; 
E  poi  che  Bradamanie  o  morto,  o  prtfo, 
O  fuor  non  I'ba  dt  lojieccato  fpinto  ; 
Magnanimo  Signer,  fe  bene  iniefo 
Ha  ilvojtro  bands ,  e  ccrto  d'aver  vinto ; 
£  d'aver  lei  per  moglie  guadagnata, 
L  mi  viene,  accis  cht  gii  f:a  date. 

Ohre  cht  di  ragion  per  lo  tenor  e 

Del  bands,  nen  v'ha  altr 'uonuia  far  dlfegne ; 

Se  s'ha  da  tneritarla  per  valors, 

Qnal  cavalier  piu  di  coftui  n'e  dtgna  ? 

<S  aver  la  dee,  chi  piu  li psrta  amore\ 

Ncn  f,  chflpajfi,  e  ctiarrivi  al fno  fcgno* 

Ede  qul  prejlo  contra  a  cbi  s'oppGne 

Per  difender  con  I'arme  Jua  ragiene. 

56. 

Carlo,  e  tutta  la  cortejiupefatta, 
^uejlo  udendo,  rt/fo  ;  ch'avea  credntOy 
Cke  Leon  la  battagUa  aivj/e  fatta, 
Nan  quejlj  cavalut"  non  wiofdnto. 
Marfifa,  cht  con  gii  a/tri  quivi  tratta 
&\ra  ad  udlre,  e  ch'appena  pctuta 
Jhxa  iacer^  fix  che  Leon  jinijje 
Jljuo  parlar,  fifece  ixnanzi,  e  dijje, 

Pol  cht  nan  Si  Ruggier,  che  la  cunttfa 
De  la  mcglier  fra  je,  e  cojhii  difciogtia  j 
Acclo  per  m&ncamento  di  difefa 
Coil  ferrza  rumor  nonfe  gii  toglia, 
Jo,  che  gii  fan  forella,  quejla  imprefa 
Piglio  contra.  ciaj£un,fia  chiji  voglia, 
Che  dica  aver  ragione  in  Bradamante, 
O  di  mertea  Ruggitro  andare  imiantt* 

58. 

E  con  tanfira,  e  tanto  fdtgno  efprejje 
Quejlo  parlor,  che  mtlti  ebber  fofpettyt 
Che  finza  aUender  Carlo,  che  Le  dfffe 
Camps ,  ella  avejji  a  far  quivi  leffetto* 
Or  non  parve  a  Lean,  che  pi:t  dovejje 
Ruggier  celarft,  e  gii  cavi  I'elmetto  ; 
E  rivolto  a  Marfija ;  Ecco  lui  prontt 
A  rendervi  dik*  dijfe^  buw  coato* 
VOI..II. 


Withveftment  rich,  adorn'd  in  royal  ftate, 
Leon  unarm 'd  comes  with  him  in  like  pace; 
Before,  behind,  on  all  fides,  on  him  wait 
A  company  renown'd  of  noble  race: 
To  Charles  he  bow'd  him,  who  now  from  his  feat 
To  meet  him  rofc :  ftill  by  the  hand  he  has 
Ruggier,  on  whom  they  ev'iy  one  their  look 
Had  with  attention  fix'd,  and  thus  he  fpoke : 

This  is  the  val'rous  knight,  who  did  defend 
Himfelf  from  break  of  day  till  clofe  of  light, 
And  fince  that  Bradarmnt  could  him  nor  end. 
Nor  take,  nor  from  the  lifts  could  put  to  flight, 
My  noble  Lord,  if  well  he  apprehend 
Your  edict,  he  of  victory  has  right, 
And  certainty,  her  for  his  wife  to  gain, 
And  fo  he  comes,  that  he  may  her  obtain, 

Befides,  by  what  your  edict  does  endSte, 
There  is  no  other  of  pretence  has  (hare ; 
If  (he's  to  be  deferv'd  by  valour  bright, 
Than  him  more  worthy  is  what  cavalier  ? 
If  who  moft  loves,  to  have  hsr  has  the  right, 
None  can  furpafs  him,  or  can  go  fo  far : 
And  here  he  ready  is  for  his  defence, 
TGainft  whofoe'er  oppofes  his  pretence, 

56- 

Charles  and  his  courtiers  all  were  ftupify'd 
At  heaving  this,  ns  in  belief  they  were, 
That  Leon  had  himfelf  the  combat  try'd, 
And  not,  to  them  unknown,  this  cavalier : 
Marphife,  wfio  with  the  reft  had  thither  hied 
To  liften  to  him,  and  could  fcarce  forbear 
Her  own  difcourfe,  till  Leon  end  had  made 
Of  this  his  fpeeth,  confronting  him,  thus  laid; 

57- 

Since  Ruggier  is  not  pre.ent,  the  pretence 
Of  wife,  'twixt  him  and  this  mnn,  to  fet  free, 
That  there  mould  not  be  wanting  a  defence, 
And  (he  not  taken  ofTfo  quietly, 
I,  who  his  fifier  am,  will  now  commence 
This  talk,  'gainft  any  one,  whoe'er  he  be, 
Who  fays,  he  tight  o'er  Bradamante  has, 
Or  that  in  worth  he  Ruggier  can  furpafs. 

58. 

And  with  fuch  wrath  (he  fpoke,  fuch  fury  great, 
This  fpeech,  that  many  there  fufpicion  had, 
That  (he  for  Charles's  licence  would  not  wait, 
But  on  the  fpot  would  have  th'  effect  difplay'd. 
Now  Leon  thought,  he  (hould  no  more  fecrete 
Ruggier,  fo  took  his  helmet  off  his  head, 
And  turning  to  Marphife,  Him  ready  fee, 
He  faid,  himfelf  to  give  a  good  account  to  ye. 
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Quail  ilcanuto  Egeo  rimafe,  quando 
Si  fit  a  la  tnenfa  Jcellerata  accorto, 
Che  quello  era  iljuofigho,  al  quahy  inJJando 
1,'inijaa  mogliey  avea  il  veneno  porto  ; 
E  poco  piu  cbe  fojfe  ito  indugiando 
Di  conofcer  la  Jpaday  Favria  tr.orto  j 
Tal  fu  Marffay  quando  il  cavalier Oy 
Cb'odlato  av£Oy  cono'obc  tjjer  Ruggiero. 

60. 

E  corfe  fenza  indugio  adabbracciarloy 
Nf  dijpiccar  fe  gli  fapea  dal  collo. 
Rinaldoy  Orlnndoy  e  di  lor  prima  Carlo 
Di  quay  e  di  hi  con  grand"  amor  bacio'lo. 
Art'  Dudotiy  n:  Olivier  d'accartzzarlcy 
Nt'i  Re  Sobrinfi  pub  veder  fatollo. 
De  i  Paladiniy  e  de  i  Baron  neffuno 
Di  far  fejia  a  Ruggier  rejio  digiuno. 

61. 

Leone y  il  qual  fapea  molto  ben  dirty 
Finiti  cbe  ft  fur  gli  abbraccianientiy 
Comincio  innanzi  a  Carlo  a  riferirgy 
Udendo  tulti  quiiy  ciferan  prefentiy 
Come  la  gagliardioy  come  far  dire 
(  Ancor  cbe  con  gran  danno  di  fue  gentij 
Di  Ruggiery  ch'a  Belgrade  avea  vedutz, 
Piu  d'ogni  offefa  avea  di  fe  potuto. 

62. 

Si  cVeffendo  dipoi  prefty  e  conduit* 
A  coleiy  ch'ognijlraxio  n'avria  fattOy 
Di  prigione  egliy  mal  grado  di  tutta 
II  parentadofuO)  Faveva  tratto ; 
E  comeil  buan  Ruggier  y  per  render  fr 
E  mercede  a  Leon  del  fuo  rifcattOy 
Ft  I' aha  cortefay  che  J'empre  a  quant  e 
Nefuroy  ofaran  maiy  paJJ'era  innantt. 

63. 

E  feguendz  narro  di  punto  in  punto 
Cioy  cbe  per  lui  fatto  Ruggiero  avea  j 
E  come  twi  da  gran  dolor  compuntOy 
Che  di  lafciar  la  moglie  gli  premeay 
S'era  difpojlo  di  morirg ;  e  giunto 
Vera  vi;in,fe  non  ft  foccorrea  j 
E  con  3}  do  lei  affetii  il  tutto  sfprejft, 
Che  quivi  occbio  non  fiiy  cb'afciu —  ' 

64. 

Rivoife  poi  con  si  efficaci  preghi 
L(  fue  parole  a  i'o/iinato  Amone^ 
Cbe  non  fol  che  lo  movay  che  lo  pieghi9 
Cbe  lo  faccia  mutar  d'opinione-t 
Mafayctiegli  inperjona  andar  non  neghi 
AfttppKcar  Ruggier  y  che  gli  perckne^ 
E  per  padre  y  e  per  fuocero  I'accette  j 
£  cosi  Br  adamant  e  gli  fromettf» 


59- 


As  hoary  ./Egeus  with  dread  round  furvey'cT, 
WThen,  at  the  wicked  board  he  did  perceive, 
That,  'twas  his  fon,  to  whom,  he  being  fway'd 
By  his  wife  impious,  did  poifon  give, 
And,  little  longer,  if  he  had  delay'd 
Knowing  his  fword,  his  fon  no  more  mutt  live : 
Such  was  Marphife,  when  {he,  the  cavalier 
She  hated  fo,  difcover'd,  was  Ruggier. 

60. 

And  ran,  without  delay,  him  to  embrace, 
Nor  from  his  neck  could  {he  herfelf  remove : 
Rinald,  Orland,  Charles  in  the  foremoft  place, 
Upon  each  cheek  falute  him  with  great  love : 
Nor  Dudon,  Olivier,  him  to  carets, 
Nor  King  Sobrin,  could  fatiated  prove  j 
Nor  of  the  Paladins,  nor  Barons  one 
Would  fail,  but  their  Ruggier  would  feaft  upoc. 

61. 

Leon,  who  well  knew  matters  how  to  ftate, 
Soon  as  their  fond  embraces  ended  were, 
Began  in  Charles's  prefence  to  relate, 
That  all  the  gallant  company  might  hear, 
How  the  vaft  prowefs,  and  the  courage  great, 
Altho'  his  people  thence  much  ill  did  bear, 
Of  Ruggier,  which  he  at  Belgrade  did  fee,. 
O'er  him  furmounted  ev'ry  injury. 

62. 

So  that  he  being  after  ta'en,  and  brought 
To  her,  who  would  have  caus'd  his  mifery; 
He,  from  his  prifon,  had  his  freedom  wrought, 
'Gainft  the  defigns  of  all  his  family : 
And  how  the  brave  Ruggier,  return  who  fought 
To  make  to  Leon  for  his  liberty, 
Perfbrm'd  vail  courtcfy,  which  did  furpafe 
All,  that  will  ever  be,  or  ever  was  : 

63. 

And,  punctually  perfuing,  does  relate, 
That,  which  for  him  Ruggiero  had  atchlev'd,. 
And  how,  touch'd  after  with  compunction  great 
For  lofing  of  his  wife,  he  was  aggriev'd  ; 
And  had  difpos'd  himfelf  to.  meet  his  fate, 
And  near  thereto  was  come,  if  not  reliev'd,. 
And  he  the  whole  exprefs'd  fo.  feelingly, 
Not  one  there  was,  who  flood  with  vifage  dry,. 

64. 

Then,  with  fuch  pray'rs  availing,  does  apply 
His  words  unto  the  obilinate  Amon, 
That  he  not  only  mov'd  him  to  comply,, 
And  made  him  alter  his  opinion;. 
But  ev'n  to  go  ia  perfon  not  deny, 
Pardon  of  Ruggier  to  petition, 
And  as  a  father  him  for  fon  to  take, 
And  fo  of  Bradamant  a  promife  make* 
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A  cut  la,  dove  de  la  vita  infcrfe 
Piangea  ifuoi  cafe  in  camera  fegretay 
Con  lieti  gridi  in  molta  fretta  corfe 
Per  piu  (fun  mejjb  la  novellalieta : 
Qnde  il  fangue,  ch'al cor,  quando  lo  morfe 
Prima  il  dolor,  fu  tratto  da  la  pieta  ; 
A  queffo  annunzio  il  lafciofolo  in  guifa, 
Che  qua/i  il  gaudio  ha  la  donzella  uccifa* 

66. 

Ella  riman  d'ogni  vigor  si  vota, 
Che  di  tencrfi  in  pie  non  ha  ball  a  ; 
Bench's  di  quella  forza,  ch'ejfer  nota 
Vi  debbe,  e  di  quel  grande  animofea. 
Non  piu  di  lei  chi  a  ceppo,  a  laccio,  a  rota 
Sia  condannato,  o  ad  altra  morte  rifi, 
£  eke  gia  agli  occhi  abbla  la  benda  negrat 
Gridar  fentendo  grazia,  ft  rallegra. 

67. 

Si  rallegra  Mongrana^  e  Chiaramonte 
Di  ntiovo  nodo  i  due  ragginnti  rami. 
Altrettantofi  dual  Gano  col  Conte 
Anfelmo^  e  con  Falcon,  Gini,  e  Ginami ; 
Ma  pur  coprendo  fotto  tin*  altra  front  e 
Van  lor  penjieri  invidiofe  e  grami ; 
E  cccafione  attention  di  vendetta, 
Come  la  volpe  al  varco  il  lepre  afpetta. 

68. 

Oltre  che  gia  Rinaldo,  e  Orlando  uccifo 
Mdti  in  piu  volte  avean  di  qnci  malvagi  \ 
Benche  I'ingiurie  fur  con  faggis  awifo 
Dal  Re  acchetate,  ed  i  commun  dijagi  \ 
jfvea  di  nuovo  lor  levato  il  rifo 
Lr uccifo  Pinabello,  e  Bertolagi  : 
Ma  pur-la  fellonia  tenean  coper tay 
Dijfimulando  aver  la  cofa  certa. 

69. 

Gli  Ambafciatori  Bulgari,  che  in  carte 
Di  Carlo  eran  venuti,  come  ho  dctto, 
Con  fpeme  di  trovare  il  guerrier forte 
Dclliaccrno,  alregno  loro  eletto-, 
Sentendolquivi,  thiamar  buona  forte 
La  lor,  che  dato  avea  a  la  fpeme  effetto  i 
E  river enti  a  i  pie  fe  gli gittaro, 
E  the  tornaj/e  in  Bulgaria  il  pregaro. 

70. 

Ovf  in  Adrianopdifervato 
Gli  era  lofcettro,  e  la  real  corona  : 
Ala  venga  egli  a  difenderfi  lo  Stato ; 
Cfra  danni  lor  di  nuovo  Ji  ragiona  ; 
Che  piu  numer  di  gent*  appareccbiato 
Ha  Cojlantino,  e  torna  anco  in  perfona ; 
Ed  e//i,  fe'lftio  Re  ponno  aver  feco, 
Speran  di  torre  a  lui  I'Jmperio  Greco. 
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To  whom,  \vhere  with  her  life  in  jeopardy 

Her  lor  in  fecret  room  fhe  did  lament, 

By  many'  a  mcflenger,  with  chearful  cry, 

In  hurry  great  the  joyful  news  was  fent : 

From  whence,  the  blood,  which  to  her  heart  did  fly, 

When  firft  it  was  by  fuch  affliction  rent, 

It,  by  this  meflage,  Co  defertetl  left, 

Thro  joy  the  nymph  was  near  of  life  bereft. 

66. 

She  of  all  vigour  did  depriv'd  remain, 
And  fcarcely  itrength  to  ftand  on  earth  could  Hn  1, 
Tho'  of  fuch  ftrength  immenfe,  to  you  mui\  plain 
Be  /hown,  flie  was,  and  of  fuch  gallant  mind  : 
Not  more  than  her,  one  who's  condemn'd  to  chain, 
To  wheel,  or  bonds,  or  death  of  other  kind, 
And  has  the  bandage  block  before  his  eye?, 
Exults,  of  pardon  when  he  hears  the  cries. 

67. 

Mongrana  and  Claremont  their  joy  exprefs, 
That  thefe  two  branches  were  in  knot  join'd  new, 
Gano  and  Count  AnfeJmo  grieve  no  Us, 
Falcon,  the  Gini,  and  Ginami  too, 
But  yet,  beneath  a  counterfeited  face, 
Difguife  their  thoughts  invidious,  and  their  woe, 
And  an  occafion  watch  revenge  to  take, 
As  the  fox  waits  the  hare,  within  the  brake. 

68. 

Befide  that  Rinald  and  Orland  had  flain 
Many  oft-times  of  thefe  malevolent, 
Tho'  thefe  wrongs  were,  by  the  wife  counfel  ta'en 
Of  the  King,  calm'd,  and  publick  difcontent, 
The  death  of  Pinabcl  from  them  again, 
And  that  of  Bertolage  their  pleafure  rent ; 
But  yet  their  treachery  they  kept  conceal'd, 
Diflembling,  that  fuch  facts  were  not  reveai'd. 

69. 

Th'  Embafladors  of  Bulgary,  who  wait 
In  Charles's  Court,  as  I  before  made  known, 
With  hopes  of  finding  out  the  warrior  great 
O'th'  unicorn,  elected  to  their  throne, 
Meeting  with  him  deem  themfelves  fortunate, 
That  to  their  wiflies  fuch  effect  was  (hown, 
And  at  his  feet  themfelves  with  revYence  lay'4, 
And,  that  he'd  turn  to  Bulgary,  they  pray'd. 

70. 

Where  for  him  did  in  Adriatiople  wait 
The  royal  fceptre,  and  the  diadem  ; 
But  that  he'd  come,  and  fo  defend  his  ftate, 
For  to  their  wrong  anew  did  people  fcheme : 
And  Conftantine  of  men  a  number  great 
Had  nowprepar'd,  and  cv'n  in  perfon  came; 
But  they,  could  they  but  with  them  have  their  Xing, 
Hop'd,  all  the  Grecian  empire  under  him  to  bri 
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Ruggier  accettl  il  Regno,  e  non  contefe 
A  i  preghi  loro  ;  e  in  Bulgberia  promcjjg- 
Di  ritrovfirft  dopo  il  terzo  ?nefe, 


JJ  OQ  •  rt  i  t         I*   .* 

Che,  pot  cttegli  de  Bulgari  ha  il  do;i: 
La  pace  }  ira  lir  falta,  e  Coftani'uu. 

7?. 

JV2  da  partir  di  Francia  s'avra  r-ifrcita 
Per  ej/ir  capitan  de  le  fue  fqundre  ; 
Cbe.d'ooni  terra,  cb'abbiaw  /Jr?>V,% 
Far  la  rinunzia  gli  fara  dal  pad?  ;. 
Non  e  virtu,  che  di  Ruggier  fia  detta, 
Of  a  mover  si  I'  antbizicfa  niadre 
Di  Bradamante,  e  far,  che  I  genera  ami, 
Vtfglla,  corns  or  a  udir,  cbc  Re  ftcbiami. 

.73- 

Fanfi  le  nszze  fpltndrde,  e  rcali, 
Convtnienti  a  cbi  euro  ne 


Carlo  ne  piglia  euro-,  e  le  fa,  quali 
Farebbi  maritandy  una  fita  figiia. 
1  merit  de  la  donna  erano  tali, 
Oltre  a  queili  di  tuttafuafamiglia, 
Cb'a  auel  Signer  non  parria  ufoir  el 
Se  fpendejje  per  let  mezzo  ilfuo  Regno. 

74- 

Lib  era  carte  fa  bandir  intorno, 
O-veficura  ognun  poffa  vtnire  : 
E  campo  franco  fin'alnono  gicrno. 
Concede  a  chi  cwtefe  ha  da  partire. 
Fe  a  la  campagna  I'apparato  adorno 
Di  rami  intejil,  e  di  bci  fiori  or  din, 
D'oro,  ediptapai,  tanto  gioccndo, 
Che'  I  p(u  bdluogo  mat  ncnfu  nel  mcnda* 

75-. 

Dcntrct  a  Parrg:  non  farianojtate 
Uinnunierabil  genii  peregrins, 
Pwen,  e  ritche,.  e  d'ogni  q.ualitate, 
Cbe  verax,  Greeks,  Barbare  e  Latins  j 
Tanti  Sfgnori,  s  Ambafcerie  mandate 
Di  tutttfi  mondo,  non  aveaxo  fine. 
Erano  in  padiglli,n,  tende,  efrafeaii 
Con  gran  cQtnodita  tutti  alieggizti. 

76. 

Cm  tcctllente,  e  Jingo/are  ornato 
La  nctte  innanz:  avea  Melifia  Maga 
jl  maritalt  albergo  apparecchiato, 
Di  ctferajiatagia  gran  tempo  vaga, 
Gia  molto  tempo  innanzi  dsjiaio 
OQuejla  c&fula  avea  quell  a  prefaga  ; 
De  I'avvenir  prefaga  fap  a,  quanta 
Rantude  ufcii-  dovea  da  l<<  lor  j>ian.ta+ 


Ruggier  accepts  the  kingdom,  and  their  pray'r 
Did  not  refill,  and  promife  to  them  made, 
In  three  months  he'd  to  Bulgary  repair, 
It'  fortune  in  his  way  no  hindrance  lay'd. 
Leon  Auguftus,  who  this  thing  did  hear, 
Upon  his  faith  aflur'd,  to  Ruggier  fnid, 
Since  he  o'er  Bulgary  had  the  domine, 
He'd  make  a  peace  'rwixt  them  and  Conftantine> 

72. 

Nor  that  from  France  in  hafte  depart  he  wou'd 
Over  his  fquadrons  the  command  to  take, 
Until  of  ev'ry  land  they  had  fubdued, 
He  caus'd  his  father  to  him  prefent  make. 
The  valour,  with  which  Ruggier  was  endued", 
Could  not  fo  much  th'  ambitious  mother  ftiake 
Of  Bradamant,  her  fon-in-law  to  love, 
As  now,  to  hear  him  call'd  a  King,  did  move. 

73- 

The  nuptials  were  perform'd  in  princely  ftate, 
Suiting  the  perfon,  who  of  diem  took  care : 
Charles  took  the  care,  and  made  them  at  fuch  rate, 
As  he'd  have  marry'd  his  own  daughter  dear : 
The  merits  of  the  lady  were  fo  great, 
Befide  thofe  of  her  family  fo  rare,  {^thought 

That  this  Prince  would  not  too  much  coft  have 
For  her,  half  of  his  kingdom  to  lay  out. 

74- 

Free  co«rt  he  caus'd  to  be  proclaim 'd  around, 
Which  all  might  come  to  with  fecurity, 
And,  for  nkie  days,  he  granted  frank  the  ground 
For  all,  who  were  inclin'd  the  tilt  to  try  ; 
Made,  o'er  the  plain,  with  boughs  entwii 
Apartments  grand  with  flow'rs  of  fined  dye 
Of  gold  and  filk  In  fuch  a  plenfing  way  ; 
So  fine  a  place  the  world  could  not  drfplay. 

75- 

Contoin'd  could  not  within  all  Paris  be 
The  people  numberlefs  of  flrangers  there ; 
Both  rich  and  poor  of  ev'ry  quality, 
Some  Greeks,  fomc  Latins,  fotne  Barbarians  ware? 
So  many  Lords,  and  endiefs  EmbafT} , 
Hither,  from  all  the  world  around,  repair : 
Under  pavilions,  ten's,  aad  bov.  ers  cool, 
With  great  commodioufnefs,  were  lodg'd  the  whole, 

76. 

With  decorations  rare,  and  excellent, 
Melifs  the  forc'refs  the  preceding  night 
Had  ready  got  the  marriage  apartment, 
For  which  (he  had  long  time  exprefs'd  delight  t 
This  feer,  for  a  great  while  before,  intent 
Had  been,  that  this  brave  couple  ihould  unite  j 
As  fhe,  events  prefaging,  well  did  know, 
How  great  the  good  &ould  tajrn  out  from  thera  two-, 

77' 
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77- 


Po/lo  avea  ii  genial  lettofecondo 
In  ?tiezzi  un  padiglione  ampio,  e  capace* 
11  piii  ricco,  il  piu  ornato,  il  piu  gioconao, 
Che  gia  mai  fojje  o  per  guerra,  o  per  pace t 
O  pr'nna,  o  dopo  tefo  in  tutto'l  mondo ; 
E  tclto  ella  I" avea  dal  lito  Trace  : 
L'avca  di  fop;  a  a  Coflantin  levato, 
Ch'a  diportc  iiV  mar  s' 'era  attendato* 

78. 

McUjJb  di  confenfs  di  Leone, 
O  pi.,  tojlo  per  dargli  maraviglla, 
E  ,?;£, 'ir argil  de  Varte  paragone, 
Ch'ai  gran  •ver  me  infernal  mctte  la  brigllat 
E  che  di  /ui    tome  a  Ui  par,  difpone, 
E  de  la  a  £)io  nimica  empia  famiglia  \ 
Fe  da  Co/lantinopo.i  a  Parigi 
Portare  il  padiglian  da  i  meffi  Btigi. 

79-; 

J~)i  fopra  a  Cojlantin,  ch'avea  Flmpero 
Di  Grecia,  lo  levy  da  mezzo  giorno, 
Con  le  cirde,  e  col  fufio,  e  con  I' inter  o 
GuernimentO)  ch'avea  dentro,  ed'intorno: 
Lo  fe  portar  per  I' aria,  e  di  Ruggiero 
£htivt  lo  fice  alloggiamento  adorno. 
Poi  finite  le  nozze,  anco  tornollo 
Miracolofatnentet  onde  levollo. 

80. 

Eran  degli  anm  apprejjo  che  duo  n:Hiay 
Che  fu  quel  ricco  padiglion  trapunto. 
Una  douzelia  deila  terra  d'Hia, 
Cb'avea  il  furor  profetico  congiunto^ 
Conjludio  di  gran  tempo,  e  con  vigilia 
Lo  fece  difua  man  di  tuttopunto. 
Cajjaadra  fu  nornata,  ed  alfratello 
Inclito  Ei  tor  fece  un  it  I  don  di  quello. 

81. 

//  piu  cortcfe  cavalier,  eke  mai 
Dmca  del  cefpo  ufcir  del  fuo  germano ; 
(Bencbe  fapfa,  da  la  ratine  ajfiii 
Chs  quel  per  tnolti  ranii  era  lontano) 
Ritratto  avea  n<:  i  bei  ricami  gat 
D'oroy  e  divaria feta  difua  mono. 
Uebbe,  mentre  che  vijft,  Ettorre  in  pregio 
Per  tit  bfice,  e  pel  Ui'Udro  egregio. 

82. 

Ma  pot  ih'a  tradimento  ebbe  la  morte^ 
Efu'l  pofol  Troian  Ja'Greci  affiitto  j 
Che  Sinon  fslfo  aperfe  lor  le  forte; 
E  peggio  Jeguit,,  che  non  e  fcritto  ; 
Mer.elao  tbtx  il  padiglione  in  forte  ; 
ColquaU  a.  taf-itar  venne  in  Egitto^ 
Ove  al  Re  Proteo  lo  lafcib,  fe  vclfe 
La  moglii  a-very  (he.^nivi  egli  gli  tolfi. 


77- 


She  placed  had  the.  fertile,  genial  bed, 
'Midft  a  capacious  tent  of  ample  fpace, 
Moft  pleafant,  rich,  and  highell  finifhed, 
That  ever  had  been,  or  in  war  or  peace, 
Throughout  the  world,  before  or  aft_'r,  fpread ; 
Which  (he  had  taken  from  the  coaft  of  Thrace : 
This  from  o'er  Conftantine  away  Ihe  bore, 
Who,  for  his  pleafure,  pitch'd  it  on  the  fliore. 

78. 

This  did  Melifia,  with  Leon's  confent, 
Or  rather  him  great  miracle  to  flio\v, 
And  give  him  proof  of  that  art  excellent, 
Which  on  th'  infernal  fpright  could  bridle  throw, 
And  that  of  it  flie  had  the  government, 
And  all  the  impious  tribe,  th'  Almighty's  foe : 
So,  from  Conftantinople,  caus'd  be  bore 
This  tent,  to  Paris,  by  the  demons  pow'r. 

79- 

From  over  Conftantine,  who  the  empire 
Of  Grecia  had,  fhe  took  it  in  mid-day, 
With  ftaves,  and  cordage,  tackle  all  entire, 
The  which  infide,  and  all  around  it  lay ; 
Caus'd  it  be  brought  thro'  air,  and  for  Ruggier 
There  made  a  lodgment,  in  a  fumptuous  way: 
The  nuptials  finifh'd,  fent  it  back  again 
By  wond'rous  means,  from  whence  it  had  been  ta'en, 

80. 

'Twas  now  two  thoufand  years,  or  near  upon, 
This  rich  Pavilion  was  with  needle  wrought, 
Perform'd  by  damfel  of  the  fam'd  Troy  town, 
.Who  in  her  had  prophtrick  fury  got ; 
With  watchings,  time,  and  vaft  invention, 
Sh"ad  ev'ry  flitch  with  her  own  hand  work'd  out, 
Of  this  fhe  made,  who  was  CafTaadra  nam'd, 
Rich  prefent  to  her  brother,  Hector  fam'd. 

81. 

The  cavalier  mofl  courteous,  that  fhotild  e'er 
•Be  deftin'd  from  her  brother's  flock  to  {hoot, 
•Tho'  {he  well  knew,  that  at  great  diftance  were 
This  fprout,  by  many  branches,  from  the  root, 
She  in  embroidery  had  drawn  moil  fair 
With  her  own  hand,  where  gold  and  f:lk  well  fuit, 
This,  Hector  living  held  in  value  great 
'For  her,  who  made  it,  and  the  work  com  pleat. 

82. 

But  when,  by  treafon,  he  fnftain'd  his  fare, 
And  Trojans  by  the  Greeks  afflicted  were, 
When  the  falfe  Sinon  open'd  them  the  gate, 
And  \vorfe  fell  out,  than  poets  did  declare, 
Menelaus  chanc'd  to  gain  this  tent  of  ftate, 
Which  into  ./Egypt  he  did  with  him  bear, 
Where  it  he  to  King  Proteus  left,  again 
To  have  his  wife,  \vhom  from  him  he  had  ta'en : 

83. 
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83; 

Elena  nomrrarta  tra  cold* 
Per  cut  h  padiglicne  a  Proteo  died* ; 
Che  poi  fitcceffe  in  man  di'Tolpmei, 
Tai.  to  cbe  Cleopatra  ne  fu  erede  ; 
Da  le  genti  d'  Agrippa  tolto  a  lei 
A" 7  mar  Leucadio  fu  con  altre  prede ; 
in  man  £  Augvjh,  e  di  Tib  eric  venne, 
IL  in  Roma  Jino  a  Ccjlantin  fi  tenne. 

84. 

£hifl  Coftantin,  di  cui  aolerji  debbt 
La  bella  Italia,  fin  cbe  giri  il  cielo. 
Cojlantin,  poi  cbe' I  Tcvcre  giincrebbe, 
Party  in  Bizanzio  ilpreziojo  vela. 
Da  urfaltro  Coftantin  MeliJJa  I'ebbe : 
Ore  le  corde,  avcrio  era  lojitlo-t 
Tutto  trapunto  ccn  figure  belle, 
Piu  cbe  mai  con  pcnnel  faceJJ'e  dpette. 

£>uivi  le  grazie  in  abito  gicconda 
Una  Rcina  aiutavano  alparto. 
Si  bello  infante  n'apparia,  chil  mondo 
Non  ebbe  uh  tal  dalfecol  prims  a  I  quarto. 
I'cdeafi  Giove?  e  Mercurlo  facondo, 
Vcncrc,  e  Marie,  che  Taveano  fparto 
A  man  piene,  e  fpargean  d'eterei  fioriy 
Di  dolce  ambrojia,  e  di  ceiejli  odori. 

86. 

Ippolito,  diceva  Una  fcrittura 
Sopra  le  fajce  in  Icttere  tnir.ute. 
In  eta  poi  piu  ferma  la  Ventura 
L'avea'per  many,  e  innanzi  era  Virtutc. 
Mojirava  nuove  genti  la  pittura 
Con  vejle,  e  chiome  lunghe,  che  venute 
A  domandar  da  parte  di  Corvino 
Erano  al  padre  il  tenero  bambino. 

87. 

Da  Ercole  partirft  riverentf 
Si  vcde,  e  da  la  madre  Leonora  ; 
£  venir  Ju '/  Danubio,  ove  la  gente 
Corre  a  vederlo,  e  come  un  Dia  fadora. 
Vedefi  il  Re  de  gli  Ungheri  prudent  e, 
Cbe'J  maturofapere  arnmira,  e  onora 
In  nan  matura  eta  tenera,  e  m:lle^ 
Efopra  tutti  ifuoi  baron  f  eftolle. 

88. 

P«,  cbe  ne  gfinfantili,  e  teneri  annl 
Lofcettro  di  Strigonia  in  man  gli  pone. 
Sempre  il  fanciullo  fe  gli  <vede  cYpanni^ 
Sia  nel  palagio,  Jia  nel padiglione, 
O  contra  Turchi,  o  contra  gli  Alemannl 
£htel  Re  pojjente  faccia  ejpedizione ; 
Ippolito  gli^i  apprefo,  e  jijfo  attendt 
A  m  agnanimi  gejtiy  e  virtu  aib,  <ndc. 


Helen  the  name  was  of  the  beauteous  Hie, 
For  whom  this  tent  he  did  to  Proteus  give: 
Then  thro'  the  hands  pafs'd  of  each  Ptolemy, 
Till  Cleopatra  did,  their  heir,  furvive; 
Agrippa's  force,  in  the  Leucadian  fea, 
'Mongft  other  fpoils,  did  her  of  this  deprive; 
Then,  to  Auguftus  and  Tiberius  come, 
This,  until  Conftantine,  was  kept  in  Rome. 

84. 

That  Conftantine,  thro'  whom  muft  ftill  lament, 
While  round  the  heavens  roll,  Italia  fair  : 
Conftantine,  then  with  Tiber  difcontent, 
Did  to  Byzantium  this  rich  cov'ring  bear : 
Melifs  from  other  Conftantine  this  fent : 
Of  gold  the  ftrings,  the  pegs  of  iv'ry  were, 
With  fineft  figures  all  embroider'd  through. 
Such  as  Apelles'  pencil  never  drew. 

85. 

The  Graces  three,  in  gay  accoutrement, 
In  child-birth  there  attended  on  a  Queen : 
So  fair  a  child  ne'er  to  the  world  was  fent, 
Nor,  in  the  firft  three  ages,  fuch  was  feen : 
Here  Jove  was  {hewn,  and  Merc'ry  eloquent, 
Venus  and  Mars,  who  fprinkling  now  had  been 
O'er  him  etherial  ftow'rs,  with  hands  replete, 
Of  odours  heav'nly,  and  ambrofia  fweet. 

86. 

Hippolito,  there,  was  difcover'd  wrote, 
In  letters  fmall,  upon  the  fwadling  band : 
Fortune,  when  to  a  ftronger  age  he's  got, 
Virtue  before  him,  held  him  by  the  hand : 
New  folks  the  picture  ftiow'd,  on  other  fpot, 
Who,  with  long  hair  and  vefts,  feem'd  there  to 
As  they,  on  Corvin's  part,  came  to  require 
This  tender  little  infant  from  his  fire. 

87- 

From  Hercules  to  go  he  rev'rently 
Is  fhown,  and  from  his  mother  Leonore, 
And  come  upon  the  Danube :  him  to  fee, 
The  people  run,  and  like  a  God  adore : 
There  is  the  prudent  King  of  Hungary, 
Who  fees,  and  does  revere  his  fenfe  mature 
In  thefe  his  immature  and  tender  days, 
And  him,  above  his  Barons  all,  does  raife. 

88. 

There's  fome,  who,  in  his  infant  tender  years, 
Him  with  Strigonia's  fceptre  do  prefent : 
The  youth  upon  the  picture  ftill  appears, 
Whether  he's  in  the  palace,  or  the  tent, 
Or  when  'gainft  Tprks,  or  'gainft  the  Germans  bears 
This  powVful  King  his  warlike  armament, 
Hippolito  is  near  him,  fix'd  attends 
To  his  vaft  deeds,  and  valour  apprehends. 
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Quiviji  vede,  come  il  fior  difpenji 
Defuoi  primi  annl  in  difciplina,  ed  arte ; 
Fufco  gli  e  apprejfi,  che  gli  occulti  fenji 
Chiari  gli  ejpone  de  fantiche  carte  : 
Qitejlo  fchivar,  quejio  feguir  convienft, 
Se  immortal  brami,  e  gloriofo  farte, 
Par,  che  gli  dica  ;  con  avea  ben  finti 
I  gejli  lor,  chi  gia  gli  avea  dipinti. 

90. 

Poi  Cardinale  appar,  ma  giovinetta 
Seder  in  ^aticano  a  Concijloro, 
E  con  facondia  aprir  Valto  intelletto, 
Efar  di  fejlupir  tutto  quel  Coro. 
£>iial  jia  dunque  cojlui  a" eta  perfetta  ? 
(Parean  con  maraviglia  dir  tra  loro) 
Ofe  di  Pietro  mai  gli  tocca  il  manto^ 
Che  fortunata  eta,  che  fecol  fanta  ! 

91. 

In  altra  parte  i  liberali  fpaj/i 
Erano,  e  i  giochi  del  giovtne  illuJJre, 
Or  gli  orfi  affronta  su  gli  alpini  fajji ; 
Ora  i  cinghiali  in  valle  ima,  e  palujire  .* 
Or  stfn  gionnetto  par,  che'l  vento  pajji, 
Seguendo  o  caprio,  o  cerva  moltilujlre ; 
Che  giunta,  par,  che  bipartita  cada 
In  parti  uguali  a  unjol  colpo  di  fpada* 

92. 

Di  Filofofi aftrove,  e  di  Poet'r 
Si  vcde  in  mezzo  un'onorata  fqitadra. 
^ttel  gli  dipinge  il  corfo  de'pianeti, 
Quejti  la  terra,  quegl'il  cielglifquadra  : 
ueti  mejie  elegie,  quei  verfi  lieti, 

cant  a  eroici,  c  qualche  oda  leggladra  > 

afcolta,  e  varijuoni  altrove : 
Nejenza  fomma  grazia  un  pajfo  move, 

93-    . 

/;/  que/la  pnma  parte  era  dipmta 
Del  I'ublimv  garzon  la.  puerizia. 
Cajfandra  t altra  avea  tutta  dijlinta 
J)i  gejii  di  prudenza,  di  giuftizia, 
Di  vukr-,   di  modejlia,  e  di  la  quint a^ 
Che  tien  con  lor  JlrettiJJwia  am/cizia, 
Dico  de  la  virtu,  che  donay  e  jpende; 
De  le  quai  tutte  illuminate  fplende. 

.  9.4" 
In  quefta  parte  U  gl ovine  fi  vcde 

Col  Duca  sfortunato.  de  gl'  Infulri, 
Ch\t-a  in  pace  a  configiio.  con  lui  fade, 
Ora  armato  can  lid  j'piega  i  Colubri : 
E  fempre  par  d'utia  medefma  fede, 
O  nefclici  temp'^  o  ne  i  lugubri  : 
Ne  la  fuga  lo  fegue,  e  lo  conforta 

,  gK  e  net periglio  fcorta. 


89. 


415 


Here  he  is  feen,  where  he  the  flow'r  does  ufe 
Of  his  prime  years  in  difcipline  and  art ; 
Fufcus  is  near  him,  who  the  fenfe  abflrufe 
O'th'  antient  books  does  to  him  clear  impart; 
'Tis  fit,  this  he  avoids,  and  this  perfues, 
If  to  immortal  be  he  has  at  heart, 
It  feem'd,  he  faid :  fo  lively  had  expreft 
The  needle,  ev'n  the  thoughts  were  manifcflr, 

90. 

Then,  but  a  youth,  as  Cardinal  appears, 
In  counfel  fitting  in  the  Vatican, 
And  his  high  thoughts  with  eloquence  declares, 
And  makes  the  circle  all  amaz'd  remain  : 
What  will  this  perfon  be  in  riper  years  ? 
'Mongft  them  tliey  feem  to  fay,  furpriz'd  amain, 
O,  fhould  he  ever  wear  Saint  Peter's  veft ! 
How  fortunate  the  age !  what  Period  bleft ! 

91. 

The  lib'ral  paftimes,  in  another  place, 
Of  the  illuftrious  youth,  and  fportings  were, 
Now  in  the  vale,  or  marfh,  the  boar  docs  face,. 
Now  o'er  the  Alpine  rocks  aflaults  the  bear, 
Now,  on  his  hunter,  feems  the  wind  t 'outpace, 
Foll'wing  the  goat,  or  lofty-antler'd  deer, 
Which,  overtaken,  cleft  in  twain  feems  lay'd, 
In  equal  parts,  'at  one  ftroke  of  his  blade. 

92. 

'Midft  troop  of  Poets,  honour'd  for  their  hyr 
And  of  Philofophers,  he's  feen  elfewhere ; 
This  to  him  marks  the  planets  wand 'ring  way, 
This  to  him  earth,  and  that  does  heaven  fquare  ; 
This  mournful  elegies,  that  verfes  gay, 
This  fings  heroics,  or  Pindaric  atr  r 
Mufic  he  hears,  the  vary'd  founds  he  love?, 
Nor  without  utmofr.  grace  one  fbp  he  moves, 

93- 
In  this  firft  part  was,  painted  there,  defcry'd, 

Of  this  fublime  young  man  the  youthful  days  :: 

CafTandra  wholly  t'other  did  divide, 

And  a<fls  of  Prudence,  Juflke  there  difplay'd,. 

Of  Valour,  Modt?ft>v  the  fifth,  r.Jly\ir 

"Which  holds  itfelf  with  them  in  Hi  ic'h-fV  ways, 

That  virtue  is,  which  fpends,  nnd  \vhich  beftowsj. 

By  \vhich  illumin'dhe  wi*h  fplsndor  glows. 

94- 

In  t'other  part  one  might  the  young  man  fee, 
With  the  Infubrian  Duke  unfornmate,. 
With  him  at  ccunfel,  in  tranquillity, 
Now  arm'd  with  him  his  ferpent  fhicU  dilate^. 
And  ever  feems  of  like  fidelity, 
Or  in  a  happy,  or  in  gloomy  fbue ; 
In  flight,  he  follows  him  ;  ar.d  in  his  grief 
Comforts,  and  in  his  danger  brings  relief,- 
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95' 


Si  vtae  cttrov'f  a  granpenfien  inter-to 
Per  j flute  f.£f*tf*>  e  di  Ferrara  ; 
CJfc  I'd  tenant's  per  Jtrano  argoirento 
£  trc<uay  e  fa  veder  per  cifa  cbiara, 
Jl  giujUjJlmo  frate  il  tradimento^ 
Che  fit  uja  la  famigliafua  pi;t  car  a  ; 
E  fir  quejh  ji  fa  del  name  erede^ 
Che  Konia  a  Cucron  liber  a  dude* 

96. 

I'edefi  altrove  in  arme  rilucente, 
Cb'ad  aitttar  la  Chiefa  infretia  corre  j 
E  con  tutnultuarifi,  e  poca  gente 
A  un'efercito  ijtrutio  Ji  roa  opporre  ; 
E  Jo/o  il  ritrovarfi  egli  prejente 
Tanto  a  gli  ecclcJiajHci  foccorre^ 
Cbilfoco  ejiingue  pria,  ch'arder  com\ncc\ 
Si  che  puo  dir,  che  vune^  e  vede^  e  vince. 

97-. 

Vtdefi  altrove  da  la  patria  riva 
Pugnai  in  ontra  la  pill  forte  armata, 
Che  contra  Turchi,  o  contra  gente  Argiva 
DctVentVMni  tnai  JoJJe  ntandata* 
La  rompe,  e  vime,  ed  al  fratel  captiva 
Cin  la  gran  preda  I' ha  tutta  dsnata  ; 
N.  per  fe  vede  altro  fcrbarfi  /#;', 
Che  I  onor  Jo/j  che  nan  puo  dare  altrui, 

,.    98. 

Le  donne^  e  i  cavalier  miranofji 
Kenza  trarne  cojirutto^  le  fgure ; 
perchl  non  hanno  apprejfo,  chi  li  awiji9 
Che  tutte  quellefun  cofe  future. 
Prendon  placer  e  a  riguardare  i  viji 
Belli,  e  ben  fatti,  e  legger  le  fcrttture : 
Sol  Bradamante  da  Melijfa  injlrutta 
Code  trafe^  che  fa  I'ijiona  tutta. 

99. 

Ruggjer,  ancorch'apar  di  Bradamante 
Non  ne  fia  dotto,  pur  gli  torna  a  merit  e, 
Chefra  i  nipoti  fuoi  gli  folca  Atlatite 
Commendar  quejia  Ippolito  fovente. 
Chi  potria  in  verfi  a  pieno  dir  le  tante 
Cortcftt)  che  fa  Carlo  ad  ogni  gente  ? 
Di  vari  giochi  e  fempre  fe/ta  grande^ 
E  la  mcnfa  ognor  piena  di  vivandc. 

IOO. 

Vfdejl  qui-vi  chi  e  busn  cavaliero  ; 
Che  iii  Jon  mi  lie  lance  il  giorno  rotte  ; 
Fanji  battaglie  a  piedi,  ed  a  dejiriero^ 
Aitre  accoi-.piate^  altre  confufc  infrotte  : 
Piu  dtgli  alt)  i  valor  mojira  Ruggiero, 
Che  vince  (cmpre,  e  giojlra  il  di  e  la  nottc ; 
E  CGSI  in  danza,  in  lotto \  ed  in  ogni  opra 
Scmpre  con  malto  onor  rejia  di  fopra. 


95- 


Elfewhere  he's  fcen,  on  mighty  thought  intoit, 
Forfafetv  of "Alphonfo,  and  Fernre, 
As  fearching  out,  by  wond'rous  argument, 
And  finds,  aucl  makes  perceiv'd,  by  matter  clear, 
To  his  ju(t  brother  the  bafe  detihnent, 
Which  'gainft  him  plot  his  fami-ly  moft  dear, 
And  for  this  claims  the  name,  by  right,  to  have, 
Which  Rome,  \vhen  freed,  to  Cicero  once  gave. 

96. 

Eifewhere  himfelf  in  fhining  arms  does  fhe\v, 
Where  he,  to  aid  the  church,  in  hurry,  goes, 
And,  \vith  a  croud  tumultuous  and  few, 
An  army  difciplin'd  himfelf  oppofe, 
And,  himfelf"  only  fetting  to  their  view, 
Such  help  he  on  the  church's  fons  beJftows, 
The  fire  he  queuch'd,  ere  it  to  burn  begun, 
That  may  be  (aid,  he  came,  he  faw,  he  won. 

97- 

Elfewhere  he's  feen,  from  his  paternal  ftream 
Fighting,  againft  the  mightieft  armament, 
That,  'gainft  the  Turks,  or  'gainft  the  Grecian  name, 
By  the  Venetians  had  been  ever  fent : 
Routs,  conquers,  and  does  to  his  brother  feetn 
The  wealthy  fpoils,  and  captives,  to  prefcnt, 
Nor  for  himfelf  to  gain  aught  would  he  fhow, 
But  honour  only,  which  he  can't  beftow. 

98. 

The  cavaliers  and  ladies  fix'd  their  fight, 
Without  conceiving  what  thefe  figures  meant, 
As  none  they'ad  near  to  give  them  knowledge  right. 
That  ail  thefe  things  concern'd  future  event: 
The  faces  to  behold  they  took  delight, 
Fair,  and  well  made,  and  writing  read  intent : 
Bradamant  only,  by  MelifTa  ftiown, 
Joys  in  herfelf,  as  the  whole  flory's  known. 

99- 

Ruggier,  altho'  not  like  to  Bradamant 
H"ad  been  inftrufted,  yet  did  comprehend, 
That  often,  'mongil  his  rrogeny,  Atlant 
Us'd  this  Hippolito  to  recommend. 
Who  could,  in  verfe,  the  many  bounties  chant, 
Which  Charles  to  all  the  people  did  extend  ? 
The  various  fpor-ts,  and  conftant  feaftings  great, 
And  tables  with  provifions  dill  replete  ? 

100. 

There  might  be  feen,  which  was  the  braveft  knight; 
For  thoufand  fpears  were  broke  there  in  a  day ; 
On  foot  and  horfeback  they  perform 'd  their  fight, 
Some  coupled,  fome  in  crouds  in  mingled  way : 
In  valour  Ruggier  fhow'd  than  all  more  bright, 
Who  morn  and  night  in  tilts  ftill  bore  the  fway, 
And  fo  in  dance,  in  wreftling,  and  each  feat, 
He  ftill  was  'bove  the  raft  in  honour  great. 

101. 
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V  ultimo  di,-  ne-Tora,  che'l  folenne 
Convito  era  a  gran  f eft  a  incominciato ; 
Che  Carlo  a  manfmtftra  Ruggier  tenne, 
E  Brada manic  avea  dal  dejlro  la  to ; 
Di  verfo  la  campagna  in  fretta  venne 
Contra  le  menfe  tin  cavaliero  armato, 
Tutto  coperto  egli,  el  dejtrier  di  nero, 
Di  gran  per  -fona,  £  di  fembiante  altiero. 

102. 

StueJFera  il  Re  d '  Algier,  che. per  lofcomo, 
Che  glifefopra  il  ponte  la  donzella, 
Giurato  avea  di  non  porfi  arme  intorna, 
Nejiringer  fpada,  nl  montare  in  fella , 
Fin  cbe  non  fojfe  un  anno,  un  mefe,  e  un  giorno 
State,  come  Eremita,  entro  una  cella. 
Coil  a  quel  tempo  folean  per  fejiejji 
Punirji  i  cavalier  di  tali  eccejfi. 

103. 

Se  ben  di  Carlo  in  quejlo  mezzo  intefe, 
E  del  Re  fuo  S ignore  ogni  fuccejjo  j 
Per  non  disdirfi,  non  piu  I* arme  prefer 
Che  fe  non  pertenej/'e  ilfatto  ad  ejfi : 
Ma  poi  che  tutto  I' anno,  e  tutto'l  mefe 
Vedefinito,  e  tutto'l  giorno  appreffo  ; 
Con  nuove  arme,  e  cavallo,  e  fpadat  e  lancia 
A  la  carte  ne  wen  quivi  di  Franda, 

104. 

Senza  fmontar,  finza  chinar'la  t(ftay 
E  ftnzafegno  alcun  di  river  enza, 
Mojlra  Carlo  fprezzar  con  la  fua  gejlay 
E  di  tanti  Signer  I'alta  prefenza. 
Maravigliofo,  e  attonito  ognun  refta, 
Cheftpigti  cojlui  tanta  licenza. 
Lafciano  i  cibi,  e  la f dan  le  parole, 
Per  afcoltar  do,  che'l  guerrier  dir  vuole, 

105. 

Poi  ckeftt  a  Carlo,  ed  a  Ruggiero  a  fronte, 
Con  alta  voce,  ed  orgogliofo  grido, 
Son,  dijje,  il  Re  di  Sarza  Rodomontt, 
Cht  te  Ruggier o  a  la  battaglia  sjido  j 
E  qui  ti  vo',  prima  che'l  Sol  tramontc, 
Provar,  ch'al  tuo  Signor  feijtato  infido', 
E  che  non  merti,  che  fei  traditore, 
Fra  quejii  cavalier  i  akuno  onore, 

106. 

Benche  tua  fellonia  ft  vegga  apcrtay 
Per  che  ejfendo  Crijtian  non  puoi  negarla  ; 
Pur  per  far  la  apparere  anco  piu  certa, 
In  quejlo  campo  vengoti  a  provarla ; 
E  Je  perfona  hai  qui,  che  faccia  offerta 
Di  combatter  per  te,  voglio  accettarla. 
Se  nonbajla  una,  e  quattra,  e  fei  n'accetfo  J 
£  a  tutte  manterro  qud,  cb'io  /'/;<?  dett9, 
VOL,  II, 


io  r. 

On  the  laft  day,  the  hour  the  folemn  feallr 
Was  juft  commenc'd  in  entertainment  grand, 
When  Charles  at  his  left  fide  had  Ruggier  pLic'd, 
And  Bradamante  upon  his  right-hand, 
From  tow'rds  the  country  enter'd  there  in  hafte, 
A  knight,  who  arm'd  did  'fore  the  tables  ftand> 
Himfelf  and  horfe  with  black  all  cover'd  o'er, 
Of  ftature  vaft,  who  lofty  femblance  bore  I 

102. 

This  of  Algiers  the  King,  who  for  the  fcorn, 
Which  on  the  bridge  to  him  had  done  the  maid, 
Had  fwore,  his  arms  (hould  not  by  him  be  worn, 
Nor  would  he  faddle  mount,  nor  draw  his  blade> 
Until  a  year,  a  month,  a  day,  forlorn, 
Juft  like  a  hermit  in  his  cell,  he  ftay'd : 
So,  of  their  own  accord  us'd  in  thofe  times 
The  knights  themfelves  to  punifh  for  fuch  crimes. 

103, 

Tho'  of  King  Charles  in  the  mean  time  he"  heard, 
And  of  the  King  his  matter  each  event, 
His  arms  he  takes  not,  not  to  break  his  worJ, 
As  if  it  were  not  to  him  pertinent; 
But  foon  as  the  whole  year  h"ad  perfever'd, 
And  the  whole  month  and  day  was  almcft  {pent, 
With  armour  new,  and  horfe,  and  fword,  and  lance^ 
He  thither  came  now,  to  the  court  of  France. 

104. 

Without  dismounting,  without  head  bow'd  down,. 
And  without  any  fign  of  courtefy, 
That  Charles  he  fcorn'd,  was  by  his  gefturc  fhownr 
And  of  fo  many  Lords  the  prefence  high : 
Amaz'd,  with  wonder  fill'd  was  ev'ry  one, 
That  this  man  took  on  him  fuch  liberty : 
They  ceafe  their  converfe,  and  they  quit  their  fare, 
What  would  this  warrior  fay,  intent  to  hear. 

105. 

Soon  as  of  Charles,  and  Ruggier  In  the  front, 
He  with  loud  accent  faid,  and  haughty  cry, 
I  am  the  King  of  Sarza,  Rodomont, 
Who  thee,  Ruggier,  to  battle  now  defy : 
And  I,  ere  hides  the  fun  behind  yon  mount, 
Will  prove  againft  your  Lord  your  perfidy, 
And  that  you  merit  not, — a  Traytor  thou, 
Thefe  knights  to  thee  fhould  any  honour  ihow, 

106. 

Altho'  thy  villainy  is  feeu  moft  clear, 
As,  being  Chriftian,  thou  canft  not  deny, 
To  make  it  yet  more  certainly  appear, 
I  in  this  field  am  come  a  proof  to  try  : 
And  if  thou  perfon  haft,  who  offers  here 
To  fight  for  thee,  here  to  accept  him  I ; 
If  one  fuffice  not,  four  or  fix  I'll  take, 
This  I'll  to  all  maintain ;  to  thee  I  fpeak, 

Hhh  107. 
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107. 


Puggiero  a  quel  parlar  ritto  levoj/e, 
£  con  licenza,  rifpofe,  di  Carlo ; 
Che  mentiva  egli?  e  qualunque  altro  foj/et 
Che  traditor  voieffe  norninarlo  ; 
Che  fempre  colfuo  Re  cosi  portojji, 
Che  giujlamente  alcun  non  puo  biafmarlo} 
E  ch'era  apparecchiato  a  fojienere^ 
Che  verfo  lui  fe  fempre  il  fuo  dovere  j 

108. 

E  ch'a  di  fender  la  fua  caufa  era  atta, 
Senza  torre  in  aiuto  Juo  veruno  ; 
E  che  Jperava  di  mojirargli  infatto^ 
Ch'affainavrebbe^  e  forfe  troppo  d'uno. 

f'.iivi  Rinaldo,  quivi  Orlando  trattoy 
uivi  il  Marchfje,  e'l  figliuol  bianco,  e'l  bruno, 
ua'on,  Marfifa,  contra  il  Pagan  fiero 
S'eran  per  la  difefa  di  Ruggiero  j 

109. 

ch'ejjendo  egli  nuovo  fpofa^ 
...  j  dovea  conturbar  le  proprie  nozze. 
Ruggier  rifpofe  lor  :  State  in  ripofo, 
Che  per  me  for  an  quejle  fcufe  jozze. 
L'arme,  che  tolfe  al  Tattaro  fanufo, 
fanner  o,  e  fur  tutte  le  lungbs  mozze. 
Gli  fproni  il  Conte  Orlando  a  Ruggier  Jlrinfe, 
£  Carlo  al  fianco  la  fpada  gli  cinfe. 

no. 

"Bradamante,  e  Marfifa  la  corazza 
Pofla  gli  avec.no ,  e  tutto I'altro  arnefe. 
Tenne  Ajhlfo  il  dejhler  di  buona  razzat 
Tenne  la  ft  (iff a  il  figlio  delDanefe. 
Feron  d' into)  no  far  fubito  piazza 
Rinaldo,  Nanioy  ed  Olivier  Afarcheje  : 
Cacciaroin  fretta  ognun  de  lojleccatoy 
jf  tai  bifogni  fempre  apparecchiato. 

Donne,  e  dtnzelle  conpallida  faccia 
Tinr-de^  a-  guija  di  colombe,  Jianno^ 
Che  dqgranoj  pufchi  a  i  nidi  caccia 
Rabbia  di  ventt,  che  fremendo  vanno 
Con  tuoni,  c  lampi,  e''l  nere  aer  minaccia 
Grandine,  e  pioggi;/,  a  campijlrage,  e  dannq< 
Timideflanno  per  Ruggier,  che  male 
A  quel  Jiera  Pagan  lor  parea  uguale. 

112. 

Cosi  a  tutta  la  phle,  e  a  la  pit/  parte 
Dei  cavalier  i,  e  de  i  baron  parea; 
Che  di  jnemi/ria  ancor  lor  non  fi  parte 
Quel*  ch'in  Pitrigi  il  Pagan  fatto  avea  \ 
Che  folo  (i  ffrro^  e  a  foco  una  gran  •parte 
flFavea  a;Jirutta,  e  ancos  vi  rimanca^ 
£  rimarra  per  mold  giorni  il  jc?no  ; 
Ni  maggior  danrto  alironds  cLi-c  autl  regnq. 


At  this  difconrfe  Ruggiero  upright  flood, 
And,  with  King  Charles's  leave,  anfwer'd  the  fame: 
That  he  had  ly'd,  and  be  whoe'er  he  wou'd, 
Who  was  inclin'd,  a  traytor  him  to  name : 
That  ever  fo  he  to  his  Lord  had  fhow'd, 
That,  juftly,  no  one  could  on  him  lay  blame : 
And  that  he  now  was  ready  to  make  known, 
That  tow'rds  him  dill  his  duty  he  had  done : 

108. 

And  this  his  caufe  he  fit  was  to  defend, 
Tho'  he  to  his  affiftance  call'd  in  none : 
And  that  he  hop'd  to  make  him  comprehend, 
That  h"ad  enough,  perhaps  too  much,  of  one. 
Thither  Rinaldo,  there  Orlando  tend, 
The  Marquis  there,  the  brothers  white  and  brown, 
Dudon,  Marphifa,  who  all  eager  were, 
To  combat  the  fierce  Pagan  for  Ruggier ; 

109. 

Shewing,  that  he,  become  a  fpoufe  fo  late,, 
His  proper  nuptials  ought  not  to  confufe  : 
Ruggier  to  them  reply'd :  In  quiet  wait, 
Mean  would,  for  me,  be  fuch  a  vile  excufe. 
The  arms,  he  from  the  Tartar  fam'd  did  get, 
Were  brought,  which  were  all  nicely  trim'd  for  ufe, 
His  fpurs  upon  Ruggier  Orlando  bound, 
And  Charles  his  fide  did  with  his  fword  (unround. 

1 10. 

Bradamant  and  Marphifa  on  him  lace 
His  armour,  and  his  other  drefs  put  on  j 
Aftolfo  held  the  horfe  of  gallant  race ; 
His  {Yirrup  held  the  Danifh  Ugier's  fon, 
And  all  around  them  fuddenly  made  place, 
Namo,  Rinald,  Marquis  Olivier  foon 
Drove  ev'ry  one  from  the  inclofed  ground,. 
Which  for  this  ufe  is  ever  ready  found, 

in. 

Damfels  and  ladies,  with  a  pallid  face, 
Juft  like  to  pigeons,  fland  affrighted  by, 
Whom  from  their  grainy  feed  to  their  nefts  chnce 
The  raging  winds,  which,  roaring  as  they  fly, 
With  thunder,  lightning,  and  black  air,  menace 
With  hail  and  rain  the  country  to  deftroy : 
Frighted  they  ftand,  as  fcarce  to  them  Ruggier 
To  the  fierce  Saracin  can  Teem  the  peer, 

1 12. 

So  all  the  people,  and  majority 
Of  Cavaliers,  and  of  the  Barons  thought; 
For  that  yet  had  not  left  their  memory, 
That,  which  the  Pagan  had  in  Paris  wrought, 
Who  fole  with  fword  and  fire  great  quantity 
Defivoy'd  ;  and  yet  remain'd  upon  that  fpot 
The  marks,  and  fHll  for  lorj;  time  ihall  remain; 
Nor  glfewhcre  did  that  kingdom  fo  great  il!  futV-.j, 

113. 
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t  piu  ch'a  tutti  gli  a/tri,  it  core, 
A  Eradamante  ;  non  ch'ella  credejje, 
Cbil  Saracin  di  forza,  e  di  valore^ 
Che  vien  dal  cor,  piu  di  Ruggier  potejfe  ; 
Nt  che  ragion,  chefpej/b  da  tonore 
Achi  J'baft'co,  Rodomonte  avejje  : 
Purjlare  ella  nonpubfenza  Jofpetto, 
Che  di  temere  amando  ha  degno  effetto. 

114. 

O  quanta  volentier  foprafe  tolta 
L,'ifnprefa  avria  di  quella  pugna  incerta; 
Anew  che  rimaner  di  vitajciolta 
Per  quella  foffe  Jlata  piu  che  certa. 
Avria  eletto  a  morir  piu  d'una  vilta, 
Se  puo  piu  d'una  morte  ejjer  fofferta  ; 
Piu  to/to  che  patir,  che'lfuo  conforte 
Si  ponejfe  a  pericol  de  la  morte. 

115. 

Ma  non  fa  ritrovar  preg  j,  che  vaglia, 
Per  che  Ruggiera  a  lei  I'imprefa  lafci. 
A  riguardar  adunque  la  battaglia 
Csn  mefto  vifo>  e  cor  trepidojiajfi. 
£)uinci  Ruggier  ,  quindi  il  Pagan  fife  figli  a, 
E  vengonfi  a  trovar  ca  i  ferri  bajjj. 
Le  Lance  a  Pivcantrar  parver  di  gdo^ 
1  tro.ncbi  augelli  a  falir  verfo  il  delo* 

1  1  6. 

La  lamia  del  Pagan,  che  venne  a  cor  re 
Lofiudo  a  m-ezo^fe  debate  effetto  ; 
Tantalacciar^  che  pel  famofo  Ettorre 
1~ernprato  avea  Vulcano^  era  perfetttt. 
Ruegier  la  lancia  parimente  a  porre 
G.li  ando  a  lofcudoj  e  gltelo  pafso  netto  ; 
Tutto  chefo/g  apprtjfo  un  palnw  grojfi, 
i  fuor  d'atciarOy  e  in  mezzo 


117. 

£",  fe  nan,  che  la  lancia  nonfoJJenne 
II  grave  Jcontro,  i  mancb  al  primo  ajfalto  ; 
E  rotta  in  fchegge,  e  in  tronchi  aver  le  pennt 
Parve  per  faria,  tanto  volo  in  alto  ; 
L'ufbergi  apria  (i:  furl  of  a  venue] 
Sefo[jeJ1ato  adamantino  fmalto  ; 
E  finia  la  battaglia,  mafi  rcppe  j 
Pof&o  in  terra  ambi  i  dejlrier  U  grcppt. 

118. 

Con  brigl'te^  ejpreni  i  Cavalicrl  injianda, 
Rifalirftronjubita  i  dejlrier  -i  ; 
E  donde  giltar  I'afie,  prefo-  il  brand* 
Si  tornaro  af&rir  crudelL,  e  fieri  : 
Di  qua,  di  la  cpn  tnacjhia  girando* 
Gli  animofi  cavalli  atti^  e  leggieri^. 
Con  If  pungenti  fpade  incominciara 
A  tentar,  dwt  il  fsrro  era  piu  raro. 


113. 

The  heart  of  Bradamant  at  greater  rate, 
Than  of  the  reft,  trembled :  not  that  flic  thought, 
The  Saracin,  in  ftrength,  or  Courage  great 
Of  heart,  could  overpow'r  her  Ruggier  aught, 
Nor  that  the  right,  where  oft  fuccefs  does  wait 
On  thofe  who  have  it,  Rodomont  had  got : 
Yet  from  her  could  fhe  not  her  doubts  remove, 
As  fear's  the  laudable  effect  of  love. 

114. 

Oh  !  on  herfelf  would  fhe,  how  willingly  \ 
Of  this  uncertain  fight  th'  emprize  have  ta'en, 
Altho'  to  be  of  Ufe  depriv'd  thereby, 
She  more  than  even  certain  fhould  remain : 
She  would  have  chofen,  more  than  once  to  die, 
If  more  than  one  death  able  to  fuftain, 
Rather  than  fuffer,  that  her  confort  dear, 
Himfelf  to  rifque  fhould  put,  his  fate  to  fliare. 

115. 

But,  that  could  aught  avail,  no  pray'r  fhe  knew, 
From  th'  enterprize  to  make  Ruggier  depart, 
Wherefore,  to  have  the  combat  in  her  view, 
She  flood,  with  mournful  look,  and  trembling  heart. 
This  way  Ruggier,  the  Pagan  that  way  threw, 
And  ftrive  their  falling  weapons  to  impart : 
Their  lances,  at  their  meeting,  feem  like  ice, 
The  bits,  like  birds,  which  mount  up  to 

116. 

The  Pagan's  lance,  with  which  he  ran  inflam'd 
'Midft  t'other's  fhield,  but  weak  effect  difplay'd, 
As  'twas  of  fteel,  which  once  for  Hector  fam'd 
Vulcan  had  tcmper'd,  and  had  perfect  made  .* 
His  lance  Ruggiero  in  like  manner  aiin'd, 
Pufh'd  at  his  fhield,  and  thro'  it  clean  convey M, 
Tho'  a  palm's  thicknefs  'twas,  or  near  upon, 
Outfide  and  infide  fteel,  the  middle  bone. 

117. 

And  but  for  that  the  meeting  dread  the  fpear 
Could  not  fnftain,  and  at  firft  pufh  did  break, 
Snapping  in  bits,  and  fplinter?,  wirgs  to  bear, 
Which  feem'd,  i'th'  air  fuch  lofty  flight  they  take, 
So  fierce  it  came,  it  wou-ld  hiscorflet  tear, 
Of  adamantine  cement  tho'  its  make  r 
And  finifli'd  had-  the  combat,  but  it  fnapt : 
On  earth  upon  their  haunches  each  horie  clapt.. 

118. 

The  knights  with  bits  and-  fpur s  ft-ill  workmg,  made 
Their  horfesin  an  inftant  get  upright : 
And,,  cafting  by  their  fpears,  each  hikes  his  blade,. 
Then  fierce  and  cpuel  tnra  them  each  ro  finite: 
In  circles,  here  and  there,  their  flcill-  difplgy'd     v 
Their  horfes,  valorous,  adrok,  and- light: 
Now  with  their  pungent  weapons  thc>y  begin, 
To  fearch  out  where  their  anr.our  is  inoft  thin. 
Hhh  z 
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116, 

Non  f,  trovo  lo  fcoglio  del  ferpente, 
Cbe  fu  $1  duro,  al  petto  Rodcmonte, 
Ne  dl  Nembrottt  la  fpada  tagliente, 
N-Slfolito  elma  ebbe  qnel  dl  a  la  frolic ; 
Cbe  I' u fate  arme,  quando  fu  per  dent  e 
Contra  la  Donna  di  Dor  dona  al  pc»te, 
Lafciato  avea  fojpej'e  a  Ifacri  mar  mi  y 
Cj,-:ie  dijopra  aaernii  detto  parml. 

1 2O. 

Egli  avea  un'altra  afjai  bnona  armadura\ 
Non  come  era  la  pnma  gic:  perfetta  : 
JV/a  nc  quejla,  ne  qudla^  ne  piu  dura 
A  Balifarda  Ji  Jar  ebbe  retta; 
A  cui  non  cjia  incanto,  tie  fattura, 
N?  finezzad'acc'n.r,  ne  tempra  eletta. 
Ruggier  di  qua,  dl  la  si  ben  lavcra, 
Cb'al  Pagan  I' arme  in  piu  d'un  loco  fora. 

Quandofi  vide  in  tante  parti  rof/e 

II  Pagan  I  arme,  e  non  poter  jchivare^ 

Cbe  la  piu  parte  di  queile  perccjfe 

£//  andajfe  la  cat  r.e  a  ritrovare  ; 

nor  raibia,  a  piii  furor  ft  mojfe^ 
Ch'a  mezzo  il  verno  u  ter/ipejlojo  mare. 
Gilta  lojcttdO)  e  a  tutiofuo  potere 
Su  I'elmo  di  Ruggiero  a  due  man  fere. 

122. 

Con  quella  ejlrema  forzd,  cbe  per  cote 
La  machiaa^  elfin  Pojla  su  due  navi, 
E  levata  con  uomini,  e  con  rote 
Coder  ft  lafcia  sit  le  aguzze  travi  ; 
Fere  il  Pagan  Ruggier ',  quanta  piiipuote 
Con  ambe  man^  fcpra  ogni  pefo  gravi. 
Gir,va  I'elmo  incantato,  cbe  J'enza  ejjo 
Lui  colcavalio  avria  in  un  colpo  fejjb. 

123. 

Ruggier  and  due  volte  a  capo  cbino^ 
E  per  coder  e  e  braccia^  e  gambe  aperfe. 
Racldcppia  il  Jiero  colpo  il  Saracino ; 
Che  quel  non  abbia  tempo  a  rlaverfe. 
Poivien  col  tcrzo  ancor^  ma  il  brando  fino 
S.  lungo  martillar  piu  non  fofferfe  \ 
Cbe  vslo  in  pezzi,  ed  al  crudel  Pagans 
Dljarmata  Injcio  dl  jc  la  mono. 

Rodomonte  per  quejto  non  s'arrefta; 
fyla  s'avve  ta  a  kuggier^  che  nulla  fente9 
In  tal  >>iodo  intronita  avea  la  tejla^ 
In  tal  mcdo  ojfufcata  avea  la  mente  : 
Ala  ben  dal  Jo''t<io  il  Sara^in  lo  dcjla  ; 
Gli  cinge  il  coilo  col  Lru^cio  pcfjentgy 
E  con  tal  nodo,  e  ^a-\ta  forza  at] err  a, 
Lbe  de  I' arm  a  b  y  ,-^'/t-,  e  caaiu  in  terra. 
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119. 


The  ferpent's  fcaly  fl:in  now  was  not  found, 
Which  was  fo  hard,  at  Rodomonte's  breaft : 
Nor  of  Nimrod  the  fword,  fo  fkill'd  to  wound, 
Nor  on  his  head  this  day  his  wonted  crefl : 
His  ufual  arms,  which,  to  the  dame  renown'd 
Of  Dordon,  at  the  bridge  he  loft,  diftreft, 
H"ad  left  upon  the  facred  marble  hung  ; 
As,  I  conceive,  to  you  before  I  lung. 

120. 

He  had  another  armour,  vaftly  good, 
Not  as  the  firft  to  full  perfection  brought ; 
But  this,  nor  that,  nor  hardeft  could  be  fiiew'd 
'Gainft  Balifard  could  make  refiftance  anght, 
Which  neither  charm,  or  forcery  withftood, 
Nor  fineft  fteel,  of  chofen  temper  wrought : 
This  way  and  that  about  him  Ruggier  lays, 
The  Pagan's  arms  he  bores  in  many'  a  place. 

121. 

When  in  fo  many  parts  the  Pagan  fees 
His  armour  bloody,  nor  can  way  contrive, 
But  that  great  number  of  thefe  batteries 
Should  enter  in,  and  to  his  flefh  arrive : 
In  greater  fury,  and  more  rage  he  flies, 
Than  winter  ftorms  the  fea  tempeftuous  drive : 
Cafts  down  his/hield,  and  with  his  utmoft  might, 
Two-handed  upon  Ruggier's  helm  does  fmite. 

122. 

•With  fuch-like  force  extream,  which  the  machine 
Strikes,  on  the  Po,  which  in  two  velfels  ilands, 
And  rais'd  on  high  by  men  and  wheels  has  been, 
Falls  on  the  timber  (harp  with  iron  bands, 
The  Pagan  fmites  Ruggier,  with  might  and  main, 
Heavy  above  all  weight,  with  both  his  hands : 
His  fhield  enchanted  help'd ;  for,  without  it, 
Him  and  his  horfe  'twould,  at  one  blow,  have  fplit. 

173. 

Ruggier  twice  finking  did  his  head  recline, 
And,  falling,  arms  and  legs  extended  wide  : 
His  furious  flroke  repeats  the  Saracin, 
That  to  recover  him  no  time  be  try'd, 
Then  made  a  third ;  but  now  his  fword  fo  fine, 
So  long  a  hamm'ring  could  no  more  abide, 
It  flew  to  bits,  and  the  fierce  Pagan  left 
Difarm'd,  his  hand  now  of  its  pow'r  bereft. 

124. 

Te%  for  all  that,  Rodomont  did  not  flay 
But  at  Ruggier  let  fly,  who's  as  'twere  blind, 
His  head  was  fhipefy'd  in  fuch  a  way, 
Darken'd  in  fuch  a  manner  was  his  mind ; 
But  him  afleep  the  Pagan  lets  not  lay, 
His  powerful  arms  about  his  neck  does  bind, 
And  with  fuch  means  and  force  he  held  him  faft, 
.  Puli'd  from  his  faddle,  him  to  ground  he  call. 
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Non  fit  in  terra  si  to/to,  cbe  riforfe 
Via  piu  cbe  d'ira^  di  vergogna  pieno  ; 
Pero  cbe  a  Br adamant  e  gli  occki  torfe, 
E  turbar  vide  il  bcl  vifo  fereno. 
Ella  al  coder  di  lu'i  rimafe  in  forfe, 
E  fu  la  vita  Jua  per  venir  meno. 
Ruggiero  ad  emendar  preflo  quell  onto 
Stringe  la  fpada,  e  col  Pagan  iaffronta. 

126. 

®)ue I  gli  urta  il  dejlrier  contra,  ma  Ruggiers 
Lo  fcanfa  accortamente,  e  fi  ritira, 
E  nelpajfare,  alfrenpiglia  il  dejlriera 
Con  la  man  manca,  e  intorno  lo  raggira  ; 
E  con  la  dejlra  intanto  al  Cavalier o 
per  ire  il  fianco,  o  ilventre,  oil  petto  mira\ 
E  di  dae  punte  fe  fcntirgli  angofcia, 
L'una  neifianco>  e  I'altra  ne  la  cojci.i. 

127. 

Rodomonte,  ch'in  mono  amor  tenea 
i!  pome,  e  I'elj'a  de  la  fpada  rotta, 
Ruggier  sit  I'elmo  in  guija  percotea, 
Che  lo  poteajlordire  a  I'altra  botta  : 
Ma  Ruggier,  cb'a  ragicn  vincer  dovea, 
Gli  prefe  il  bracdo^  e  tiro  tanto  allotta 
/iggiungendo  a  la  dejlra  I'altra  mano, 
Che  fuor  diftlla  al  Jin  trajje  il  Pagano. 

128. 

Sita  forza,  ofua  dc/lrezza  vuol^  checad* 
11  Pagan  «,  cb'a  Ruggier  rejli  al  paro. 
fo'dir,  cbe  cadde  in  pic  \  cbe  per  la  fpada 
Ruggier  o  avcrne  il  meglio  giudicaro. 
Ruggier  urea  il  Pagan  tenere  a  bada 
Lungi  da _/?,  ne  di  accojlarfiba  cars. 
Per  lui  nonfa  lafciar  venirfi  adojfi 
Un  corpo  cost  grande^  e  ccsi  gr^JJo. 

129. 

infanguinargli  pur  tuttavia  il fianct 
de^  e  la  cofcia,  e  Faltre  fue  ferite, 
Spera^  cbe  venga  a  poco  a  poco  mamo^ 
Si  cbe  al  Jin  gli  ablia  a  dar  vinta  la  lite. 
L'elfa  el  pome  civea  in  mano  il  Pagariancot 
E  con  tutte  le  furze  infieme  unite 
Da  fe  fcagUolli^  e  si  Ruggier  percoj/et 


125. 


Cbejtordito  ne  fu,  piu  cbe  mai  fojje. 

130. 

Nela  guanciadeFelmo,  e  ne  lafpalla 
Fu  Ruggier  colto,  eu  quel  colpijente, 
Che  tut  tone  vacilla^  e  neutral  alia, 
E  ritto  ft  fsftien  difficilnicnte. 
11  Pagan  vuole  enti  ar,  ma  il  pie  glifallat 
Che  per  la  cofcia  offefa  era  impotente, 
£'l  volerji  affrettar  piu  del  peter  e, 
Con  un  ginHchio  in  terra  Ufa 


No  fooner  on  the  ground,  but  up  he  rofe, 
Not  fo  much  fill'd  with  anger,  as  difgrace; 
For  that  to  Bradamant  his  eyes  he  throws, 
And  fees  the  calm  difturb'd  of  her  fweet  face : 
She  herfelf  juft  as  finking  to  him  (hows, 
And  as  if  life  \vere  in  declining  cafe : 
This  (hame  Rugglero  fuddenly  to  mend, 
Grafping  his  iword,  does  tow'rds  the  Pagan  tend. 

126. 

He  'gainft  him  pufli'd  his  palfrey;  but  Ruggier 
Stept  on  one  fide,  and  dextrouily  gave  ground, 
And  feiz'd  his  horfe's  bit,  as  parting  there, 
With  his  left-hand,  and  caus'd  him  wheel  around ; 
Meantime,  with  his  right-hand,  the  cavalier 
He  look'd  in  flank,  belly,  or  breaft,  to  wound : 
And  made  him  fufFcr  of  two  ftabs  the  woe, 
One  on  his  ribs,  t'other  his  flank  pierc'd  through. 

127. 

Rodomont,  in  his  hand  who  ftill  had  got 
The  hilts  and  pommel  of  his  weapon  broke, 
Ruggier  upon  the  helmet  futli  way  fnn.;t-' 
That  muft  have  flunn'd  him  with  another  flroke;     • 
But  Ruggier,  who  by  flcill  to  conquer  thought, 
Suddenly  pnll'd  him,  as  his  arm  he  took, 
And  to  his  right  his  other  hand  he  put, 
So  from  his  fuddle  dragg'd  the  Pagan  out. 

128. 

His  vigour  or  dexterity  now  made 
The  Pagan  fall,  fo  that  they  equals  were, 
I  would  fay,  fall'n  on  foot;  for  with  their  blade 
Ruggier  was  judg'd  to  have  the  better  (hare : 
Ruggier  to  keep  him  ftill  at  bay  cflay'd, 
From  him  at  diilance,  nor  lik'd  to  come 
For  'twould  ill  lint  him  to  let  clofer  get, 
So  vafl:  a  body,  of  fuch  mighty  weight. 

129. 

And  of  him,  fta'm'd  all  o'er  with  blood,  furveyM 
The  flank  and  iide,  and  other  wounds  did  fee ; 
Hopes,  by  degrees,  he  will  be  weaker  made, 
So,  to  conclude  the  llrife  with  victory : 
The  Pagan  ftill  held  hilts,  and  broken  blade, 
And,  now  his  utmoft  force  united,  he 
Whirls  it  at  him,  and  fo  Ruggier  he  hit, 
That  ftunn'd  he  was,  more  than  h"ad  e'er  been  yet. 

130. 

Upon  hfe  fhoulder,  and  his  helmet's  check, 
RuggkT  was  fmote,  and  the  ftroke  cnus'd  fnch  pain, 
Therefrom,,  he  fragger'd,  and  did  tott'ring  fhake, 
And  hardly  could  himfelf  upright  fnftain  : 
The  Fngan  would  havetlos'd,  but  one  foot  weak 
Pid,  from  his  rib  which  fo  was  hurt,  remain : 
And  his  deft  re  beyond  his  ftrcngth  to 'hade, 
Down  to  the  earth  him  upon  one  kn.oe  eaft. 
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nonperde  ti  tempo,  dl  grande  ttrto 
Lo  f  create  nil  petto,  e  ne  la  faccla  j 
E  (ot>}'a  gli  marietta  t  el  tlen  si  curto, 
Che  con  la  mano  in  terra  onto  lo  caccia  : 
A  'la  tanio  fa  il  Pagan,  ctfegli  e  rifurto  ; 
Sijlringe  con  Ruggier  si,  clx  rabbracda. 
L'utiOy  e  laltro  iaggira,  efcuoie,  e  preme^ 
Artt  Gggiungendo  u  le  Jus  furze  ejlrenu. 

132. 

Dl  forza  ti  RodomoNte  una  gran  parts 
La  cojiia  el  franco  aperto  a-vsano  tilto. 
RuggifTQ  a-vea  deftrezza,  avea  grand*  artt> 
JLra  a  la.  lotto  effercitato  molto  : 
Sente  ilvantaggiajuo,  ne  fe  ne  part  'e  ; 
£  d'onde  iljangue  ufcir  vedg  piii  fciilto^ 
E  dove  piu  jfei'ito  il  Pagan  vede, 
Pen  braccia,  e  petto?  e  t'uwy  e  Valtro  picde* 

'33- 

Rodcmonte  pitn  tfira,  e  di  difpetto, 
Ruggier  net  collo,  e  ne  le  fpalle  prende  .- 
Orlotira,  or  lafpinge,  or  Jopra.il  pett> 
SolUvato  da  terra  lo  j'ofpende  : 
<$uincii  e  quindi  lo  rata^  e  latienjlretto,, 
£  per  Jar  lo  cadar  molt  a  contende. 
Ruggier  fla  infe  raccolto^  e  mette  In  opra 
Senna,  e  valor  per  rimaner  di  fopra. 


Tanto  It  prefe  ando  mutando  tl 

E  buon  Ruggier  ^  cbe  RodomonU  citify 

Calcagli  il  petto  sulfiniflro  fiancb) 

E  con  tutta  fua  forza  ivt  loftrinfe.. 

La  garnba  dejlra  un  tempo  innanzi  al  tnanc» 

GinQccbio?  e  a  I'altro  attraverfogli^  ffpi»Jf-'t 

£  da  la  Urra  in  alto  folle.vo.llo, 

£  can  la  tejla  in  giujhfo  tornollo* 

.135- 

Deb  capo,  e  ds  lafcbiena  Rodomonts 
La  terra  itnprejje,  e  tal  fu  la  percajja^. 
Che  da  kpiaghe.fue,  comedafonte, 
Lungi  ando  iLfangue  afar  la  terra  rojfo. 
Ruggier  Y  c'ha  la  For  tuna  per  la  front  e, 
Percbl  [evarjt  il  Saracin  non  poffay 
L'una  man  colpugnal  gli  hafopra  gliouhl, 
Laltra  <?  la  gola,  e  al  venire  gli  ha  i  ginoabi* 

136. 

Come  tal  wlta,  oveftcava  foro 
La  tra.  Panncni,  a  ne  Is  mine  lbere+ 
Se  improvvifa-ruina  tit  color  o^ 
Che  vi  condu/Je  empia  avarizia,  ftrer 
Ne  rejlano  si.  opprejft,  che  pub  il  lor  9. 
Spirto  appena  onde  vfcire  adito.  avere: 
Cosifu  il  Saracin  non  meno  opprejjo 
Dal  vincitor,  tcjh  eh*  in  terra  mejfi^ 


Ruggier  no  time  lc?ft,  buttvith  pulhesvaft^ 
Struck  him  upon  the  breaft,  and  in  the  face, 
And  pounded  o'er  him,  and  held  on  fo  faft, 
That  with  one  hand  on  ground  he  him  did 
But  fo  the  Pagan  vrork'd,  he  rofe  at  laft, 
And  grafp'd  Rnggier,  as  'twere  in  an  embrace : 
Both  fhake  and  prefs,  themfelves  about  they  wheel;. 
Joining  their  utmoft  forces  to  their  flcill. 

132. 

From  Rodomont,  of  vigour  a  great  part. 
The  rib  and  flank  laid  open,  now  had  ta'en : 
Ruggier  dexterity  had,  and  great  art, 
And  was  in  wreftling  exercis'd  amain : 
He  found  his  vantage,  nor  would  thence  depart,. 
And,  where  he  fees  blood  flow,  with  freeft  vein,. 
And^  where  the  Pagan  he  moft  wounded  fpys, 
With  arm*  and  brealt,  and  both  his  feet  he  plys~ 

J33- 

With  fpite  and  fury  Rodomonte  prefs 'd, 
Ruggier,  by  neck  and  fhoulders,  apprehends : 
Now  pulls,  now  pufties  him,  now,  o'er  his  breaf?,. 
Him,  hoilling  up  from  ground,  in  air  fufpends ; 
This  way  and  that  rolls  him,  now  holds  him  faft,, 
And  fHll,  to  throw  him,  earneflly  contends : 
Ruggier,  collected  in  himfelf,  his  might 
And  judgment- fets  to  work,  on  foot  to  light 

134. 

His  hold  fo  often  fhifted  ftill  the  free 
And  brave  Ruggier,  he  Rod'mont  did  furroundV 
On  his  left  fide  a  graip  gave  inftantly, 
And,  with  his  utmoft  force,  there  him  he  bound, 
At  once  his  right  leg  ftruck  'gainft  his  left  knee, 
And  t'other  caft  athwart  him,  andfprung  round, 
Then  off  from  earth  lifted  him  up  on  high,         pTy,. 
And,  with  head  downward  ftretch'd',  round  made  him. 

13S- 

From  head  to  his  hind  quarters,  Rodomont 
Imprefs-'d  the  ground,  and  fuch  the  heavy  blow, 
That  from  kis  wounds,  as  if  it  were  a  font, 
His  blood,  upon  the  crimfon'd  earth  did  flow.. 
Ruggiero,  who  has  fortune  by  the  front, 
The  Pagan  to  prevent  from  rifing  now, 
With  one  hand  holds  his  dagger  o'er  his  eyes, 
T'other  t'his  throat,  t'his  paunch  his  knees  applies* 

136. 

As  fometimes,  where  the  golden  ore  they  take, 
In  the  Pannonian,  or  Iberian  mine, 
If  th'  unexpected  ruin  o'er  them  break, 
Whom  impious  avarice  did  there  kicline, 
Oppreft  they  lay,  and  fcarce  their  breath  can  make 
Its  pafiage,  whence  to  iflue  our  and  in : 
So  was  the  Saracin  not  lefs  o'erlay'd 
By  th' conqueror,  foon^as  on  earth  convey 'd. 


Canto  46. 
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137- 


A  la  vifta  de  Felmo  gli  apprefenta 

La  punta  dtl pugnal)  ch'avea  gia  tratt9\ 

E  che  fi  renda  minacciando  tenta, 

£  di  lafciarlo  vivo  gli  fa  patto : 

Ma  quel)  che  di  morir  mancopaventa, 

Che  di  mojlrar  viltade  a  un  minima  atto  ; 

£/  torce^  e  fcote^  e  per  par  lui  di  fotto 

Alette  ogni  fuo  vigor ,  ne  gli  fa  motto. 

138. 

Come  mafi 'in  fotto  ilferoce  alano, 
Chejijfi  i  denti  ne  la  gola  gli  abbia^ 
Molto  s'ajfanna,  eft  dibatte  in  vana 
Con  occhi  ar  denti  y  e  confpumcje  labbia  ; 
E  non  puo  ufcire  al  predator  di  mano^ 
Che  vince  di  vigor  ^  non  gia  di  ralbia\ 
Cosi  falla  al  Pagano  ogni  penfiero 
D'ujcir  di  fotto  al  vincitir  Ruggiero. 

139- 

Pur  fi  torce^  e  dibatte  si,  che  viene 
Ad  ejpedirfi  col  braccio  migliore , 
£  con  la  dejlra  man^  che  Ipugnal  tiene^ 
Che  trajje  anch'egli  in  quel  cintrajiofuore ; 
Tenta  ferir  Ruggier  Jotto  le  rene  ; 
Afa  il  giovine  s'accorfe  de  F err  ore 
Jn  che  pott  a  coder  per  differ  ire 
Di  far  quell' enipio  Saracin  morir  e. 

140.  < 

E  due,  e  tre  volte  ne  forribil  fronte, 
Alzaiido^  pin  che  al-zarfi  pojja^ 
Jl  ferro  del  pugnale  a  Rodomonte 
Tutto  nafiofe,  eft  levo  d'impacdo. 
A  le  fquallide  ripe  d"  Acheronte 
Sciolta  dal  corpo,  piu  freddo  che ghiaccio^ 
JSeflemmiando  fuggi  ralmafcUgnofa, 
Cbe  fit  si  altcra.  al  mondot  e  si  org-glicfa. 


J37- 

At  his  helm's  vizor  to  him  does  prefent 
His  dagger's  point,  which  even  now  he  drew : 
And  threat'ning,  that  to  yield  he  fhould  confent, 
And  he'd  a  truce,  to  let  him  live,  renew : 
Butlie,  on  fear  of  death  much  lefs  intent, 
Than  to  the  fmalleft  aft  of  meannefs  fhew, 
Twifted  and  pufh'd,  and  all  his  vigor  ftir'd, 
To  get  him  under,  but  faid  not  a  word. 

138. 

As  maftiff,  under  the  fierce  wolf-dog  lain, 
Whofe  fangs,  fix'd  in  his  gullet,  hold  him  faft, 
Struggles  and  beats  himfelf  about  in  vain, 
With  fiery  eyes,  and  chaps  \vith  foam  o'ercaft, 
And" from  his  captor  can't  get  loofe  again. 
In  vigor  only,  not  in  rage,  furpaft: 
60  to  the  Pagan  loft  was  ev'ry  thought, 
From  under  conqu'ring  Ruggier  to  get  out. 

But  fo  he  nviAs  himfclf,  that  means  he  found' 
His  better  arm,  by  llruggling,  to  fet  free : 
And  in  his  right-hand  threw  his  dagger  round, 
Which,  by  this  ftruggle,  was  at  liberty, 
Trying  Ruggier  beneath  the  reins  to  wound ; 
But  the  youth  quickly  did  his  error  fee, 
Which  he  might  fall  into,  fliould  lie  delay, 
Iiiftanr,  the  impious  Saracin  to  (lay. 

140. 

And  twice  and  thrice  into  the  horrid  front. 
His  arm  exalting  to  its  utmoft  rife, 
He  with  his  poignard  pierces  Rodomont, 
Plung'd  to  the  hilts :  himfelf  frees  in  a  trice : 
To  the  dark  gloomy  banks  of  Acheront, 
Freed  from  his  body,  now  more  cold  than  ice, 
His  foul,  blafpheming,  furioufiy  went, 
Which  in  the  world  had  been  fc  proud,  fo  infolent. 
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